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HTC grads finally cross stage

LESSONS OF 2020:  Speakers point to unique nature of the Class of 2020

Chaneys put 
prairie back 
into acreage

OPINION

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Holy Trini-
ty Catholic High School Principal 
Michael Sheering, chuckled just a bit 
when he presented the Class of 2020 
on Sunday at the high school. It was 
August after all.

It’s safe to say it’s the latest gradua-
tion ceremony ever held at HTC, but 
26 seniors were conferred as grad-
uates in a well-spaced and masked 
up gymnasium – more evidence of a 
year wracked by a pandemic.

HTC retired math instructor Brad 
Kurtz gave the graduation address. 
Kurtz was a 30-year teacher at Holy 
Trinity and received a plaque as part 
of the Governor’s Scholar Recogni-

tion Program based on a nomination 
from Samantha Pothitakis, who was a 
2020 Governor’s Scholar.

“Look forward to the future with 
confidence and be lifelong learners,” 
Kurtz said. “You’re never too old to 
learn – even at my edge.”

Kurtz told the seniors although 
they went through something un-
precedented in losing part of the 
school year to the coronavirus, 
lessons were learned that will help 
define who they are. But realization 
of those lessons is critical in learning 
from them.

“Be independent thinkers. Don’t 
let others do your thinking. Analyze 
from various sources of information 

Dog park, grooming, boarding, 
training, world class Yorkies, pigeons for 
dog training, wildlife habitat and prairie 
restoration are all part of the Chaney 
operation. Have I forgotten anything? 
Oh, yes. Muffin and Hal Chaney are nice 
people.

Muffin’s real name is Michelle, but 
she’s British and has gone by Muffin all 
her life. Cheerio! She was from Creston 
and, 20 years ago, brought a friend to 
Mt. Pleasant to look at Hal’s bird dogs. 
Her friend wanted to buy one for her 
husband. Like a fine tuned English Setter, 
Hal’s eyes locked on Muffin. Muffin never 
left. Her friend did buy a spaniel pup. The 
only thing that would have been better, 
according to Hal, is if the friend had 
bought two spaniel pups.

Muffin was a dog groomer and Hal a 
hunting dog trainer. Hal suggested that 
they open a grooming business, which 
would be a first in Mt. Pleasant. The 
grooming business was a success as was 
Hal’s bird dog training. This was in the 
heyday of upland bird hunting. A mile 
north of Mt. Pleasant there were pheas-
ants galore, and a mile south it was quail. 
Magic filled the air and plenty of hunters 
wanted their bird dogs trained. Hal was 
one of the best.

But the quail and pheasant population 
dwindled, as did the need for trained bird 
dogs. When 80 acres on the Skunk River 
bottom became available, the Chaneys 
snapped it up. They built a very nice dog 
grooming and boarding building, their 
home, and a pigeon coop. Muffin, plus 
another person, Hanna, are the groomers. 
Muffin also raises and shows world class 
Yorkies. Hal takes care of dog board-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Holy Trinity seniors gathered around the flag pole Sunday for the annual tossing of the caps after 26 
graduates received their diplomas following a pandemic-riddled 2020 senior year. Below, Principal Mi-
chael Sheerin gets a hug from his daughter Maille who was part of the senior class.

See GRADS, page 6

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 03 Aug.......................................... Cooler with Light Rain, 71º F/ 57º F
TUE 04 Aug....................................................Sunny and Cooler, 71º F/ 55º F
WED 05 Aug.....................................Mostly Sunny and Cooler, 72º F/ 54º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 08/01................12 21 29 40 44, Star Ball: 6, All Star Bonus: 3
LUCKY FOR LIFE 07/30.......................................... 14 15 16 39 42, Lucky Ball: 10
MEGA MILLIONS 07/31................... 12 35 46 48 69, Mega Ball: 23 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 07/30/07/31/08/01 MIDDAY..........................................8 3 1/9 9 0/7 6 2
PICK 3 07/30/07/31/08/01 EVENING........................................4 6 0/7 7 6/7 8 7
PICK 4 07/30/07/31/08/01 MIDDAY.................................9 4 3 9/8 1 0 1/6 3 9 7
PICK 4 07/30/07/31/08/01 EVENING............................. 3 4 5 1/8 0 4 7/2 7 5 3
POWERBALL 08/01.........................6 25 36 43 48, Powerball: 24, Power Play: 3

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 3
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onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com 307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

ELIZABETH L. THANNERT
Elizabeth “Betty” L. Thannert, 90, of Ft. Madison, passed away on Thursday, July 30, 2020 at 

5:42 PM at the West Point Care Center.
She was born on March 4, 1930 in Canandaigua, NY to Leo and Ina Conway Curtin.  Betty 

married Donald A. Thannert on October 4, 1952 in Canandaigua, NY and 
he passed away on April 23, 2004. She retired from Sheaffer Pen Company 
after thirty years of service.  She was a member of Holy Family Parish.  Betty 
enjoyed traveling, doing crafts and was an avid reader.

Survivors include  one son, Donald “Joe” Thannert of Burkburnett, TX; 
five daughters, Lucinda (William) Ward of West Point, Mary (Greg) Maack 
of Noblesville, IN, Deborah (Dan) Fullenkamp of West Point, Jennifer (John) 
Holtkamp of Emporia, VA and Nancy (Ray) Dodson of Plover, WI; thirteen 

grandchildren and twenty nine great grandchildren; one brother in law, Darrel (Nancy) Than-
nert of Ft. Madison; nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, 
a great grandson; two sisters and one brother.

The memorial mass will be held on Saturday, September 5, 2020 at 11 AM at Ss. Mary & 
Joseph Church with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  The family will meet with friends from 10 
AM until the time of the service at the church.  Burial will be in Gethsemane Cemetery. King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory is in charge of the arrangements.  

A memorial has been established for Holy Family Parish or Lee County Hospice and online 
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

THANNERT

LARRY J. BLINT
Larry J. Blint, 73, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 9:36 a.m. Thursday, July 30, 2020, at 

Great River Medical Center in West Burlington. 
Born on November 13, 1946 in Ft. Madison, IA, he was the son of Ralph and Henrietta 

(Pomberg) Blint. On November 24, 1973, he married Christina “Tina” Parrott at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Ft. Madison, Iowa.  

Survivors include his wife: Tina; daughter: Sara (Brian) Holvoet of Wever, 
Iowa; son: Craig Blint of Kansas City, Missouri; grandchildren: Connor, Ma-
son, and Reagan Holvoet; and sister: Kathleen Blint of Lincoln, Nebraska.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Larry was a lifelong farmer in the rural West Point, Iowa area on his fam-

ily’s’ century owned farm.  As a young man, Larry started out farming with 
his grandfather Henry Pomberg and mother Henrietta Blint.  He worked 

briefly for J.J. Nichtings as a way to purchase new equipment to grow his farming operation 
and expand his mechanic abilities.  Larry loved working on equipment and there were very 
few things he couldn’t or wouldn’t fix.  He prided himself in making things others would 
purchase and having all of the tools he needed to do so.  Larry was a forward thinking 
farmer adopting new farming practices and technologies such as lower population soybean 
seeding and variable rate fertilizer applications.  Larry was recognized for his achievements 
by the Lee County and Iowa Corn and Soybean Associations many times for his high yields.  
He and his family are extremely proud to be one of the first seed bean producers for locally 
owned Merschman Seeds a tradition that continues to this day with the family’s fourth 
generation.

Larry’s greatest achievement and joy were his children and grandchildren.  He was very 
proud of all their accomplishments and hardly missed any events.

Larry will be remembered by all as a hard-working, easy going man who enjoyed visiting/
reminiscing with neighbors, family and friends and always willing to lend a helping hand.  

Larry’s family would like to recognize the great care and compassion Larry received over 
the past month by the nursing staff at Great River Medical Center in West Burlington, Iowa.    

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, August 3, 2020, at St. Mary 
of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point, with Father Dennis Hoffman as cele-
brant.

A private family burial will be held at Calvary Cemetery in West Point.
Social distancing requirements will be in place. Those attending will be required to wear a 

mask.
A memorial is established in his memory for West Point Fire & Rescue or Lee County 

Fair.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with the arrangements. On-

line condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

BLINT

THERESA GIANNARIS
Theresa Giannaris, 69, of Quincy, IL died Thursday, May 28, 2020 at her home.
She was born July 15, 1950 in Keokuk, IA the daughter of Harold and Ruth Wash-

burn Giannaris.
Theresa graduated from high school in 1968 and then graduated from college with 

a teaching degree and a computer degree.
She had been employed at Sheaffer Pen in Ft. Madison, IA and later at Blessing 

Hospital and Chaddock, both in Quincy, IL.
Theresa is survived by four aunts, Shirley (Ken) Dodge of Hamilton, IL, Sheila Kay, 

Kathleen Boltz and Sharon Cockrell all of Keokuk and several cousins including, 
Sherri Briggs, Donna Barnes and Carla Montgomery.

A graveside service will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, August 6, at Oakland Cem-
etery in Keokuk.

The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

OBITUARIES

Eleanor A. Link, 87, of LaHarpe, Illinos, passed 
away Thursday, July 30, 2020 at the LaHarpe-Da-
vier Health Care Center.

Eleanor was born on April 4, 1933 
in Dallas City, Illinois, the daughter 
of Floyd E. and Alma  M. (Kaminski) 
Klossing. She married Wendell L. 
Link on July 27, 1951. He survives.

Eleanor was raised in Dallas City 
and graduated Valedictorian of her 
class in 1951. She was employed by 

the State Bank of LaHarpe for over 20 years. Later 
she worked as school librarian for the Dallas City 
School District. She attended the LaHarpe Chris-
tian Church and the LaHarpe Union Church. She 
was active in the Come Join Us and Happy Helper 
Clubs and assisted with 4-H. She was a dedicated 
partner on the farm.

Eleanor was an excellent seamstress, avid gar-
dener and a great cook. She never met a stranger 
and generously prepared food for families in need. 
She cherished her family, music boxes and fine 
chocolates. Eleanor and Wendell shared many 
wonderful vacations, but her favorite place to visit 
was their condominium in Osage Beach, Missou-
ri. She loved being at the lake.

Survivors include her husband, Wendell; three 
children, Bradley (Sheila) Link of LaHarpe, 
Barbara (Alan) Mehaffy of Burlington and Susan 

(Wayne) Bray of LaHarpe; ten grandchildren, 
Amy (Mike) Pratt of Chatham, Illinois, Amanda 
(Michael) Donaldson, Teri Finch and Christopher 
Link all of LaHarpe, Brian (Amanda) Mehaffy of 
Blandinsville, Mitchell (Jenna) Mehaffy of Cam-
bridge, Illinois, Hayley (Joe) Lindquist of Burling-
ton, Randy (Kelsi) Bray of Colchester, Kevin Bray 
and Paige Bray both of LaHarpe; one brother, Ed 
(Rita) Klossing; one sister, Betty Olson all of Dal-
las City; fourteen great-grandchildren and several 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; sister 
and brother-in-law, Charlotte (Homer) Kipling; 
brother and sister-in-law, George (Sandra) Kloss-
ing and brother-in-law, Gary Olson.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at the LaHarpe Christian 
Church with Pastor Nate McCarter officiating. 
Burial will be held at a later date in the LaHarpe 
Cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 10:00 AM 
until time of services at the church. Mask are en-
couraged. A memorial fund has been established 
for the LaHarpe Christian Church or the LaHarpe 
Union Church.

Banks & Beals Funeral Homes is assisting the 
family. To sign the guest book or leave a condo-
lence please visit Eleanor’s obituary at banksand-
beals.com.

ELEANOR A. LINK

LINK

ing, maintenance, and 
grounds keeping. His bird 
dog training has been 
replaced by domestic dog 
training. Wouldn’t it be 
nice if your dog actually 
came when you called?

72 of the 80 acres was 
part tillable and part CRP 
ground. Hal has turned 
all 72 acres into wildlife 
habitat, mostly for quail 
and pheasants, but also all 
native wildlife. This habi-
tat mirrors what was once 
natural prairie. He drilled 
in ox-eye, purple and yel-
low cone flowers (which 
make tons of seeds for 
wild birds), and a lot of 
additional forbs—more 
than 30 different kinds 
of native prairie plants, 
grasses and flowers. It’s 
a veritable smorgasbord 
or buffet for quail and 
pheasants. In the morn-
ing, Muffin and Hal sit on 
their deck and listen to 
Bobwhite quail whistling, 
pheasants crowing and 
turkeys gobbling. At night 
the restored prairie spar-
kles with lightning bugs. 
Swallows and bats criss-
cross the restored prairie 
for insects. Deer meander 
up to Chaney’s house 
and look in the windows. 
Finches and bluebirds are 
a common sight.

The pigeon coop was 
designed by Hal, and pro-
duces a steep 45 degree 
flush off the floor as the 
pigeons fly up to perch in 
the roof of the coop. In 
this manner, the pigeons, 
which are used for bird 
dog training, are being 
taught to fly in an upward 
trajectory rather than 
low to the ground. The 
pigeons are also trained 
to return to the coop.

The dog park, part of 
“Chaney’s Canine Coun-
try Club,” is the brain-
child of Muffin and Hal. 
It is in a timbered, shady 
area and is the only dog 
park in Mt. Pleasant. 
There are three penned-in 
exercise areas for small, 
medium and large dogs, 
ensuring the safety of 
dogs as well as people. All 
dogs must be approved by 
the Chaney’s before being 
allowed in the dog park, 
and there are posted rules 
and regulations. The dog 
park is a new idea in this 
area and hopefully will be 

a builder. (I took Buddy 
there and he loves it!)

Hal has an excellent 
website, www.lindenk-
ennels.com with loads of 
information and videos 
on training, dog types, 
and canine care.

“When I look into the 
eyes of an animal, I do 
not see an animal. I see 
a living being. I see a 
friend. I feel a soul.” An-
thony Douglas Williams

Have a good story? Call 
or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his 
website at www.empty-
nest-words-photos-and-
frames.com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Land restores 
space for wide 

array of creatures

http://www.grrwa.com
http://banksandbeals.com
http://banksandbeals.com
http://www.lindenkennels.com
http://www.lindenkennels.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

“Come and Gro With Us”
Machine/Packaging Operators – R3559
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 

Openings All Shifts
Starting Pay: $18.30/hour

Formulation Operator - R3895
Qualifications: Strong problem solving skills, Attention 
to detail, Math skills (knowledge of the metric system 
(conversions of weights and volumes), Computer skills 
and knowledge (Excel, Word, SAP, Gmail), Must be able 
to wear a variety of PPE (including a respirator), Ability 
to operate a forklift.  Must be a team player.  

Starting Pay: $23.00/hour
Forklift Operators - R3561
Qualifications: 1-3 years forklift experience, in a fast-
paced environment 

Starting Pay: $21.00/hour

Full-Time
& Part-Time
LPN or RN  

1st and 2nd shifts

Pay depends on your experi-
ence and is very competitive
Contact Tonya Rehm DON  
at 319-837-6117 or email to 
directornursing@westpoint-
carecenter.com.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

Tue, Aug 4, 2020
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

(CDT) 

Please join my meet-

ing from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.
gotomeeting.com/
join/171796269 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States: +1 
(646) 749-3122 

Access Code: 171-
796-269 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be 
ready when your first 
meeting starts: 

https://global.go-
tomeeting.com/in-
stall/186701317

If you would like to 
pose a question to the 
Board, please use the 
Chat feature and wait 
for the Chairman to 
address you. If you are 
participating by phone, 
please wait until every-

one is done speaking 
before addressing the 
Board. Please keep 
your microphone muted 
to cut down on back-
ground noise. If you are 
participating by phone, 
press *6, this will mute 
your phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Supporting 
Grant Application for 
Traffic Safety Improve-
ment Program Funds for 
Portion of 255th Street

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Supporting 
Grant Application for 
Traffic Safety Improve-
ment Program Funds for 
Temporary Traffic Signals

Consider Approval of 
Change Order for Boiler 
System Project at Court-
house in Keokuk

Consider Approval of 
Service Agreement with 
Accurate Controls for Jail 
Security System

Consider Approval of 

Assistance with Funding 
Broadband Map 

Consider Approval of 
Updated Pandemic Policy 

Personnel Actions:
A. New Hire-County 

Guard
B. Step Increase-Audi-

tor’s Office
Reports:
A. Manure Management 

Annual Update-Granat 
LLC in Washington Town-
ship

B. Manure Management 
Annual Update-Kruse 
Bros. in Marion Township

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705 

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Section 106

Public Notice

Windstream is propos-
ing to modify an existing 
telecommunications 
facility on an existing 
pole located at the below 
address in Lee County, IA 
with associated coordi-
nates and overall struc-
ture height.

Windstream seeks com-
ments from all interested 
persons on the impact of 
the proposed action on 
any districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, or ob-
jects significant in Ameri-
can history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, 
or culture, that are listed 
or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Specific information 
about the project, includ-
ing the historic pres-
ervation reviews that 
Windstream is conducting 
pursuant to the rules of 
the Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
(47 C.F.R. Sections 
1.1307(4)) and the Advi-

sory Council on Historic 
Preservation (36 C.F.R. 
Part 800) will be made 
available to interested 
persons who request the 
information from the con-
tact below.

All questions, com-
ments, and correspon-
dence should be directed 
to Mary Bryant at Dynam-
ic Environmental Asso-
ciates, Inc., 3850 Lake 
Street, Suite C, Macon, 
GA 31204, 877-968-4787, 
Sec106@DynamicEnvi-
ronmental.com within 30 
days from the date of this 
publication.

Project #: 22020021
Project Name: WSP-

RL14
Address: 1164 240th 

Avenue
City: West Point
Overall Height: 100’
Latitude: 40° 47’ 25.80” 

N
Longitude: 091° 26’ 

56.39” W

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Place your ad
online 24/7

https://www.ScottsMiracleGro.com/careers/
mailto:directornursing@westpointcarecenter.com
mailto:directornursing@westpointcarecenter.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/171796269
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/171796269
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/171796269
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/186701317
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/186701317
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/186701317
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:Sec106@DynamicEnvironmental.com
mailto:Sec106@DynamicEnvironmental.com
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Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.CullenPest.com


and make sound judg-
ment. This is the mark 
of an educated person.”

Sheerin challenged 
the graduates to go 
beyond the traditional 
path of graduates, by 
looking at society and 
becoming an influence 
on the future.

“Class of 2020, more 
than ever… more than 
ever… we need you 
to change the world,” 
Sheerin said.

“We do know you’ll 
be remarkable, we do 
know you’ll be invin-
cible, we do know that 
you will do magnifi-
cent things. And that’s 
thanks in part to your 
parents, your grandpar-
ents, your pastors, and 
to your teachers. but 
above all it’s thanks to 
you.”

Despite losing most 
of March and all of 
April and May, the 
students may have 
initially thought it was 
a blessing but that soon 
became a curse.

“At the beginning of 
the school pandemic, 

I know exactly where 
all you were at… ‘Yes! 
school is over’… but 
three weeks later you 
were wishing you were 
back with your class-
mates.”

Class Valedictorian 
Samantha Pothitakis 
said despite the plans of 
her and her classmates, 

they are still young 
and are in unfamiliar 
territory.

“I know most of think 
we have it all figured 
out. And we know ex-
actly what to do, but in 
a much more real sense 
we have no idea what to 
do,” Pothitakis said.

“But confidence is 

key. Be bold, be vigilant. 
If something seems 
wrong seek help. If your 
facing a problem tackle 
it head on. Do not be 
scared or anxious.

“It’s time for new 
chapters. Time to make 
our goals achievable, 
and our dreams a real-
ity.”
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Sports/From the Front

Annual Golf Outing
Friday, August 28 • Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Click here for your registration form
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Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

319.371.4125

SPORTSSenior tells class to be bold, vigilant
GRADS - Continued from Page 1

HTC senior Claire Graham gets a hug from her father, Brian, as mom 
Brenda looks on after Claire received her diploma Sunday afternoon at 
Holy Trinity Catholic High School.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison incoming freshman 
Lexi Whaley made an impression on softball coaches as 
she was named to the 1st Team All-Conference for 2020.

Joining Whaley on the team was sophomore Logan 
Johnson.

The Lady Hounds finished the year 10-10, but the 
highlight may have been a 3-2 loss in Class 4A Region 7 
Semifinal to Class 4A No. 3 Fairfield.

Whaley hit .422 on the year with seven home runs, 
tops in the Southeast Conference, and 20 RBI both led 
the Bloodhounds. Johnson hit .371 with four home runs 
and 12 RBI.

Junior Kylee Cashman and freshman Neeley Rehm 
were named to the second team and seniors Dalyn Won-
dra and Ivy Geerdes made honorable mention. Rehm 
went 5-7 in the circle striking out 50 with a 3.17 ERA. 
Cashman playing predominantly at short had an 88% 
fielding accuracy, while hitting .357 with a couple triples.

On the boys side, Jason Thurman made 1st Team in the 
Southeast Conference as an infielder for the 11-7 Blood-
hounds. Thurman was also a 1st Team All-District pick.

The junior hit .420 to lead Fort Madison and only 
committed three errors on the year for a .955% fielding. 
Thurman was clean on the mound going 1-0 with three 
saves, just one walk and no hit batters on the season.

Sophomore Reiburn Turnbull and senior Brandon Re-
ichelt were named to the second team along with fresh-
man Kane Williams and sophomore Landes Williams, 
sophomore Matt Hopper and junior Vasin Thurman.

Sophomore Tate Johson and senior Jace Burgher were 
both named honorable mention.

Three Hounds 
make 1st team cut

https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com/pdfs/08.20 Registration Form.pdf
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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