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PORT looking for projects, visibility
SIREPA:  Next five-year plan focuses on education, partnerships

County Dems 
offer satellite 
caucus spots

CAUCUS 2020

First Chamber 
lunch with elected 
officials Friday

LEGISLATIVE LUNCH

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – We all have that fa-
vorite tool in the garage that doesn’t get 
a lot of use, but is specifically effective 
when we need it and use it properly.

The Southeast Iowa Regional Eco-
nomic & Port Authority is the region’s 
economic development tool that’s kind 
of been hanging around in the garage 
for the past decade or so.

The board of SIERPA recently 
released its third 5-year strategic plan 

starting this year.
One of the key com-

ponents of that latest 
half-decade strategy is 
increasing education of 
what opportunities the 
port authority brings to 
Lee County and south-
east Iowa.

The Southeast Iowa Regional Plan-
ning Commission is the administrative 
arm of the port authority and SEIRPC 
Executive Director Mike Norris said it’s 
his goal to ramp up the identity of the 
port authority.

 “It compares to that really special 
tool in your garage that means a lot in 
the right situations. It’s not a screw-
driver you use all the time. The really 
special thing here is that when you re-

ally need it, it’s the only thing that really 
works,” he said.

Norris said the group is trying to es-
tablish an identity as an important tool 
to leverage when development projects 
land on the desks of city, county, and 
state officials.

“We don’t have that project visibility 
yet. I think that’s at the heart of it. We’re 
not out talking about it. We’re a little 
economic development – a little infra-

structure development,” he said. 
“I don’t just want to have this open 

and not get anything done.”
Iowa Code 28J governs the majori-

ty of state port authority powers. The 
groups function similar to governmen-
tal agencies, except they cannot levy 
taxes, and their leadership is appointed.

Without being able to levy taxes, the 

BUSINESS BUILDER

Chambers host four-month DreamBuilder class
Submitted article

LEE COUNTY – The Fort Madi-
son Chamber of Commerce, Keokuk 
Area Chamber of Commerce and the 
Small Business Development Center 
are pleased to announce the launch 
of DreamBuilder – an online busi-
ness-training program for aspiring 
entrepreneurs. 

DreamBuilder, developed by Free-
port-McMoRan and the Thunderbird 
School of Global Management, equips 
participants with the practical skills 
needed to start or grow their own 
business.

While the program was initially 
developed for female entrepreneurs, all 
aspiring entrepreneurs are encouraged 
to participate in the program. When 
community members gain skills, they 
gain confidence, increase their produc-
tivity, mentor others, raise their income 
levels and reinvest in their children’s 
education, their family’s health and eco-
nomic activities at the community level.

Dreambuilder combines interactive 
online courses and access to help-
ful tools and resources, including an 
innovative Business Plan Generator, to 
guide participants in the creation of a 
business plan.

The Lee County DreamBuilder Co-
hort will begin in February and meet 
weekly leading up to graduation in 
May. The cohort will be led by facil-
itator, Janine Clover who will guide 
participants through technical aspects 
of the program, arrange area entrepre-
neurs to speak to the class, and create 
a support system and network. Cohort 
participants can independently com-
plete the program modules online as 
needed.

The program, which produces a 
complete business plan in a few short 

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – Two satellite Demo-
cratic caucuses will be held at 1:00 pm on 
February 3rd for those unable to attend 
their usual precinct caucus at 7 p.m.

The caucuses will be at the Keokuk 
Labor Temple, 301 Blondeau St., Keokuk 
and the LULAC Club, 1424 36th St., Fort 
Madison. They are available to all reg-
istered Democrats. However, attendees 
must be pre-registered to participate 
through the Iowa Democratic Party 
through the following link https://action.
iowademocrats.org/page/s/online-Satel-
lite-Caucus-Pre-Registration 

Attendees must be pre-registered by 
January 17th and those who are not 
pre-registered will be unable to partici-

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison 
Area Chamber of Commerce Govern-
ment Affairs Committee will host the first 
2020 Legislative Luncheon this Friday, 
January 17th 12:00 noon at the River 
Rocks Bar & Grill on the west side.

The luncheons are to provide the gener-
al public an opportunity to hear what our 
legislators are doing while representing 
us in Des Moines. This is a first of five 
luncheons planned during the 2020 legis-
lative session. The other dates are: Febru-
ary 21, March 20, April 17 and the final 
one being May 15th. All these luncheon 
events are subject to the availability of 
our legislators- due to commitments they 

Stock image

The Southeast Iowa Regional Ecomonic and Port Authority recently 
unveiled its five year plan starting in 2020.

See DEVELOPMENT, page 8
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IOWA LOTTERY

TUE 14 Jan ..............................................Scattered Clouds, 41.0º F/ 33.4º F
WED 15 Jan .........................................................Light Rain, 42.0º F/ 15.7º F
THU 16 Jan ...................................................Cloudy & Cold, 19.2º F/ 16.3º F

See PROGRAM, page 3 See CHAMBER, page 8

NORRIS

See ELECTION, page 3
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For the Record

THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!
Ft. Madison Main Office:

2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

01/10/20 – 3:44 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1900 block of Avenue L.
01/10/20 – 8:52 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism, report-
ed at the police station.
01/10/20 – 11:01 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2300 block of Avenue I.
01/10/20 – 12:13 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1200 block of 36th Street.
01/11/20 – 7:30 a.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 1500 block of Avenue B.
01/11/20 – 9:48 a.m. – Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 2700 block of Avenue O.
01/11/20 – 3:53 p.m. – Kalifa 
Ayana Mae Devon McCaleb, 
20, Montrose, was cited in 
the 2800 block of Avenue L, 
on a charge of possession of 
a controlled substance. She 
was released upon citation.
01/11/20 – 10:07 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1500 block of Avenue M.
01/12/20 – 12:57 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1200 block of Avenue F.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

01/10/20 – 7:23 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies re-
sponded to a report of a two-ve-
hicle accident in the 1800 block 
of Hwy. 61. According to the re-
port, a vehicle driven by Thomas 
James Benner, 25, of Montrose 
rear-ended a vehicle driven by 
James Allen Richart, 88, of Wev-
er, causing heavy rear damage 
to Richart’s vehicle. Benner was 
cited for following too closely. 
No injuries were reported.
01/10/20 – 10:19 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Neysa Marie Root, 35, 
of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s office 
on a judgment hold. She was 
released for serving weekends.
01/11/20 – 3:04 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jamie Donald Horn, 
38, of Wever, in the 1700 
block of 354th Avenue on 
charges of domestic assault 
and 1st-degree sexual abuse
01/11/20 – 1:59 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested James Paul Dean 
Burleson, 24, of Keokuk, at the 
Lee County Jail on charges of 
simple assault and disorderly 
conduct. He was held in custody.
01/11/20 – 1:59 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Deshon Arron Bold-
en, 26, of Burlington at the 
Lee County Jail on charges of 
disorderly conduct and assault 
with injury to a law enforcement 
officer. He was held in custody.

01/12/20 – 9:32 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 218 near the 
Hwy. 103 intersection. According 
to the report, a vehicle headed 
southbound on Hwy. 218 driven 
by Aria R. Snedegar, 21, of 
Evanston, Ill., slowed to turn 
onto 103 and was struck by a 
vehicle driven by Matthew John 
Pitcock, 30, of LK Cormorant, 
Miss. causing both vehicle 
minor damage. No citations 
or injuries were reported.

Hancock County 
Sheriff’s Report

Hancock County Sheriff 
Scott Bentzinger reports 
the following arrests for the 
week of January 6, 2020 
through January 12th, 2020
01/06/20 – Gregory A Russell, 
age 57, of Planeville, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Aggravated Bat-
tery and Criminal Damage 
to Government Supported 
Property. Russell remains 
lodged in the Hancock Coun-
ty Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/06/20 – Daniel E Scott, age 
40, of Fort Madison, IA was 
arrested and charged with 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine and Driving While License 
Suspended. Scott was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.

01/06/20 – Christopher O 
Brownlee, age 33, of Basco, 
IL was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging him 
with Criminal Damage to Prop-
erty, Criminal Damage to State 
Supported Property, Aggravated 
Battery, Domestic Battery, 
Obstructing Justice. Brownlee 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
01/07/20 – Nichole Huffman, 
age 50, of Hamilton, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging her with 
Petition to Revoke for original 
charges of Possession of 
Methamphetamine. Huffman 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing her next court appearance.
01/07/20 – Taylor D Burgess, 
age 23, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Henderson 
County Warrant charging 
him with Failure to Appear on 
original charges of Driving on 
a Suspended License. Bur-
gess was released to Hen-
derson County Authorities.
01/07/20 – Kristopher M 
Vincent, age 27, of Carthage, 
IL was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging him 
with Failure to Appear/ Failure 
to Pay on original charges 
of No Valid Driver’s License. 
Vincent was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
01/08/20 -Andrea L Blint, age 
35, of Niota, IL was arrest-

ed and charged with Bond 
Violation. Blint remains lodged 
in the Hancock County Jail 
in lieu of bail awaiting her 
next court appearance.
01/08/20 – Jeslyn E Thomas, 
age 19, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging her with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of No Valid Driver’s 
License . Thomas was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/09/20 – Dianna M Ha-
worth, age 28, of Burlington, 
IA was arrested and charged 
with Contempt of Court. 
Haworth remains lodged in 
the Hancock County Jail.
01/09/20 – Leonard L Huff, 
age 58, of Hamilton, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Driving While License Revoked 
and Aggravated Driving Under 
the Influence. Huff remains 
lodged in the Hancock Coun-
ty Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/10/20 – Keith A Graham, age 
59, of Warsaw, IL was arrested 
on a Hancock County Warrant 
charging him with Failure to Ap-
pear I Failure to Pay on original 
charges of Driving While License 
Revoked. Graham was also 
arrested on an Adams County 
Warrant. Graham was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/10/20 – Alan J Wester-
meyer, age 27, of Carthage, 
IL was arrested on a Hancock 

County Warrant charging 
him with Failure to Appear 
on original charges of Retail 
Theft. Westermeyer remains 
lodged in the Hancock Coun-
ty Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/11/20 – Matthew M Tin-
dall, age 49, of Plymouth, IL 
was arrested and charged 
with Possession of Metham-
phetamine. Tindall remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/12/20 – Brooke J Cooper, 
age 43, of Hamilton, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging her with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of No Valid Driver’s 
License, Operating Uninsured 
Vehicle, and Expired Regis-
tration. Cooper was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison 
Fire & Rescue Report

01/10/20 – Fort Madison Fire-
fighters responded to three med-
ical calls and one car accident.
01/11/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
two medical calls and one 
false fire detector call.
01/12/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
six medical calls and one 
smoke detector call.

http://www.grrwa.com


Pen City Current - Tuesday, January 14, 2020 - 3

Business News/Local News

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

months will cost participants just $120. Climax Molybdenum, a Freeport-McMoRan 
Company, has offered to provide full program fee reimbursement to all participants 
who graduate the program.

“We are committed to investing in efforts that increase education and econom-
ic opportunities for citizens in our operating communities. As part of our effort 
to ensure all citizens can be full participants in economic development and attain 
greater levels of prosperity we are pleased to support the program and the program 
participants.” Says Emily Benjamin, Climax Molybdenum Community Development 
Specialist.  

Classes are held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Lee County Conservation Center at 
2652 Hwy. 61 in Montrose.

To apply to participate in the program or if you have any questions, please contact 
the Keokuk Area Chamber of Commerce at officemanager@keokukchamber.com or 
(319)524-5055

PROGRAM - Continued from Page 1

Program aimed at local 
business creation

pate in the satellite caucus. So, either use the above link or find it at iowademocrats.
org under 2020 Caucuses/register for a satellite caucus.

If you are already registered as a Democrat, the pre-registration is simple. If you 
are currently not registered to vote, or need to change your registration status to 
Democrat, it requires just one extra step. Those in need of additional assistance can 
contact Lee County Democrat Chair Mary Jo Riesberg at 319-526-3160 for assis-
tance.

Lee County Democrats also announced the caucus location for the Franklin/
Cedar/Marion/Harrison townships has been moved to the  Learning Center, Lee 
County Fair Grounds 1100 N. Main St., Donnellson.

ELECTION - Continued from Page 1

Pre-registration required for 
Feb. 3 state caucuses

Submitted article

FORT MADISON – Mandi Garcia, BSN, RN-BC, CPD, Wellness Coordinator at 
The Kensington in Fort Madison, recently earned board certification in Gerontologi-
cal Nursing.

To become board certified, Garcia was required to hold an RN license, practice as 
an RN for at least two years and perform at least 2,000 hours of ser-
vice in gerontological nursing. She was also required to take 30 hours 
of classroom instruction within a three-year time-period and pass a 
175-question written exam given by the American Nurses Credential-
ing Center (ANCC).

ANCC Board Certification in Gerontological Nursing is the gold 
standard in demonstrating clinical excellence in geriatric care. Few-
er than 1% of nurses nationwide hold this certification. Garcia is 

well-recognized amongst the nursing community and was named the NCAL Nurse of 
the Year in 2018 and ICAL’s Distinguished Director of Nursing in Leadership in 2017.

Garcia says that attaining board certification has helped her provide even better 
care to residents of The Kensington. “Becoming board certified has helped is several 
ways. First, I am able to have more meaningful conversations with our resident’s phy-
sicians. Also, the extra training enables me to identify problems before they become 
an emergency, eliminating the need for an ER visit and avoiding unnecessary hospi-
talizations.”

Leia Morrison, Executive Director of The Kensington says, “We are so proud of 
Mandi and fortunate to have her on our team. Earning her certification took hard 
work and dedication. This is just another way she demonstrates her commitment to 
the health and wellness of our residents.”

Mandi will celebrate ten years of service at The Kensington in 2020. She and her 
husband, Chuy, have two sons, Greyson and Sawyer, and make their home in Fort 
Madison.

Garcia gets specialized 
nursing certification

GARCIA

Kensington coordinator earns gerontology certificate

http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
mailto:officemanager@keokukchamber.com
http://iowademocrats.org
http://iowademocrats.org
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Scene Around the Area/Iowa News

With Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

DES MOINES - Governor Kim Reynolds encourages employers, recruiters, 
and human resource managers to attend the Employer and Reentry Roundta-
ble on Jan. 29 at the Anamosa State Penitentiary. Iowa Department of Correc-
tions and Iowa Workforce Development will co-host the roundtable to high-
light opportunities available with hiring returning citizens. The event starts at 
12:30 pm.  

“Our prisons shouldn’t be one stop in a circle that leads back to prison. 
They should connect people with opportunities to improve themselves and 
their skills,” said Gov. Reynolds. “We will continue host employer roundta-
bles at our correctional facilities to encourage employers to hire reentering 
individuals. By doing so, employers can learn about an opportunity to meet 
their workforce needs and give an Iowan a second chance at a productive and 
rewarding life.” 

The roundtable is part of a series that kicked off in November of 2019. Each 
event features presentations and discussions about recruiting and training 
practices, apprenticeship programs and incentives available to employers who 
hire returning citizens.

“The Iowa Corrections Team is working every day to transform those cur-
rently incarcerated into the workforce of tomorrow. With over 90% of these 
people returning to their communities someday, we have a duty to make sure 
they are ready to go to work upon reentry. This event is an opportunity to 
highlight this work to Iowa’s employers, and we are excited to bring the busi-
ness community into our institution,” said Iowa Dept. of Corrections Director 
Beth Skinner. 

“When employers open their recruitment strategy to include returning citi-
zens, they increase the size of their skilled worker pool given all of the training 
currently available in our corrections facilities,” said Director Beth Townsend, 
Iowa Workforce Development. “The roundtable is focused on informing 
employers about peers who have successfully hired from this pool of returning 
citizens as well as programs and incentives available to employers who do so.”  

Employers may register for the roundtable event at Eventbrite. A link to the 
online registration will also be available at doc.iowa.gov. If you are interested 
in attending an event and have additional questions, please contact Richelle 
Seitz at richelle.seitz@iwd.iowa.gov. For media questions about the event, 
please contact Cord Overton at cord.overton@iowa.gov

Reynolds to host re-entry 
roundtable at Anamosa

DES MOINES– Today, Gov. Reynolds announced the appointment of Stuart An-
derson to serve as Interim Director at the Iowa Department of Transportation (Iowa 
DOT). His appointment is effective Friday, January 10th, 2019.

 “Stuart brings a wealth of transportation experience and will provide steady lead-
ership to the department until a permanent Director is appointed,” said Gov. Reyn-
olds. “I look forward to working with him to not only ensure a smooth transition at 
the agency, but also improve infrastructure and road safety.”

 “I appreciate the opportunity to guide the Iowa DOT through this interim period 
while the process to identify a permanent director is completed,” said Anderson. 
“During this time, the great team at Iowa DOT remains committed to providing 
outstanding service to Iowans and other users of our multimodal transportation 
system.”

 Stuart Anderson, P.E. joined the department in 1992 as an engineer-in-training 
in the Systems Planning Bureau. He served various roles within the bureau until his 
appointment to director of the Office of Systems Planning in 2002. Most recently he 
has served as the director of the Planning, Programming, & Modal Division which 
he has held since January 2009. Anderson is a 1991 graduate of Iowa State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering.

Reynolds taps interim DOT director

Pilot Grove Savings Bank made a $1,000 donation to the Central 
Lee PTO to help with programming and equipment, between bas-
ketball games Friday night at Central Lee.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
http://doc.iowa.gov
mailto:richelle.seitz@iwd.iowa.gov
mailto:cord.overton@iowa.gov
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Classifieds/Public Notices

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Chateau Apartments Extra 

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Martha (319)316.3621 • Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

PUBLIC NOTICESFollow Us @pencitycurrent
PUBLIC NOTICE

AGENDA
FORT MADISON

PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Date: Thursday,
January 16, 2020
Time: 5:30 P.M.
Place: Sheaffer

Memorial Meeting 
Room, Fort Madison

Public Library,
1920 Avenue E,

Fort Madison, IA 52627

I. Excused absences –
II. Approval of Agenda –
III. Public Comments
IV. Approval of minutes 

– November 14
V. Correspondence –

VI. Approval of Bills
a. Affirmation of De-

cember 2019 Bills
b. Approval of January 

2020 Bills
VII. Director’s Report
a. Financial
b. Personnel
c. Programming
d. Collection Develop-

ment
e. Operations
f. Facilities
g. Professional
VIII. New Business
a. Budget Discussion,
IX. Trustee Education 

– Chapter 17: Intellectual 
Property

Chapter 18: Developing 
and Adopting Policies

X. Upcoming Business 
and Events

a. Review Behavior 
Policy – February Board 
Meeting

b. Review Unattended 
Child Policy – February 
Board Meeting

c. Review Password 
Policy – February Board 
Meeting

d. Begin Strategic Plan-
ning Process – February 
Board Meeting

Next Meeting – Thurs-
day, February 20, 2020, 
5:30 pm Fort Madison 
Public Library
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1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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CURE PREVENT TREAT

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
http://www.jdrf.org


Pen City Current - Tuesday, January 14, 2020 - 7

Classifieds

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Martha Hawes, Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information • www.pencitycurrent.com

https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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From the Front

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison
319-372-4882

Now serving you with more hours
Mon. & Tues., 8-5; Wed. & Thurs., 7:30-4

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

port authority looks at alternative funding sources 
and those would include appropriations from political 
subdivisions, rental and lease fees, and grants, to name 
a few.

Port authorities can issue revenue bonds to pay for 
infrastructure improvements the same way govern-
ments and schools can, they just can’t levy a tax to pay 
the debt.

Norris said the port authority doesn’t have the 
independent ability to create a project, but its purpose 
is more of a complimentary function to the political 
subdivisions it currently serves including the cities of 
Keokuk and Fort Madison, and Lee County.

In addition to the groups above, the port authority 
also currently partners with eight other organizations 
including Fort Madison Economic Development 
Group, Keokuk Economic Development Corp., Lee 
County Economic Development Group, Iowa DOT, 
Iowa Economic Development, SEIRPC, Mid-America 
Intermodal Port Authority, and Alliant Energy.

“What we’re trying to do is have a systematic ap-
proach to deploying the abilities of SIREPA and 
periodically that means we work with community 
stakeholders, board members, potential partners and 
say, ‘hey, here’s what’s happened – here’s what we can 
do – and here’s some opportunities’,” Norris said.

The group formalized its partnerships in Lee County 
in 2006 and SEIRPC came on as the administrative 
entity in 2013.

In that time, the group has been formalizing its role 
in the region it serves, and bringing groups, both pri-
vate and public, up to speed on what opportunities the 
authority can bring to the table.

In the past few years, the port authority has been in-
volved in discussions regarding the Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe bridge and its current weight embargoes, 
as well as preliminary discussions regarding a joint 
education center in Lee County.

Norris said projects of that scope will help create an 
identity for the port authority and help it become a 
more commonly recognized entity for the region.

“We play a complimentary role to our partners and 
work with them to cultivate opportunities,” Norris 

said.
Port Authorities have property tax exemptions and 

can own property, which makes partnering with the 
authority for infrastructure improvements an attractive 
option.

Port Authorities can also buy property, build, own, 
rent, lease properties, do physical improvements to 
public waterways; operate and maintain foreign trade 
zones, employ, contract, and purchase insurance.

Norris described the group as “city-lite” meaning 
they have many of the same authorities under state 
code, they just can’t tax property owners within the 
authority.

Current revenues have come from the authority’s 
political subdivisions and grants from partner groups.

 “The board isn’t asking for much from members 
right now, because the partnership with Regional 
Planning is very complimentary to each other. So we’re 
trying to provide them a benefit from that relation-
ship,” Norris said.

  “Right now it’s more about communication and 
cultivation of opportunities. What we’ll see is when we 
do hit on that project that utilizes the authority SIRE-
PA has under Iowa code, you’ll start to see increased 
budget numbers. We try to keep it very lean and very 
efficient. For 2019 we requested $2,000 per member 
and that’s very lean.” 

Past strategic plans have come from planning grants 
and contributions from Alliant Energy.

“We’re trying to make it easy for founding members 
to keep SIREPA viable.”

The term port authority can be confusing in itself 
and doesn’t require the entity to have access to a water 
front. Norris said aside from the local port authority, 
another authority in Mason City is having success 
helping with natural gas distribution.

A forum at the Tri-State Development Summit in 
Quincy last fall also addressed the idea of a port au-
thority all along the Mississippi River from Wisconsin 
to Missouri.

Norris said that designation would be in place to 
help capture statistics from river traffic to be used to 
help market the region.

“Ports have got to be one of the only things that has 
10 different definitions,” Norris said. 

“That port statistical area is more of a way to group 
together port tonnage data. It’s not a legal incorporat-
ed framework. It would be similar to on Hwy 61, if all 
the towns got together to start this collective traffic 
counting programming and used that to market the 
highway”.

He said a meeting is being set up for the end of Jan-
uary to get all the port groups in the area together to 
discuss ideas.

Board members on the Southeast Iowa Regional 
Economic & Port Authority include: Mike Hickey 
(vice-chair) and Michael Dunn of Keokuk, Denise 
Boyer (chair) and Bruce Hardy of Fort Madison, and 
Bob Dodds and Jack Smith representing Lee County.

Board members serve four-year staggered terms and 
serve in an advisory capacity.

Non-voting members include Gary Folluo and Rick 
Larkin from the Lee County Board of Supervisors, and 
Matt Larson from the Iowa Treasurer’s Office.

DEVELOPMENT - Continued from Page 1

Port authorities function as “city-lite”

have in Des Moines- and may be cancelled if they are 
unable to attend.

State legislators invited to attend include State Rep. 
Jeff Kurtz (D-83rd District), State Rep. Joe Mitchell 
(R-84th) and State Sen. Rich Taylor (D-42nd).

The Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce is 
an affiliate organization of Fort Madison Partners. Fort 
Madison Partners is the umbrella organization which 
oversees the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce, 
Fort Madison Economic Development and Fort Madi-
son SIRRC.

It serves to facilitate and coordinate efforts, services 
and resources of each individual organization as well 
as share strategic goals, working towards the common 
goal of making Fort Madison a great place to visit, live 
and work.

CHAMBER - Continued from Page 1

Chamber moves 
monthly legislative 

lunches to River Rocks

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
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