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Mask mandate moves on
COUNTY ATTORNEY:  Braden said passing regulation could encumber court system

Central Lee 
inducts seven 
into Hall

HALL OF FAME

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – The Lee County Board of Health is 
one step closer to implementing a mask requirement for 
county residents.

At a public hearing this morning held via teleconfer-
ence, close to 45 people listened, and about 18 of them 
commented against a countywide mask mandate.

Despite the concerns brought forward, the Board of 
Health unanimously voted to move the mask regulation 

to the Lee County Board of Supervisors. Board of Health 
member Dr. David Wenger-Keller was absent from the 
hearing.

The hearing lasted one hour with several people making 
multiple comments saying the move is an overreach of au-
thority, medically unnecessary, and impedes civil liberties.

Lee County Attorney Ross Braden said the regulation 
now goes to the Board of Supervisor for approval. Lee 

VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRY

Residents question city’s motive on  program
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A proposed 
ordinance that would require 
property owners to register vacant 
buildings in the city met with some 
opposition from a group attending 

a public hearing Wednesday night.
The hearing was called by city 

officials to have communication 
with property owners about the 
new program.

The ordinance takes a look at 
what a vacant property is, when it 
would have to be registered, and 

under what circumstances. A pro-
posed fee schedule is also included 
in the proposal.

Fort Madison Building Director 
Doug Krogmeier said the program 
was not to generate funds for the 

DONNELLSON, IOWA — The Central 
Lee Community School District has an-
nounced the 2020 inductees to its Aca-
demic Hall of Fame.

Five former students and two former 
staff members are being honored this year. 
Alumni inductees include Major General 
Timothy J. Lowenberg (Class of 1964), 
U.S. Navy Vice Admiral (Ret.) Gerald L. 
Hoewing (’67), Donald Lloyd Kirchner 
(’73), Dr. Carrie A. Schin-
stock (’96) and Amber 
(Hohl) Conlee (’01). 

Former staff member 
inductees are Deanna Lind 
Reynolds, who coordinated 
the district’s Gifted and 
Talented program for 27 
years until her retirement in 2008, and 
Marge Wilhelm, who served as a teach-
er, principal and superintendent for the 
district before retiring in 1992. 

The Academic Hall of Fame was created 
as a means of recognizing, preserving and 
promoting Central Lee’s rich history and 
tradition of excellence. The award empha-
sizes the importance of high-achieving 
graduates and staff who have contributed 
toward making the world a better place 
through their professional, military, public 
service, leadership and business careers. 

“We are incredibly excited to honor 
these outstanding alumni and former 
teachers, who serve as role models for our 
current generation of young people,” said 
Dr. Andy Crozier, Central Lee Superinten-
dent.

“These individuals have made a signif-
icant impact on the people around them 
both during their time in our schools and 
in their other pursuits throughout their 
lives. It gives us great pride to honor them 
in this way.”

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld explains a point to people attending a hearing on the city’s proposed 
vacant building ordinance Wednesday night at the Fort Madison Public Library.

See APPROVAL, page 8
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CROZIER

Five alumni and two 
former staffers tapped 
for Academic Hall

See CENTRAL LEE, page 7
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Submitted by Pati Toops, Fort Madison 
Housing Authority Director

FORT MADISON – 
This doesn’t tell all the 
struggles I’ve had since 
getting out of a destruc-
tive relationship but 
it’s says from the heart.  
When the housing au-
thority asked me if they 
could do a piece on me 
and my daughter about 
getting our own house. I 
thought,  why me? I don’t 
deserve to be recognized 
in any way. I was just 
trying to do better for me 
and my child. But then, 
that’s what it is all about. 
Parents with children 
who for a variety of 
reasons need affordable 
housing and find it with 
the housing authority. I 
was lost! I didn’t know 
how to move forward. I 
was determined to move 
forward and upwards. I 
desired my own home. 
It seemed to me that my 
whole life I just wanted 
my own space. I searched 
for the right opportunity. 

I finally found one. With 
my brother’s co-sign and 
great friends to help with 
the move. I claimed a 
little house I could afford. 

I’m grateful that housing 
was there when I had no 
options in my last rela-
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319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

– Abraham Lincoln

“Most folks are as happy
as they make their minds up to be.”

We wish you and your family good health, peace, & happiness always.

OBITUARIES

MYRON W. PUNDT
Myron Wayne Pundt, 57, lost his year and a half long battle with cancer in Iowa 

City, Iowa, on September 14, 2020.
Myron was born in Bloomfield, Iowa, to Harold Pundt and Freda Thornton. He 

graduated in 1981 from Central Lee High School and then continued on to Hawk-
eye Tech where he graduated with a Degree in mechanical engineering. He worked 

at Hawk Technology/ALM for just shy of 25 years and was the Vice 
President of Engineering at the time of his passing. Myron married his 
wife Kris in April of 1987, they were married for 33 years.

Myron lived In Aledo, Illinois for the last 20 years. He loved spend-
ing time with his family, doing projects around the house, riding 
horses, and boating. He was an extremely proud and loving father of 
two and was known and loved by many. One of his greatest joys in life 
was being “PaPa” to his grandchildren. 

He is survived by his wife: Kris Pundt of Aledo; son: Justin Pundt of Aledo; daugh-
ter: Jessica Pundt (Justin Fuller) of Reynolds; father: Harold (Carolyn) Pundt of Ke-
okuk; mother: Freda Thornton of Donnellson; father and mother-in-;aw: Marv and 
Fran Kroemer of Casa Grande Arizona; brother: Harlan (Lori) Pundt of Donnellson; 
sister: Denise Roberts (Aaron Nichols) of Donnellson; 5 grandchildren: Cason, 
Owen, Addison, Evelyn, and Holden and many loving nieces and nephews. 

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Friday, September 18, 2020, at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in Donnellson where the family will receive friends from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. that afternoon.

A Memorial Service will be held at 3:00 p.m. Friday, September 18, 2020 at 
Schmitz Funeral Home with Pastor Dean Graber officiating.

Those attending are required to wear a mask and social distance.
A Celebration of Life for Myron will be held at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, September 19, 

2020, at Myron & Kris’s in Aledo.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in his memory.
Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

PUNDT

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

City housing authority 
helps mom find home

Linda Patchett and daughter Hevin on the front 
steps of their new home

See FMHA, page 7

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com


Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Pen City Current - Thursday, September 17, 2020 - 3

Local News

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com
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Pothitakis Dentistry
Now Taking Appointments

Dr. Stephanie Heyland is taking appointments
at our Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.

Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison

319-372-4882

Fall getting ready to spring at FM Public Library

BY SARAH CLENDINENG
FM Public Library Director

FORT MADISON - This month’s Take and Make 
is a luminary incorporating leaves and flowers 
found in nature. The first step in this project is 
to go outside, take and walk, and see what pretty 
leaves, flowers and grasses you can find, the flatter, 
the better. I was lucky and, in addition to some late 
fall zinnias, I found a Hawk Moth that I incorpo-
rated into my project. I didn’t kill it but I think it 
had an unfortunate run-in with a car.

There are many great places to walk outside in 
Fort Madison and Lee County. First, don’t forget 
your neighborhood. The neighbors across the street 
from me have the most beautiful maple, whose 
leaves are just starting to turn and fall off. A block 
down, from me there is an evergreen tree with the 
most picture perfect little pinecones. If you want 
to step outside of your neighborhood, take a walk 
along the Port Trail (PORT trail (https://www.
fortmadison.com/visit-us/what-to-do/port-pro-
moting-outdoor-recreational-trails/). Currently, 
the trail runs from Ivanhoe Park to Baxter Sports 
Complex around the middle school but extensions 
are planned, and under progress, to take it out west 
to the hospital and east past the High School up to 
Rodeo Park. Speaking of Rodeo Park, this is anoth-

er beautiful area to take a walk. Stick to the con-
crete sidewalk or take a dirt trail shortcut. The trees 
and bushes are beautiful.

If you are feeling even more adventurous and 
venture outside the Fort Madison city limits, Lee 
County has several parks with fabulous walk-
ing trails (https://leecounty.org/facility.aspx-
?id=20901&catid=25). My favorite is Wilson Lake 
with a trail that goes all the way around the lake 
and, just a little way past the RV camping area, is 
a place I have named “Turtle Point” because it’s 
a wonderful spot to sit and watch turtles bask on 
their logs. You have to be very quiet, though, or 
you’ll scare them away. Heron Bend has a very nice, 
circular walking trail, a little more than a half mile 
long. Finally, but certainly not least, Pollmiller is 
a beautiful lake to walk around, though the trail is 
not a complete circle.

If you’re interested in exploring nature further, 
the library has some books with ideas for crafts and 
suggestions for the beginning naturalist:

The Amateur Naturalist by Gerald Durrell (574 
DUR)

Enjoying Nature with Your Family by Michael 
Chinery (574.028 CHI)

Wreaths and Other Nature Crafts by Better 
Homes and Gardens (745.926 BET)

The Nature Connection: An Outdoor Workbook 
by Clare Walker Leslie (508 LES)

The Practical Naturalist: Explore the Wonders of 
the Natural World by Audubon (508 HAM)

Make it Wild! 101 Things to Make and Do Out-
doors by Fiona Danks and Jo Schofield (790.1922 
DAN)

Toad Cottages and Shooting Stars: Grandma’s 
Bag of Tricks by Sharon Lovejoy (790.1922 LOV)

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on 
the Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson (917.404 BRY)

Upcoming Events at the Fort Madison Public Li-
brary –Library Closed – The Library will be closed 
on Monday, October 12 for employee training.

Minecraft –4:00-5:30 on Monday October 5 and 
19. Space is limited and we are not taking reserva-
tions.

Hang Teen – Tuesday, October 6 and 20, 3:30-
5:00, for ages 12-18.

Pre-School/Toddler Story Hour –Wednesday 
morning at 10:30 for toddlers and pre-school age 
children.

Wacky Wednesday – Craft day October 7, 21 and 
28, 2:00-4:00 pm. STEM with Lee County Exten-
sion

Munching Mysteries from 2:00-2:45 October 14. 
Wacky Wednesday Encore from 11:00-12:00 on 
Saturday October 3, 17 and 31.

Thursday Crafternoon –Thursday, 3:30-5:00, for 
ages 12 and older, including adults. This program 
involves a month long activity so we recommend 
joining at the beginning of the month in order to 
have time to finish the project.

All Booked Up! – The library’s book discussion 
group meets on the first Thursday of the month 
at 1:30 p.m. On Thursday, October 1, we will be 
discussing “Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout. 
Copies of the book are available at the library for 
check out. Join us for a lively discussion. On No-
vember 5, we will be discussing “Sacred Hearts” by 
Sarah Dunant.

Full slate of activities planned 
for the fall season at the Fort 
Madison city library

https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.TKEF.org
https://www.fortmadison.com/visit-us/what-to-do/port-promoting-outdoor-recreational-trails/
https://www.fortmadison.com/visit-us/what-to-do/port-promoting-outdoor-recreational-trails/
https://www.fortmadison.com/visit-us/what-to-do/port-promoting-outdoor-recreational-trails/
https://leecounty.org/facility.aspx?id=20901&catid=25
https://leecounty.org/facility.aspx?id=20901&catid=25
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Everyone

Recycling
Superhero

can be a

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Just follow these easy tips!
Recycyle only clean, dry, and loose    
materials such as:

• Cardboard (without inside packing      
materials)

• Paper Products (i.e. newspaper, junk 
mail, office and school paper)

• Paperboard such as cereal & cracker 
boxes

• Plastic bottles & jugs (Nos. 1-7)
• Tin & aluminum cans
• Glass bottles (please don’t place these in 

residential curbside bins or rural recy-
cling trailers – there are bins specifically 
for glass at both facilities)

Place all recyclables loosely in all bins,
residential pick up, rural trailers, and 
bins at either of our facilities

These materials should be thrown in 
the trash, as they aren’t recyclable:

• Plastic, latex, cloth disposable gloves, 
masks

• Household trash
• Food waste & liquids
• Disposable plates, cups, cutlery
• Styrofoam in any form
• Plastic bags and film wrap, bubble wrap
• Wrapping paper & gift bags
• Dishes, windows, ceramic, crystal, 

bakeware, car glass, etc.
If you’re uncertain as to whether 
something is recyclable, please call 
our office to inquire.

Hounds want to bring County Seat back to FMHS
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – It’s homecoming week again, as 
much as it can be, and with all things red and black at 
FMHS, the Bloodhounds are focused on a purple and 
red chair.

The “County Seat” is up for grabs again as the 
Keokuk Chiefs (2-1) come into Richmond Stadium to 
tangle with the 2-1 Hounds on Jim Youel Field.

The Chiefs won 28-20 last year and swiped the chair 
from Fort Madison who’d had it the two previous 
years.

FM Head Coach Derek Doherty said the Chiefs are 
better team than 2019, but so are the Hounds.

The Chiefs return senior signal caller Corey Skin-
ner who’s accounted for 775 yards of offense and 
seven scores in just three games. His favorite target is 
Anthony Potratz, who has 179 yards and three of four 
Skinner touchdown tosses.

 “Skinner and Potratz hurt us big time last year. 
They were a major part of the game last year and here 
they are again,” Doherty said.

 “We feel they’re better than they were last year, but 
we feel we’re better than we were in the secondary last 
year, so it should be an interesting matchup,”

Saying the Hounds are better in the secondary is an 
understatement. Fort Madison has nine interceptions 
for 171 yards and a couple scores and they are very 

opportunistic and quick to the ball when it’s in the air.
“Our secondary is wired different. If it’s checker’s 

they want to win and we enjoy that. The dropped 
balls early on is frustrating, but you have to look at 
the positives. We’re in the right spot, jumping routes 
and we just need to keep finishing the plays,” Doherty 
said.

Safety Will Larson has four picks on the year. Brock 
Califf, Gavin Wiseman, Tate Johnson and Calem Ma-
clearn all have picks on the year. Wiseman is out with 
a broken ankle from two weeks ago.

Doherty said Califf is playing as well as he ever has.
“It all starts in his head. He doesn’t miss weights – 

doesn’t miss opportunities,” Doherty said.
  “He wants to be good and we love that about him. 

In the weight room his numbers are freakishly awe-
some and it shows in his power output. Even though 
he’s not very tall he can’t get up there. He’s a dude that 
we’re really proud of.”

Califf gets his hands on the ball on offense and 
shores up the secondary on defense while also return-
ing punts and kicks.

Despite having less than 50 yards in total offense 
last week against Washington, the Hounds have 
had production moving the ball in the previous two 
games with close to 600 yards in offense.

Larson has thrown for 272 yards and a touchdown 
and has a rushing touchdown. The Hounds like to 
spread things out and have thrown to seven different 
receivers. Junior Tate Johnson has two scores in just 
under 100 yards through the air.

Senior Keaton Poe leads the Bloodhound rushing 
attack with 119 hard yards on 16 carries. Junior Jakob 
McGowan is still looking to break out and has 71 
yards on 27 attempts.

But the Hounds defense, which has been opportu-
nistic and staunch most of the year, that could be the 
key to a Bloodhound homecoming win Friday.

Doherty said the secondary will have to keep an 
eye on Potratz and stop any big plays, a task they’ve 
handled pretty well so far.

 “They have a quick jitterbug in the backfield in 
Equilius Lee, that kid can go, no doubt about it and 
Skinner’s a great quarterback. He’s a kid who wants to 
make plays,” Doherty said.

 “He’s gonna run the ball hard and then all of a sud-
den he’s gonna put one up for Potratz who’s a fantastic 
receiver. So we have to limit the big plays and then 
take advantage of our opportunities.”

Fort Madison will need a better start than last Fri-
day when the dug a hole quick on a safety on the first 
possession. Doherty said that can’t happen again on 
Friday.

“We said it halftime to our guys. We played proba-
bly the worst football you could play in the first half. 
You’re starting off the first series and you get a safety 
after a negative 13-yard pass play. Couldn’t have start-
ed much worse than that.” he said.

“But I was proud of our guys for digging down and 
continuing to battle when things weren’t going well.”

Despite being down 15-0 at halftime of last week’s 
29-7 loss to No. 5 Washington, Fort Madison contin-
ued to put stops on the Demons’ offense and scored 
two touchdowns in the fourth quarter. The first 
of which was called back on Hound penalty, after 
Johnson got loose on sideline route, shaking off two 
tackles to the endzone.

“I think we’re showing growth on the mental side 
of game. In the past we’ve been known for folding, 
and you know – we didn’t fold, we didn’t concede. We 
kept playing and fighting through adverse situations 
and I’m proud of our guys for that.” Doherty said.

“It’s growing pains. We’re understanding the offense 
more and more every week. Coach Menke called a 
great game (Friday). The things he was calling were 
there, but we have an execution problem right now.”

Kick off is set for 7 p.m. following senior night ac-
tivities. A voucher attendance system is in place again 
to help with social distancing at the game. No atten-
dance will be allowed without a voucher. Coaches and 
athletes were given vouchers to hand out.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds

Iowa State
Penitentiary

in Fort Madison 
has openings

for correctional 
officers

Correctional officers serve 
as the backbone to the cor-
rectional system. Their ca-
reers are both challenging 
and rewarding as they bal-
ance their security mission 
with the mission of helping 
those incarcerated reform 
themselves into a successful, 
law-abiding citizen upon their 
reentry. Once fully trained, 
Correctional Officers can 
make a lasting impact on 
an incarcerated person’s life 
while also helping maintain 
safe and secure correctional 
facilities. New Correctional 
Officers earn a full time sal-
ary as they go through their 
training, and the State offers 
one of the most competitive 
benefits packages in the pri-
vate or public sectors.
 
Salary range is $42,307 to 
$62,691 annually.
 

Minimum Qualification 
Requirements

• Graduation from high 
school, GED, or equiv-
alency.

For additional information, 
please click on this link to 
view the job description 
(Download PDF reader).

Additional Qualification 
Requirements

All applicants must be able 
to successfully pass the fol-
lowing:

• Psychological tests
• A background investiga-

tion check.
• A post-offer health 

screen administered by 
an institutional physi-
cian.

• A urinalysis screen for 
drugs.

• All new employee train-
ing during the proba-
tionary period, including 
local orientation, new 
employee orientation, 
and emergency pre-
paredness training.

• Designated positions in 
this job class require ap-
plicants to obtain a Com-
mercial Driver’s License 
and endorsements with-
in a period of time as de-
termined by the appoint-
ing authority at the time 
of hire.

To apply, click the following 
link: https://doc.iowa.gov/
about-us/about-institutions/
iowa-state-penitentiary

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Executive Director Posi-
tion – Fort Madison Hous-
ing Authority (FMHA) of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, is seeking 
qualified applicants for the 
position of Executive Direc-
tor to lead the Authority in 
its management of its Public 
Housing and Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.  The 
FMHA administers 134 units 
of Public Housing, 70 Hous-
ing Choice Vouchers. and 
management / maintenance 
of 22 units for the Lee County 
Housing Initiative Program. 
 The Executive Director is re-
sponsible for all aspects of its 
Public Housing and Voucher 
Program including but not 
limited to supervising a staff 
of six employees. 

 The qualified applicant 
should possess a wide range 
of skills in public housing 
operations, office manage-
ment, accounting, customer 
service; computer proficien-
cy and the ability to function 
courteously with residents 
and employees.  The appli-
cant must be PHA certified or 
certifiable within one year of 
employment.

Salary is negotiable and the 
Housing Authority offers an 
excellent benefit package 
and is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

 Interested applicants must 
submit a resume and cover 
letter marked Confidential to:
  
Chairman of the Board, Fort 
Madison Housing Authority, 
1102 48th Street, Suite #1, 
Fort Madison, IA  52627.  Or 
email to: fortmadisonha@
mchsi.com.

 Deadline for resumes: Octo-
ber 15, 2020

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

APARTMENTS FOR RENTHELP WANTED

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Scan the code
to subscribe now.

http://www.conagrabrands.com/careers
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
mailto:fortmadisonha@mchsi.com
mailto:fortmadisonha@mchsi.com
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


6 - Pen City Current - Thursday, September 17, 2020

Classifieds

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
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From the Front/Local News

Prevention 101Prevention 101
MASK UP WASH UP

Wash your hands
like your life

depended on it!
Wash frequently 

touched surfaces often.

KEEP YOUR 
DISTANCE

Being in close contact 
(less than 6’) with 

others whether inside 
or outside more easily 

spreads the virus.
Avoid large gatherings 

or crowded places.

Try not to touch
your face –

eyes, nose, and mouth 
are doorways for germs 

to enter your body.

Wearing a mask
in public helps
stop the spread

of infected droplets

HANDS DOWN

These important health care tips are brought to you by

319-372-6530 • www.fmchosp.com

Employees have been 
tested and all

came back negative!

Our building has been professionally sanitized and 
we are back open for business. Our lobby will remain 
closed for our staff’s protection. We are continuing to 
follow procedures like seat and steering wheel covers, 

wiping down door handles, gear shifters, and keys.

Call to schedule an appointment and learn 
about our drop off and pick up procedures.

319-372-2478
griffinmuffler.com

city, but to cover the 
cost of the program.

He said there are 
about 400 vacant prop-
erties in the city and 
there are 50 that need 
to be demolished right 
now at a cost of just 
under $1 million.

“We already know 
those properties. We’ve 
already got those prop-
erties that people aren’t 
going to take care of 
and we’re going to take 
them to court with the 
other process,” Krog-
meier said.

“It’s not those, it’s 
those that are almost 
there. We want to 
make sure if some-
body moved out, who’s 
maintaining it. If you’re 
not going to maintain 
it, do something with 
it. Krogmeier said.

Several in attendance 
suggested the move 
was a money grab by 
the city.

Darrell Davolt, a 
property owner in the 
city got after Krogmei-
er immediately and 
said the city could save 
money by eliminating 
Krogmeier’s position 
and let Fire Chief Joey 
Herren do the job.

 “Don’t handcuff us 
with this big money 
and inspections and 
stuff. I don’t need you 
in my property.” Davolt 
said.

Larry Haynes, a rural 

Donnellson resident, 
said the city will make 
more off a dilapidated 
structure on the tax 
rolls than not having 
the structure.

  “You’re gonna make 
more tax base off a 
crappy building than 
you are off an empty 
lot,” Haynes said.

Fort Madison Mayor 
Matt Mohrfeld said the 
city has to do some-
thing to remove the 
blight and keep the city 
from shouldering the 
burden of mitigating 
dilapidated structures, 
for what Herren called 
absentee ownership.

“From a management 
standpoint, you have to 
do something,” he said. 

Davolt responded 
that the city didn’t need 
to do anything all all.

 “If you say, “Not at 
all”, am I supposed to 
let the town go to s**t,” 
Mohrfeld said.

“One thing I want ev-
eryone to be sensitive 
to, with all due respect 
to those that disagree 
with me, but sitting 
here looking at trying 
to improve the curb ap-
peal and quality of life 
and quality of housing 
stock in Fort Madison. 
You can’t ignore 400 
vacant properties.”

The city is consid-
ering an adjustment 
to the proposal that if 
property owners have 

insurance on the prop-
erty they wouldn’t have 
to pay the fees, but 
would still be required 
to register the property.

Under Iowa law, 
Herren said insur-
ance companies have 
to hold back $20,000 
on policies to cover 
city responsibility for 
cleaning up the prop-
erty if it caught fire or 
was damaged and the 
ownership abandons 
the property.

Mohrfeld said doing 
nothing is letting a 
cancer spread in the 
city.

 “Bad properties are a 
cancer, they are a blight 
to a neighborhood and 
we all know that. We 
can see bad properties 
bring neighborhoods 
down much quicker.”

Davolt told Mohr-
feld he already had his 
mind made up.

 “I certainly have a 
thought process about 
it,” Mohrfeld said.

Mohrfeld said he 
wanted input to getting 
the city’s dilapidated 
structures cleaned up, 
and not just opposi-
tion.

Haynes pushed city 
officials on definitions 
about vacancy and 
what constitutes va-
cant. He asked the city 

take the word vacant 
off the proposed ordi-
nance and just call it a 
dilapidated property 
ordinance.

Fort Madison resi-
dent Kelly Mahoney 
supported the new pro-
gram saying she feared 
for her safety in her 
neighborhood.

‘I live in fear of some 
of these houses and 
they need to be gone,” 
Mahoney said.

“I can’t go in my 
back yard after dark 
because there are too 
many raccoons because 
of these empty houses 
across the alley. There 
are totally stripped out 
of copper and every-
thing from squatters,” 
Mahoney said. 

She said neighbors 
take turn watching the 
alley at night because 
of squatter activity.

Herren said the city 
would take the sugges-
tions from the group 
back and consider 
them as the ordinance 
comes together. He 
said the city would 
hold another hear-
ing on the ordinance 
before it goes to the 
council for a vote.

Any ordinance re-
quires three readings 
by the council before 
approval.

PROPERTIES - Continued from Page 1

Opponents claim move is a money grab

Earlier this year, Central Lee CSD launched its new 
Academic, Athletic and Fine Arts Halls of Fame, which 
are part of the district’s alumni recognition program. 
Families, staff, alumni and community members are 
encouraged to nominate individuals for recognition. A 
Hall of Fame committee then reviews all nominations 
and determines each year’s inductees. 

For individuals to qualify for a nomination, they 
must have graduated from Central Lee schools or have 
been a staff member. They also must be at least five 
years removed from their time in the district. The nom-
ination form is available at https://bit.ly/CLHOFNom-
ination. 

CENTRAL LEE - Continued from Page 1

tionship. Me and my child needed a transitional living 
space. One that was suitable and affordable. I am also 
very happy to be a new homeowner.  So it needs paint. 
It’s a work in progress that’s all. We really do love our 
little home.

The Fort Madison Housing Authority is happy to 
have helped play a role in Linda and Hevin’s journey.  
The FMHA wishes them many happy and healthy 
years in their new home.  Best wishes!!! Plant and gift 
certificate to local DIY store as a happy house warming 
present from the Fort Madison Housing Authority.

FMHA - Continued from Page 2

FM Housing authority  
helps mom, daughter 

find home

School already looking 
for additional nominees

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.fmchosp.com/
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
https://bit.ly/CLHOFNomination
https://bit.ly/CLHOFNomination
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At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up for orders 
over $20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), 
email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger 
(@sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media 
is not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

County Auditor Denise Fraise said the resolution 
will be in front of the board on Tuesday.

“They have authority to approve it or shut it down. 
It’s not effective yet,” Braden said.

He said Wednesday morning that he hopes the 
supervisors vote against the measure because the 
courts are already log jammed and this would add 
additional pressure to that situation, as well as 
putting law enforcement in contact with people not 
wearing masks.

Braden said he plans on attending Tuesday’s Board 
of Supervisors meeting to speak on the proposed 
regulation.

“I hope they don’t (pass it). The current positivi-
ty rate for 14 days is down to 8.3%. When this was 
brought up we were north of 17-18%. Maybe it 
should have been done in July or August,” he said.

“This is going to force substantial contact with 
people not wearing masks, but from my perspective 
we have a huge backlog from March when every-
thing shut down. Jury trials just began this week 
statewide. We are swamped, the court system is 
swamped, and it would be incredible to me to fur-
ther bog down the system with something like this.”

Board member Dr. Philip Caropreso said it’s the 
mission of the board to protect the health of all 
county residents. He said he appreciated the opin-
ions of everyone on the call, but said that represents 
about .004% of the county.

“The mission of the Lee County Health Depart-
ment is to protect health, prevent disease and pro-
mote the well-being of all persons in Lee County,” 
Caropreso said.

 “The original action of the board was to follow 
those tenants and there was no other intention.”

As a former physician Caropreso said he’s dealt 
with masks as much as anyone and has evidence 
and literature to support there effectiveness. He also 
said the regulation does no more to infringe on civil 
liberties than other socially acceptable laws.

 “If people want to discuss further, lets talk about 
red lights, driving on the right side of the road… 
speed limits, do they impede our civil liberties.? 
Wearing clothes? Nudity is not an acceptable action. 
We must wear clothes,” he said.

The board did change language in the penalty 
section from the word “shall” to “may” to allow for 
greater discretion on the part of law enforcement in 
Lee County. Violations of the regulation would be 
simple misdemeanors.

The mandate does not require all people to have 
masks on all the time. There are exceptions to 
include: those executing proper social distancing in 
public, while driving alone or with household fam-
ily, eating in public places, moderate to high inten-
sity workouts, anyone under the age of 2, or those 
with medical exemptions.

Fort Madison resident Tom Schulz called the 
move an overreach of regulatory powers, and said 
numbers of positive cases around the county are 
reducing.

“The virus is following same patterns as nation-
ally. You’ll see the same rate of cases on any state or 
national map. This is unnecessary and a significant 
overreach of regulatory powers,” Schulz said.

Jennifer Marshall of Donnellson said healthy 
people getting COVID is what makes the virus less 
damaging to those that are susceptible to its more 
severe impacts.

“If I get COVID, I get it and the next person will 

get it less. Viruses become weaker as they pass 
through the population,” Marshall said.

“We’re not letting the virus go through. I know 
some people are going to get sick, and nobody 
wants that, but we have to let healthy people get this 
virus so it’s not so critical to others.”

Jim Steffen of Argyle told the board if the resolu-
tion was passed he was going to propose civil action 
against those responsible for putting in place.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber pleaded with 
the board to, instead, enact a recommendation to 
wear masks and educate the public on the benefits, 
a move originally offered by Lee County Health 
Department Administrator Michele Ross.

“Allow us to concentrate on things that are very 
important to us, like making sure we’re out here on 
the highways and making sure we can answer the 
calls.,” Weber said from his cruiser on Hwy 2.

 “If this passes I’m also concerned that people will 
cram up the 911 lines and hinder the help someone 
will be getting. I just don’t think this is something 
we can enforce.”

Gary Seyb Jr., from Keokuk followed up and said 
if the mandate isn’t going to be enforced, it’s no 
mandate at all. He also pointed to no one at the 
hearing speaking in favor of the proposed regula-
tion.

“The board should consider the number of calls 
and not one person has called in supporting the 
mask mandate. Not one,” He said. “Consider every-
thing that has been said. I have not talked to maybe 
or or two people in the county that are for it. People 
understand this disease and they are looking at it.”

The regulation would require masks in public or 
outside when one cannot social distance at six feet, 
in retail outlets, schools, and other public settings 
that are not one’s place of residence.

APPROVAL - Continued from Page 1

Authorities want supervisors to vote down mask rule

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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