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Virus hitting city, county budgets

ECONOMIC PRESSURE: County could lose $100K in gas tax over three months

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

FORT MADISON - City and county officials are going
back to the drawing board as the fiscal year comes to an

PCC EDITOR

end facing deflated revenue numbers.

Fort Madison City Manager David Varley said he knows
the city’s going to take a big hit, but he can’t get his arms

around just how big it will be.

“It's gonna hit us hard, and there are some big unknowns
out there,” he said. “I can’t put a number on it and define
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reaction to the coronavirus has forced the closure of many
small businesses, including restaurants and bars. Some
businesses are still open as essential, like hardware stores

and convenience stores, but spending is clearly down as

people stay at home to avoid the virus that is sweeping the

nation.

Varley said the federal and state agencies aren’t providing

much direction or assistance to municipalities and local

governments.

There are several economic factors in play as the state’s

“I haven’t received anything from the state other than
they’re telling people they don’t have to worry about pay-

See BUDGETS, page 7

Firefighters with Denmark Fire and Rescue work on a field fire Wednesday morning about two miles west
of Denmark. The fire had scorched about three acres of a cornfield when firefighters arrived and quickly
extinguished the blaze.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

FOOD SUPPORT

IDPH lands waivers to expand WIC program

DES MOINES - The lowa Department of
Public Health (IDPH) is deploying a compre-
hensive approach to address food insecurity
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants and Children, known as WIC, will
continue for all current, and new or return-
ing WIC participants. IDPH submitted and
received approval of several federal waivers to
Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) to ensure
continued and expanded access to WIC foods.

WIC is available to support you. WIC ben-

with questions.

this time:

efits will continue as normal. Call your clinic

April's WIC benefits will be available for use
on Wednesday, April 1.

When shopping for WIC items, please
consider the following shopping tips during

When shopping, please be patient. Stores
want to provide what you need, but they have
been extremely busy and are working hard to
stock the shelves as quickly as possible.

When shopping, planning ahead and arriv-

ing at the store earlier in the day may help you
find the products needed.

WIC foods will be available throughout the
entire month of April - the rumors that WIC
foods will run out is not true.

Purchase what you would normally pur-
chase. There is no reason to stockpile food.
Both your benefits and the food products in
stores will be available throughout the month.

If you are having issues finding specific
WIC foods, call your WIC clinic or the state
WIC office at 1-515-281-6650 for assistance.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

Reynolds
hints at more
school virus
mitgation

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON - Despite continuing
to push a statewide shelter-in-place to
the side, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds
hinted Wednesday that additional mit-
igation efforts could be coming as early
as Thursday.

During her daily Facebook press
conference on Wednesday, Reynolds
responded to a question from a pool
reporter about school closures saying
more action could be coming soon,
with Towa’s peak infection rate projected
for the middle of April.

Reynolds said newly appointed Dept.
of Education Director Dr. Ann Lebo
has put a task force together to make
recommendations to the state on the
education.

“We started our day working on this
and I know that Director Lebo has put
task force together to really identify
what this looks like,” Reynolds said.

“I had indicated earlier this week,
this is Wednesday, by tomorrow we’ll
be issuing an additional declaration to
address what you're talking about.”

She said with the state not reaching
the peaks, which is two or three weeks
out, health officials are still looking at
metrics for making determinations.

Reynolds said state officials are also
considering metrics that will indicate
when the state might be able to open
the economy back in some areas of the
state based on data and metrics in use.

Reynolds was pressed on what met-
rics that state is using to make those
determinations to “dial up or dial back”
mitigation efforts.

“The percentage of population greater
than 65, the percentage of identified
cases requiring hospitalization, we're
looking at the rate per 100,000 impact-

See SCHOOLS, page 4
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Obituaries/Health News

Great River Health-Keokuk adds restrictions

KEOKUK - Great River
Health-Keokuk has made changes
in its ongoing effort to prevent or
reduce transmission of COVID-19
(coronavirus) in the community.

Patients who have symptoms
of the disease — cough, difficulty
breathing or fever — will be seen by
a health care provider in a desig-
nated area of the clinic. Everyone,
including staff, is screened before
entering the building. Patients with
symptoms will be given a mask.

Clinic patients may not be ac-
companied by a visitor except:

Patients under 18 may have one
visitor who is a parent or guardian.

Patients requiring special as-

sistance may have one visitor or
guardian.

Urgent Care’s temporary hours
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Pri-
mary care services are available
by appointment from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.

It is recommended that people
with respiratory symptoms or
fever call Great River Health’s 24-
hour call center before coming to

the clinic. The telephone numbers

are 800-871-3313, toll-free, or
319-768-1009. The call center is
staffed by registered nurses who
can answer questions about re-

spiratory symptoms and potential
exposure to the illness.

People with symptoms that are
tolerable are encouraged to remain
at home and self-quarantine for at
least seven days or until they are
fever-free without medication and
have no symptoms for three days.

“Our top priority is protecting
our patients and employees, and
providing accurate information to
our community; said Matt Wenzel,
president and CEO, Great River
Health.

To get other accurate informa-
tion, visit GreatRiverHealth.org or
dial 211 to call the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health.

To Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:

o Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

« Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling

 Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction

o Place all recyclables loose in bins

« Don’t recycle wrapping paper

» Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

OBITUARIES

LIAM S.
REITTINGER

Liam Shayne Reittinger, 24 years, of Iowa City, Iowa
and formerly of Fort Madison, Iowa died Friday, March
27,2020 in Iowa City. He was born August 12, 1995 in
Burlington, Iowa, the son of Scott Reittinger and Mary
(Dye) Reittinger.

Liam was a 2013 graduate of Fort
Madison High School. He was attend-
ing the University of Iowa, majoring in
Japanese.

He is survived by his mother, Mary
Reittinger of Fort Madison; his father
and step-mother, Scott (Michelle)
Reittinger of Herriman, Utah; siblings:
Benjamin Ward, Gabrielle, Marcus, and Josephine
Reittinger; numerous aunts, uncles, and cousins. He
was preceded in death by his grandparents, Valeria
Root, Merlin and Janet Reittinger, and his step-father,
Thomas Ward.

Private farewell and burial was held at Nauvoo City
Cemetery, Nauvoo, Illinois. Barr Memorial Chapel is
honored to serve the Reittinger family and an online
guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.

AUDREY A. KIPP

Audrey A. Kipp, 86, of Ft. Madison passed away on
Wednesday, April 01, 2020 at 3:50 AM at the Ft. Madi-
son Community Hospital.

She was born on February 10, 1934 in Ft. Madison
to Joseph and Marie Fedler Schmidt. On May 11, 1957
she married George W. “Billy” Kipp in
Ft. Madison who passed away on June
26, 1991. Audrey was a member of Holy
Family Parish and the Altar and Rosary
Society. She enjoyed painting, bowling,
caring for her fish and volunteering for
Birthright. After the death of her daugh-
ter Barbara she adopted her grandson
Eric and devoted years to loving and raising him.

Survivors include two daughters, Carolyn Kipp of
Madill, OK and Marilyn Kipp of Marion, IA; one son,
Eric W. Kipp of Des Moines; one granddaughter, Nikki
Lyon-Jackson; one great granddaughter, Lily, her twin
brother Tom Schmidt of Ft. Madison; several nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents,
husband, three brothers and two sisters and her daugh-
ter Barbara.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. A private
burial will be held in Soldiers” Circle Oakland Ceme-
tery.

Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.

com.

REITTINGER

KIPP

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no
charge to funeral homes and they run the
day they are submitted in most cases. They
are also run as submitted by the funeral
homes.

waste
Ft. Madison Main Office: Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, IA
1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175
Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com  facebook.com/grrwa
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For the Record/Scene Around Town

For the Record
Fort Madison responded to a report of deputies responded to a
Police Report larceny/theft in the 1300 one vehicle accident in

03/27/20 — 2:24 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny in the 1200
block in Avenue H.
03/27/20 - 6:31 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary
in the 100 block of For-
mad Industries Drive.
03/27/20 - 8:04 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1100
block of Avenue E.
03/27/20 - 9:05 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1200
block of Avenue H.
03/27/20 — 12:24 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 2700
block of Avenue J.
03/27/20 - 1:46 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1300
block of Avenue G.
03/27/20 - 10:03 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1500
block of Avenue H.
03/28/20 — 12:24 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
2700 block of Avenue J.
03/28/20 - 11:36 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 2300
block of Avenue C.
03/29/20 - 8:14 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
1500 block of Avenue E.
03/29/20 - 8:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2100 block of Avenue |.
03/29/20 - 9:10 a.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a hit and run in the 1500
block of Avenue G.
03/29/20 - 3:12 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a larceny/theft in the 400
block of 35th Street.
03/29/20 - 3:48 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police

block of Avenue D.
03/29/20 - 8:02 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
Brandon Lee Hayes, 29, of
Fort Madison in the 2700
block of Avenue L. He was
released upon citation.
03/30/20 — 12:49 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
arrested Joshua James
Hayes, 31, of Fort Madi-
son in the 2300 block of
Avenue J. He was released
on a promise to appear.
03/30/20 - 6:22 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a burglary in the 2100
block of Avenue G.
03/30/20 - 8:40 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1100
block of Avenue E.
03/30/20 - 8:40 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 1100 block of Avenue .
03/30/20 - 8:41 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1400
block of Avenue H.
03/30/20 - 11:36 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1000
block of Avenue E
03/31/20 - 10:02 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of vandalism in the 800
block of Avenue H.
03/31/20 - 2:39 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
800 block of Avenue G.
03/31/20 - 3:41 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
800 block of Avenue H.
03/31/20 - 11:11 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a property damage
accident in the 2100

block of Avenue C.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report
03/26/20 - no arrests/
accidents to report.
03/27/20 - 11:43 p.m.
— Lee County Sheriff's

the 1700 block of Hwy. 61.
According to the report, a
vehicle driven by James
Robert Sterler, 48, of
Burlington, was headed
northbound on Hwy. 61
when he struck a tree log
in the left lane. No injuries
or citations were reported.
03/30/20 - 2:41 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Mathew Edward
Coop, 33, of Keokuk,

at the sheriff’s office

on a charge of being a
fugitive from justice.

Hancock County

Sheriff’s Report
03/25/20 - Jeffrey D
Harris, age 35, of Plym-
outh, IL was arrested on a
Hancock County Warrant
charging him with Fail-
ure to Appear/ Failure to
Pay on original charges
of Unlawful Delivery of
Cannabis and Operating
Uninsured Vehicle. Harris
was released after posting
the required bond and
given a future court date.
03/28/20 — Kari L Johnson,
age 44, of Carthage, IL
was arrested on a Hancock
County Warrant charging
her with Failure to Appear/
Failure to Pay on original
charges of Expired Reg-
istration. Johnson was
released after posting the
required bond and given
a future court date.
03/28/20 - Steve A Lever-
ton, age 57, of Bowen, IL
was arrested and charged
with Disorderly Conduct
and Criminal Trespass.
Leverton remains lodged
in the Hancock County Jail
in lieu of bail awaiting his
initial court appearance.

Those listed above are pre-

sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire

& Rescue Report
03/30/20 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to

three medical calls, an odor

investigation and an assist.
03/31/20 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded

to two medical calls

and a false alarm.

Courtesy Photo

Someone left a heart on the bridge out at Rodeo Park on Tuesday for
those getting out for some fresh air. The picture was snapped by Rita
Cangas Marshall and Barry Marshall who wanted to share the nice
effort with readers.
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Lee County News/From the Front

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

The Sound That Sells

Mason Holvoet, winner of the lowa Auctioneer Rookie Contest

Schedule Your 2020 Auction Today
& Put Mason To Work For Youl!

319-470-7372

PremierAuctionsSaleslowa.com
On-Site or Online: We're Ready to Serve Youl

Brian Holvoet
Owner/Logistics/
Ringman

Mason Holvoet
iol

Connor Holvoet
Owner/Auctioneer i

Chris Holvoet
Logistics/Ringman Realtor

Virus prediction models
are outdated for lowa

SCHOOLS - Continued from Page 1

ed in the past 14 days, looking at long-
term care outbreaks,” she said.
“Those are some of the metrics, but

there are other assumptions in there as

well”

Some current national prediction
models have Iowa predicted to hit a
peak of 45 deaths per day on April 16,
but those models do not include miti-
gation efforts already in place, includ-
ing the closure of all schools and the
closure of non-essential businesses.

Reynolds said those efforts should
reduce the peak numbers in those
projection models.

The governor continued to ask res-
idents to stay home as much as pos-
sible, only got out for necessary trips
and, if engaging in outdoor activities,
maintain social distancing.

“Stay at home. That’s the best way
to avoid being exposed and to expose
others. Essential errands only, as little
as possible, for groceries, medical...
limited and one at a time. Enjoy out-
door activities but be responsible and
work from home if you can.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, there were
549 total positive cases of COVID-19
in the state with 52 new cases in the
past 24 hours. Two additional deaths
were reported out of Washington and
Polk counties, both adults over the age
of 81.

The Iowa State Hygienic Lab has
reported 7853 tests for a positive rate
of 6.99%. Of those tested positive 99
have been hospitalized, or 18%, 63 are
currently in hospitals around the state.

According to IDPH, the locations
and age ranges of the 52 new positive
individuals include:

Cerro Gordo County, 1 adult (18-40
years)

Clayton County, 1 elderly adult
(81+)

Clinton County, 1 adult (18-40
years)

Dallas County, 1 adult (18-40 years),
1 older adult (61-80 years)

Des Moines County, 1 middle-age
adult (41-60 years)

Dubuque County, 1 middle-age
adult (41-60 years)

Harrison County, 1 older adult (61-

80 years)

Henry County, 1 adult (18-40 years),
1 older adult (61-80 years)

Iowa County, 1 adult (18-40 years)

Jasper County, 1 middle-age adult
(41-60 years)

Johnson County, 1 adult (18-40
years), 1 middle-age adult (41-60
years), 1 older adult (61-80 years)

Linn County, 2 adults (18-40 years),
2 middle-age adults (41-60 years)

Madison County, 1 older adult (61-
80 years)

Mitchell County, 2 middle-age adults
(41-60 years)

Muscatine County, 1 middle-age
adult (41-60 years), 1 older adult (61-
80 years)

O’Brien County, 1 middle-age adult
(41-60 years), 1 older adult (61-80
years)

Polk County, 1 middle-age adult (41-
60 years), 3 older adults (61-80 years),
1 elderly (81+)

Pottawattamie County, 1 child (0-17
years)

Poweshiek County, 1 older adult (61-
80 years)

Scott County, 2 middle-age adults
(41-60 years), 1 adult (18-40 years)

Story County, 2 older adults (61-80
years)

Tama County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years), 2 older adults (61-80
years)

Van Buren County, 1 older adult (61-
80 years)

Warren County, 1 adult (18-40 years)

Washington County, 1 adult (18-40
years), 5 middle-age adults (41-60
years), 2 older adults (61-80 years), 1
elderly adult (81+)

A status report of monitoring and
testing of COVID19 in Iowa is pro-
vided by IDPH and can be found
here. In addition, a public hotline
has been established for Iowans with
questions about COVID-19. The line
is available 24/7 by calling 2-1-1 or
1-800-244-7431. The state of Iowa has
started sharing the number of negative
tests conducted at outside labs, and is
providing additional information on
the conditions of those infected with
COVID-19.

Be Sure.

When you need to be sure, look to one of
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Avuto - Home - Health
Business - Life
Farm . Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,

& West-Central Illinois

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11
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Your #]1 Croice IN Hosrice

First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Ask for us by name...

“Lee County
eNth Department
Hospice”

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

Our Hospice Services Include:

24/7 on-call nursing staff ¢ Skilled Nursing Services ¢ Social Worker Visits

Music/Massage Therapy ¢ Homecare Aide Assistance ¢ Spiritual & Grief Support
Volunteer Services

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa
and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

L E E Touching the Community with Care

g arr— #3 John Bennett Drive « PO Box 1426
c H D Fort Madison, IA 52627

Lee County : e or (80010c8 66
Health Department (319)372-5225 or (800)458-667

www.leecountyhd.org Like us on Facebook!
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Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Help CRRWA Kecp Your Community Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Stat
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbid
Fort Madison,
1:319-372-6140

eokuk,
1:319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grmwacom  facebook com/grwa

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I'm not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.

oo StateFarm

State Farm

1708167.1 Bloomington, IL

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

Improved circulation

Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington « Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, |A 52656
smallgrandthings.com

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

Great Atmosphere!
Fabulous Food!

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com 319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 Pm
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

e Transmission Repair
e Alignments
* Coolant/Transmission Flush

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

(o]
5
(;D §§ Posters Art
8 g g Flyers S_Upp_lles
0 Printing
a Office
®» Vinyl Banners Fu rn iture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.312.2121
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125
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County to suffer $100k hit in gas tax revenue

BUDGETS - Continued from Page 1

ing tax bills or water bills, and that’s only information
that is negative or harmful to us,” Varley said.

“I haven’t received anything as far as direction as
the size of hit we're gonna take”

Varley said he’s pouring through revenue categories
of the budget and trying to adjust where the city will
land at the end of the fiscal year on June 30.

Lee County Supervisor Ron Fedler said Tuesday
that he was informed late yesterday that the county
will take a $100,000 projected hit on gas consump-
tion tax for a three-month period.

Fedler said due to that information, the county will
put off building an addition to the maintenance shop
in West Point.

The addition was budgeted at $180,000 so that
gives the county an extra $80,000 cushion this year in
case other revenues fall short.

Lee County Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said
the biggest hit for the county will probably come
from sales tax decreases, but she can’t put a figure on
it. Because the state formula for dispersing the reve-
nues is convoluted, it’s hard to predict.

She said online sales probably won't make up the
difference because online companies aren’t even
mandated yet to make those payments, so that reve-
nue stream is difficult to gauge as well.

“Not knowing how state calculates it, I wouldn’t
be able to put a dollar figure on it,” Renstrom said.
“We're still getting property taxes in, but I think
probably the biggest thing will be the sales tax.”

She said that not only are people traveling less, but
the price of gas has gone down dramatically, which is
adding to the tax payment reduction.

Fedler said he didn’t want to cut any road services
or other maintenance projects making the construc-
tion the first thing to get cut.

“I've been trying for eight years to get that addition
put on so we can keep our equipment in better con-
dition,” Fedler said.

“We're sitting good as far as keeping our roads
maintained and we are doing this to make sure we
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have priorities right. We can live without another
building for now, but can’t sacrifice our roads.”

He said when things get back to normal, the county
will have to adjust its budget accordingly.

“When the money starts flowing again hopefully it
won't be that bad, but if it is we'll handle it one step at
a time”

Varley said he doesn’t see the city making up what
they are losing when businesses are able to open back
up again. He also said he thinks people will use the
relief checks to pay rent or mortgage or credit card
bills and not as much in the way of consumer spend-
ing.

“It’s a guessing game. I can’t take the numbers we

had projected and leave the same. We know that’s not
going to happen,” Varley said.

“It will have an impact, but how much?” And it’s
going to carry over into the next fiscal year even if
things do get back to normal fairly soon.”

He said he has concern that some businesses may
not get back open.

“I hope all of them can get back on their feet. Let’s
face it, some small businesses can only go a couple
weeks being closed or having low sales like this.”

He said the City Council will be facing some very
difficult choices, with all options again on the table.

“This will make life very difficult for us and force
Council to make some difficult choices and make
cuts. Depending on how long this lasts we could be
back to looking at everything”
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