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May & June

Editor’s Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
best read news articles 
from our website penci-
tycurrent.com, the top 
social media posts, and 
the photos that impressed 
the most readers from 
each month.

Each issue of 2019 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories & photos based on 
that data.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2019BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON- The 
goal for every generation 
and every human being 
should always be to try to 
make this world a better 
place than when they came 
into it.

That’s the exact life 
lesson Chuck Westfall 
was trying to instill in his 
godson, Alex Steffens-
meier, when he brought 
him along to help plant 
hundreds of acres of farm 
ground for his recently 
deceased friends.

“We’re training him to 
pay back, too,” Westfall 
said.

An early morning acci-
dent Sunday near Don-
nellson claimed the lives 
of LaVerne and Michael 
Faulkner of rural Farming-
ton, after a vehicle driven 

by Robert LeRoy Boyd was 
believed to have crossed 
the center line and struck 
the GMC Yukon LaVerne 
and Michael were riding in 
nearly head on.

The collision took place 
at just at about 1:15 a.m. 
Sunday morning on Hwy. 
2 near the intersection of 
140th Avenue.

Both were later pro-
nounced dead at an area 
hospital. According to the 
police report, Boyd was 
taken to the University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
and his condition was 
unknown Sunday.

A visitation will be held 
Friday, June 14 at the 
Schmitz Funeral Home 
in Donnellson at noon 
and the family will receive 
friends from 3:30 to 7 p.m. 
A graveside service will 
be held at Hickory Haven 
Cemetery in rural Farm-

ington at 10:30 a.m. with 
the processional leaving 
the funeral home at 10 a.m.

The accident is devastat-
ing for both the Faulkner 
family and the surrounding 
community. The impact of 

both LaVerne and Michael 
could clearly be seen in the 
events that followed their 
deaths shortly after.

Taking it upon them-
selves, Chuck Westfall 
and community members 

throughout the Donnellson 
area teamed up to help 
the Faulkner family finish 
planting its corn and bean 
crops on the Faulkner 
family farm located on the 
countryside in Donnellson.

Alex Steffensmeier was one of about a dozen neighbor farmers that 
helped plant the crops after LaVerne and Michael Faulkner were tragi-
cally killed in a motor vehicle accident in June 2019.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

24,426 views, 15,193 engagements - June 12, 2019

Farmers unite to help plant Faulkner farms

Bonaparte man takes to sky to 
find his stolen vehicle

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PEN CITY CURRENT

BONAPARTE – Area law enforcement 
officers have a new friend in the skies.

In what is sure to go down as one of 
the quirkiest crime stories of the year, 
a Bonaparte man took matters into his 
own hands to solve a string of burglar-
ies that resulted in him helping recover 
more than $5,000 of his own personal 
belongings, including a stolen firearm.

Owning three airplanes and knowing 
what kind of vehicle the suspect was 
driving, Dave Buford took to the air and 

assisted the Lee County Sheriff ’s depart-
ment with the arrest of a 16-year-old 
juvenile suspect Wednesday.

Buford, with a second aerial assist and 
ground support from friends and family, 
isolated the suspect and then called in 
the calvary to clean it up.

“It was fantastic,” Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Department Detective Chad Donaldson 
said.

“I couldn’t have asked for better direc-
tions. Ultimately, it ended up with us be-
ing able to take him into custody without 
incident (and) without anyone getting 
hurt. I don’t think the suspect had any 
idea that he was being surveilled from 
the air by this individual. It definitely 
helped bring this to a safe conclusion.”

24,205 views, 6,720 engagements - 
May 4, 2019 BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Two day care facilities in Donnell-
son are facing the possible revocation of their state license 
as a result of complaints filed by state officials last week.

Raisin’ Em On Up and Raisin’ Em Up Learning Center 
located in Donnellson were at the center of 15 complaints 
filed after visits in April from Iowa Department of Hu-
man Services representatives.

Raisin’ Em On Up, located at 100 N. Main Street 
according to the reports, had five complaints filed on 
Thursday following several unannounced visits by DHS 
consultants in April. The reports indicated that facility 
director Sarah Tweedy, who oversees operations at both 
facilities, had transported more than seven children in 
center transportation on multiple occasions.

DHS files complaints 
against day care center

19,500 views, 10,581 engagements - June 17, 2019
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See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A Fort Madison school official has 
expressed concerns about the effectiveness of the district’s 
shared baseball program with Holy Trinity Catholic High 
School.

Fort Madison Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater sent an 
email to the Fort Madison Community School District 
Board of Directors on Thursday, June 6 indicating Fort 
Madison players are losing opportunities due to the “heavy 
presence” of Holy Trinity players on the squad.

The current roster of the Bloodhound baseball team has 

25 Fort Madison High School players and 
five players from Holy Trinity.

In the email, Slater said she sees some 
problems with this latest sharing agree-
ment on the FMSCD side of things. She 
wrote that she is in disagreement with the 
philosophy that it doesn’t matter which 
school the student-athletes attend regard-

ing playing time.
A portion of the letter is printed below. Go to www.

pencitycurrent.com on June 14th for the complete letter.
“Good Morning.
As you know the district engages in sharing agreements 

on an annual basis that are approved by you as a board.  
The latest sharing agreement (baseball) has caused prob-

lems with the heavy presence of HTC players and coaches 
to the loss of opportunities for Fort Madison athletes.

I wanted you to know that I have shared these concerns 
as the FMCSD superintendent who is responsible for Fort 
Madison students- not Holy Trinity students- with (Dr.) 
Tim (Wondra) as board president.  I am making you aware 
of my concerns and a meeting planned to address these 
philosophical concerns with HS administration, AD, and 
coach.

To date, the first large team sharing agreement for the 
district, which happens to be with baseball, has been im-
plemented with the philosophy that it doesn’t matter where 
kids go to school…HTC or FM.  I disagree. Due to this 
philosophy and implementation coupled with the numbers 
from HTC has damaged opportunities for FM students. 

FMCSD’s Slater aired concerns over shared programs
20,667 views, 6,833 engagements - June 14, 2019

SLATER

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Three residents on the city’s east 
side have been taken to Fort Madison Community Hospi-
tal as a result of a dog attack.

Emergency crews responded to a LeeComm report of 
a dog attacking a small girl at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
near a residence just south of Putt-A-Round in the 300 
block of 1st Street.

According to Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig, Fort 
Madison police responded and the animal was engaged 
in attacking one of the victims and was shot and killed by 
an officer. Sittig said the dog was 40 to 50lb brown male 
boxer.

“We think the incident started inside and then spilled 
out into the yard,” Sittig said.

The 5-year old girl had been bitten on the cheek.
Another subject, a 49-year-old white male, suffered 

multiple bite wounds to his arms and legs, and was trans-
ported to Fort Madison Community Hospital.

A third subject, a 33-year-old male also suffered super-
ficial bite wounds, but experienced what Sittig described 
as possibly a stress-related cardiac emergency requiring 
CPR and defibrilation efforts.

“Our thinking is that could have been a stress-related 
cardiac event,” Sittig said. “The two men got involved at 
some point but we’re just not sure of all the details at this 
point.”

He said the dog lived at the residence and the girl was a 
visitor. The dog’s owner was also taken to the hospital for 
observation, but didn’t suffer any bites.

The dog was seized and has been taken to Park View 
Animal Clinic as evidence, and Sittig said officers are cur-
rently continuing the investigation and putting the pieces 
of the incident together to determine what happened.

Dog attack sends three to hospital
15,181 views, 9,979 engagements - June 14, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Police Chief Tim 
Sittig confirmed this morning to the Pen City Current, 
that he will be retiring as the city’s chief of police effec-
tive May 31.

Sittig started with the police force in late 2016 and 
has 33 years in police work in Iowa and 
Missouri and more than two decades as 
a chief, assistant chief and instructor.

“I haven’t been thinking about it for 
years, but for the last couple months, I 
suppose,” Sittig said.

“I started police work in 1986, so 
I’ve got 33 years plus a couple months 
in, with 10 years as a chief and 9 or 10 
years as an assistant chief. When the 
door closes behind me, I’m going to 

spend some time with the granddaughter and then see 
what comes up.”

Sittig also had a stint teaching criminal justice classes 
at Des Moines Area Community College. He said de-
pending on logistics and how retirement plays out, he 
may look at going back to teaching.

Sittig said he doesn’t know what the city’s transition 
will be.

“I’ve got to the point where I’ve got my time set and 
I’m working through that process and that would be 
question for David,” he said.

City Manager David Varley said the decision was not 
a complete surprise.

10,396 views, 4,547 engagements - May 5, 2019

Sittig steps down as 
FM police chief

SITTIG

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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https://www.fortmadisony.org/winter-sports-sampler/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION

An unidentified FM motorist got stranded in the flooded waters at 
20th Street/Ave.O Sunday morning at about 11a.m. BJ’s was able to 
pull the vehicle from the high waters. No injuries were reported.
17,377 views, 2,332 engagements - May 5, 2019 (Facebook post)

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Sheriff releases updated dog 
attack information

Editor’s note: Due to 
some discrepancies in 
information received on 
Friday, the Pen City Cur-
rent is running this release 
in it entirety without edit 
out of respect to the family, 
emergency responders and 
those close to this trage-
dy. The following is from 
Lee County Sheriff Stacy 
Weber:

“On 5-31-2019 at 
approximately 10:31 AM, 
the Fort Madison Police 
Department was sum-
moned to a dog attack at 
a home near the Old Iowa 
State Prison, 102 Ave C, 
in the City of Fort Mad-
ison.

Upon arrival, Officers 
found a large dog attack-
ing a man, lying on his 
back, in the grass of the 
front yard. The dog was 
very aggressive and would 
not release the man. The 
Officers on scene did have 
to discharge a weapon to 

dispatch the animal to 
stop the attack.

After Officers and First 
Responders rendered first 
aid to this victim, they 
encountered a 33-year-
old Dallas City man lying 
in the doorway suffering 
from the dog attack. This 
man was identified as 
Robert Joseph Quick. Mr. 
Quick requested the Offi-
cers help his daughter, age 
5, who had been bitten in 
the face by the dog. Mr. 
Quick had defended his 
daughter and undoubt-
edly saved her life by his 
actions.

The 5-year-old female 
was located and first aid 
was rendered. Unfor-
tunately, her father, Mr. 
Quick was later pro-
nounced dead at the Fort 
Madison Hospital ER 
after tremendous efforts 
to save his life on scene 
and by Medical Personnel 
were unsuccessful.

The Lee County Sher-
iff ’s Office would like 
to extend our deepest 
condolences to the family 
of Mr. Quick and all those 
involved with this tragic 
incident. The dog did not 
belong to any of those in-
volved but was being kept 
by the occupants of the 
aforementioned address 
for a family member.

A Go-Fund-Me Page 
has been established to 
assist the Quick Fami-
ly with burial expenses 
and this can be found on 
FaceBook.

The Fort Madison 
Police Department was 
assisted on scene by Fort 
Madison Fire Department 
Personnel, West Point 
Police and Lee County 
EMS.

This case is still under 
investigation pending 
autopsy results to deter-
mine the exact cause of 
Mr. Quick’s death.”

15,691 views, 9,669 engagements - June 1, 2019

Doherty new Hound football coach
BY ETHAN LILLARD

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – 
Pending school board 

approval, 
long-time 
assistant 
coach Derek 
Doherty will 
be the new 
head foot-
ball coach 

for the Fort Madison High 
School football team.

As head coach, Doherty’s 

goal is to turn his players 
into coffee beans.

Yes, Coffee beans.
Why?
“I tell our guys every 

morning in the weight 
room, ‘Be a coffee bean,’” 
Doherty explained. “If 
you put a carrot in boil-
ing water, it softens the 
carrot, it’s changed by it’s 
environment. If you put an 
egg in the boiling water, 
it becomes hard boiled, 
it’s changed by it’s envi-
ronment. But if you put a 

coffee bean in there, it’s no 
longer boiling water, it’s 
now coffee. It – changed the 
environment.”

As a science teacher, of 
course Doherty had to use a 
chemistry metaphor, but his 
team needs to take it heart 
in order to have success in 
2019.

“That’s one of the biggest 
things we need to do here 
is change the environment. 
We need to change the 
mentality and we need to 
change the culture. That’s on 
the forefront, that’s what we 
need to do there,” he said.

DOHERTY

9,744 views, 978 engagements - June 6, 2019

http://www.fmchosp.com
https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2019
Charles S. Abell III

Arthur Ritchey
Adkisson, Jr.

John Charles Allen
D. Darleen “Dee” Allison
Percy Franklin “Pooch” 

Ames Jr.
Charlotte Dyan Anderson

David J. Anderson
Dolores Anderson

Leonard D. Anderson
Nancy Marie Anderson

Robert W. Anderson 
Patricia C. Arie

Andrea Lea Arnold
Arlene Jane Arnold

Carlson
Adrienne Paige Bacon
William Edward Bailey

Betty J. Baker
Everett Leroy Baker

Brian E. Bandy
Karen Elizabeth Bangert

Richard Bangert
Jack Lee Barber

Doris Irene Bartlett 
Jeanette Bartlett-Scanlan
Ruth Katherine Basham

Gerald Oliver Baum
Eula Waneta Beach

Rita Jane Beach
Carol T. Beckman
Shane Allen Beebe

Phyllis Ilene Benner
Francis “Frank” A. Bentler

Joan M. Bentler
Mary Belle Bergmeier
Curtis Leon Bernand I

Thomas “Tom” W.
Bernhardt

Deborah Ann “Debi” 
Bishop

JoAnn Marie Blind
Ricky “Rick” Lee Blint

Terry L. Blint
Teresa M. Boecker

Harold Edward “Harry” 
Boeding 

Carolyn Kay
Bohnenkamp

Delbert H. Bohnenkamp
Lisa K. Bohnenkamp

Linda J. Boone
Betty Joan (Bostock) 

Radel
Jeffery Thompson Boyd

Harley “John” Boyer
Lola Mae Boyer

James “Jim” P. Bozarth
Patricia Frances Brandt 

Green Moehn
Gloria “Jean” Brasfield
Richard Paul Brasfield

Jesse Brewer
George Brown

Norma May Brown
Sharon Elizabeth Brown
Timothy Andrew Brown

Helen Leona Bruder
Anthony Douglas Bucher

Jaden Michael Budoff
William H. “Bill” Buntin 

Diana J. Burdette
David Wayne Burford

Dixie Lee Bush 
Martha Jean Butler
Tammy Jean Butler

Kevin William Califf
David W. Campbell

Virginia Ann (Folker) 
Carnes

Lois M. Cavanaugh
Marie A. Clark

Dustin Paul Clatt
Eileen Rose Clemons

Foster Earl Cline
Jerry Lee Colwell

Doris Evelyn Congdon
Dorothy Conger

Charles Lester Coovert
Charles “Chod” Coppage

Stanley Wesley Corns

William F. ‘‘Bill“ Courtney
Celia Mae Courtois

Ruth Covington
James “Jim” Crabtree

Jason T. Cramblit
William “Bill” P. Crom

Carroll “Tootie”
Cunningham, Jr.
Pamela Jo Daggs

Charles Frank Davis
Dorothy Maher Davis

Roger W. DeBuhr
Sandra Kay “Sandy” Deck

Paula De Kraai
Larry Lee Deming
D. Charlene Denly

Richard “Dutch” Eugene 
Denly

Eileen Rose “Lover” 
Denning

Danny L. Denson
Ronald W. Derrickson
Charles Arthur DeWitt

Sharon Kay Dial
Matthew Wendell Dickey 

Bernard John “BJ”
Dingman, Jr.

Raymond L. Donaldson
Esther L. Drollinger

Lynley Eugene “Earl” 
Duke

Melvin Duncan, Jr.
Virginia Edlen

Randall Joseph Eid
Thomas C. Ensminger

LaVerne Mark Faulkner
Michael Paul Faulkner

Virgil A. Fedler
Dennis Paul Feikert

Margaret L. Fett
Robert W. Fields

Dale Thomas Fincher
Brandon Scott Fitzgerald
Jesse Franklin Foglesong, 

Sr.
Stephen Ray Folker

Donald E. Ford
David Canby Fortado

Judy M. Foss
Kenna Lea Fraise

Steven Lynn Francis
Susan J. Francis

Sharran A. Freeman
Dacia Nicole Fry

Agnes M. Fullenkamp
Marline J. Gabbert

Alice I. Gabel
Donna Marie Galbreath 

Robbins
Marlene Gertrude
(Galland) Burnett

Tambra Jean Gallion
Edna Lucille Garmoe

Donetta J. Gaylord
Gloria Giberson

Kory James Gilbert
Norvin A. “Jake” Gilchrist

Karen K. Gillett 
Mary Beth Gillett

George Eugene Gimbel
Michael B. Glenn

Jack Goetz
Mary Louise Gorham

Charles L. Graf
Kenneth A. “Kenny” 

Grant
Juanita Maxine Gray

Robert W. Green 
Kathryn “Grandma Kay” 

Greenslaugh Schmitz
Richard David “Davy” 

Greenwald
Duane A. Grelk

Twila Nadine Groene
Joe Grubor

Stephanie Margaret
“Stevie” Guzman

Mona L. Haas
Noble D. Hadnot

Jerry Francis Hanks
Steven J. Harmeyer

Tammy Elizabeth Hart

James L. “Jim” Hartley
Velma Lavon Hasenclever

Daniel Hawkins
David Craig Hawthorne

Catherine “Kit” Elizabeth 
Hayden

Virgil H. Hellige
Dovetta Helmers

Donald Wayne “Don” 
Hendrix

DeEtta B. “Dee” Herdrich
Harold E. “Shorty”

Herdrich
Mona Hibbert 

Deborah L. Higgins
Doris Joann Higgins

Patricia Elizabeth Hoenig
Phillip Francis Hoenig
Melvin Gene Holman

Clarence B. “Sage”
Holtkamp

Constance Jean Holtkamp 
Hughes

Margaret Elizabeth
Holtkamp Schierbrock 
Bruce William Hopp

William “Bill” Hoskins
Deborah Lee (Hovis) 

Hellman
Andrea “Andi” Hesse

Carol Esther Hill
Dennis Lee Huffman

Daniel J. Hundt
Genevieve E. Hunsaker

Judith K. “Judy” Huprich
Dorothy Darlene Hyatt

Tracy Jo Hymes
Nicholas Charles Jackson

Joseph Patrick Jacobs
Wendell Jacobsmeier

Cheryl Lynn Jaspersen
James Cornealius

James “Jay” D. Jeffries
“Jimmie” Jinkens
James F. Jinkins

Donald Dean Johnson
Leonard Wayne Johnson

Doris I. Jones
H.D. “Buck” Jones
Iris Darlene Jones

Yvonne Juhl
Robert Henry “Bob”

Kassmeyer
William Ted Katsumes

Laura D. Kautzky
Erin Keith

Linda L. Kent
Donald Isaac Kerr, Jr.

Hillis Edward Kerr
William ‘‘Bill“ Kerr

JoAnn Kettering
Terry Eugene King

Patti Jo Kinman
Kenneth Lloyd Kirchner

Charles Louis Kite, Jr.
Joyce Mary (Scott) Klann

Patricia “Pat” A.
Knustrom

Ruby Louise Korschgen
John Edward Kraft

Carl J. Kraus
Sister Marilyn Kraus, 

CHM
Francis H. “Charlie”

Krogmeier
Mary Ann Krogmeier

Richard W. Krow
William M. Kryzak, Jr.

Dixie M. Lair
Sarah Mae Land

Dorothy Lange-Vance
Annette Laughary

Ann Margaret Leeper
James A. Leggett

Pamela Joyce Lewis 
Hunter

Helen Ann Liddle
Leland Edward Linquist
Dr. Robert “Bob” Perry 

Lorey
Barbara J. Lozano, 74

John F. “Jack” Lutzen, Jr.
Randy L. Manewal

Robert “Bo” Berl Mason
Gordon Lynn Matlock

Donald E. Mayer
John G. “Jack” McCannon
Franklin Monroe “Frank” 

McCarl
Iva S. McCarl-Gemming

Louise Elizabeth McClary
Karen Lynn McClelland
Virginia Ann McKoon

Haley Elizabeth McManus
James E. McMurry
Gregory Lawrence

Meierotto
James Wayne Meierotto

FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

http://www.smclrr.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
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Carolyn Jean
Merschbrock

Marvin Edward
Merschman

Beverly Jean Mertens
Bonnie Lee Metternich

Lucy E. Miller
Rafael Mirelez Vela

Bernice “Annie” Mitchell
Leroy R. Moeller
Anna L. Molina

Joan C. Molzhon
Ethyl M. Montgomery

Darrel S. Morris
Victor Duane Munford

Kasie J. Nafziger
Marijane P. Nall

Rita Naumann Ballinger
Norma I. Nave

Dwight Bernard Nelson
Colonel (Ret.) Stephen J 

Neuendorf
Mary A. Neuweg

Betty June Newberry
Esther Ann Newberry

Sharon K. Nichols-Kline
Donald L. Niggemeyer
Robert F. Niggemeyer 

James Rae Nixon
Flora Patton Odom

Joseph “Joe” Lloyd O’Shea
Susan O’Shea

Rubey Ott
Cheryl Owings

Carol K. Packard

Richard Arthur “Dick” 
Page, Sr.

Joseph Charles Papaccio
Eric Grant Pardall

Pauline Paris
Hamilton E. Parker

Karen Parrack
Girishbhai Patel

Deanna Sue “Dee” Pealer
Vernon E. Peck
Eileen M. Peitz

Jeannette Marie Pence
Jack E. Perry

Franklin “Frank” James 
Peterson

Muril Dee Phillips
Christopher John Pidgeon

Harry Edward Pieper
Sammy E. Mayfield Pierce

Kenneth “Kenny”
Pilkington

Dorothy L. Pindell
Robert Lee Pitford
Rhonda Kay Pitts
Gary R. Pohren

John W. Pollpeter
Carl “Mike” Pulis

Mr. R. Joseph Quick Jr.
Loren Michael “Mike” 

Rahn
Patrick A. Rahn

Carroll Lee Rairden
Dorothy M. Ramsey
Jana Elaine (Ramsey) 

Heule Ziegler

Viola M. Ramsey
Melvin Francis
Rauenbuehler
Gary A. Rea

Leslie Leann Real Jones
Pastor George Harry 

Redd Sr.
John Raymond Reddick
Christopher Alan Reed

Mary Frances Rees
Michael Joseph Regan, Jr.

Betty J. Rehm
Andres “Andy” Reyes
Gary William Rhum

Donald Blair Richardson
Norbert G. Rickelman

Judy H. Roberts
Patrick W. Roberts

Wendy Anne Roberts
Leland Maurice Robinson

Janet Ann Rooney
Larry George Rounds

Vera H. Royce
Carolyn Mae Rube
Michael Ray Rudd

Thomas Shadwell Rump
CaLove Lynn Sackman
Michel R. Sanderson

Aria Laine Skylar
Sampson

Eustolia T. Sanchez
Austin R. Sandrock M.D.

Kim Sawyer
Cornelius Herman 

(Dutch) Schakel

Sandra “Sandi” Schmidt
Julia Norreene Schmitt

Sue Ann Schmitz
Dorothy I. Schock

Gary O. Scholl
Linda N. Schrader

Margaret “June”
Schroeder

Dr. Melanie Joan Schulte
Rae Ann Schwartz

Kathryn Scott
Ralph D. Seager

David Stewart “Dave” 
Seeley

Stephen L. Seyb
James “Jim” Shelton
Lloyd William “Bill” 

Shriver
Sherry M. Simpson
Gene Oveston Sisk

Nancy Skiles
Alberta Rosina Smith

Bryan Lee Smith
James Lewis Smith
Joe Thomas Smith
John Dale Smith

Fr. Mark P. Spring
Saraphina Nicole Stark

John E. Stauffer
Richard Wade St. Clair
Harold Richard Stein

James F. Stevenson
Duane “Toby” Eugene 

Stigall
Vicki L. Stinson

Larry G. Stockwell
Linda S. Storms

Cecilia Rose Catherine 
Stotts

Margaret “Peggy” Jean 
Stroder Swartzbaugh

Mary Elizabeth Sweezer
Louise Marie

(Walkowiak) Listebarger 
Shultz

Iona Marie Siegrist
Mary Maxine Simon
Carol Sue Simpson
Thomas “Jack” Tate

Michael Edward Taylor
Pamela June Taylor

Clinton Andrew Tebbs
Melba A.

Therme-Steinhilber
Olive Lorene Thorn

Stephen Tibbitts
Harriet Ann Timmerman
Lisa Kathleen Tolmosoff

Robert Dean Toops
Gary Burl Townsley
Elaine Kay Traman

Helen M. Turtle
Larry “Shane” Tuttle

Daniel “Dan” Tweedy
Mary Kathleen Ullrich

Eric “Giz” Vajentic
Ronald D. Van Niewaal

Joseph Michael Vaughan
Patricia L. VerDught

Donald J. VerKruyse Sr.

Sandra Jean “Sandie” Vest 
Campbell

Hunter Anthony
Vorwaldt

James Henry Wagner
Avis E. Wallett

David L. Wallingford
Leroy Joseph Walljasper
Pamela Ann Waterman

William “Bill” E.
Waterman

Danne Q. Weiler
George Bernard Welding

Jean Lucille Wenke
Julie Ann Wessel

Richard Allen Whaley
Zita M. Wiebler

Wanda Jane Wilken
Paul Joseph Wilkens
Raymond William 

Watznauer
Max Clair Westercamp

Jack R. Whisenand
Julian Thomas White

Zita M. Wiebler
David Merle Wilson

Sue Winnike
Erma R. Wolgemuth
Suzanne Marie Wood
Rebecca Jo “Becky”

Worster
Allen Wayne Wright

Carol A. Wyatt
Robert L. Young

We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2019

With Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
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www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Open to the Public!
Cash Prizes!

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Coach, superintendent clash over playing time
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A current Fort Madison High 
School coach has shed light on alleged interference 
from Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater on behalf of her 
son, who just finished his junior year.

Ryan Wilson, the head basketball coach at Fort Mad-
ison High School, confirmed on Monday morning that 
he was called to a meeting with Slater in January, where 
the superintendent mandated that her son get 16 min-
utes of playing time at the junior varsity level, or Wilson 
would be fired.

Pen City Current had referred to varsi-
ty sports action in an editorial that ran on 
Sunday. And although her son has played 
both varsity baseball and basketball, Wil-
son confirmed that the issues discussed 
focused on junior varsity playing time 
only, and the Current regrets that error.

“The thing that I want to accomplish is 
just getting this out there. Knowing that this isn’t what 
Fort Madison is about. And we don’t want to contin-
ue to lose great people in our community, staff in the 
district, community leaders, teachers, coaches, players, 
whoever,” Wilson said.

Wilson said he was called to a meeting Jan. 5 at Slat-
er’s office in the central office building at 11:30 a.m. The 

meeting included Slater, Fort Madison Athletic Director 
Jeremy Swink, and Wilson.

 “At that meeting it came down to there would be a 
revamping of the athletic department and my job would 
be posted if playing time expectations weren’t met for 
her son,” Wilson said.

 “I couldn’t believe it happened. I walked out of the 
meeting shocked and appalled that this meeting just 
took place. It was a matter of now I gotta figure out a 
plan to make this happen.”

He said Slater’s expectations equated to half a game in 
the junior varsity contests.

Pen City Current provided Dr. Slater with Wilson’s 
comments via email after contacting her for the article, 
and Slater responded via email Monday night.

WILSON

15,282 views, 6,703 engagements - June 14, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

Spring storms have wreaked havoc 
on communities up and down the river 
this year, but we think a different kind 
of storm has been brewing in Fort 
Madison – and the first crack of light-
ning hit earlier this week.

Pen City Current reported on an 
email that showed Fort Madison Su-
perintendent Dr. Erin Slater is unhappy 
with the playing time Fort Madison 
athletes are getting in shared programs 
with Holy Trinity Catholic, specifically, 
the baseball program.

Another crack of lightning came on 
Saturday, when a video surfaced show-
ing Slater’s husband, Scott, confronting 
Fort Madison High School basketball 
coach Ryan Wilson at a camp in Quin-
cy, Ill.

Apparently, it’s not the first time 
Scott has been observed being ver-
bally aggressive at Fort Madison 

High School events. Dr. Tim Won-
dra, FMCSD school board president, 
confirmed last week that Scott was 
suspended for one game by Slater, for 
behavior at a baseball game earlier this 
season that was in violation of team 
rules.

Scott Slater was also reprimanded by 
an official for behavior at a basketball 
game last year between Holy Trini-
ty Catholic and Fort Madison High 
School played at HTC’s gym.

The sound from Saturday’s video is 
barely audible, but it’s clear Scott Slater 
says to Wilson ‘you’re vindictive’. No 
one will dispute that there are two sides 
to every story. At the same time, no 
one will dispute that conduct is unbe-
coming, at the very least. With the al-
leged track record, action needs taken.

The school board needs to also take 
a hard look at Slater’s comments in her 
email to the board. Slater has a son 
who plays on the baseball team and 
hasn’t seen a lot of varsity action. He 
also played in a bench role on the var-
sity basketball team, again with limited 
playing time.

Editorial - Board needs to address concerns
14,000 views, 5,169 engagements - 
June 6, 2019

Response from the Slater 
Family:

The Slaters were extreme-
ly disappointed in your 
ill-informed opinion piece. 
Has the Superintendent not 
earned any respect for her 
hard work and contributions 
to the community?

The Superintendent did 
not affect any varsity playing 
time for her son. As a junior 
in 2018-2019, Max was at or 
near the bottom of min-
utes played for the varsity 
basketball team. Check 
the game records. Max has 
never played nor pitched one 
inning for varsity baseball. 
Check the game records.

Dr. Slater strongly dis-
agrees with the school board 
on the issue of team sport 
sharing agreements, especial-
ly with HTC. Team athletics 

such as baseball, softball, 
and such are the only sports 
where varsity playing time is 
at the sole discretion of the 
coach. Other sports such as 
track, tennis, and such allow 
for individual competition to 
determine varsity spots. Dr. 
Slater believes only if FMHS 
does not have the partici-
pation numbers or facilities 
should sharing agreements 
for team sports be used. Dr. 
Slater believes that these 
athletic opportunities should 
go to Fort Madison public 
school student-athletes. 
Every time an HTC play-
er takes the field, they are 
taking away opportunities 
from FMHS student-athletes, 
most of which don’t have the 
financial means to attend a 
private school.

Dr. Slater did nothing 
wrong. The Superintendent 
simply advocated for the 

FMCSD families she was 
hired to serve and represent.

As to baseball, you have 
completely misled your read-
ers. Check the game records. 
In actual innings played, 
based upon 8 players (pitch-
ing excluded) in the field, 
HTC players have accounted 
for an estimated 30-35% of 
the playing time. Apparently 
all that matters are wins, not 
how and at what cost those 
results are attained.

The Superintendent has 
been frustrated with the cul-
ture and past performance of 
the FMHS athletic depart-
ment and tried to make 
positive changes but has had 
little support. Dr. Slater even 
had to weather an attempted 
“coup” by Ryan Wilson last 
year when he tried to rally 
other FMHS coaches into 
“striking” over perceived 
slights. Ryan Wilson holds 
a strong grudge against Dr. 
Slater.

Superintendent’s family says 
editorial was ill-informed

16,845 views, 6,962 engagements - June 17, 2019

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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Sonny’s : The Other Side

Catering & Banquet Room

Call us for your next event
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & 
quiet with free 
YMCA mem-
bership in-
cluded. 2 bed-
rooms, some 
with decks/
patio. Stove, 
refr igerator, 
d ishwasher, 
built-in micro-

wave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable security 
deposit $300. Must pass background & credit checks 
(no felonies). Large backyard with picnic tables & glid-
er swing in very nice, quiet neighborhood. Rents range 
from $525-$615. Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laun-
dry rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers 
(located in all buildings). On-site manager. 

Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115
for appointment to view.

Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

BY CHUCK
 VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An 
accident that happened at 
about 5 p.m. on Sunday 
on the south crest of Old 
Denmark Hill sent local au-
thorities into action looking 
for a suspect, thought to be 
armed.

Law enforcement from the 
Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment, Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office, and Iowa State Patrol 
began a search that lasted 
about 90 minutes in the 
vicinity of 10th Street to 
15th Street in the woods just 
south of where a motorist 
rolled a vehicle on Old Den-
mark Hill.

Fort Madison Police Chief 
Tim Sittig said at about 5 
p.m., maybe slightly before, a 

report came in about a crash.
“According to witnesses 

one occupant got out and 
tried to flee the area, but was 
either stopped or medical 
found her in the woods. She’s 
at the hospital now with un-
known injuries,” he said.

 “There was an indication 
there might have been a sec-
ond party in the car, which is 
why we have all the response 
here and the dog,” he said.

He said the woman was 
confused when questioned 
and the information the 

police have at this time is 
sketchy. But he said police 
did pick up another person 
on warrants from a name the 
woman gave, but Sittig said 
he’s not sure if the suspect 
is connected to the incident 
or not.

Fort Madison Police officer Dustin Fullhart stands by as a vehicle in-
volved in a May accident is pulled from the woods just off the south crest 
of Old Denmark Hill. The accident triggered a three-agency search for 
a possibly armed suspect.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Weird accident leads to city manhunt
11,930 views, 6,262 
engagements - May 19, 
2019

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Central 
Lee’s school board is holding 
a special session on Friday at 
noon, to vote on a contract 
approval that would install 
current Fort Madison High 
School Band director Tracy 
Madsen as the district’s new 
vocal music director.

The agenda was sent 
out on Thursday morning 
announcing the special 
sessions. There are no other 
agenda items listed on the 
notice other than to also ac-
cept the resignation of Jason 
Woodley as the Vocal Music 
Director/District Social 
Media Coordinator.

Central Lee Superinten-
dent Dr. Andy Crozier, said 
the special meeting was set 
due to the late nature of the 
hire.

“If this was April we’d 
wait until the board meet-
ing. But since it’s June we 

wanted to give him time to 
resign his current contract 
and the Fort Madison 
district time to post the 
position,” Crozier said. “And 
most teachers won’t resign 
positions until they have a 
new contract, so because 
it’s already June we moved 
more quickly.”

Madsen was hired as the 
Fort Madison school’s band 
director in 2009. Several 
attempts to contact Fort 
Madison school officials for 
comment Thursday morn-
ing were unsuccessful.

Madsen declined to 

comment on the hiring 
when contacted Thursday 
morning.

Crozier said the move 
helps bring some stability to 
the department at Central 
Lee.

“We are extremely excited 
to bring a talented individ-
ual like Tracy Madsen to 
Central Lee,” Crozier said.

“We’ve had three vocal 
directors in three years and 
this provides stability in our 
program and provides us 
with an extremely talented 
person. This is a home run 
hire.”

10,221 views, 3,008 
engagements - June 13, 
2019

Central Lee hires Madsen to lead vocal dept.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – He kept music alive in Fort Mad-
ison. That’s the legacy of Lewis Lee Vincent, who passed 
away Tuesday at his home in Fort Madison.

According to his daughter Kathleen, Lewie battled epi-
lepsy and died unexpectedly Tuesday morning at his home.

“He was born in the Woodstock generation and him and 
his friends just listed to music all the time. They were just 
raised around that type of environment and he kept that 
alive in this town,” Kathleen said.

His nephew Chris, who now owns Vinnie’s Longbranch 
with his wife Tara, said that was Lewis’ legacy.

“His love of music is the one thing that stands out,” 
Chris said. ‘He loved listening to it, watching it and sing-
ing to it.”

As late as this past Sunday, Kathleen took Lewis to the 
Chicago Open Air show in Bridgeview Ill. to listen to 
Tool, an American rock band formed in the 1990s in Los 
Angeles.

She said music was always a part of his life and he 
fought hard to hang onto that passion, and then bring it 
along as part of the business when he took over Vinnie’s 
tap from his grandfather Earl, the original “Vinnie”.

Kathleen said Vinnie’s has been in the family since her 
grandfather opened the Glass Bar in 1946 on the same 
strip in what is now the Santa Fe Village in the 2600 and 
2700 block of Avenue L.

She said the bar’s been in four locations since it was 
opened in 1946 and Lewie was always a part of that scene 
since his childhood.

When he was a young teenager, Kathleen said Lewis 
wanted to go out to Woodstock and Earl, a navy veteran 
and businessman wouldn’t let his son go, so he ran off 
with a friend to Colorado. The vehicle they used broke 
down and they had to pick strawberries for money to find 
a way home.

“That’s how passionate he was about music,” she said. 
‘My grandpa was in the military in the Navy and was a 
businessman and family man, and he didn’t understand 
the music scene back then.”

“Lewie” Vincent 
of Vinnie’s Tap 

dies
10,156 views, 3,152 engagements - May 22, 2019

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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While we’re away on our Winter Break, we’re working behind the 
scenes to bring you a fresh new Pen City Current e–Edition and 
website for the new year.

Thank You for Your Friendship & Patronage!
We’re Wishing You Happiest of New Years!

www.PenCityCurrent.com
PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 • News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)316.3621

1/3 MID-DAY
5 8 0

 1/3 EVENING
9 0 0

  1/3 MID-DAY
2 4 2 3

 1/3 EVENING
9 2 2 0

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

1/3
37 41 42 53 63
Mega Ball: 16
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – The roof is on, the 
walls are up and construction continues to 
plug away as Holy Trinity Catholic closes 
in on a July 4 deadline to have it’s $6 mil-
lion new elementary school completed.

HTC Principal Michael Sheerin said the 
project is right on budget even with a cou-
ple change orders to better serve students.

Construction crews crawled around 
the facility Thursday afternoon, installing 
ceiling tiles and sealing dry wall joints as 
the two floors begin to show the shape of 
what is to come this summer.

“There are still estimating the end of 
May for the building construction, howev-
er the flooring and the furnishings will be 
in place by the end of June,” Sheerin said.

Support local journalism. Make your 
Pen City Current subscription donation 
here.

Holtkamp Floors Decor & Furniture in 
Fort Madison will be finishing the project 
as far as floors and most of the furnish-
ings.

One of the main focuses of the class-
room set up has been an open and collab-
orative structure. Sheerin said most of the 
classrooms are expandable to accommo-
date large group learning, while still being 
able to provide more focused individual 
learning.

The panels that separate classroom space 
are equipped with white boards, so when 
the panels are closed it provides additional 
learning equipment.

The rooms will also have 1 of 15 70” 
Smart panel monitors that are completely 
integrated with each other. Sheerin said 
it adds the technology required of today’s 
teaching, while allowing an additional 
safety measure by permitting emergency 
messaging to all classrooms.

He said the school will also go to 1 
gigabyte bandwidth between the systems 
schools.

HTC holds to summer building 
completion date

8,926 views, 987 engagements - May 
3, 2019

BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON – An 
early morning accident near 
Donnellson has claimed the 
lives of two area men and 
left another hospitalized.

According to Iowa State 
Patrol reports, at about 
1:17 a.m. Sunday morning 
a 2000 Ford pickup driven 
by Robert LeRoy Boyd, 28, 
of Kahoka failed to negoti-

ate a curve in the road on 
Highway 2 at 140th Avenue 
west of Donnellson.

Investigators believe that 
Boyd overcorrected crossed 
the center line and struck 
a 2005 GMC Yukon driven 
by Laverne Mark Faulkner, 
63 of Farmington nearly 
head-on.

Faulkner, and a passen-
ger in the vehicle, Michael 
Paul Faulkner, 39, also of 

Farmington, were trans-
ported to area hospitals by 
Lee County EMS where 
they were pronounced 
dead.

Boyd was taken to Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospitals 
and Clinics by Lee County 
EMS and his condition is 
unknown.

According to the ISP 
crash investigation report, 
none of the three were 
wearing their seatbelts at 
the time of the accident.

June crash on Hwy. 2 kills two 
from Farmington

9,235 views, 4,784 engagements - June 9, 2019

BY PCC STAFF

WEVER – Nearly two years ago, Iowa 
Fertilizer Company (IFCo) officially began 
production at its manufacturing facility in 
southeast Iowa. In that time, the company 
has met and in many cases exceeded pro-
duction expectations to provide U.S. farmers 
with a domestic and stable source of nitrogen 
fertilizer products. As part of IFCo’s normal 
business practices, the plant will undergo 
a planned shut down in order to complete 
routine cleaning and maintenance. This shut 
down period will run from July 6, 2019 until 
early August.

This routine maintenance period, which is 
called a “Turnaround,” allows for the inspec-
tion of the plant’s equipment and necessary 
repairs as part of the company’s longstand-
ing commitment to the safety of the facility,  
employees, and the community at large, 
including the protection of the surround-

ing environment. Turnarounds also ensure 
reliable and efficient production at or above 
required capacities through the next several 
years of continuous operation.

“At Iowa Fertilizer Company, safety is the 
foundation of our business,” said IFCO’s 
Managing Director Darrell Allman. “As 
part IFCo’s normal business operations, our 
planned shutdown in July through early 
August will allow us to continue meeting 
production goals and to do so safely and in 
an environmentally friendly manner. During 
this timeframe, the company will invest tens 
of millions of dollars locally that will contin-
ue to drive economic growth throughout our 
community.”

The planned shutdown at IFCo will include 
up to 600 new temporary workers onsite 
and a total investment of approximately $30 
million, which will help support a wide range 
of local businesses throughout Lee and Des 
Moines counties. During the Turnaround, 
the community will likely see increased 
activity at the plant and additional traffic in 
the area.

9,596 views, 3,074 engagements - 
June 28, 2019

Fertilizer plant shut down for 
four-week maintenance 

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
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24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – In a large-scale coordinated ef-
fort local law enforcement agencies have captured a 
fugitive they had been looking for since Thursday.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said Wednesday 
Skylar Stark, 32 of Montrose, was taken into custody 
without incident Tuesday afternoon in West Point 
after authorities were tipped off to his location.

Stark was wanted after allegedly swiping a white 
Oldsmobile from a rural Lee County residence last 
week, in addition to several warrants out of Keokuk 
for robbery and 1st-degree burglary and was consid-
ered dangerous.

“The public can stand down and we want to thank 
everyone who helped us bring this man into custo-
dy,” Weber said this morning.

“We 
want to 
reiterate 
that we are 
continuing 
to inves-
tigate this 

case and anyone who has assisted, aided or abetted 
Mr. Stark in anyway will be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law.”

Others arrested in connection with Stark’s appre-
hension to this point are Jarrod Hagmeier, no age 
listed, and Jesse Winslow McGee, Jr., 40. Both are 
facing charges of aiding and abetting.

Weber wouldn’t go into detail on how authorities 
learned of Stark’s Tuesday whereabouts, but said if 
the case goes to trial it should come out at that point.

“We don’t want to give out to much in the way of 
investigations as it can give the people were looking 
for a heads up,” Weber said.

Stark is currently in the Lee County Jail on two 
bonds, one of which is a $55,000 cash only and the 
other is a $13,000 surety contempt bond.

Weber said the investigation was a joint effort 
with the assistance 16 different Iowa, Illinois and 
Missouri law enforcement agencies including: 
Keokuk Police Department, Lee County Narcotics 
Task Force, Iowa Division of Narcotics Enforce-
ment, Iowa State Patrol, Montrose Police Depart-
ment, West Point Police Department, Donnellson 
Police Department, the Lee County Attorney’s 
Office, Washington County Sheriff ’s Office, Missou-
ri State Highway Patrol, Clark County, Mo., Sheriff ’s 
Department, Cedar Rapids Police Department, 
Burlington Police Department, Lewis County Mo., 
Sheriff ’s Department, Quincy Police Department 
and Hannibal Police Department.

It should be noted that all defendants are pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of 
law.

5-day search through county nets three arrests
7,398 views, 2,561 engagements - May 15, 2019

STARK HAGMEIERMCGEE

BY PCC STAFF

CARTHAGE – Hancock County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the family of Patricia McDowell, requests the 
public’s assistance in searching for Patricia. Patricia 
was last seen Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at about 
6:30am. Patricia is 74 years old. Patricia is 5’4” tall 
and about 140 pounds. 

She has brown hair and blue eyes. Patricia has 
recently experienced memory loss and confusion 
and depression. She may be near a a2012 Buick 
LaCrosse with Illinois license plate ZV36508.

If Patricia is located please call 911 immediately or 
if any person has information that would help locate 
Patricia please call Hancock County Sheriffs office 
at 217-357-2115.

8,255 views, 2,502 engagements - May 23, 2019

Hancock County 
searches for missing 

woman in MayBY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
Burlington woman has 
been charged with 2nd 
degree theft in con-
nection with a bizarre 
incident Sunday that had 
area law enforcement 
looking for an armed 
suspect.

Fort Madison Police 
Chief Tim Sittig said 
Monday afternoon that 
24-year old Karissa 
Coughenour, of Burl-
ington has been charged 
with theft and is current-
ly in the Lee County Jail. 
The theft is a Class D 
felony under Iowa law.

The charge stems from 
a theft of the vehicle 
from a Fort Madison 
residence Sunday. At 
4:52 p.m. Fort Madison 
Police were called to a 
scene on the crest of Old 
Denmark Hill where 
Coughenour allegedly 
lost control of the vehicle 
and sent it vaulting into 
the woods southbound.

Coughenour was 
discovered by emergen-
cy crews in the woods 
after she was able to get 
free of the vehicle, but 
couldn’t give police ad-
ditional information on 
any other people associ-
ated with accident or the 
theft.

The woman was 

taken to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital 
after being tended to by 
emergency responders 
and questioned by Fort 
Madison Police. After 
being treated for minor 
injuries she was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and 
held.

“She was playing the 
game pretty good with 
officers,” Sittig said.

Several reports from 
witnesses in the area said 
they heard what sound-
ed like gun shots just 
prior to the incident, but 
Sittig said police have no 
information connecting 
those with the incident.

“At this point, we don’t 
think they are connected 
at all. There’s the possi-
bility someone was tar-

get shooting in the area 
at that time,” he said.

After the accident, 
based on informa-
tion allegedly given by 
Coughenour, police, Lee 
County Sheriff ’s on and 
off-duty personnel, and 
Iowa State Patrol officers 
began a search of the 
wooded areas between 
10th and 15 streets and 
north of Avenue B for an 
armed subject.

Sittig said Monday 
that information may 
have been inaccurate, 
but police did arrest a 
suspect in the area who 
was wanted on several 
warrants. That individ-
ual’s name has not been 
released by the police as 
the full report has not 
been completed.

6,685 views, 2,949 engagements - May 20, 2019
Woman arrested in connection with May crash

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 05 Jan

Clear
High– 44.7º F | Low – 31.1º F

MON 06 Jan

Overcast
High– 40.1º F | Low – 33.0º F

TUE 07 Jan

Clear
High– 40.7º F | Low – 23.0º F

WED 08 Jan

Clear
High– 34.7º F | Low – 29.6º F

THU 09 Jan

Moderate Rain
High– 45.6º F | Low – 41.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting
As you celebrate the season,

please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the

materials used to make it are not recyclable.
Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.

Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison will have two projects 
going on at the same time on the former Hwy. 61 this fall.

As part of the funds received from the state of Iowa 
when it turned over the stretch of Old Highway 61 to the 
city, crews will begin working on straightening Avenue L at 
the “S” curve.

Public Works Director Larry Driscoll said that stretch 
of road was determined, along with the intersection of 
Avenue L and 27th Street, to be one of most dangerous in 
the city with the highest accident ratings.

“We did finish 27th Street a couple years ago and I 
thought that intersection was greatly improved. Some 
people disagree and that’s fine. But on the ‘S’ curve the plan 
was to straighten this out and we came to the city council 
about a year ago and talked about this,” Driscoll said.

The cost of the project will be around $550,000, similar 
to the cost of the Avenue L/27th Street project.

The city plans to take some of the northwest curve out 
of the stretch of roadway and make the road curve to the 
southwest and then straighten out before bending back 
west after 36th Street.

The money to be used comes from city funds in the Old 
Hwy. 61 fund. The project was originally scheduled for 
2022, as rebuilding the entire highway through Fort Madi-
son was planned with the money from the state.

At the same time, the city will begin work on the stretch 
of Old Hwy. 61 from 2nd Street to 6th Street. That project 
has been delayed for a year.

“We started that project in 2018 and had some delays 
through the state,” Driscoll said. 

He said, answering questions from Councilman Chris 
Greenwald to explain the delay, the state history and arche-
ological officials got involved and wanted to make sure dig 
sites were done to help protect any potential history in the 
ground.

 “We initiated the startup for construction and designs in 
the spring and we just now finished all the documentation 
they wanted last month, so we will bid that section of road 
in July,” Driscoll said.

He said the city made a compromise with the state 
historical society to regulate how the city will proceed with 
digging on the highway, at an additional cost of $100,000.

“This has slowed us down to the tune of about 12 
months,” Driscoll said.

Greenwald then asked how many blocks of overlay on 
Avenue F the city could get for $100,000 to which Driscoll 
replied five.

“That’s putting a price on history,” Councilman Rusty 
Andrews said to Greenwald with a chuckle.

“I find that comment out of line,” Greenwald replied.
The detour will use 34th Street and Avenue M for motor-

ists to get around the construction as Driscoll said the city 
will completely shut down that stretch of road, after talking 
with business owners in the area. The shut down will take 
30 days off the construction time.

The council approved a resolution ordering the con-
struction, setting public hearing and bid letting for the 
project, 6-0. Councilman Chad Cangas was absent.

In a related issue, the council moved forward with hav-
ing Driscoll get designs to reconstruct the lower parking 
lot in Riverview Park to allow access to the depot museum 
during high waters. The city will also redo the parking lot 
at Avenue F and 8th Street. The cost is at about $880,000 
and will come from the reimbursement of interest paid on 
the waste water treatment loans.

8,459 views, 2,023 engagements - June 18, 2019

Council votes to take kink out 
of Avenue L

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LOUISVILLE, Ken. – Four of Fort Madison High 
School’s finest are in Louisville right now getting ready 
to represent Fort Madison and the state of Iowa in US 
Skills competition against 51 other teams from around 
the country.

It’s the first time a team from Fort Madison has qual-
ified for the national competition. The Bloodhounds 
qualified after winning the state competition back in 
April. That team consisted of seniors Elton Kruse and 
AJ Nolting, and juniors Parker Denning and Brandon 
Reichelt. Reichelt was unable to make the trip to Lou-
isville, so junior Danen Settles, who went to the state 
competition in April as an alternate will step in.

FMHS building trades instructor Clint Kobelt said 
after a walk-through Monday that the arena and 
competition set up has been pretty intimidating for the 
Bloodhounds.

“When we were walking through the venue, you 
could see the scope of the national competition was a 
little overwhelming,” Kobelt said this afternoon. “The 
conversation we had was don’t let the geography get 
to you. Carpentry is the same in this setting as it is in 
Iowa, as it is at our shop, and as it is on the job site. The 
expectations are the same.”

Senior Elton Kruse said the venue is a little more 
than they expected, but he’s welcoming the challenge.

“It is, but I’m excited to see where we stack up and 
I think it’s a good thing and I’m glad to be competing 
with more people,” Kruse said.

FMHS trades team 
attends national 

competition
8,471 views, 643 engagements - June 24, 2019

http://www.grrwa.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

BY STAFF

KEOKUK – The Keokuk Police Department reports 
that the body recovered from the house fire, at 317 Con-
cert, on April 28th has been identified. The University of 
Iowa Decedent Care Unit, has identified the deceased as, 
26-year-old J.R. Roberts of Hamilton, Illinois. The cause 
of death is pending toxicology tests.

According to RadioKeokuk, the Keokuk Fire Depart-
ment received the call of a fire at 317 Concert Street at 
8:50 pm Saturday night after smoke was reported com-
ing from the building. Upon arrival the KFD observed 
flames shooting from the roof of the building. Crews 
attempted to reach the attic after being told there was a 
person possibly trapped inside, but could not gain access 
due the intense heat.

The investigation into the structure fire is ongoing and 
further information will be released when available.

7,975 views, 2,366 engagements - May 1, 2019
Keokuk officials identify victim of May fire

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Superintendent 
Dr. Erin Slater’s contract approval was tabled by the Fort 
Madison Community School District Board of Directors at 
Wednesday’s June board meeting.

The school board held a closed session evaluation of 
Slater’s performance for an hour prior to the regular board 
meeting. The board then reconvened the closed session 
after a 3-hour regular board meeting.

Slater is at the front of some controversy surrounding 
comments made public by Fort Madison Head Basket-
ball coach Ryan Wilson this week. Wilson told Pen City 
Current Monday that Slater demanded playing time for her 
son or he would be fired.

Slater also called into question the philosophy of shared 
athletic programs. She said the “heavy presence” of Holy 
Trinity Catholic student-athletes playing for the Blood-
hound baseball team was taking playing time from Fort 
Madison athletes. Her son also plays on the baseball team.

According to Iowa Code, Slater had to request the 
meeting be closed, which is common in public employee 
evaluations.

The Iowa code that governs the closed sessions is 21.5 

(1)(i) which reads:
“To evaluate the professional competency of an individ-

ual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge 
is being considered when necessary to prevent needless 
and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and 
that individual requests a closed session.”

Before going back into the closed session, Board Presi-
dent Dr. Tim Wondra said the board has a lot of informa-
tion to go through.

“We’re just scratching the surface and trying to figure out 
where we’re going to go and how this is going to progress,” 
Wondra said “As you can see tonight, we brought down the 
district’s attorney to guide us through this process.”

The board received a letter via email on Sunday from 
an email address that appears to be a Slater family email 
account, but was unsigned. The email came from an ‘S.S.’ 
Her husband’s name is Scott Slater.

The letter was in response to a Pen City Current editorial 
questioning Dr. Slater’s opinion of the shared programs 
with area schools. The editorial also pointed to behavior of 
her husband caught on video Saturday at a basketball camp 
in Quincy, where Mr. Slater was seen confronting Wilson 
and calling him “vindictive”. The rest of the video is slightly 
audible.

The letter indicated that Dr. Slater would not be extend-
ing her contract, but Wondra said the validity of the letter 
is up in the air.

School board tables superintendent 
contract extension approval

8,191 views, 3,101 engagements - June 19, 2019

Noll wants Pool 19 listed 
as federal refuge area

BY COLIN MAGNESUN
RadioKeokuk News Director

MONTROSE – At a special meeting of the Lee Coun-
ty Conservation Board Tuesday afternoon, the board 
approved of a resolution supporting exploration of a 
possible conservation improvement project to enhance 
the Mississippi River Pool 19.

The board requested local wildlife advocate Jim Noll 
give a small presentation regarding his goal of turning 
Pool 19 into a wildlife refuge to improve the basin above 
the pool, both economically and ecologically.

Noll told the board the 155 miles of the Des Moines 
River has been designated as a whitewater theme park. 
According to Noll, no brick and mortar was used in the 
project as it consisted of tenderizing the bottom of the 
river by moving some large boulders around. He said 
as a result of the work the area has become a haven for 
recreation.

Noll then moved to comparing that project to what 
is going on at Pool 19 downriver from Fort Madison 
where he says the 1913 introduction of Lock and Dam 
19 has damaged the river both ecologically and recre-
ationally.

“The U.S. Coast Guard has designated this area of the 
Mississippi as a ‘Danger High Wind Area’. That’s how 
dangerous the river is at Pool 19. One of the reasons that 
is a flat mud plane is that when they dammed up the riv-
er this area filled up and cut off 34 species of fish, plants, 
and fauna from returning from south of the dam.”

Noll said the waters that filled in the pool removed 
some important land structures.

“They also flooded out the majority of the islands and 
what islands remained were removed by wind. With 
no islands for protection, the prevailing winds out the 
west run parallel with the river for a stretch and its both 
dangerous and destructive. The siltation and clarity of 
the water suffer which results in the loss of wildlife.”

Noll said he has hopes of getting both the Army 
Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife to des-
ignate the area a federal wildlife refuge like they have 
in places above several lock and dams on the border of 
northeastern Iowa. According to Noll, the Corps has 
been reconstructing islands where they had previously 
been flooded out and as a result fishing, hunting, and 
recreation have boomed.

8,623 views, 1,091 engagements - June 26, 2019

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.grrwa.com
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Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
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10th Street Station
Alliance Realty Company

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Bagcraft
Baxter Construction Company

Baxter’s Sports Complex
Big Bang Fireworks

Bridge Cafe & Supper Club
Brockman Chiropractic

Building Materials
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carlos O Capdevila Agency

Catfish Bend Casinos
Celene M. Coppage

Chad Ward
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
City of Fort Madison

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

Community Heating & Cooling
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Cullen Pest Control

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.

Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Johnson

Denmark God’s Portion Day Committee
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Peterson
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Doris’ Tavern
Double Dipper, Inc.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis and Associates
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
Dutchman’s Store

Edward Jones – Larry Kelch
Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp

Faeth’s Fowl Play
Fairfield Arts & Convention Center

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farmington Strawberry Festival
Fort Colony Family Restaurant

Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison Community School District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters

Fort Madison Partners
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Garden Bros. Circus

Great River Regional Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill
Green Oak Development

Griffinn Muffler & Brake Center
Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Hidden Beauty Salon

Hill Side Inn
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Industrial Motors
Jason & Stephanie Runge

Jean Neuweg
Jeff Kurtz

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

K’s Fabrics & More
Karen Hope
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit

Kevin Rink, Fort Madison City Councilman
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

KLM Realty
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Bank

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Economic Development Group

Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Speedway
Madison Turf and Timber
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Matt’s Greenhouse
Menke & Company
Merschman Seeds

Merschman Trucking
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.

Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
Mohrfeld Electric

Montrose Community Fireworks Committee
Montrose Customs

Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon Festival Committee

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Paul’s Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling, Inc.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Randolph Dental
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County

Sara Jan Garza
Saunders and Bunger Law

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Small Grand Things
Sonny’s Super Market

Southeastern Community College PACE Program
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stage 2 Consignment Shop
State Farm Insurance – Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Stewart Automotive

SubArena
Taco Taco Takos

Taske Force
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
Todd Schneider

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the Great River Region

Vintage Sports Cards
Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey
West Point Fireman’s Ball

West Point Fireworks Committee
West Point Sweet Corn Festival Committee

Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
WorkSource Sta!ng

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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