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Young shoulders biame for EMS woes

AMBULANGE: Director says service ready to work with county on 12-month deal

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

www.pencitycu rrent.com

GRADUATION 2020
Mayor sets

citywide
cruise for Sat.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

“We just don’t see that working out finan-
cially;” Young said Monday.

“We went up to $900,000 and even that
would be a break-even point. With reim-
bursements, and the way we feel things would
change, the best thing is that it will have to
be some kind of government entity. That way
other things would open for them.

Young took total blame for the ambulance services finan-
cial woes on himself.

“First of all I want to start out saying that the way things
have gone the last couple of months was my part,” he said.

“I have learned a lot and grown a lot from this expe-

See YOUNG, page 6

LEE COUNTY - The head of Lee County’s current am-
bulance service said the company is willing to go another 12
months, but said the county needs to come up with another
option for 2022.

Bill Young, the director for Lee County EMS Ambulance,
Inc, told Pen City Current Monday the current proposal
submitted to the county for $900,000 in subsidies would have
to be met, but the county should look at making the service a
governmental entity.

He said the service just can’t continue to function with
reimbursements the way they are, and with private providers
being left out of legislation for gap funding.

YOUNG

FORT MADISON - As the two city
high schools navigate the coronavirus
to plan events for graduating seniors, a
citywide cruise has been born that may
end up being an annual event.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, with the help
of several area parents, volunteers and
Shottenkirk Automotive Group, has
launched a cruise that will
start downtown, hit both
high schools, the city’s
senior living centers, and
then finish downtown this
Saturday starting at 1 p.m. 9

Mohfeld said there was
a lot of discussion in April
about doing something special for this
year’s seniors who've been out of school
since the governor ordered all state
schools closed in March and canceled all
school-related activities.

“I started getting feedback and people
asking if we could do this or do that
and we started looking at timelines and
logistics,” Mohrfeld said.

“Anyway, we we're talking about it,
and I thought what about a graduation
cruise. In talking with Abby Womack,
somebody who wanted to do something,
she thought it was a great idea. I think
it’s pretty cool”

Then the mayor got a call from Doug
Owen, who's the marketing director for
Shottenkirk.

“He called and said Greg (Shottenkirk)
would like to do something. So he got
involved and helped, and right now it’s
just something we're gonna keep real
simple”

He said the concept is basically one
senior, one vehicle.

“Whatever they want to drive. I don’t
even care if it’s a side by side if their 18,
Mobhrfeld said tongue in cheek.

As an incentive and to make the ride
a bit more competitive Mohrfeld offered
up a $500 scholarship to the vehicle

See CRUISE, page 5

Pollmiller to
stay closed
over holiday

BY PCC STAFF

MOHRFELD

LEE COUNTY - Lee County
Conservation will not open Poll-
miller Beach for Memorial Day
Weekend. The staff has not set an
opening date for the beach at this
time.

“We all know how many people
enjoy visiting the beach in the
summer, but we are not comfort-
able opening yet,” said Nathan
Unsworth, Lee County Conserva-
tion Director.”

Public swimming pools remain
closed, so we are following the

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg
Hidden Beauty owners Tina Hauck and Davette Jurgenson sanitize the
salon Friday morning as Gov. Kim Reynolds reopened the salons across
the state. Jurgenson said without some of the state aid programs, they
may not have been able to open back up. Hauck said the salon was de-
nied any state small business grants, but unemployment helped during
the closure.

See HOLIDAY, page 2

CORONAVIRUS
COVID-related inflammatory disease hits lowa youth

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

the COVID-19 illness.

Dr. Caitlin Pedati confirmed the
cases during Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds
daily update from the state’s Emer-
gency Operations Center in Johnston
Monday.

Pedati said the disease called
Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome

is similar to Kawasaki Disease, and
is being monitored by state health
officials.

The first cases of the disease were
reported in New York City about six
weeks ago and now more than 145

JOHNSTON - State officials con-
firmed Monday that two children in
eastern Iowa have been infected with
an inflammatory disease that is effect-
ing children who've been exposed to

See PEDATI, page 3
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For the Record/From the Front

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
05/14/20 - 3:49 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 900 block of Avenue F.
05/14/20 - 9:21 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 3900 block of Bluff Road.
05/14/20 - 7:25 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Bradley Michael Dettmers, Jr.,
35, of Fort Madison, in the 2100
block of Avenue N, on a charge
of violation of a no contact
order and interference with
official acts. He was released
on a promise to appear.
05/14/20 - 8:28 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
3400 block of Avenue L.
05/14/20 - 10:12 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Crystal
Wolf, 47, of Fort Madison in
the 600 block of Avenue E, on
a warrant service. She was re-

leased on a promise to appear.
05/15/20 - 3:51 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 600 block of 8th Street.
05/15/20 - 8:41 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a stolen vehicle in
the 600 block of 4th Street.
05/15/20 - 9:35 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited Matthew
Sly, 26, of Fort Madison in

the 2800 block of Avenue L,
on a charge of driving under
suspension. He was released.
05/15/20 - 2:40 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police respond-

ed to a report of property
damage accident in the

3100 block of Avenue K.
05/16/20 - 7:46 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of property dam-
age accident in the 2000
block of 303rd Avenue.
05/17/20 - 8:43 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of vandalism in

the 800 block of Avenue H.

All TB & Immunization Clinics
Have Been Postponed

In order to protect

the health & safety of

Lee County residents

during this time,
clinics have been

postponed through

May.

Please call our office with any questions
and watch our Facebook page
for more information:
@ LeeCountyHealthDepartment

(319) 372.5225

#3;John;BennettDrive; Fort:Madison

www:leecountyhd.org,

05/17/20 - 10:50 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a stolen vehicle in
the 1100 block of Avenue E.
05/17/20 - 11:50 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Dale Lee Heidbreder, Jr.,

40, of Fort Madison, in the
4700 block of Avenue O, on
a charge of misdemeanor
assault. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
05/17/20 - 11:59 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a burglary in the
600 block of 34th Street.

Lee County

Sheriff’s Report
05/14/20 - No arrests/cita-
tions/accidents reported
05/15/20 - 10:25 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies ar-
rested Denise Michelle Howell,
45, of Keokuk in the 2400 block
of 340th Street on a warrant for
failure to appear. She was taken
to the Lee County Jail and later
released on her recognizance.
05/15/20 - 6:40 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Joseph Cash Kelly
Lancaster, 22, of Revere, Mo.,
on a warrant for violation of
probation. He was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/16/20 - 7:45 a.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Carrie Nichole Morris,
32, of Keokuk, in the 1600

block of Green Bay Road,

on a warrant for violation of
probation. She was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
05/16/20 -12:27 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies cited
Laurence Alexander Hayes, 29,
of Fort Madison, on the Hwy. 61
bypass in Keokuk, on a charge
of possession of a controlled
substance -subsequent
offense. He was released.
05/16/20 - 8:18 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Lexys Christine Jarrell,
20, of Keokuk, in the 300 block
of Hwy. 61 in Montrose, on
charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance, possession
of drug paraphernalia, interfer-
ence with officials acts-bodily
injury, assault with injury on

law enforcement officer and
speeding. She was taken to

the Lee County Jail and later
released on her recognizance.
05/16/20 - 10:02 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies cited
Payton Wrage VanPelt Vice,
24, of Fort Madison, no location
given, on a charge of driving
while barred. She was released.

Hancock County

Sheriff’s Report
05/12/20 - Heather L Zvirb-
lis, age 39, of Carthage, IL
was arrested on a Hancock
County Warrant charging her
with Petition to Revoke or

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Modify Sentence for Probation
Violation on original charges
of Burglary. Zvirblis remains
lodged in the Hancock County
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting

her next court appearance.
05/13/20 — William L Walker,
age 45, of Montrose, IA was
arrested on a Hancock County
Warrant charging him with Pe-
tition to Revoke or Modify Sen-
tence for Probation on original
charges of Unlawful Possession
of Methamphetamine. Walker
remains lodged in the Hancock
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
05/14/20 - Raymundo T Fran-
cisco, age 42, of Carthage, IL
was arrested and charged with
Driving Under the Influence,
No Valid License, and Oper-
ating an Uninsured Vehicle.
Francisco was released after
posting the required bond and
given a future court date.
05/17/20 - Janelle L Pryor,
age 19, of Augusta, IL was
arrested on a Hancock County
Warrant charging her with
Failure to Appear on original
charges of Criminal Trespass

to Residence. Pryor remains
lodged in the Hancock County
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting her
initial court appearance.
05/17/20 - Benjamin J Johnson,
age 21, of lowa, was arrested
and charged with Posses-
sion of Methamphetamine.
Johnson was also arrested on
a Henry County, IA warrant
charging him with Violation

of Parole. Johnson remains
lodged in the Hancock County
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting

his next court appearance.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire &

Rescue Report
05/15/20 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to four medical calls,
05/16/20 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded to two
medical calls, one gas odor,
and one motor vehicle accident
05/17/20 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to one burning complaint
and two medical calls.

Conservation officials
moving with caution

HOLIDAY - Continued from Page 1

same guidelines for the time being”

Lee County Conservation campgrounds will be open
for the holiday weekend. However, park restrooms remain
closed at Lee County parks. Park staff will be evaluating
the facility closures in the next week to determine what
facilities can potentially reopen.

“While the beach will be closed, our parks remain open.
We hope families will take advantage of other outdoor
activities at our parks, like fishing, paddling, and hiking.
Of course, we urge all park users to stay home if they are
sick and follow social distancing guidelines while at our

parks,” Unsworth said.

For more information about Lee County Conservation’s
parks and facilities, please call the Conservation Office at
319-463-7673. All camping reservations are made online
at www.mycountyparks.com. For all future updates, please

follow Lee County Conservation on Facebook.

NANCY

AMOS

For IOWA SENATE

Paid for by Nancy Amos for Iowa Senate

(319).371.1670
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From the Front

Governor reviewing expiring
parts of latest order

PEDAT]I - Continued from Page 1

children in the city have been sickened.
Reports are also popping up in about
half of the nation’s states according to
the Centers for Disease Control.

The CDC has confirmed the link to
COVID-19 and New York City mayor
Bill de Blasio has reported that 90% of
the children sickened tested positive for
the coronavirus, or antibodies indicat-
ing they had the contracted the virus.

“Friday afternoon the Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health did have two
reports of this syndrome.” Pedati said
Monday.

She said the children were from east-
ern Jowa are currently stable.

“We are working with local health
and clinical providers to gather more
information. What we know now is
there is fever and signs of inflammation,
you might have heard this compared to
another rare infectious disease called
Kawaski disease,” Pedati said.

“We're following it very closely to
learn more about it. So far, thankfully,
reports of children getting sick are very
rare.”

Symptoms in addition to the fever
include: irritability or sluggishness, ab-
dominal pain, diarrhea, vomiting, rash,
conjunctivitis, enlarged lymph node on
one side of the next, red cracked lips or
red tongue, and swollen hands and feet.

Pedati said reports of any diagnoses of
the disease in the state must be reported
to the IDPH.

Reynolds said she is still considering
additional measures to reopen the state
turther, citing increased testing capacity
and encouraging numbers.

She said it’s been more than 18 days
since the state’s highest single daily new
positive case data.

“The time is right to move into the re-
covery phase and start reopening Iowa’s
economy, she said.

“We're at a point where we can and
must strike a balance between managing
the virus for the long term, and getting

the economy up and running once
again. The long-term consequences of
keeping Iowa’s business closed are far
reaching”

On Monday, the Lee County Health
Department announced a 19th positive
case in the county. The case involves a
middle aged man who is in isolation.
Sixteen of the county’s cases are listed as
recovered.

Reynolds also announced new up-
dated reporting standards for the state’s
coronavirus website at coronavirus.
iowa.gov. She said now people will be
able to see real-time case count in-
formation, so daily updates won’t be
required.

Iowa was just honored as one of the
nation’s top 10 states in data reporting
since the outbreak, the governor said.

She also said a new dedicated Test
Iowa call center is now up and running
but didn’t provide a number for the
center. The center is staffed with nurses
to answer questions about the assess-
ment and results. The Test lowa website
didn’t list a call center number Monday
evening.

The governor’s current emergency
order is set to expire next week and
Reynolds said state officials are looking
into extending some of the order, while
rescinding other parts.

She said the moratorium on utility
shutoff and evictions may be extend-
ed, as well as talks about further grant
opportunities for landlords.

“We're looking at that, in conjunction
with Iowa Economic Development Au-
thority, and to put in some other grants
that would apply to apartment owners,”
Reynolds said.

“We're looking at different scenar-
ios to make sure we're not removing
that too soon, and we're working with
Iowan’s as we open the economy. While
we haven’t made a decision yet, we're
looking at all aspects of the order that
will expire next week?”
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Paid for by Tony for Supervisor

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast lowa

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

DINE-IN  DELIVERY  CARRYOUT

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th St. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

oy
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from your own home
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O

o Nevlleler

o Miolile IBamlumng App

Click Here

to Learn More

Online banking is safe and secure
and can be done anywhere
you have online access —
even from the safety
of your own home!

— 319-469-3951

Member FDIC
@ Equal Housing Lender

Click this ad to learn more or visit us online at
www.pilotgrovesavingshank.com
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Patrick Profeta
General Manager

\utomotive

KeOkUk AUi'O Cred “. * Transmission Repair * Major/Minor Engine Repair
* Alignments * Tune-Up
We TOfe fhe NOfe « Coolant/Transmission Flush

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com ﬂsméigfx

- - 1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334 Junior Stewart, Owner
Protect your hottom line with | | Keokuk 1A 52632 Fox: 310-524-2373 @9 714509

The Power of AgMax D

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than Attorney At Law
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including: SaunderS/ Bunger
= Producers who process, retail or direct market An Association of Sole Practitioners
= Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
and training 610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
= Agritainment and agritourism Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation 320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, 1A 52601

Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp 3 . q
1301°37th St Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.
Fort Madison B FARM BUREAU 31 9 .3 7 1 .41 2 5

yhltiamp. /@BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

larryholtkamp.com

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CAO19 (12-14)

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

« WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

Commercial needs bugs?”

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, 1A 52656 WWW.kempkerstl‘uevalue.com

Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

o, S

o LU ADVERTISE YOUR
oS T 246! 20 SERVICE BUSINESS
& Vinyl Banners I(=)t.f|fr|r$|‘tau re Faril(l)ilngtl(iﬁ: Iszzrgzt&é M hl

Trifold Brochures Ont y

Fszulv:nue (im . ::119'312'2121 00

ort Madison, oddprinting.com Rick S d - $
EHIl]YFIIEEIIElI\I:I.IrY“'{lls ;%%mmﬁglknx!%l!(uununuumn 1 0“2,':;. ers (319) 878 4000 Only 50

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $24°°
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF, I'm not just here for

gent .

2623 Avenue L

2eas enue L insurance. | can also help

How can chiropractic therapy help you? S o madieonaurance.com you look at your retirement ]
Y ENERTS oF CHIROPRAGTE T Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!

tomorrow. Let’s start today.

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health Household Hazardous
* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective . . i Py

Hissuos Here to help life go right. Waste Unit is open
* Improved circulation Monday thri OUgh Fri iday

* Increased energy., vitality, and improved sleep -
* and many, many more 8am - 4pm

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN 800-2 16-_23 70
2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800 & S ta te F a r m : Call for an appolntment

Ft Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:

http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/ 2002 300 v 1 GarodeLane
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment State Farm et o‘;‘n:“:::wm s'mb:mm
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation 1708167.1 Bloomington, IL
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/

Advertise

patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish- °

washer,  built-in  microwave. ina brand
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-

fordable security deposit $300.

Must pass background & cred- IleW W(Iy.

it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650

Message your

sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry customers
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319- where they

750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

spend their
time — online!

Call Lee
(319)371.4125

: 'JOIN AN lNDUSTRY I.EADER
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Great Job Opportunities

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

Forklift
Operators

Qualifications:

1-3 years forklift experience,
in a fast-paced environment
Openings All Shifts
R3561
Starting pay: $21.00/hour

Machine Packaging
Operators

Qualifications:
Minimum [ year experience
as a machine/production operator in a
high-speed manufacturing environment
Openings All Shifts
R3559
Starting pay: $18.30/hour

Apply at
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

COME GRO
WITH US!

FMHS, HTC try to finalize
plans for 2020 seniors

CRUISE - Continued from Page 1

showing the most creativity.

“Well judge it at Holy Trinity Catholic. It’s going to be on creativity. They can
decorate the car, decorate themselves, and the theme will have a lot of latitude”

He said the scholarship will be to the winner’s post secondary institution.

“We will cruise Avenue G down to 4th Street, go up to Avenue E, drive up to
FMHS and along Bluff Road to HTC, along Bluft Road to Sunnybrook, down 48th
Street and the highway to The Madison, The Kensington, and back downtown,”
Womack wrote in a release Friday.

Mohrfeld said it was his intention to make it annual ride.

“That’s where I'm going with it. I think it’s a cool idea and it’s been really well
received by the elderly living sites.”

There is no registration or sign up required and Mohrfeld said juniors who want
to follow the cruise and have licenses can follow in behind the seniors if they want.
He’s also encouraging parents, the public and businesses to line the streets con-
gratulating the seniors. The event is not in lieu of anything the school districts are

doing.

“I’s just a Fort Madison ‘showin’ the love thing”

Those looking for more information or to get involved can call Mohrfeld at 319-
470-0937 or Womack at 470-7363.

Other events planned for Holy Trinity Catholic include the following:

« HTC Seniors’ Awards via Zoom, Tuesday, May 19th

o Graduation ceremony is rescheduled for Sunday, Aug. 2nd at 2:00 p.m.

o Baccalaureate Mass is Sunday, Aug. 2 at 8:00 a.m. at St. Mary’s in West Point

At Fort Madison High School:

+ A Bloodhound Senior Cruise throughout the city will be on Friday May 29,
with seniors starting in the high school parking lot at 7:15 p.m. and finishing in
the high school parking lot around 8:20 p.m., where lights will be turned on at the
football, baseball and softball fields for 20 minutes in honor of the Class of 2020.

o Prom is rescheduled for June 13 pending allowance by state and federal offi-
cials.

o Graduation is rescheduled for June 27, pending allowance by the state.

o A virtual graduation video that will feature each senior walking across the
stage, along with senior and administration speeches is set to take place the first
week of June. Time schedules are listed on the district’s website.

>
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Ambulance official says service needs to be government entity

YOUNG - Continued from Page 1

rience and I regret that we had to ask the county for
extra funds. But it was a provision in our contract that
allowed us to do that. So that's what we did.

“We've been honored to provide service to the county
for the past 25 years and we're willing to continue over
the next 12 months until the county can come up with
the best alternative.”

If that alternative does become a county-, or even
city-run ambulance service, it could hinge on a bill
hung up in the Iowa Legislature due to the dismissal for
the coronavirus.

That bill, House Study Bill 631, would give county
boards the right to assess a tax to cover the shortfall
in revenues that Young says is not only plaguing Lee
County, but the nation’s ambulance services.

“My biggest hope is that the state follows through and
the legislation is passed to make EMS an essential ser-
vice,” he said. “If that happens the county would be able
to tax and levy for that service and that would generate
some income to cover shortfalls”

According to Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, legislators are
planning to return to the state capital on June 1.

Another Medicaid reimbursement that is not avail-
able to private services is the Ground Emergency Med-
ical Transportation program, which provides federal
funding through state Departments of Human Services.
That reimbursement requires a couple years of billing
history to set rate structures, but it something else the

county could plan on.

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren said that
program is part of how he thinks the cities can offer
ambulance services with comparable subsidies to Lee
County EMS in the future.

Herren and Keokuk Fire Chief Gabe Rose will be
presenting a proposal to the Lee County Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday, along with Lee County EMS
staff.

Young said the investor group of Lee County EMS,
which includes three family members and fifth in-
vestor, has cut the service as deep as it can, and rate
increases could be taken in addition to the county’s
$900,000 if approved for one more year. He said those
are things that would need to be hashed out with the
county board.

“It's something we could work on together. We
would have to be able to sit at the table and discuss
things and maybe try to find other cuts, but, we've
pretty much cut every where we can cut,” he said.

“We have to be able to provide a service that people
expect and that comes with a cost”

Young said Lee County EMS did find itself in trouble
with the IRS and was facing liens.

“I will just say that was true, and those are things
that I'm not proud of. I didn’t ask for help when I
needed to ask for help in this position and I put other
people here in a bad spot. I realize that and apologize
for that. I screwed up and I wanna move forward and
get it fixed so the county has a reliable ambulance ser-

vice going forward,” he said.

Young said EMS service is his passion and if allowed
he would like to continue to be a part of the service
going forward.

“I'm willing to stay on as long as anyone will allow
me to. This is my passion and EMS is where I feel I
belong,” he said.

“I feel bad because of what I did, but I can’t keep
living on that and I want to look to the future. If asked
to do that, by all means I would be willing to do that”

Young said Washington County is currently moving
toward a county-run ambulance service and he said he
believes Henry County’s hospital-based EMS service
could move in that direction as well.

Young said he wasn’t surprised when American
Medical Response pulled their offer to provide service
Wednesday.

“People are saying it was things the board said, but
my from my standpoint (their proposal) didn’t have
the right demographics and numbers of Lee Coun-
ty and our payor mix,,” Young said. “They did their
homework, but I question that, knowing the numbers
we have here - it would have been a tough sell”

The investor group was eerily quiet during public
committee and board of supervisors meetings over
the past three weeks, declining to make any comments
during the meetings, nor responding to requests for
interviews.

“We were never trying to hide anything. We just
were trying to get ourselves together,” he said.
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Absentee
mail-in
deadline
June 2

LEE COUNTY - Lee
County Auditor Denise
Fraise announced that the
deadline for pre-registra-
tion and mailing absentee
ballots for the June 2,
2020 Primary Election is
Friday, May 22, 2020 at
5:00 p.m.

Voters may obtain a
Voter Registration Form
by logging onto the Iowa
Secretary of State’s website
WWW.S0S.iowa.gov or you
can register online at the
same web address.

Absentee Ballot Re-
quest Forms may also be
obtained on the Secretary
of State’s website or by
contacting the Auditor’s
Office at 319-372-3705.
You must declare a Polit-
ical Party on the request
form for this election.

Tired of the
same old
results from
your
advertising?

Call Lee Today!
(319)371.4125
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