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Millard named STEM co-chair

LCEDG: Millard will have bigger role in STEM planning, funding for SE lowa

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

LEE COUNTY - A member of the Lee County Economic
Development Group was named a co-chair of the Southeast

PCC EDITOR

Iowa STEM Region Advisory Board last week.

Dana Millard, who has served on the STEM board of the
past six years was picked by her peers on the board to server

with Le Claire’s Daniel D’Allesandro for the next year.

Millard has also served on the statewide STEM Communi-
cations Advisory Committee for the past three years. She has

MILLARD

available in Iowa.

“I see this year as a year of STEM innova-
tion, where we cannot do things like we've
always done, so as a state we have to try new
things to help bolster STEM Education and
connect what we're doing in the classroom to
local careers,” Millard said Monday,

“One of my goals is to increase comput-

er science opportunities for our students and tie it back to

worked to connect educators and industry to provide oppor-
tunities to youth and inform them about the STEM careers

careers in robotics, data analytics, PLC programing and the
Internet of things. There’s more to computer science than

See STEM, page 5

Marine fights

war with

COVID-19

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - Jerry Krogmeier
is a 71-year-old Marine who just fought
the toughest battle of his life. Fortunate-
ly for him, he doesn’t remember much

about it.

From April 10 through the begin-
ning of June, Krogmeier was at the
Veteran's Administration hospital with

COVID-19. At one point he was given
less than a 20% chance of survival.

Kim Krogmeier, Jerry’s wife of the
past 45 years, said that was a punch she
wasn't ready for, and wanted to share
Jerry’s story with others so they didn’t

take the virus lightly.

Many who get infected from the novel

coronavirus and develop COVID-19 ex-
perience what can safely be described as
a very weak cold. Some only experience
a loss of taste or smell and then go back

to life after a few weeks. Some have no

symptoms at all.

Courtesy photo
Jerry Krogmeier, 71, of Donnellson, gives a thumbs up for a photo
at the one visit his wife Kim had during his five month battle with
COVID-19. Krogmeier returned home on Friday.

Jerry found the other side of that
battle.

“After two days I was told they had
to put him on a ventilator and I should

See KROGMEIER, page 11

CORONAVIRUS

State reduces quarantine protocols Tuesday

DES MOINES - The Iowa Department
of Public Health (IDPH) is making a
change on quarantine recommendations
for people that have been exposed to a
positive case of COVID-19. This applies in
non-healthcare, non-residential settings
only. This includes businesses, education

and child care settings.

self-monitor.

Close contacts of COVID-positive
cases will no longer need to quarantine
for 14 days if a face covering was worn
consistently and correctly by the positive
case and close contacts. The positive case
must isolate. The close contacts should

Self-monitoring entails close monitor-

ing for COVID-19 symptoms over the
subsequent 14 days, staying home if any
symptoms develop, and speaking with
a healthcare provider about COVID-19
testing in the case of any illness.

« If people who are self-monitoring

See IDPH, page 5

ELECTION 2020

Kurtz, Graber
poke atpolitics
in House race

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - With absentee ballots
starting to go out Monday, local candidates on
the ballots are honing their message and trying
to reach voters in a still-restricted COVID-19
world.

Fort Madison Republican Martin Graber is a
first-time candidate for office and will take on
incumbent Jeff Kurtz, a Democrat from Fort
Madison, for the Iowa 83rd
District State Representative
seat.

Kurtz won the seat two years
ago with a win over Jeff Reich-
man. Reichman is challenging
Rich Taylor for the state’s 42nd
District Senate seat on this
year’s ballot.

Graber has more than 30
years of service, including
command service, with the
Iowa National Guard and
was deployed to Germany
during Desert Storm. He held
command ranks with the 224t
Engineer battalion and at Camp Dodge, to
name a few, and attended War College.

In his career life Graber’s been involved in
industrial work, labor, human relations and
financial advisement.

In contrast Kurtz spent the majority of his
career in the railroad industry as a locomotive
engineer and was a voice for the rail workers
union in Des Moines.

Kurtz has been serving in the minority in
a 53-47 House makeup and said things have
been very difficult, but not impossible working

See ELECTION, page 4
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

EDWARD L. WAGNER

Edward L. “One Feather” Wagner, 65, of Franklin, Iowa, passed away at 3:04 p.m.
Monday, September 28, 2020, at home surrounded by family.

Ed was born on September 8, 1955, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of LaMar and
Dorothy (Johnson) Wagner. On February 14, 1986, he married Barbara Hoskins in
Franklin, Iowa. She preceded him in death.

Survivors include his two sisters: Nola (John) Gram of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa and Susie (Paul) Whitaker of Franklin, Iowa; one brother:
Paul (Kristi Larson) Wagner of Burlington, Iowa and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; step-father: James Hoff-
man and wife: Barbara.

Ed was a 1973 graduate of Central Lee High School. He served in
the United States Navy from 1973 to 1979. He was a member of St. Peter’s United
Church of Christ. Ed worked at Fruehauf and Crandon’s Paper Mill in Fort Madison,

WAGNER

he later retired from West Liberty Foods in Mt. Pleasant. He
enjoyed hunting, fishing and drinking beer. Ed was a workahol-
ic and loved spending time with his friends.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Friday, October 2, 2020,
at Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson where the family will

receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. that evening.
A Funeral Service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, October 3, 2020, at Schmitz
Funeral Home in Donnellson.

Those attending are encouraged to wear a mask and are required to social distance.

Burial will be at St. Peter’s Cemetery, rural Franklin, Iowa with full military rites
presented by the Donnellson American Legion Gillaspey — Moodie Post #474.

A memorial has been established in his memory.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

RAY S. SELBY

Ray Stephen Selby, 77, of Wever, IA, passed away at 11:15 a.m. on Monday, Sep-
tember 28, 2020 at Great River Medical Center. He was born on May 3, 1943 in
Hattie, MO to Elmer R. & Jessie I. Cross Selby. He graduated from Fort Madison
High School in 1961 and went to work for Sheaffer Pen Company, owned & operated

SELBY

M & R Tool & Die and retired from Methode Electronics in Carthage,
IL as a tool & die maker. He married Maurina K. Vincent on February
4, 1967 in Fort Madison, IA. He enjoyed being outdoors, shooting
bows, building things and was learning blacksmithing. He attended
First Baptist Church in Fort Madison.
Ray is survived by: his wife: Maurina Selby of Wever, IA; 1-son:
Jeffrey (Catherine) Selby of Falcon, MO; 2-daughters: Kimberly (Juan)

Mata of Lee’s Summit, MO & Gina (Sean) Manka of Castle Rock,

CO; 5-grandchildren: Austin Selby, Noah & Eric Mata, Makenzie & Kylie Carpen-
ter; 4-step grandchildren: Des Mata, Callie & Jonathan Schillaci & Blakelyn Martin;
1-brother: Terry (Mary) Selby of Woolridge, MO; 2-sisters: Evelyn Perry of Fort
Madison, IA & Gail Trevino of Fort Madison, IA; 2-sister in laws: Debbie Albee of
Fort Madison, IA & Melinda (Doug) Blind of Fort Madison, IA; his mother in law:
Betty Vincent of Fort Madison and several nieces & nephews. He was preceded in
death by: his parents, 1-brother: Lester Selby & his father in law: Bill Vincent.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory. A public graveside service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 1,

2020 at Claypoole Cemetery in rural Wever, IA with Rev. Dean Graber officiating. In
lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in Ray’s memory and contributions
may be left at the graveside service or sent to: Maurina Selby, 1708 354th Avenue,
Wever, IA 52658. Online condolences may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home &

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

VERLIN M. BAKER

Verlin Morris Baker, 92,
of Keokuk died Thursday,
September 24, 2020 at Bless-
ing Hospital in Quincy, IL.
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Pothitakis Dentistry
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319-394-3255
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Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
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New London Dental Care
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

He was born April 7, 1928
in Memphis, MO the son of
Andrew J. and H. Blanche
Fincher Baker. Verlin
graduated from high school
in Downing, MO with the
Class of 1946. Following
high school he worked as a
truck driver on a milk route
and then for Cameron Joyce
Construction on the road
crew as a large equipment
operator.

In January of 1951, Verlin
was drafted into the United
States Army and proudly
served his country during
the Korean War.

On November 25, 1954
Verlin was united in
marriage to Roberta Ann
Seamster at the Baptist
church in Downing, MO.
She preceded him in death
on January 23, 2011.

Following his military
service Verlin went to
college on the GI Bill and
graduated from Kirksville
Teachers College in Kirks-
ville, MO and Western Illi-
nois University in Macomb,
IL. He held a double Mas-
ter’'s Degree (and twenty-six
hours post grad) in Educa-
tion and Administration.

Verlin began his teaching
career in Scotland County
Missouri and spent some
time teaching in a one

room School House. In
1958 Verlin relocated to
Keokuk and began a thir-
ty-one year career with the

Keokuk Community School 9

District. He taught at Lin-
coln ele-
mentary
school
for one
year,
was the
assistant principal and 6th
grade teacher at Garfield
elementary school for
eighteen years and then
became assistant principal
and 4th grade teacher at
Wells Carey elementary
school for twelve years,
retiring in 1989. Following
his retirement, he and his
wife, Roberta, moved to
Mountain Home, AR where
Verlin remained unto 2018,
when he moved back to
Keokuk.

Verlin was a member of
the First Baptist Church in
Keokuk and the Eastside
Baptist Church in Mountain
Home, AR. He also at-
tended the Evangelical Free
Church in Keokuk. He was
a member of the Camping
RV Group and was Wagon
Master at the Sambories.

He was also a member of
the Good Sam Club in
Mountain Home.
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For the Record

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
09/23/20 - 6:24 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
200 block of Avenue E.
09/23/20 - 10:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1500 block of Avenue C.
09/23/20 — 12:34 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a burglary in the
2700 block of Avenue N.
09/23/20 - 8:21 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
400 block of Avenue F.
09/23/20 - 10:22 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1500 block of Avenue H.
09/24/20 - 10:09 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
900 block of 29th Street.
09/24/20 - 11:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 2200 block of Avenue L.
09/24/20 - 3:42 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a hit and run in
the 600 block of 34th Street.
09/24/20 - 6:50 p.m. - Fort
eMadison Police responded to

a report of a stolen vehicle in

the 300 block of Avenue H.
09/24/20 - 9:38 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Leon
Seaman Allen, 57, of Fort
Madison in the 2700 block of
Avenue O, on a charge of seri-
ous assault. He was released
on a promise to appear.
09/24/20 - 9:38 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Jessica Marie Fitzgerald, 24, of
Fort Madison in the 2700 block
of Avenue O, on a charge of
simple assault. She was re-
leased on a promise to appear.
09/24/20 - 10:59 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrested
Joshua Edwin James Ruble,
35, of Fort Madison, in the
3500 block of Avenue Q,
on a warrant for 5th degree
theft. He was released on
a promise to appear.
09/24/20 - 11:06 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1800 block of 39th Street.
09/26/20- 10:59 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
09/26/20 - 9:53 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of vandal-
ism within the city.
09/27/20 - 12:35 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of vandalism in the
2000 block of Avenue E.
09/27/20 - 12:43 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Angel
J. Garcia, 38, of Fort Madison
in the 1900 block of Avenue J,
on a charge of violation of a
no contact order. She was re-
leased on a promise to appear.
09/27120 - 12:43 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Ashley J. McGowan, 28, of

Fort Madison in the 1900
block of Avenue J, on a charge
of violation of a no-contact
order. She was released

on a promise to appear.

Lee County

Sheriff’s Report
09/23/20 - 8:45 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a two-vehicle
accident in the 400 block of
Avenue F. According to the re-
port, a vehicle driven by Chris-
tine Marie Wright, 44, of Fort
Madison, was traveling west in
the 400 block of Avenue F and
struck a parked vehicle from
behind. No citations or injuries
were listed on the report.
09/24/20 - 8:25 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies cited
Serean Lynn Wykowski, 28, of
Keokuk, at the intersection of
Hwy. 218 and 353rd Ave-
nue in Keokuk, on a charge
of driving while barred.
09/24/20 - 2:50 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies ar-
rested Erica Marie Bushinger,
37, of Ottumwa, at the Wapello
County Jalil, on a warrant
for violation of probation.

She was held in custody.
09/24/20 - 3:44 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Andrew Arthur
Russell, 34, of Keokuk, at the
sheriff's office on a judgment
entry. He was taken to Lee
County Jail and arrested.

Hancock County

Sheriff’s Report
09/22/20 - Dakota S Reed,
age 25, of Kahoka, MO was
arrested and charged with
Driving While License Sus-
pended. Reed was released
after posting the required bond
and given a future court date.
09/22/20 — Amy A Murray,
age 38, of Burlington, IA was
arrested on a Henderson
County Warrant charging
her with Failure to Appear on
original charges of Driving
Under the Influence. Murray
was released after post-
ing the required bond and
given a future court date.
09/23/20 - Orlando T Sykes,
age 56, of Burlington, IA was
arrested on a Hancock County
Warrant charging him with
Failure to Appear on original

charges of No Valid Driver’s
License. Sykes was released
after posting the required bond
and given a future court date.
09/23/20 - Joyce A Hackett,
age 67, of LaHarpe, IL was

arrested and charged with Bur-

glary. Hackett was released
after posting the required bond
and given a future court date.
09/23/20 — Kaliegh J Hale,
age 25, of Nauvoo, IL was
arrested on a Hancock County
Warrant charging her with
Failure to Appear on original
charges of Petition to Re-
voke or Modify Sentence on
original charges of Unlawful
Possession of Methamphet-
amine. Hale was released on
her own recognizance and
given a future court date.
09/24/20 - Isaac A DeShong,
age 25, of Carthage, IL was
arrested and charged with
Possession of Methamphet-
amine, Aggravated Driving
Under the Influence, Failure
to Signal, Driving While
License Suspended and Bond
Violation. DeShong remains
lodged in the Hancock Jail

in lieu of bail awaiting his

next court appearance .
09/24/20 — Joshua A Eaton,
age 43, of Keokuk, 1A was
arrested on a Hancock County
Warrant charging him with
Failure to Appear on original
charges Unlawful Possession
of Methamphetamine and No
Valid Driver’s License. Eaton
remains lodged in the Hancock
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing his next court appearance.
09/25/20 - Leeann M Polk,
age 31, of Dallas City, IL was
arrested and charged with
Aggravated Driving Under the
Influence, Driving Under the
Influence and Driving While Li-
cense Revoked. Polk remains
lodged in the Hancock County
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting

her next court appearance.
09/26/20 - Eric L McMillen,
age 48, of Carthage, IL was
arrested and charged with
Violation of Order of Protec-
tion. McMillen remains lodged
in the Hancock County Jail

in lieu of bail awaiting his
initial court appearance.
09/26/20 — Kadee A Krow,

age 25, of Lomax, IL was
arrested and charged with

Driving Under the Influence.
Krow was released after
posting the required bond and
given a future court date.
09/27/20 - Darrell L Hoskins,
age 53, Homeless, was
arrested on a Henderson
County Warrant charging

him with Failure to Appear on
original charges of Disor-
derly Conduct and Criminal
Trespass to Property. Hoskins
was also arrested on a Warren
County Warrant charging

him with Failure to Appear

on original charges of Driving
Under the Influence of Alcohol.
Hoskins remains lodged in the
Hancock County Jail in lieu

of bail awaiting his extradi-
tion to Henderson County.

Fort Madison Fire &

Rescue Report
09/25/20 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to
three medical calls.
09/26/20 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to
three medical calls.
09/27/20 - Fort Madison fire-
fighters responded to one med-
ical call and one burn permit.
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From the Front

House candidate Graber says politics 1s a “terrible game™

ELECTION - Continued from Page 1

across the aisle.

“They won't do any of our legislation. We were starting to
have some success, but then COVID came and just cut every-
thing off,” Kurtz said.

One of the priorities he had in the last session focused on
cybersecurity in the House’s Public Safety Committee. Kurtz
also serves on Ways and Means, Labor, and Transportation
committees.

He said he fears for hackers ability to strike the state and had
reached some agreements with the republican chair Jarad Kline
(R-Keota), but again COVID cut off the discussions and the
short-lived reconvene that occurred to finish up the session left
no time to revisit the issue.

He said being in the minority has allowed him to have in-
fluence on bills, through amendments and discussion, but the
Democrats had very little chance of passing anything.

Kurtz said hes spent a lot of his time on public service issues
and unemployment has dominated things recently.

“At times it’s like pulling teeth,” he said. “I do what I can to
help them out and have had some success so far, but it’s usually
several weeks or months before we get people paid.”

One lady hadn't had a paycheck in 19 weeks. She called in
tears and we were able to get her paid and back-paid but that
shouldn’t happen. For this to work this badly says something
about us””

Kurtz said government should work for people not against
them. He said that’s one of the issues that separates him from
Graber.

“They’re gonna try and paint me as a socialist, but I'm just
looking for the best deal,” Kurtz said. “With Medicare, we tried
privatization and it’s been horrible. Let’s go back to the system
that works best.”

Kurtz said he doesn't believe its a bad thing that the market

eand the government compete, but he wants to be shown how
the market works better.

“Then I'm all in. But I don’t see how it works for lowans if we
get so dogmatic. We have to be flexible.”

Graber said Kurtz was the state co-chair for Bernie Sanders
and that should speak volumes to Lee County residents.

“He was the most extreme candidate in the presidential
race. (Sanders) says he’s a socialist and I do not believe that’s
the path for America and it won't get us where we need to go,’
Graber said.

Kurtz said in dealing with public services and trying to
help residents, he keeps hearing from department staffs that
they are understaffed and under funded, but that doesn't jibe
with the Republican talking points that the state is financially

onePA

sound.

“T've heard this with staff from the Department of Correc-
tions, Department of Public Health and Iowa Workforce and
others... that we're underfunded and understaffed. What both-
ers me is that we've had years of surplusses, but can't provide
services?,” he said.

“Where is that money? I serve on Transportation, and Ways
and Means so I see most of the money going through. And if
were not funding basic services, what are we doing?”

Kurtz said Jowans are watching this election cycle very
carefully. He said gutting collective bargaining, privatizing of
medicaid and limiting taxing authority of municipalities are all
things important to lowans.

“Some of this legislation is just baffling to me,” Kurtz said.
“But people are paying attention and they want to try some-
thing different”

But he said he thinks the House has a very good chance of
turning blue with Democrats taking control in January.

Kurtz said one of the things he’s learned in the past two years
serving southeast lowa is “old dogs can learn new tricks”.

“I'spent a lot of time up here before working as head of the
railroad unions’ legislative department, and to see it form this
end... there is just so much more that goes into this,” he said.

“You have a big responsibility because people depend on you
and they should. But I don't think they all need to be political
junkies all the time. They put us here to do that job and we
should do it,” Kurtz said.

That's one point Graber has the same take on.

“When it all comes down to it, my goal is to serve people
of Lee County and Iowa and hopefully we make this a more
unified and better place to live so when our kids and grandkids
pick things up they inherit better than we had,” Graber said.

Tm willing to do whatever I have to to represent Lee County
and be that voice so people in Lee County can feel someone in
Des Moines speaks for them?”

Other issues place the two candidates on other ends of polit-
ical spectrum.

Graber said Kurtz’ experience with the railroad narrows his
field of experience in fully serving the people of Lee County
and Iowa.

“I think my opponent’s experience is purely railroad and
very specific in that he’s tied in with union movement,” Graber
said. “I don't think unions are bad and they do have a place,
but if that's your only focus that’s a potential challenge for you.”

Graber has his time with labor relations as well working
for the former Dial Corp. as a human resources manager and
employee relations and benefits coordinator. Graber attended
Southeastern Community College and then graduated from
the University of Iowa with a bachelor’s in business administra-

your medication
made easy
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tion. He then obtained a master’s degree in business admin-
istration from St. Ambrose University, all while navigating a
32-year career with the National Guard.

Graber is now closing in on 30 years with AmeriPrise Finan-
cial, formerly IDS, or Investors Diversified Services. He’s also
served as treasurer and chairman of the Lee County Republi-
cans. Aside from his time in deployment, Graber has lived his
life in Lee County.

He said his term as chairman of the county organization is
when he decided to make a run.

Graber said one of the challenges of being the party chair is
finding qualified and willing candidates to seek office. He said
it was difficult finding anyone qualified and willing to commit
the time to running. After discussions with his wife Coni, he
decided he was really the only one to challenge for the house
seat.

He said he’s not getting into the political arena to engage in
politics, but to bring about change for Lee County and Iowa.

“Politics is a terrible game, and sometimes politics get in
the way and perfectly good candidates don't get to their full
potential,Graber said.

“During my time in the military I wasn't political and I don't
intend to be political now. I want to do the right thing for the
right reason and the rest will take care of itself”

He said one of his top priorities will be trying to be a spark
plug for renewed economic expansion in Lee County.

“One guy can't make that happen, but I could be the spark
plug that makes things begin to happen””

He said Lee County has been under Democratic control for
30 years and has always had a history of high unemployment
rates and people say that’s just the way it is.

“I personally don't believe that paradigm has to be true,” he
said. “It requires bringing in more industry and business and
expanding the ones we have. We have to create an environment
that people want to come here to run their business,” Graber
said.

“TFC was a great one and I applaud the people that made
that happen, but a lot of small businesses and industry don't
get the care they need”

He said the other side of that equation is we have to have a
workforce ready to take the jobs that are available.

“There’s work being done, but I just want to be focused on
that. Look at our local high schools. Are just they training or
selecting those that are going to be college attendees, or are
they looking at those students and saying, ‘Hey want makes
more sense for them?”

He said creating that pool of skilled workers will help attract
new business and set Lee County on a renewed path

“That’s how we break the bubble, and that will pay dividends
down stream. Get good wages, taxes, and new industry here
and then we cause Lee County to expand into an area we don't
even imagine now.’

The general election campaign has hampered both candi-
dates to some degree. Graber said he prefers in-person contact,
but the coronavirus has forced a lot of communications to go
over email and social media. He said the impact of absentee
voting will certainly be felt locally and at the state level, but he
hopes it doesn't bleed into the presidential race.

“Voting is one of the greatest privileges and honors we have.
It’s also one of the greatest responsibilities we have,” Graber
said. “We should research candidates and find which one fol-
lows our path and vote that way.”

Kurtz said he thinks the influx of absentee balloting will ex-
tend the election past election night, saying it could be months
before everything is settled and validated.



https://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.TKEF.org
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From the Front
Lower numbers prompt IDPH changes

IDPH - Continued from Page 1

become ill but do not get tested, they should remain home until 10 days after symptom
onset.

« People currently in quarantine may be released from quarantine if a face covering was
worn consistently and correctly by the positive case and close contacts during exposure.

« If the positive case wore a face covering, but close contacts did not, those close con-
tacts must be quarantined.

« If the positive case did not wear a face covering, close contacts must quarantine

l ()
whether or not they wore a face covering. ®
« Quarantine of close contacts will still be necessary in residential and healthcare set- k
tings. l n
Please find an infographic depicting the new IDPH recommendations at https://idph. @m - l

iowa.gov/Portals/1/userfiles/61/covid19/resources/ WhenToQuarantine.pdf

Masks are proven to be effective in preventing the spread of COVID-19. Increased mask ﬁ om youl" own hOme
use will reduce the number of individuals that need to quarantine. Along with wearing a
face covering, we ask that everyone continue all recommended public health strategies:

« Stay home when sick.

« Maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet whenever possible.

« Wash hands frequently.

This approach is based on data and focused feedback from community and school
leaders over the past month indicating that transmission is not frequently occurring when
both parties are wearing face coverings consistently and correctly. Additionally, we are
aware of other jurisdictions, including Nebraska and Wyoming, that have made similar
changes based on experiences in their states. We will continue to make recommendations
based on best available information and adjust when needed.

Many high tech, STEM jobs in area

STEM - Continued from Page 1

o JBIl [Pagy

O

o Nevlleler

o Miolile IBamlumng App

coding or cyber security. Youd be sur-
prised at how many high tech and STEM
jobs are in our area.”

Being the co-chair gives Millard a
eseat at the state STEM Board where new
programs are developed and funding

decisions are made.
“I will also be responsible for agenda

programming,” she added.

The Governor’s STEM Advisory Board
is comprised of some of the area’s most
active members of STEM fields through

The SE Iowa Region covers 66 school
districts and 17 counties on the eastern
portion of the state.

Click Here

government, education, and industry. 9

items of our regional board and be able
to shape the conversation at a more local
level to better reach rural students, like

She will be representing our region
at the state level, sharing best practices
and contributing to the future of STEM

education.

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast lowa

the ones in Lee County, with STEM

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

DINE-IN  DELIVERY « CARRYOUT

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th St. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Complete Rental

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

to Learn More

Online banking is safe and secure
and can be done anywhere
you have online access —
even from the safety
of your own home!

— 319-469-3951 —

Member FDIC
@ Equal Housing Lender

Click this ad to learn more or visit us online at
www.pilotgrovesavingshank.com



https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
https://completerentalfm.com/
https://idph.iowa.gov/Portals/1/userfiles/61/covid19/resources/WhenToQuarantine.pdf
https://idph.iowa.gov/Portals/1/userfiles/61/covid19/resources/WhenToQuarantine.pdf
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Fi.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Help CRRWA Kecp Your Community Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, 1A eokul
1-319-372-6140 1.319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grrwa.com facebookcom/grrwa

(o]
g8
f:'D §§ Posters -Art
g g g Flyers S_Upp_lles
0 Printing
o Office
® Vinyl Banners Fu rniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.2121
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

* Transmission Repair
* Alignments
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

Improved circulation

Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

YOUR
AD
HERE

(of | § Y
(319) 371.4125

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd

Facebook/ interest

West Point, IA 52656
ings.com

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business
as usual.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
'@BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,” Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

(319) 316-6016

Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 * Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com


https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

lowa State
Penitentiary
in Fort Madi-
son has open-
ings
for correctional
officers

Correctional officers serve
as the backbone to the cor-
rectional system. Their ca-
reers are both challenging
and rewarding as they bal-
ance their security mission
with the mission of helping
those incarcerated reform
themselves into a success-
ful, law-abiding citizen upon
their reentry. Once fully
trained, Correctional Offi-
cers can make a lasting im-
pact on an incarcerated per-
son’s life while also helping
maintain safe and secure
correctional facilities. New
Correctional Officers earn
a full time salary as they go
through their training, and
the State offers one of the
most competitive benefits
packages in the private or
public sectors.

Salary range is $42,307 to
$62,691 annually.

Minimum Qualification
Requirements

* Graduation from high
school, GED, or equiv-
alency.

For additional information,
please click on this link to
view the job description
(Download PDF reader).

Additional Qualification
Requirements

All applicants must be able
to successfully pass the fol-
lowing:

» Psychological tests

* A background investi-
gation check.

* A post-offer health
screen  administered
by an institutional phy-
sician.

* A urinalysis screen for
drugs.

» All new employee train-
ing during the proba-
tionary period, includ-
ing local orientation,
new employee orien-
tation, and emergency
preparedness training.

» Designated positions
in this job class require
applicants to obtain a
Commercial  Driver’s
License and endorse-
ments within a period of
time as determined by
the appointing authority
at the time of hire.

To apply, click the following

link:  https://doc.iowa.gov/
about-us/about-institutions/

iowa-state-penitentiary

We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Scan the code
to subscribe now.

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, |1A 52658
319-372-7852

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS
& OFFICE HELP

Possibly turning into
FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-Op is an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed
to advancing diversity in
the workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug
screen, job physical, &
physical capacity profile
required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:
heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com
Select Southeast lowa,
Region 3

YOUR AD

HERE

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Executive Director Posi-
tion — Fort Madison Hous-
ing Authority (FMHA) of Fort
Madison, lowa, is seeking
qualified applicants for the
position of Executive Direc-
tor to lead the Authority in
its management of its Public
Housing and Housing Choice
Voucher Program. The
FMHA administers 134 units
of Public Housing, 70 Hous-
ing Choice Vouchers. and
management / maintenance
of 22 units for the Lee County
Housing Initiative Program.
The Executive Director is re-
sponsible for all aspects of its
Public Housing and Voucher
Program including but not
limited to supervising a staff
of six employees.

The qualified applicant
should possess a wide range
of skills in public housing
operations, office manage-
ment, accounting, customer
service; computer proficien-
cy and the ability to function
courteously with residents
and employees. The appli-
cant must be PHA certified or
certifiable within one year of
employment.

Salary is negotiable and the
Housing Authority offers an
excellent benefit package
and is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Interested applicants must
submit a resume and cover
letter marked Confidential to:

Chairman of the Board, Fort
Madison Housing Authority,
1102 48th Street, Suite #1,
Fort Madison, IA 52627. Or

email to: fortmadisonha@

mchsi.com.

Deadline for resumes: Octo-
ber 15, 2020

l-
&IMILLION
AMERICANS

COULD
HAVE

TID

B
2050 Bl.IgX.1{-]

IMPROVING
LIVES.
CURING
TYPE 1

DIABETES.

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Beautiful Studio

Apartment
A perfect space if you love

a river view and enjoy nice
things. This upstairs apart-
ment is located in downtown
Fort Madison. All utilities

as well as washer/dryer are
included. Off-street parking,
shared courtyard, and secu-
rity cameras are just a few
benefits. $850 per month.

319.371.7753

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty

Co.

Pen City Current Digital Photos
Now Available for Purchase

Only 5% per downloa

Visit our photo gallery today at
www.pencitycurrent.com

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 * Advertising (319)371.4125



mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/photo-galleries/
http://www.jdrf.org
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T oucbu;mq) the COWWV)L% with. Care

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org



http://www.leecountyhd.org
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LLady Hounds stay perfectin conference play

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Everybody gets a chance to play
in front of the home crowd.

At Tuesday’s Southeast Conference tilt with Wash-
ington at the HoundDome, Fort Madison Head
Coach Kent Bailey pulled his starting rotation after
the Hounds jumped out to a quick 2-0 lead over the
Demons.

“You know. people might ask why I did that, but
those kids work just as hard as the other kids and this
was an opportunity to see what they could do,” Bailey
said.

The Hounds would end up winning the match in
four sets 25-7, 25-13, 19-25 and 25-17.

With the match seemingly in hand, Bailey subbed
in to start the 3rd set and the Hounds raced to a 10-6
lead behind a couple kills from junior Genevieve Ru-
ble and solid serving from Taylor Barnes.

Washington (0-5, 0-12) would tie things up at 11
when when a Hound attack went long and right.
Washington would take it’s first lead of the night on an
ace by senior Taylor Brinning.

The Hounds would hang around down by 1 and 2
points until Washington opened up a six-point lead
on a kill by senior Olivia Marek to make it 24-18.
Another kill by sophomore Kenializ Espinoza ended
the match 25-19.

Bailey said the girls were doing some good things,
but then got flat when they got behind.

“They did some good things and a couple things
went bad and they let that get way,” he said. “But that’s

ehappened with all our players at different times. They

didn’t show what they’re capable of and we know that”

Fort Madison rolled in the first two sets behind
junior Logan Johnson and Kailyn Guzman at the net.
The two combined for seven kills in the first set, while
Lauren Bailey was a perfect 7 of 7 serving to start the
second game staking the Hounds to 6-0 lead.

Senior Reyna Lampe hit on back-to-back kills to
make 21-10 in the second set and then a Washing-
ton defensive error and an attack from Marek sailed
out for the win. Lauren King had three kills for the
Hounds in a 9-4 run in the win.

With the Hound starting rotation back in for the

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. 0
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Lauren King, left, and Logan Johnson (40) pick up a ball off a Washington attack in the second

set of Tuesday’s four-set win over the Demons.

fourth set, the Hounds couldn’t seem to get back into
the groove of the first two sets.

“I kind of new that was going to happen, but I also
knew once we started to get our rhythm and started
getting our passes in line wed be fine,” he said.

The Hounds managed a 4-3 lead when a Marek at-
tack sailed wide left. Marek missed on the next two at
the net to give the Hounds a 6-3 lead. But Washington
would come back to tie the game at 7 on Marek block
of a King attack.

A Lampe kill at 11-9 would give the Hounds a
3-point lead. But Demon senior Brynn Beenblossom
recorded a kill at 14-12 to close the gap to 1 forcing a
timeout by Bailey.

The head coach got in the ears of the Hounds who
then raced to a 22-17 lead on an ace from junior Mad-
ison Pirri and would close it out after Lampe would
push a kill to an opening in the Washington left side
center.

Lampe had 10 kills on the night to lead the Hounds.

Johnson had nine and King had eight. Bailey was per-
fect 14 of 14 with an ace. Barnes was 24 of 25 serving
with four aces on the night. Nadia Boeding had 21
digs and Bailey led Fort Madison with 32 assists.

Fort Madison moves to 4-0 on the conference and
5-11 on the year and will play Burlington (2-0, 7-4) for
the conference title on Thursday in Fort Madison with
a7 p.m. start time.

On Saturday, the Lady Hounds dropped three of
four at the Iowa City Liberty Tournament.

Fort Madison fell to Center Point-Urbana 19-21,
10-21 and the defeated Fairfield 21-10, 21-19. The
Hounds lost the last two matches against Clinton 11-
21, 13-21, and Iowa City West 15-21, 13-21.

Lampe had 14 kills in the tourney to lead all
Hounds. Bailey had 32 assists and 19 digs. Nadia
Boeding had 24 digs and was 15 of 16 serving with
two aces. Barnes and Pirri each had three aces on the
day. Kendall Beebe was 19 of 20 serving with an aces
and 10 digs.

>


https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://www.fmchosp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
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Tip drill . . .
Fort Madison’s Logan HOly Tl'llllty gll'ls Stay COO]

Johnson pushes an

attack past Washing- : fN L d

ton’s Olivia Marek (8) 111 SWGCP O CW OIl On
in the second set of
Tuesday’s 25-7, 25- BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
13, 19-25, 25-17 win PCC EDITOR

over the Demons.
The Hounds will play
for the Southeast
Conference title on

FORT MADISON - Melissa Freesmei-
er described her Holy Trinity volleyball
team as being “even keel”

But there was something different in

Thursday at home the Crusaders in the third game of Tues-
against Burlington. day’s SEI Superconference match against
New London, and it was something with it,” Freesmeier said. “They stayed
Freesmeier liked to see. the course, and just did what they had to
The Crusaders, ranked No. 3 in Class do”
1A, swept the sixth-ranked Tigers 25-21, It’s always a good rivalry between the
25-21, 25-16. Crusaders and New London (10-5, 3-1),
Holy Trinity (17-5 overall, 4-0 Su- and Tuesday’s match was no different.
perconference South Division) roared “We won a lot of the long rallies, and

through the third game, scoring the first ~ when you play New London you know
four points and had leads of 6-1,9-3 and  you're going to get a lot of long rallies, so

11-4. you better be prepared,” Freesmeier said.
Pholo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC “We started strong,” Freesmeier said. The Crusaders have lost just one game

“We knew New London wouldn't let in their last six matches.

up — they would keep coming at you, “This group is so even-keel, it makes

Follow which is what they do. me crazy, Freesmeier said, laughing.

“The big thing is I saw in our kids the ~ “But you know, it works for them.

US competitiveness, the aggressiveness. They’ve found a unity, they’ve found a
They were out there to finish it. There continuity. They just know what they
@pencitycurrent || wasa definite ‘Let’s take it, let’s finish it have to do, and they depend on each
oft” other to get it done”
It was in sharp contrast to the second The Crusaders play at WACO (20-2,

game, when the Crusaders fell behind 4-0) on Thursday night in a match for
5-0 and forced Freesmeier to call a time-  the division lead.

out. Even in the first game, Holy Trinity “It was good to get a win,” Freesmei- 9
had to rally from an early 10-7 deficit. er said. “To win in three games against
“We were down early, but they stayed =~ New London, that’s pretty good.”

Joim our

S0th Anniversary
. CELEBRATION
Fri. Oct. 2 & Sat. Oct. 3

¢ In-Store Specials

¢ Door Prizes
Tony Fullenkamp

Financial Advisor

* Register To Win:

edwardjones.com i Weber and Traeger Grills
1233 Ave H Member SIPC $50 Gift Certificates
§$9M337d2'53810| f‘ 52627 i Gift Baskets from The Girl’s Side
e Edward]ones i * Local Food Vendors

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING * AND MORE!!!

Protect What’s Important.

When you need peace of mind, look to
one of the area s leading insurance agencies.

Avuto - Home - Headlth
Business - Life

Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Call for curhside pickup

319.837.6126

327 5" Street, West Point, IA 19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

307 5th Street West Point



https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
 https://www.facebook.com/events/612351646309764/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent

Pen City Current - Wednesday, September 30, 2020 - 11

From the Front

Krogmeier was in a coma for 45 days on ventilator

KROGMEIER - Continued from Page 1

»

‘hope for the best;

ready for that”

She had taken Jerry to the VA Hospital toward the end
of March when he wasn't feeling well. He was evaluat-
ed, and like so many others, was sent home because he
wasn't sick enough to be admitted.

After several days when his symptoms worsened, Kim
drove him back to the hospital where they admitted him
on April 10 with COVID-19. Kim was sent home to
self-quarantine for 14 days. She wasn't tested.

Two days later he was on a ventilator, in a coma, and
was fighting for his life.

Jerry said he remembers nothing of the month and a
half at the VA, but he recalls dreams of his wife.

Kim said the staft at the VA hospital were wonderful
and called her every day, sometimes multiple times each
day to keep her informed of the progress.

“They would give me his oxygen numbers and what
level they were treating him at. Some days he was on
100% oxygen because things were so bad, other days
they would call and say they were able to turn it down to
50% and it would go on and on like that,” she said.

Kim wrote data from the calls with the doctor in a
diary so she could remember and eventually share with
Jerry, She kept another to record her thoughts and emo-
tions to help her cope with not being able to see or touch
her husband while others fought to save his life.

Kim said the first couple weeks were touch and go and
“mega” praying was the only thing she could think of to
do that could help.

“That first week they told me he only had a 20%
chance of surviving. They flat out told me and didn’t
sugar coat anything,” Kim said.

6 “As the calls kept coming and I kept calling, too, they
would say he would take a step forward, but then take
three steps backward. Then I would get a call and they
would say he took four steps forward,” she said.

Toward the end of May, doctors made a strategic de-
cision to take Krogmeier off the ventilators due to some

Kim said. “It was so fast... I wasn't
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encouraging numbers, but they had to do a tracheotomy
to support higher lung function and put him in respira-
tory rehabilitation at a specialty hospital in Davenport.

When Jerry came off the ventilator he said he remem-
bered nothing of the experience.

“I have no recollection at all. I don’t even know how
fast I came out,” Jerry said.

“The first thing I really remember is someone tell-
ing me to try and move my fingers and toes, and they
wouldn’t move.”

Jerry is a Type 2 diabetic and he says he has residual
effects of Agent Orange from Vietnam - but no one
wants to talk about that, he said. Krogmeier was sta-
tioned in the DMZ in Vietnam from 1969 to 1970 as
part of his three years in the Marine Corps.

He said he doesn't fear anything, but this fight was a
different kind of fight.

“I was 21 then. You could’ve shot me with a cannon
and not hurt me. We're all invincible at that age,” he said.

After more than month at the Davenport facility, Jerry
was transferred to Parkview Manor in Wellman, where
his respiratory rehabilitation continued through Friday.

At one point, the medical staff said Kim would be able
to come up and see her husband. They had done some
video sessions prior to that, but Kim said said going to
see Jerry was like a first date for her.

“I was so excited. I wanted to smell nice and pretty up
for him,” she said. “He said he doesn’t remember much
about it, but he does recall dreaming about my voice,
so... maybe those weren't dreams.”

But today Jerry said he’s still fighting to just wake up
every morning. He said he has most of his faculties back,
but the tracheotomy has left a strain on his voice... a
frail reminder of another battle waged.

“I guess I'm doing well enough for them to send me
home,” he said. “Most people heal better at home than a
nursing home just because of the familiar surroundings.”

Kim picked him up from Wellman in a restored 1959
Chevy truck that the two had restored over the past year.
She hadn’t driven the truck and wanted to pick him up
in it as a surprise.

The couple founded Pen City Cruisers and put on
vintage car shows and donate much of the proceeds to
charitable efforts in and around Lee County.

She said doctors haven't really told her why the coro-
navirus hit Jerry so hard. So it isn't known if the diabetes
was a mitigating factor or age, or even the Agent Orange,

NOW OPEN

Dr. Derek Vogelpohl is now seeing patients

in his new Fort Madison office
Monday through Friday.
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Jerry gets reacquainted with his cat upon his
arrival home Friday after a nearly 160 days in
hospitals and rehab centers following a battle
with COVID-19.

that both she and Jerry kept referring to as the only real
other pre-existing health issue.

Jerry hadn’t smoked in more than 50 years and had no
other health issues that are typically associated with the
more severe cases of the disease.

He said before he got sick he remembers hearing that
the disease would affect the older population worse.

Kim said she was never told to get tested, because she
never showed symptoms of the disease at any point. She
did however have her blood tested and it showed anti-
bodies for the coronavirus.

“Apparently I had it at some point, but I never had any
symptoms.”

Jerry said doctors haven't discussed what he went
through with him. He said it doesn’t matter at this point.

“It’s irrelevant to discuss it with me. I just don’t re-
member so much of it. At a later date maybe that would
be fine, but they kept Kim up to date every day and that’s
what’s important”

He said he feels better being at home, but he can tell
it’s going to be long recovery.

“Nobody’s made any prognosis going forward,” he
said. “But it’s gonna be a while, and it’s gonna have to go
slow”
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