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PUBLIC HEARING: County Board of Health set to make decision after 7 a.m. hearing

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG How to join the hearing

PCC EDITOR

) ) The link to the meeting is https://global.gotomeeting.com/
LEE COUNTY - Residents will have a chance to

join/652812493
voice concerns over a proposed Lee County Board You can also join by phone at 1-872-240-3311, access code
of Health regulation that would mandate masks in 652-812-493. To move the hearing efficiently, the board chair is
certain public environments Wednesday morning. asking anyone that wants to comment use the chat feature in
The Lee County Board of Health approved mov- the upper right hand corner of the GoToMeeting window for the
ing forward with a facemask regulation at their last chair to address you. If you are calling in by phone, please wait

regular meeting. The move requires a public hearing until everyone is done speaking to address the board. Also, the
and another vote of the board. That hearing will take chair is asking that all participants calling in mute their phone by
' pressing #6. You can press #6 to unmute when the hearing is

See MASKS, page 7 opened to call-ins to give input.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg
Fort Madison Fire Capt. Mike Schneider, far right, talks with a Gregory Manufacturing employee late
Monday night after a fire started in the air filter system causing the facility to fill with smoke. Firefighters
had the fire extinguished shortly after arrival at 10:20 p.m. and were on the scene for about 90 minutes.
No injuries were reported.

COURT HEARING TUESDAY
City says Humphreybuilding sall not secure

CITY BUDGET

Mayor to put
franchise fee
up forvote

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - After hearing a syn-
opsis of the city’s five-year financial outlook,
Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld told the
City Council he was putting a franchise fee
vote on the agenda for the next meeting.

During Tuesday’s regular meeting, City
Manager David Varley presented the city
with a comprehensive look at what the city’s
finances will be like in five years and what
options there are to get the city on solid
financial footing.

Varley said the city expenses, 81% of
which are personnel costs, are about
$400,000 more annually
then the city is bringing in.
He said the city has been
surviving on one-time
revenue influxes that can’t be
counted on, and by dipping
into fund reserves.

He said a franchise fee on
natural gas and electricity is one answer,
possibly combined with bonding for the rest
of the Hwy. 61 improvements and moving
the rest of that money in the Hwy. 61 fund
into the city’s general fund.

Mobhrfeld said he favored starting small
with the franchise tax, a 1.5% initial fee and
then phase it up with annual reviews of the
city’s finances.

“I would like to see that phased up,” he
said. “If you're a corporation - if youre
Matt’s Greenhouse — Chief Mark (Rohloff)
— we all have budgets. It’s easier to ratchet
something up than it is to leap into it, so we
need to watch and stair step it,” Mohrfeld
said.

Varley said a 3% franchise fee closes the
city’s gap for five years, builds up an ad-
equate fund balance, and provides funds
for other city projects. He said bonding for
street projects also frees up money.

MOHRFELD

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG date. structure owned by Bryan Hum- “If you did that and a smaller franchise
PCC EDITOR ACCOI'dil’lg to Fort Madison Bulld- phrey. fee you can klnd Of get the best ofboth
ing Director Doug Krogmeier, an The building has visible settling worlds. You take care of the funding gap for
FORT MADISON - An Friday in- inspection was done to determine that has occurred on it’s west side. five years and you have some funds available
spection of the Humphrey building  the current structural integrity of Workers have put boarding in about to do some other projects,” Varley said.
in downtown Fort Madison has left  the building and see what repairs
city officials leery of repairs made to  had been done inside to secure the See DOWNTOWN, page 4 See FINANCES, page 4
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For the Record/Obituaries

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
09/09/20 - 9:14 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
cited Matthew Scott
Stephenson, 45, of Fort
Madison in the 1800 block
of Avenue E on a charge
of driving while barred.
09/09/20 - 10:54 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
arrested Elizabeth Char-
lene Mae Davis, 25, of
Fort Madison, in the 4800
block of Avenue O, on a
warrant for contempt of
court. He was released
on a promise to appear.
09/10/20 - 3:56 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a hit and run in the
4600 block of Avenue L.
09/10/20 - 7:47 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
Danae Lee Larpenter,
32, of Fort Madison in the
700 block of 10th Street
on a charge of driving
under suspension.
09/10/20 - 8:33 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

ea hit and run in the 1100

block of Avenue E.

onePAC

09/14/20 — 9:19 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a larceny/theft in the
2000 block of Avenue B.
09/14/20 — 3:58 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a property damage
accident in the 600
block of 18th Street.
09/14/20 — 6:55 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a burglary in the 300
block of 12th Street.

Lee County

Sheriff’s Report
09/10/20 - 7:00 p.m.
— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Jacob
Anthony Haage, 27, of
Montrose, at the sheriff's
office on warrants for
violation of probation.
He was taken to Lee
County Jail and held.
09/10/20 — 11:28 p.m. —
Lee County Sheriff's depu-
ties arrested Cody Joseph
Norton, 30, of California,
at the intersection of Hwy.
61 and Johnson Street
Road on a charge of

possession of drug para-
phernalia, and possession
of a controlled substance.
09/14/20 - 7:15 p.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Brandon
Dale Manton, 33, of Ka-
hoka, at the Clark County
Jail on warrants for pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia and manufacturing/
delivering/possession of

a controlled substance.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
09/14/20 - 8:48 p.m. -
Lee County Sheriff's dep-
uties cited James Eugene
Martindale, 56, of Donnell-
son, was arrested in the
2300 block of Hwy. 2, on a
charge of driver’s license
denied/revoked — OWI.
Those listed above

are presumed inno-

cent until proven guilty

in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire

& Rescue Report
09/14/20 - Fort Madison
Fire & Rescue respond-
ed to five medical calls,
smoke investigation at
Gregory manufacturing.

[ ommvares
ROSENA M.

“SKIP”

COPPAGE

Rosena M. “Skip” Coppage, 88, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, 2020 at 8:47 AM at her home.
She was born on March 3, 1932 in Ft. Madison to Clyde and Rosena Winheim

COPPAGE

Harmon and was raised by her grandparents. On December 20, 1952
she married Jerry Coppage in Ft. Madison. Skip was a homemaker.
She was a graduate of Donnellson High School and a former president
of the Richardson PTA. Skip loved to bake cookies at the holidays and
would take them all over to friends and family. She was a very kind
person and loved helping anyone. Her greatest love was her family,
especially her grandkids.

Survivors include her husband, Jerry Coppage of Ft. Madison; one
son, Bill (Laura) Coppage of Ft. Madison; one daughter, Evelyn (Harold) Husted of
Montrose; four grandchildren, Mindie (Will) Druery of Anselmo, NE, Crystal (J.)
Philips of Bloomington, IL; Levi (Chelsea) Coppage and Justin Coppage of Ft. Madi-
son; four great grandchildren, Zane and Korbin Druery and Liam and Piper Philips.
She was preceded in death by her parents and a sister, Betty Sunden.

Friends may call after 2 PM on Friday, September 18, 2020 at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory where the family will meet with friends from 4-6 PM. The
funeral service will be held on Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 10 AM at King-Lynk
Funeral Home with Jamie Baier officiating. Burial will follow in Oakland Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in her memory and online
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

Miller obtains debt relief for ITT students

DES MOINES — Attor-
ney General Tom Miller has
secured an agreement to
obtain $1.3 million in debt
relief for former ITT Tech
students in Iowa as part of
a settlement involving 48
attorneys general and the
federal Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau.

Nationally, the settle-

your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

ment will result in debt
relief of about $330 million
for 35,000 borrowers who
have outstanding principal
balances. The Iowa Attor-
ney General’s Office led the
states’ negotiations in the
settlement.

The settlement is with
PEAKS Trust, a private loan
program run by the for-prof-
it school and affiliated with
Deutsche Bank entities.

ITT filed bankruptcy in
2016 amid investigations by
state attorneys general and
following action by the U.S.
Department of Education
to restrict ITT’s access to
federal student aid.

“This settlement provides
relief to Iowans who in-
curred debts for a question-
able education at ITT Tech,”
Miller said. “It also holds
PEAKS Trust accountable
for engaging in a scheme to
benefit itself at the expense
of students.”

PEAKS was formed after
the 2008 financial crisis
when private sources of
lending available to for-prof-
it colleges dried up. ITT de-
veloped a plan with PEAKS
to offer students temporary
credit to cover the gap in tui-
tion between federal student
aid and the full cost of the
education.
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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From the Front

Mayor wants to phase in franchise tax

FINANCES - Continued from Page 1

He mentioned building a new
fire station, and shop for the Streets
Department, as well as having some
money left for additional city beautifi-
cation efforts.

Mobhrfeld told the council to be
prepared to vote on both issues at the
Sept. 29th meeting.

‘Next meeting there will be two
things on the agenda. One is a fran-
chise fee and the other is for bond-
ing for street improvements and a
proposal to use some of the money in
the bank for reserve, and maybe some
budget gap financing,” Mohrfeld said.

“Those will be separate agenda
items and we will be able to discuss
them, but that is coming for a vote
next meeting””

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker,
who has advocated for limited income
residents and families when consider-
ing the franchise tax in past discus-
sions, said the city may not have a
choice.

“I have a tendency to agree with Mr.
Mayor that I think we seriously need
to consider a franchise fee, whether
it's 1% or 2%, whatever that looks like.
I don’t think we have a choice,” she

said.

“I know that’s not popular and I
do express my concern for our lower
income folks that may take that as an
additional thing to struggle with”

She said the tax will impose extra
costs on industry, but she said those
same entities enjoy the services the
city provides, such as fire, police and
streets.

Councilmen Kevin Rink and Tyler
Miller both agreed that a 3% tax
might be a better place to start as
it would solve the problems for the
long-term and would alleviate any
city staff or program cuts.

Councilman Rusty Andrews said
the city has talked about franchise
fees for many years and it’s time to
stop kicking the can down the road.

“Community’s not gonna to like
it, industry isn’t gonna like it, but if
we educate them and explain it well,
they’ll understand it's a necessary

thing we're gonna have to do.” he said.

The city actually has a franchise fee
in place, it’s just set at 0% currently.
Moving the percentage up to activate
the collection again would take a vote
of city council.

Mobhrfeld asked city attorney Pat
O’Connell of Lynch Dallas out of Ce-
dar Rapids, if the vote would require
a simple majority or a super majority
and O’Connell said he would have to
research the issue.

Iowa code caps franchise tax at 5%
and typically it takes about six months
for revenues to circulate back to the
city at the outset. However, since the
city has the ordinance for a franchise
fee in place, it could take slightly less
time for the city to start to see the
revenue.

Councilman Mark Lair said he
favored a closer look at the franchise
fee, but didn’t support bonding for the
Highway 61 work because he didn’t
want any chance of losing the project.

“We've been working on that for
too long and it needs completed,” Lair
said.

Miller, who announced Monday he
was resigning effective Wednesday,
extended his time on council for two
weeks after speaking with city staff on
Tuesday. The next meeting will be his
final meeting on the council.

Councilman Bob Morawitz was
absent from the meeting, and accord-
ing to Mohrfeld has been admitted to
a hospice facility. Morawitz has been
battling cancer.

Inspection shows
additional shifting in
Humphrey building

DOWNTOWN - Continued from Page 1

ood Food for Al

At Sonny’s, were committed to offering you
quality groceries at affordable prices
in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

Call for curhside pickup

319.837.6126

327 5" Street, West Point, 1A

three stories high on that side in an attempt to
secure falling brick and additional shifting.

Along with Krogmeier, Fort Madison Mayor
Matt Mohrfeld, Fire Chief Joey Herren, and Hum-
phrey’s engineer, along with several firefighters
went through the building.

An initial court hearing initiated by the city with
regard to the structure is set for Tuesday in North
Lee County Court.

Krogmeier said some stabilization work had
been done, but it was done 10 months ago and
bricks have continued to fall onto the city side-
walk, as additional shifting has occurred.

“Their engineer says it’s stable, but it’s our deter-
mination more work needs to be done,” Krogmei-
er said.

“We'll forward that to our attorney and he will
take it up with them in court”

Herren said he took that shift of firefighters
through the building so they would be aware of
what the inside looked like should something
happen.

“I wanted those guys to see what it was like in
there. It would be a very dangerous situation for
us if that were to catch fire or collapse,” Herren
said.

Krogmeier said there needs to be additional
substantial shoring up of the building before any
actual repairs, if planned, can begin.

The city closed off 8th Street from Avenue G to
the alley between Avenues G and H in the fall of
2019, but reopened the stretch of roadway about
six months ago. The sidewalk along that stretch of
8th Street remains closed to the public.

Mohrfeld said when the city filed for a hearing
that if the repairs weren’'t made prior to any trial
before the court, the court could impose an order
required repairs be made or authorizing the city
act.

“If the conditions are not abated voluntarily be-
fore trial, the City will seek a court order requiring
the issues to be rectified and authorizing the City
to rectify them if the defendant does not comply
with the order,” Mohrfeld wrote to the Pen City
Current in January.

Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H

Ft Madison, |A 52627
319-372-8001

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Sports/Classiﬁeds

HTC girls settling in with three-set win over Notre Dame

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

BURLINGTON — Holy Trinity’s volleyball team was 24 hours
better.

At this point in the season, it's what coach Melissa Freesmeier
wants.

The top-ranked (Class 1A) Crusaders were pressed by Notre
Dame, but found the answers in a 25-21, 26-24, 25-18 win on
Tuesday night.

Holy Trinity swept Fort Madison on Monday night having not
played since August 29, struggling early before taking control later.

This was a different kind of test, but one in which the Crusaders
seemed to thrive.

“I think we just didn't make as many errors (as in Monday’s
win),” Freesmeier said. “We just knew we needed to continue to
work with our offense. I think just some things clicked tonight”

Notre Dame (0-1) pressured the Crusaders throughout the
match. Katy Stephens had 13 kills and Gabby Deery had 10 kills.

“We knew those two are good hitters,” Freesmeier said.

But the Crusaders had a balanced attack, and it showed.

Still, there was a need for Freesmeier to send a message early,
considering the slow start the Crusaders had in Monday’s match.
The Nikes scored the first three points, and that led to a timeout.

“Last night, it got ugly early,” Freesmeier said. “I didn't like
some of the things we were doing. I knew if we started out slow,
that timeout was going to come fast. I wasn't sure it was going to
be 3-0. Sometimes I do things, and my assistants look at me like
I'm crazy”

But it worked.

The Crusaders scored six consecutive points midway through
the game — three coming on kills from Claire Pothitakis — and
took a 16-13 lead, but Notre Dame came back for a 19-18 lead,
which led to another Freesmeier timeout.

Mary Kate Bendlage’s kill out of the timeout tied the match,
then Kassi Randolph added back-to-back kills moments later for
a21-20 lead. The Nikes tied the game on a Deery kill, then the
Crusaders closed it out by scoring four of the final five points.

Notre Dame seemed to have Game 2 under control, especially

when Deery had two kills and two blocks in a 4-0 run that gave
the Nikes game point. But Molly Johnson’s serve was long, and the
Crusaders were still alive.

Randolph had a kill to cut the lead to 24-23. Deery’s kill attempt
was long, and the game was tied. A Pothitakis kill gave the Cru-
saders match point, then Brooke Mueller’s serve tipped off the net
and fell to the court for the game winner.

“They just dug deep,” Freesmeier said. “It's hard to come in here,
get down by that many points, and come back and win.”

Notre Dame led 15-14 in the third game before Holy Trinity
rallied. The Crusaders took a 20-18 lead, then finished with the
final five points. Mueller had three kills in that stretch, and then
Bailey Hellweg finished the win with an ace.

Pothitakis had 10 kills. Mueller had eight, and Randolph had
five.

It's a busy week for the Crusaders (5-3), who play host to Van
Buren on Thursday.

“As I told them in the locker room, we're only going to get bet-
ter;” Freesmeier said. “Because that’s what we do.”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
fissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madlison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation
4 el ity Hazard-Free!
2o Help GRRWA Kecp Your Commnity Hazard-Free!
2 2F posters Art Household Hazardous
‘cﬁ 83 Flyers S_Uprf"es Waste Unit is open
o Printing Monday through Friday
é‘_ Vi B Office 8am - 4pm
inyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures 800'216'2370
621Rvenue & 319372211 Call for an appointment
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com R " st
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING RREAS!

Visit Us Online!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

* Transmission Repair * Major/Minor Engine Repair
* Alignments * Tune-Up
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd ‘ West Point, IA 52656
Pinterest ings.com

uuuuuuuuu

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Ft.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington « Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
@B, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insur
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bure:

ompany,* Westem Agricultural
ancial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP

Possibly turning into
FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-Op

is an

Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed
to advancing diversity in

the

workplace. Post of-

fer pre-employment drug

screen,
physical
required.

job physical,

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com
Select Southeast lowa,
Region 3

&

capacity profile

We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @gmail.com
EOE

Click here to

place your ad
online 24/7

#HyperlLocalSuperFresh

lowa State
Penitentiary
in Fort Madison
has openings
for correctional
officers

Correctional officers serve
as the backbone to the cor-
rectional system. Their ca-
reers are both challenging
and rewarding as they bal-
ance their security mission
with the mission of helping
those incarcerated reform
themselves into a successful,
law-abiding citizen upon their
reentry. Once fully trained,
Correctional  Officers can
make a lasting impact on
an incarcerated person’s life
while also helping maintain
safe and secure correctional
facilities. New Correctional
Officers earn a full time sal-
ary as they go through their
training, and the State offers
one of the most competitive
benefits packages in the pri-
vate or public sectors.

Salary range is $42,307 to
$62,691 annually.

Minimum Qualification
Requirements

* Graduation from high
school, GED, or equiv-
alency.

For additional information,
please click on this link to
view the job description
(Download PDF reader).

Additional Qualification
Requirements

All applicants must be able
to successfully pass the fol-
lowing:

» Psychological tests
» A background investiga-

tion check.

+ A post-offer health
screen administered by
an institutional physi-
cian.

* A urinalysis screen for
drugs.

+ All new employee train-
ing during the proba-
tionary period, including

local orientation, new
employee orientation,
and emergency pre-

paredness training.

» Designated positions in
this job class require ap-
plicants to obtain a Com-
mercial Driver’s License
and endorsements with-
in a period of time as de-
termined by the appoint-
ing authority at the time
of hire.

To apply, click the following
link: https://doc.iowa.gov/
about-us/about-institutions/
iowa-state-penitentiary

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Executive Director Posi-
tion — Fort Madison Hous-
ing Authority (FMHA) of Fort
Madison, lowa, is seeking
qualified applicants for the
position of Executive Direc-
tor to lead the Authority in
its management of its Public
Housing and Housing Choice
Voucher Program. The
FMHA administers 134 units
of Public Housing, 70 Hous-
ing Choice Vouchers. and
management / maintenance
of 22 units for the Lee County
Housing Initiative Program.
The Executive Director is re-
sponsible for all aspects of its
Public Housing and Voucher
Program including but not
limited to supervising a staff
of six employees.

The qualified applicant
should possess a wide range
of skills in public housing
operations, office manage-
ment, accounting, customer
service; computer proficien-
cy and the ability to function
courteously with residents
and employees. The appli-
cant must be PHA certified or
certifiable within one year of
employment.

Salary is negotiable and the
Housing Authority offers an
excellent benefit package
and is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Interested applicants must
submit a resume and cover
letter marked Confidential to:

Chairman of the Board, Fort
Madison Housing Authority,
1102 48th Street, Suite #1,
Fort Madison, IA 52627. Or
email to: fortmadisonha

Deadline for resumes: Octo-
ber 15, 2020
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From the Front

County seeing reduced numbers of positives

MASKS. Continued from Page 1

place via teleconference at 7 a.m. Wednesday.

Lee County Health Department Administrator
Michele Ross said the Board of Health agenda, fol-
lowing the public hearing, includes possible action
regarding the regulation. If approved again by the
Board of Health, a resolution would be sent to the
Lee County Board of Supervisors for an up or down
vote.

“There is an action item on the agenda to discuss,
review, or revise to propose a regulation that’s been
posted on our website and then they can take action
to move to the Board of Supervisors or not,” Ross
said.

“That will be done tomorrow.”

Supervisor Rich Harlow said Iowa Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds has deemed facemask mandates unenforceable

“This mask mandate situation is a very emotional
issue,” Harlow said.

“When you tell someone they have to do it, they
really get their hackles up. I'm reading that Gov.
Reynolds says it’s not enforceable. I'm also hearing
that Sherift Stacy Weber said it would be very diffi-
cult for him and his people to enforce”

Supervisor Matt Pflug said it was important for
people to fully understand what would be taking
place. He said Johnson County has a similar Board
of Health regulation in place and it’s working well.

“First of all let’s make sure our board understands
what were talking about here,” he said.

“Johnson County has it in place now and I'm being
told it works very well. Not a lot of citations are be-
ing issued- it's more of educating people on why they

& hould be wearing it”

Pflug said people driving cars, or walking down
the street doesn’t necessarily mean you have to be

wearing your mask.

“A lot of people think as soon as they walk out
of the house they have to wear a mask. That’s not
the case. Let’s make sure we understand what we’re
talking about, not just the conclusion that this isn't
good for Lee County;” Pflug said.

Lee County is below double digits in its 14-day
positivity rate at 8.3% down from a high of over 18%
two weeks ago. The county’s total positive case rate is
1.5% higher than the 14-day rate at 9.8%

Supervisor Gary Folluo initiated the conversation
with the health department and Lee County Attor-
ney Ross Braden about the legalities after fielding
calls about a possible mandate.

“The premise of this was to help us help friends
family and neighbors stay healthy and to prevent
spread of COVID-19 when going out to the public,”
Folluo said.

“It's an educational thing coming from the super-
visors, I hope that’s the direction we go and I strong-
ly recommend that people wear masks. Regardless of
your politics or your feelings of the government, you
should be wearing a mask to protect your family and
friends”

Board Chairman Ron Fedler said he’s received
numerous calls about the mandate and said only one
was in favor of it.

Supervisor Rick Larkin said he’s fielding calls on
all sides of the issue and said about 1/3 of those
are from people who aren’t for it or against, but are
trying to figure it out the best thing to do moving
forward.

Harlow pointed to the shrinking positivity rate
being reported locally and by the state.

“If numbers are going down, why are you making

me wear a mask,” Harlow said.

Folluo said the regulation would help keep num-
bers from spiking again.

“Nobody wants our numbers to go back up to 18.
When you get to 20 there are some serious issues
and we want to make sure people stay safe. The more
you can limit it, the better off you are”

How to join the hearing

The link to the meeting is https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/652812493

You can also join by phone at 1-872-240-3311,
access code 652-812-493. To move the hearing
efficiently, the board chair is asking anyone that
wants to comment use the chat feature in the up-
per right hand corner of the GoToMeeting window
for the chair to address you. If you are calling in by
phone, please wait until everyone is done speaking
to address the board. Also, the chair is asking that all
participants calling in mute their phone by pressing
#6. You can press #6 to unmute when the hearing is
opened to call-ins to give input.

More information on the proposed regulation and 9

the public hearing can be found at www.leecounty-
hd.org.

DO
YOUR
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.
Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

for your
community

WWW.GRRWA.COM
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