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MIDDLETOWN – Students from around the area spent 
two days learning about apprenticeships from trades experts 
at the Iowa Army Ammunition Plant in Middletown this 
week.

More than 230 students hung out at the IAAP grounds 
armory Wednesday and Thursday morning to listen to the 
benefits of learning a craft, building a life, and staying in 
Iowa.

The event was organized by the Iowa Army National 
Guard and included union trade representatives of electrical, 
welding, engineering, and HVAC industries.

Sydney Howren, a Keokuk High School sophomore, 
listened to sheet metal workers Local 91 instructor Rodger 
Robertson Jr., talk about his industry and work on a welding 
simulator.

Howren said she’s got a plan mapped out, but isn’t sure just 
what trade she’s leaning toward.

“I already got it all figure out. I want to do something with 
welding and then I want to do something raising cattle,” she 
said. “But I want to be able to do both.”

Howren said she isn’t intimidated looking into work that 
is traditionally dominated by men. As a matter of fact, she 
thinks it’s kinda cool.

“I’ve been doing what the guys do since I was little. I hunt-
ed when I was little and still hunt, and I just fit in with the 
guys,” she said.
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Union officials say state can 
do more to help fill jobs

APPRENTICESHIPS :  Union reps say state officials should incentivize contracts

Sisters find 
mayhem 
in OFP’s 
“Drinking 
Habits”

OLD FORT PLAYERS

BY DOROTHY SCHULTE
OLD FORT PLAYERS

FORT MADISON – Old Fort Players 
announces the cast for its February 2020 
production of “Drinking Habits” written 
by Tom Smith. Actors were chosen from 
among some 500 locals who showed up 
for auditions in November. Oh, wait. 
That may have just been folks attending 
the Wine and Beer Walk. Either way, the 
word got out and we have a superb cast!

Director Ty Clute has found a talented 
group of five women and three men. Sis-
ter Philamena, will be portrayed by OFP 
veteran Sherry Stice (‘What To Expect’ 
& ‘If The Shoe Fits.’) Karen Schumaker 
(from the Opal plays and most recently in 
‘Harvey’) will fill the role of Sister Augus-
ta. Former Board Member and veteran 
Director Shelley Dowling has been cast as 
Mother

Superior. An alumnus of The Young 
Fort Players, Colby Moore (‘Bleacher 
Bums’) will portray Paul. The role of 
George has been filled by James Salis-
bury (‘Bleacher Bums.’) Rosie Strickland, 
most recently in ‘12 Days of Christmas’ 
and other YFP shows will perform the 
part of Sally. Sister Mary Catherine will 
be portrayed by Tedra Edwards (‘It’s A 
Wonderful

Life.’) Filling the role of Father Chenille 
is veteran OFP actor Jim French (‘Harvey’ 
& ‘12 Days of Christmas.’).

(OMG Caption) Colby Moore (Paul) 
and Rosie Strickland (Sally) share an 
OMG moment on stage while rehearsing 
for Old Fort Players February Production 
of “Drinking Habits.” Photo courtesy of 
Old Fort Players

At the first night of rehearsal, the cast 
reads the play straight through for the 
first time in what’s called a table read. 
They call it that because actors quite 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Rodger Robertson, Jr., talks with students from Keokuk, Central Lee, and Wapello, about 
sheet metal welding and service Thursday at the National Guard Armory in Middletown.

See TRADES, page 10

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 24 Jan.................................................................... Snow, 31.8º F/ 28.1º F
SAT 25 Jan............................................................ Overcast, 29.5º F/ 23.3º F
SUN 26 Jan........................................................... Overcast, 31.3º F/ 29.2º F

Keokuk High School sophomore Sydney How-
ren, takes a turn on a welding simulator Thursday 
morning at Trades Show event at the Iowa Army 
National Guard Armory in Middletown.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

See OFP, page 6
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Lee County News/Area News

Thank you to all our customers who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few 
ways you can help:

• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

20202020
To Do ListTo Do List
Save Our Planet

AROUND
THE STATE

 DES MOINES - At 
3:00 PM on January 12, 
2020, the Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office requested 
the assistance of the State 
Fire Marshal Division 
to investigate suspected 
improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) recovered 
from a fatal single-truck 
crash which occurred east 
of Knoxville around 12:04 
AM.

Following an autopsy, 
the State Medical Ex-
aminer and Division of 
Criminal Investigation 
Criminalistics Laboratory 
identified the driver in 
the crash as Del Sorey of 
Arnolds Park, Iowa. Sorey 
was the only person in the 
vehicle. The truck Sorey 
was driving caught fire, 
and much of it and its 
contents were destroyed.

Search warrants related 
to the IED’s were served 
on Wednesday January 
15th at three addresses 
in Milford and Arnolds 
Park, Iowa, in Dickinson 
County.

The case remains under 
investigation.

IEDs involved in 
Marion crash

Gov. applauds 
WOTUS move
DES MOINES - Today, 

Governor Kim Reynolds 
released the following 
statement in response to 
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s finalized 
Waters of the United 
States (WOTUS) rule:

“Iowa farmers, families, 
and property owners will 
benefit substantially from 
the redefined ‘Waters of 
the United States’ (WO-
TUS) rule. This new rule 
provides clarity, predict-
ability, and consistency 
while also balancing en-
vironmental protections 
with the rights and inter-
ests of states like ours. 

 “Under the Obama 
administration, Iowa 
suffered from uncertainty, 
excessive regulation and 
federal overreach. Those 
days are gone. 

 “I appreciate President 
Trump and his admin-
istration for fulfilling 
another promise made by 
taking the necessary steps 
to rewrite WOTUS”.

LEE COUNTY - Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach of Lee County 
will host a Swine Ventilation Workshop on 
Tuesday, March 3 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
at the Central Lee Community School Dis-
trict FFA Building. This workshop combines 
classroom instruction with hands-on trials 
and applications of knowledge gained in the 
real world setting to help people understand 
issues and consequences of decisions.

Session includes the basics of ventilation 
systems, effective temperature requirements, 
troubleshooting tools and techniques. 
Attendees will be able to see and feel the 
impacts that design, maintenance and 
management can have on various ventilation 
practices with Iowa State’s 24- foot mobile 
Swine Ventilation Trailer.

Tom Miller, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Swine Specialist states, Iowa State’s venti-
lation trailer is valuable because it allows 
people to have one’s hand at investigating 
ventilation and controller settings without 

risk of on-farm biosecurity breaches.”
This workshop is sponsored by United 

Animal Health and is free to the public. To 
register please call the Lee County Extension 
Office at 319-835-5116 or email weisinge@
iastate.edu.

ISU Extension and Outreach is part of 
an educational network supported by Iowa 
State University, local county governments, 
and the United States Department of 
Agriculture.  ISU Extension and Outreach 
works to provide learning opportunities for 
citizens of Iowa by providing unbiased, re-
search-based information that will improve 
quality of life.

Planting to Preserve Fruit and Vegetable 
Gardening Class

Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach of Lee County will host a Planting 

to Preserve Fruit and Vegetable Gardening 
class on Thursday, March 5 from 6:00 pm to 
7:30 pm. Class will be held at the Lee County 
Extension Office, 414 North Main Street, 
Donnellson. This class is for anyone who is 
interested in learning more about gardening 
basics.

This session will discuss selecting crop 
varieties that are best for preservation or 
long-season harvests, garden planting sched-
ules, and proper curing and handling of fall 
storage crops.

“Planning to preserve what you grow can 
help enhance your gardening experience,” 
states Whitney Weisinger, ISU Extension 
and Outreach Program Coordinator.

 This class is $15.00 per person. To register 
please contact the Lee County Extension 
office at 319-835-5116 or weisinge@iastate.
edu. The registration deadline is Tuesday, 
March 3.

 ISU Extension and Outreach is part of an 
educational network supported by Iowa State 
University, local county governments, and 
the United States Department of Agricul-
ture.  ISU Extension and Outreach works to 
provide learning opportunities for citizens of 
Iowa by providing unbiased, research-based 
information that will improve quality of life.

Extension plans spring ag classes
Swine ventilation and 
fruit planning session  
set for March

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:weisinge@iastate.edu
mailto:weisinge@iastate.edu
mailto:weisinge@iastate.edu
mailto:weisinge@iastate.edu
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You You deservedeserve it! it!
Your Your bodybody deserves it! deserves it!

Visit Terra & Rob
1711 Mt. Pleasant St.

Burlington

319-752-4917
Click here to visit us online | IndustrialMotorsInc.com
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1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

01/22/20 – 12:11 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2300 block of Avenue L.
01/22/20 – 1:24 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1200 
block of 36th Street.
01/22/20 – 4:08 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 3200 
block of Avenue N.
01/22/20 – 5:35 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1400 
block of Avenue E.
01/22/20 – 10:35 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Donald Lee 
Jennings, 31, of Fort 
Madison, at the police 
department on a charge 
of probation violation. 
He was taken to the Lee 

County Jail and held.
01/22/20 – 9:40 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Anthony James 
Criswell, 58, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1100 block of 
48th Street on charges of 
attempted burglary and 
going armed with intent. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/23/20 – 12:15 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
cited Clayton Daniel 
Campbell, 18, of Don-
nellson, in the 700 block 
of 20th Street on a 
charge of driving under 
suspension. He was 
released upon citation.
01/23/20 – 5:27 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Nevada Lee Lyon, 32, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
4700 block of Avenue O, 
on a charge of driving 
while barred. He was 
released upon citation.
01/23/20 – 8:01 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 

responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 2700 
block of Avenue L

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

01/22/20 – no time listed 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Joseph 
Lee Root, 19, Rushville, 
Ill., in the 800 block of 
Valley Street in Burl-
ington, on a warrant for 
probation violation. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/22/20 – 2:11 a.m. – 
Lee County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Chancey 
Lane Losey, 19, of Bona-
parte, at the Des Moines 
County line on a warrant 
for contempt of court. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

LEE COUNTY – The following is a listing of current events and happenings in and 
around Fort Madison and north Lee County as submitted to the Pen City Current

DreamBuilder
The Fort Madison and Keokuk chambers of commerce along with the Freeport-Mc-

MoRan foundation are holding a four-month class in entrepreneurship beginning Feb. 
5th. Cost is $120 per person, but refundable by Freeport-McMoRan for those who 
graduate.

Beekeeping course
The Lee County Extension Office in Donnellson will hold a beginning beekeeper 

course on Thursdays beginning Jan. 30 through Feb. 20. Class is $25 each or $35 for 
couples and pre-registration is required. Call the Extension office at 319-835-5116 to 
register.

Leadership Workshop
The Fort Madison Chamber is hosting a Leadership Workshop presented by Meagan 

Vogel and Michael Maher of Elite Solutions of Ankeny. The workshop runs 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Jan. 31. Email mvogel@elitesolutionsia.com to register. Cost of the workshop is $50.

Lee County Health Department
LCHD will host Family Connections at Madison Baptist Church in Fort Madison 

from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Child care is provided.

Health Clinics
Senior Health Clinics will be held in Fort Madison at Sunnybrook from 10 to 11 a.m. 

on Jan. 23. An immunization clinic will be held on Jan. 23 from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Lee County Health Department’s offices #3 John Bennett Drive.

Daffodil days
American Cancer Society’s Daffodil Days is March 3-6. Orders can be made through 

Kim Jud at Lee County Bank by Feb. 7, 2020.

STEMFest
The Southeast Iowa STEMFest will be held at SCC’s West Burlington campus from 10 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Feb. 22. Dozens of exhibits and hands-on activities involving Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math.

Science Fair
The Holy Trinity Catholic Elementary Science Fair is set for Jan. 30th with public 

viewing from 11 a.m. to 11:45 at the Elementary School in West Point. The HTC high 
school event will be held Feb. 5th at the high school from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.. A spa-
ghette dinner fundraiser will be held beginning at 5 p.m. sponsored by the HTC Science 
Club Boosters.

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s Only Community Bingo on the second Wednesday 

of every month at 2 p.m. The event is free for seniors and cash prizes are awarded. Care-
givers Connection is held the 4th Tuesday of every month at noon. Call 319-372-4233 to 
reserve your seat.

Green Team Fundraiser
The Green Team will be selling PuraVida bracelets for $7 each through Jan. 221. 

Orders can be placed at Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce or by calling the Cham-
ber at 319-372-5471. Funds will go to One Tree Planted, a non-profit focused on global 
restoration.

CURRENT-LEE

As the Big Game of 
Super Bowl approaches, 
many fans will take to the 
roads and highways to 
visit family and friends to 
take in the big game.

The Fort Madison 
Police Department, along 
with the Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Bureau, asks 
that all people drive in a 
safe and defensive manner 
. From our point of view, 
it is better to get to your 
destination, even if it may 
be a little late, than to not 
get there at all. Our motto 
for this year is “Super 
Bowl Fans Don’t Let Fans 
Drive Drunk”.

Drinking alcohol and 
driving do NOT mix. If 
you plan on consuming 
alcohol, you should also 
plan on NOT getting 
behind the wheel of a 

vehi cle. When going out, 
always have a designated 
sober driver or alt ernat 
ive transportation, such 
as a cab, to get everyone 
home safely.

•	 Plan a safe way 
home BEFORE the festivi-
ties begin

•	 Designate a sober 
driver . Give them the 
keys

•	 Any question of 
sobriety, call a taxi, public 
transportation, or a sober 
friend to drive you or any-
one who may be impaired, 
home.

•	 If you see a pos-
sible drink driver on the 
road, contact your local 
law enforcement officials

During the Super Bowl 
weekend, Law Enforce-
ment Officers t hrou gh-
out the State of Iowa will 
be out enforcing Iowa’s 
seat belt, drinking and 
texting laws, as well as all 
other traffic laws, in order 
to ensure a safe driving 
holiday.

The Fort Madison 
Police Department wishes 
everyone a safe and festive 
Super bowl weekend.

Local authorities ask for safe 
driving on day of big game

http://www.IndustrialMotorsInc.com
http://www.jdrf.org
mailto:mvogel@elitesolutionsia.com
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Touching the Community with Care
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Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

HOUND BASKETBALL

Grayhounds keep FM 
without a win in loop play

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON – The Fort Madison 
Bloodhounds lost their fifth game in 
the last six with a 72-47 drubbing at the 
hands of Burlington Thursday night in a 
make up game Saturday.

The Hounds, who had hopes of con-
tending for the Southeast Iowa Confer-
ence title at the beginning of the year, are 
now 0-6 in loop play with four Southeast 
games to go.

Despite getting 11 points from soph-
omore Dayton Davis in the first half, 
Fort Madison trailed by 14 going into 
halftime. Burlington had built an eight 
point first quarter lead and stretched it 
to 38-24.

It was the third period that buried the 

Hounds with Burlington putting up 23, 
behind Anakin Kelly’s eight points.

Fort Madison’s Miles Dear would heat 
in the fourth period connecting on three 
3-pointers, but it was too little too late. 
Dear would finish will 11 on the night

Davis would lead the Bloodhounds 
with 15 points on the night followed by 
Jayden Fedler, who scored 14. Parker 
Denning had four, Michael Mosena 
scored a bucket and Romeo Maestro had 
one to round out Fort Madison’s scorers.

Michael Alexander led the Gray-
hounds (5-5, 3-2) with 17 points while 
Trenton Murray had 11 and Amarion 
Davis had 10.

Fort Madison (3-9, 0-6) travels to Fair-
field on Friday night for another South-
east Conference matchup.

Fort Madison’s Molly 
Knipe (12) looks for 
someone under the 
basket in Thursday 
night’s  49-25  win 
over Burlington. The 
Grayhounds Angel 
Baylark (5) plays de-
fense on Knipe at the 
right baseline.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
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Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP

For your home or business, ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration offers 24/7/365
commercial and residential water damage cleanup services.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Whether the source is a natural flood or a broken pipe, excess water in a building can leave severe amounts of damage, 
both immediately and in the long term. To prevent your home or business from losing value and to protect your belong-
ings, rapid emergency mitigation is an important service to call upon.

Settles takes title at J-Hawk Invitational
HOUND WRESTLING

BY PCC STAFF

CEDAR RAPIDS – Fort Madison’s 
Danen Settles captured the heavy-
weight title at the J-Hawk Invitational 
on Saturday at Cedar Rapids Jefferson 
High School to highlight the Hounds 5th 
place finish.

Fort Madison finished with 148.5 
points. Pleasant Valley won the team 
scoring with 194.5.

Settles, currently ranked 9th in the 
state at 285 according to IA Wrestle and 
The Predicament, won three of his four 
matches by decisions taking down Mus-
catine junior Togeh Deseh 3-1.

The match was even through one, but 
Settles chose to start the second period 
down and was able to escape 13 seconds 
into the period for the only point of the 
period. Deseh returned the favor in the 
third recording an escape from the down 
start 20 seconds into the third period. 
But with less than 15 seconds remaining 
in the third, tied at 1-1, Settles was able 
to get a take down for the 3-1 lead and 
the championship.

Settles is now 28-3 on the year.
Diego Lozano, who broke back into 

the latest rankings at No. 9 in the IA 
Wrestle publication at 195 lbs, but isn’t 
ranked in the latest Predicament listings, 
took third place after stumbling in third 
round wrestling at 220 lbs.

Up against Dubuque Hempstead’s Alex 
Hudson, Lozano who’s been quick off 
the whistle all year, scored a takedown at 
the 1:38 mark of period one. But Hud-
son quickly reversed position and almost 
scored a pin in the frentic first minutes. 

After all was said in period 1, Hudson 
led 8-2. Hudson would score another 
take down just :10 seconds into period 2 
before getting Lozano’s shoulders to the 
mat 5 seconds later.

Lozano would go on to win his next 
two matches including a 17-2 technical 
fall over Mason Olmstead of Albur-
nett for 3rd place. Lozano scored three 
3-point near falls, two in the first period, 
to take early control of the match.

Other place winners for the Blood-
hounds included Emmett Kruse (106) 
4th, Matthew Steffensmeier (113) 4th, 
Owen Kruse (120) 4th, Gavin Wiseman 
(132) 4th, Mason Schau (152) 6th, Will 
Larson (138) 7th, and Nathan Steffens-
meier (160) 8th place.
Complete results from the meet are below
106 lbs – Emmett Kruse (14-11) placed 4th and 
scored 14.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Emmett 
Kruse (Fort Madison) 14-11 received a bye: Quarterfi-
nal – Emmett Kruse (Fort Madison) 14-11 received a 
bye: Semifinal – Henry Koehn (Cedar Falls) 18-7 won 
by major decision over Emmett Kruse (Fort Madison) 
14-11 (MD 12-1): Cons. Round 3 – Emmett Kruse (Fort 
Madison) 14-11 won by fall over Mason Fox (Pleasant 
Valley) 8-16 (Fall 5:07): 3rd Place Match – Landon 
Reisen (Dubuque Hempstead) 12-10 won by fall over 
Emmett Kruse (Fort Madison) 14-11 (Fall 1:19)
113 lbs Matthew Steffensmeier (16-9) placed 4th and 
scored 16.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Matthew 
Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 16-9 won by fall over 
Max Lathrop (Cedar Rapids Jefferson) 2-3 (Fall 1:20): 
Quarterfinal – Matthew Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 
16-9 won by fall over Siddharth Sharma (Pleasant Valley) 
18-15 (Fall 0:35): Semifinal – Blaine Frazier (Notre Dame, 
Burlington) 35-1 won by fall over Matthew Steffensmeier 
(Fort Madison) 16-9 (Fall 1:03): Cons. Round 3 – Matthew 
Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 16-9 won by decision over 
Gage Smith (Boone) 6-12 (Dec 4-2): 3rd Place Match – 
Logan Vallejo (Cedar Falls) 18-6 won by medical forfeit 
over Matthew Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 16-9 (M. For.)
120lbs Owen Kruse (17-10) placed 4th and scored 
17.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Owen Kruse (Fort 
Madison) 17-10 received a bye: Quarterfinal – Owen 
Kruse (Fort Madison) 17-10 won by fall over Luke Jen-
nings (Clinton) 11-10 (Fall 1:53): Semifinal – Adler Kramer 
(Dubuque Hempstead) 18-5 won by fall over Owen Kruse 
(Fort Madison) 17-10 (Fall 5:05): Cons. Round 3 – Owen 
Kruse (Fort Madison) 17-10 won by major decision over 
Reese Dietz (Cedar Falls) 4-3 (MD 13-0): 3rd Place 
Match – Jackson Miller (Pleasant Valley) 24-11 won by 

fall over Owen Kruse (Fort Madison) 17-10 (Fall 5:27)
126 lbs – Gage Roberts (9-9) place is unknown and 
scored 2.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Iza-
ak Swanson (Pleasant Valley) 17-12 won by major 
decision over Gage Roberts (Fort Madison) 9-9 (MD 
15-6): Cons. Round 1 – Gage Roberts (Fort Madison) 
9-9 received a bye: Cons. Round 2 – Gage Roberts 
(Fort Madison) 9-9 received a bye: Cons. Round 
3 – Ian Taylor (Burlington) 9-8 won by major decision 
over Gage Roberts (Fort Madison) 9-9 (MD 14-6)
132 lbs – Gavin Wiseman (18-10) placed 4th and 
scored 16.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Gavin 
Wiseman (Fort Madison) 18-10 received a bye: Quar-
terfinal – Gavin Wiseman (Fort Madison) 18-10 won by 
decision over Joe Foreman (Cedar Rapids Washington) 
14-4 (Dec 5-4): Semifinal – Hunter Meyrer (Pleasant 
Valley) 27-6 won by fall over Gavin Wiseman (Fort Madi-
son) 18-10 (Fall 2:51): Cons. Round 3 – Gavin Wiseman 
(Fort Madison) 18-10 won by fall over Johnny Hoyle 
(Solon) 6-3 (Fall 0:51): 3rd Place Match – Joe Foreman 
(Cedar Rapids Washington) 14-4 won by major decision 
over Gavin Wiseman (Fort Madison) 18-10 (MD 12-2)
138 lbs – Will Larson (21-8) placed 7th and scored 
9.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Will Larson (Fort 
Madison) 21-8 won by tech fall over Brooke Peters 
(Clinton) 10-10 (TF-1.5 4:54 (17-0)): Quarterfinal – Kyle 
Sharp (Boone) 20-11 won by decision over Will Larson 
(Fort Madison) 21-8 (Dec 9-4): Cons. Round 2 – River 
Belger (Burlington) 12-6 won by decision over Will 
Larson (Fort Madison) 21-8 (Dec 10-7): Cons. Round 
3 – Will Larson (Fort Madison) 21-8 won by tech fall 
over Lukas Engledow (Cedar Rapids Washington) 
8-11 (TF-1.5 5:40 (19-3)): 7th Place Match – Will 
Larson (Fort Madison) 21-8 won by major decision 
over Brooke Peters (Clinton) 10-10 (MD 10-1)
145 lbs – Aidan Pennock (7-7) place is unknown 
and scored 2.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Aidan 
Pennock (Fort Madison) 7-7 received a bye: Quarterfinal 
– Brody Hawtrey (North Cedar, Stanwood) 26-3 won by 
fall over Aidan Pennock (Fort Madison) 7-7 (Fall 1:09): 
Cons. Round 2 – Caden McDermott (Pleasant Valley) 
20-9 won by fall over Aidan Pennock (Fort Madison) 
7-7 (Fall 1:35): Cons. Round 3 – Perry Lindeman 
(Cedar Rapids Washington) 8-9 won by injury default 
over Aidan Pennock (Fort Madison) 7-7 (Inj. 0:41)
152 lbs – Mason Schau (19-10) placed 6th and scored 
11.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Mason Schau (Fort 
Madison) 19-10 received a bye: Quarterfinal – Mason 
Schau (Fort Madison) 19-10 won by fall over Connor 
Beck (Muscatine) 14-8 (Fall 2:36): Semifinal – Zeb 
Gnida (Solon) 29-4 won by fall over Mason Schau (Fort 
Madison) 19-10 (Fall 3:06): Cons. Round 3 – Gable 
Mitchell (Iowa City, City High) 10-5 won by decision over 
Mason Schau (Fort Madison) 19-10 (Dec 5-2): 5th Place 
Match – Connor Beck (Muscatine) 14-8 won by decision 
over Mason Schau (Fort Madison) 19-10 (Dec 11-6)
160 lbs – Nathan Steffensmeier (13-15) placed 8th and 

scored 9.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Jack Smith 
(Dubuque Hempstead) 11-12 won by decision over Na-
than Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 13-15 (Dec 9-4): Cons. 
Round 1 – Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 13-15 re-
ceived a bye: Cons. Round 2 – Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort 
Madison) 13-15 won by major decision over Seth Konen 
(Cedar Rapids Jefferson) 0-4 (MD 11-3): Cons. Round 
3 – Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 13-15 won by 
fall over Lee Sloan (Alburnett) 6-16 (Fall 0:58): 7th Place 
Match – Trevor Fisher (Cedar Falls) 13-14 won by fall over 
Nathan Steffensmeier (Fort Madison) 13-15 (Fall 2:45)
170 lbs – Mason Rohdy (1-7) place is unknown and 
scored 0.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Romen 
Young (Cedar Rapids Washington) 7-12 won by fall 
over Mason Rohdy (Fort Madison) 1-7 (Fall 1:10): Cons. 
Round 1 – Nick Bruinsma (Pleasant Valley) 8-23 won by 
fall over Mason Rohdy (Fort Madison) 1-7 (Fall 1:38)
182 lbs – Levi Lowney (13-8) place is unknown and 
scored 4.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Levi Lowney 
(Fort Madison) 13-8 won by fall over Nash Garlow 
(Burlington) 1-2 (Fall 4:14): Quarterfinal – Aidan Dunne 
(Dubuque Hempstead) 13-9 won by decision over Levi 
Lowney (Fort Madison) 13-8 (Dec 11-9): Cons. Round 2 
– Callum Swanson (Davenport Central) 12-12 won by fall 
over Levi Lowney (Fort Madison) 13-8 (Fall 0:55): Cons. 
Round 3 – Ben Bowman (Cedar Falls) 13-12 won by 
decision over Levi Lowney (Fort Madison) 13-8 (Dec 8-4)
195 lbs – Bryce Britton (1-3) place is unknown and 
scored 3.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – McGuire 
Bryant (Boone) 17-13 won by fall over Bryce Britton 
(Fort Madison) 1-3 (Fall 3:05): Cons. Round 1 – Bryce 
Britton (Fort Madison) 1-3 won by fall over Fritz Spencer 
(Iowa City, City High) 8-11 (Fall 1:39): Cons. Round 
2 – Alonzo Duarte (Davenport Central) 10-21 won by 
fall over Bryce Britton (Fort Madison) 1-3 (Fall 3:41)
220 lbs – Diego Lozano (13-6) placed 3rd and scored 
21.5 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Diego Lozano (Fort 
Madison) 13-6 won by fall over Zain Wilson (Cedar Rapids 
Jefferson) 1-8 (Fall 0:37): Quarterfinal – Diego Lozano 
(Fort Madison) 13-6 won by fall over Mason Olmstead 
(Alburnett) 16-13 (Fall 1:38): Semifinal – Alex Hudson 
(Dubuque Hempstead) 15-7 won by fall over Diego Loza-
no (Fort Madison) 13-6 (Fall 2:15): Cons. Round 3 – Diego 
Lozano (Fort Madison) 13-6 won by fall over Aiden Kil-
strom (Pleasant Valley) 20-13 (Fall 0:42): 3rd Place Match 
– Diego Lozano (Fort Madison) 13-6 won by tech fall over 
Mason Olmstead (Alburnett) 16-13 (TF-1.5 3:48 (17-2))
285 lbs – Danen Settles (24-3) placed 1st and scored 
24.0 team points. Champ. Round 1 – Danen Settles 
(Fort Madison) 24-3 won by decision over Hector Garcia 
(Boone) 16-15 (Dec 5-1): Quarterfinal – Danen Settles 
(Fort Madison) 24-3 won by fall over Jakob Weichers 
(Cedar Falls) 6-16 (Fall 5:25): Semifinal – Danen Settles 
(Fort Madison) 24-3 won by decision over Cayden 
Lovett (Dubuque Hempstead) 17-6 (Dec 9-4): 1st Place 
Match – Danen Settles (Fort Madison) 24-3 won by 
decision over Togeh Deseh (Muscatine) 12-2 (Dec 3-1)

Lozano, Settles 
ranked 9th in latest 
Class 3A polls

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.smclrr.com


6 - Pen City Current - Friday, January 24, 2020

Iowa News/From the Front

www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

literally sit around a table and read. It is perhaps the only theatrical term that isn’t 
cloaked in code, superstition and an inside joke.

It was a real treat to watch the actors discover their characters’ true identity in the 
last pages of the script. Many shouted their surprise or laughed out loud. Director 
Ty Clute had been in on the secret since choosing the play and thoroughly enjoyed 
watching his actors’ reaction to this farcical comedy that could give Shakespeare’s 
‘Twelfth Night’ a run for its money.

Accusations, mistaken identities, and romances run wild in this traditional, laugh-
out-loud production. Two nuns at the Sisters of Perpetual Sewing have been secretly 
making wine to keep the convent’s doors open, (while also making and selling grape 
juice to cover their tracks) but reporters Paul and Sally, are hot on their trail. They 
go undercover as a nun and priest, but their presence, combined with the addition 
of a new nun, spurs paranoia throughout the convent that spies have been sent from 
Rome to shut them down. Wine and secrets are inevitably spilled as everyone tries to 
preserve the convent and reconnect with lost loves.

Without revealing too many of the best jokes, the audience will get a real kick 

OFP - Continued from Page 1

Old Fort Players next production starts Feb. 14

Photo by courtesy of OFP

Tedra Edwards as Sister Mary Catherine swears she hears voices 
telling her to confess. Her fellow nuns (Karen Schumaker and Shelley 
Dowling) keep an eye on her from offstage. 

Colby Moore (Paul) and Rosie Strickland (Sally) share an OMG mo-
ment on stage while rehearsing for Old Fort Players February Produc-
tion of “Drinking Habits.”

Photo courtesy of OFP

out of all the ways the nuns refer to their homemade wine. Devil’s Drink, Lucifer 
Libation, Devil’s Hair Tonic and Satan’s Toilet Water. There are even a few tangled 
conversations about “My brother the Father” and “My sister the Sister” that could 
rival Abbott & Costello’s “Who’s On First?”

And it all gets really silly when the characters get into the punch made with … 
well it isn’t grape juice.

“Drinking Habits,” sponsored by Scotts, will be presented by special arrangement 
with Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com). Performances run February 14-16 & 
21-23, 2020. Evening shows begin at 7:30 p.m. and the curtain rises on Sundays at 
2:00 pm. (Adult $15; Senior, Military, Vet $12; Student $10.) Tickets will be available 
online at www.oldfortplayers.com just by clicking the ‘Book Now’ button.

Next season Old Fort Players will celebrate their 40th anniversary. The theater 
is located in downtown Fort Madison at 725 Avenue G. Send a Facebook message, 
send an email to oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com or call 319-372-9559 for more infor-
mation. Like them on Facebook (Fb@oldfortplayers) or visit the website to keep up 
with everything that’s going on at the theater.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

The Iowa Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) has 
received a $50,000 grant 
from Telligen Community 

Initiative (TCI) to fund an 
innovative program that 
offers public health tools, 
resources and programs 
through targeted public 
libraries.

The “Harnessing the 
Power of Iowa’s Libraries” 
project is being piloted in 
Perry and Cedar Rapids. 
Because public libraries and 
local public health agencies 
are at the heart of Iowa’s 
communities, they are well 
positioned to be partners 
in addressing health equity 
– helping all people to have 
the opportunity to attain 
their highest possible level of 
health. For the pilot, the Ce-
dar Rapids Public Library is 
working with Linn County 

Public Health, and the Perry 
Public Library with Dallas 
County Public Health.

Each library will tailor its 
public health offerings based 
on the local public health 
agency’s Community Health 
Needs Assessment & Health 
Improvement Planning 
(CHNA & HIP). Many 
libraries already understand 
the importance of healthy 
lifestyles. For instance, the 
Cedar Rapids Public Library 
has installed walking tread-
mill desks. The TCI funding 
will allow libraries to build 
off existing health promo-
tion efforts, in addition to 
expanding their offerings in 
partnership with their local 
public health agency.

IDPH to work with state libraries

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
http://www.playscripts.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
mailto:oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

The Pen City Current is seeking a part-time to full-
time stringer/reporter for south Lee County.

Candidates will have some writing experience and 
basic photography skills. Compensation based on 
story production. Coverage would include the city 
of Keokuk, Keokuk Public Schools, Central Lee 
Public schools, south Lee County breaking news, 
and features. Sports coverage would be considered 
as an additional beat for the right candidate. This 
is an excellent opportunity with a rapidly growing 
local independent news outlet. 

Please send resume, writing/photography samples, 
and cover letter via email to:

Chuck Vandenberg
Editor - Pen City Current

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Reporter/Stringer
South Lee County

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Mention this coupon at time of service

OFFOFF
OIL CHANGEOIL CHANGE

Includes FREE Seasonal Check Up:
Battery, Suspension, All Fluid Levels, 
Radiator & Coolant, Tires & Lights, PLUS 
Road Test

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot combine with 
any other offers. One time use.

Valid for a limited time only!

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCETHE DIFFERENCE $$1010
Thank you customers

for a great 2019!
We look forward to

serving you this year! 319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image
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Agent Info
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Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

mailto:editor%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Reporter/Stringer%20Position
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
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SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

YOUR AD 
HERE

319.371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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319-372-2144
707 Ave H

Fort Madison, IA 
thekingsleyguesthouse@gmail.com

Sunday,
February 9, 

2020
12 PM – 4 PM

Join the Kingsley Inn and other wedding 
professionals for a unique bridal opportunity! 
All vendors will work together to show you 
what happens when given a theme, just like 
your wedding!

• Kempker’s True Value & Rental
• River Rocks Bar & Grill
• Dodd Printing
• Sugar Lumps
• Swed & Co.
• Fat Jimmy’s Smokehouse & Catering
• Clara’s Garden
• The Colony Shop & Bridal Loft
• Dan Dalstra Photography
• Hy-Vee 
• Treblefl y Sounds DJ & Karaoke
• Small Grand Things
• Camber House
• Pure Romance
• Swoon Event Rental
• Cambre House & Farm
• Paige Pardall: Makeup & Hair
• Kingsley Inn
• Kingsley Guest House
More vendors and exciting news to come...

As you enter the Kingsley Inn, imagine walking in to 
your very own reception at our hotel! Vendors will be in 
the lobby, Club Room, Billiards Room, Parlor and the 
Guest House will be sat up for a wedding! The French 
doors to River Rocks will be open to highlight their area 
and all guest rooms will be open to look at too! 

WANTED: FARM hand. Cattle
& grain. Mt. Pleasant area.
563-260-2510

FOR SALE: 2002 Chevy Sil-
verado, 191K miles on 5.3 liter
engine. Automatic. 4X4. Runs
and drives well. Fresh oil
change. Does have a fair
amount of rust, but nearly new
tires. Truck is red on top and
black around the bottom.
Great truck to get around in
the snow. Heat works. Has CD
p l a y e r .  L o o k i n g  f o r
$2,500/obo. Text or call 319-
795-4071. Located in Keokuk.

FOR SALE: Must sell. 2007
Ford F-150 XLT Triton Cab &
a quarter. 96,300 original
miles. KBB $7967, asking
$6250. Will accept reasonable
offer. 319-201-0950

FOR SALE: 2014 Dodge Jour-
ney, 79k mi. Like new. 2 year
serv ice p lan.  Undercoat .
Loaded, V6, AT. $13,800. 319-
750-1501

FOR SALE: Four Micheline
235/75 R15 tires with alumin-
um rims off of a Ford Escape.
Excellent tread. $400 319-750-
7050

WANTED: FORD (Only) 1939
BACKING PLATES ONLY.
Left front & right front. Must
have Lg bolt on brake shoes.
Backing plates (2) bolts at bot-
tom and springs. Left rear &
right rear. Must have bolts on
brake shoes & springs. (2) Lg
bolts at bottom. Hydraulic
brakes. Leon at 319-371-6654
3356 Old Quarry Rd. in Wever

FREE TRUCK & trailer park-
ing spaces available for hotel
guests at Super 8 Motel in FM.

“It’s different because you don’t see so many girls, but 
you create a bond with these guys and that’s pretty cool 
to have that interaction with them. If I were to get stuck 
on the road or something. I know they would come 
help me.”

Howren said she’s usually goes to most shop shows 
offered by the school because she sees new opportuni-
ties and meets new people.

She said she’s leaning more towards welding and 
pipefitting.

But despite the uptick in activity focusing on high 
school students to see trades as a viable option to the 
college path, several organizers and presenters at the 
event said there’s more that can be done.

Ryan Drew, president of the Southeast Iowa Building 
and Trades and a member of the Local 150 Interna-
tional Union of Operating Engineers, said the state is 
misfiring on apprenticeship programs.

“We see two missing pieces. No. 1, we get them into 
these programs but then when say the city of Fort 
Madison builds a new library, we send it out to contrac-
tors to bid on, but we put no preference or any kind of 
language in there that we want our youth as apprentices 
to be involved in building these projects,” Drew said. 

 “Instead we just say we want the person that can 
build it the cheapest.”

He said unions are trying to drive that message to 
legislators and the Governor’s office. 

“We say these careers are great, but if we want to keep 
these kids here in our community we have to support 
those jobs when we are building a new gym or a new 
plant,” he said.

 “That’s what we see as a flaw in the state of Iowa. 
Other state’s have taken that initiative to either incen-
tivize contracts at bidding time or they require them at 

bidding time.” Drew said.
Drew also said people 

aren’t talking enough about 
safety. He said construction work is routinely in the 
top 10 as far dangerous occupations and said students 
need to hear that and make sure they are being trained 
according to safety standards.

“We can’t be misleading these kids. These are dan-
gerous jobs and you want to make sure the company 
you working for has the proper protections in place,” he 
said.

Robertson said he’s been a little surprised that money 
isn’t typically the first things students have been asking 
about. But he said the subject almost always comes up.

 “They usually ask what kind of work we do and 
where we do it,” Robertson said. 

 “Most of the time I have to ask them how much 
they think it pays. And when we get into that and the 
benefits and retirement annuities, then they get pretty 
interested.”

Drew said a 2018 Burlington High School graduate 
who went to work on a state highway project north of 
Burlington as a first-year apprentice made $32,000 in 
five and half months.

 “That’s a pretty good return on the investment for 
the state of Iowa,” Drew said.

Jacob Nye, with the electrical workers Local 113, said 
the shows are helping with the message that college isn’t 
for everyone.

“The push over the years to go to college, that pushed 
a lot of our kids out of the area. We want our kids to 
stay here, and do well and earn a good living and that’s 
what these opportunities provide.”

Nye said there isn’t near enough of the trade shows 
going on.

“Absolutely not.” Nye said. ‘I don’t know… it’s a focus 
we have to encourage students to look at their options. 

Where do they want to live, what jobs are available and 
then you select the training you need to do that job. 
Instead of that college mentality.”

Jesse Howard, of New London is a 1st Sgt. of Recruit-
ing for Southeast Iowa with the National Guard said 
southeast Iowa is begging for events like this to help fill 
skills gaps all over the area.

“There is more and more investment in trade pro-
grams now. New London is rebuilding their trades 
programs. Burlington and Fort Madison continue to 
grow their’s because they see the importance of it,” 
Howard said. 

“Folks in the field are saying we need qualified people 
to come and work here. We’ll teach and train ’em but 
we need them to want to work here.”

Robertson said math and attendance are two of the 
biggest things potential apprentice candidates need to 
be concerned with.

“It’s the math, the algebra, geometry, trigonometry is 
so important.”

But he said applications are also weighted heavily on 
attendance at high school.

“They rely on them showing up every day on time 
because they have a crew that is designed with four 
guys who have to get a job done,” he said. “If the fourth 
guy doesn’t show up… now they’re waiting on someone 
which isn’t good.”

Independent contractors and development groups 
are also putting resources toward trade and state STEM 
efforts. The Fort Madison Economic Development 
Group just donated $1,000 to the Fort Madison High 
School welding program for equipment.

Other local industries partner regularly with Lee 
County Economic Development Group to put on class-
es and events that focus on jobs that are available in the 
area that may require a certification, but don’t necessar-
ily require a college degree.

TRADES - Continued from Page 1

Students after apprenticeships need to bone up on math

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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