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Gov. further loosens state New evidence 
prompts case
reopening

2004 MURDER

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds has opened 
dental offices around the state effective Friday in addition to 
other services like campgrounds, drive-in movie theaters, tan-
ning facilities and medical spas.

The new order signed Wednesday, effective Friday, May 8, 
also allows social clubs to reopen at 50% capacity in 77 coun-
ties, provided preventative measures are kept in place including 
social distancing, limiting seated groups to six people or less, no 
self-service buffets or salad bars.

Meanwhile, the Lee County Health Department released a 

17th confirmed positive in the county Wednesday afternoon. It 
is the first confirmed positive in four days, but the county has 
more than doubled its positive cases in the last 10 days.

A release from the Department of Natural Resources said state 
campgrounds will reopen effective Friday. DNR online reserva-
tions system will being accepting reservations at 9 a.m. Friday. 
DNR officials said reservations from May 8-14 will not be hon-
ored because refunds have already been issued for those dates.

“Parks staff will be closely monitoring these areas to avoid 
gatherings of groups larger than 10,” the release indicated More 
information on the guidelines can be found at the site at www.

ABATEMENTS

Council getting impatient with nuisance properties
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Several members of 
the Fort Madison City Council pushed the 
city’s building director on what’s going on 
with nuisance properties in the city.

At Tuesday’s City Council meeting, 
City Building Director Doug Krogmeier 
told councilwoman Rebecca Bowker and 

councilman Mark Lair that 
the city’s hands are tied on 
some properties due to no 
court proceedings hap-
pening in the wake of the 
coronavirus.

Bowker specifically 
asked where the city was 

in regards to the Humphrey Building at the 
corner of 8th Street and Avenue G.

“I know the courts are delaying things 
a bit, but as far as the Humphrey building 
have we heard from his contractor?” Bowk-
er asked Krogmeier.

Krogmeier said he wasn’t getting a lot 
back from the owner’s contractor or engi-
neer, but did see that a court date was set 
for September. An original court date was 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK – New testimony from witnesses 
and the sole suspect in a 2004 slaying of a Ke-
okuk woman, has landed a Manchester man in 
Lee County Jail on first-degree murder charges.

Nathanial Leo Ridnour, 33, Manchester, was 
picked up by Lee County law enforcement 
on Tuesday at the Delaware County Jail and 
transported to the Lee County 
Jail. He had an initial court ap-
pearance Wednesday morning 
in front of District 8B Judge 
Clinton Boddicker and is being 
held on a $1 million cash only 
bond.

His preliminary hearing is set 
for May 15, at 11 a.m. in the South Lee County 
Courthouse.

Ridnour is charged with the murder of 
Bonnie Callahan, who was 73 at the time, 
sometime between June 14-15, 2004. Keokuk 
police were dispatched to the Mississippi 
Terrace apartments at 9:10 a.m. on June 15 for 
a missing persons report. At 3:45 p.m. Callah-
an’s body was discovered along the Mississippi 
riverfront with signs of blunt force trauma, by 
a fisherman.

According to an affidaviit filed at the South 
Lee County Courthouse on April, 30, 2020, 
Ridnour became a suspect as a result of the 
investigation. The affidavit said Ridnour, who 
was 17 at the time, was living with his father in 
the same apartment complex as Callahan.

The investigation revealed Ridnour was pur-
suing a relationship with Callahan’s 15-year-old 
granddaughter, which Callahan didn’t agree 
with. During the initial investigation, the 
affidavit indicates Ridnour gave inconsistent 
accounts about his location at the time Calla-
han went missing, and about his relationship 
with her granddaughter.

Ridnour is also listed on the Iowa Sex 
Offender Registry for a 2013 conviction of 
disseminating obscene materials to a female 
age 13 or under.

The affidavit also alleges that Ridnour stated 
he could “just not remember killing her”, but 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

A Fort Madison firefighter shows how close firefighter Chuck Fullenkamp 
gets to a cone during some driving skills drilling Wednesday afternoon in 
the former Shopko  parking lot.

See IOWA, page 7
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Fire drill

See BUILDINGS , page 4

KROGMEIER

See DCI, page 5

RIDNOURSubmitted article from FMAAA
FORT MADISON – Ft. 

Madison Area Arts Association 
was one of 14 art centers in the 
state granted a $2,500 emer-
gency grant from Iowa Arts 
Council in their first round 
of funding from its Iowa Arts 
& Culture Emergency Relief 
Fund, aimed at losses sustained 
during the COVID-19 out-
break.

The council considered 285 
applications and handed out 
$191,000 and FMAAA Direc-
tor Brian Riggs said the money 
is welcomed but illustrates a 
bigger problem at the center.

FMAAA gets 
Iowa Arts 
Council grant

See ART, page 4
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FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.

OBITUARIES

CONNIE FERRILL
Connie Ferrill, 89, formerly a lifelong resident of 

Dallas City, IL, currently a  resident at Hickory Grove 
Assisted Living Center in Carthage, IL, passed away 
May 1, 2020.  Because of the Covid restrictions, she was 
only blessed with the surrounding arms of son Greg 
and daughter-in-law Deana.  She also heard over the 
phone the daily voices of the rest of her loving children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Connie was born May 7, 1930, the daughter of Virgil 
L. and Ruth Elma Nicol Logan.  On December 24, 1948 
she married Bobby H. Ferrill in Dallas City. He preced-
ed her in death on March 30, 2000.

Connie was a gentle, happy soul who absolutely loved 
her big two-story white house in Dallas City, her hus-
band of over 50 years Bob, her lively house full of five 
kids, and the ever present big yellow family lab dog.

At the age of 30 Connie taught herself how to paint 
with acrylic paints.  Through the years she dove into 
the history of Dallas City and the surrounding area.  
She discovered pictures of old area buildings and 
landmarks, some no longer standing.  She became an 
extraordinary artist and historian of this area, painting 
these buildings and landmarks, with her most tedious 
but beautiful being the once stately Dallas City High 
School.  She had art exhibitions in Burlington, IA, Ft. 
Madison, IA, and Dallas City, IL.  Many homes today 
display framed prints of her many, many prints of her 
beautiful paintings.  She completed her last full length 
picture less than a year ago at the age of 88 and dis-
played it at her art exhibit at the Dallas City Festival, 
July 2019.

She was preceded in death by her husband Bobby 
Hill Ferrill and infant daughter Becky, son William 
Gerald Ferrill, and four siblings Jean Kukuk, David 
Logan, Jerry Logan, and Robert Logan. 

She is survived by four children, Kathy (Dennis) 

Brumbaugh of Dallas City, IL; Steven Ferrill of Ma-
plewood, MO; Gary (Tina) Ferrill of Clifton, ME; and 
Greg (Deana) Ferrill of Dallas City, IL.

Also surviving are 16 grandchildren and numerous 
great-grandchildren, Bob Archibald (Kim) Tyler and 
Ty of Lincoln, NE; Jason Archibald (BreAnn) Dylon 
and Kevin, Fort Collins, CO; Ron Ferrill (Tiffany Todd) 
of Dallas City, IL; Megan Woodard (Ben Winke) Will 
Woodard, Tyler Winke and Brennen Winke, Burling-
ton, IA; Connie Wiley (Bryan) Ashlynne and Ryleigh, 
Carmen, IL; Todd Ferrill (Melissa) and Katelyn, 
Miffintown, PA; Eric Brumbaugh, Sadie, Joliet, IL; Amy 
Shengelia (Irakli) Nikolas, David and Max, Kirkwood, 
MO; Adam (Heidi) Brumbaugh, Aubrey, Jackson, 
Liberty and Annika, Geneseo, IL; Sara Ferrill (Damon 
Ferlazzo) Emma and Ella , Columbia,MO; Seth Ferrill,  
Asher and Wren Alice , St. Louis, MO; Kyle (Katharine) 
Ferrill and Asher, Eddington, ME; Travis (Katie) Ferrill, 
Amherst, ME; Laine Ferrill, Chicago, IL; Cody (Nikki) 
Ferrill, Easton and Reese, Danville, IA; Jacki (Chris) 
Wibbell, Hayden and Maci, Dallas City, IL; two sisters-
in-law Norma Logan and Mary Logan; and numerous 
other special nieces, nephews and close friends.

A family graveside service will be held at the Myers 
Cemetery at 10:00AM on Saturday, May 9, 2020 with 
Pastor Mark Nichols.  Others may pay their respects by 
driving to the cemetery but must remain in their cars 
during the service. 

A memorial has been established in Connie’s name.  
She loved Dallas City so much that the family will 
decide at a later date how best to use the memorial 
fund to honor her name in her dearly cherished town.  
Contributions may be sent to; Connie Ferrill Memorial 
Fund, c/o Banks & Beals Funeral Home, PO Box 70, 
Dallas City, IL 62330. To leave a condolence, please 
visit Connie’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

OBITUARIES

RODNEY J. 
BARTHOLOMEW

Rodney J. Bartholomew, 63, of West Point passed 
away on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 10:03 PM at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospital and Clinics.

He was born on April 7, 1957 in Ft. 
Madison to Paul J. and Joan M. Beger 
Bartholomew.   Bart was a graduate of Ft. 
Madison High School. On June 6, 1995 
he married Gina Marsh and they later 
divorced. Bart was a correctional officer 
for ISP and retired after forty-two years 
of service.  He enjoyed hunting, fishing 

and his trucks.  Bart was well known by so many and 
had countless friends.  His greatest love was his boys 
and spending time with them. 

Survivors include three sons, Tyler Bartholomew of 
Anamosa, IA, Shiloh Bartholomew of West Point and 
Josey Bartholomew of Dallas City, IL; two brothers, 
Robert Bartholomew of Ft. Madison and Ed (Kay) 
Bartholomew of Montrose; two sisters Cathy Grim of 
Tucson, AZ and Susan (Ray) Menke of Ft. Madison; 
several nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents. 

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  The family will be 
holding a Celebration of Life at a later date.  Online 
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

BARTHOLOMEW

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

http://www.smclrr.com
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://ymca360.org/
http://banksandbeals.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

“FMAAA sees this as 
a good news/bad news 
scenario. Although very 
thankful to have received 
this funding, the organiza-
tion was able to do so by 
showing that annual revenue 
has been over 30% negative-
ly impacted from the year 
before. The current situation 
has been a perfect storm for 
a productive non-profit that 
reaches 40 years of age in Ft. 
Madison next year,” accord-
ing to director Brian Riggs.

The second major hurdle 
occurred for FMAAA 
during a dismally wet Art-
in-Central Park in which the 
annual art fair was amaz-
ingly conducted by housing 
the artists vendors in the old 
Lee County Bank, the Kid’s 
Zone in Dollhouse Dreams, 
and musicians and food at 
FMAAA.

For the stalwarts that did 
check out the scene they 

noticed the bucket brigade 
collecting water leaking 
from the seams on the east 
side of the gallery, as the 
bands played on. That was 
a major rain, eight inches 
in two days. At this point 
FMAAA knew they had a 
problem larger than a hole 
created by the hotel/motel 
tax situation. The Board of 
Directors has been paying 
on a long-term contract for 
the property at 825 Avenue 
G for the last few years, 
choosing a permanent 
location for the cultural arts 
agency for the town. The or-
ganization has been caught 
by surprise on how quickly 
the leaking has moved to 
other sections of the interior 
of the gallery.

On March 17th the Board 
of Directors closed the 
doors to the daily program-
ming offered by FMAAA 
to the public. Prior to this 

FMAAA had been adver-
tising another great chapter 
of Expressions Art Auction 
that was set for April 4th at 
Quality Inn. Expressions 
Art Auction is the primary 
annual revenue stream for 
FMAAA and the Board will 
release information regard-
ing it’s reschedule.

Last year the FMAAA lost 
15% of anticipated revenue 
from the loss of percentage 
from hotel/motel revenue 
tax for that year due to 
an important push. All 
non-department fund-
ing was pulled from city 
budgets last year in order 
to complete the transac-
tion of the Amtrak station 
being moved to the Sante 
Fe depot. Everybody would 
love finalization of this long-
term city goal, especially the 
FMAAA which held sway 
for so many great years in 
the Burlington Northern 
depot bringing it to life. It is 
difficult to have that depot 
usage goal as yet unrealized.

All of these factors have 
led to a perfect storm that 
threatens the FMAAA’s abil-
ity to perform their regular 
duties once the “all clear” is 
given. Ft. Madison SIRCC 
has generously awarded a 
matching grant to FMAAA 
in order to Raise the Roof. 
FMAAA will need to raise 
$15000 in order to access 
the grant and can match up 
to $25000. If FMAAA can 
match the higher tier the die 
is cast to Raise the Roof at 
825 Avenue G. The Board 
of Directors will release 
word soon of our intentions. 
Any donations toward the 
Raise the Roof fund may be 
mailed to FMAAA at PO 
Box 565, Ft. Madison. As a 
501(c)3 non-profit dona-
tions for the roof are tax 
deductible.

This was the first round 
of grants from the new Iowa 
Arts & Culture Emergen-
cy Relief Fund, which is 
administered by the Iowa 
Arts Council, a division 
of the Iowa Department 
of Cultural Affairs. Grants 
awarded through this fund 
are intended to support the 
Iowa artists and nonprof-
its that have suffered the 
most, serving as a bridge 
between severe financial loss 
and other state and federal 
assistance.

“Artists and community 
arts organizations have been 
hit particularly hard by this 
emergency and are some of 
the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our industry right 
now,” Iowa Arts Council Ad-
ministrator David Schmitz 
said. “We want to help Iowa 
artists and these arts groups 
bridge the gap, so they 
can sustain a basic living 
until audiences and patrons 
return.”

Raise the Roof fundraiser  
underway for art center
ART - Continued from Page 1

set for March 30, but the 
coronavirus put those cases 
on hold.

“We’re gonna try and 
continue to work with the 
contractor and engineer to 
keep moving forward, but 
there’s not a lot we can do 
until we get in front of a 
judge,” Krogmeier said.

Bowker pressed Krog-
meier on why the city’s still 
working with them, when 
they haven’t been in commu-
nication.

“We need to be a bit more 
definitive,” Bowker said. “I’m 
a bit frustrated with this.’

Krogmeier said city staff 
was frustrated too, but the 
city has filed papers in North 
Lee County Court and the 
issue is in the hands of the 
court system.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said 
he was happy to even see a 
court date.

 “If they don’t cooperate, 

it’s until we get in front of 
a judge, but I’d be open to 
anyone’s insight there,” he 
said. “This continues to be 
frustrating. The street’s open 
but it’s nonetheless frustrat-
ing. And it’s not the only 
frustrating one, I can tell you 
that.”

Bowker asked what other 
avenues the city could take to 
move the process along.

“It’s a dual statement,” she 
said. “On one hand you’re 
saying we’re not hearing 
from them, and the other is 
we continue to work with 
them. If we’re not hearing 
from them is there any-
thing else we can do? It’s an 
eyesore.”

Krogmeier said he could 
continue to have attorneys 
send letters to the owner, 
but that would cost the city 
billable hours.

Overall, Mohrfeld said he 
was happy with the improve-

ment he’s seeing around the 
city.

The city still has barricades 
on the 8th Street side of the 
building cordoning off side-
walks. It wasn’t until March 
6, that the city reopened 8th 
Street after an engineer for 
the building’s owner Brian 
Humphrey told city officials 
the building was safe enough 
to reopen the street.

Lair said he has been 
talking with Krogmeier 
about another property, but 
didn’t disclose where that 
property was located.

 “Doug, we’ve been having 
conversations about one cer-
tain property, but I’m hoping 
this corona think is not going 
to lessen the amount of effort 
we’re giving on getting these 
people going,” Lair said.

 “Some properties in 
particular, instead of getting 
things done, it only made 
them worse.”

BUILDINGS - Continued from Page 1

City has property list for courts

http://www.grrwa.com
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onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

Wishing you a very happy
Mother’s Day

www.PenCityCurrent.com
PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
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Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition Sun-
day & Monday, May 10 & 11 due to the Mother’s 
Day holiday. Breaking news will continue to be 
published to our website and social media channels 
as it happens. The e–Edition will resume publication 
Tuesday, May 12.

FM Fire Chief outlines cities’ ambulance proposal
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Proposals from Keokuk and Fort Madi-
son fire departments to provide countywide ambulance ser-
vice were waived off Monday by a committee putting together 
recommendations for the county.

The committee, comprised of two county supervisors, a 
Keokuk physician, and several members of rural county fire 
and rescue departments, and co is leaning toward a proposal 
from American Medical Response, a subsidiary of Global 
Medical Response out of Dallas, Texas. AMR owns AirEvac, 
the aerial medical provider with a base behind Fort Madison 
Community Hospital.

The company is asking for $450,000 annually in supple-
mental funding from the county to bring a 3-ambulance 
service to Lee County starting July 1. A meeting has been set 
for Friday at 11 a.m. to question AMR on their proposal. That 
meeting is open to the public and can be accessed by calling 
1-312-757-3121 using access code 128-262-933.

The committee also received proposals from Lee County 
EMS Ambulance, which currently provides service in the 
county, and both Keokuk and Fort Madison fire departments.

Lee County EMS Ambulance said they will need $900,000 
next year starting July 1, to continue service, but said even 
that would require a review six months into the contract.

Committee member Dr. Phillip Caropresa, a Keokuk 
surgeon, said the city’s proposals weren’t as professional, but 

more importantly, city councils in those cities can vote the 
proposals down. Supervisor Gary Folluo said Tuesday he was 
expecting a single proposal.

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren said he’d told Folluo 
that the proposals would be submitted together, but would 
require a 28E agreement, because the cities are independent 
of each other, and separate federal and state licensing would 
be required for each city.

Keokuk City Administrator Cole O’Donnell, included 
a letter with the Keokuk proposal indicating although the 
submission is on behalf of the city of Keokuk, it was being 
submitted in conjunction with Fort Madison’s proposal.

Herren said the committee isn’t understanding the propos-
als from the city’s are a combined proposal. He said billing for 
Medicare and Medicaid requires different licensing as does 
the state Department of Public Health, but the service would 
be a combined county service.

“I turned them in together, but we’re two separate worlds.” 
Herren said. “We would sign a 28E and it would be no dif-
ferent from our fire agreement now where they would come 
help us and we go help them.”

Herren said the city’s will have start-up costs that are close 
to a million dollars for the ambulance rigs, cots, and equip-
ment and the proposals require initial loans to cover those 
costs that would be paid back over five years.

A budget prepared by city officials for north Lee County 
would be $1.7 million annually.

Herren said he looked at a city service 12 years ago and he 

said those costs are what scared city officials back then. But 
he said the two cities and the county can come up with a plan.

“If we would have all three sat down, Keokuk, Fort Madi-
son and the county, just got in a room and done this as a part-
nership instead of just throwing it out there with no rhyme or 
reason – I’ve put a lot of man hours into this.”

The Fort Madison proposal would require a $966,720 
annual county subsidy to Fort Madison in a five-year agree-
ment, which he admitted was a large number.

“That seems like a rather large number, but it is important 
to remember that approximately 40% of Lee County’s Gen-
eral Fund budget is paid by the citizens of the cities of Fort 
Madison and Keokuk,” Herren wrote in the Fort Madison 
proposal.

He also pointed to a program called Ground Emergency 
Medical Transport under the Iowa Department of Human 
Services, that allows publicly owned or operated emergen-
cy ground ambulance transportation providers to receive 
supplemental payments that cover the difference between a 
provider’s actual costs per transport and the Medicaid reim-
bursement.

He said that program, after two years of billable records, 
could bring that annual cost to the county in line with what 
Lee County EMS is asking for now. Herren said he questions 
how AMR can turn in a proposal with such a low commit-
ment from the county.

“I don’t think they’re looking deep enough in the weeds 
there,” he said.

said he went down to Calla-
han’s apartment to discuss a 
disagreement he had with her 
and “make things right”.

Investigators also learned 
that Callahan had recently 
undergone knee surgery and 
wasn’t able to walk without 
the assistance of a walker.

Prosecutors weren’t able 
to make a case in 2004 and 
current Lee County Attorney 
Ross Braden said he didn’t 
have a comment on what 
held the case up.

“It’s suspicious. She cer-

tainly didn’t get down there 
by herself,” he said.

But in 2017 the case was 
reopened during a cold case 
review by the Keokuk Police 
Department and the Iowa 
Division of Criminal Investi-
gation’s Major Crime Unit.

“An arrest was never made 
and the case went cold,” 
Braden said. “They’ve been 
working the case since I got 
to the county attorney’s office 
and had some evidence de-
velop that previously wasn’t 
there.”

Braden said he called in 
Scott Brown, an area prose-
cutor with the AG’s office, to 
assist in reviewing the case 
with Keokuk police and DCI 
agents.

Patricia Hall, one of Calla-
han’s grandchildren said she 
was thrilled to see the case 
reopened.

“The reopening of it was 
wonderful. It was good to see. 
Some of my aunts and uncles, 
my grandma’s kids, were just 
like, ‘Let it go,”,” Hall said.

“But I’m not that person 
and my mom’s not that 
person. I don’t know how you 

don’t want closure. But some 
of the others were super 
excited about it.”

During interviews con-
ducted in 2018 with witness-
es, investigators learned that 
Ridnour had allegedly told 
one witness that he needed 
to get out of town because he 
was a suspect in Callahan’s 
death, and that he left town 
shortly after making the 
statement.

Another witness told in-
vestigators in 2018 that Rid-
nour was concerned about 
his fingerprints being found 
in Callahan’s apartment.

In 2019 investigators spoke 
with Ridnour again about 
possibly being responsible 
for Callahan’s death. Ac-
cording to the April 30, 2020 
affidavit, investigators said 
Ridnour didn’t deny killing 
her, but allegedly stated 
again that he could “just not 
remember killing her” and 
“I didn’t mean it or want to 
hurt anyone”.

Braden said Brown will 
be handling the case for the 
state.

“I asked for the attorney 
general’s assistance with an 
area prosecution and Scott 

Brown’s taken the lead on it. 
He’s one of the most expe-
rienced prosecutors in the 
state,” Braden said. “They 
pitched Scott and myself 
and we decided to move 
forward.”

There are no statute of lim-
itation on charges for murder 
in Iowa.

Callahan had lived in 
Keokuk since 1960 and had 
been employed as a CNA at 
Montrose Health Care Cen-
ter, retiring in 1988. She had 
family throughout southeast 
Iowa, Illinois, Washington 
and California.

DCI - Continued from Page 1

Some Callahan family members happy with new charge

https://www.rashiddrug.com
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

http://www.grrwa.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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With Pilot Grove Savings Bank
 Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter
what your age, 
we can help you
plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

PEN CITY CURRENT
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dnr.iowa.gov.
The governor also light-

ened restrictions in the 22 
counties that were under 
tighter controls, including 
Des Moines and Henry 
counties in southeast 
Iowa.

Fitness centers are open 
by appointment only and 
can only allow a single pa-
tron at one time. Enclosed 
malls are reopened but 
at 50% capacity with no 
common area seating in 

food courts and no play 
areas, with other preventa-
tive measures in place.

Most retail establish-
ments are allowed to re-
open at 50%, but the proc-
lamation did not include 
restaurants and they must 
remain carry-out, delivery, 
or curbside pickup only.

The state saw 293 ad-
ditional positive cases in 
the past 24-hour reporting 
cycle that ended Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. There were also 

12 more deaths in the 
state bringing the total of 
deaths to 219.

LHCD officials are still 
highly recommending 
that residents continue to 
practice preventive mea-
sures to reduce transmis-
sion of COVID illness in 
the county by:

• Maintaining at least a 
six-foot physical distance 
apart from others when 
possible.

• Staying home when 
even mildly ill (the kind 
of illness that normally 

wouldn’t prevent you from 
your everyday activities)

• Covering coughs and 
sneezes with a tissue or 
your elbow/upper arm.

• Consider limiting ac-
tivities outside your home 
especially if you are older 
or have a chronic health 
condition

• Washing hands fre-
quently with soap and wa-
ter for at least 20 seconds.

• Calling your medical 
provider first if you need 
medical care and notify 
them of your symptoms. 

IOWA - Continued from Page 1

Reynolds lightens more state restrictions 

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
SPECIAL MEETING OF 

THE WEST POINT
CITY COUNCIL

WEST POINT, IOWA 
52656

MAY 4, 2020

Mayor Paul Walk-
er called the properly 
noticed special meeting 
of the City Council of 
the City of West Point to 
order in the Public Library, 
317 Fifth Street, West 
Point, Iowa 52656 on May 
4, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  In 
addition to Mayor Walker, 
the following indicated 
Council Members were 
present: Joe Loving; Brian 
Meierotto; Will Stueker-
juergen; Dan Waters; 
and, Bruce Wellman.  
Absent: None.  Tentative 
agenda was approved by 
consensus. Upon invi-
tation, Joe Merschman 
representing Merschman 
Seeds addressed the 
Council regarding their 
request to vacate a por-
tion of Avenue C between 
their buildings.  On motion 
approved Resolution No. 
779-20 to set and publish 
notice of public hearing 
on vacating a portion of 
Avenue C for May 11, 
2020 at 6:30 p.m. On mo-
tion meeting adjourned at 
5:40 p.m., May 4, 2020.

/s/ Paul Walker, Mayor
Attest: Diane E. Smith, 

City Clerk

PUBLIC 
NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

FAMILY SUPPORT 
WORKER

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a full-time 
Family Support Worker to 
provide in-home parent ed-
ucation and support ser-
vices to families enrolled in 
our  Healthy Families Amer-
ica home visiting program 
model.  Bachelor’s degree 
is required with knowledge/
experience in early childhood 
development; skills in pro-
moting positive parent-child 
interactions, and ability to 
use a family-centered ap-
proach with culturally diverse 
population. Extensive data 
collection and documentation 
is required. Please send or 
email resume to Missy Park, 
Program Manager at LCHD 
Box 1426,  Ft. Madison, IA 
52627 or to mmagee@lee-
countyhd.org by May 15, 
2020.  LCHD is an EOE.

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
http://www.dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:mmagee@leecountyhd.org
mailto:mmagee@leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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