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LCEDG keeps working at labor pool

SCC holds to 
regular class 
schedules

CORONAVIRUS

District looking 
for volunteers for 
facility committee

FMCSD
I stopped in for breakfast with the 

movers and shakers of Lee County 
Wednesday morning.

Everyone from business owners, to 
educators, to politicians and economic 
development players sat over some 
hot food and hot coffee to listen to an 
update from Lee County Economic 
Development Group officials as to 
what’s happening in our little corner of 
the world.

It’s one of the first things I’ve done 
since the death of our daughter on 

Feb. 20. I’ve been picking limited en-
gagements where I can get in and out 
pretty quickly and steal some news. It’s 
uncomfortable for me,… and assured-
ly uncomfortable for others. Losing a 
child is terrifying, dark, and difficult 
to talk about. But it’s ok. I love talking 

about her.
But I wasn’t the only one harboring 

a bit of emotion Wednesday morning.
LCEDG President and CEO Dennis 

Fraise talked passionately about the 
state of the workforce of Lee County, 
and the path we’re headed down. He 
talked about what’s currently being 
done to address local employers de-
mand for productive workers, efforts 
to rebuild the county’s workforce, 
growing it’s tax base through attrac-

SEVERE WEATHER WEEK:  March 23 -27, 2020
Severe weather preparedness set for week of March 23

Submitted article

LEE COUNTY – March 23-27, 2020, 
is Severe Weather Awareness Week in 
Iowa. 

Lee County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Iowa Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management, and the National Weath-

er Service have joined together to 
promote severe weather awareness and 
preparedness during this week.  

Changing seasons bring unsettled 
weather and Steve Cirinna, Lee County 
Emergency Management Coordinator, 
encourages everyone to be prepared 
and know how to stay safe during and 

after the storm. You never know when 
a storm may hit, creating potential elec-
trical hazards, damage to your home or 
property, or injuries.

The best solution is to plan ahead 
and be prepared. For each day during 
Severe Weather Awareness Week it is 

BY PCC STAFF

WEST BURLINGTON – Officials at 
Southeastern Community College have 
implemented a plan to address coronavirus 
(COVID-19) concerns and to ensure the 
safety of the campus community.

Although the coronavirus has arrived in 
the United States, it is too soon to predict 
the impact the virus may have on SCC. As 
a preventive measure, officials are taking all 
appropriate steps and will continue to follow 
the expert guidance of the Iowa Department 
of Public Health and related governmental 
agencies. Consistent with this guidance, 
SCC has no plans to alter, cancel, or sus-
pend regular college operations at this time.

“Our number one concern is the safety of 
our campus community,” says SCC Presi-

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison 

School district, fresh off an voter approved 
bump to the physical plant levy, is looking 
for community members to help with future 
facility plans.

With the recent passing of the Voted 
Physical Plant and Equipment levy, (VPPEL) 
Fort Madison Community School District is 
inviting community members to participate 
in forming an ad hoc Facilities Committee to 
help develop a long-range facilities plan.

Voters approved a $1.34/$1,000 assessed 
valuation on March 3 by a 64% approval 
rating. School officials have indicated the 
bump will not increase the overall school levy 
because state formulas project the district levy, 
with the increased VPPEL contribution, to be 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Lee County Economic Development Group CEO Dennis Fraise talks with business owners, politicians, 
and other economic development investors Wednesday morning at Quality Inn and Suites.

See FRAISE, page 2
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IOWA LOTTERY
MEGA MILLIONS 03/10 .....................6 17 48 54 69, Mega Ball: 12 Megaplier: 5
PICK 3 03/10 MIDDAY .....................................................................................3 4 3
PICK 3 03/10 EVENING ................................................................................... 7 4 9
PICK 4 03/10 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 8 7 6 7
PICK 4 03/10 EVENING ............................................................................. 0 4 0 4

THU 12 Mar........................................................ Light Rain, 55.8º F/ 40.2º F
FRI 13 Mar .........................................................Light Snow, 46.7º F/ 39.7º F
SAT 14 Mar ................................................................. Snow, 34.3º F/ 32.8º F

See SCC, page 3

See SCHOOLS, page 3See WEATHER, page 5
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Dedicated  to learning  
about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS
CONNECTION

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

tion – and, not to go all Harry Potter, but talking 
about that which can’t be talked about.

I know from brushing Fraise repeatedly for infor-
mation about this rumor or that rumor, that these 
folks are tight lipped. But he professionally and 
pleasantly dismisses me, and then offers to buy me a 
sandwich.

The typical jovial Fraise was a bit more bristly on 
Thursday. As he thanked everyone for their contin-
ued partnership and touted the 50/50 public/private 
funding model in place, he talked about the “winter” 
that’s coming as baby boomers retire. The winter 
being what could be a deadly cold spell in the labor 
market where Lee County ranks 88th of 99 counties 
in residents without post secondary certifications or 
educational achievement.

He talked about how 40% of the students in Lee 
County don’t know what their career path looks like, 
and how the county has lost almost 9,000 people 
since the 1980 census, with more census data looming 
this year.

This is a man who, short of pom poms and a pleated 
skirt, is one of – if not the – biggest cheerleader for 
the county. He helped organize a World Record Tulip 
plant, has helped lead LCEDG to prestigious state, na-
tional and world economic development recognition, 
and ushered in Bridges Out of Poverty to address 
generational poverty. All while co-creating a national-
ly recognized economic development podcast that is 
gaining national attention.

He called that ‘winning the battle – but losing the 
war’.

“I think we could be.” he told the group of about 50 

at Quality Inn and Suites.
He said contributions and invest-

ments to LCEDG efforts are at the 
highest level, and it’s critical to keeping 
the momentum going.

“We take your investment very 
serious. Whether it’s taxpayer dollars 
or private money – wherever it comes 
from is a big deal for us,” he said.

“Six or seven years ago we were 100% 
funded by the Lee County Board of 
Supervisors. If you look at our organi-
zation today, we’re a 50/50 partnership 
with the Board of Supervisors giving 
40%, Keokuk and Fort Madison each 

at 5% and private money at 50%. That’s a true private/
public partnership and we’re pretty excited about 
that.”

He said economic development is a team game 
and almost every industry in Lee County supports 
LCEDG efforts.

“That’s a report card we take a lot of pride in.” Fraise 
said.

But he said the county has to keep its collective foot 
on the accelerator and raised a quote from former 
boxer Mike Tyson who’s famously said, “Everyone has 
a plan until you get punched in the mouth,”

“Do you want to be the fist – or the face,” Fraise 
asked.

“This is very real. When I think what’s going to hap-
pen in the next 10 years, and think about the strug-
gles in retaining our industry, this is what it looks 
like. This is how brutal it’s going to be, and if you 
don’t think it’s going to be brutal – start reading.”

But Fraise said the LCEDG’s efforts gives companies 
in Lee County the confidence to invest.

He pointed as evidence to the recent expansion at 
Scotts Miracle Gro and ConAgra Foods. Scotts cur-
rently has more than 100 job openings and ConAgra 
will soon be adding 90 jobs to it’s production lines in 
an expansion announced earlier this year.

He paraphrased Abraham Lincoln who convinced 
his three top political opponents to join his campaign 
right after being elected president.

“We’re better together. And we’re better when we 
walk and act together, and when we work together,” 
Fraise said. “He knew that was the right thing to do.”

Fraise said there are major projects that Lee County 
is still being considered for that just can’t be discussed 
because projects can blow up if information seeps 
out. A Joint Education Center for Lee County, to help 
address skills gaps, is taking up a lot of time and re-
sources. But is invaluable to industries and educators 
in the area – and is finding its path.

LCEDG has been active in STEM programming at 
all levels of county educational systems. They’ve also 
been instrumental in bringing career exploration 
models to all grades of students, not just in Lee Coun-
ty but in southeast Iowa.

So the emotion is welcome. Right now there’s a 
lot to be emotional about. Budgets are tight, viruses 
as freakin’ everyone out, and death has come to our 
door.

But I went for breakfast because the connections 
here are important, and I like the passion of those 
folks and you should, too. They not only work very 
hard to protect the 4,000 manufacturing jobs and 
$250 million in annual payroll, but help connect the 
dots for other companies looking for a new home.

I saw passion and confidence not only on the faces 
of Fraise and Dana Millard, LCEDG’s Economic 
Development Project Manager, but in the faces of the 
investors in attendance as well.

These are bright people here, and they see the forest 
through the trees. The news isn’t always good, but it 
should make us feel good they see that and are proac-
tive with it.

Sometimes the news is good – and there’s no better 
reflection of the effort than that.

Lee and I are trying to do just a bit more every day 
to bring our product back to full operation, but it’s a 
tough go. We hope to have some expansion news of 
our own this spring, but for now…that’s Beside the 
Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of Pen 
City Current and can be reached by email at editor@
pencitycurrent.com.
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Baby boomer exit could lead to labor “winter”
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Be Sure.
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the area’s leading insurance agencies.
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Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/10/20 – 12:55 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2000 block of Avenue G.
03/10/20 – 1:53 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2000 block of Avenue G.
03/10/20 – 2:50 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1100 block of Avenue G.
03/10/20 – 2:55 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 6000 block of Avenue O.
03/10/20 – 4:02 p.m. Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1200 block of 26th Street.
03/11/20 – 10:11 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Chad Dean Sistern, 34, of 
Fort Madison, in the 800 
block of Avenue G, on a war-
rant service. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
03/11/20 – 10:14 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Charles Eli Boyle, 26, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2200 block 
of Avenue L, on warrants 
for probation violation. 

He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
03/11/20 – 7:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Bradley Bohnenkamp, 33, 
no address listed, in the 
1600 block of Avenue G, on 
a warrants for driving while 
suspended. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

03/10/20 – 1:39 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Hwy 61 south-
bound near mile marker 19. 
According to the report, a 
vehicle driven by Shannon 
Esther Pfeiff, 47, of West 
Burlington, was left aban-
doned in the southbound 
lane with severe damage. 
Authorities spoke to the own-
er of the vehicle identified as 
Lori Hogberg, who let Pfeiff 
borrow the vehicle. Pfeiff al-
legedly told officers she didn’t 
remember much about the 
accident and left the scene 
because she didn’t know 
what she was supposed to 
do. No injuries were report-
ed, charges are pending.

03/10/20 – 1:37 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Brandi Rae Briggs, 26, 
of Keokuk at Hawkeye Vil-
lage in Keokuk, on a warrant 
for contempt of court. She 
was taken to the Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
03/10/20 – 3:52 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Andrea Lace 
Thacher, 27, of Keokuk, at 
the intersection of 204th 
Avenue and 240th Avenue 
in Keokuk, on a warrant 
for contempt of court. She 
was released on bond.
03/10/20 – 8:58 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Stephanie Sue 
Allen, 47, of Keokuk, at 
the Van Buren County Line 
in Keosauqua on a war-
rant for contempt of court. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

03/10/20 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls. 

dent Dr. Michael Ash. “We are following 
events closely and will take appropriate 
steps under the guidance of the Iowa De-
partment of Public Health and the CDC.”

On Wednesday detailed emails were sent 
to students and employees with informa-
tion on what the college is doing and what 
individuals can do to prevent the spread 
of the virus and to promote good hygiene. 
They also include information about what 
to do if someone exhibits symptoms or 
thinks they are sick.

In addition, students received informa-
tion on the class attendance policy relating 
to what to do in the event of an illness.

Ash says that his team is also in contact 
with other higher education institutions 
and area K12 districts.

“We’re all in this together,” says Ash. 
“While many of us are taking the same 
preventive measures, we all have to make 
adjustments to best suit our institution. 
The situation is quite fluid and subject to 
change.”

In order to ensure the health and safety 
of the entire SCC community, officials 
have implemented a number of steps to 
minimize risk of exposure. 

Steps include: 
• Increased frequency of cleaning & dis-

infectant applications in common areas
• Increased number of hand sanitizing 

stations and cleaning wipe dispensers
• Posted signage on proper personal 

hygiene and handwashing practices
• Posted signage on how to spot signs 

of illness and what to do if you think you 
may be sick

• A centralized information and resourc-
es page on the SCC website

• A special attendance policy and pro-
cedures for students and staff who exhibit 
symptoms

Ash encourages members of the cam-
pus community to follow state and local 
health official communications regarding 
developments in our region and to exercise 
good judgment.

“If you think you’re sick, stay home,” 
says Dr. Ash. “Follow the guidelines set by 
the health professionals.”

A central webpage detailing the steps the 
College is taking and containing com-
munications and updates can be found at 
https://www.scciowa.edu/landing/corona-
virus-response-updates.aspx.

SCC - Continued from Page 1

SCC to monitor health situation

under what district taxpay-
ers are currently paying this 
year.

Members of the commit-
tee will help shape the future 
of FMCSD by developing 
plans that address building 
and learning space needs. 
The final plan and recom-
mendations will then be 
taken to the school board. 

A forthcoming Estes re-
port will be the foundation 
of this committee’s work as 
the group will analyze their 
findings of both the Facility 
Condition Assessment as 
well as the Facility Needs 
Assessment. Estes Con-
struction is a highly touted 
school construction man-
agement company that has 
been conducting a full-scale 
facilities assessment on the 
district’s high school, and 

two elementary schools.
The committee may 

meet as early as the end of 
March or early April to get a 
foundational understanding 
of FMCSD’s facilities and 
options. 

In a announcement 
on the districts web-
site at https://www.
fmcsd.org/2020/03/06/
join-the-fmcsd-facili-
ty-committee/, district 
officials are looking for 
members from a variety 
of different groups listed 
below.

Parent Representative 
(High School); Parent Rep-
resentative (Middle School); 
Parent Representative (Ele-
mentary School); Certified 
Staff (High School); Certi-
fied Staff (Middle School): 
Certified Staff (Elementary 

School); Classified Staff; 
Students (High School); Lo-
cal Business Representative; 
Local Government Repre-
sentative; Local Community 
Member

“We are looking for a 
diverse group and hope that 
you will consider joining. 
Please note that not all 
groups may ultimately be 
represented on the facilities 
committee. Further, signing 
up does not necessarily 
mean that you will get a 
spot on the committee as 
seats are limited. FMCSD 
cabinet (department direc-
tors) will select members 
from the list of applicants. 

To sign up, candidates 
can fill out a form at http://
bit.ly/AdHocFacCom or 
contact the district’s central 
office at 319-372-7252.

SCHOOLS - Continued from Page 1

District looking for wide array of volunteers
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Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632
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If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday-Saturday

6:00pm

Tuesday, March 17th
St. Patrick’s Day

Opening at 4pm
Lincoln Neighborhood Watch Fundraiser

O’Hill Siders
The

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
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Thank you to all our customers who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few 
ways you can help:

• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

20202020
To Do ListTo Do List
Save Our Planet

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT suggested that you review a different subject that will help you get 

prepared for the anticipated storms that will strike our area. 
• Monday – Severe Thunderstorms
• Tuesday – Receiving Warning Information
• Wednesday – Tornadoes 
• Thursday – Family Preparedness
• Friday – Flash Flooding 
The highlight of Severe Weather Awareness Week is the annual tor-

nado drill scheduled for Wednesday, March 25. A test tornado watch 
will be issued, by the National Weather Service, at 10:00 am, followed 
by a test tornado warning at 10:15 am.

Schools, businesses, state and local governments and individuals are 
strongly encouraged to participate in the drill.  The weather service 
will activate the all-hazards weather radio system and Emergency 
Alert System (EAS).

The cities of Denmark, Keokuk and Fort Madison are planning on 
activating their outdoor warning sirens. The sirens will be turned 
on and confirmed that they are working and then be turned off.  Lee 
County Emergency Management will also send out a test alert via 
AlertIowa.  

Signing up for AlertIowa is easy and free.  You can go to https://
www.leecountyema.com/ and click on the AlertIowa logo and follow 
the instructions.  

In the event of severe weather in Iowa on Wednesday, March 25th, 
the drill will be postponed until Thursday, the 26th of March, accord-
ing to Cirinna. 

“The drill can be postponed by the National Weather Service if 
severe weather is threatening other parts of the state since this is a 
state-wide drill,” Cirinna said.

“We do not want to confuse anyone with a test if there is a true 
threat to life or property and we want citizens to take immediate ac-
tion to protect themselves.”  

All residents are urged to purchase an all-hazards weather radio 
from a local retailer if they have not done so already. As the siren sys-
tem is an outdoor warning system and may not necessarily be heard 
by those who are indoors or are not nearby a siren, the weather radio 
is designed to work indoors.

Plus, there are many areas in the county such as the rural areas and 
housing developments outside the city limits that cannot hear the 
outdoor warning sirens. There are also communities and cities in Lee 
County that are not covered with an outdoor warning system.

If individuals need assistance programming their radio they can 
contact Lee County Emergency Management, 319-372-4124, for 
assistance. 

Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management has informa-
tion on individual and family preparedness at www.beready.iowa.gov. 
The National Weather Service the National Weather Service (NWS) 
will promote severe weather safety on their website www.weather.gov/
dvn and by issuing informative public information statements.  

Additional information about severe weather, emergency pre-
paredness and family safety can be found at www.ready.gov or www.
beready.iowa.gov.   You can also follow Lee County Iowa Emergency 
Management on Facebook and Twitter for helpful tips and other 
information.  

WEATHER - Continued from Page 1

Local tornado testing set for March 25CLASSIFIEDS

YOUR 
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