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Four-year high fives

SCHOOL CHOICES:  Artwork was part of National School Choice Week

FM man hurt 
in mishap

COUNCIL MEETINGS

IOWA BRIEFS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison High School students 
gave about four years worth of low and high fives to future 
students Thursday morning.

As an activity celebrating National School Choice Week, 
freshmen through seniors had their hands painted with 
a roller and then went to the west wall of the school’s 
multi-purpose room and pressed a hand print on the freshly 
painted walls.

Students climbed ladders and some laid on the ground to 
fully cover the wall with the prints.

FMHS Principal Greg Smith said the prints will stay on the 
wall for four years and then the wall will probably be repaint-
ed and the activity could be repeated.

“The freshman will get to see this for the next four years, 
which is pretty cool,” he said.

The celebration is a way to honor the nation’s system of 
choosing what schools its youth attend.

“It just means there is a choice for students legally. So this 
week every year in January they do this. They had contacted 
me every year and I wondered if was really a high school 

HOLY TRINITY DELIVERS BASKETS
Students share goodies, more during  Catholic Schools Week

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Being a part of 
any educational system in a commu-
nity requires forging relationships 
that help foster beneficial partner-
ships throughout the year.

As part of National Catholic 
Schools Week, students at Holy 
Trinity Catholic High School trekked 
across north Lee County Monday 
morning taking “Thank You” bas-
kets to public and private groups 

who help build a healthy and vibrant 
community.

The students took the opportunity 
to thank groups at the Fort Madison 
Police Department and Fire Depart-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 68-year old Fort 
Madison man suffered possible injuries 
after being struck by a car in the 4900 
block of Avenue O Wednesday.

Fort Madison and Lee County rescue 
personnel responded to the scene just 
before 7 p.m. and found Larry Mess-
erschmitt had crossed the street at an 
uncontrolled location, and was struck by 
a vehicle driven by Richard Gary Scott, 
55, of Fort Madison.

According to police reports, Scott was 
headed eastbound in the left lane on 
Avenue O when Messerschmitt headed 
northbound across the street. Scott veered 
to the left to try and avoid the pedestrian, 
but police said Messerschmitt struck the 
passenger front side of the Scott’s 2003 
Chevrolet Cavalier.

Messerschmitt bounced off the vehicle 
but was not run over. He was transported 
to Fort Madison Community Hospital 
complaining of hip pain and scrapes to 
his hands. No condition report on Mess-
erschmitt is available per state privacy 
rules.

Scott’s vehicle came to rest in the west-
bound left-hand lane.

The report also indicated that no mark-
ing were left on the dirt covering Scotts 
vehicle, nor was any damage reported to 
the vehicle. No citations were issued at the 
scene.

C.O. injured in 
Anamosa assault

ANAMOSA – A correctional officer was 
assaulted at the Anamosa State Penitentia-
ry in Anamosa, IA at approximately 2:17 
p.m. this afternoon. 

The officer was working at his post 
when an inmate unexpectedly struck him 
in the face with a closed-fist strike. The 
officer placed a call for assistance, and 
additional staff were able to quickly take 
the inmate under control without further 
incident.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

FMHS students put hand prints on the walls of the Multi-Purpose room Thursday morning.

See HANDS, page 11

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 31 Jan ............................................................. Overcast 33.9º F/ 32.5º F
SAT 01 Feb ............................................................ Overcast, 36.2º F/ 33.1º F
SUN 02 Feb ........................................... Scattered Clouds, 46.8º F/ 35.8º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 01/29 .................. 9 11 12 25 43, Star Ball: 8, All Star Bonus: 5
PICK 3 01/29 MIDDAY......................................................................................8 9 5
PICK 3 01/29 EVENING .................................................................................. 0 6 4
PICK 4 01/29 MIDDAY ....................................................................................6 6 1 1
PICK 4 01/29 EVENING ............................................................................... 0 4 9 7
POWERBALL 01/29 .............................. 9 12 15 31 60, Powerball: 2, Power Play: 2
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For the Record

Thank you to all our customers who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few 
ways you can help:

• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

20202020
To Do ListTo Do List
Save Our Planet

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

01/24/20 – 5:13 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
400 block of Avenue c.
01/24/20 – 10:32 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
800 block of Avenue E.
01/24/20 – 2:57 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 6000 block of Avenue O.
01/24/20 – 3:04 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2000 block of Avenue D.
01/24/20 – 8:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident on Cindy Drive.
01/24/20 – 9:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Christo-
pher Lee Chandler, 39, of Fort 
Madison at the intersection 
of 6ht Street and Avenue 
H, on a charge of driving 
under suspension. He was 
released after citation.
01/24/20 – 11:14 p.m. – Fort 

Madison Police arrested Scott 
Edward Miller, 40, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3900 block 
of Bluff Road, on charges 
of domestic abuse assault, 
interference with official acts 
and possession of a controlled 
substance. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
01/25/20 – 4:29 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1800 block of Avenue H.
01/25/20 – 5:28 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
6000 block of Reve Court.
01/25/20 – 12:58 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Adrian Lopez Diez, 33, of 
Springfield, Ill., in the 2300 
block of Avenue E, on a charge 
of OWI. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/25/20 – 6:45 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jeremy Scott Terrell, 43, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2700 block 
of Avenue M, on a charge 
of driving under suspension 
and a warrant for failure to 
appear. He was taken to the 

Lee County Jail and held.
01/25/20 – 7:36 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Devlon Scott Lenz, listed 
as homeless, in the 2700 
block of Avenue M, on a 
warrant for probation vio-
lation. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/26/20 – 12:47 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2700 block of Avenue N.
01/27/20 – 8:21 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue G.
01/27/20 – 1:24 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a gas drive off in 
the 2200 block of Avenue L.
01/27/20 – 10:06 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Kelsey Jane Bunker, 28, of 
Fort Madison in the 4900 
block of River Valley Road 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/27/20 – 5:31 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jaylen 
Keith Kutcher, 19, of Fort 

Madison, in the 1100 block 
of Avenue F, on a charge of 
third-degree criminal mis-
chief. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/27/20 – 7:46 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Matthew 
Scott Stephenson, 44, of Fort 
Madison in the 1400 block 
of 35th Street on a charge 
of driving while barred. He 
was released upon citation.
01/27/20 – 8:19 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Andrew Philip Boylan, 26, 
of Fort Madison, in the 1600 
block of Avenue I, in a warrant 
for contempt. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
01/27/20 – 8:04 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Ashley 
Nicole Sturm, 36, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2400 block of 
Avenue G, on a warrant for 
domestic abuse assault, and 
assault. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/27/20 – 11:28 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jayme 
Thomesa Jenkins, 33, of Fort 
Madison in the 1200 block of 
24th Street on a warrants for 
contempt and driving under 

suspension. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
01/28/20 – 9:43 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2000 block of Avenue B.
01/28/20 – 2:35 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 4600 block of Avenue J.
01/28/20 – 6:58 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1900 block of Avenue H.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

01/24/20 – 8:39 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident in the 3500 block of 
Argyle Road. According to 
the report, a vehicle driven by 
Randy Lynn Wilkerson, 53, of 
Argyle lost control on snowy 
conditions and went into the 
ditch. Wilkerson complained 
of injuries, but was trans-
ported by private vehicle. No 
citations were reported.
01/24/20 – 12:08 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Karen Marie Decker, 
55, of Fort Madison at the 
North Lee County Courthouse 
on a court ordered hold. She 
was taken to the Lee County 
Sheriff’s department and held.
01/24/20 – 12:42 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Susie Bell Whitaker, 
56, of Argyle in the 400 block of 
Franklin Exchange in Franklin 
on warrants for 1st-degree theft 
and ongoing criminal conduct. 
She was released on bond.
01/24/20 – 12:45 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brandy Lynn Sturm, 
29, of Keokuk, in the 3500 
block of Johnson Street on 
charges of interference with 
officials acts and 4th-degree 
criminal mischief. She was tak-
en to the Lee County Jail and 
released on her recognizance.
01/24/20 – 5:03 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Danielle Lynn Smith, 
32, of Farmington, at the 
sheriff’s office on a warrant for 
a judgment. She was released 
on a weekend served.
01/25/20 – 12:57 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on the northbound 
on-ramp to Hwy. 61 from Hwy. 
2. According to the report, the 
driver, Jeremy Robert Yaeger, 
36, of West Burlington fled the 
scene but was late found at a 
nearby bar and was charged 
with OWI. He was also cited 
for failure to maintain control 
as his vehicle went into the 
ditch and struck a culvert.
01/25/20 – 1:35 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jeremy Robert 
Yaeger, 36, of West Burling-
ton, in the 2300 block of Hwy. 
61 in Montrose, on a charge 
of OWI. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and then 
released on his recognizance.
01/25/20 – 7:41 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Devlon Scott Lenz, 
25, of Fort Madison in the 1500 
block of 27th Street in Fort 
Madison, on a warrant for pro-
bation violation. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
01/26/20 – 2:30 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies cited 
Daniel Robert Sutton, 32, of 
Cedar Lake, Ind., on charges 
of public intoxication, 3rd-de-
gree criminal mischief, and 
2nd-degree attempted burglary. 
He released after citation.
01/27/20 – 6:54 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jordan Danielle Good, 
30, of West Des Moines, in 
the 1100 block of Hwy. 16 
in Houghton on charges of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and OWI-1st offense. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released 
on her recognizance.
01/27/20 – 5:43 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Troy Francis Markham, 
53, of Keokuk, in the 900 block 
of Bank Street on a warrant for 
3rd-degree harassment and 
a charge of being a fugitive 

See RECORD, page 3

http://www.grrwa.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

from justice. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
01/28/20 – 6:25 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Dillan Joseph 
McCarty, 21, of Keokuk, at 
the sheriff’s office on warrants 
for trespassing, 2nd-degree 
harassment and simple 
assault. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/28//20 – 6:47 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Sean Michael McCarty, 
19, of Fort Madison at the 
sheriff’s office on warrants 
for 2nd-degree harassment, 
simple assault and trespass-
ing. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
01/28/20 – 2:15 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Delbert John Kel-
lum, 45, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for parole violation. He 
was released on bond.
01/28/20 – 7:09 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kenneth Lavern 
Soper, Jr., in the 3800 block 
of Avenue L in Fort Madison, 
on a warrant for 3rd-degree 
theft and a charge of driving 
while barred. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

Hancock County 
Sheriff’s Report

01/22/20 – Brian J Slowick, 
age 48, of Nauvoo, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine. Slowick was released 
on his own recognizance and 
given a future court date.
01/22/20 – Nicholas R Queen, 
age 39, of Burlington, IA was 
arrested and charged with Pos-
session of Methamphetamine. 
Queen was also arrested on 
a Hancock County Warrant 
charging him with Failure to 
Appear/ Failure to Pay on 
original charges ofMetham-
phetamine. Queen remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/22/20 – Devin W Schofield, 
age 26, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Criminal Trespass 
to Residence. Schofield 

remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
01/22/20 – Holly A Gullberg, 
age 37, of Media, IL was ar-
rested on a Henderson County 
Warrant charging her with Ob-
structing Justice and Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance. 
Gullberg remains lodged in the 
Hancock County Jail in lieu 
of bail awaiting her extradi-
tion to Henderson County.
01/22/20 – Christopher M Golli-
her, age 33, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with Fail-
ure to Appear I Failure to Pay 
on original charges of Unlawful 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine. Golliher was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/22/20 – Justin M Hemphill, 
age 26, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Driving While 
License Suspended, Disobey-
ing Stop Sign, Unlawful Display 
of Registration, and Operating 
Uninsured Vehicle. Hemphill 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
01/23/20 – Matthew M Tindall, 
age 49, of Plymouth, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Bond Violation. Tindall remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
01/24/20 -Michael G Wix-
om, age 51, of Kahoka, MO 
was arrested and charged 
with Possession of Metham-
phetamine. Wixom was also 
arrested on a Clark County 
Missouri Warrant. Wixom 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail.
01/24/20 – Michael D Brooks, 
age 30, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Criminal Damage to Property. 
Brooks was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
01/25/20 – Dawn M Harr, age 
49, of Hamilton, IL was arrested 
on a Hancock County Warrant 
charging her with Failure to 
Appear on original charges of 
Driving While License Sus-
pended. Harr remains lodged 

in the Hancock County Jail 
in lieu of bail awaiting her 
initial court appearance.
01/25/20 – Jeremy C Gillette, 
age 19, of Fort Madison, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with Fail-
ure to Appear/ Failure to Pay on 
original charges of Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle and 
Speeding. Gillette was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/26/20 – Kevin C Taylor, age 
53, of Hamilton, IL was arrested 
and charged with Possession 
of Methamphetamine. Taylor 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his initial court appearance.
01/26/20 – Leopaldo G Garza, 
age 36, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
No Valid Driver’s License, 
Operating Uninsured Vehicle, 
and Improper Use of Regis-
tration. Garza was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/26/20 – Michael D Jones, 
age 51, of Fort Madison, IA 
was arrested on a Henderson 
County Warrant charging him 
with Failure to Appear/ Failure 
to Pay on original charges 
of Driving On Suspended 
License. Jones was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
01/26/20 – Shawn TA Nelson, 
age 22, of Warsaw, IL was ar-
rested and charged with Aggra-
vated Assault and Possession 
of Methamphetamine. Nelson 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
01/26/20 – Keaton M Howell, 
age 18, of Hamilton, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
No Valid Driver’s License. 
Howell was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

01/27/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
one medical call, one burn 
complaint, and a mercury spill 
at the old Fort Madison Prison.
01/28/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to six medical calls. 

For the Record - Continued from page 2 OBITUARIES

GERALD S. MATTER
Gerald S. Matter, known to everyone as Jerry, age 85, passed away peacefully at his 

home in Nauvoo, Illinois on Saturday, January 25, 2020.  Jerry was born on February 
20, 1934 in Naperville, Illinois to Myron and Evelyn (Lasanska) Matter. 

He served in the United States Navy aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Wasp.  After completing his military service Jerry raced midget cars and 
was known as the “Whiz Kid.” A crowd favorite on the track, he was 
eventually inducted into the Mazon Speed Bowl and Grundy County 
Speedway Hall of Fame.  On November 7, 1962 he married Karen Asbell 
and they had three children:  Troy, Julie and Nancy.  They later divorced. 

He was a union electrician with the IBEW, Local 13.  Jerry’s passions 
included world travel, shooting competitions, in-
cluding 1000 yard matches, big band music, duck 

hunting and boating the major rivers in the world.  He traveled 
the Mississippi River, beginning at Lake Itasca and finishing his 
journey at the mouth of the river in Pilottown, Louisiana.  His 
travels saw him visit more than 50 countries.  He was a member 
of the Mississippi Valley Vintage Racing Club (MVVRC), the NRA, and the Hancock 
County Gun Club.  Jerry was an avid reader of nonfiction and loved racing his Offy 
vintage midget race car with his last race at age 83.  

Jerry is survived by his son, Troy (Candy) Matter of Fort Madison, Iowa and his 
daughters, Julie (Pete) Mutuc of Boulder, Colorado and Nancy Matter of Boulder, 
Colorado.  He has three grandchildren: Claudia, Finn, and Sloane.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents and his brother, Thomas C. Matter.

A celebration of Jerry’s life is being planned for a later date.  Cards and memorials 
can be sent to Barr Memorial Chapel, 1919 Ave F, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627.  Barr 
Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Matter family and an online guest book may 
be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

MATTER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison
319-372-4882

Now serving you with more hours
Mon. & Tues., 8-5; Wed. & Thurs., 7:30-4

Bloodhounds split with Keokuk, Clark County
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison boys basketball 
team had just three wins against 10 losses going into 
Tuesday’s night’s game with Missouri’s Clark County.

The Hounds dropped a 45-37 loss to Keokuk on the 
road Monday for the 10th loss, but rebounded to knock 
off the visiting Indians 60-49 behind 21 points from 
senior Jayden Fedler.

Fort Madison jumped out early against Clark County 
with a couple of 3-balls from Fedler and senior Parker 
Denning for a 10-4 first quarter lead.

Sophomore Reinburn Turnbull, who’s seeing more 
and more action off the bench splitting time with the 
junior varsity squad, hit a three in the second quarter 
along with Michael Mosena. But the Indians would 
ramp up the defense and find some success inside to 
outscore Fort Madison 21-12 to take a 27-22 lead into 
the locker room.

Fort Madison would return the favor with some solid 
defense of their own and an 18-8 run in the 3rd keyed 

by Fedler’s seven points from inside the lane. Fedler 
finished with 21 to lead all scorers.

The Hounds would push the lead to ten at 47-37 in 
the fourth forcing Clark County to begin fouling. The 
Indians put Fort Madison at the free throw line 20 times 
in the final eight minutes and the Hounds converted 
on 14 of the 20, including Miles Dear’s 4 of 4, to put the 
game away.

Denning finished with 14 on the night. Sophomore 
Dayton Davis and Mosena each had seven. Jace Burgher 
and Dear put in four, and Turnbull had three to round 
out the Hounds scoring.

Connor Mack had 15, 10 in the second half for the 
Indians. Brandan Kracht had a dozen.

At Monday’s make up game with Keokuk, a slow start 
put the Hounds down by eight out of the gate, which 
proved to be the difference in the game.

With Keokuk collapsing on Fedler in the lane, holding 
him to no first half points. The Hounds made some ad-
justments and Denning was able to get some open looks 
on the perimeter putting up 10 points in the second 

quarter as Fort Madison closed the gap to three down 
22-19 at the break.

With the outside game warming up, Fedler and Davis 
were able to get some things going in a defensive third 
period combining for 10 points. Fort Madison cut into 
the Keokuk lead again trailing by just a bucket going 
into the fourth period.

But senior Eddie Lee, who’s averaging just under four 
points per game, put up six in the quarter for the Chiefs, 
and Fort Madison was held to just four points, two free 
throws from Fedler and a bucket from Mosena to spoil 
the Hounds chances for a win.

Denning had 15 to lead Fort Madison. Davis finished 
with eight and Fedler had seven.

Anthony Potratz had 12 to lead Keokuk. Lee and Tyjai 
Mueller had eight a piece for the Chiefs. Keokuk (12-3) 
has now won 12 of their last 13 and has lost all three 
games by a combined nine points. They host Mt. Pleas-
ant on Friday night.

Fort Madison (4-10) hosts Fairfield (1-11) on Friday 
night at the Hound Dome.

BY PCC STAFF
CENTRAL LEE – Mya Merschman put up 32 points and 

went 8-of-9 at the free throw line, but couldn’t catch up to 
Class 3A No. 10 West Burlington in a 66-60 loss Tuesday 
night at Central Lee High School.

The Falcons led the entire game and held a 10-point lead at 
the half despite Merschman’s 15 first half points. The Falcons 
matched Merschman inside with Samantha Dzawo who put 
up 12 in the half.

Dzawo and Mershcman were going toe-to-toe inside with 
plenty of fouls being called. Dzawo would eventually foul out 
and Merschman ended up with three.

The Falcons Sydney Marlow was given the green light to 
drive in the first half and went to the free throw line nine 
times in the first half alone, but only converted four.

Merschman would continue to pound away at the Fal-
con’s interior defense putting up 17 more in the second half 
included 5-of-5 from the free throw line to cut the gap to five 
with a minute left in the 3rd.

West Burlington would extend the lead back seven in the 
early going of the fourth. Dzawo would put up 10 more in the 
second half before fouling out and then Central Lee (9-7) cut 
the lead to two points with four minutes left in the game.

The Falcons would then put a 13-9 run together the rest of 
the way to seal the win, despite Central Lee outscoring the 
visitors 31-27 in the second half.

The Lady Hawks got 12 from Makayla Morrison and 10 
from Daly Brisbee. Ella Sanders had three, Mayce Watkins 
had two and Kaylynn Summers had a point to round out 
the Central Lee scoring. The Falcons were led with 22 from 
Dzawo, and 18 from Marlow.

Merschman’s 32 not 
enough in loss to WB

HTC boys roll to win over Van Buren Tuesday
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – There was nothing wrong 
with the defense of the Holy Trinity boys basketball 
team — holding Van Buren to just four points in the 
first 14 minutes of Tuesday’s game was a good sign of 
that.

Scoring points of their own was a problem for the 
Crusaders, but they solved it just enough to take a 

39-32 win.
Holy Trinity nearly let a 13-point halftime lead get 

away, but found enough points in the closing min-
utes.

“It was just a grinder,” Holy Trinity coach John 
Hellige said. “Hats off to the kids for staying with it. 
Our offense just didn’t seem to flow for some rea-
son. But I told the kids if you play hard defense, and 
rebound, you’re going to be in games even if your 
offense isn’t where you want it to be.”

Van Buren (3-12) had just one point in the first 
7:43 of the game — the Warriors’ biggest offensive 
burst in that quarter was a 3-point play by Tony Da-
vison with 17 seconds left.

The Crusaders (6-10) scored the first eight points 
of the second quarter, but didn’t score over the final 
2:24 of the half. Van Buren’s Wyatt Mertens scored 
the final five points of the quarter, and the Warriors 

See CRUSADERS, page 10

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com


BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – It’s a year of more firsts for Holy 
Trinity Catholic elementary students.

Just five months into their new digs in West Point, 
fourth and fifth grade science students on Thursday 
participated in their first science fair in the building’s 
new collaborative learning space on the second floor.

The projects were then opened to public viewing as 
part of National Catholic Schools Week.

The addition of the younger students was part of the 
school’s enhanced science program which includes 
Science Wednesday.

Fourth grade teacher Paula Sholl said the Science 
Wednesday with retired teacher Ernie Schiller helps 
focus science with younger students. .

“We just decided why not include them as they start 
to learn it. When they get to high school it’s promot-
ed big time as well, so they would be ready and more 
experienced,” Sholl said.

She said the fair was optional for fourth and fifth 
graders, but she said only a few didn’t participate.

Some of the toughest hurdles were giving the pre-
sentation, but she said the students practiced and went 
over the presentations to get over the nerves..

Sixth grade teacher Linda Peitz said data collection 
and graphing are a components of STEM (Science 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) activities.

“That’s science and math – compiling data and then 
finding averages whatever the case may be,” Peitz said.

She said it was also a good opportunity to introduce 
the students to scientific procedure as part of the Sci-
ence Wednesday.

“That was new to the fourth graders this year, so 
maybe it’s a little more difficult for them to get into 
following the scientific procedure when they get into 
something like this. But I think they all did a wonderful 
job, truthfully.”

Mason Roach did an experiment with how long a 
candle flame would last in a sealed jar with different 

levels of water in it. He said applications could be used 
in fire suppression, or even survival training when fire 
is needed.

He told judge Clay Steele, of the Lee County Conser-
vation District, that he really wanted to do something 
with magnets and graphing, but settled for a project a 
little easier to swallow.

Other projects looked at what popcorn popped the 
best, training mice in mazes, “fruit mummification” 
and the ever-popular Mentos and Coke experiment.

Schiller said this is the third year for the elementary 
fair for sixth graders and some fifth graders.

“This year we opened up to have a fair not for just 
sixth graders, but fourth, fifth and sixth, so when the 

kids get into high school they should have a good back-
ground of what it takes to do a good project” Schiller 
said.
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We’re Proud to Support
HOLY TRINITY

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

www.FMCHosp.com

We Proudly Support
Catholic Schools

Thank you to all our
teachers, associates, administrators, and staff 

for your dedication and commitment
to providing a quality education

for all students.

CELEBRATING
Catholic Schools Week

2805 Avenue L • Fort Madison
319-372-5001

Sub-Arena proudly supports
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

GRRWA
Great River Regional Waste Authority

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA • (319)372.6140
111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA • (319)524.6175
Toll Free: 1(800)216.2370 • FAX (319)372.6222

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

Main Bank
801 Ave. F

Fort Madison
(319) 372-2243

Drive-In
2501 Ave. L
Fort Madison

(319) 372-2218

West Point
504 Ave. D
West Point

(319) 837-6262
MEMBER FDIC EQUAL HOUSING

You’ll Thank A Bank Like Us!

We Proudly Support
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

this week & throughout the year

HTC’s youth put on science skills showcase

Mason Roach, an HTC 4th grader, tells Judge Clay Steele from the Lee County Conservation 
District, about the difference in flame life of candles in mason jars with different levels of water 
at Thursday’s HTC Elementary Science Fair.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Dostalek, Hellman win top 
awards for projects on drones 
and the effects of erosion 

“Entry level of science, doing their own 
thing, and trying to figure out what scientists 

do. That’s the concept.”
 -Ernie Schiller,,

HTC Science advisor

See FAIR, page 7

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sub-Arena-Sandwich-Shop-111594305545855/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.leecountybank.com/
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Sonny’s Super Market
Proudly Supports
Holy Trinity

Catholic Schools
& Catholic Schools Week

319.837.6126 
327 5th Street, West Point, IA

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri, & West-Central Illinois

We Support Holy Trinity Schools
We’re proud to support our schools

where we live and work.

Auto • Home • Health • Business • Life • Farm • Crop

We Proudly Educate our Readers Daily
www.PenCityCurrent.com

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison
319-372-4233

Treating People Like Family

The Kensington is part of the Agemark family of senior living communities.

Lee County Health Department
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Touching the Community with CareTouching the Community with Care

ments, the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, Fort Madison Community Hospital, 
P.A.W. Animal Shelter, and the Fort Madison Food Pantry.

While presenting at Fort Madison Police Department a group of students 
stopped to talk about the value they place in a Catholic education.

Nick Fullenkamp, a freshman who transferred back to the Holy Trinity system 
after leaving for a year to experience 8th grade at Fort Madison High School, 
said HTC is a better fit for him.

“I think the HTC schools have a really good community there and since it’s 
such a small school you get to know each other more than big public schools so 
that’s a big pro for me,” he said.

“It’s a whole bunch of different people and I wasn’t really comfortable with 
that, and I think it’s worked out very well.”

Kayla Box, also a freshman, said public school wasn’t an option in her family, 
but she never wanted to go anywhere else.

“I’ve always thought of Holy Trinity as like a little family almost. It’s small, we 
have small classes, we know everyone, we like everyone. We all get together and 
have fun,” Box said.

She said integrating church and education works for her and her family 
because it provides a well-rounded approach to learning inside and outside of 
religion.

“We’re always with the church because we are a Catholic School and the 
church is awesome,” she said.

“I go every Sunday. We do things with the church and the school and we’re 
compatible with each other. I like that family we have,” Box said.

Brooke Mueller said the integration of the church is more of a choice for her, 
but also a commitment.

“I feel like you can choose, but I feel obligated because they do so much for us 
as a whole school and individually.”

Mueller, who’s plays multiple sports at HTC, said the opportunities are there 
but the close knit group makes the competition for playing time fun.

Laura Mehmert is another freshman who’s been in the Holy Trinity System 

since she started school.
“I feel like its easier to become part of this family. When you play sports here 

it’s a smaller group and you can get to meet upper classman and get to know 
them, and get close to them,” she said.

“You get to know more people in your school and that’s so much nicer.
Nicole Pothitakis, a senior who isn’t Catholic but practices Christianity said 

even if your not Catholic you are still able to discuss God and faith.
“Everybody accepts me. We go to mass and I do get to worship God in those 

areas and learn more about God and religion, but it’s just a different side of 
things, which allows me to broaden my view,” Pothitakis said.

She said neither staff nor students have ever made her feel uncomfortable with 
the religious teachings, and said tolerance is part of the day-do-day discussions 
and teachings.

“Miss Taylor and other religion teachers have been really nice about incorpo-
rating me and other non-Catholics into the mix and making us feel comfort-
able.”

HTC High School principal Jason Woodley said this week is a chance for stu-
dents to not only thank the community for its support, but also share their faith 
and experiences.

Woodley is in his first full year at Holy Trinity after transferring in from Cen-
tral Lee. Woodley doesn’t practice Catholicism either, but said the administra-
tion and the Diocese make the integration easy and tolerant.

“The way I look at Catholic Schools Week is that it’s giving our students the 
opportunity to share their faith with other community members and their 
friends, not only here inside the walls but outside as well,” he said.

“This is an opportunity where we can also come together and really become 
one. So many times we come to events and then have private separate lives out-
side, but here we can integrate both.

“This week, gives us the chance to go and not only thank our community, but 
also welcome them into our schools and share that faith, is kind of how I look at 
it.”

National Catholic Schools Week wraps up on Friday with a fun, dress down 
day. High School students will be attending a movie and elementary will go 
bowling.

STUDENTS - Continued from Page 1

Tolerance part of curriculum at  Holy Trinity

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com/pdf
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCETHE DIFFERENCE
Thank you customers for a great 2019!

We look forward to serving you this year!

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Proudly Supporting Education
in our Communities

We’re Serious About Smiles
& Supporting

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

320 N. 3rd St. #711, Burlington
319.753.1600

www.TeamRandolph.com

EMAIL: info@menkeco.com

WE ARE PROUD
TO SUPPORT

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Working for You

WEST POINT • KEOKUK • BURLINGTON

“Entry level science, doing their own thing, and trying to figure out what scientists 
do. That’s the concept.”

On Feb. 5, the system will have a Holy Trinity Science night and the elementary 
students will be invited. After that, the sixth graders and above can have their proj-
ects graded at next level competitions.

Schiller said the fourth graders have really adapted to the concepts and put the 
presentation boards together at the school. He said parents helped with the projects 
at home, but it was important for the students to put the boards together on their 
own at school.

“I think what they’ve done here will instill confidence in them going forward, even 
in other classes… and when the run for President,” Schiller said.

A total of 36 projects were judged with 13 from 6th grade, 11 from 5th grade and 
12 from 4th grade. The top two projects were awarded to Aiden Dostalek, who had a 
project looking at the efficiency of drones, and Ellie Hellman’s project on soil ero-
sion.

Judges move around the projects at the Holy Trinity Elementary School 
Science Fair Thursday morning in West Point.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Science Fair brings confidence 
to younger HTC students

FAIR - Continued from Page 5

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

https://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.smclrr.com
http://www.MerschmanSeeds.com
http://www.TeamRandolph.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://www.MenkeCo.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Call 319-470-7372 to schedule your 2020 auction today.

On-Site or Online, We’re Ready to Serve You!

PremierAuctionsSalesIowa.com
Mason Holvoet

Owner/Auctioneer
Brian Holvoet

Owner/Logistics/
Ringman

Connor Holvoet
Logistics/Ringman

Chris Holvoet
Realtor

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

The Pen City Current is seeking a part-time to full-
time stringer/reporter for south Lee County.

Candidates will have some writing experience and 
basic photography skills. Compensation based on 
story production. Coverage would include the city 
of Keokuk, Keokuk Public Schools, Central Lee 
Public schools, south Lee County breaking news, 
and features. Sports coverage would be considered 
as an additional beat for the right candidate. This 
is an excellent opportunity with a rapidly growing 
local independent news outlet. 

Please send resume, writing/photography samples, 
and cover letter via email to:

Chuck Vandenberg
Editor - Pen City Current

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Reporter/Stringer
South Lee County

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

http://www.PremierAuctionsSalesIowa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Reporter/Stringer%20Position
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.41251 today to advertise!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Mention this coupon at time of service

OFFOFF
OIL CHANGEOIL CHANGE

Includes FREE Seasonal Check Up:
Battery, Suspension, All Fluid Levels, 
Radiator & Coolant, Tires & Lights, PLUS 
Road Test

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot combine with 
any other offers. One time use.

Valid for a limited time only!

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCETHE DIFFERENCE $$1010
Thank you customers

for a great 2019!
We look forward to

serving you this year!

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
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No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

trailed just 17-9 at halftime.
Holy Trinity led 26-18 in the third quarter before 

Mertens hit a 3-pointer to start a 9-2 run.
The Crusaders didn’t have a field goal over the final 4 

1/2 minutes, but made 9-of-13 free throws to hold off 
the Warriors.

“We missed some easy bunnies that we typically 
make,” Hellige said. “Some nights it’s just hard to ex-
plain.”

Van Buren had a chance to tie the game with less than 
a minute to go, but Davison missed a jumper. The War-

riors would score just one point the rest of the game.
Jason Thurman led Holy Trinity with 12 points. Matt 

Hellige had seven points, all in the second half. Vasin 
Thurman also had seven points.

“It was just an hour and a half of sheer will and deter-
mination,” Coach Hellige said. “I think the boys showed 
that tonight. Would I have liked to come out and score 
65 or 70 points? Yeah. But at the end of the day, a win’s 
a win. We won five games all of last season, we’ve won 
six games to this point this year. We just need to keep 
grinding.”

CRUSADERS - Continued from Page 4

Holy Trinity boys grind out win at VB

Crusaders can’t hang with No. 7 Van Buren
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADION – There was no easy choice for the Holy Trinity girls basketball team.
Playing No. 7 (Class 2A) Van Buren on Tuesday night meant the Crusaders would have to find a way to slow the 

combination of Isabel Manning and Taryn Scheuermann.
They couldn’t in a 63-34 loss.
Manning had 24 points, 18 in the first half. Scheuermann, a Northern Iowa signee, had 21, 14 in the second 

half.
“We were kind of doing a modified defense of a triangle-and-two,” Holy Trinity coach Tony Johnson said. “We 

were trying to stay with the Manning girl — obviously it didn’t work. We were trying to clog the lane. Any time 
(Manning) got the ball, we were trying to get it out of her hands.”

Manning had four 3-pointers in the first half — three in the first quarter — as the Warriors (15-2) built a 35-16 
halftime lead.

“The girls were there (defensively), we just couldn’t close out on the shooters quick enough,” Johnson said.
The defense worked early — Holy Trinity was down just 11-7 in the first five minutes before Van Buren closed 

the half with a 24-9 run.
Scheuermann took over in the second half. She had eight of Van Buren’s first 10 points, and 14 of the Warriors’ 

21 in the third quarter.
Manning and Scheuermann combined for 16 rebounds. Scheuermann also had four blocked shots.
Ashlyn Haas led Holy Trinity (8-9) with nine points. Kassi Randolph had six, as did Bailey Hellweg.

Falcons hold off 
Central Lee boys

BY PCC STAFF
DONNELLSON – Bronson Sargent and Dylan Stuecker 

combined for 33 points, but Central Lee couldn’t hold on in 
a 67-58 boys Southeast Superconference loss Tuesday night.

Stuecker scored all 15 of his points on 3-pointers in the 
first half as the Hawks led for a good portion of the half. 
West Burlington’s Colten Sherwood led all scorers with 22 
on the night, and helped the Falcons keep pace in the first 
with 11.

Junior Marvion Jackson also had 11 points in the paint 
for the Falcons in the first half.

Central Lee opened up an 18-13 first quarter lead behind 
three 3-balls from Stuecker, but the Falcons would throw 
up 21 points, eight by Jackson, in the 2nd to sneak into the 
locker room up by one, 34-33.

The momentum would stay with the Falcons in the third 
as they went on a 22-6 run for a comfortable lead going into 
the final period up by 15.

But the Hawks would work up a 4th quarter rally cutting 
the lead to eight at 58-50 with three minutes left, and then 
again at 61-53 with one minute left.

The Falcons (8-4) converted 9 of 14 free throws as Central 
Lee went into foul mode trying to catch up, But West Burl-
ington would miss the front end of two bonuses in between 
the 7th and 10th personal fouls to allow the Hawks, who 
were successful in converting off the misses, to try and get 
back in the game.

TJ Stutes and Sargent would hit back-to-back threes to 
get the Hawks to 58, but West Burlington (9-4) got hot at 
the right time from the free throw line converting their final 
nine points at the stripe to put the game away.

Central was led by Sargent with 18 and Stuecker with 15. 
Stutes had seven points, while Kade Myhre, Alex Sandoval 
and Derrick Denning each had six for the Hawks.

Central Lee falls to 2-14 on the year with the only wins 
coming against Van Buren. The Hawks play at Cardinal on 
Thursday night.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
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319-372-2144
707 Ave H

Fort Madison, IA 
thekingsleyguesthouse@gmail.com

Sunday,
February 9, 

2020
12 PM – 4 PM

Join the Kingsley Inn and other wedding 
professionals for a unique bridal opportunity! 
All vendors will work together to show you 
what happens when given a theme, just like 
your wedding!

• Kempker’s True Value & Rental
• River Rocks Bar & Grill
• Dodd Printing
• Sugar Lumps
• Swed & Co.
• Fat Jimmy’s Smokehouse & Catering
• Clara’s Garden
• The Colony Shop & Bridal Loft
• Dan Dalstra Photography
• Hy-Vee 
• Treblefl y Sounds DJ & Karaoke
• Small Grand Things
• Camber House
• Pure Romance
• Swoon Event Rental
• Cambre House & Farm
• Paige Pardall: Makeup & Hair
• Kingsley Inn
• Kingsley Guest House
More vendors and exciting news to come...

As you enter the Kingsley Inn, imagine walking in to 
your very own reception at our hotel! Vendors will be in 
the lobby, Club Room, Billiards Room, Parlor and the 
Guest House will be sat up for a wedding! The French 
doors to River Rocks will be open to highlight their area 
and all guest rooms will be open to look at too! 

WANTED: FARM hand. Cattle
& grain. Mt. Pleasant area.
563-260-2510

FOR SALE: 2002 Chevy Sil-
verado, 191K miles on 5.3 liter
engine. Automatic. 4X4. Runs
and drives well. Fresh oil
change. Does have a fair
amount of rust, but nearly new
tires. Truck is red on top and
black around the bottom.
Great truck to get around in
the snow. Heat works. Has CD
p l a y e r .  L o o k i n g  f o r
$2,500/obo. Text or call 319-
795-4071. Located in Keokuk.

FOR SALE: Must sell. 2007
Ford F-150 XLT Triton Cab &
a quarter. 96,300 original
miles. KBB $7967, asking
$6250. Will accept reasonable
offer. 319-201-0950

FOR SALE: 2014 Dodge Jour-
ney, 79k mi. Like new. 2 year
serv ice p lan.  Undercoat .
Loaded, V6, AT. $13,800. 319-
750-1501

FOR SALE: Four Micheline
235/75 R15 tires with alumin-
um rims off of a Ford Escape.
Excellent tread. $400 319-750-
7050

WANTED: FORD (Only) 1939
BACKING PLATES ONLY.
Left front & right front. Must
have Lg bolt on brake shoes.
Backing plates (2) bolts at bot-
tom and springs. Left rear &
right rear. Must have bolts on
brake shoes & springs. (2) Lg
bolts at bottom. Hydraulic
brakes. Leon at 319-371-6654
3356 Old Quarry Rd. in Wever

FREE TRUCK & trailer park-
ing spaces available for hotel
guests at Super 8 Motel in FM.

thing,” Smith said.
“Then I started seeing 

some high schools around 
the country coming up 

with some neat ideas.”
Smith said a staffer 

suggested getting “butch-
er” paper and having the 
kids put their hand prints 
on that.

“I’m like, ahh no, we 
can do a little better than 
that. So I had the guys 
repaint the walls, we put 
a brand new sign up and 
the kids were just like, 
“Oh, we want to do that.”

Smith said every day 
this week, the school has 
had a celebration as to 
why the students are glad 
to be there.

“It’s just kind of a 
celebration of the high 
school,” he said.

National School Choice 
Week was founded in 
2011 to promote the 
concept of all forms of 
school choice: district 
schools, district magnet 
schools, charter schools, 
private schools, and home 
schooling.

The week of events is 
scheduled the last week of 
January each year.

HANDS - Continued from Page 1

Fort Madison freshman Emily Steffensmei-
er gets purple paint applied to her hand be-
fore she makes a print on the Multi-Purpose 
Room’s west wall Thursday morning.

Hounds hands now adorn 
Multi Purpose Room

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The officer was taken to the Jones 
Regional Medical Center and found to 
have suffered bruising from the incident. 
The inmate was uninjured. This incident 
remains under investigation.

Gov. Reynolds 
applauds USMCA deal
Today, Gov. Reynolds released the 
following statement following President 
Trump signing the United States Mexico 
Canada Agreement (USMCA) at the 
White House: 

“President Trump successfully nego-
tiated a strong, balanced and reciprocal 
trade agreement that will benefit Iowa 
and the entire nation. Years from now, 
USMCA will prove to be a major boost 
to Iowa’s economy, especially for fami-
lies, farmers, manufacturers and small 
businesses.

“Mexico and Canada are Iowa’s top two 
trading partners, serving as a key market 
for our products. This agreement, along 
with phase 1 deals reached with China 
and Japan, will expand markets for Iowa 
producers. 

“I want to thank President Trump, 
Ambassador Lighthizer, and the entire 
administration for securing this critical 
trade agreement.” 

Gov. appoints Oxley to top court
DES MOINES– Gov. Kim Reynolds to-
day announced her appointment of Dana 
Oxley as a justice of the Iowa Supreme 
Court Tuesday afternoon at the Iowa 
State Capitol in Des Moines.

Oxley, of Swisher, currently practic-
es law with Shuttleworth & Ingersoll, 
P.L.C. in Cedar Rapids, and serves as an 
adjunct law professor at the University 
of Iowa College of Law. Previously, she 
served as a career judicial law clerk for 
Judge David R. Hansen on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. Oxley 
received her law degree from the Uni-
versity of Iowa College of Law and her 
undergraduate degree from the Universi-
ty of Northern Iowa.

Oxley is the governor’s third appoint-
ment to the Iowa Supreme Court. She 
fills the vacancy that arose because of the 
death of Chief Justice Mark Cady.

DNR to host Starr’s Cave meet
The Iowa Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) is hosting a series of town 
hall-style meetings where local staff will 
provide updates on recently completed 
hunting seasons, discuss possible chang-
es to hunting rules and regulations, and 
address other topics as requested.

The meeting is set for Burlington, Feb. 
26, 7 p.m., Starr’s Cave Nature Center, 
11627 Starr’s Cave Road

The meetings are open to the public. 
Comments collected from these public 
meetings will be considered along with 
other related comments received by the 
Iowa DNR prior to proposing changes to 
hunting rules and regulations. Proposed 
rules will be presented to the Natural 
Resource Commission during a regular 
public meeting for consideration and 
additional public comment.

IOWA BRIEFS - Continued from page 1

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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