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2019 Annual FM Partners Awards

2019 Citizen of the Year - Kumar Wickramasingha, Elliott Test Kitchen
Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

2019 Community Development of the Year- David Barker and Sarah 
Richardson of Barker Financial Group. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

2019 Ambassador of the Year - Jillian and Michael Mohrfeld of Mohr-
feld Electric, and Green Oak Development.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

IHSAA names Smith 2019 
Character Coach of the Year

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – He’s hung medals 
around the necks of some of the best 
wrestlers to go through Fort Madison. 
And now the ISHAA is hanging one 
around his.

Fort Madison’s head wrestling coach, 
Ryan Smith, has been selected to receive 
the Iowa High School Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Character Counts Coach of 
the Year award. He’ll receive the award 
and recognition at halftime of the Class 
4A state basketball semifinal game on 
March 7.

Smith has spent the last 22 years of 
coaching in the Fort Madison High 
School system, 21 as head coach of the 
Bloodhound wrestling team.

The award recognizes coaches in the 
state who embody the association’s six 

pillars of character: Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, 
and Citizenship.

Smith said he was honored with the 
award and was taken aback a little when 
he got the call.

“I’m a little squeamish 
about things like this,” 
Smith said. “The guy 
called and I was in class 
and couldn’t take the call 
and he left a message to 
call him back. I thought 
maybe I was nominated for 
something, but I didn’t really get that I 
had actually been picked.”

He said the honor is more of a col-
laboration of things than any one single 
person’s accomplishment.

“I think I give most of the credit for 
this to my parents and the upbringing 
they gave me and my siblings,” he said.

“But I think also a big part of it is what 
we try to promote here at Fort Madison. 
It’s not just the sports and competition…
we try to prepare these athletes for what’s 
in the real world.”

See SMITH, page 5

SMITH

22-year coach will be 
honored at halftime of 4A 
boys semifinal March 7

Chapman digs in with Show Choir
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
familiar face graced the 
ever-buzzing rooms of the 
Fort Madison High School 
Music Department Thurs-
day night.

With the 30th edition 
of the FMHS Show Choir 
Invitational this Saturday, 
Taylor Stoddard, head of 
the FMHS vocal music 
department, reached out 
to the man that started it 
all in 1989.

Allen Chapman, who 
started teaching vocal mu-
sic at FMHS in 1978 and 
built what became “Swing-
Span”, the competition side 
of the program, stepped 
back into the room of 
risers at the request of 
Stoddard.

“It’s kind of registered 
with people this is the 30th 
year. Taylor wanted Ann, 
my daughter, and I to be 
here for their competition 
and I think they might 
take a moment during 
those shows and recognize 
this is the 30th year and 

pat us on the head.”
    “Taylor called and 

said he had a couple com-
petitions coming up and 
asked if I could come in, 
watch the kids, and give 
them a couple pointers 
and do a little cheerlead-
ing session with them,” 
Chapman said.

Support local journal-
ism. Make your Pen City 
Current subscription 
donation here.

In the 80s, Chapman, 
with his wife Sandy, who 
taught vocal music at the 
junior high level, started 

See CHAPMAN, page 4
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Early Childhood & 
Kindergarten Programs

We would love to show you what Holy 
Trinity Catholic Schools can do for you!
Limited openings in all grade levels.
All faiths welcome.

For additional information about our Early Childhood 
Centers please call 319-372-6428.

For additional information about our Kindergarten 
Enrollment please call 319-372-2486.

Friday, March 8th at HTC 
Elementary in West Point
Please call Eileen at 319-837-6131 
ext. 106 to schedule a one hour 
appointment for you and your 
child.

Kindergarten Information Night

Kindergarten Round-Up Day

New school enrolling new students.

Tuesday, February 26th at 6:30 p.m. at 
HTC Elementary in West Point
Join us for an opportunity to learn more 
about the advantages of Holy Trinity 
Catholic and our new state-of-the-art 
elementary school.

Early Childhood Center Programs
Full Day Pre-Kindergarten Program in Ft. 
Madison
3s and 4s Preschool Programs available in 
Ft. Madison and St. Paul
Bring your soon-to-be preschooler and join us 
at an open house event to learn more about 
our kindergarten readiness programs:
St. Paul ECC Open House: February 25th 
from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Ft. Madison ECC Preschool Open House: 
February 28th from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Ft. Madison ECC Pre-Kindergarten Open 
House: February 19 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS CONNECTION

MARY FRANCES REES
Mrs. Mary Frances Rees, 74, of Ferris, IL, formerly of Dallas City, IL passed away 

at 1:19 a.m. Friday, February 22, 2019 at her home.
Mary was born on January 19, 1945 in LaHarpe, IL the daughter of Paul Noland 

and Grace Loretta Byers Markey. On September 21, 1980 she mar-
ried James “Jim” Rees in Springfield, IL. He survives.

Mrs. Rees was a 1963 graduate of the St. Mary’s Academy in 
Nauvoo. She was also a graduate of St. John’s School of Nursing. She 
worked for 30 years as a psychiatric nurse at the Hancock County 
Mental Health Center in Carthage, IL. She enjoyed spending time 
with her family, fishing, reading, embroidery, and watching True 
Crime. Mary was a member of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Dallas City.

Survivors include her husband, Jim, six children, Wayne (Ju-
lie) Garrison of LaHarpe, Linda McCarter of Tolono, IL, Laura 

(Tom) Hardy of Hamilton, IL, Belinda Davis of Tucson, AZ, Andy (Mary) Rees 
of Richmond, VA and Jay (Diana) Rees of Springfield, IL, 17 grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, one brother, Leon (Charlotte) Markey of Belleview, FL and two 
sisters, Katherine (Ed) Symmonds of Dallas City and Dorothy Johnson of Dallas 
City.

She was preceded in death by her parents and five brothers, Frank, Tony, Joseph, 
John and Lester Marke

Mrs. Rees’ funeral mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 2, 2019 at 
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Dallas City with Father Tony Trosley as cele-
brant. Following the service cremation will be entrusted to Banks & Beals. Grave-
side service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, March 3, 2019 at the Gittings Mound 
Cemetery, rural Lomax, IL. A rosary will be recited at 5:00 p.m. Friday, March 1st at 
Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City followed by visitation with the family 
until 7:00 p.m. A memorial fund has been established for the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

To sign the guest book or leave a condolence please visit Mary’s obituary at bank-
sandbeals.com

REES

DONALD BLAIR RICHARDSON
Donald Blair Richardson, 74, of Nauvoo, Illinois passed away at  3:00 a.m. Thurs-

day, February 21, 2019 at Mississippi Valley Health and Rehab Center in Keokuk, 
Iowa.

Born on October 9, 1944, the son of Neil and Evelyn (Rose) 
Richardson. On May 10, 1969, he married Evelyn Yvonne Billings in 
Corydon, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Evelyn; two daughters: Angie (Eric) 
Mitchell of Crestview, Florida and Stacie (fiancé Gina) Richardson 
of Leominster, Massachusetts; six grandchildren: Ethan, Erin & Mat-
thew Mitchell and Gregory, Luie, & Ella Franconeri; three brothers: 
Daniel (Jeanette) Richardson of Arkansaw, Wisconsin, Dennis (Su-
san) Richardson of Ellsworth, Wisconsin, and David Richardson of 
Baraboo, Wisconsin; two sisters: Rose (Glenn) Peterson of Arkan-
saw, Wisconsin and Judy Richardson of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Also 

surviving are several nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his parents; grandparents; numerous aunts and uncles; 

one sister-in-law: Linda Richardson; and his father and mother-in-law, Owen and 
Vera Billings.

Don was a member of the Community of Christ in Nauvoo, Illinois. He was a tour 
guide for Joseph Smith Historic Sites for nine years. He was a school counselor in 
Iowa, Nebraska, and Missouri, he later retired in 2007. He was a United States Army 
Veteran serving in the Vietnam Era.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 
the Community of Christ in Nauvoo, Illinois. You are invited to wear blue, Don’s 
favorite color.

There will be a time of food and fellowship following at the church.
Burial will be at a later date in Arkansaw, Wisconsin.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established to the Joseph Smith Historic 

Site, Hope Lodge of St. Louis, Missouri, Outreach International or a charity of your 
choice.

Schmitz – Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.sbbfuneralhome.
com.

RICHARDSON

LEE COUNTY – The Lee County Narcotics Task Force reports the arrest of Chris-
topher Peak of Evansdale IA on a felony drug charge.

Christopher Peak, 28, of Evansdale, Iowa was arrested on February 21st, 2019 
by the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office. Peak is charged with delivery of more than five 

grams of methamphetamine, class B felony. If convicted Peak faces up to 
25 years in a state correctional facility.

The arrest of Peak stems from an investigation by the Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force into allegations that he was involved in the distribution 
of illegal drugs in the Lee County area.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa 
Division of Narcotics Enforcement, and the Fort Madison Police Depart-

ment assisted the Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.
The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in part by the U.S. Department of 

Justice and the funds administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

Evansdale man nabbed by task force

PEAK

http://www.holytrinityschools.org/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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Current-Lee/Health News

New Year. Fresh Start.
Thank you to all our customers who worked

to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We’re looking forward to helping you continue your efforts

and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 24 Feb

Light Snow
High– 25.1º F | Low – 11.5º F

MON 25 Feb

Snow
High– 11.1º F | Low – 7.5º F

TUE 26 Feb

Light Snow
High– 46.0º F | Low – 40.0º F

WED 27 Feb

Light Snow
High– 23.1º F | Low – 8.7º F

THU 28 Feb

Light Snow
High– 9.4º F | Low – 2.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

CURRENT-LEE

FORT MADISON – The following is a list of events and happenings going 
on in Fort Madison as submitted to en City Current.

State Farm – Thomas Klann Agency announces     
February “Quotes for Good”
State Farm – Thomas Klann Agency is excit-
ed to help out another Non-Profit Organi-
zation in our community. In February 2019 
we will be giving back to Lee County K-9 
Association by donating $5 for every new 
Auto Insurance Quote in the month of Feb-
ruary 2019. So tell all your non-State Farm 
family/friends/coworkers to reach out to us 
for a quote and share this event to spread 
the word! If you are a current State Farm 
auto insurance customer, reach out to us for 
a Life Insurance or Disability Income conversa-
tion and we will donate $5 for that also. Contact 
Jess or Sam at 319-372-5982, 2623 Ave L Fort 
Madison, or email: jess@fortmadisoninsurance.
com or samantha@fortmadisoninsurance.com .

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly 
visible CURRENT-LEE section in increments of 25 
words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit orga-
nizations are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 
25 words and $3 per photo. To place your listing, 
click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

FORT MADISON - Lee County 
Health Department will hold a Chil-
dren’s Immunization Clinic Thurs-
day, February 28, 2019 at Lee County 
Health Department, located at #3 John 
Bennett Dr., Ft. Madison from 12 noon 
until 5:30pm. The facility is located 
on the OLD Iowa State Penitentiary 
grounds.

 The clinic is open to children who 
have no insurance, are insured by Iowa 

Medicaid/MCO or those who have 
private health insurance that does not 
cover the cost of vaccines. No appoint-
ment is necessary. Written parental 
consent is required for minors to 
receive vaccinations when in the care 
of another adult.

Free lead testing is available for ALL 
children ages 6 mos. to 6 years that 
reside in Iowa.

Additionally, flu vaccine will be avail-
able for all ages.

Please call 1-319-372-5225 with 
questions or visit our website at www.
leecountyhd.org.

Lee County Health holds clinic 
for immunizations Thursday

Flu vaccine, lead 
testing available

See CURRENT-LEE, page 8

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
mailto:jess@fortmadisoninsurance.com
mailto:jess@fortmadisoninsurance.com
mailto:samantha@fortmadisoninsurance.com
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New Year. New You.

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Family Dentistry now

to schedule your
6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Now accepting new patients.

www.drmarkdds.com

new smile.

building a program that 
could compete with any 
program in the state….and 
quite possibly the nation. 
Sandy died seven years 
ago.

“I had an ace in a hole… 
my wife Sandy was bril-
liant. She was really great 
getting the 7th and 8th 
grade kids to look at this 
and give it a whirl. She was 
the daughter of a football 
coach and had grown 
up around football and 
baseball practices,” he said, 
frequently gazing through 
Stoddard’s office window 
to the students rehearsing 
just outside. 

“She could speak the 
jock language really well.”

Chapman, an Ottumwa 
native, graduated from 
Ottumwa High School 
in 1967 and received his 
music degree in 1971 
from Iowa Wesleyan. He 
stretched that to a mas-
ter’s degree in voice from 
Truman State University 
in 1985.

After leaving Fort Mad-
ison in 2003, Chapman 
worked in different capac-
ities, mostly part-time in 
the area Catholic system 

including the former Mar-
quette High School and 
then Holy Trinity Catho-
lic. He also did stints with 
Southeastern Community 
College and Western Illi-
nois University.

Chapman now tours the 
Midwest and occasionally 
other parts of the country 
as a show choir savant of 
sorts to other school pro-
grams, as well as serving 
as a judge whereever he’s 
asked.

 “I just really enjoy being 
around young people. 
Kids are kids and I get so 
much more from them 
than they get from me. It’s 
a very energizing thing 
to be around 15-,16-, and 
17-year olds. They have 
an energy and enthusiasm 
that most people my age 
don’t have,” Chapman said.

In the 80s there were 
only a handful of com-
petitions in the state and 
Chapman ushered in the 
program in Fort Madison 
and showed the rest of the 
state what smaller schools 
were capable of.

He said he was told by a 
long-time choral director 
in the state, that he and 

Sandy single-handedly put 
state music departments 
on notice.

“It had not gone on here 
before. Within two years 
we started competitions. 
I was kind of an over-
achiever,” he said with a 
chuckle. “One of the best 
compliments ever given to 
me was from a long-time 
choral director in Iowa, 
who said that San and I 
were a ‘kick in the pants’ 
to all high school directors 
in Iowa.”

With Chapman putting 
together a string of wins 
and championships at 
what competitions there 
were in and around Iowa, 
he said the people start-
ed sniffing the wind and 
seeing that invitationals 
could be a good revenue 
source for school music 
programs.

The other big show 
ticket was the Dinner 
Theatre. Chapman said 
that became such a draw 
that people would actually 
camp out for tickets.

“Those were a sold out 
deal, where people would 
literally camp out on 
Avenue G through the 80s 

and 90s waiting for tickets. 
It was a whole lot of fun 
to see that happen and I 
like to think that we were 
pretty good.”

He said it wasn’t uncom-
mon for the Bloodhounds 
to dominate at the bigger 
events, a tradition that 
wasn’t lost on those bigger 
school music departments.

“We won our share of 
contests and we are always 
on the small side of the 
schools we competed 
against…the Des Moines 
schools, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa City, and Davenport 
schools, we were always 
one size down from them, 
but I always chose to not 
worry about that and just 
go for it,” he said. 

One of his fondest 
memories is a doll he was 
given by students from an 
Iowa City high school.

“I have an Allen Chap-
man action figure at home 
that was given to me from 
Iowa City kids. I’m sure 
it was some burger chain 
doll they made to look like 
me,” Chapman said. 

“He was roly poly and 
holding a hamburger, but 
they dressed him up like 
me and it’s just too good to 
throw away.”

He said the Fort Mad-
ison program needs 
consistency and Stoddard 
is shaping up to fill that 
role nicely.

“You can quote me on 
this. I really enjoy Taylor, I 
like his energy, his enthu-
siasm, and I think he’s a 
special one,” Chapman 
said. 

“I really hope he’ll stay 
here for a while. Things 
are moving in a nice direc-
tion this year. He’s the fifth 

high school vocal teacher 
since I left. I really hope he 
stays because consisten-
cy is really so important 
in building a successful 
program.”

In the better half of 60, 
Chapman says age isn’t a 
factor in his life. As long as 
the phone keeps ringing, 
he keeps answering.

    “I’ll know when 
the time comes that I’ll 
need to back off,” he said. 
“When the phone doesn’t 
ring or I don’t get the 
invites or the emails, then 
I’ll know I’m kinda done. 
But as long as people tell 
me that I’m still able to 
engage them and give 
them some ideas and 
inspiration…that’s where 
I’m gonna be.”

Although the requests 
are paid and Chapman 

travels the country helping 
with competitions, be it 
in an advisory role or as a 
judge, he said his passion 
drives him, not others 
picking up the tab.

“I still really enjoy it,” 
he said. “It’s not about the 
money, it’s something that 
I really enjoy. I’m not a 
mechanic… and I’m not a 
gardener. I’m a one trick 
pony. I’m a decent singer 
and I can get youngsters 
to fire up. And I can detail 
and mean car.”

The annual SwingSpan 
Show Choir Invitational 
is set for this Saturday at 
FMHS. The annual Dinner 
Theater will take place on 
March 22, with a Murder 
Mystery theme. Tickets are 
on sale at Dana Bushong 
Jewelry, 805 Avenue G, in 
Fort Madison.

30th annual FMHS Show 
Choir Invitational Saturday

CHAPMAN - Continued from Page 1

Allen Chapman gives encouragement to this 
year’s SwingSpan ensemble at Thursday 
night’s rehearsal session. The annual Fort 
Madison Show Choir Invitational is this week-
end and is in its 30th year.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Chapman works 
with a soloist 

Thursday night 
as FMHS vocal 
director Taylor 

Stoddard 
observes from 

the right

Photo by Chuck
 Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

We Have the Right IRA for You.

Click this ad for details.

Easy Contributions
Easy Withdrawals

2018 Contribution Deadline is  April 15, 2019.

319-469-3951

As part of the award, the ISHAA will present FMHS 
with a $1,000 grant funded by the Iowa Institute for 
Character Development and the Iowa Games.

Smith said there’s been some preliminary discussion 
on how best to use the grant.

“I think we might use it send some athletes to a 
leadership camp in the Des Moines area. We’ve talked 
about that. It focuses on integrity and what’s next for 
these kids, and I think that’s a big part of what we try to 
promote here.”

Fort Madison High School Activities Director Jeremy 
Swink sent in a nomination for Smith. Swink is in his 
first year in the position and sent the nomination Jan. 
24.

A celebration is being planned for Wednesday at 3:30 
p.m. in the Media Center.

Swink said just working with Smith for not even a 
year, he could see he embodied what the award stood 
for.

 “Ryan has shown the determination, dedication, and 
responsibility necessary to be a successful and effective 
leader in our school and community,” Fort Madison 
Athletic Director Jeremy Swink wrote in his nomina-
tion.

“His goal as the wrestling coach and Spanish teacher 
is much more than to teach his students the curriculum 
or the proper technique of a single leg, but to teach 
them life-lessons that someday will enable them to be 
the best person they possibly can be.”

Smith grew up in Dubuque and attended Wahlert 
High where he was a multi-sport athlete participating 
in football, wrestling, and baseball.

Smith then attended the University of Iowa, where 
he wrestled as a Hawkeye for legendary coach and U.S. 
Olympian Dan Gable. He earned a degree in Spanish 
there graduating in 1995.

He went on to get his teaching certificate in 1997 
from Loras College in Dubuque.

Smith took his first teaching job that year in Fort 
Madison Schools as the high school Spanish teacher 
and varsity wrestling coach. He served under head 
coach Mike Riley for one year and then took over the 
program. He’s also had stints as the junior high foot-
ball coach and helps with the high school football and 
athletic enhancement programs.

His lives in Fort Madison with his wife Jill, and the 
couple’s three kids, Teague who is 13, Mara, 10, and 
Lyla, 8.

SMITH - Continued from Page 1

FMHS’s head wrestling coach for the past 21 
years, Ryan Smith, was named the IHSAA’s 
2019 Character Counts Coach of the Year last 
week. Smith will be honored at halftime of the 
Class 4A boys semifinal on March 7.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

School to get $1,000 grant to 
go along with recognition

“I think we might use it to send 
some athletes to a leadership camp 
in the Des Moines area...It focuses 

on integrity and what’s next for these 
kids, and I think that’s a big part of 

what we try to promote here.”
 -Ryan Smith

FMHS Wrestling Coach

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/iras
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8am to 5pm

Like us on Facebook! w
w
w
.g
rif
fin

m
uf
fle
r.c

om5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Agenda

DATE: TUESDAY, 
February 26, 2019

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 

1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Approve Agenda
3. 9:01 a.m. Public Hear-

ing for Proposed Sale of 
1225 25th Street to City of 
Fort Madison

4. Consider Approval of 
Resolution Approving Sale 
of 1225 25th Street to City 
of Fort Madison

5. Approve Tuesday, 
February 19, 2019 and 
Thursday, February 21, 2019 
Board Minutes

6. Consider Approval of 
Claims 

7. Public Input
8. Consider Approval of 

First Reading of ATV/UTV 
Ordinance for Lee County

9. Consider Approval of 

Contract for Pavement Wid-
ening on X23, J40 and W62

10. Consider Approval of 
Contract for HMA Resurfac-
ing/CIP Recycling on J48

11. Consider Approval of 
Preliminary Lee County FY 
2020 Budget and Set Public 
Hearing

12. Consider Approval of 
Safety Consulting Contract 
with Safety Personnel Re-
sources, LLC 

13. Receive and File Ma-
nure Management Annual 
Update for Pomberg Farms

14. Personnel:
 A. Two Step Increases – 

Health Department
 B. New Hire – Attorney’s 

Office
15. Commission or Com-

mittee Reports
 16. Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing assis-
tance available upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

 

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lee County Conference 
Board has scheduled the 
public hearing to adopt the 
2019-2020 Assessor’s bud-
get for Thursday, February 
28th, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Lee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Conference room, 2530 
255th St, Montrose, Iowa. 

The agenda will include:  
1. Approve the agenda
2. Approval of the minutes 

of the January 24th, 2019 
meeting.

3. Motion to approve 
Assessor’s office employee’s 
change from a 35 hour work 
week to a 40 hour work 
week beginning 7/1/2019. 

4. Public hearing for the 
Assessor’s budget. (Roll call 
vote) 

5. Adoption of the ap-
proved 2019-2020 Asses-
sor’s budget. (Roll call vote)

6. Appoint Examining 
Board members 

7. Adjourn

Advertise your 
business

Monthly

Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $3999

3 Easy Ways to Get Started!
1. Place your ad online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
or click here!

2. Email your ad to
classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

3. Call (319)371.4125

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

COORDINATOR 
NEEDED

RSVP/United Way of the 
Great River Region is seek-
ing a Community Garden Co-
ordinator

Do you like to garden
and work outdoors?

Do you like to plan, plant
and harvest food?

We are seeking an individu-
al this Spring who will plan, 
plant, cultivate, harvest and 
lead other volunteers in our 
Community Garden (garden 
is located at 2606 Avenue L, 
Fort Madison, Iowa behind 
Hy-Vee).

Must enjoy working outside, 
gardening and harvesting. 
Will direct garden activities 
with other volunteers and 
may require some bending, 
stooping and lifting of 10 
lbs. or less...Times: 1 hour, 2 
times per week.

If interested and for more in-
formation, please call – Tam-
my at 319-372-8043.
 
United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region supports non-profit 
organizations and agencies 
that provide programs ad-
dressing needs in health, ed-
ucation and financial stability 
to residents in Clark, Han-
cock, and Lee Counties.

United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region serves all of Lee, 
Hancock, and Clark Coun-
ties. All donations are tax-de-
ductible.

Form 631.1 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
         BUDGET ESTIMATE

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2019 - ENDING JUNE 30, 2020

City of  Fort Madison , Iowa

   The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Budget at  COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 811 AVE E 
on 3/5/19 at 5:30 PM 

The Budget Estimate Summary of proposed receipts and expenditures is shown below.
Copies of the the detailed proposed Budget may be obtained or viewed at the offices of the Mayor,
City Clerk, and at the Library.
The estimated Total tax levy rate per $1000 valuation on regular property  . . 15.36526
The estimated tax levy rate per $1000 valuation on Agricultural land is     . . . . 3.00375
At the public hearing, any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of, 
any part of the proposed budget.

319/372-7700 MELINDA BLIND
phone number City Clerk/Finance Officer's NAME

Budget FY Re-est. FY Actual FY
2020 2019 2018
(a) (b)  (c)

Revenues & Other Financing Sources
Taxes Levied on Property 1 4,461,913 4,471,548 4,008,747
Less: Uncollected Property Taxes-Levy Year 2 0 0 0
   Net Current Property Taxes 3 4,461,913 4,471,548 4,008,747
Delinquent Property Taxes 4 0 0 0
TIF Revenues 5 280,820 163,650 1,049,120
Other City Taxes 6 1,529,581 1,526,340 1,714,285
Licenses & Permits 7 161,650 172,750 152,696
Use of Money and Property 8 202,620 206,840 170,287
Intergovernmental 9 3,474,786 4,053,913 5,702,158
Charges for Services 10 8,422,300 8,368,945 7,733,222
Special Assessments 11 0 0 58,744
Miscellaneous 12 2,210,155 2,061,935 2,322,125
Other Financing Sources 13 0 2,538,770 11,729,916
Transfers In 14 6,826,009 10,183,172 7,436,807
Total Revenues and Other Sources 15 27,569,834 33,747,863 42,078,107

Expenditures & Other Financing Uses
Public Safety 16 3,904,910 3,847,890 4,349,588
Public Works 17 1,477,660 1,315,444 1,450,257
Health and Social Services 18 0 0 0
Culture and Recreation 19 1,445,003 1,437,640 1,319,846
Community and Economic Development 20 1,143,617 1,780,442 4,157,786
General Government 21 2,270,820 2,260,716 2,384,359
Debt Service 22 874,426 1,586,047 1,083,046
Capital Projects 23 3,760,429 3,663,856 2,011,763
Total Government Activities Expenditures 24 14,876,865 15,892,035 16,756,645
Business Type / Enterprises 25 7,809,155 10,162,256 17,204,037
Total ALL Expenditures 26 22,686,020 26,054,291 33,960,682
 Transfers Out 27 6,826,009 10,183,172 7,436,807
Total Expenditures/Transfers Out 28 29,512,029 36,237,463 41,397,489

Excess Revenues & Other Sources Over
(Under) Expenditures/Transfers Out 29 -1,942,195 -2,489,600 680,618

Beginning Fund Balance July 1 30 18,198,351 20,687,951 20,007,333

Ending Fund Balance June 30 31 16,256,156 18,198,351 20,687,951

1

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

the classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Fort Madison City Council 
at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, March 5, 2019, at the Council Chambers of Fort Madison City Hall 
at 811 Avenue E, Fort Madison concerning the Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget.  Copies of the 
detailed proposed budget may be obtained or viewed at the offices of the Mayor, City Clerk 
and at the Library.

 You may obtain further information or express your views concerning this issue either in 
person or through an authorized representative at the public hearing, or prior to the meeting 
by fax at (319) 372-8661, by telephone at (319) 372-7700 ext. 206, by E-mail at mblind@
fortmadison-ia.com or in writing to the Fort Madison City Clerk, P.O. Box 240, 811 Avenue 
E, Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627 no later than 4:30 PM on March 5, 2019.

Melinda L. Blind
City Clerk

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Mobile Nursing Services
NOW HIRING

LPNs & Aides
in the

Burlington, Keokuk, Mt. Pleasant,
& Fort Madison areas

Competitive Wages • PTO • Free Life Insurance

Apply at:
705 Avenue G, Fort Madison

or email mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com
EOE

http://seia.rapmls.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=LPNs%20%26%20Aides%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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 2/22 MID-DAY
2 5 0

 2/22 EVENING
3 3 5

  2/22 MID-DAY
5 6 5 1

 2/22 EVENING
8 8 9 4

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

2/22
18 24 31 34 55

Mega Ball: 4
Megaplier: 4

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Griffin, staff gets auto honors
FORT MADISON – 

Nannette Griffin, Owner 
of Griffin Muffler & Brake 
Center, located at 535 
Ave G Fort Madison, IA 
completed the necessary 
requirements to earn her 
Accredited Master Auto-
motive Manager (AMAM) 
designation. Nannette 
Griffin was recognized 
during a formal gradua-
tion ceremony on May 4, 
2018, in Orlando, Fla.

Nannette Griffin, of 
Griffin Muffler & Brake 
Center, was awarded 
Autmotive Management 
Institute’s Accredited Mas-
ter Automotive Manager 
last summer. The designa-
tion represents a standard 
of professionalism in auto 
service management.

The AMAM designation 
represents a standard for 
professionalism in au-

tomotive 
service 
manage-
ment. The 
Automotive 
Manage-
ment Insti-
tute (AMI) 
awards it to 

industry professionals who 
successfully complete at 

least 180 credits in seven 
core education areas: Fi-
nancial Management, HR 
& Personnel Development, 
IT Management, Leader-
ship, Operational Manage-
ment, Risk Management 
and Sales & Marketing.

Diedra Wixon, Service 
Advisor for Griffin Muffler 
& Brake Center, completed 
the necessary require-
ments to earn her Accred-
ited Automotive Manager 
(AAM) designation. Wix-
on was recognized during 
a formal graduation cere-
mony on March 2, 2018, in 

Overland Park, KS.
The AAM designation 

represents a standard for 
professionalism in auto-
motive service manage-
ment. The Automotive 
Management Institute 
(AMI) awards it to indus-
try professionals who suc-
cessfully complete at least 
180 credits in seven core 
education areas: Financial 
Management, HR & Per-
sonnel Development, IT 
Management, Leadership, 
Operational Management, 
Risk Management and 
Sales & Marketing.

WIXOM

CURRENT-LEE

FORT MADISON – The following is a list of events and happenings going on 
in Fort Madison as submitted to the Pen City Current.

Blood Drives
The Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be hosting a blood drive 
Feb. 26th in the gym at Holy Trinity Catholic High School from 8 a.m. to 11 
a.m and Fort Madison Community Hospital from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in 
the lower level conference room.

Evening with Chuck Long
Former Iowa standout and NFL quarterback Chuck Long will be at Sheaffer 
Memorial Golf Course on Thursday Feb. 28, 2019 for a presentation, includ-
ing a social hour and dinner with doors opening at 4:30. The social hour and 
dinner will be from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Long will speak at 6 p.m. with a 
question and answer to follow. For more information, contact Ryan at 319-
528-6214 or by email at mcmillan@sheaffergolf.com

RiverFest Line-Up Reveal Party
The 2019 RiverFest Line-Up Reveal party will be held on March 2 beginning 
at 8 p.m. RiverFest’s 2019 entertainment lineup will be revealed and Ghost of 
Judas will be playing. Raffles, Ticket sales and giveaways are planned for the 
event.

United Way Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser
The United Way of the Great River Region is hosting it’s 9th annual Spaghetti 
Dinner at the Hawkeye Restaurant on March 11. Carry out or dine-in options 
available. Serving times are from 5 p.m. to 6:30, and 6:30 to 8 p.m. For more 
information contact Director Karen Thie at 319-524-4504.

St. Patrick’s Day celebration
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce will be holding a St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration on March 16 including a parade, games, music and fun. Parade 
entry forms are available by contact the Chamber at  319-372-5471.

Fort Madison YMCA’s Shamrocked 2019
The 2nd annual Shamrocked will be held on March 16 starting at 8 a.m. with 
a free-will donation pancake breakfast, followed by a Bike & Brew after the St. 
Patrick’s Holiday Parade. For more information, contact the YMCA at 372-
2403.

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
The Fort Madison High School Music Department will be presenting it’s 
annual Dinner Theater on March 22-23. Doors open at 6 p.m with the show 
beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets available at Dana Bushong’s at 805 Avenue G.

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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