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March & April

Editor’s Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
best read news articles 
from our website penci-
tycurrent.com, the top 
social media posts, and 
the photos that impressed 
the most readers from 
each month.

Each issue of 2019 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories & photos as they 
originally appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2019BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – A 15-year-old Fort Madi-
son girl was killed Sunday in a tragic shoot-
ing accident at the Tri-State Gun Club.

According to a release from Lee County 
Sheriff Stace Weber, at approximately 10:41 
a.m, deputies and first responders of Mon-
trose Fire and Rescue were dispatched to 
the Tri-State Gun Club at 2308 280th Street, 
Montrose for a reported gunshot victim.

When deputies arrived at the scene, they 
found a 15-year-old female who suffered a 
single gunshot wound. The victim was im-
mediately transported to the Fort Madison 
Community Hospital by Lee County Ambu-
lance Service.

The victim, identified as Haley Elizabeth 
McManus, 15, was later transported to the 
University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics where 
she later succumbed to her injuries.

The cause of the incident is being treat-
ed as an accidental self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. No foul play or negligence is sus-
pected. The incident is still under investi-
gation pending an autopsy scheduled for 

Tuesday.
Deputies were assisted at the scene by 

Montrose Fire and Rescue, Lee County EMS 
and LeeComm dispatchers.

“The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office wishes to 
extend our sincere condolences to the family 
and friends of Haley during this traumatic 
time,” Weber said.

Fort Madison High School Principal Greg 
Smith said the incident was not related to any 
school function of the trap shooting team.

“It’s our understanding, that this was kind 
of a regular thing for her and her dad to go 
out to the range,” Smith said Monday morn-
ing.

Local teen dies of gunshot wound

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The 
John Bennett Center at the 
old Iowa State Penitentiary 
converted from outdated 
prison space to testing 
grounds on Monday and 
Tuesday.

Handlers and K9 offi-
cers from around the state 
descended on Fort Madison 
for two days of training at 
the former prison site.

The two-day training was 
part of the United States 
Police Canine Association’s 
Region 21 annual Detection 

Dog Certification Trials.
Melinda Ruopp, a 31-year 

veteran of the Marshall-
town Police Department, 
was the Region 21 national 
certifying official and judge. 
The event was for narcotics 
dogs only.

Ruopp was a K9 handler 
in Marshalltown and, for 
more than 20 years, worked 
with two dogs before 
shifting to training and 
certifying.

There were 63 dogs and 
handlers at the competition 
and all 63 went through the 
same search scenarios. The 
judging is done by certified 
law enforcement handlers.

Lee County K9 “Gunner” lets deputy Uriah Wheatley know narcotics 
are in the table against the wall in March at the former Iowa State Pen-
itentiary.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

State K9s drill at former ISP warehouse

28,662 views, 11,532 engagements - 
March 25, 2019

21,446 views, 1,781 engagements - March 
12, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A local foun-
dation that donates thousands of dol-
lars every year to local youth sports 
activities is pulling its funding in a 
protest of sorts against the proposed 
school bond issue.

A letter released Monday night 
from The Baxter Foundation alerted 
past and present recipients of fund-
ing from the Foundation that it will 
not be funding any further requests 
in 2019 due to the Fort Madison 
Community School District’s deci-
sion to spend unnecessary amounts 
with an out-of-town construction 

firm for a new elementary school.
    “Unfortunately, the School 

District elected to use an out-of-town 
firm to represent it in this year’s bond 
election with little history of sup-
porting local youth athletics or the 
Sports Complex.…Since the School 
District has opted to disregard the 
plans presented by Baxter Construc-
tion, unnecessarily spend additional 

taxpayer money, and implement a 
program that does not benefit young 
athletes in the fashion proposed by 
Baxter Construction, the Foundation 
cannot continue to supplement the 
School District’s efforts to grow its 
youth sports programs; especially, 
when the District itself chose to 
ignore the presented plans and waste 
available financial resources.

Baxter Foundation pulls youth funding over board decision
25,997 views, 7,592 engagements - March 19, 2019
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FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

LEE COUNTY – The Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment and Lee County Sheriff ’s Office are informing 
motorists that Iowa law enforcement officials have 
announced they will conduct a Drug Impaired Driv-
ing specialized enforcement campaign throughout 
the state April 19-20.

“Drive High, Get an OWI” is an intensified effort 
to fight drug-impaired driving in correlation with 
the 4/20 ‘ holiday.’

Similar efforts are occurring across the region in 
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Oklahoma. Up and 
down the highways of these states, officers will be 
arresting anyone caught driving impaired.

During the Drive High, Get an OWI effort in 
Iowa, officers will intensify enforcement of the state’s 
drug  impaired-driving laws. Like drunk driving 
, drug-impaired driving is illegal in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico, and Washington DC. Law enforcement 
will stop and arrest anyone caught driving drug-im-
paired.

It is never safe to drive impaired. This not only 
means refraining from drunk driving, but also from 
drug  impaired driving. Many people wrongly believe 
that driving while high won’t affect them. It has been 
proven that THC- the chemical responsible for most 
of marijuana’s psychological effects – slows reaction 
times, impairs cognitive performance and makes it 
more difficult for drivers to keep a steady position in 
their lane.

The bottom line is this: It doesn’t matter what term 
is used, if a person is high, stoned, wasted or drunk, 
he or she is impaired. Driving while impaired by any 
substance is illegal and can be deadly to the driver 
and other road users.

County ramps up patrols 
for 4/20 holiday

25,989 views, 3,103 engagements - April 17, 
2019

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
Once again weather is 
throwing the PAW animal 
shelter a curve ball.

Less than a month after 
the Fort Madison animal 
rescue found homes from 
close to 30 dogs on the 
heels of an arctic freeze 
fostering program, the 
shelter agreed Monday to 
take in 15 more dogs that 
were threatened by flood-
ing in western Iowa.

A horse trailer from 
Hedrick, Iowa backed up 
to the shelter on the west-
ern side of Fort Madison 
at about 11 a.m. Monday 
morning and unloaded 
the dogs in front of shelter. 
Workers put up a make-
shift corral of fencing and 
styrofoam to funnel the 
dogs back to the kennels. 
Some went willingly to 
their new temporary 
homes, some not so much.

Pam Evans, of Ottum-
wa, who contacted PAW 

Director Sandy Brown 
to see if they could take 
the animals, said she was 
on her way home from 
Des Moines when she 
got the call about the 
animals in the western 
part of the state. She met 
up with Aimee Crow of 
Hedrick’s Paws ‘N Claws 
foster home, and the two 
teamed up to go and res-
cue the animals in Pacific 
Junction, Iowa along the 
Missouri River.

Evans said the two 
had to take backroads 

to get to high ground on 
the Iowa border in the 
Missouri River valley  to 
a house that was on top of 
a hill where the river was 
cresting.

The dogs were part of 
a backyard breeder or 
“horder” who was told by 
law enforcement to either 
give up the animals, which 
included goats, mini pigs, 
ponies and other animals, 
or face being fined per 
animal. The animals were 
contained on land that was 
flooded and the owners 

gave the animals over to 
rescue.

“Some of these dogs 
were actually swimming,” 
said an emotional Evans. 
“About 30 of the dogs had 
already been released, and 
we’re just praying they can 
get to someone.”

But she said she knew 
Brown wouldn’t let her 
down.

“Sandy said she would 
be able to take 10, so we 
knew 15 0r 16 would be 
ok,” Evans said laughing 
while wiping away tears.

PAW brings in dogs from flooded areas

Fort Madison PAW Animal Shelter Director Sandy Brown helps guide 
one of 15 dogs rescued from western Iowa flooding, into the kennels 
back in March.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

19,484 views, 1,824 
engagements - 
March 18, 2019
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GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

FORT MADISON –The 
Tri-State Rodeo is proud to 
announce that Michael Ray, 
Tracy Lawrence, and Justin 
Moore are set to headline 
the 2019 Rodeo.

Tickets for the rodeo 
will go on sale Monday 
April 15 at 8 a.m at www.
TriStateRodeo.org. Bleach-
er tickets will be $5.00 (five 
dollars) off through April 
30.

In 2010, Ray’s inde-
pendently released debut 
caught the ear of veteran 
music industry manager 
Tony Conway, who began 
helping Ray take his career 
to a national audience.

In 2012, Ray appeared 
on the CW talent compe-
tition The Next, where he 
was mentored by Big & 
Rich’s John Rich. Ray was 
an audience favorite on the 
show and ultimately took 
home the top prize. After 
the show, Ray signed a 

publishing deal with War-
ner/Chappell, and in 2014 
released the hit single “Kiss 
You in the Morning.”

His full-length major-la-
bel debut, Michael Ray, fol-
lowed in 2015 on Warner 
Music Nashville. Well-re-
ceived, the album made 
it to number four on the 
Country Albums chart, and 
spawned two more singles 
with “Real Men Love Jesus” 
and “Think a Little Less.”

Over the next several 
years, Ray toured exten-
sively before returning 
to the studio alongside 
producer Scott Hendricks 
(Blake Shelton, Brooks 
& Dunn, Trace Adkins). 
In 2018, he delivered his 
sophomore album, Amos, 
which included the Top 
20 country single “Get to 
You.” Amos debuted at five 
on Billboard’s Country Al-
bums charts upon its June 
release.

Tracy Lawrence’s most 
recent studio album GOOD 
OLE DAYS, released on 
November 10, 2017, is an 
album of duets, pairing a 
selection of his most iconic 
hits with some of Country 
and Rock’s contemporary 
superstars and newcomers. 
It includes guest appear-
ances by Jason Aldean, 
Brad Arnold, Big & Rich, 
Luke Bryan, Luke Combs, 
Easton Corbin, Dustin 
Lynch, Tim McGraw, Justin 
Moore, Craig Morgan, 
Kellie Pickler and Chris 
Young.

Upon its release, the al-
bum appreciated impressive 
sales history: #1 position 
on iTunes Country Chart, 
debuted at #10 on the Bill-
board Top Country Albums 
Chart, #25 on Billboard’s 
Top Current Albums, #87 
on the Billboard 200 Chart, 
#11 on Billboard’s Digital 
Album’s Chart and #2 on 
the country portion of that 
chart.

Tracy has sold 13 million 
albums, has had 22 songs 
on the Billboard Top 10 
charts and 18 No. 1 songs. 
He has also garnered 
numerous CMA and ACM 
awards and nominations, as 
well as a Grammy nomina-
tion.

Ray, Moore, and Lawrence 
headline 2019 Tri-State Rodeo
21,253 views, 1,906 engagements - April 13, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Just two weeks ago, Fort Madison school board officials were 
looking at a .30 increase in its annual property tax levy rate that would include costs 
of building a new elementary school. But favorable data from the state of Iowa has 
cut that increase in half.

According to Fort Madison Community School District Business Manager San-
dy Elmore, the district is currently looking at a levy of $14.60 per $1,000 of taxable 
value for the next fiscal year. The district’s current levy is $14.44/$1,000 and the extra 
16 cents would be enough to pay for the proposed new PreK-3rd grade elementary 
school if approved by voters next month.

The district has set a bond election date for April 2 for district voters to vote on the 
$30 million new facility on property the district already owns south of Bluff Road 
near 48th Street in Fort Madison.

Construction costs on the building hover near $24.2 million, while site preparation 
and furnishings make up the additional $5.8 million.

“Once we received the revised budget file from the Department of Management 
with the impacts related to what the Governor signed and the new income numbers 
from the DOM as well, the estimated tax rate impact with the bond included is $0.16 
cents per $1,000 EAV (equalized assessed valuation),” Elmore wrote in an email 
Friday. 

 “The current year, FY18-19 rate is $14.44 per $1,000 EAV.  Our new estimated rate 
is $14.60 with a debt service levy rate of $2.70 per $1,000.”

Residential homes in the district have a taxable value of about 55% of their as-
sessed value, due to a 2013 state mandated rollback and homestead credits. So 
someone with a home assessed at $100,000 would pay tax on approximately $55,000 
each year.

If the April 2 bond passes, the person with a $100,000 home would pay $8.33/year 
toward the construction of the new building. Agriculture land is estimated at just 18 
cents per year per $2,000 in assessed land value.

20,091 views, 1,791 engagements - April 13, 2019

New building would require .16 
bump in school levy

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

First. Fresh. Local.

https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
http://www.TriStateRodeo.org
http://www.TriStateRodeo.org
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.fmchosp.com
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2019
Charles S. Abell III

Arthur Ritchey
Adkisson, Jr.

John Charles Allen
D. Darleen “Dee” Allison
Percy Franklin “Pooch” 

Ames Jr.
Charlotte Dyan Anderson

David J. Anderson
Dolores Anderson

Leonard D. Anderson
Nancy Marie Anderson

Robert W. Anderson 
Patricia C. Arie

Andrea Lea Arnold
Arlene Jane Arnold

Carlson
Adrienne Paige Bacon
William Edward Bailey

Betty J. Baker
Everett Leroy Baker

Brian E. Bandy
Karen Elizabeth Bangert

Richard Bangert
Jack Lee Barber

Doris Irene Bartlett 
Jeanette Bartlett-Scanlan
Ruth Katherine Basham

Gerald Oliver Baum
Eula Waneta Beach

Rita Jane Beach
Carol T. Beckman
Shane Allen Beebe

Phyllis Ilene Benner
Joan M. Bentler

Mary Belle Bergmeier
Curtis Leon Bernand I

Thomas “Tom” W.
Bernhardt

Deborah Ann “Debi” 
Bishop

JoAnn Marie Blind
Ricky “Rick” Lee Blint

Terry L. Blint
Teresa M. Boecker

Harold Edward “Harry” 
Boeding 

Carolyn Kay
Bohnenkamp

Delbert H. Bohnenkamp
Lisa K. Bohnenkamp

Linda J. Boone
Betty Joan (Bostock) 

Radel

Jeffery Thompson Boyd
Harley “John” Boyer

Lola Mae Boyer
James “Jim” P. Bozarth
Gloria “Jean” Brasfield
Richard Paul Brasfield

Jesse Brewer
George Brown

Norma May Brown
Sharon Elizabeth Brown
Timothy Andrew Brown

Jaden Michael Budoff
William H. “Bill” Buntin 

Diana J. Burdette
David Wayne Burford

Dixie Lee Bush 
Martha Jean Butler
Tammy Jean Butler

Kevin William Califf
David W. Campbell

Virginia Ann (Folker) 
Carnes

Lois M. Cavanaugh
Marie A. Clark

Dustin Paul Clatt
Eileen Rose Clemons

Foster Earl Cline
Jerry Lee Colwell

Doris Evelyn Congdon
Dorothy Conger

Charles Lester Coovert
Charles “Chod” Coppage

Stanley Wesley Corns
William F. ‘‘Bill“ Courtney

Celia Mae Courtois
Ruth Covington

James “Jim” Crabtree
Jason T. Cramblit

William “Bill” P. Crom
Carroll “Tootie”
Cunningham, Jr.
Pamela Jo Daggs

Charles Frank Davis
Dorothy Maher Davis

Roger W. DeBuhr
Sandra Kay “Sandy” Deck

Paula De Kraai
Larry Lee Deming
D. Charlene Denly

Richard “Dutch” Eugene 
Denly

Eileen Rose “Lover” 
Denning

Danny L. Denson

Ronald W. Derrickson
Charles Arthur DeWitt

Sharon Kay Dial
Matthew Wendell Dickey 

Bernard John “BJ”
Dingman, Jr.

Raymond L. Donaldson
Esther L. Drollinger

Lynley Eugene “Earl” 
Duke

Melvin Duncan, Jr.
Virginia Edlen

Randall Joseph Eid
Thomas C. Ensminger

LaVerne Mark Faulkner
Michael Paul Faulkner

Virgil A. Fedler
Dennis Paul Feikert

Margaret L. Fett
Robert W. Fields

Dale Thomas Fincher
Brandon Scott Fitzgerald

Stephen Ray Folker
David Canby Fortado

Judy M. Foss
Kenna Lea Fraise

Steven Lynn Francis
Susan J. Francis

Sharran A. Freeman
Dacia Nicole Fry

Agnes M. Fullenkamp
Marline J. Gabbert

Alice I. Gabel
Donna Marie Galbreath 

Robbins
Marlene Gertrude
(Galland) Burnett

Tambra Jean Gallion
Edna Lucille Garmoe

Donetta J. Gaylord
Gloria Giberson

Kory James Gilbert
Norvin A. “Jake” Gilchrist

Karen K. Gillett 
Mary Beth Gillett

George Eugene Gimbel
Michael B. Glenn

Jack Goetz
Mary Louise Gorham

Charles L. Graf
Kenneth A. “Kenny” 

Grant
Juanita Maxine Gray

Robert W. Green 
Kathryn “Grandma Kay” 

Greenslaugh Schmitz
Richard David “Davy” 

Greenwald
Duane A. Grelk

Twila Nadine Groene
Joe Grubor

Stephanie Margaret
“Stevie” Guzman

Mona L. Haas
Noble D. Hadnot

Jerry Francis Hanks

Steven J. Harmeyer
Tammy Elizabeth Hart
James L. “Jim” Hartley

Velma Lavon Hasenclever
Daniel Hawkins

David Craig Hawthorne
Catherine “Kit” Elizabeth 

Hayden
Virgil H. Hellige
Dovetta Helmers

DeEtta B. “Dee” Herdrich
Harold E. “Shorty”

Herdrich
Mona Hibbert 

Deborah L. Higgins
Doris Joann Higgins

Patricia Elizabeth Hoenig
Phillip Francis Hoenig
Melvin Gene Holman

Constance Jean Holtkamp 
Hughes

Margaret Elizabeth
Holtkamp Schierbrock 
Bruce William Hopp

William “Bill” Hoskins
Deborah Lee (Hovis) 

Hellman
Andrea “Andi” Hesse

Carol Esther Hill
Dennis Lee Huffman

Daniel J. Hundt
Genevieve E. Hunsaker

Judith K. “Judy” Huprich
Dorothy Darlene Hyatt

Tracy Jo Hymes
Nicholas Charles Jackson

Joseph Patrick Jacobs
Wendell Jacobsmeier

James Cornealius
“Jimmie” Jinkens
James F. Jinkins

Donald Dean Johnson
Leonard Wayne Johnson

Doris I. Jones
H.D. “Buck” Jones
Iris Darlene Jones

Yvonne Juhl
Robert Henry “Bob”

Kassmeyer
William Ted Katsumes

Laura D. Kautzky
Erin Keith

Linda L. Kent
Donald Isaac Kerr, Jr.

Hillis Edward Kerr
William ‘‘Bill“ Kerr

JoAnn Kettering
Terry Eugene King

Patti Jo Kinman
Kenneth Lloyd Kirchner

Charles Louis Kite, Jr.
Joyce Mary (Scott) Klann

Patricia “Pat” A.
Knustrom

Ruby Louise Korschgen
John Edward Kraft

Carl J. Kraus
Sister Marilyn Kraus, 

CHM
Francis H. “Charlie”

Krogmeier
Mary Ann Krogmeier

Richard W. Krow
William M. Kryzak, Jr.

Dixie M. Lair
Sarah Mae Land

Dorothy Lange-Vance
Annette Laughary

Ann Margaret Leeper
James A. Leggett

Pamela Joyce Lewis 
Hunter

Helen Ann Liddle
Leland Edward Linquist
Dr. Robert “Bob” Perry 

Lorey
Barbara J. Lozano, 74

John F. “Jack” Lutzen, Jr.
Randy L. Manewal

Robert “Bo” Berl Mason
Gordon Lynn Matlock

Donald E. Mayer
John G. “Jack” McCannon
Franklin Monroe “Frank” 

McCarl
Iva S. McCarl-Gemming

Louise Elizabeth McClary
Karen Lynn McClelland
Virginia Ann McKoon

Haley Elizabeth McManus
Gregory Lawrence

Meierotto
James Wayne Meierotto

Carolyn Jean
Merschbrock

Marvin Edward
Merschman

Beverly Jean Mertens
Bonnie Lee Metternich

Lucy E. Miller
Rafael Mirelez Vela

Bernice “Annie” Mitchell
Leroy R. Moeller
Anna L. Molina
Joan C. Molzhon

Ethyl M. Montgomery
Darrel S. Morris

Victor Duane Munford
Kasie J. Nafziger
Marijane P. Nall

Rita Naumann Ballinger
Norma I. Nave

Dwight Bernard Nelson
Colonel (Ret.) Stephen J 

Neuendorf
Mary A. Neuweg

Betty June Newberry
Esther Ann Newberry

Sharon K. Nichols-Kline
Donald L. Niggemeyer
Robert F. Niggemeyer 

James Rae Nixon

Flora Patton Odom
Joseph “Joe” Lloyd O’Shea

Susan O’Shea
Rubey Ott

Cheryl Owings
Carol K. Packard

Richard Arthur “Dick” 
Page, Sr.

Eric Grant Pardall
Pauline Paris

Hamilton E. Parker
Karen Parrack

Girishbhai Patel
Deanna Sue “Dee” Pealer

Vernon E. Peck
Eileen M. Peitz

Jeannette Marie Pence
Jack E. Perry

Franklin “Frank” James 
Peterson

Muril Dee Phillips
Christopher John Pidgeon

Harry Edward Pieper
Sammy E. Mayfield Pierce

Kenneth “Kenny”
Pilkington

Dorothy L. Pindell
Robert Lee Pitford
Rhonda Kay Pitts
Gary R. Pohren

John W. Pollpeter
Mr. R. Joseph Quick Jr.
Loren Michael “Mike” 

Rahn
Patrick A. Rahn

Carroll Lee Rairden
Dorothy M. Ramsey
Jana Elaine (Ramsey) 

Heule Ziegler
Viola M. Ramsey
Melvin Francis
Rauenbuehler
Gary A. Rea

Leslie Leann Real Jones
Pastor George Harry 

Redd Sr.
John Raymond Reddick

Mary Frances Rees
Michael Joseph Regan, Jr.

Betty J. Rehm
Andres “Andy” Reyes
Gary William Rhum

Donald Blair Richardson
Norbert G. Rickelman

Judy H. Roberts
Patrick W. Roberts

Wendy Anne Roberts
Leland Maurice Robinson

Janet Ann Rooney
Larry George Rounds

Vera H. Royce
Carolyn Mae Rube
Michael Ray Rudd

Thomas Shadwell Rump
CaLove Lynn Sackman
Michel R. Sanderson
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Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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We Remember Our Loved 
Ones Lost in 2019

Aria Laine Skylar
Sampson

Eustolia T. Sanchez
Austin R. Sandrock M.D.

Kim Sawyer
Cornelius Herman 

(Dutch) Schakel
Sandra “Sandi” Schmidt
Julia Norreene Schmitt

Sue Ann Schmitz
Dorothy I. Schock

Gary O. Scholl
Margaret “June”

Schroeder
Dr. Melanie Joan Schulte

Rae Ann Schwartz
Kathryn Scott

Ralph D. Seager
David Stewart “Dave” 

Seeley
Stephen L. Seyb

James “Jim” Shelton
Lloyd William “Bill” 

Shriver
Sherry M. Simpson
Gene Oveston Sisk

Nancy Skiles
Alberta Rosina Smith

Bryan Lee Smith
James Lewis Smith
Joe Thomas Smith
John Dale Smith

Fr. Mark P. Spring
Saraphina Nicole Stark

John E. Stauffer
Richard Wade St. Clair

James F. Stevenson
Duane “Toby” Eugene 

Stigall
Vicki L. Stinson

Larry G. Stockwell
Linda S. Storms

Cecilia Rose Catherine 
Stotts

Margaret “Peggy” Jean 
Stroder Swartzbaugh

Mary Elizabeth Sweezer
Louise Marie

(Walkowiak) Listebarger 
Shultz

Iona Marie Siegrist
Mary Maxine Simon
Carol Sue Simpson
Thomas “Jack” Tate

Michael Edward Taylor
Pamela June Taylor

Clinton Andrew Tebbs
Melba A.

Therme-Steinhilber
Olive Lorene Thorn

Stephen Tibbitts
Harriet Ann Timmerman
Lisa Kathleen Tolmosoff

Robert Dean Toops
Gary Burl Townsley
Elaine Kay Traman

Helen M. Turtle
Larry “Shane” Tuttle

Daniel “Dan” Tweedy
Mary Kathleen Ullrich

Eric “Giz” Vajentic
Ronald D. Van Niewaal

Joseph Michael Vaughan
Patricia L. VerDught

Donald J. VerKruyse Sr.
Sandra Jean “Sandie” Vest 

Campbell
Hunter Anthony

Vorwaldt
James Henry Wagner

Avis E. Wallett
David L. Wallingford

Leroy Joseph Walljasper
Pamela Ann Waterman

William “Bill” E.
Waterman

Danne Q. Weiler
George Bernard Welding

Jean Lucille Wenke
Julie Ann Wessel

Richard Allen Whaley
Wanda Jane Wilken
Paul Joseph Wilkens
Raymond William 

Watznauer
Max Clair Westercamp

Jack R. Whisenand
Julian Thomas White
David Merle Wilson

Sue Winnike
Erma R. Wolgemuth
Suzanne Marie Wood
Rebecca Jo “Becky”

Worster
Allen Wayne Wright

Carol A. Wyatt
Robert L. Young

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember
that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.

Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials
used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping
your Christmas green!

 1/1
3 26 30 44 48

Star Ball: 9
All Star Bonus: 2

1/1 MID-DAY
4 2 0  

1/1 EVENING
9 5 6

1/1 MID-DAY
6 5 3 9

1/1 EVENING
2 1 1 7

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

1/1
49 53 57 59 62 
Powerball: 26
Power Play: 2

http://www.grrwa.com
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307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A Fort Madison man has been 
arrested in connection with the accidental death of a 
14-year-old Keokuk boy on April 1.

According to Lee County Attorney Ross Braden, 
Jeremy Gillette, 18, of Fort Madison, was arrested 
Friday evening and charged with vehicular homicide 
as a result of reckless driving.

The charge is a Class C felony punishable by up to 
10 years in prison.

Braden said the complaint filed in South Lee Coun-
ty court alleges that the boy was riding his bicycle 
while holding onto an open window on the 2012 
Chevy Impala that Gillette was driving.

The boy, who was identified in earlier reports as 
Brandon Scott Fitzgerald, lost control of his bicycle 
and struck his head on the pavement on South 7th 
Street in Keokuk near the intersection of K Street.

He was taken by Lee County EMS to Unity Point 
Hospital in Keokuk where he died from injuries sus-
tained in the accident.

Braden said 1st Assistant Lee County Attorney Jon-
athan Stensvaag filed the complaint Friday.

 “This is just a terrible situation – we’re talking 
about kids. The driver himself was still a kid,” Braden 
said.

 “We didn’t take this charge lightly. We had a pretty 
good idea what happened, but this is one of those 
things we wanted to approach cautiously. This wasn’t 
a charge we wanted to throw around lightly because 
of the young people involved in this accident.”

16,037 views, 5,490 engagements - April 13, 2019

FM man arrested in 
accidental death

Elementary bond vote fails another time
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – For 
the fourth time in almost 
as many years, Fort Mad-
ison School district voters 
have shot down an attempt 
to build a new elementary 
school.

Results from the Tuesday 
night special election on 
the issue of building a $30 
million Prek-3rd grade 
elementary building near 
the current middle school 
on Bluff Road failed to meet 
the state-mandated 60% +1 
supermajority.

Voters cast 58.13% of the 
votes in favor of the new 
construction. It’s the third 
time in as many years a 
majority of voters in the 
district did want the new 
school built.

Fort Madison School 
Board President Tim 
Wondra said he doesn’t see 
the current school board 
putting the issue back in 
front of voters.

    “Yeah, I don’t foresee it 
coming back on the ballot 
anytime in the near future,” 

Wondra said Tuesday night.
“We tried to listen to the 

community. They didn’t 
want ball fields and we took 
that off. They wanted more 
focus on traffic and we 
addressed that. No matter 
what we did it didn’t change 
anything”.

Fort Madison Super-
intendent Dr. Erin Slater 
agreed with Wondra’s 
assessment.

“I would agree with that 
statement. Like I’ve said, 
the board made as many 
changes as possible with the 
ball fields, traffic, and its 
impact to the site for access 
and egress which the com-
munity was vocal about,” 
she said. 

“We changed architecture 
firms, hired a construc-
tion manager so we had 
added expertise. No other 
adjustments we could have 
made and the current board 
doesn’t see any additional 
changes they could make.”

Votes totaled 3,296 on 
the issue with 1,916 in 
favor of the new school and 
1,380 voted against it for a 
58.13% approval.

The numbers are strik-
ingly similar to the fall 

election that failed with 
just over 59% of the vote in 
favor of the new building. 
Voter turnout was about 
250 heavier than the April 
2018 bond election.

“It’s pretty close,” Wondra 
said. “It’s the same numbers 
for such an important thing 
for our kids and commu-
nity.”

Wondra also put out a 
statement after the results 
came in.

 ” I’m very saddened by 
the results. I want to thank 
all the people who worked 
so hard behind the scenes 
and those who recognized 
the need for a new elemen-
tary school and continued 
to vote yes,” he said.

Voters lined up April 1 to cast ballots for a pro-
posed bond referendum to build a new ele-
mentary school in Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

17,601 views, 3,261 engagements - April 2, 2019

1 in 6 children face hunger.
There’s more than enough food in America for every child 

who struggles with hunger. Help get kids the food they 

need by supporting Feeding America, the nationwide 

network of food banks. Together, we can solve hunger™. 

Join us at FeedingAmerica.org

http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.feedingamerica.org
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With Pilot Grove Savings Bank
 Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter
what your age, 
we can help you
plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & 
quiet with free 
YMCA mem-
bership in-
cluded. 2 bed-
rooms, some 
with decks/
patio. Stove, 
refr igerator, 
d ishwasher, 
built-in micro-

wave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable security 
deposit $300. Must pass background & credit checks 
(no felonies). Large backyard with picnic tables & glid-
er swing in very nice, quiet neighborhood. Rents range 
from $525-$615. Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laun-
dry rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers 
(located in all buildings). On-site manager. 

Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115
for appointment to view.

Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

Former BHS alum Gibbs 
named new ISP warden

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Iowa Board of Corrections 
voted unanimously today in support of the appointment 
of Randy Gibbs as the next warden of the Iowa State 
Penitentiary (ISP). This appointment was recommend-

ed to the board by Interim Director Dan 
Craig. Gibbs will replace retiring warden 
Patti Wachtendorf on May 23, 2019.

Gibbs, a graduate of Burlington High 
School, and currently the warden of the 
Clarinda Correctional Facility (CCF), has 
served in his current capacity since May 
of 2017. He started his career with Iowa 

Corrections as a Correctional Officer at the Anamosa 
State Penitentiary in 1991. Throughout his career he has 
held such positions as: Lieutenant, Captain, Training 
Officer, Treatment Services Director, Associate Warden 
of Security, and Assistant Deputy Director of Institu-
tional Operations.

Cord Overton, the communications director for the 
Iowa Department of Corrections, said Wachtendorf ’s 
announcement wasn’t a surprise to the DOC.

“Patti’s been planning her retirement for a while,” 
Overton said this morning.

“Warden Gibbs has a track record of providing out-
standing leadership and dedication throughout his long 
career with Corrections,” Craig said. 

14,205 views, 3,280 engagements - April 5, 2019

GIBBS

PCC STAFF

MONTROSE – A man who led 
southeast Iowa law enforcement on 
chase from Des Moines County into 
Lee County on March 14, has been 
arrested after a second chase through 
the area today.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office re-
ports the arrest of Travis W. Peterson, 
39 of Raritan, Ill.

Peterson had eight warrants for 
his arrest stemming from a pursuit 
involving the Des Moines County 
Sheriff ’s Office that ended in Wever 

on March 14, 2019.
Peterson was located today by Des 

Moines County authorities, and he 
led them to Henry County in a pur-
suit. Henry County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the Iowa Department of Trans-
portation took the lead on the pursuit 
into Lee County where deputies of 
Lee County assisted the Iowa State 
Patrol in the pursuit.

Peterson lost control of the car 
he was driving, then abandoned it 
and allegedly took another vehicle 
on 130th Avenue, just inside the Lee 
County jurisdiction.

Peterson then continued to lead Lee 
County Deputies and Iowa State Patr 
olmen into Van Buren County where 

he was taken into custody after STOP 
STICKS were deployed, disabling the 
stolen vehicle he was driving.

Assisting in this arrest were 
LeeComm Dispatchers, West Point 
Police Department, Iowa State Patrol, 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
Motor Vehicle Enforcement, Van 
Buren County Sheriff ’s Office, Henry 
County Sheriffs Office, and the Des 
Moines County Sheriff ’s Office.

Additional charges will follow from 
the March 14th incident, including 
Eluding, and multiple traffic offenses. 
Peterson is merely charged with these 
crimes, and he should be considered 
innocent until proven guilty in a 
Court of Law.

Montrose man arrested after county chase
15,146 views, 3,084 
engagements - March 29, 2019

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
https://www.fortmadisony.org/winter-sports-sampler/


BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
fire that broke out in a 
Fort Madison home early 
Thursday evening has 

sent one man to the hos-
pital with life threatening 
injuries.

Fort Madison firefight-
ers were called to the 
scene of 1121 Avenue E 
at 6:28 p.m., according 
to Fort Madison Police 

Chief Tim Sittig.
Firefighters pulled a 

man from the smoke-
filled home and he was 
transported to Fort 
Madison Community 
Hospital escorted by 
city police. Sittig said 
the man’s condition was 
unknown.

A witness at the scene 
said medical crews were 
performing CPR on the 
man as he was transport-
ed to the ambulance.

The cause of the fire is 
unknown and LeeComm 
paged an “all call” with 
the home being in close 
proximity to another 
home. No damage was 
reported to the other 
structure and flames 
were only seen coming 
from the corner of the 
roof of the structure’s 
porch.

All three FMFD vehi-
cles were on the scene 
as were Fort Madison 
Police, Lee County EMS, 
and Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Department.
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NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
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AMERICANS
MILLION
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A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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Dear Editor:

The Fort Madison High School family had a tough week recently. We lost one of 
our own. It wasn’t the first time this has happened in my tenure at the High School, 
unfortunately.

But it is always difficult to navigate the myriad of emotions that completely take 
over the culture of the building when a student dies. Great Prairie AEA, Central 
Office and High School staff and the Fort Madison Community all supported our 
students as we grieved our loss. We can’t 
thank all of them enough.

But I was overwhelmed by the actions of 
one individual in our community most of all.

Sheriff Stacy Weber’s actions during this 
time were supportive and compassionate; 
over and above the “call of duty”. I spoke with 
him first on Sunday trying desperately to get 
the facts, so that I could prepare for the days 
ahead.

Once Sheriff Weber verified who I was and what I knew, he was able to share just 
enough to help me ready our support system on Monday morning. He was always 
professional, but it was obvious that he was truly concerned about our students and 
their grief.

We spoke several times over the next couple of days as more information became 
public. Sheriff Weber offered his personal support on several occasions and provided 
me with his cell phone number so that I could reach him when I needed to do so. 
Every conversation began or ended with “how are you doing?”

My phone rang on Monday afternoon. I had just arrived home, beat up, rung out 
and empty. Not a Principal’s best day. It was Sheriff Weber. “Hi Mr. Smith. I just 
wanted to call and see how you were and how the day went.” It was just what I need-
ed. A kind, caring friend who just wanted to remind me that he was there.

We talked a while, I unloaded and immediately felt better. Our conversation ended 
with, “I don’t know how you do what you do. I could never do it.” I was a Military 
Police Officer and a Reserve Deputy with the Monterey County Sheriff ’s Office many 
years ago.

Greg Smith

Letter to the Editor - Sheriff does 
more than Protect and Serve

16,233 views, 3,499 engagements - April 11, 2019
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – With a second confirmed case of measles in Iowa, Lee County 
Health Department officials are reminding local residents of the symptoms of the 
rare disease.

According to a release from the Iowa Department of Public Health, the two cases 
in Iowa are both a result of unvaccinated residents from northeast Iowa.

The second case is a resident who is a household contact of the first confirmed 
measles case. The initial case is believed to have come from the resident after travel-
ing to Israel, where measles transmission is occurring.

Health officials also said the initial person is under a public health voluntary con-
finement in order to prevent further exposures. Because the second measles case has 
been isolated at home during the incubation period, there is no current threat to the 
general public.

Emily Biddenstadt, LCHD Community Health Special Projects Manager, said 
measles symptoms are specific.

“We want to remind the public to be aware of the symptoms of measles – cough, 
runny nose, red/watery eyes, nasal congestion, high fever, a rash of flat red areas all 
over the body with raised bumps, and Koplik spots, which are small spots with white 
or bluish-white centers on the inside of the cheek,” she said

The LCHD offers two immunization clinics every month, including the second 
Thursday of the month in Keokuk from noon-4:30pm at Trinity Methodist Church, 
and the fourth Thursday of the month in Fort Madison from noon-5:30pm at the 
LCHD office in the old John Bennett #3 Building.

12,913 views, 1,578 engagements - April 18, 2019

County officials confirm second 
measles case

12,313 views, 3,946 engagements - March 28, 2019
March fire sends man to hospital

https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.jdrf.org
http://www.tkef.org
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2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Open to the Public! Cash Prizes!
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome

While we’re away on our Winter Break, we’re working behind the 
scenes to bring you a fresh new Pen City Current e–Edition and 
website for the new year.

Thank You for Your Friendship & Patronage!
We’re Wishing You Happiest of New Years!

www.PenCityCurrent.com
PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 • News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)316.3621

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Two staff mem-
bers were assaulted by an inmate at the 
Iowa State Penitentiary on Friday, March 
29, 2019 at approximately 4:30 p.m.

While a staff psychologist was meet-
ing with an inmate in her office located 
in one of the housing units, the inmate 
began to physically assault her. A nearby 
correctional officer heard the assault 

taking place, and quickly responded to 
the assault. 

The inmate resisted the attempts by 
the officer to restrain him, and struck 
the officer several times in the struggle. 
The officer was able to deploy oleoresin 
capsicum (pepper spray) to gain control 
of the inmate until additional officers 
arrived to restrain the inmate.

The staff and the inmate that were 
involved in the assault were assessed by 
institution medical professionals and 
found to have not suffered any major 
injuries.

14,657views, 3,082 engagements - 
March 30, 2019

Psychologist, C.O. assaulted at ISP

PCC STAFF

KEOKUK – A 14-year old from Keokuk has been 
killed as a result of an accident involving a motor-vehi-
cle and a bicycle Monday evening.

According to the Keokuk Police Department, Bran-
don Scott Fitzgerald of Keokuk was killed when he hit 
the pavement after he was riding his bicycle and hold-
ing on to a 2012 Chevy Impala driven by an adult male, 
who has not been identified.

As Fitzgerald was being pulled by the bicycle, he fell 
off the bike and landed on the concrete.

First responders administered aid at the scene and 
then Fitzgerald was taken by Lee County EMS am-
bulance to Unity Point Hospital where he was pro-

nounced dead.
According to an Iowa State Patrol accident report, 

which has Fitzgerald’s age listed at 15, the Impala and 
Fitgerald were southbound on South 7th Street near the 
intersection of K Street. The two made contact resulting 
in the bicyclist falling from the bike.

Grief counselors have been made available to stu-
dents and staff in the Keokuk School system.

The Impala was discovered in Fort Madison Monday 
and the driver has been identified, but no arrests were 
included in the press release this morning.

Assisting in the investigation was the Keokuk Fire 
Department, Lee County EMS, Lee County Medical 
Examiner, Lee County Attorney’s Office, Fort Madison 
Police, Lee County Sheriff ’s Department, and the Iowa 
State Patrol.

11,165 views, 2,996 engagements - April 2, 2019
Keokuk boy killed in bicycle, vehicle accident

FORT MADISON – A Sunday afternoon chase has 
resulted in the arrest of Montrose man who allegedly 
reached speeds of 150 mph on Hwy. 61.

Fort Madison Police attempted to pull over Timothy 
Richardson, 18, of Montrose on Avenue L where was 
clocked doing 50 in a 35.

According to Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig, 
Richardson began eluding police headed west bound 
and got out on Hwy 61 where Lee County Sheriff ’s 
deputies joined the pursuit.

Sittig said Richardson then raced down Hwy 61 
south where deputies clocked him at 150 mph.

Lee County Sheriff Department Chief Deputy Will 
Conlee said Richardson led officers past the Linger 
Longer store on 303rd Avenue and Hwy. 61 in Mon-
trose where he lost control of the bike laying it down 
on the pavement and was taken into custody.

9,843 views, 3,77 engagements - April 18, 2019

Council votes to allow councilman to sever property

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A sitting Fort 
Madison City Councilman will be 
allowed to sever his property from city 
limits after he requested it be annexed 
into the city just over a decade ago.

In a close 4-2 vote, with 1st Ward 
Councilman Chris Greenwald removing 
himself from the meeting, the city coun-
cil agreed to sever the property in the 
3000 block of Timberlane Drive from 
city limits.

Greenwald had requested the property 
be annexed into the city in 2007 so he 
could continue to serve as a first ward 
councilman. He said after the meeting 
the move was also to help encourage 
other property owners to possibly do the 
same and increase the city’s tax base.

Councilmen Bob Morawitz and Chad 

Cangas voted against the 
measure.

Cangas said there was 
a serious concern about 
precedent, regardless of 
how the city found itself 
in this situation.

“I feel this puts us in a 
real precarious situation as far as prece-
dent. If we get 500 people request to be 
removed from city limits, we’re going 
to have to give every single one of those 
consideration once we open the door 
and I don’t know how we tell one no and 
not everybody,” Cangas said.

City Manager David Varley said Gre-
enwald’s property is the only property in 
the subdivision in city limits.

“Council faces a decision of opening a 
door for people to come and request to 
leave the city because they don’t want to 
pay the taxes vs. having one subdivision 
where it doesn’t make a lot of sense to 
have one home there in the city and not 
have the others,” he said.

“I certainly wouldn’t want us to see 
other requests, especially from business-
es to leave the city so we need to think 
carefully about it as we don’t want to set 
a precedent,” Varley said.

Cangas said he had serious ethical 
questions as well and said he couldn’t 
support it. He said approving the mea-
sure validates residents’ opinions that 
this is cronyism and “good ol’ boys club”.

Mayor Brad Randolph said at the time 
the city was “hot” on looking at ways to 
increase the boundaries of the city of 
Fort Madison through annexation.

“We were looking at annexing bypass-
es and interchanges. And part of the 
thought was having that person volun-
tarily annexing in could or would be the 
beginning of more annexation in that 
area,” he said.

“In doing that, the city would try to 
run sewer either from Happy Hollow, 
which is already there, and back down to 
catch that road to offer some incentive. 
We never did that, of course, and so that 

left that property owner not having that 
come to fruition. Take that for what’s it 
worth, but there was a method to the 
madness.”

Fort Madison attorney Rich Fehseke 
was at the meeting representing Green-
wald and said the annexation, which he 
said he helped prepare in 2007, wasn’t 
done properly.

“It does not appear that property was 
properly annexed and services that were 
discussed at the time have not been 
extended out there,” he said.

Fehseke said Cangas’ concerns were 
real, that if the city let one out, then how 
could they stop others from wanting out. 
He said this particular annexation could 
be challenged because others wouldn’t 
have that challenge.

“I think the city has the ability to dis-
tinguish between this request and the re-
quests that may just walk in off the street 
to help guard yourself against everyone 
and their brother from asking something 
similar be done,” Fehseke said.

9,946 views, 2,157 engagements - 
March 5, 2019

GREENWALD

Motorcycle chase ends in arrest

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

Editorial - Emotions running high as Baxter Foundation pulls funding
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

Tony Baxter told me he doesn’t seek out the media. 
He said he got burned a couple years back and tries to 
stay away from the press. After a couple different times 
of trying to reach him for one article or another, I had 
no trouble believing that when I finally had a chance to 
talk with him on Tuesday.

We’ve all heard by now that he pulled the Baxter 
Foundation’s funding for 2019 and possibly further into 
the future because of the Fort Madison Community 
School District’s decision last fall to go with Carl A. 
Nelson out of Burlington as construction manager if 
the April 2 bond vote passes to build a new PreK-3rd 
grade elementary school next to the middle school on 
Bluff Road.

The district needs 60 percent plus one vote to break 
ground on the new school that Superintendent Erin 
Slater said would be operational by 2021.

I asked Tony what he would say to the people that say 
this is sour grapes.

“What do I say… ? Am I upset that I didn’t get the 
project…Yep.”

Baxter called the decision a let down and wasteful 
spending. He said he offered a program that would 
have cost less and resulted in tax dollars staying in the 
community, not to mention potential donations to 
upgrade fields at the Sports Complex to be high school 
compliant to solve some of the athletic facility issues at 
FMHS.

To hinder the youth in order to upset the voting 
booth is a move probably only Baxter could make. 
When you’ve given for decades to a school that goes 
outside the area for a large project, for whatever rea-
sons, your consternation is outside our judgment.

But it leaves a bad taste in our mouth for sure. Not 
unlike the one Baxter probably had last fall when hear-
ing his company didn’t win the project.

We don’t know what dollar value would have been 
attached to the Foundation donations in 2019. We 
don’t have the right to assume any. We don’t know 
what programs are going to be hurt. Inevitably, some-
thing, and more importantly someone, is going to 
suffer.

We’re not entitled to be upset with Baxter because he 
was funding the Foundation out of his own pocket, yet 
we find ourselves fighting that instinct. That’s goofy be-
havior modification, but no one’s entitled to someone 
else’s philanthropy. Or is that how far we’ve come?

There are many families in Fort Madison that give… 
and give… and give. Names like Baxter, Pothitakis, 
Denning, Scoville, Mohrfeld, Rashid come quickly to 
mind. But many…many others do as well, and some 
don’t even want their name out there.

It’s our experience from being around these people 
that they give because they feel a greater purpose and 
sense of community… and they’ve cultivated resources 
to be able to give back. We think the district erred in 
not seeing that same sense of community. It was a tight 
vote 4-3. And the current board probably would have 
voted 4-3 the other way.

Did Baxter’s pull the right arrow from the quiver? 
From the reaction to our story, it certainly hit its target.

Baxter said he sincerely hopes a new school gets built, 
but wants this referendum to fail because there are bet-
ter programs out there that can benefit the community 
and possibly cost less than the one in front of the board.

8,517 views, 2,244 engagements - March 20, 2019

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
As members of the Fort Madison Community School Board, we are continually 

humbled by the generosity of the volunteers, donations, and philanthropic work that 
make the community of Fort Madison so great. The opportunities that have been 
offered to our youth, with support from all of our community partners, is admirable.

Our district has many community partners and these partners will always be 
important to us. As a school board, it is our duty and mission to prepare all students 
for success through advanced curriculum and proper learning

environments. That need is what drives us!
As elected officials, our obligation is to the taxpayers and to our students. Our 

board was encouraged to pursue a construction manager to help facilitate the pro-
cess for a successful bond referendum. We interviewed two Southeast Iowa contrac-
tors. Our decision included the following criteria: construction management expe-
rience, knowledge of the public school construction and bidding process (as there 
are unique laws and regulations), references from prior public project performance, 
and fees. We believe it is our ethical responsibility to perform a qualifications-based 
selection process in order to identify the most qualified team members.

The construction management agency hiring decision was made based on the 
following:

• Carl A. Nelson & Company’s proposal was significantly less than the Baxter 
Construction proposal.

• Carl A. Nelson & Company reported that they had completed 32 Construction 
Management as Agent projects for public entities and Baxter Construction provided 
no references for public projects completed as Construction Management as Agents.

• At the time of the selection, Carl A. Nelson & Company had worked for 15 pub-
lic school districts all with positive references and within the local tri-state area.

• Carl A. Nelson & Company reported they had completed 96 major projects in 
Fort Madison.

• Carl A. Nelson & Company gave real examples of cost-saving recommendations 
they made on three projects that saved their clients over $800,000 showing the value 
of their services by example.

The mission of the Fort Madison Community School District is “to ensure all stu-
dents learn the academic and life skills necessary for personal success and responsi-
ble living.” Our end goal in establishing a new, unified elementary school is to better 
enable us to fulfill that mission. We believe that by providing our students with 
modern educational environments, it will ensure academic excellence during their 
years with Fort Madison Community School District and the years to follow.

Sincerely,
Tim Wondra & Dianne Hope

President & Vice President
Fort Madison Community School District School Board

10,656 views, 2,244 engagements - March 20, 2019

Letter to the Editor - District stands by project manager decision

https://cyberhounds.org
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 03 Jan

Light Snow
High– 38.3º F | Low – 34.8º F

SAT 04 Jan

Light Snow
High– 31.8º F | Low – 31.4º F

SUN 05 Jan

Clear
High– 42.1º F | Low – 33.0º F

MON 06 Jan

Overcast
High– 42.0º F | Low – 33.6º F

TUE 07 Jan

Overcast
High– 29.4º F | Low – 20.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – For the past 12 years, Fort Mad-
ison’s Alyse Schmidt has walked the halls of Denmark 
and Fort Madison schools, laughing in the quick pace 
of the hallways going from classroom to classroom.

She followed her sister Lexi to youth ballgames and 
neighborhood games of tag, like little sisters do. She 
wanted to be like her sister, and do the things she, and 
other kids in the neighborhood, did. And she did.

But Alyse did it missing her right arm from the el-
bow down. No right forearm. No right hand.

Meromelia is the medical description of being born 
without part of a limb. Alyse didn’t recall what the 
medical condition was labeled, but she doesn’t really 
care either.

The FMHS senior plays tennis on the Fort Madison 
Bloodhound girls tennis team. She didn’t pick up a 
racquet until she was a freshman and quickly became 
fond of the game.

“It’s turned out to be really fun. I didn’t know what 
to expect going into it, but I’ve really enjoyed it and I 
think I’ll take my racquet with me to college and play,” 
she said. “It’s a life-long sport.” 

Schmidt plays at Nos. 5 and 6 singles depending on 
the team and format of the matches.

While most players toss the ball with their weak-
hand then either spring into the serve with their legs 
and hips, or hit more of a badminton-type serve, Alyse 

has to add a twist to hers.
To serve, she lays the ball on the face of the racket 

and holds it parallel to the ground with her left hand, 
and then flips the ball into the air and strikes it on the 
way down all in one smooth motion.

Once the ball is in play, Schmidt can hit ground 
strokes with good pace and then has to flick at 
one-handed back hands, where most girls play a 
two-handed backhand.

“I still struggle with my backhand. It’s not the pretti-
est. Most high school girls don’t do a one-hand back-
hand, but I don’t have that choice,” Schmidt said.

Head Coach Jeremy Swink, who’s in his first-year 
with the team, said he had heard there was a one-
armed girl on the team, but he didn’t really get how 
unique it was until he saw her play.

“She came to me early on and asked how she could 
be more competitive with her serve,” Swink said

    “I told her, ‘Alyse, just don’t double fault and get 
those serves in. You’ll be ahead of the game and don’t 
give up points on the serve and I think she does that 
very well,” Swink said.

She said her game requires a little more practice 
getting timing on her backhand and working on her 
serve. As a freshman she was the No. 11 player on the 
team and moved into the top 10 as a sophomore. As a 
junior she played at No. 8 singles and as a senior she’s 
now playing at No. 6.

She said she regularly has opponents ask her what 
happened to her arm, but said she welcomes the con-
versations.

Schmidt does it her way - just with one arm
12,522 views, 1,692 engagements - April 22, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The man pulled from a burning 
building by Fort Madison firefighters early Thursday 
evening has died as a result of injuries.

According to a release from the Fort Madison Police 
Department Tuesday morning, 32-year-old Hamilton 
Parker, of Fort Madison died at University of Iowa Hos-

pitals and Clinics Saturday.
The cause of the fire that broke out at about 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday at 1121 Avenue E, is still under investigation 
by the State Fire Marshall.

Firefighers and emergency responders began per-
forming CPR on Parker after being pulled from the 
home. He was taken to Fort Madison Community 
Hospital and then transferred to Iowa City.

An autopsy has been ordered to determine the cause 
of Parker’s death.

Fort Madison man dies from fire injuries
12,006 views, 3,084 engagements - April 2, 2019

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Iowa State Penitentiary officials 
are looking into an incident Friday that caused a staff 
member to be taken to the hospital

The staff member became extremely ill after coming 
into contact with an unknown substance that is be-
lieved to have come from a bottle of eye drops.

Other staff at the institution quickly quarantined the 
substance, and the staff member was taken to the local 
hospital. Her condition has stabilized, and she has been 
released to recover at home.

12,490 views, 2,658 engagements - April 2, 2019
ISP looked into substance

Senior Alyse Schmidt played for the varsity 
FMHS tennis team in 2019 at No. 6 singles 
with just one arm.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org


Pen City Current - Friday, January 3, 2020 - 13

2019 – A Year in Review: March & April

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.
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Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
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*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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10th Street Station
Alliance Realty Company

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Bagcraft
Baxter Construction Company

Baxter’s Sports Complex
Big Bang Fireworks

Bridge Cafe & Supper Club
Brockman Chiropractic

Building Materials
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carlos O Capdevila Agency

Catfish Bend Casinos
Celene M. Coppage

Chad Ward
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
City of Fort Madison

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

Community Heating & Cooling
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Cullen Pest Control

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.

Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Johnson

Denmark God’s Portion Day Committee
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Peterson
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Doris’ Tavern
Double Dipper, Inc.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis and Associates
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
Dutchman’s Store

Edward Jones – Larry Kelch
Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp

Faeth’s Fowl Play
Fairfield Arts & Convention Center

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farmington Strawberry Festival
Fort Colony Family Restaurant

Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison Community School District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters

Fort Madison Partners
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Garden Bros. Circus

Great River Regional Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill
Green Oak Development

Griffinn Muffler & Brake Center
Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Hidden Beauty Salon

Hill Side Inn
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Industrial Motors
Jason & Stephanie Runge

Jean Neuweg
Jeff Kurtz

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

K’s Fabrics & More
Karen Hope
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit

Kevin Rink, Fort Madison City Councilman
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

KLM Realty
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Bank

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Economic Development Group

Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Speedway
Madison Turf and Timber
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Matt’s Greenhouse
Menke & Company
Merschman Seeds

Merschman Trucking
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.

Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
Mohrfeld Electric

Montrose Community Fireworks Committee
Montrose Customs

Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon Festival Committee

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Paul’s Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling, Inc.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Randolph Dental
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County

Sara Jan Garza
Saunders and Bunger Law

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Small Grand Things
Sonny’s Super Market

Southeastern Community College PACE Program
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stage 2 Consignment Shop
State Farm Insurance – Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Stewart Automotive

SubArena
Taco Taco Takos

Taske Force
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
Todd Schneider

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the Great River Region

Vintage Sports Cards
Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey
West Point Fireman’s Ball

West Point Fireworks Committee
West Point Sweet Corn Festival Committee

Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
WorkSource Sta!ng

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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