
LOTTO AMERICA 01/11 ................... 1 21 25 30 34, Star Ball: 7, All Star Bonus: 3
PICK 3 01/11 MIDDAY ........................................................................................3 7 7
PICK 3 01/11 EVENING.....................................................................................3 5 6
PICK 4 01/11 MIDDAY .................................................................................... 5 1 0 2
PICK 4 01/11 EVENING ................................................................................ 3 9 3 8
POWERBALL 01/11 ...............................3 21 23 31 59, Powerball: 3, Power Play: 2
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FCC’s  rural 
broadband 
effort a good 
next step

Submitted article

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Community Hospital is 
closely monitoring the progression of influenza in the com-
munity. The Iowa Department of Public Health has declared 
the influenza virus as widespread for Southeast Iowa. There-
fore, the decision has been made to implement visitation 
restrictions in the FMCH Birthplace and postpartum suites.

Birthplace visitors are limited to Coach or significant other, 

immediate grandparents who do not display any flu like 
symptoms, and siblings that are 72 hours symptom free, to 
include: no fever, cough, diarrhea, vomiting, rash, or per-
sistent runny nose

This restriction will last until the time that the threat of 
increased exposure has passed. 

The staff of the Birthplace understands having a new baby 

OPINION
Thank You notes have 2020 started off on the right foot
“If you have one friend, you’re a 

wealthy person.” I don’t know where I 
heard this, I thought it was a famous 
quote, maybe from Shakespeare. But 
Googling it turned up nothing.

A few years back, I wrote a column 
about one of my readers who wrote a 
thank you note a day for nine months, 
and it changed her life. She read of the 
concept in a book about a guy who was 
on the verge of suicide. He wrote a thank 
you note a day for a year, and turned his 

life around.
This December, at the beginning of 

Advent, I struck upon the idea of writing 
a thank you note a day for the month of 
Advent. The period of Advent is the four 

Sundays preceding the birth of Jesus. It 
means, “Coming.” It’s a good time to be 
thankful.

Mind you, I’m not a note writer. My 
handwriting is terrible, just ask Ginnie, 
who has to decipher what that word is 
that I’ve put on the grocery list! People 
judge who you are by your handwriting. 
And if you’re a poor speller, like I am, 
well, the die is cast. If I can type some-
thing out, like I’m doing right now, I’m 

We’ve been keeping a close eye on 
what is happening with rural broadband 
service in Lee County.

We started reporting on it close to a year 
ago, when state legislators and economic 
development officials began barking that 
current Lee County maps were inaccurate 
and what is called “census block data” 
wasn’t providing a clear picture of the real 
service levels in our rural areas.

On Friday, the FCC firmed up a com-
mitment to put $20.4 billion, into a Rural 
Digital Opportunity fund to help address 
some of the issues facing poor broadband 
service in rural parts of America.

Our look into rural broadband has 
revealed a couple basic points. Number 
1, the current mapping system based on 
what’s called a Form 477, does not paint 
a clear picture of rural Internet service in 
America, specifically the tri-state area and 
Lee County. No. 2, we’re all going to pay to 
fund rural broadband improvements.

And we should. It’s an economic devel-
opment must, like natural gas, rail access, 
river access and other things that make 
this area an attractive location for business 
and industry looking for new locations.

The 477 form is based on information 
provided by Internet Service Providers 
that indicates a minimum level of service 
(minimum meaning a minimal level of 
download/upload speeds) in any particu-
lar polygonal census block.

But the punch there typically lies in the 
fact that one building, say a school, could 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

MEATLOAF MADNESS - Volunteers at the Moose Lodge in Fort Madison serve up meatloaf dinners as part of a “Best 
Meatloaf” contest Saturday evening. Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, FMHS Principal Greg Smith, Moose President Mike 
Richards, and Pen City Current editor Chuck Vandenberg judged 10 different entries. Monty Butler had the top dish.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap

IOWA LOTTERY

MON 13 Jan ...............................................................Clear, 37.8º F/ 35.5º F
TUE 14 Jan .........................................................Few Clouds, 39.2º F/ 31.1º F
WED 15 Jan .......................................................... Light Rain, 41.7º F/ 19.8º F

FMCH puts on restrictions at Birthplace
HEALTH NEWS BESIDE THE POINT

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See FLU, page 5

See INTERNET, page 3See SWARM, page 8
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JACKIE D. CARTER
Jackie “Jack” D. Carter, 73, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 7:55 p.m. on Satur-

day, January 11, 2020 at his home.  He was born on October 11, 1946 in Burlington, 
IA to Jack & Violet Loving Carter.  He married Sharon K. McIlmoil on January 29, 

1966 in Carthage, IL.  He was a mechanic at Stoyer Motors and was 
a truck driver for the City of Fort Madison for 35 years.  He was a 
member of the Fort Madison Moose Lodge, Eagles Club & the Past 
Time Club and was a former member of Vintage Rodders Street & 
Rod Club.  He enjoyed his cabin, boating and spending time with his 
family.  He was an avid Iowa Hawkeye fan & Pittsburgh Steelers fan.

Jack is survived by: his wife: Sharon Carter of Fort Madison, IA; 
2-sons: Gregory (Michelle) Carter of Rapid City, SD & Bradley Carter 

of Coralville, IA; 2-grandsons: Brandon (Jennifer) Carter of Mountain Home, ID & 
Tyler (Kelcy) Carter of Tucson, AZ; 5-great grandchildren: Elizabeth, Sierra, Jayce, 
Mason, Caroline & 1-on the way; 1-brother: Jimmy Carter of Marshalltown, IA; his 
dog lucky and many close friends whom he considered family.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 with the family to 
receive friends from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday evening at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory.  The funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
January 16, 2020 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  Burial will be held at 
Oakland Cemetery.  A memorial has been established in Jack’s memory.  Online 
condolences to Jack’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cremato-
ry website: www.kinglynk.com.

CARTER

KATHRYN A. WEMETTE
Kathryn Ann “Kathy” Wemette 77, of Keokuk, IA died Friday, January 10, 

2020 at UnityPoint Health-Keokuk.
She was born May 14, 1942 in Toledo, IA the daughter of Hugo and Helen 

Bernatz Joens.
Kathy graduated from Toledo Public High School with the 

Class of 1960, then furthered her education at the State College 
of Iowa (University of Northern Iowa) where she received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree.

On June 1, 1968 she was united in marriage to Thomas 
Wemette at St Patrick’s Church in Tama, Iowa. He preceded her 
in death on November 12, 2006.

She had been employed as a high school social history teacher before be-
coming a homemaker. Although she stopped teaching, she was a lifelong 
student of history and loved learning through experiences.

Kathy was a member of The Church of All Saints in Keokuk and was actively 
involved in the Religious Education and other church programs. She was also 
an active member of multiple Keokuk High School booster programs and was 
involved with fund raising and working sporting events. Those who attended 
Keokuk Football games during the 1990s would know Kathy as the “Keokuk 
Cart Lady” where she proudly sold Keokuk apparel. She served on the Lee 
County Historical Society Board for over twenty years, where she managed the 
Miller House and worked the annual Civil War reenactment. Kathy was always 
willing to volunteer, and participated in a Mother’s Study Club, Relay for Life, 
Girl Scouts, and Little Feathers. Kathy faithfully supported many community 
programs over several decades.

Throughout her life, Kathy enjoyed traveling nationwide. She never missed 
an opportunity to take off on an adventure with her beloved friend, Joyce 
Sapp. She also enjoyed watching sports and was an avid Iowa Hawkeye, Chi-
cago Cubs and Green Bay Packers fan. Friends and family knew her to be a bit 
competitive regarding sports and card games. Kathy adored her four grand-
children and was an enthusiastic fan of all their school and sport activities. 
She had a zest for life and filled each day with love, laughter, and memories to 
treasure.

She is survived by: one daughter, Nicole Nemecek (Bryan) of Keokuk, IA; 
one son, Mark Wemette (Jessica) of Fairfax, VA; four grandchildren, Thomas 
Nemecek, Zachary Nemecek, Lissa Nemecek, and Avery Kathryn Wemette; 
in-laws, Bob Wemette (Bev) of Alma, WS, Mary Strangstalien of Westby, WS, 
and Pat Daniel (Bruce) of Belvidere, IL; and many nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, one 
sister, Jerrie Kueny and many brothers and sisters-in-law.

A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, at The 
Church of All Saints with Reverend David Brownfield, Ph.D. officiating. Burial 
will be in the Hickory Grove Cemetery in Keokuk.

Visitation will be held after 3 p.m., Tuesday, with family meeting with 
friends from 6-8 p.m. at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk. A Christian 
Vigil will be held at 8:00 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Grand Theatre or The Church of All Saints.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com. 

WEMETTE

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized for Professional Excellence

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Firms included in the 2020 Edition of U.S. News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” are
recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients and 
peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in the United 
States. Achieving a tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law practice and 
breadth of legal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis has been named to The Best Lawyers in America 
every year since 2013.

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

have minimum-service, or better, and the ISPs report 
that “census block” which obviously includes more than 
just the school, has a certain level of service. But the 
home 1/4 mile down the road from the school may have 
reduced service or no service at all.

Under pressure from legislators, service providers and 
the public, the Federal Communication Commission 
created the Digital Opportunity Data Collection on 
Aug. 1 to help formulate a more accurate, or “granular” 
look at rural broadband access. The new rule from the 
FCC also creates a public input model to verify accu-
racy. The FCC said during commission hearings that 
Form 477 would still remain in use for now.

According to the FCC report of Aug. 1, the commis-
sion will limit the new data collection obligations to 
fixed broadband providers at present, and seek com-
ment on how best to incorporate mobile wireless cover-
age data into the Digital Opportunity Data Collection.

A second notice from the FCC in that report focuses 
on the data collection from satellite broadband services, 
as well as providing an avenue for specific homes and 
business that do not have broadband service at some 
level.

The commission in August directed the following 
groups, the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC), under the oversight of the Commission’s Office 
of Economics and Analytics (OEA), the Wireline Com-
petition Bureau (WCB), Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau (WTB), and the International Bureau (IB) to de-
velop a new portal to accept broadband coverage maps, 
called polygons from fixed providers, as well as public 
feedback on the accuracy of these broadband maps.

The public feedback, it seems, is going to be collected 
through a system called “crowdsourcing”.

The irony seems to be that ‘crowdsourcing” is usu-

ally done via the Internet. So that would mean rural 
homeowners would have to go somewhere else to access 
Internet service to alert the collection service as to their 
poor level of service.

Guess it’s back to restaurants and libraries for free 
wife access, but it may be worth doing. According to the 
report, the FCC has a consumer complaints division, 
and they are directing USAC to come up with a tracking 
method for inaccurate data.

The news is good. We’ve had conversations with ISP 
providers, economic development officials and legis-
lators and all have said this won’t be a quick fix. But 
because conversations are taking place, a bright light 
is being shined on the issue. Throughout history, that’s 
how progress has been made.

Providers say they can’t make sense of investing 
millions in fiber optic cable to connect every home in 
every county in their service areas. When you think of 
what the average homeowner pays for Internet service 
at their homes, and what it would cost to physically run 
rural cabling to catch homes that are sometimes miles 
apart, they have a point.

So they turn to the government to help subsidize the 
connections. Without the government’s help the market 
will determine when and if rural customers get better 
service. And that’s a bleak picture to be sure.

Getting your hands on a piece of the $20.4 billion 

will be left to the providers in what’s called a “reverse 
auction” where providers can show where they can best 
provide additional service for the least amount of mon-
ey. A timeline hasn’t been set on when that money can 
or will be disbursed.

But it’s big news for rural Iowans. Something’s being 
done. We hear stories of parents having to take their 
children into places like McDonald’s to do homework 
because almost all is done through laptops even at the 
youngest grade levels. Poor internet speeds, or no ser-
vice at all, handicaps those students and families.

That’s sad because we live in country where everyone 
has access to utilities in their homes. The Internet is 
essentially a utility and it won’t be long before it’s a legal 
utility that has to be provided to every citizen.

Governmental agencies, schools, emergency respond-
ers…. everyone is using the Internet and those that 
don’t have access are at a disadvantage.

A lot of the information coming out of the FCC is 
still being argued amongst commission members, but 
they’re arguing as the walk down the road and not dig-
ging their heals in.

It’s still going to take some time to connect all of 
America, it just gets more attention here in the rural 
areas, where people already feel left behind. The fact the 
wheels are turning, means energy toward that connec-
tion is being generated.

Speaking of the Internet at some point being classified 
as a consumer utility like gas and electric, newspapers 
of record need to be wary of that change because it’s 
doubtful governmental agencies will be required to pay 
for legal ads when everyone can access them online. 
Newspapers make hundreds of thousands of dollars 
off legal advertising…and they’re already bleeding ad 
revenue. But that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is the editor/co-owner of Pen City 
Current and can be reached at editor@pencitycurrent.
com.

New rural broadband efforts will still take time
INTERNET - Continued from Page 1

Tilden A. Bottger, 81 of Keokuk, died Sunday, January 12, 2020 at the Montebello 
Health Center in Hamilton, IL.

He was born on July 3, 1938 in Fairfield, IA the son of Cecil A. and Eulalia Mc-
Cabe Bottger. He was united in marriage to Duilio Cordoba in Cedar Rapids, IA. He 
survives.

He graduated from Keokuk High School with the Class of 1956.
Tilden was the owner and operator of Bottger Novelty in Keokuk.
He was a member of the Keokuk Yacht Club. He loved traveling throughout the 

world.
Besides his husband he is survived by one sister, Tracy Bottger of Keokuk.
Tilden was preceded in death by his parents.
There will be no service or visitation. Burial will take place in the Oakland Ceme-

tery in Keokuk at a later date.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.

OBITUARIES

TILDEN A. BOTTGER

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON 
– Holy Trinity had no 
answer for Central Lee’s 
Mya Merschman on 
Friday night.

The junior scored 35 
of the Lady Hawks 46 
points as Central Lee 
downed Holy Trinity 
46-25 Friday night at 
Central Lee.

When Merschman hit 
31 points an announce-
ment was made that 
she had eclipsed 1,000 
points in her three years 
playing for the Lady 
Hawks. A celebration is 
set for halftime of Tues-
day’s game against New 
London.

“I knew I was close 
but I didn’t know if I was 
going to get it tonight or 
not,” Merschman said. 
“But I really wanted to 
get there.”

The Central Lee girls 
school record is 1,589 
points, which seems 
quite a ways away, but 

Merschman said it’s 
something she’s shooting 
for.

She’s average of about 
26 points per outing 
with a season and half 
left, barring any setbacks 
she could get close.

Most of Merschman’s 
points came inside the 
lane as Holy Trinity 
couldn’t move with her 
regular two-step cross in 
the lane. She was 16-28 
from the field and went 
3-of-4 at the free throw 
line.

But she said her team-

mates are making things 
possible for her.

“The passes were really 
good tonight so that 
allowed me get me the 
points. My teammates 
have always helped me 
out a lot.”

Holy Trinity got 
behind early in the first 
quarter 6-0 before soph-
omore Kassi Randolph 
got the Crusaders on 
the board with a bucket 
underneath. It would 
be one of the few times 
HTC would score in 
the lane as Central Lee 

packed the defense at the 
blocks.

So HTC head coach 
Tony Johnson moved to 
a perimeter game, but 
the lid was on for sure as 
the Crusaders shot just 3 
of 11 in the first quar-
ter. A 3-ball by Ashlyn 
Haas at the buzzer cut 
the lead to 8-10, with 
Merschman scoring all 
Central Lee’s points.

The Lady Hawks 
wouldn’t get a bucket 
from any other play-
er until the 4:25 mark 
of the second period 

when Kaylynn Summers 
would score just outside 
the lane for an 18-10 
lead.

The shooting woes 
continued in the second 
quarter for HTC with 
the girls shooting just 
2 of 10. Hopper and 
Claire Pothitakis had the 
only Crusader scores as 
Central Lee pulled ahead 
22-12.

Central Lee would 
then go cold out of the 
halftime break missing 
their first seven shots 
from the field before 
Daly Brisby put in a 
3-pointer with 3:38 left 
in the third. Holy Trinity 
would only manage a 
free throw during the 
stretch, and found 
themselves in a hole they 
couldn’t recover from 
down 27-13.

Junior Bailey Hellweg 
would bang in a couple 
3-pointers down the 
stretch but HTC would 
only get as close as 12 
the rest of the way.

Head Coach Tony 
Johnson said it wasn’t 
a matter of not getting 
open looks, but the Lady 
Crusaders couldn’t find 
the range. And with 
Central Lee forcing HTC 
to shoot from outside by 
keeping the post clogged 

up, he said they had be 
able to shoot from the 
perimeter.

“If we could hit some 
shots, we could’ve got 
them to come out. But 
we couldn’t hit a shot,” 
he said.

“We had a lot of good 
open shots we just didn’t 
make ’em. I’m glad they 
were shooting, because 
I’m trying to get them to 

shoot more so I wasn’t 
going to rein them back.

“If it’s not inside you 
have to be able to make 
them from outside, but if 
they’re playing a pack-
line defense, your not 
going to get anything 
inside.”

Hellweg led the Cru-
saders with six points 
on the night, followed 
by Randolph with five, 
Pothitakis four, Haas 
three and Brooke Muel-
ler added a bucket.

In addition to Mer-
schman’s 35, Central 
also got four points from 
Makayla Morrison and 
Summers, and three 
from Brisby.

The Lady Crusaders 
fall to 5-6 on the year 
and travel to Mt. Pleas-
ant on Monday. The 
Lady Hawks take on 
New London Tuesday at 
home.
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Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  
about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS
CONNECTION

Merschman hits 1,000 in Friday Hawks win

Central Lee’s Mya Merschman (24) fronts up Holy Trinity’s Claire Pothi-
takis (12) Friday night in the fourth quarter at Central Lee. Merschman 
scored 35 points and passed 1,000 career points in the 46-25 loss. 

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

CENTRAL LEE SPORTS Lady Hawks knock off HTC 46-25

Holy Trinity Catholic’s Ashlyn Haas brings the 
ball up the floor in heavy traffic Friday night. 

Junior 
scores 35 
of Lady 
Hawks’ 46

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/


PUBLIC NOTICE
2019 CITY OF
Fort Madison

Employee Wages

Deborah Albee
.........................33,446.43
James Andrews
...........................3,001.44
Kelsey Bales ....35,015.58
Edmun Barthlomew
.........................47,909.65
Linda Baxter ......2,735.00
Doug Bergquist
.........................49,919.23
Kathleen Berry
.........................19,021.45
Dale Beuning ...14,148.00
Jay Blanchard ..81,805.02
Melinda Blind ...74,597.26
Randy Boe .......44,523.52
Eric Bohnenkamp
.........................48,274.15
Kent Brisby ......60,579.45
Emeline BriTon
.........................19,976.01
Benjamin Brown
.........................67,185.43
Brandon Brown ..3,080.00
Robert Brown...48,493.13
Bradley Bryant
.........................43,963.37
Justin Cain .......61,102.45
Chad Cangas.....3,001.44
James Carle ....82,748.82
Mark Cartwright
...........................4,595.00
Dawn Clark ........1,883.70
Sarah Clendineng
.........................72,691.77
Ty Clute ...........45,860.25
Christine Cowles
.........................40,500.88
Justina Cullen ..19,483.75

Courtney Dalton
.........................57,084.72
Randy Davis ....60,124.10
Michael Degen
.........................46,380.25
Norman Dodson
.........................72,379.25
David Doyle .....63,441.35
Larry Driscoll .. 110,608.48
Christopher Eastin
.........................61,710.87
Nichalus Ellison
.........................10,989.07
William Estrada
.........................42,600.02
Nichalas Fedler
.........................46,433.21
Caleb Ford .........4,562.38
Charles Fullenkamp
.........................60,955.14
Mike Fullenkamp
.........................71,040.66
Dustin Fullhart
.........................72,981.39
Gerilyn Gardner
.........................10,723.58
Neal Gathers ...71,455.64
Brent Gibbs......10,396.62
Jack Gray ........62,853.40
Brian Green .....69,990.15
Christopher Greenwald
...........................3,001.44
Matthew Griffin
.........................55,589.94
Wendell Groene
.........................56,342.58
Luke Gruening
.........................45,948.37
Bruce Gustafson
.........................62,595.25
Austin Haas .....15,240.77
Chad Hannum
.........................72,623.46
Cling Harland ...61,017.44

Dawn Helling .....4,473.85
Jeffrey Helling ..79,042.10
Kyle Henderson
...........................7,807.59
Joey Herren .....82,992.80
Kevin Hoenig ...46,002.12
Robert Hogan ..69,066.45
Kenneth Honadel
.........................45,650.92
Heather Horey
.........................54,189.01
Daniel Horn......59,848.15
Casey Huebner
.........................59,553.31
Kelsey Hugg ....13,167.38
Kendall Irwin ......2,443.25
Daniel Johnson
.........................63,108.13
Karl Judd .........68,609.19
Michael Kempker
.........................48,745.33
Eric Kern ..........83,580.07
Robert Kern .....48,037.40
Nathan Koser...55,443.49
Douglas Krogmeier
.........................75,680.53
Jason Kuhlmeier
.........................56,158.48
Mark Lair............3,001.44
John Lambert...16,596.00
Jonathan Lange
.........................63,506.99
Donald Manning
.........................16,176.00
Andrew McFall
.........................56,357.61
Alexander Meierotto
.........................60,745.01
Emilee Meierotto
.........................54,190.19
Edward Mendez
...........................4,158.00
Mario Mendez ..16,374.00
Carol Miner ......37,646.82

Matthew Mohrfeld
...........................3,001.44
Robert Morawitz
...........................2,995.20
Bryan Morehouse
......................... 11,636.80
Amy Morris Boyer
......................... 16,711.71
William Moyer ..16,668.00
Jordan Nagel .....3,330.00
Joseph Nelson ...6,270.00
Bruce Niggemeyer
.........................78,960.12
Cecelia Owens ..5,900.03
Nathan Parker
.........................63,089.81
Jean Peiton......29,877.73
Joe Peitz ..........48,255.12
Don Peterson...46,306.04
Billy Pohlpeter..42,709.13
Elmer Puckett ..49,829.91
Bradley Randolph
...........................5,512.00
Janie Rees.......35,876.85
Chloe Rempe...16,866.79
Kevin Rink .........3,001.44
Mark Rohloff ....26,152.80
Ronald Russell
.........................12,020.00
Kayla Schleidt ..33,899.01
Mike Schneider
.........................79,974.72
Travis Schroeder
.........................47,830.56
Kelly Shields ....16,060.37
Timothy Sittig ...48,098.47
Vicki Slater .......54,165.38
Peggy Steffensmeier
.........................78,075.86
Brian Stein .......25,624.78
Clifford Stewart
......................... 50,246.11
Marina Templin ..1,305.00
Francisco Trejo ..2,965.27

David Varley .. 116,718.72
Brent Vogelgesang
.........................14,459.60
Joshua Wade ...49,601.21
Gregory Warosh
.........................14,459.60
Eugene Watkins
.........................44,257.56
Timothy Watkins
...........................2,819.46
Drew Weisinger
.........................64,178.72
Brian Wiegand
.........................52,969.22
Leon Wilson .....47,335.88
David Woodley
.........................10,803.52
Alan Woods
.........................13,396.00

Lawrence Woods
.........................18,297.00
Dakota Worley
.........................64,993.42
Dana Zumdome
.........................46,485.81
Shane Zumdome
.........................42,520.87
....................5,327,476.36
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LEE COUNTY – The Lee County Democratic Party committee has released the 
Feb. 3 caucus locations. It was also announced that there will be to satellite caucus 
locations at 1 p.m for those that can’t make the regular 7 p.m. caucuses.

By precinct, the 2020 caucus locations throughout Lee County are listed below:
KEOKUK

KE1   Keokuk Labor Temple, 301 Blondeau St., Keokuk
KE2   Heritage Center, 508 Main Street, Keokuk
KE3   George Washington Elementary School (gym), 116 N. 8th St., Keokuk
KE4   First Christian Church, 3476 Main St., Keokuk
KE5    Keokuk Middle School (cafeteria), 2002 Orleans St., Iowa
KE6    First Christian Church, 3476 Main St., Keokuk
KE7   Hawthorne Elementary School (gym), 2940 Decatur St., Keokuk

FORT MADISON
FM1   St. John’s United Church of Christ, 501 10th St., Fort Madison
FM2   Lincoln Elementary School (gym), 1326 Avenue E, Fort Madison
FM3   Fort Madison High School (multipurpose room), 2001 Ave. B, Fort Madi-

son
FM4   Eagles Club, 4821 Avenue O, Fort Madison
FM5   Richardson Elementary (gym), 3301 Avenue L, Fort Madison
Jefferson Twsp. – Richardson Elementary (library), 3301 Avenue L, Fort Madison
Montrose – Ivor Fowler Community Center, 710 Main St., Montrose
Charleston/Des Moines/Van Buren – Central Lee High School (gym), 2642 Hwy 

218, Donnellson
Franklin/Cedar/Marion/Harrison – Pilot Grove Savings Bank Community 

Room, 506 Main St., Donnellson
West Point/Pleasant Ridge/Denmark – Fort Madison High School (multipurpose 

room), 2001 Ave. B, Fort Madison
GreenBay/Washington – Newberry Center, 728 Avenue G, Fort Madison
Jackson – Jackson Township Fire Station, 3640 Argyle Road, Keokuk

Lee County Democrats set 
Feb. 3 caucus locations

is an enjoyable and rewarding time that 
everyone wants to share in but the safety 
and health of both the mother and infant 
are our top priorities. FMCH team 
members are following the CDC’s guide-
lines, as well as the FMCH infection 
control procedures to help protect our 
patients, employees and hospital visitors.

In addition, we ask that all visitors 
to FMCH help us limit the spread of 
the influenza virus by adhering to the 
following recommendation:

If you are experiencing any of the 
symptoms of the flu including: fever, 
cough, sore throat, diarrhea, vomiting, 
body aches, runny or stuffy nose we 
ask that you refrain from visiting both 
inpatient and outpatient surgery areas of 
the hospital.

People who have influenza can be 
contagious beginning one day before 
symptoms develop and up to five to 
seven days after becoming sick. Some 
people, especially young children and 
people with weakened immune systems, 
might be able to infect others for an even 
longer time.

Most importantly, the hospital is 
working to educate the community 
about ways to prevent the spread of 

influenza and other viruses. These 
measures can help prevent spreading the 
illness:

Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water; if soap and water are 
not available use an alcohol based hand 
sanitizer.

Cover your nose and mouth with a 
tissue when you cough or sneeze and 
throw the tissue in the trash after you 
use it and then sanitize your hands; or 
cough and sneeze into your elbow if a 
tissue is not available.

Avoid close contact with sick people.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose or 

mouth, as germs spread this way.
If you get sick with influenza, stay 

home from work or school and limit 
close contact with others to help prevent 
the spread of flu.

If you are sick, stay home for at least 
24 hours after your fever is gone.

And remember it is not too late to get 
a flu shot!

Fort Madison Community Hospital 
is concerned about the health of the 
community and want to do their part to 
protect everyone from the spread of flu 
viruses during this time of heightened 
awareness.

FLU - Continued from Page 1

Still not too late for flu shot

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670
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PUBLIC NOTICES

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Chateau Apartments Extra 

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Agenda

DATE: TUESDAY, 
January 14, 2020

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Approve Tuesday, 

January 7, 2020 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Library Board Budget 

Request Presentation 
Discussion of Wellness 

Program 
Consider Approval of 

Third Reading of Tanning 
Facilities Ordinance 

Consider Approval of 

Third Reading of Amend-
ed Smoking Ordinance 

Discuss and Consider 
Setting Percentage of 
Salary Raise for Board 
of Supervisor Members 
Discuss and Consider 
Setting Percentage of 
Salary Raise for Elected 
Officials and Employees 
Covered Under Personnel 
Policy

Consider Approval of 
Class B Beer Permit for 
Tri State Gun Club, Mon-
trose Consider Approval 
of Class C Beer Permit for 
Dollar General, Montrose 

Consider Approval of 
Class C Liquor License 
for Mt Hamill Tap 

Consider Approval of 
Tax Abatement Resolu-
tions (5)

Personnel Actions:
A. Step Increase-Trea-

surer’s Office
B. Step Increase-Sher-

iffs Office
C. Step Increase-Health 

Department
Reports:

A. Semi Annual Settle-
ment of Board of Super-
visors

B. Auditor’s Report of 
Fees Collected

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME

Vision and hearing 
assistance available upon 

request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

 
County Website:

www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County

Conservation Board
Agenda

January 14, 2020
Regular Meeting:

4:00 p.m. 
Lee County

Conservation Center 
2652 Highway 61 

Montrose, IA 52639
Regular Meeting

Agenda 

1. Call to order
2.Oath of Office
3. Introductions
4. Approval of minutes 

from December 10, 2019 
5. Public Input 
This is the time of the 

meeting that a citizen may 
address the Board on any 
matters pertaining to the 

Lee County Conservation 
Board. The Board cannot 
take formal action at the 
meeting on matters not 
included on the regular 
agenda, but may ask 
the staff to research the 
matter or have the matter 
placed on a subsequent 
agenda.

6. Elect President
7. Elect Vice President
8. Approval of Bills
9. Approval of Financial 

Report 
10. Lee County Pheas-

ants Forever banquet 
sponsorship

11. Review and approve 
bids for new forestry 
mower attachment

12. Review and ap-
prove bids for new tiller

13. Staff Reports

14. Board Member 
Comments 

15. Adjournment 

Workshop to Follow
Regular Meeting

Next regular meeting
will be February 11, 2020

Hearing and vision
assistance available

upon request.
Citizens are welcome
to all LCCB meetings.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

Advertise in a brand new way.
Martha (319)316.3621 • Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.comBridge Cafe &

Supper Club
101 Olive Street

Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

YOUR AD 
HERE

319.316.3621

Martha Hawes, Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com
319.316.3621 

Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!
Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

better off—Spell Check is a game changer.
When I asked Ginnie if she had some thank you notes 

I could use, her eyes lit up. Of course she had thank you 
notes, boxes of them! That’s what women do. I soon had 
a box of thank you notes sitting on my desk ready for me 
to reveal my inner most thoughts. Ugh. It was the first of 
December. Note one: my hand shook so badly, I threw 
the first two attempts away. Should I print so people can 
read my writing, or use cursive? It’s called “cursive” for a 
reason—I curse while performing it.

I won’t tell you who I wrote my first thank you note 
to. All I’ll reveal is that I wrote out (scribbled) what I 
should have said to the person anyway. I was sweating in 
the armpits and it was a cooling relief to walk out to the 
mailbox in the December breeze to post it.

The second thank you note was a little easier.
One immediate reward of the daily thank you notes is 

that Ginnie and I now know if the mail has arrived. Our 
mail box is at the end of our driveway, and it’s a little bit 
of a chore walking out to get the mail, especially in in-
clement weather. If it’s not there, it’s a wasted trip, and we 
got wet for nothing. We’ve been trying to figure out a way 
to determine if the mail has arrived. (Creative designs 
using electric eyes and flashing lights come to mind.) We 
can see the mail box from our house. With a thank you 
note a day being deposited in the mail box, if the little red 
flag is down, the mail has arrived. Perfect!

After a few days of writing thank you notes, I noticed 
things going smoother. Being grounded in gratitude 
(attitude of gratitude) puts a whole new perspective on 
otherwise harried days. God and I came to an agreement: 

I do what He puts in front of me, don’t ask questions, and 
things work out marvelously. I may be getting more from 
the thank you notes than the recipients.

I have now completed the 30 days of Advent thank you 
notes. It’s not really that much of a burden to think of 
someone to say thank you to. (Yes, I sent one to Ginnie.) 
There are friends, family, and acquaintances. Ginnie’s ad-
dress book is a big help. Most all of my notes begin with 
“Thank you for being my friend.” I have received back 
some heartwarming messages of how my note helped 
them in time of need. That makes me feel good.

With the 30 days up, I’ve decided to extend the thank 
you notes through January, maybe Easter. Ginnie and I 
are going to Israel in February with our church group 
(God willing). I’m wondering what effect a thank you 
note posted from the Holy Land will have on the recipi-
ent. Or me.

I’m a wealthy man!
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleas-

ant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com 
or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-
frames.com

Thank You notes returned with inspiring messages
SWARM - Continued from Page 1

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON – The 
Grayhound swim team 
won 7 of 11 varsity events 
on Thursday enroute to 
a 114-45 win over Dav-
enport West at the BHS 
pool.

Burlington finished 
one and two in the 200-
yard medley with Colby 
Geiger, Jordan Watznau-
er, Jacob Mohrfeld and 
Nathan Parks taking first 
with a time of 1:55.51, just 
.73 seconds in front of 
their teammates.

Jacob Venvertloh won 
the 200-yard freestyle 
with a time of 2:08.65. 
Wyatt Hellman took third 
place at 2:13.55.

Mohrfeld won the 200-
yard individual medley 
touching the wall at 
2:06.91 highlighted by a 
28.45 first leg. The Gray-
hounds Taden Jameson 
was second at 2:33.48.

Mohrfeld also took first 
in the 500-yard freestyle 
with a time of 5:21.14. 

Logan Crank, of Burling-
ton was second at 6:06.14 
and Geiger was third at 
6:12.95.

The 200-yard freestyle 
relay team of Jameson, 
Crank, Mohrfeld and 
Geiger took first by 3.3 
seconds with a time of 
1:38.32.

Nathan Parks won 
the 100 backstroke in 
1:18.77 followed by the 
Grayhounds’ Will Neises 
1:21.96 and Neil Ma-
comber 1:23.48.

The Hounds won the 
final varsity event, the 
400-year freestyle relay 
with Cade Hillyer, Ven-
vertloh, Parks and Wel-
man anchoring in a time 
of 3:54.41. Watznauer, 
Matthew Smith, Rece Rei-
man and Macomber took 
2nd at 4:09.54.

Crank and Geiger fin-
ished 2nd and 3rd in the 
50-yard freestyle. James-
on, Smith and Venvertloh 
came in 2nd-4th in the 
100 butterfly.

Mohrfeld helps 
lead BHS to dual 

win Thursday

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	Fullenkamp Insurance
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Obituaries
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Column
	Beside the Point
	Lee County Health Department
	Pothitakis Law Firm
	Sports
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
	The Kensington
	From the Front
	Health News
	Lee County News
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Fort Madison Neighborhood Watch Groups
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Rentals
	Pen City Current
	Business Directory
	Classifieds
	Business Directory
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Guest Column
	Curt Swarm
	Empty Nest
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Fort Colony Family Restaurant

	Button 35: 
	Button 30: 
	Button 34: 
	Button 29: 
	Button 33: 
	Button 28: 
	Button 32: 
	Button 25: 


