
Pen City Current
SPORTS:
Lady Hounds sweep Wilton.

See page 4

Sunday, June 3, 2018  | 7 pages | Volume 2 • Issue 131

Don’t forget Social Media!
Check us out on the following sites
@pencitycurrent:

Scan the code to
Subscribe today

Paid & Free Options Available!

News Index
Education News..........P.2

From the front .............P.2

Local News .................P.3

Lottery Numbers .........P.3

Sports .........................P.4

Weather ......................P.4

Advertiser Index
Classifieds ........................................................................................................................................................... P.6
Great River Regional Waste Authority ................................................................................................................. P.3
Pen City Current ..........................................................................................................................................Ps.2-3,6
Pilot Grove Savings Bank .................................................................................................................................... P.5
Professional Services .......................................................................................................................................... P.6
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison.................................................................................................................................... P.7
StopBullying.gov .................................................................................................................................................. P.3
The Kensington ................................................................................................................................................... P.4
Thomas Klann State Farm Insurance .................................................................................................................. P.2
United Way of the Great River Region ................................................................................................................ P.5

Judge gives 
councilman 

deferred 
sentence

FMHS Graduation 2018

Seniors at the 2018 Fort Madison High School graduation ceremony move their tassels at the 
direction of senior class speaker Maddie Sadler on Saturday at the Fort Madison High School.  
Sadler told her classmates that they need to go out now and find their dream “home”. Below, 
Chris Brown get a hearty congratulations from FMHS Principal Greg Smith.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMHS sends 127 seniors looking for dreams
BY ASHLYN BUTLER

PCC Iowa State Intern

FORT MADISON - Ft. 
Madison school staff, 
district board members, 
and friends and family 
filled the bleachers of 
the Fort Madison High 
School gym Saturday 
as 127 students crossed 
the stage to handshakes 
and hugs from FMCSD 
officials.

The Fort Madison 
High School band played 
Pomp and Circumstance 
as the seniors, two-by-
two, walked into the 
gymnasium. The Fort 
Madison Senior Ensem-
ble and FMHS voices 
also performed the Alma 
Mater and a rendition of 
the song “I Live” later in 

the ceremony.
Superintendent Erin 

Slater briefly addressed 
the students and said, 
“Today is about you as 
an individual…when you 
walk across this stage, 
feel honored...feel proud.”

Madeline Sadler served 
as Senior Class Speaker 
and gave a speech ad-
dressed to her graduating 
peers. Sadler spoke about 
having “a word of focus” 
and for her this word is 
“home.” She describes 
home as “a person, place, 
or thing that is always 
there to fall back on.”

She concluded her 
speech with words of 
encouragement.

“Class of 2018 we fi-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A sitting Fort Madison City 
Councilman was granted a deferred judgment on 
Friday morning in North Lee County Court.

Travis Seidel, who represents the 
3rd Ward on the Fort Madison City 
Council, pleaded guilty on March 30 
to a Class C felony for selling narcot-
ics within 1,000 feet of a school. The 
charge was filed against him on Dec. 8 
when he was arrested at his home by 
the Lee County Narcotics Task Force on two counts 
of distributing hydromorphone.

Lee County Attorney Ross Braden offered a de-
ferred judgment in the case citing a lack of a criminal 
history in Seidel’s record. The agreement places Seidel 
on probation for a period of five years. If the proba-
tion is completed satisfactorily per the agreement, 
no criminal record of the felony will be placed on 
Seidel’s permanent record.

“The judge granted that deferred judgment because 
he has no real criminal history,” Braden said. “With 
that comes five years of probation.”

The question still remains as to whether or not 
Seidel can now remain on the council.

Section 69.2 (1)(f), of the Iowa Code reads: 1. Ev-
ery civil office shall be vacant if any of the following 
events occur – f. The conviction of the incumbent of 
a felony, an aggravated misdemeanor, or of any public 
offense involving the violation of the incumbent’s 
oath of office.

However Braden has contended that the deferred 
judgment creates a gray area at this point as to 

SEIDEL

Seidel’s status on council still 
unclear; city seeking answers

See GRADS, page 2 See SEIDEL, page 2
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nally did it, now it’s your 
turn to make your dream 
home a reality.”

She also led the cere-
monial switching of cap 
tassels from the right to 
the left side to represent 
the students officially 
leaving their high school 
career behind and enter-
ing the world of adult-
hood.

Fort Madison High 
School Principal Greg 
Smith, closed the cere-
mony by giving a final 
speech. He advised the 
students to “go into the 
world and be good.”

“Remember the two 
most important days in 
your life are the day that 
you’re born and the day 
that you find out why. 
It is time for you to find 
your why,” he said.

Directly following the 

ceremony, students filled 
the adjoining cafeteria 
to celebrate starting 
their next stage in life as 
well as take photos with 
friends and family who 
attended. Newly gradu-
ated senior Kaela Baker 
said, “I had a great year 
and I definitely enjoyed 
all the people that I got to 
see and I will miss them.”

She plans to attend 
Iowa Lakes and even-
tually go to a four-year 
college to study theatre 
and the arts.

Sadler described her 
high school career as 
“busy” and plans to 
attend Alaska Pacific in 
the Fall to study Environ-
mental Science.

As the graduating 
class of 2018 celebrated 
the ending of their high 
school career, they also 

buzzed with the anticipa-
tion of what is to come.

Several seniors didn’t 
participate in the cer-
emony due to require-
ments placed on them by 
school administration af-
ter being videotaped van-
dalizing school property 
as part of the traditional 
“Senior Prank”. Those 
involved were initially 
barred from walking 
across the stage during 
the ceremony, but school 
officials reconsidered the 
ban in lieu of 20 hours 
of service to the district 
prior last week.

Pen City Current 
congratulations all of 
the Fort Madison High 
School Class of 2018 and 
wishes you all health, 
happiness and prosperity 
in all that you do.

Seniors Leigh Johnson, left, and Kearstyn Johnson listen to presenta-
tions adorned with some nifty mortarboard work. Below, the graduates 
stand for the processional as all 127 seniors found their seats.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Smith to graduates: 
“Go into the world and be good”

Senior Class 
Speaker Madeline 
Sadler gives her 
address to her fel-
low classmates at 
Saturday’s com-
mencement cere-
mony.
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whether or not deferred judgments represent conviction.
“In some areas of Iowa legislation a deferred judgment is not a conviction, and in 

others it is,” Braden said. He reiterated that now the issue rests in the hands of the 
Fort Madison City Council.

City Manager David Varley said nothing has been added to the 
agenda to address the issues.

 “The code has language in it that a felon can’t sit on the council, 
but we don’t know where we’re at with that,” he said Friday. “The 
mayor and our attorney’s are reviewing the situation and doing 
research and then they’ll decide which way to proceed. But they 

wanted to wait until after today.”
Mayor Brad Randolph said conversations are taking place about the issue.
 “The City Manager and I have conferred with the city attorney (Robert John-

son) and with outside legal counsel about this situation and have received detailed 
advice,” he said. “The Council is in the process of reviewing that advice. Once they 
have done that, the Council will need to decide how to proceed given Iowa Code 
and Fort Madison Code. It would not be appropriate for me to comment further at 
this time.”

The Iowa Attorney General’s office in May said they couldn’t entertain an inquiry 
into the issue until a judge had ruled on the case and then someone from the city 
would have to request a review and interpretation of the code.

Mayor says council is 
reviewing legal advice
SEIDEL - Continued from Page 1
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL
for greater community health & safety

Great River Regional Waste Au-
thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility. 
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling 
for our employees. A similar sharps 
disposal bin will soon be available at 
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staff 
and our community members is of 
the upmost importance and we urge 

our residents to use regulated con-
tainers specifically made for sharps.  
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic 
jugs or bottles containing sharps 
in your recycling tote or in any 
non-designated bin at our drop off 
sites.
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Lady Hounds sweep 
Wilton in doubleheader

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Senior Kamryn Bailey hom-
ered for the third time this year and Hounds put up 
20 runs against Wilton Friday to snap out of a 5-of-6 
losing stretch.

The Hounds have now won three straight after drop-
ping six in a row to end the month of May.

Freshman Olivia Williams went 3-3 with an RBI 
in the opener to spur FMHS to a 9-6 win. Freshman 
Lauren Bailey went the first four innings giving up 
five runs all earned on seven hits, while fanning three. 
Jassmine Bass came in in relief and threw two innings 
giving up an earned run on two hits. Katelyn Dennis, 
just an eighth grader, buttoned up the win throwing 
nine pitches including a strikeout.

Trailing 5-0 going into the bottom of the fourth, 
Sadie Smithburg reached to start the bottom half and 
Dalyn Wondra doubled and the Hounds had runners 
and 2nd and 3rd with no outs. Sophomore Macee 
Featheringill laced a double of her own scoring Smith-
burg and Wondra. Featheringill advanced to third on 
a ground out and then came around to score when 
Bass grounded out to short. Both teams went 1-2-3 in 
the fifth and Wilton put up a run in the sixth before 
FMHS plated six in the bottom half of the sixth.

Wondra and Featheringill both singled to open the 
inning and then freshman Allison Helmick drew a 
walk to load the bases.  Bass flew out to right to drive 
in Wondra and then Williams and freshman Kylie 
Cashman both singled driving in three runs to put 
the Hounds up 7-6.  With Cashman on base, Kamryn 
Bailey sent the first pitch she saw over the fence for 
two more runs. Wilton got the next two Hounds out 
before Bass and Dennis came in a cleaned things up in 
top of the seventh.

In the second game, the Hounds shut things down 
after 6 with an 11-1 win. Powers went the distance 
giving up one run on seven hits and fanning seven. 
She also led the Hounds offensively going 2-for-3 with 
three RBIs, a home run and two runs scored. Williams 
and Smithburg both had two RBIs, with Williams 
coming on a homer in the sixth.

The Hounds split with Mt. Pleasant on Thursday, 
falling short in a comeback bid 2-3 to the Panthers 
in game one, before rolling to an 8-1 win in the night 
cap. Dennis took the loss in the opener.

William went 3-for-3 in the second game including 
a triple, a double and four RBIs. Powers got the win 
giving up just four hits on eight strikeouts.

The Bloodhounds dropped both games of a double 
header to Central Lee Wednesday night on the road.

The Hounds had started the season 1-3 with the 
only win coming in game one of a double header at 
home against West Burlington. After dropping both 
games of a double header to Washington on the road, 
the Hounds were hoping to take a couple games from 
the Lady Hawks.

But Central Lee 10-runned the Hounds in game one 
14-4 in five innings. Powers went 3 for 3 with three 
singles and was thrown out at second trying to stretch 
a single into a double in the fifth inning. Sadie Smith-
burg was 2 for 2 with a double and run scored. Soph-
omore Dalyn Wondra was 2 for 2 with an RBI and a 
run scored. Sophomore Ivy Geerdes scored the other 
run for the Hounds.

Central Lee scored 12 runs in the first two innings. 
Daly Brisby scored three runs for the Lady Hawks, 
including scoring on a wild pitch in the bottom of the 
fifth inning to set the 10-run rule at 14-4.

Central Lee needed eight innings to get by the 
Hounds in the nightcap. Brisby and Sophie Woodley 
scored in the eight inning to put the game away for 
Central Lee. Kamryn Bailey went 3 of 5 with two RBIs 
and a run scored for FMHS.

The Hounds stay busy with a double-header Mon-
day night in Fairfield.

Girls snap 6-game slide with 
split at MP Thursday night

Crusaders get 
No. 1 Assumption
in region 8 finals

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - Holy Trinity will make the trek 
to Davenport Assumption Monday night to face 
the No. 1 Class 1A team in the state after knock-
ing of Mediapolis in the semifinals of Region 8 
district soccer action Friday night.

On a hot, sticky night at South Park, the Lady 
Crusaders jumped all over the Bullettes with the 
first goal coming with less than two minutes gone 
in the first period on an unassisted shot from 
freshman Claire Pothitakis.

“We started at hot as the temp, going from 
0-100 in less than 90 seconds,” said head coach 
Michael Sheerin. “Claire Pothitakis netted a lovely 
shot past the keeper to get us going and we stayed 
‘hot all night’ and I’m not just talking about the 
temperature.”

The Pothitakis onslaught continued after 
officials called for a water break due to the heat. 
Junior Elyse Pothitakis right off the break weaved 
through the defense for a pass to sophomore 
Nicole Pothitakis, who navigated a defender and 
drew out the Bullettes’ goalkeeper to slide a shot 
past and into the net to put HTC up 2-0.

Senior Maya Rashid, who has scored in almost 
every game since returning from an injury suf-
fered in the season’s early going, scored unassist-
ed about eight minutes later. But HTC kept the 
pressure on Mediapolis through the first half. 
Junior Taylor Boeding took a pass from classmate 
Emily Box and moved past the Mediapolis defense 
coming up to one-on-one with goalkeeper Sarah 
Conrad and slid one into the net for a 4-0 HTC 
lead with 4:34 remaining in the first period.

HTC goalkeeper Sam Pothitakis only had two 
saves on the night as Mediapolis was never able to 
get a concentrated run at the Crusaders’ net.

Sheerin said the speed and pressure of Box, 
Madison Mohrfeld, Maille Sheerin and Ashlyn 
Haas kept the Bullettes at bay most of the night.

Pothitakis has not given up a goal in the last 
three matches.

Mohrfeld gave HTC a 5-0 lead with the first 
goal of the second half scoring unassisted from 
the left hitting in the top right corner, and then 
Elle Rashid got in on the action with an unassisted 
goal of her own to set the final score at 6-0.

Sheerin said junior Eryn Anderson was named 
player of the game by her teammates for her de-
fense and middle field work.

“The girls played a much improved and well 
organized Mediapolis program from previous 
seasons,” he said. “But our entire team put it all 
together tonight whilst enjoying the occasional 
water fight in between due to the excessive heat.”

Assumption stands at 14-2 on the year with 
their only losses coming at the hands of Cedar 
Rapids Washington and Bettendorf. The Knights 
have allowed just five goals on the season in-
cluding shutouts in both district games against 
Wapello and Bellevue Marquette outscoring those 
opponents by a combined 23-0. Senior Molly 
Gervase leads the Knights with 18 goals in just 13 
games this season.

The game will start at 6 p.m. Monday at the St. 
Vincent Center Athletic Complex in Davenport.

For second straight year, 
HTC tangles with top-
ranked Knights on the road

Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 03 Jun

Clear Skies
High– 71.1º F | Low – 62.1º F

MON 04 Jun

Clear Skies
High– 72.8º F | Low – 56.6º F

TUE 05 Jun

Clear Skies
High– 82.2º F | Low – 68.1º F

WED 06 Jun

Light Rain
High– 85.7º F | Low – 74.0º F

THU 07 Jun

Light Rain
High– 88.4º F | Low – 76.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 
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Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA
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5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

319-372-8966 
Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!

1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm
www.quarrycreek.com

facebook.com/quarrycreek

Premium Elk & Bison Meat  •  Gourmet Cheeses
Liberty Safes  •  Over 2500 Boots in Stock 

Western Apparel for the Whole Family
Candles  •  Jewelry  •  AND SO MUCH MORE!

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all 
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges 
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint 
and carpet. Located at the 
corner of 15th street and Ave 
E (large white building – the 
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Call 319-470-8711.

SALON SPACE 
FOR RENT

Ready to open! Nice, friendly 
atmosphere, all utilities in-
cluded. New paint & flooring. 
$325 per month. Located at 
the corner of 15th street and 
Avenue E. 319-470-8711.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

COMMERCIAL SPACE
FOR RENT

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

 319-372-8966

Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm

www.quarrycreek.com facebook.com/quarrycreek

EVENT

MEMORIAL DAY
SALES Friday, May 25th 

thru 
Sunday June 3rd!

Save on all your favorites!

 Complimentary Gift Wrapping • Gift Certificates Available

50% off
Select Pairs

of Boots

Shop over 15 Brands &  
2500 Pairs In Stock 

and on Display! 

20% off
All Jewelry

Hand Crafted pieces to 
fit everyone’s style

20% off
All Regular Priced

Mens, Womens
& Childrens

Clothing
Including Carhartt

Liberty Safe Gives 
You Peace of Mind!

Special Financing Options Available! 
*see store for details 

Customized to fit your needs! 

Large Selection In Stock!  Pasture Raised Gourmet 
Elk & Buffalo Meat!

High in protein, 
Low in fat, 

Great for diets! 

Premium Summer Sausage, 
Steaks, Roasts, 

Burgers & Jerky,
Snack Sticks, Brisket,

Brats & Hot Dogs!

http://www.quarrycreek.com
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