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Fort Madison City Manager David Varley starts his budget presentation to the City Council Tuesday.

CITY LEVY DROPS: Property tax levy could
drop by as much 30 cents

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison residents could see a drop in
their property tax levy, according to a preliminary budget presented
Tuesday by City Manager David Varley.

The budget carries a city property tax, or mil, levy of $15.07 which
is down 29.1 cents/$1,000 of assessed valuation. It’s the fifth year in a
row the city’s budget formula has resulted in a lower tax rate.

However, county valuations have gone up in the past year, so overall
property tax bills could still be higher based on the
increased valuation of each property.

The general levy tax rate is still at the state maxi-
mum of $8.10/$1,000 assessed value. The city’s debt
service levy will drop slightly to $1.63/$1,000, down
about 8 cents. The other city funds that make up the
levy include:

» Local emergency management levy - 1.8

MOHRFELD

cents/$1,000

+ Employee benefits levy - $4.81/$1,000

« Emergency tax levy - 27 cents/$1,000

+ Aviation Authority (no levy was provided as Varley indicated no
budget has yet been submitted by the Airport Commission)

« Tort liability levy - 25 cents/$1,000

Varley told the council the biggest thing facing the city’s finances
See CITY, page 7

COUNTY'S RISES: County looking at
$ 1M plus in deficit spending

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Lee County Budget Director Cindy Ren-
strom is threading the needle in the 2020-21 county budget to
come in just under the 2% soft cap signed into law in 2019.

Governmental agencies are required to hold a special pub-
lic hearing for any revenue growth over 2% and obtain a 2/3
majority of board or council members to exceed the cap.

On Tuesday Renstrom proposed a $31.7
million budget for the next fiscal year that is
right at 2% growth.

The county is looking at a levy increase
of 29 cents per 1,000 assessed valuation
at $10.677/$1,000, which is up from the
$10.388/$1,000 assessed in 2019.

The county’s general taxable valuation
climbed over $1.56 billion with a rural valua-
tion of $845 million.

Preliminary numbers also show revenue generation for
general and rural service funds of $15 million.

However, the county has not charged a levy for mental
health and disability services since 2018 due to a state-man-
dated spend down of that fund’s balance. That spend down
was accomplished in 2019 and now the county has to levy

FEDLER

See COUNTY, page 7

CONDITION OF THE STATE
Local officials

react to address
from governor

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DES MOINES - Reactions from local legis-
lators was mixed over Governor Kim Reyn-
olds condition of the State address Tuesday
morning.

Reynolds called for bold budget changes to
several programs and called for two consti-
tutional amendments around

abortion and felon voting
rights. She again reiterated her
effort to reduce Iowa’s income
tax structure.

The second-term governor

introduced the Invest in Iowa
Act where she proposes to
cut income and property taxes, while creating
sustainable funding for mental health issues
and fully funding the Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreational Trust.

“These changes will make our vision a
reality. It's an investment in our future. And
it’s an investment in those who are our future,”
Reynolds said.

In 2010 Iowa voters created the outdoor
trust based on a formula for distributing
funds. Reynolds wants to adjust that formula
to allow for 58% or about $100 million annu-
ally, of the funds to go to water quality issues,
while committing $52 million to other efforts.

Sen. Rich Taylor (D-Mt. Pleasant) said there
are already minor water quality programs
going on in the state and the 58% may not be
enough to address the major issues.

“Tm just afraid we'll see some of those go
away and then we won't be putting much
more into it than we have been, but I hope I'm
wrong on that

Taylor said, in general, he was pleased with
what he heard in the Governor’s speech, but
said as in the past, she didn’t say how she was
going to pay for the programs.

“She has to be planning on cutting pro-
grams to pay for everything and still give
more tax breaks,” Taylor said. “You just can’t
do these things without money.”

The state wrapped up 2019 with a $289 mil-
lion surplus of funds and full cash reserve, but
has some mandates in play that haven't been
funded including the state’s mental health care

See REYNOLDS, page 4
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

DUSTIN T. COLYER

Dustin Thompson Colyer, of Dixon, formerly of Ft. Madison, Iowa, was born on
August 2, 1980, at Ft. Madison, Iowa, a son of Gregory Miller Colyer and Sandra
Lynn (Thompson) Lehrke and departed this life at 5:44 p.m., Wednesday, January 8,
2020 at his residence near Dixon. Dustin had attained the age of 39 years, 5 months
and 6 days.

Dustin was a member of the Boilermakers Union Local # 83, Kan-
sas City, Missouri and the Fraternal Order of the Eagles Aeres Post No.
1287, Ft. Madison, Iowa. He had worked as a boilermaker and later
as a timberbucker for the family owned tree service with his brother,
Luke.

Dustin was preceded in death by his maternal grandparents, Leon
COLYER and Ann Lee Thompson and his paternal grandfather, Basil Colyer.

Those left to mourn the passing of Dustin include: his daughter,
Naomi Jane Colyer, Onalaska, Wisconsin; his father, Gregory Miller Colyer, Don-
nellson, Iowa; his mother, Sandra Lynn Thompson Lehrke, Ft. Madison, Iowa; his
brother and sister-in-law, Luke Miller and Jenna Leigh Colyer, Dixon; several uncles,
aunts, cousins and many other relatives and friends.

Visitation will be held for Dustin on Friday, January 17, 2020 from 11:00 a.m. until
12:00 noon with the family speaking at 12:00 noon at the Barr Memorial Chapel
1919 Avenue E Ft. Madison, Iowa.

Memorials are suggested per the wishes of the family in memory of Dustin
Thompson Colyer.

MARY M. METIEROTTO

Mary Margaret “Margie” Meierotto, 88 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Tuesday
morning, January 14, 2020 at the Fort Madison Community Hospital, Fort Madison.
She was born June 10, 1931, a daughter of Richard and Emma (Kessler) Coster. On
December 29, 1952, she married Alvin Edward Meierotto in Fort Madison. He pre-
ceded her in death on October 10, 2015.

Margie was a graduate of St. Joseph Catholic High School, Fort
Madison. She graduated from nurses training in Burlington, Iowa.

She worked as a registered nurse for more than 30 years, retiring in
1983 from the former Sacred Heart Hospital, Fort Madison. She was a
member of Holy Family Parish. She enjoyed bird watching, music and
singing. She was devoted to her family.

She is survived by three sons: Daniel Meierotto of Wever, Iowa; Bri-
MEIEROTTO an (Barbara) Meierotto of Keokuk, Iowa; and Patrick Meierotto of Bur-

lington; two daughters, Deborah Mapes of Montrose and Carol (Gary)
Glasgow of West Point, Iowa; 19 grandchildren, 18 great grandchildren, 5 great great
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins. She was preceded in death by her
husband, two brothers, Richard and Alvin; four sisters: Mary Lucille, Mary Katherine,
Mary Alice, and Mary Lois; two sons, Dennis and James, and one grandson, Spencer.

A Rosary will be recited at 4:00 pm Thursday, January 16, 2020 at the Barr Memori-
al Chapel, Fort Madison. Visitation will follow and continue until 6:00 pm Thursday
evening at the funeral home.

Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:30 am Friday, January 17, 2020 at Ss. Mary
and Joseph Catholic Church, Holy Family Parish, Fort Madison, with Reverend
Joseph Phung as Celebrant. Burial will be at Soldiers Circle, Oakland Cemetery, Fort
Madison. A memorial has been established, contributions may be made at the Barr
Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Mei-
erotto Family and an online guest book can be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.
com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.
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For the Record/Area News

For the Record
Fort Madison Sheriff’s Report
Police Report 01/13/20 — 4:50 p.m.
01/13/20 - 5:27 p.m. — Lee County Sheriff's

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
a burglary in the 1800
block of Avenue A.
01/13/20 -6:59 p.m. -
Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1500
block of Avenue M.
01/13/20 - 7:35 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny/theft in the
Fort Madison area.
01/13/20 - 11:44 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
arrested Chris Harmey-
er, 49, of Fort Madison
in the 1000 block of
Avenue H, on a charge
of driving while barred.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
01/14/20 - 5:51 a.m. -
Fort Madison Police cited
Isaiah James Rultter, 32,
of Fort Madison in the
5700 block of Avenue O,
on a charge of driving un-
der suspension. He was
released upon citation.

Lee County

iot 2 news tip?

deputies arrested Kenneth
Michael Howell, 26, of
Keokuk at the sheriff's
department on 10 war-
rants of failure to obey
signlyield right of away,
two warrants for careless
driving, two warrants for
eluding, two warrants for
probation violation and
one count of domestic
assault with bodily injury.
He was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
01/14/20 - 5:00 a.m.

— Lee County Sheriff's
deputies arrested Joe
Cecil Saunders, Jr, 47, of
Burlington at the Lee/Des
Moines county line on a
warrant for parole viola-
tion. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above

are presumed inno-

cent until proven guilty

in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire

& Rescue Report
01/13/20 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to three medical calls.

Call Chuck (319)3711670

Tony Wolfe

Insurance Services
Fort Madison, 1A 52627
Tony@tawins.com

SE lowa Regional planning gets DOD award

BY PCC STAFF

WEST BURLINGTON
— The Iowa Employer
Support of the Guard and
Reserve (ESGR), a Dept
of Defense operational
committee, announced
today Southeast Iowa
Regional Planning Com-
mission (SEIRPC) was
honored with a Patriot
Award in recognition of
extraordinary support
of its employee serving
as a reservist in the Iowa
National Guard.

According to Mark Hen-
nessey, lowa ESGR State
Chair, “the Patriot Award
was created by ESGR to
publicly recognize individ-
uals who provide out-
standing patriotic support
and cooperation to their
employees, who like the
citizen warriors before
them, have answered their
nation’s call to serve.

SEIRPC and Executive
Director Mike Norris
were nominated for being
highly supportive of Iowa
Army National Guard
Specialist Steven Stransky,

Courtesy photo

From left to right: Mike Norris, SEIRPC Executive Director; is pic-
tured with Zach James, SEIRPC Assistant Director; Steven Stransky,
SEIRPC Planner, and Specialist in lowa Army National Guard, Don T.
Lane, Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve with an award from

the ESGR.

also a SEIRPC planner.
Supportive supervisors
are critical to maintaining
the strength and readiness
of the nation’s Guard and
Reserve units.

SEIRPC is one of 17
councils of governments
(COGs) in Iowa and rec-
ognized in Chapter 28H
of Towa Code. SEIRPC is a

local government mem-
ber-supported entity and
serves Des Moines, Henry,
Lee and Louisa counties
and provides planning,
grant writing, technical
services and program
management for the
region.

SEIRPC is governed by
a 19-member board of

Thank you for your votes!

We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.
We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup — call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

directors and also manages
SEIBUS, Great River Hous-
ing Trust Fund, Mediap-
olis Housing Trust Fund,
Southeast Iowa Housing,
Inc., Southeast Iowa Re-
gional and Economic Port
Authority, Region 16 Re-
gional Planning Afhiliate,
Southeast lowa Economic
Development District.

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates

319-753.2515

New London Dental Care

319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

(319).371.1670
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From the Front

Local leaders would like to see more for broadband

REYNOLDS - Continued from Page 1

programs.

Reynolds said she is still set on reducing property tax and
income tax burdens on individuals and businesses including
reducing the state’s top tax rate from 9% to 5.5% by 2023.

She also plans to reduce personal income taxes by 10% for
almost every Iowan with lower income Iowans receiving as
much as a 25 percent cut in 2021.

“If we're going to drop the top by 3.5% then we should
drop the lower bracket by 3.5% as well. I doubt that will
happen. This will be another issue where the rich get all the
benefit,” Taylor said.

State Rep. Joe Mitchell (R-Wayland) said he supports
reducing people’s tax burden as long as some of the commit-
ments don't get lost in the cuts.

“Thaven't seen the numbers directly and this is the first
time I've heard the proposal from her or anyone else,” Mitch-
ell said.

“My concern is that our financials show we can afford to
keep our promise to our schools, roads, bridges, prisons,
and health care. In general I'm supportive but sometimes we
jump the horse and we do the tax cuts and don't cut any-
where else and get in trouble””

Reynolds also wants to put an additional $15 million into
rural connectivity and restructure the state’s match program
to better leverage private and federal funds to connect the
entire state.

“Broadband is not a luxury; it’s critical infrastructure.
From the farmer checking crop conditions to the Main Street
business participating in the 24/7 marketplace, connectivity
should be the expectation no matter where you live,” Reyn-
olds said.

Taylor said he has a bill on his desk that proposed to raise
the state’s commitment $10 million, but would also add

money to the state’s Chief Information Officer’s budget to
eielp smaller Internet service providers secure federal grants
to improve service.

“So many of our smaller Internet providers are people try-
ing to provide service in rural areas and they just don’t have
the resources or the personnel to write the grants and qualify
for them,” Taylor said.

“I'm hoping we can mix our goals together and use the

good part out of mine and the $15 million in hers and make
a real program that will work for the little guy”

Mitchell said hed like to see that number a bit higher.

“$15 million is in the right direction, but in our rural
areas we have to have access to high speed. No business will
want to come to southeast Iowa if we don’t have that,” he
said.

Reynolds also talked about education
funding and said she is proposing to put
$103 million in new funding into the state’s
public schools in the next budget. The state
added $90 million in 2019.

Taylor said that amounts to about 2 to
2.5% allowable growth, which he said still
isn’t near where it should be, but it’s a big step forward from
the past several years.

Reynolds also said computer science should be a basic
skill taught in every school and is asking for the state to be
at 100% of elementary schools teaching computer science.

Mitchell said it’s the skill set of the future and we have to
be teaching our kids to be competitive with
the rest of the world.

“It’s a good initiative to have every school
have computer science as something they
are teaching,” Mitchell said.

“At WACO they innovated it and have
received grants for those programs. That's
future coding, computer science and tech-
nology, so obviously we need to be preparing our kids for
that skill set”

Reynolds said she wanted to get sustainable funding from
the general fund to help pay for the state’s mentally ill. Lee
County spent down their mental health services budget in
2019, but will have to levy a property tax for those services
in the next budget. Reynolds’ move would eliminate that.

Taylor is skeptical that can be a permanent solution.

“I don’t want to cut counties from levying and then decide
in three years that’s not working out and we have to pick
that levy back up,” Taylor said.

“If it’s permanent I'm all for it, and our area supervisors
would be in favor of that. But if it’s not permanent, then we

TAYLOR

MITCHELL

better be leery of what we're signing up for.”

Reynolds also said it was time for constitutional amend-
ments addressing abortion and felon voter rights.

“We must protect life by making clear, through an
amendment, that our constitution does not grant a right to
abortion. It's time, and unfortunately it’s necessary.”

Mitchell said he didn’t read that as a constitutional
amendment banning abortion, but amending to say there’s
no constitutional right to an abortion under Iowa law.

“This is reversing the ruling and saying there’s not a right
in the constitution to have an abortion,” Mitchell said.

“An amendment, if approved through the House and Sen-
ate, would go to a vote of the people and I'm fully supportive
of letting people directly vote on it

Taylor said it’s an attack on women's health care in the
state.

“I really have never thought anybody is in favor of abor-
tions, but that is a women’s health care issue and I think we
should stay out of women’s, and families, and health care
decisions. It’s another attack on womans health”

The governor is also pushing for an amendment to restore
voting rights for felons. Taylor said she could do it by exec-
utive order if she was really passionate about it, but Mitchell
said he thinks Reynolds wants it in the state’s constitution so
it’s not so easily reversed as another executive order.

“She wants this set in stone and is pressuring the legis-
lature to do our job and pass that so it’s forever instead of
temporary, Mitchell said.

Other new proposals in the speech included:

« an additional $2 million for Renewable Fuels Infrastruc-
ture and expanding the E-15 Plus Promotion Tax Credit

« expanding tele-medicine throughout the state to include
public schools and birth facilities

+ adding $1 million for work-based learning coordinates
to expand apprenticeships and learning clearinghouses

+ add $2.8 million each to the Last Dollar Scholarship
program and the Employer Innovation Fund to help state
workers upskill for new jobs

« double the income limit from $45K to $90K to qualify
for Early Childhood tax credits

« reduce hurdles to professional licensing to include those
with criminal records, as well as eliminating licensing fees
for low-income Iowans

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 3725759

5102 Ave. O
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized for Professional Excellence

Firms included in the 2020 Edition of U.S. News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” are
recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients and
peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The Best
Lawyers in America, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in the United
States. Achieving a tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law practice and
breadth of legal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis has been named to The Best Lawyers in America
every year since 2013.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, lowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632
www.PothitakisLaw.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

Follow

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INFORMAL PRIVATE
HEARING
January 20, 2019
5:00 P.M.
AGENDA

I. Informal Private Hear-
ing pursuant to lowa Code
279.19A

FORT MADISON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING
January 20, 2019
6:00 P.M.

Finance:
Hope/Wondra
AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order
and determination of a
quorum

Il. Recognition of
guests

lll. Reading of Founda-
tion documents

IV. Monthly communi-
cations

A. Student Rep Re-
port — Dalaney Walker &
Isabella Boeding

B. Superintendent Goal
Report

C. “Did You Know?”
https://www.fmcsd.org/
kindergarten/

D. Curriculum Corner
- Assessing Student
Learning

E. District Presentations

V. Approve the agenda

VI. Consent Agenda

A. Minutes

1. December 16, 2019
Regular Meeting

2. January 6, 2020
Work Session/Special
Meeting

B. Financial reports

1. December Balance
Sheet

2. December Revenue
Summary

3. Expenditure report

4. Student Activity
report

C. Accounts payable

1. December General
Account Board Bills for
Approval AMEX

2. January General
Account Board Bills for
Approval

3. Student Activity
Account Board Bills for
Approval

4. Nutrition Account
Board Bills for Approval
AMEX

D. Consider personnel
resignations

1. Ashley Fraise, ele-
mentary health assistant

2. Stephanie Settles,
associate at the middle
school

3. Deborah McWhorter,
bus driver

E. Consider employ-
ment of personnel

1. Christine Toubekis,
associate at Holy Trinity
Elementary

2. Mandi Eid, food ser-
vice at Richardson

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free

YMCA membership

included.

2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-

washer,

built-in  microwave.

Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty

Co.

F. Consider contract
modifications

1. Termination of Kyhlie
Daughters, associate at
Richardson

G. Consider leave of
absence

H. Consider open en-
rollment requests

I. Other reports

1. Activity and athletic
fundraisers

Director
moved and director
seconded the documents
submitted in the consent
section of the agenda be
approved and/or filed as
submitted.

VII. Action Items

A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services
— Kim Harmon

1. Approve Modified
Supplemental Amount
Dropout Prevention/At
Risk

B. Superintendent — Dr.
Erin Slater

1. Consider approval
of recommendation from
Activities Director through
Superintendent for
termination of a 279.19A
contract.

2. Consider approval of
policy changes

208.1-R School Im-
provement Advisory
Committee

501.6b Delete

505.5 Graduation Re-
quirements

505.5-R Graduation
Requirements

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-
dy Elmore

1.

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services

— Kim Harmon

1. February Board
Instructional Tour

B. Superintendent — Dr.
Erin Slater

1. Consider policy
changes

209.1 - Development of
Policies - same as IASB,
no change

209.2 - Adoption of Pol-
icy - same as IASB with
minor change

209.3 - Dissemination
of Policy - recommend to
delete

209.4 - Suspension of
Policy - same as IASB, no
change

209.5 - Administration
in the Absence of Policy -
same as IASB, no change

2. Certified Employee
Attendance

3. Board Member Atten-
dance

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-

Reporter/Stringer
South Lee County

The Pen City Current is seeking a part-time to full-
time stringer/reporter for south Lee County.

Candidates will have some writing experience and
basic photography skills. Compensation based on
story production. Coverage would include the city
of Keokuk, Keokuk Public Schools, Central Lee
Public schools, south Lee County breaking news,
and features. Sports coverage would be considered
as an additional beat for the right candidate. This
is an excellent opportunity with a rapidly growing
local independent news outlet.

Please send resume, writing/photography samples,
and cover letter via email to:
Chuck Vandenberg
Editor - Pen City Current
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Us

@pencitycurrent

dy Elmore

1. Discussion - Certified
Budget FY20-21

IX. Comments from the
audience

X. Legislative update

Xl. Announcements

XIlI. Adjourn

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

(o]
g8
?D §-§ Posters Ar‘t
‘Uln g g Flyers S_Uprzlles
o Printing
a Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.2121
Fort Madison, 1A doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/I [Pinterest ligrandthings.com

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!
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http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.fmcsd.org/kindergarten/
https://www.fmcsd.org/kindergarten/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent

6 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, January 15, 2020

Classifieds

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

= Producers who process, retail or direct market

= Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding

NO and training
PHOTO

" Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

oN
FLE B

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

B FARM BUREAU
@D, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Western Agricultural Insurance Gompany*/West Des Moines, IA. *Gompany provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services GAO19 (12-14)

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

utomotive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

* Transmission Repair
* Alignments
* Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41* Street Fort
Madison, IA 52627

Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care

Memory Care — Ventilator Support .
24 L Like us on Facebook

THelp CRRWA Keey Your Community Hazard-Fres!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, 1A Kookuk, IA
1-319-572-6140 1319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grwa.com  facebook com/grwa

Martha Hawes, Sales Consultant
martha@pencitycurrent.com

319.316.3621

Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information « www.pencitycurrent.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I’'m not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.’

o StateFarm’

State Farm

1708167.1 Bloomington, IL

YOUR AD
HERE

319.316.3621

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs
(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”

American Family Insurance
Melissa Pech

Customer Service Rep
Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.

Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com 601 Jefferson St.,

Burlington, Iowa, 52601
Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164
Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM
(800-692-6326)

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Great Atmosphere!
Fabulous Food!

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com

319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 Pm
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Ma

28 in
Keokuk, IA 52632



https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
mailto:martha%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front

Franchise fee still
part of budget talks

Supervisors table elected official raises

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

CITY - Continued from Page 1

is how to maintain services that are paid from the General
Fund.

“Revenue has dipped below expenditures and this looks to
continue into the future unless some significant changes are
made,” he wrote in his budget report.

“Also, our reserve has dropped to an unacceptable level of
around 0% and that puts us in a precarious situation.”

Councilman Mark Lair asked Varley what solutions he
had come up with to solve some of the problems, and Varley
referred back to the franchise fee on gas and electric users in
the city.

Varley presented options to the council in 2019 that includ-
ed a 2 and 3% franchise fee. Iowa law caps the franchise tax at
5%. But if cities are currently collecting the 1-cent local op-
tion sales tax, that would no longer be collected on the utility
bills in lieu of the franchise tax. State law prohibits collecting
both from utility users.

A 2% franchise fee would generate a net $479,000 per year.
A 3% tax would net the city $759,000 annually.

Varley and city finance director Peggy Steffensmeier, are
projecting total general fund revenues for 2020-21 to come in
at $5.93 million, while expenses total $6.12 million.

City officials are planning on closing out a $6 million quali-
ty of life bond that has been used to improve streets, play-
grounds, and parks. There is about $100,000 left in the fund
and that will be used to find a solution for the Victory Park
tennis courts and to make needed repairs at the city’s pool.

The city’s hotel/motel tax is expected to see a decrease. Re-
vised numbers for 2019-20 show revenues at $230,120, with
next year’s projections at $209,300. Hotel/Motel tax revenues
are used for programs, facilities, and salaries of tourism-ori-
ented functions and for approved donations to events in the
city limits.

Other issues that cropped up during the workshop includ-
ed keeping a full time investigator on the police department
staff and possibly holding oft on some bridge repairs to keep
money flowing into street repair.

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker asked for additional time
to look and said she would like to see numbers on different
proposals.

“I need some more numbers and we need to work on pro-
jections, and we need to see the proposed revenue,” Bowker
said.

“We want to do the investigator, and pave more streets,
and we want to do all these things, which are great things,
but where is this money coming from? We need some more
spreadsheets and need more data in order to look at that
revenue.”

She said to have good numbers and not stress out staff the
council needs more time.

Mohrfeld said he was after a quality budget and not rush-
ing through the process.

Another budget workshop was set to follow the Feb. 4th
regular council meeting.

for that fund at a rate of 92
cents/$1,000.

Without that increase the
county could possibly have
seen a decrease in the levy,
however the proposed bud-
get includes $1.1 million
in deficit spending which
reduces the county’s ending
balance June 30, 2021 to
$8.74 million.

It's important to note that
the budget numbers are not
final and budget workshops
continue to be held. The

county has until March 31
to submit its budget to the
state, but must hold man-
dated public hearings and
publish the budget prior to
submitting it.

Several items were tabled
including approving elected
department heads’ sala-
ry increases. Those were
recommended at 2% by the
county compensation board
in November.

A motion was also made
by Supervisor Matt Pflug to

turn down a recommend-
ed 3% raise for the board
of supervisors. Pflug and
Gary Folluo voted in favor
of motion, but Rick Larkin
and Rich Harlow both
voted against the measure
leaving Chairman Ron
Fedler to break the tie, and
Fedler voted against the
move, which leaves the raise
included in the budget.
However supervisors
can vote later to decline
the raise after numbers are
firmed up on the budget.
“Rick brought something

up that’s important and that
is let’s wait until we come
closer to what we decide
our budget is looking like
and have another discus-
sion and vote on it,” Fedler
said. So I'm voting no for
that reason, not saying I'm
supporting or opposing it,
but just to see where we
are”

Larkin then moved to
table the elected depart-
ment heads’ salaries until
the budget is clearer. Folluo
voted against tabling the
salaries.

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H

Ft Madison, |A 52627
319-372-8001

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

OIN THE MOVEMENT!

Implement these
simple steps
to create
a healthy footprint!

Reuse

Instill new life
into items you
would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless

Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless
statements, use digital
shopping lists & other
documents.

Go

Waste Free

Make a conscious

effort to stop using

your waste bin. Recycle

or compost any items

that have an end-of-life

solution.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

Only purchase what’s
made to be recycled. Look
for the recycling symbol
on the packaging.

www.grrwa.com

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &
Keokuk facilities.

Compost

Build or purchase a
composting bin for
food & yard waste.
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a
healthy garden in
the spring.

Backyard
composting
improves soil
quality & makes
for healthier
plants!

Buy
Recyclables

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa



http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
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