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County may run EMS in 2021
EXTENSION:  Supervisors extend Lee County EMS contract for one year at $900K

ISP staffer at 
home after 
positive test

COVID-19

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – County officials 
are breathing a little easier today 
after voting to continue the current 
ambulance service for an additional 
year.

The move was made as part of the 
Lee County Board of Supervisors 
regular meeting Tuesday. Supervi-

sor Gary Folluo cast 
the lone vote in oppo-
sition to the move that 
was approved, 4-1. The 
motion also creates 
a path to the county 
taking ownership of 
the service.

At times 70 people were logged 
into the teleconference meeting.

After listening to a detailed pre-
sentation from Fort Madison Fire 
Chief Joey Herren regarding the 
joint effort from the Keokuk and 
Fort Madison Fire Departments to 
provide the service, conversation 
turned back to current provider Lee 

County EMS Ambulance, Inc.
Bill Young, the director of the 

ambulance service, said they want 
to do whatever they can to help the 
county bridge the gap from July 1, 
to whenever the county can take 
over the service.

Supervisor Chairman Ron Fedler 
said he’d been holding conversations 
with Young and Richard Young, an-
other family member in the compa-
ny’s investor group.

CITY COUNCIL

City revenues 
holding up 

during crisis
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison’s 
revenues through April are a little 
better than anticipated, according to 
City Manager David Varley.

Varley said during his report at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Fort 
Madison City Council, that stores like 
Wal-Mart are up almost 60%, which is 
helping sales tax revenues. The county 
is also lean on other national boutique 
retailers who are suffering through the 
coronavirus pandemic.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A state De-
partment of Corrections official 
confirmed Tuesday that a staffer at 
the Iowa State Penitentiary is at home 
recovering from COVID-19.

The staffer was tested independent 
of ISP protocols, according to DOC 
spokesperson Cord Overton.

Overton said the employee had been 
off work for more than a week before 
being tested for the coronavirus, and 
has remained at home recovering.

As of Monday, five inmates had 
been tested at the prison with no 
positive results confirmed, according 
the DOC website. The website does 
not list the numbers of staff tested, but 
only numbers of confirmed positives, 
and those listed as recovered.

On March 20, the department 
imposed a list of safety measures to 
prevent introduction of the virus into 
the state’s prison systems, as well as to 
prevent mitigation, including ramped 
up personal protective equipment 
supplies and usage training, screen-
ing all new inmates introduced to the 
system, special quarantines for symp-
tomatic inmates, constant monitoring, 
and the introduction of “clean teams” 
that focus on sanitizing and virus 
protection.

The prison system also canceled all 
volunteer activities and visitations 
until further notice.

Across the state, 840 inmates have 
been tested with 21 confirmed posi-
tives. None of those confirmed cases 
are shown as recovered. Fifteen staff 
members around the state have been 
confirmed positive with four listed as 
recovered.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The Lee County Board of Supervisors has agreed to a one-year ex-
tension with Lee County EMS for a proposed $900,000 annual sub-
sidy. As part of the agreement, the county will begin talks with the 
ambulance service to take ownership on July 1, 2021. 

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 20 May ......................................................Light Rain, 63.2º F/ 54.5º F
THU 21 May ........................................................Light Rain, 63.3º F/ 58.4º F
FRI 22 May ........................................................ Light Rain, 70.0º F/ 63.3º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 05/18 .........................................10 27 32 43 47, Lucky Ball: 10
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PICK 3 05/18 EVENING ....................................................................................2 7 2
PICK 4 05/18 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 5 2 7 9
PICK 4 05/18 EVENING .................................................................................6 1 5 6

See COUNTY, page 8

Worker is first positive 
case recorded at Fort 
Madison prison

Construction crews work on several areas of Highway 2 between Fort 
Madison and Donnellson Tuesday afternoon doing concrete patching. 
Traffic is being controlled with signals and is reduced to one lane in 
several places while the work is done.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCHighway 2 work

FEDLER

See FUNDS, page 4
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

OBITUARIES

J.D. BOYD FOSTER
J.D. Boyd Foster, 38, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 11:22 p.m. on Friday, May 15, 

2020 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.  He was born on January 27, 1982 in Iowa City, 
IA to Clinton & Vanessa Hill Foster.  He was a soldier in the U.S. Army and served two tours 

of duty in Iraq.  He had a big heart and would take the time to help anybody 
in need.  He enjoyed working on cars with his dad and animals, especially 
cats.  He loved all his military brothers & sisters and his lifelong high school 
friends, especially Aaron & Charles.

J.D. is survived by: his mother & step father: Vanessa (Bill) McFarland of 
Fort Madison, IA; his father & step mother: Danny (Julie) Foster of Burl-
ington, IA; his girlfriend: Brittany Scott of Fort Madison, IA; 1-son: Ashton 
Heidbreder of Fort Madison, IA; 1-daughter: Gracie Heidbreder of Fort 

Madison, IA; 1-grandson: Preston Heidbreder of Fort Madison, IA; 2-sisters: Stacia Shirey of 
Burlington, IA & Heather (Christopher Brooks) Shirey of St. Paul, MN; 
nieces & nephews & his paternal grandparents: Carl Foster of West 
Point, IA & Marjorie Foster of Burlington, IA.  He was preceded in 
death by 1-sister: Jessica Wiegard & his maternal grandparents. 

A private family graveside service will be held at Fairview Cemetery 
in rural Fort Madison with military rites.  Instead of a memorial fund, 
the family asks that whenever you see the V.F.W. selling red poppies, please buy one in J.D.’s 
memory.  Online condolences to J.D.’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the family.

FOSTER

OBITUARIES

ROY E. FLATTEN
Roy Edward Flatten, 78, of Hamilton, IL died Monday, May 18, 2020 at UnityPoint Health in Ke-

okuk, IA.
He was born January 8, 1942, the son of Ed and Ellen Sutten Flatten in Osceola, WI. Roy graduated 

from New Richmond High School with the class of 1960.  
On June 5, 1965, Roy was united in marriage to Susan Shern in New Richmond, 

WI.  She survives. He is also survived by a daughter, Christine Reynolds (Chris 
Kirkman) of Chimacum, WA, a son, Gregory Edward Flatten (Keri) of Denison, TX, 
seven grandchildren, Nick Reynolds, Wesley Flatten, Gage Flatten, McKenna Flatten, 
Olin Reynolds, Grant Flatten and Alexis Flatten, three great grandchildren, Mason 
Flatten, Tucker Flatten and Phoenix Flatten, one sister, Linda Rogers (Mike Miller) 
of Woodlands, TX  his step-father, Glen Beestman of New Richmond, WI and one 

sister-in-law, Max Flatten.
He was preceded in death by his father, Ed Flatten, his mother Ellen 

Beestman and two brothers, Curtis Flatten and Kenny Flatten.
He was employed at Armour Dial as a waste treatment operator for over 

forty years retiring in 2000. He enjoyed golfing, bowling, dancing, listening to 
all types of music and motorcycle riding. Roy’s family was the most important 
aspect of his life.  His favorite pastime was playing poker, cribbage, 500 or 
euchre and he was quite a passionate player.  He also enjoyed traveling to Texas where he and his wife 
Susan spent winters at Tip O’ Texas.  

 A visitation will be held on Friday from 1 – 7 p.m. at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk. Due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions on mass gatherings there will be a limit of ten people in the funeral home at 
one time with social distancing guidelines in effect.   Those who attend are encouraged to wear a mask 
if possible.  Be prepared to wait outside or in your cars if there are ten people in the funeral home when 
you arrive. Burial will be at a later date in New Richmond Cemetery in New Richmond, WI.     

 Memorials may be made to the Shriners Hospitals for Children, www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.
org.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

FLATTEN

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

PELLA, Iowa - The Pella 
Police Department and the 
DCI have identified the 
victim and arrested a sus-
pect in Monday evening’s 
homicide. After responding 
to a report of an argument 
at 101 Glenwood Street, #4, 
Pella police officers found 
46-year-old Tracy Mond-
abough of Ottumwa injured 
inside a vehicle. 

Officers performed 
lifesaving measures on Ms. 
Mondabough, but she was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

On Monday night, Pella 
resident, 55-year-old Mi-
chelle Boat, was arrested 
and charged with a Viola-
tion of No-Contact Order. 
Ms. Boat was transported to 
the Marion County Jail. To-
day, the charges against Ms. 
Boat were amended to in-
clude one count of Murder 
in the First Degree (Class A 
Felony). Ms. Boat remains 
in the Marion County Jail 
on a $2 million bond. 

The Pella Police Depart-
ment, the Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office, the Marion 
County Attorney’s Office 
and the DCI are continuing 
the investigation. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
contact the Pella Police De-
partment at 641.628.4921.

An autopsy to determine 
the cause and manner of 
death will be conducted by 
the Office of the State Medi-
cal Examiner. 

Pella woman 
charged with 

murder

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.
http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com


Pen City Current - Wednesday, May 20, 2020 - 3

Obituaries/Lee County News

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
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OBITUARIES

RICHARD L. BALLEW
Richard Lee Ballew, 75, of Donnellson Iowa passed away after a long battle of can-

cer May 18th at River Hills Village in Keokuk.
Richard was born April 4th, 1945 in Downing, Missouri to Edward and Inez 

(Broadwell) Ballew.  He attended Keokuk High School and graduated in the Class 
of 1963.  His first date with the love of his life, Nancy Christina Wood, was at the 
Montrose Watermelon Festival and they were married in Farmington at the Saint 
Boniface Catholic Church on November 2, 1966.  Richard served 4 years in the Unit-
ed States Navy as Yeoman upon Destroyer USS John R. Craig (DD-885).  During his 
service, he received the following awards:  National Defense Service Medal, Repub-
lic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal (3 Stars), Combat Action 
Ribbon and Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Korea).   Upon discharge from the 
Navy, he worked nights at Foote-Mineral and attended Parson College in Fairfield 
where he received his Bachelor Degree in Business Administration with a Minor in 
History and Teaching Certification.  Mr Ballew was a well-respected teacher and 
coach for 43 years of which 38 he dedicated to Central Lee High School. He was also 
a recent member of the Saint Boniface Catholic Church.

Richard was quite the entrepreneur and was always wheeling and dealing.  He 
owned a trailer court, the old Donnellson School, several rentals, and flipped 
houses/cars to make extra money.  Mr. Ballew truly cherished his career teaching 
students and always looked forward to attending Prom to dance with all of them. 
He enjoyed karaoke, bike riding, dancing, collecting antiques and hustling a game of 
pool.  Richard simply loved people and entertaining them but his biggest joy in life 
was spending his time with family.

He is survived by his wife Nancy Ballew of Donnellson.  Two daughters, Jennifer 
(Jim) Dawson of Argyle, Iowa and Heather Ballew (Chris McCormick) of Montrose, 
Iowa.  Four Grandchildren, Christopher (Sarah) Berg of Fallon, Nevada, Elizabeth 
(Jamie) Runge of Donnellson, Iowa, Chloe (Darren) Cassiday of Fairfield, Iowa and 
Emily Dawson of Donnellson, Iowa.  Three Great Grandchildren, Dean Cassiday, 
Dallas Cassiday and Dawson Runge.  One sister, Barbara Ballew, of Prophetstown, 
Illinois.  He was preceded in death by his parents. 

A private family service will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in Donnellson with Father Dennis Hoffman officiating.

Burial will be in Greenglade Cemetery, Farmington, Iowa with full military rites 
by the Farmington American Legion Post 231.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Central Lee Foundation for Post 
Prom or Saint Boniface Catholic Church.

DES MOINES, IA – Today, Rep. Dave 
Loebsack (IA-02), Rep. Cindy Axne (IA-
03) and Rep. Abby Finkenauer (IA-01) 
wrote to Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds to 
express concerns over the capability and 
expansion plans of the Test Iowa corona-
virus (COVID-19) testing program.

As the Test Iowa initiative nears the 
end of its first month, the Iowa lawmak-
ers pushed for new information on the 
current daily capacity of testing, what 
tests are being prioritized for processing 
at state labs, how much contact tracing is 
currently under way, and which areas of 
Iowa would be chosen next for Test Iowa 
sites.

 “We are concerned that Test Iowa still 
has not yielded 3,000 tests per day several 

weeks after its launch nor are there Test 
Iowa locations in ‘hotspot’ areas,” the 
members wrote. “As our economy has 
begun to reopen, we know that Iowans 
will feel safer if they can access a test 
quickly and within in their communities. 
We need to ensure that essential workers, 
nursing homes, and those who believe 
they have been exposed can get tests right 
away.”

The letter also cites the need for regions 
experiencing new outbreaks, like the 
Council Bluffs metropolitan area, to get a 
dedicated test site to avoid hours of travel 
to an alternate testing site or unnecessary 
state border crossings.

Iowa Dems push Reynolds 
on Test Iowa progress

See DEMOCRATS, page 8

The Iowa Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) and Lee County Health Depart-
ment have identified one additional case of 
COVID-19 in the county, one adult who is 
currently in isolation. This makes 20 con-
firmed cases in Lee County to date.  LCHD is 
also reporting a total of 17 cases as recovered.

We encourage interested residents to access 

the Iowa Coronavirus website at https://
coronavirus.iowa.gov if interested in county 
testing data, confirmed case counts, and other 
useful information. 

Lee County Health Department website, 
www.leecountyhd.org, and their Facebook 
page, will continue to be updated with infor-
mation as well.

LCHD reveals 20th COVID case

https://www.fmchosp.com/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front

Welcome (back)
We are honored to be joined by Dr. Courtney on June 1, 

after more than three decades of private practice.
Dr. Courtney will be seeing patients at our
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment. Pothitakis 

Dentistrywww.DrMarkDDS.com

onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

“Revenues are, so far year-to-date through April, a 
little better than we expected,” Varley said.

“For the year we’re up about 11% which is interesting. 
We may actually not be hurt as much as other cities 
around the country because of the nature of Lee County.”

Varley said the city’s share of the road tax is taking 
a hit because of reduced travel during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

He told the council that the next round of stimulus 
money could help the city because that money will be 
targeted to “shovel ready” projects, which could ease 
general fund pressures.

“They haven’t come out with any guidelines yet, but we 
have two or three projects that could be ready to go so 
we would jump on that and hopefully be ready for that 
program.”

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker pressed Varley on 
whether the city has made any inroads with the state for 
supplemental funding related to the pandemic

Varley said there were funds available through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) but 
the city has to hit a threshold of $3,500.

“We’re keeping track of some expenses we have,” Varley 

said.
In an unrelated issue, Fire Chief Joey 

Herren said he would recommend the city 
continue look at providing ambulance 
service now that the county has accepted 
a one-year extension of the current con-
tract with Lee County EMS Ambulance.

Herren said the move by the county is 
a temporary fix and now the city has a bit more time to 
plan for the service in the event something would hap-
pen during the 12-month contract, or the county looks 
to the city at the end of the agreement.

Bowker said she thought the county’s move was irre-
sponsible because the money that may be spent to buy 
the ambulance service next year, could have been spent 
with the cities to get the services up and running now.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said he felt the county made the 
best move they could in the situation they were in.

“In the short term this was the right thing to do for the 
county. Supervisors now want to shift gears to the fix, 
either get into the business, contract with the cities, or 
bring in a new partner.”

Mohrfeld said he’s been talking with State Rep. Jeff 
Kurtz to look at possible grants to help offset some of the 
start up costs.

“It’s a little bleak, but we’re gonna to move forward,” he 
said.

Supervisors are leaning toward taking over the service 
July 1, 2021, but haven’t taken any action.

The council tabled a move to rezone property behind 
the Fort Madison Fire Department for up to 12 months. 
The property was going to be rezoned as a business 
district to allow a warehouse to be constructed for Holt-
kamp Floors, Decor and More. Holtkamp was going to 
construct the warehouse and lease space to the city for 
the ambulance bays and storage.

“He called me last week and said he had changed his 
plans and if we did not do the ambulance service that he 
would put his money other places. So he did not want to 
build the warehouse,” Herren said.

Bowker asked why the council should table it when the 
language of the rezoning didn’t reflect a need for the am-
bulance service, but to construct a business warehouse.

Building Director Doug Krogmeier said he’s had some 
comments from neighbors about the rezoning.

 “There was enough concern that if the fire department 
doesn’t need it, I would just as soon see it turned down,” 
he said.

Heren said with the uncertainty of the ambulance ser-
vice it’s best to table because if something breaks down 
in that agreement or the operation continues to strug-
gle financially, the city will be better equipped to move 
forward.

 “Say in six months this blows up with the ambulance 
service, then we have to go back and restart the proceed-
ings,” Herren said.

The move to table was approved 6-0

FUNDS - Continued from Page 1

Councilwoman calls county decision irresponsible

BOWKER

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.rashiddrug.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds/Education News

Great Job Opportunities

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

COME GRO 
WITH US!

Apply at
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

Machine Packaging 
Operators

Qualifications:
Minimum 1 year experience

as a machine/production operator in a 
high-speed manufacturing environment

Openings All Shifts
R3559

Starting pay: $18.30/hour

Forklift
Operators

Qualifications:
1-3 years forklift experience,
in a fast-paced environment 

Openings All Shifts
R3561

Starting pay: $21.00/hour

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Chateau Apartments Extra 

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors Special 

Meeting 
Wed., May 20, 2020
Meeting Convening 

Time: 9:00 A.M.

Lee County Board of 
Supervisors 

Wed, May 20, 2020
9:00 AM -10:00 AM 

(CDT) 

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/join/982346453

 
You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

United States:
+1 (872) 240-3212 

Access Code:
982-346-453 

New to GoToMeeting? 

Get the app now and be 
ready when your first 

meeting starts: https://
global.gotomeetinq.

com/install/982346453 

1 Approve Agenda 
2 Open Bids for Boiler 

Replacement at South 
Courthouse

3 Adjourn 

Workshop to Follow 

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

HELP WANTED

FORT MADISON – Each year, Lee 
County Bank awards the J. Patrick 
Koellner Scholarship to two graduating 
seniors. One graduating from Fort Madi-
son Community School District and one 
from Holy Trinity Catholic School. The 
scholarship is in the amount of $1,000 
each. Students qualifying for this schol-
arship must display characteristics such 
as: taking an active role in various school 
sponsored activities, display good char-
acter and leadership abilities, as well as 
maintaining an average or above average 
GPA.

This year, the Fort Madison Commu-
nity School District recipient that was 
selected is Nathaniel Harter. Nathaniel is 
the son of Kevin Harter and Carol Ross. 
Nathaniel actively participated in extra-
curricular activities such as Marching 

Band, Concert Band, Student Govern-
ment, NHS, Key Club, DECA, Robotics 
FTC, Robotics FRC, and GSA. He plans 
to attend Iowa State University in the fall 
and pursue a career in Cyber Security 
Engineering.

Quentin Schneider is the recipient from 
Holy Trinity Catholic School. Quentin is 
the son of Mike and Carrie Schneider. He 
actively participated in extracurricular 
activities such as NHS, Football, Basket-
ball, and Track. He lettered in all three 
sports all four years of participation, as 
well as serving as captain in all three 
sports. Quentin plans to attend Iowa Cen-
tral College for Fire Science in the fall.

Lee County Bank would like to wish 
both recipients, as well as all local gradu-
ating seniors, the very best of luck on all 
of their future endeavors.

Schneider, Harter win 
Lee County Bank awards

Schneider Harter

Lee County Iowa
Sheriff’s Office

Law Enforcement
Testing

Saturday, July 11, 2020
9 AM – 12 PM

Lee County Iowa
Sheriff’s Office

    2530 255th Street,
Montrose, Iowa 52639

Applications are available 
at the Lee County Sheriff’s 
office or on the Lee County 
website at https://www.lee-
county.org/announcements.
htm 

Application to test must be 
returned to the Lee County 
Sheriff’s office by Thursday, 
July 2, 2020 at 3:30 PM.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Office

C/O Detective Sgt.
Clint Wray 

2530 255th Street
Montrose, IA 52639

(319) 372-1152

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705 

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/982346453
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/982346453
https://global.gotomeetinq.com/install/982346453
https://global.gotomeetinq.com/install/982346453
https://global.gotomeetinq.com/install/982346453
https://www.leecounty.org/announcements.htm
https://www.leecounty.org/announcements.htm
https://www.leecounty.org/announcements.htm
http://www.leecounty.org
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From the Front

   The Sonny’s staff sends a heartfelt 
Thank You to our friends, old and new, 
who have supported us during the 
COVID-19 situation. As always, we work 
hard to stay stocked while providing
personal service to our customers.
   Thank you, in advance, for your
continued business during this
crazy time, as well as
after it passes. . .
whenever that
may be.

Dale & Deina

    Merschbrock

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Fedler said the 
Youngs told him they 
were ready to con-
tinue the service, but 
they would need the 
$900,000 subsidy in-
cluded in their propos-
al. But after the con-
tract for another year 
was signed, Lee County 
EMS would begin to 
work with the county to 
transition ownership to 
the taxpayers.

Richard Young is also 
part of the ownership 
group that runs the 
Washington County 
EMS service, and that 
relationship is also 
transitioning to the 
county to take over 
operations, Bill Young 
said Tuesday.

“If we do a one-year 
contract, during that 
one year immediate-
ly starting when that 
contract’s approved, 
discussions would 
begin about the county 
taking over the service 
and that would be a 
long-term solution and 
we won’t have to worry 
about another contract 

with anybody,” Fedler 
said. 

Young said the coun-
ty would stay on and 
help as long as it takes 
for the county to get 
into position to take the 
service over.

Supervisor Gary Fol-
luo pressed Young on 
financial statements the 
county didn’t receive 
last week.

Young said there was 
misunderstanding as to 
the requirements going 
forward as the county 
met with other provid-
ers, but he would pro-
vide those documents 
again going forward.

Supervisor Matt Pflug 
asked if the ambulance 
service was willing to 
help even if the coun-
ty went with the city’s 
option for service.

 “We’re not going 
to put the citizens in 
harm over something 
that’s been created by 
nobody’s fault. It has to 
change and we’re will-
ing to work with that,” 
Young said.

Fedler said the board 

should also create a 
formal advisory board 
to oversee not only the 
Lee County EMS ser-
vice for the next year, 
but also help with the 
transition.

Folluo asked Fedler 
if the county was now 
officially entering the 
ambulance business 
without knowing what 
the costs look like.

Fedler said the coun-
ty couldn’t honor the 
request of the cities to 
provide service, and 
would have to bond 
for the $1.8 million the 
cities were asking for 
in start up costs. Those 
numbers could drop 
to $1.4 million, Her-
ren said, if the county 
issued bonds to pay for 
ambulances.

As it stands, the coun-
ty will have to come 
up with an additional 
$400,000 over what 
they originally commit-
ted for the next fiscal 
year’s subsidy.

County Budget 
Director Cindy Ren-
strom said she wouldn’t 

advise dipping into 
the reserves to pay for 
the city’s proposal. She 
said that could leave 
the county with a fund 
balance of $112,000.

“At this point, I don’t 
think we can even think 
about Fort Madison 
and Keokuk’s offer,” she 
said. “That would eat 
into our fund balance. 
If we paid that and we 
don’t get taxes until end 
of August, our fund 
balance would be about 
$112,000 and I don’t 
want it to get that low.”

Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber said as 
hard as the COVID 
virus has been on op-
erations, it has reduced 
budgeted expenses with 
most travel and training 
eliminated. The num-
ber of calls were also 
reduced at the depart-
ment in the wake of the 
outbreak.

 ‘We still have two 
months left in this bud-
get and COVID-19 has 
hit us hard, but it’s also 
been a blessing to the 
budget,” he said. “Rev-
enues at the sheriff ’s 
department are on track 
with estimations.”

Pflug pressed Young 

on whether the own-
ership would hit the 
county up for more 
money at a six-month 
review that’s built into 
the proposal.

 “You did say there 
would be a review in six 
months. So you could 
say all of a sudden we 
need $500,000 more in 
six months – that’s what 
your saying.”

Young said that was 
the reason Lee Coun-
ty EMS asked for the 
increase.

“Anything is possible, 
but that’s not likely,” 
Young said. “We would 
try our hardest for that 
not to happen.”

Pflug also asked how 
much it would save 
moving dispatch op-
erations to LeeComm. 
Young said roughly 
$125,000, but he said he 
didn’t want to be held 
to that number, and 
the current proposal 
includes keeping the 
dispatch operations 
with the ambulance 
service.

Young said calls 
for service are slowly 
coming back up after 
a 30% decline in April. 
With some possible rate 
increases he said that 
could help the ambu-

lance service’s financial 
picture.

Fedler said his con-
versations with Richard 
Young indicated that if 
the ambulance service 
did better financially in 
the year they may not 
need to ask for the full 
$900,000.

Herren said he’s going 
to recommend that the 
city continue to look at 
providing the service 
now that they have a 
year to do more plan-
ning.

“With what happened 
today, now that we have 
a year to ease into it, I’m 
going to recommend 
that we continue to look 
at it,” Herren said. 

 “The county is going 
to look at doing some-
thing, but we don’t 
know that for sure. I 
think this is a tempo-
rary fix with that year 
extension.”

Herren said he 
doesn’t think county 
officials have been able 
to get passed the large 
initial funding needed.

 “That big number 
worries the heck out 
’em. It worries the heck 
out of us, too. But I just 
don’t think they un-
derstand that it will go 
down,” he said

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Fire chief says county couldn’t see past start up costs

“Pottawattamie County 
has experienced a 418% 
increase with 33 cases on 
April 30 to 171 cases on 
May 18…yet, there is no 
testing site to serve this 
large metropolitan area 
where cases are rising,” 
the lawmakers wrote. 
“Without access, these 
health care workers, first 
responders, essential 
workers, and individuals 
are traveling into other 
states or spending hours 
traveling to the closest lo-
cation in Iowa where they 
can receive a test.”

In the letter, the law-
makers request a reply 
from the Governor within 
48 hours.

 The Test Iowa program 
is funded in part by feder-
al block grant dollars allo-
cated by the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, 
which passed the House 
unanimously in March.

DEMOCRATS 
- Cont’d. from Page 3

Group asks 
for answers 
in two days

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://ymca360.org/
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