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PODS WORK AT CENTRAL LEE

DISTANCE LEARNING:  More than a dozen property owners give up space for students

Coronavirus 
blocks 2020 
Tri-State Rodeo

TRI-STATE RODEO

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – With the state of Iowa now reporting 
more than 1 in 10 people tested for coronavirus are positive, 
a clever move to create safer learning in classrooms is hold-
ing up well at Central Lee.

When the Iowa Department of Education required a 
Return to Learn plan from all public and private schools in 
the state in July, Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier and the 
administrators in the district came up with a unique strate-
gy for the K-8 students.

The district reached out to community stakeholders to 
find remote pod locations to hold elementary classes. That 
move put students in more than a dozen locations around 
Montrose and Donnellson, creating valuable social distanc-
ing space for students.

As of Sunday morning, Lee County’s positivity percentage 
was 18.1%. According to DOE protocols, districts with rates 
higher than 15% combined with an absentee rate of at least 
10% for staff and students not enrolled in online-learning, 
can request of waiver from the state to go to strictly online 

POLLMILLER
Conservation group meets playground fundraising goal

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – The Three Rivers 
Conservation Foundation is proud to 
announce it received a Small Match 
Grant from the Wellmark Foundation. 
The funds secured from this grant help 
the foundation reach its fundraising 

goal for the Pollmiller project. Lee 
County Conservation and Three Rivers 
Conservation Foundation plans to have 
the playground installed by next spring.

“This will be a great new addition for 
Pollmiller Park. With the recent camp-
ground improve-

ments and other enhancement projects, 
the number of people visiting Pollmiller 
is increasing. The new playground will 
help improve the visitor experience and 
encourage more families to get outside 
and enjoy the great outdoors. We ap-

BY PCC STAFF

(The following is a release from the 
Tri-State Rodeo committee on Friday 
afternoon. Officials declined to comment 
on the story Friday to gather more details 
on the impact of the cancellation.)

FORT MADISON - The 
health and safety of the 
Tri-State Rodeo’s patrons, 
volunteers, performers, 
and our community is 
the single most important 
thing to us. Since we first 
began evaluating and im-
plementing protective measures against 
the COVID-19 pandemic, our home 
county has seen a significant increase in 
the rate of COVID positive cases. Upon 
thorough review of the most recent data 
available and careful consideration of 
the community’s input, we have made 
the unfortunate but ultimately necessary 
decision to cancel the 2020 Tri-State 
Rodeo. We genuinely believe this to be 
the safest and most responsible course 
of action. We understand that this will 
doubtlessly be a disappointment to 
many, but we are also confident that 
everyone will recognize that our high-
est priority always is the well-being of 
everyone involved.Rest assured, the Tri-
State Rodeo will be back in 2021 bigger, 
better, and more thrilling than ever! 
For those who have already purchased 
tickets, please be patient. As soon as 
determine how to most efficiently issue 
timely refunds to our loyal patrons, we 
will be emailing all ticket holders as 
well as posting information regarding 
refunds on all our social networks and 
on our website.

For any other announcements please 
make sure to check our website www.
tristaterodeo.org or by following us on 
Facebook and Instagram both @fmtri-
staterodeo.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Central Lee Elementary Principal Heather Fuger gives an elbow tap to students in Montrose Wednesday 
afternoon after delivering meals to the pod.

See PODS, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 31 Aug ................................................................Overcast, 82º F/ 61º F
TUE 01 Sep ...........................................................................Rain, 81º F/ 61º F
WED 02 Sep ...............................................................Overcast, 85º F/ 67º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 08/26 .................5 16 22 24 31, Star Ball: 9, All Star Bonus: 5
LUCKY FOR LIFE 08/27 ............................................... 7 8 12 21 36, Lucky Ball: 4
MEGA MILLIONS 08/28 ........................3 9 50 53 64, Mega Ball: 1 Megaplier: 3
PICK 3 08/26, 08/27, 08/28 MIDDAY......................................5 7 7, 2 5 7, 6 0 7
PICK 3 08/26, 08/27, 08/28 EVENING ..................................3 2 8, 4 6 3, 2 4 6
PICK 4 08/26, 08/27, 08/28 MIDDAY ............................7 6 1 6, 6 2 3 5, 4 5 3 7
PICK 4 08/26, 08/27, 08/28 EVENING ....................... 8 0 6 3, 8 3 7 3, 0 5 2 8
POWERBALL 08/26 .............................8 12 19 47 58, Powerball: 2, Power Play: 2

JOHNSON

Committee holds late Friday 
meeting before cancelling

See PARK, page 8
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your
community
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Ronald Eugene Carr, 79, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 7:35 a.m. Sun-
day, August 23, 2020, at Great River Hospice House in West Burlington, Iowa.

He was born on August 13, 1941, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Russell 
Eugene and Nina Fern (Zimmerman) Carr. On July 16, 1966, he 
married Janie Kempker in Fort Madison, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Janie of West Point; two daughters: 
Mindy (Jason) Mohrfeld of Ankeny, Iowa and Julie (Nathan) 
Lemley of Waterloo, Iowa; six grandchildren: Taylor, Kaitlyn, 
Zachary, Jacob, Aidan and Elijah and one 
sister: Linda Thye of Fort Madison, Iowa. Also 
surviving are several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents 
and one sister.

Ron served in the United States Navy for four years 
during Vietnam. He retired as a conductor from the Santa Fe Railroad after 
forty-three years. He loved fishing and taking trips to Minnesota.

His body has been in trusted to Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation.
A memorial service will be at a later date.
A memorial has been established in his memory for West Point Fire and 

Rescue and can be mailed to the family at: Janie Carr, 811 Avenue C, West 
Point, Iowa 52656 or Schmitz Funeral Home, P.O. Box 22, West Point, Iowa 
52656.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuner-
alhomes.com.

RONALD E. CARR

CARR

Robert Joseph Morrison, 81, of rural Montrose, IA, passed away at his home at 1:20 
p.m. Wednesday, August 26, 2020.  He was born December 28, 1938 in Morning Sun, 
IA, the son of Robert Emmett & Lela Mae Beck Morrison.  He married Patricia L. Mef-

ford on April 23, 1960 in Burlington, IA.
He worked for J.I. Case Company in the assembly repair department 

for 29 years, retiring in 1992.
He is survived by his wife, Patricia, and two children, Theresa (Ker-

ry) Kitterman of Selma, IA, and William Lee (Jodi) Morrison of Mount 
Pleasant.  Also surviving are his nephews, Bobby Garland and Larry 
Garland, and niece, Judy Lanferman; 4 grandchildren, Michael Morrison, 
Kayla (Wayne) Pendell, Lindsey Morrison, and Addison Morrison, all of 
Mount Pleasant; and one great grandson, Carter Morrison-Swenka, of 

Mount Pleasant.  He was preceded in death by a son, Joseph Alan Morrison, two sisters, 
Betty Mae Morrison & Nancy Rose Garland, one brother-in-law, Stephen Garland, one 
uncle, Joseph Beck, and one aunt, Mrs. LeRoy (Lillian Beck) Pinegar.

Early in their marriage, Bob and a friend, Terry Raines, used to go to gun shows in 
Aledo, Peoria, and other areas.  Then, years later, Bob & Pat enjoyed traveling to vari-
ous places in the US and joined the Skiowans and spent several winters downhill skiing 
in Wisconsin, Colorado and Nevada.  Bob enjoyed cannons and had several with one 
being a full sized King Howitzer which was part of the Wedding of the Wine and Cheese 
Festival in Nauvoo, IL.  He has been a member of the Shooting Club near Montrose for 
some years.  He was an avid flyer and had a runway strip and planes at the home in Hen-
ry County.  Later he got into sailing on the Mississippi River and was a member of the 
Old Fort Yacht Club in Fort Madison.  He enjoyed racing and received several trophies 
over the years.  Later he became interested in antique wooden boats and Bob and Pat ac-
quired a 1956 Milo Craft boat which they named “Lets Dance”.  They became members 
of the Antique and Classic Boat Association and exhibited the boat in several events, 
including the show at Fondalac, Lake Geneva, WI.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Friday, August 28, 2020 with the family to receive 
friends from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Friday evening at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cremato-
ry.  Bob will be cremated following the visitation and a memorial service will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 29, 2020 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with 
Rev. Pete Hagglund officiating.  A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Satur-
day afternoon at Oakland Mills Cemetery in Oakland Mills, IA.  A memorial has been 
established for Fort Madison Community Hospital Hospice or the American Parkinson 
Disease Association.  Online condolences to Bob’s family may be left at www.kinglynk.
com.

ROBERT J. MORRISON

MORRISON

OBITUARIES

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.
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@pencitycurrent
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BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – Despite state offi-
cials saying drop boxes were not going 
to be allowed for returning voted bal-

lots, Lee County Auditor 
Denise Fraise said this 
week that the Auditor’s 
Office will continue 
providing drop boxes at 
both locations for voter’s 
convenience.

Fraise said at a train-
ing session last week provided by the 
Iowa Secretary of State’s Office, audi-
tors were informed that drop boxes 
were not allowed for returning voted 
ballots.

“Everyone on the training was 
surprised by this since we used them 
during the Primary Election,” Fraise 
said.

“I at once reached out to County 
Attorney Ross Braden for his interpre-
tation of the Iowa Code section that 
pertains to returning voted ballots.”

Braden issued the following state-
ment in response to Fraise’s request.

“I have reviewed the information 
provided to me and the limited avail-

able literature on the subject. I have 
reached out to the (Attorney General’s) 
office and spoke with Mike Bennett 
regarding the specific question of 
whether Ballot Drop Boxes can be 
considered an extension of the Au-
ditor’s office per the requirements of 
Iowa Code Section 53.17. The guid-
ance offered is that an appropriate legal 
interpretation is that a drop box that 
is located at the same building as the 
Auditor’s office (and not some remote 
location) would meet the legal stan-
dards required by Section 53.17 of the 
Iowa Code. It is also advisable to keep 
those drop boxes as secure as possi-
ble to include video surveillance and 
frequent emptying.”

Fraise said the boxes help voters stay 
safe while exercising their right to vote.

“I am responsible to the voters of 
Lee County. These drop boxes were 
purchased with taxpayer money for 
convenience to voters and to have an-
other way for voters to stay safe while 
exercising their right to vote.”

Drop boxes are available at two 
locations in Lee County. In Fort Mad-
ison, it is located behind the County 
Administrative Building in the alley. 
In Keokuk, there is a drop box located 
on Blondeau Street next to the Court-
house.

Questions can be answered by call-
ing 319-372-3705 or email dfraise@
leecounty.org.
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Fraise says county will keep voter boxes 
DROP BOXES

FRAISE

Code says boxes can 
stay if they are part of 
the county buildings

OBITUARIES

Lasca E. Yerington, 90, of Fort Madison, Iowa, went home to be with the Lord at 12:26 
a.m. Wednesday, August 26, 2020, at Montrose Health Center in Montrose, Iowa.

She was born on May 13, 1930 in Hillsboro, Iowa, the daughter of Isaac and Opal 
(Shoemaker) McCracken. She grew up in Bonaparte and Farmington, 
Iowa. She married Willard Courtney, who became a minister.

She and her husband attended Tennessee Temple College in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee. Together, they had four children. Lasca started a home 
based business of making and selling fur animals that looked like the 
natural animal, as she had to stay at home with her husband. Willard had 
Parkinson’s so bad and someone had to be with him at all times. She also 
helped others file claims that worked at the Iowa Army Ordinance Plant. 
Willard passed away and in 1995 she married Rev. Donald Yerington. 

They moved to Memphis, Missouri on a small farm where she continued making her 
animals. She retired in 2000 when she and her husband’s health failed.

Survivors include one daughter: Kathleen Walters or Orion, Illlinois; two sons: Dr. 
David Courtney of Nauvoo, Illinois and Dr. Rick (Debbie) Courtney of Fort Madison, 
Iowa; four step-children: Greg (Becky) Yerington, Jeff (Jayra) Yerington, Lynette (Gary) 
Hughes and Barbara (David) Reid; seven grandchildren: Lt. Co. Sarah (Danny) Santoro, 
Rachel (Jeff) Lamb, Micah Walters, Megan Walters, Katie Courtney, Becca Courtney 
and Abby Courtney; ten step-grandchildren; two sisters: Paula Graham of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa and Lueene McCracken of Florence, Oregon. Also surviving are several nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husbands; one son: William F. “Bill” Courtney; one 
daughter-in-law: Sandy Courtney; three sisters: Milleta Collins, Rue Johnson and Lona 
Anders; four brothers: Dr. David McCracken, Lonzo McCracken, Don McCracken. and 
Harvey McCracken.

Family will receive friends from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday, August 31, 2020, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in Farmington, Iowa. 

A Funeral Service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Monday, August 31, 2020, at Schmitz Fu-
neral Home in Farmington with Pastor Dean Graber officiating.

Those attending are encouraged to wear a mask and are required to social distance.
Burial will be at Greenglade Cemetery, Farmington, Iowa.
A memorial has been established in her memory for First Baptist Church in Fort 

Madison.
Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements. On-

line condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

LASCA E. YERINGTON

YERINGTON
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BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort 
Madison Head Coach Derek 
Doherty could point to a 
number of key plays in Fri-
day’s seasoning opening 23-8 
win over West Burlington/
Notre Dame, but it may have 
been a punt that set the stage 
for the win.

With Fort Madison pinned 
down on their first posses-
sion of the game on 4th and 
5 from their own 33, Xander 
Wellman let go with a 58-
yard punt that spiraled up 
and over the Falcons’ deep 
returners and pinned the 
visitors at their own 9.

The Hound defense would 
hold West Burlington to a 4 
and out, before Fort Madison 
would get on the board first 
when a 10-play drive took 
the Hounds to the Falcon 
11. Senior quarterback Will 
Larson would miss Calem 
Maclearn in the endzone on 
3rd and goal, but Wellman 
would clean things up with 
a field goal for a 3-0 Fort 
Madison lead.

The Hounds would again 

hold the 
Falcons with-
out a first 
down forcing 
a punt. 
Junior Jakob 
McGowan 
would take 
the first 
hand off for 
four yards, 
before 
junior Tate 
Johnson 
just missed 
a 40-yard 
TD reception when he 
stepped out at the 14.

Two plays later Larson 
would reward Johnson 
with a 14-yard TD strike 
to get the Hounds up 10-0. 
Johnson would finish with 63 
yards and two TDs for Fort 
Madison.

Johnson said he and 
Larson had success in the 
preseason and that spilled 
over into the opener.

“We work a lot of in 
practice. We expected to 
come into this game and 
win obviously. But we didn’t 
take them lightly. There a 
good team, we just wanted to 
come out and compete with 

them,” Johnson said.
The score would hold 

at 10-0 through the first 
half, despite a 11-play drive 
spearheaded by Falcon soph-
omore quarterback Hayden 
Vandenberg. Vandenberg 
went 4-5 for 42 yards starting 
at their own 19, and Travon 
Donaldson picked up 20 on 
a 2nd and 9 at the 50 to put 
West Burlington in scoring 
position with time ticking 
away in the half.

But junior Gavin Wiseman 
would step in front of Van-
denberg’s pass on 4th and 9 
at the 19 to kill the drive and 
end the half.

The Falcons would cough 
it up on the first play from 
scrimmage in the third quar-
ter, and senior Ethan Deacon 
would pounce on it, his sec-
ond fumble recovery of the 
night, to put the Hounds in 
good shape at West Burling-
ton’s 28.

Larson and Johnson would 
hook up again on 3rd and 
11 and Johnson would get 
taken out at the 1 setting up 
a Larson plunge just off the 
center’s left side for a 17-0 
advantage.

Both teams would go four 

and out before Larson would 
pick off a Vandenberg pass at 
the West Burlington 49. With 
Larson cramping up after the 
play, Landes Williams would 
take over behind center and 
lead the Hounds 9 plays and 
find Johnson again on the 
left side of the endzone for a 
sliding TD catch and a 23-0 
lead.

The Falcons would get 
all the way to Bloodhound 
2 on the next drive, but a 
unsportsmanlike penalty 
pushed them back to the 17 
and Fort Madison was able 
to stop the Falcons on 4th 
and 2.

West Burlington would 
eventually score in the fourth 
period on a Johnson 1-yard 
plunge, but the Hounds 
would run out the clock for 
the win.

Larson went 15-24 for 228 
yards, 1 TD and an intercep-
tion. Williams was 2 of 5 for 
23 yards and a touchdown. 
Williams and Larson each 
had 27 yards on the ground 
to lead Fort Madison.

Tanner Settles led the 
Hounds on defense with 
eight tackles, four solo. 
Austin Ensminger had five 
tackles, two solo and Keaton 
Poe had the only Hound sack 
on the night.

Fort Madison’s KeatLar-
son said Fort Madison was 
able to take advantage of the 
Falcon’s blitz packages.

“We just were able to find 
receivers open. They’re a blitz 
heavy team and they like a 
big box, so we just spread 
them out,” Larson said.

Doherty said he was 
pleased with how Johnson 
worked in the secondary 
with both quarterbacks.

“We know what their 
capable of and their capable 
of doing some really great 
things,” he said.

But he said the running 
game still hasn’t blossomed. 
Jakob McGowan couldn’t get 
much headway with a beefy 
Falcon front four.

“Jacob runs hard but is 
still a bit immature in the 
run game and a year away 

from something great. He 
tends to try and bounce 
when he needs to put his 
foot down and drive, but 
he’ll fix it.”

The Hounds were able to 
control the larger Falcon 
lineman from the get go.

“We’re athletic up front. 
We know we’re strong and 
our kids in the weight room 
do phenomenal things. We 
may not be tipping the scales 
at a high number, but our 
kids are forceful and they can 
move really well,” Doherty 
said.

Lineman Ethan Deacon, 
a senior who plays on both 
sides of the ball, said double 
teams were key to helping 
the Hound stretch things 
out.

“We run a lot of double 
teams in our offense. When 
we did that we just had our 
guys synch down and we 
were able to really overpower 
’em,” Deacon said.

The Hounds take there 
1-0 mark to Centerville on 
Friday.
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Pothitakis Dentistry
Now Taking Appointments

Dr. Stephanie Heyland is taking appointments at our Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison

319-372-4882

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

Larson, Johnson shine in Hounds’ season opener

Bloodhound junior Jakob McGowan tries to get outside of Carson 
Chiprez (8) in Friday’s 23-8 Fort Madison win over West Burlington/
Notre Dame. The Hounds are scheduled to take on Centerville Friday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

JOHNSON

LARSON

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Pekin bottles up Betker on final play for win over Hawks
BY JOHN 

BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

DONNELLSON – Chuck Banks paced the Central Lee 
sideline, telling his team the same message over and over.

Bend, he would say. Don’t break.
He had that same message after Friday’s 37-31 loss to 

Pekin — bend with this defeat, but don’t let it break you.
In a season in which every team will make the playoffs, 

this loss would still hurt, Banks said. But put that away as 
soon as possible, because there was a full season ahead.

Still, Banks said, he understood the pain.
“As an old-school coach, there’s one thing about life in 

general,” he said. “The one thing I hate more than any-
thing is losing. It is what it is, right? Our kids are going to 
be able to battle back. They’re strong kids.”

The Hawks fell inches short. Jaedon Betker was stopped 
on a run inside the 1-yard line as time ran out, ending 
what looked to be an impressive final drive.

Central Lee had two fourth-down conversions, the sec-
ond one coming on a Betker 4-yard run on fourth-and-1 
from the Pekin 5. Out of timeouts, the Hawks were able to 
spike the ball to run one final play.

It was Betker up the middle, but he fell just short.
“At the end of the day, you hate to lose,” Banks said. “But 

we competed. That’s a heck of a Pekin team.”
Pekin had 454 yards of offense, all but four on the 

ground. Michael Jones rushed for 220 yards and Mason 
Juhl had 164.

It was Juhl who provided the two crushing touchdowns. 
He scored on a 10-yard run with under five minutes to 
play. Then, after Pekin recovered an onside kick, the Pan-
thers drove for the eventual game-winner, a 15-yard run 
by Juhl with 1:50 left.

The Hawks struck to open the game when Kade Myhre 
returned an interception 40 yards for a touchdown on 
the opening series. It was one of three touchdowns for 
Myhre, who also caught a 20-yard touchdown pass from 
Dylan Stuecker in the third quarter and a 14-yarder in the 
fourth.

Central Lee lost quarterback Mason Schau to an injury 
in the first quarter, but Stuecker took over for the rest of 
the game and threw for 270 yards.

“We got a lot of momentum (from the Myhre inter-
ception), but it hurt when Mason went out,” Banks said. 
“Dylan came in and played well. We have two great senior 
leaders at that spot.”

The Hawks play Van Buren next Friday.
“I know we’ll be ready,” Banks said.

At left, FMHS junior Tate 
Johnson (13) slides into the 
endzone after hauling a TD 
pass from Landes Williams 
to give Fort Madison a 23-0 
lead in the second half. At 
right, Keaton Poe (hidden) 
breaks up a past intended for 
the Falcons’ Anthony Hoff-
man in the endzone.

Offense/Defense

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to Bidders

Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources

Sealed bids will be 
received by the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources by email, at 
procurement@dnr.iowa.
gov until 11:00 am, Sep-
tember 17, 2020 for the 
public improvement proj-
ects listed below, at which 
time they will be opened 
publicly. In an effort to 
mitigate the spread and 
effects of the COVID-19, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources will ONLY be 
accepting proposals sub-
mitted via email for these 
projects. No bids shall be 
accepted by FAX, mail or 
hand-delivery. After the 
bid opening, information 
concerning bid results 
may be obtained by 
visiting the Department’s 
website at www.iowadnr.
gov.

Note: The bid opening 
for this project will be 
held by conference call 
only.  No facilities will be 
available for an in-per-
son meeting.  Interested 
parties may call in to the 
following number to listen 
to the bid opening:

Conference call num-
ber: +1 (650) 779-0249

PIN: 733 360 382#
In order to improve 

sound quality, please 
mute your phone by 
pressing *6.  If you have 
questions, you can 
unmute your phone by 
pressing *6.

While bids are due by 
11:00 am CST on Sep-
tember 17, 2020, the bid 
opening teleconference 

will not begin until 11:15 
am to allow staff ample 
time to print bids before 
reading them aloud.

Project documents, 
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms, 
and addenda items for the 
project are available at 
Beeline and Blue, at 2507 
Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines 
IA 50312. Please visit 
www.beelineandblue.com 
or contact (515) 244-1611 
for more information. 
Alternatively, Bid Docu-
ments can be viewed or 
printed online at https://
programs.iowadnr.gov/
engreal/projectlist.asp

The Department shall 
comply with all public im-
provement procurement 
laws, as outlined in the 
plans and specifications 
and including but not limit-
ed to: Iowa Code chap-
ter 26 related to public 
construction bidding; Iowa 
Code chapter 73 relat-
ed to preferences; Iowa 
Code chapter 573 related 
to labor and materials 
on public improvements; 
rules promulgated by the 
Department of Adminis-
trative Services – General 
Services Enterprise as 
they may apply; rules 
promulgated by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources and the Natural 
Resources Commission, 
as they may apply; and 
any federal statutes, rules 
and/or executive orders 
that may be associated 
depending on funding 
sources. Bidders shall 
comply with these laws 
to be considered and are 
encouraged to be familiar 
with public improvement 
procurement require-

ments and the bidding 
documents before submit-
ting a bid.

Each bidder shall 
accompany the bid with 
a scanned copy of the 
bid security as defined in 
Iowa code section 26.8. 
Additionally, bid securities 
in the form of a certified 
check, cashier’s check, 
or money order must also 
be mailed to the De-
partment at the Wallace 
State Office Building, 
502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, IA 50319. The 
bid security must be in an 
amount set forth in the 
bidding documents and 
made payable to the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Failure to 
execute a contract for the 
proposed work and file an 
acceptable Performance 
Bond in an amount equal 
to 100% of the contract 
price and a certificate of 
liability insurance within 
thirty (30) days of the 
date of the award of the 
contract will be just and 
sufficient cause for the 
rescinding of the award 
and the forfeiture of the 
bid security. 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
PROJECT

NO. 20-06-89-03
 
Lacey-Keosauqua State 

Park
Hail Damage Repair
Proposal Guarantee: 

$12,500.00
Completion Date: 

04/30/2021
Bid Letting Date: 

09/17/2020
Project Description:
Severe hail damage to 

roofs, gutters, and siding, 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Project No. 
L-21-L-2-73-56

1. Sealed bids will 
be received by the Lee 
County Auditor at her 
office in Fort Madison, 
Iowa until 10:00 a.m. 
on September 16, 2020 
for the various items of 
construction work listed 
below.

2. A Certified check, 
made payable to the 
County, or a Cashier’s 
check, made payable 
to either the County or 
to the contractor drawn 
upon a solvent bank or 
a bid bond, shall be filed 
with each proposal in 
an amount as set forth 
in the proposal form. 
Cashier’s check, made 
payable to the contractor, 
shall contain an unqual-
ified endorsement to 
the County signed by 

the contractor or his/her 
authorized agent. Failure 
to execute a contract and 
file an acceptable bond 
and certificate of insur-
ance within 30 days of the 
date of the approval for 
awarding of the contract, 
as herein provided, will be 
just and sufficient cause 
for the denial of the award 
and the forfeiture of the 
proposal guarantee.

3. Plans, specifica-
tions and proposal forms 
for the work may be seen 
and may be secured at 
the office of the County 
Engineer.

4. All proposals 
must be filed on the forms 
furnished by the Coun-
ty, sealed and plainly 
marked. Proposals con-
taining any reservations 
not provided for in the 
forms furnished may be 
rejected, and the County 
Board reserves the right 
to waive technicalities and 

to reject any or all bids.
5. Attention of 

bidders is directed to the 
Special Provisions cov-
ering the qualifications of 
bidders and subletting or 
assigning of the contract.

6. As a condition 
precedent to being fur-
nished proposal forms, a 
prospective bidder must 
be on the current Iowa 
Department of Trans-
portation list of qualified 
bidders; except that this 
requirement will not apply 
when bids are received 
solely for materials, sup-
plies, or equipment.

7. Lee County shall 
issue sales tax exemp-
tion certificates through 
the Iowa Department of 
Revenue and Finance to 
the successful bidder and 
subcontractors to enable 
them to purchase qual-
ifying materials for the 
project free of sales tax.

Total Proposal Guaran-
ty is $25,000; 15 Working 
Days; Late Start Date: 
11/1/2020; $1,000/Day 
Liquidated Damages. 

STANDARD SPECIFI-
CATIONS OF THE IDOT, 
SERIES 2015, AND 
CURRENT GENERAL 
SUPPLEMENTAL SPEC-
IFICATIONS GS-15010, 
FOR HIGHWAY AND 
BRIDGE CONSTRUC-
TION, APRIL 21, 2021 
SHALL APPLY, 

Approved by the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-

sors on 08/18/2020
Nikki D. Sugars, Lee 

County Deputy Auditor
Denise Fraise, Lee 

County Auditor
Lee County, in accor-

dance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. 
2000d-2000d-4 and 
Title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Department 
of Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office of the Secretary, 
Part 21, Nondiscrimina-
tion in Federally assisted 
programs of the Depart-

ment of Transportation 
issued pursuant to such 
Act, hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affir-
matively insure that in 
any contract entered into 
pursuant to this adver-
tisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be 
afforded full opportunity to 
submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability in con-
sideration for an award.

D 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Project No. L-21-L-2-73-56 

1. Sealed bids will be received by the Lee County Auditor at her office in Fort Madison, Iowa until 10:00 a.m. on
September 16, 2020 for the various items of construction work listed below.

2. A Certified check, made payable to the County, or a Cashier's check, made payable to either the County or to
the contractor drawn upon a solvent bank or a bid bond, shall be filed with each proposal in an amount as set
forth in the proposal form. Cashier's check, made payable to the contractor, shall contain an unqualified
endorsement to the County signed by the contractor or his/her authorized agent. Failure to execute a contract
and file an acceptable bond and certificate of insurance within 30 days of the date of the approval for awarding
of the contract, as herein provided, will be just and sufficient cause for the denial of the award and the
forfeiture of the proposal guarantee.

3. Plans, specifications and proposal forms for the work may be seen and may be secured at the office of the
County Engineer.

4. All proposals must be filed on the forms furnished by the County, sealed and plainly marked. Proposals
containing any reservations not provided for in the forms furnished may be rejected, and the County Board
reserves the right to waive technicalities and to reject any or all bids.

5. Attention of bidders is directed to the Special Provisions covering the qualifications of bidders and subletting or
assigning of the contract.

6. As a condition precedent to being furnished proposal forms, a prospective bidder must be on the current Iowa
Department of Transportation list of qualified bidders; except that this requirement will not apply when bids are 
received solely for materials, supplies, or equipment.

7. Lee County shall issue sales tax exemption certificates through the Iowa Department of Revenue and Finance
to the successful bidder and subcontractors to enable them to purchase qualifying materials for the project free
of sales tax.

. ti escrip· on o fP ropose or : an 11za on: d W k B k Stab T ti 
Bank Shaping LS 1.00 
Revetment, Class E TON 5000 
Mobilization LS 1.00 
Clearing Only ACRE 0.3 
Stabilizing Crop - Seeding and Fertilizing ACRE 0.3 

Total Proposal Guaranty is $25,000; 15 Working Days; Late Start Date: 11/1/2020; $1,000/Day Liquidated Damages. 

STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS OF THE IDOT, SERIES 2015, AND CURRENT GENERAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
SPECIFICATIONS GS-15010, FOR HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION, APRIL 21, 2021 SHALL APPLY, 

Approved by the Lee County Board of Supervisors on 08/18/2020 

t/14-. JJb-- . -<Dr-4 � By:Denise Fraise,ee�untyAuditor 

Lee County, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. 2000d-2000d-4 and 
Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, 
Nondiscrimination in Federally assisted programs of the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, 
hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this 
advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in consideration 
for an award. 

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
mailto:procurement@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:procurement@dnr.iowa.gov
http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.beelineandblue.com
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
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Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # PRO00009935

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $30.29/hr. plus
built in shift OT) and a

Comprehensive Benefits 
Package

General Operators work
a 12-hour rotating schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers
Under Search Jobs: Enter 

job #PRO00009935 or refine 
your search by City (Fort 

Madison)
for information and

requirements

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has positions available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant 
and a Full-Time Hygienist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

General
Manager

The Great River Regional 
Waste Authority Commission 
is accepting Applications and 
resumes for the position of 
General Manager.

This position manages a 
MSW landfill, Recycling Cen-
ter, Transfer Station, House-
hold hazardous Regional 
Collection center, and all oth-
er programs for GRRWA

Please contact Great River 
Regional Waste Authority at 
319-372-6140 for applica-
tions.

Resumes and applications 
will be received until 4:00p.m. 
September 14th, 2020.

Applications and resumes 
can be e-mailed to whamm@
grrwa.com.

CLICK HERE
TO PLACE 

YOUR AD NOW

HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

to various buildings, has 
occurred at Lacey Keo-
sauqua State Park.  This 
project will repair that 
damage with new roofs, 
siding and gutters to bring 
the structures back to 
their original look.

POTTAWATTAMIE 
COUNTY PROJECT

NO. 20-04-78-04
 
Lake Manawa State 

Park
Day-Use Security Gates
Proposal Guarantee: 

$12,500.00
Completion Date: 

04/30/2021
Bid Letting Date: 

09/17/2020
Project Description:
This Project will install 

six (6) new security gates 
at three locations within 
Lake Manawa State Park.  
These gates will keep 
people out of the Park 
while closed and allow 
free access to the Park 
during operational hours.

DICKINSON COUNTY 
PROJECT

NO. 21-01-30-01
Spirit Lake Fish Hatch-

ery
Update for RAS
Proposal Guarantee: 

$50,000.00

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

Tue, Sep 1, 2020
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

(CDT) 
AGENDA

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/132984773 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 (646) 
749-3122 

Access Code: 132-984-
773

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
If you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 
microphone muted to 
cut down on background 

noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 

Claims 
Consider Approval of 

Resolution Requesting 
Reimbursement from 
Iowa CARES Act

Consider Approval of 
Contract with Mohrfeld 
Electric for Jail Cameras

Personnel:
A. Transfer from Part-

time to Full-time (5)-Sher-

iff s Office
B. New Hire-Temporary 

Election Clerk
Commission or Com-

mittee Reports
Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator

319-372-3705 County 
Website:

www.leecounty.org

Completion Date: 
03/01/2021

Bid Letting Date: 
09/17/2020

Project Description:
The purpose of this 

contract is to upgrade 
the existing Recirculat-
ing Aquaculture System 
(RAS).

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.conagrabrands.com/careers
http://www.dupont.com/careers
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
mailto:whamm@grrwa.com
mailto:whamm@grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/132984773
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/132984773
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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From the Front

learning.
Central Lee Elementary 

Principal Heather Fuger 
gives an elbow tap to students in Montrose Wednesday afternoon after delivering 
meals to the pod

No school in the district has announced they are seeking that waiver as of Friday.
Central Lee Elementary principal Heather Fuger said the move has been received 

extremely well by parents and the community.
She said when the district rolled out the pod-oriented elementary plan and went 

to mandated masks in classrooms, families felt safer putting their children back in 
classrooms.

“Our survey data over the summer had showed us that parents were ready to 
come back to school,” Fuger said. “But what we’re hearing from people is that went 
we rolled out this program and went to mandated masks they were more comfort-
able coming back.”

She said now the district is under 10%, or about 100 students, taking the on-line-
only option for learning during the COVID-19 outbreak.

Students started class on Monday and finished their first full week on Friday 
without any early dismissals. Fuger said each day was smoother than the previous 
one.

“Every day has gotten better. Every day is smoother. We did all the planning we 
could do and until we actually did it, we really didn’t know how well it was going to 
work,” she said.

With classes in community centers, churches, and business spaces, the only ask 
was for the district to cover utilities. But in many of the locations the property 
owners are not asking for any compensation.

One church even installed some window air conditioners for student comfort.
“The community absolutely came out to support our kids, asking ‘what can we 

do, how we can help’,” Fuger said.
The Montrose Riverfront has the largest class with 26 4th grade students, but the 

venue provides a unique historical setting and a dynamic view of the Mississippi 
River.

Fuger said 4th grade teacher Steve Finney has used the opportunity to include a 
segment on Montrose history in his lesson plan.

“He’s decided because he’s connected to such a historical area with a museum 
nearby, he’s going to do a whole unit on Montrose history, because he said why not 
take advantage of this and the river,” Fuger said.

Logistically, the transition has been very smooth including transportation and 
meal changes.

Families were given a choice to either bring their children to the pods or go to 
the school and be shuttled around to the pods.

Meals are then delivered by district staff to the pods, with one van going through 
Montrose and a separate staff delivering to Donnellson.

Students are at 10-foot banquet tables and spaced out to maintain the social 
distance requirements. They also wear masks all day in the classroom, unless they 
have an exemption for health reasons.

“We’re of course thinking this is temporary until data and conditions tell us oth-
erwise,” she said.

Curriculum Director Angie Fransk said the goal of the district’s professional 
development during the break was on keeping students at the same pace whether 
learning from home or in classrooms.

“With pods, it was a priority for us to make this as seamless as possible and easy 
on parents so kids are in the same place, and there is equitable access to good qual-
ity education,” Fransk said.

Fransk said she is unaware of any other district in Iowa using a similar remote 

site learning process.
“We were very intentional on that. Professional development prior to school for 

our teachers was all based on supporting that remote learning and online presence. 
We knew there could be a chance where we would go online at some point.”

Fuger said the district is also now more streamlined at the grade level than 
they’ve ever been.

“We’ve always been working towards it, but this actually kinda pushed us to that 
last little bit. Now, if a family chooses to come back to classroom learning because 
that’s what they need, we don’t want them to be behind or out of the loop,” Fuger 
said.

Fuger said she is planning to put out a message of thanks to the entire elementa-
ry district.

“It’s a message of complete admiration and thanks for our kids. Our kids have 
been amazing. They’re so patient, calm and excited, just to be back learning,” she 
said.

“And our teachers – their hearts are finally back to doing what they love to do. 
They’re rolling with the little changes and have a little less planning time because of 
the travel, but I’ve had zero teachers complaining.”

PODS - Continued from Page 1

New focus has streamlined learning at elementary

Central Lee administrators and volunteers deliver meals Wednesday 
to students in learning pods around Montrose. The district is teaching 
in 13 pods in Donnellson and Montrose during the current COVID-19 
outbreak.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

preciate everyone who has helped make this project a reality,” Nathan Unsworth, Lee 
County Conservation Director, said.

Three Rivers Conservation Foundation is a local non-profit that strives to help 
Lee County Conservation Board financially by supporting education programs and 
special projects. In 2019, the foundation launched the “Places to Play Campaign” to 
improve playgrounds at county parks. Pollmiller will be the first playground project 
completed through this effort.

For more information on this project or about the Three Rivers Conservation 
Foundation, please call the Lee County Conservation Office at 319-463-7673. Those 
interested in donating to Three Rivers Conservation Foundation can send donations 
to 2652 Hwy 61 Montrose, IA 52639.

PARK - Continued from Page 1

Three Rivers supports LCCB efforts

https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://completerentalfm.com/
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