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January & February

Editor’s Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
best read news articles 
from our website penci-
tycurrent.com, the top 
social media posts, and 
the photos that impressed 
the most readers from 
each month.

Each issue of 2019 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories & photos as they 
originally appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2019
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
late Monday evening 
fire that lasted well into 
Tuesday morning, has left 
65-year-old Rick Hawkins 
contemplating his future.

Hawkins is the owner of 
Hawkins Auto Service at 
1602 Avenue E. The ser-
vice center was destroyed 
by fire overnight Monday.

Fire officials said the 
fire started in the upper 
ceilings of the structure, 
but took a while to show 
itself in cold, crisp air 
with a wind blowing from 
the southeast.

Fire Chief Joey Herren 
said that helped protect 
property directly behind 
the building.

“We didn’t even have 
any blistering on the 
home behind the proper-
ty,” he said.

The weather condi-
tions and materials being 

burned made fighting the 
fire difficult.

Captain Eric Kerns, 
who had command at 
the scene said the smoke 
from the fire was so 
heavy it bogged down the 
department’s chainsaws 
so accessing the roof was 
difficult.

 “The smoke was so 
heavy the chainsaws 

wouldn’t run. There was 
a double layer ceiling and 
we couldn’t find where the 
seed of the fire was. The 
whole time it was building 
up above.”

Kerns said firefighters 
went looking around for 
about the first hour put-
ting out flare ups that kept 
cropping up around the 
roof the building.

“We went in kinda 
looking around and there 
was a seam over the ga-
rage part and we could see 
an orange glow running 
front to back and from 
that point we went into 
defensive mode. It wasn’t 
even two minutes later 
when it all went through.”

He said at that point, all 
the firefighters were out of 

the building and they be-
gan fighting the fire from 
the exterior and above.

“We don’t have a cause 
yet,” he said. “We’ll be 
here for a while investi-
gating it.”

Herren said the attic 
was several layers thick 
and the flames took some 
time getting through to 
the surface.

Fort Madison firefighters battled a blaze at Hawkins Auto Service in the 1600 block of Avenue 
E on a cold, blustery night Jan. 21, 2019. The story was the top story for January and February.
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Not quite a year after 
bringing his wildly popular Buffalo menu to 
Fort Madison, Chase Gibb has another icon-
ic restaurant in the works, and is about two 
months from literally “firing” it up.

Gibb is bringing an 11,000 lb. coal fire oven 
into the former The Italian restaurant building 
at 337 N. Roosevelt in Burlington.

Those that follow the Buffalo brand and Gibb 
on Facebook, may have seen threads of Gibb 

playing around with oven-baked pizzas and 
other foods for a week.

Gibb is bringing that knowledge back to Bur-
lington and will be opening Coal Haus 337 this 
spring, with former Burlington Golf Club food 
manager, Carlee McIntyre leading the way.

The oven will be the center-piece of the 
restaurant and Gibb said it will be something 
for people to come and experience.

“This thing weighs about 11,000 pounds and 
is about 10 feet long by nine foot wide. It has 
to be loaded and off-loaded with crane. And it 
has to cure so it’s about a 12-week production 
time,” Gibb said.

While a lot of the plans for the endeavor are 
focused on creating unique pizzas with ingre-

dients from around the world, Gibb said it’s not 
a pizza joint.

The coal fire grill will be just the third in 
operation in restaurants in the state.. The oven 
burns anthracite, often referred to as hard coal 
with a submetallic luster. It has the highest 
carbon content, the fewest impurities, and the 
highest energy density of all types of coal.

Gibb said it provides culinary opportunities 
unmatched in this area.

“This won’t just be a pizza place and it’s not 
an Italian place,’ he said. “We’re going to be 
doing coal fired steaks in these ovens too. You 
can cook those right on the coals, they’re called 
‘dirty steaks’. If you look into it, it was a favorite 
of Dwight Eisenhower.”

Chase Gibb brings 11,000 lb anthracite oven to Burlington

Hawkins Auto Service burns
40,750 views, 5,408 
engagements - Jan. 
21, 2019

32,396 views, 6,204 engagements - 
Feb. 3, 2019
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There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 03 Dec

Scattered Clouds
High– 48.3º F | Low – 41.6º F

WED 04 Dec

Overcast
High– 35.8º F | Low – 28.4º F

THU 05 Dec

Light Snow
High– 31.4º F | Low – 29.8º F

FRI 06 Dec

Sunny and Clear
High– 44.4º F | Low – 31.6º F

SAT 07 Dec

Sunny and Clear
High– 38.7º F | Low – 26.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The city of Fort Madison is enact-
ing a snow abatement ordinance in addition to parking 
restrictions, due to the heavy snowfall over the weekend.

According to city Building Director Doug Krogmei-
er, the city is publishing the notice of the abatement on 
Tuesday and residents will have 24 hours to clear all 
public sidewalks on their property. After the notice has 
been published for 24 hours, residents will have an addi-
tional 24 hours before the city will begin to have con-
tracted providers start clearing sidewalks and property 
owners will be billed for the service.

The notice that will be published Tuesday will give 
property owners until Thursday, Jan. 17 at 6 a.m. to have 
all snow removed from the sidewalks. If sidewalks aren’t 
cleared and no requests for an appeal or hearing has 
been made, the city will clear the snow and the costs will 
be assessed against the property owner and the proper-
ty..

Krogmeier said obviously the city doesn’t want to bill 
property owners for the service, but the sidewalks have 
to be cleared. He said the abatement only applies to pub-
lic sidewalks and not sidewalks that go from the street to 
the doors or private driveways, just public walkways.

“I would prefer that everybody does their own, but at 
some point we have to act and get these cleared,” Krog-
meier said.

He said the city will charge a minimum $50 to remove 
the snow, but heavier jobs can come with higher rates if 
it takes more than an hour or so to clear the snow.

“I’m going to have several crews working, but with 
the next round of snow coming, if we don’t get to all of 
it before that hits, and they’re projecting just as much if 
not more this weekend, that bill could get pretty expen-
sive if we have to remove snow from both weekends,” 
Krogmeier said.

Some areas of north Lee County received close to 
a foot of snow on Saturday and Sunday, and the Fort 
Madison Police Department enacted a snow emergency 
to allow city workers to clear the streets. Vehicles are 
supposed to park on the odd side of the street on even 
days to allow city crews to clear the sides of streets with 
even numbered addresses and vice versa on odd num-
bered days.

18,952 views, 3,265 engagements - Jan. 14, 2019

Snow storm prompts 
city warning

City of Fort Madison crews work at the corner of Avenue F and 7th Street on a Monday morning 
clearing the snow from city side streets. A snow abatement ordinance was put into effect Jan. 
14 that required all public walks to be cleared.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

River Rocks opens in Kingsley Inn building
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
new eatery will throw 
open its doors just off the 
banks of the Mississippi 
River Wednesday.

River Rocks, the newest 
occupant of the bar and 
restaurant at the former 
Kingsley Inn, will be open 
starting 11 a.m. Wednes-
day with a sit down menu 
with bar food and dinner 
selections.

Danielle Keefe and Brett 
Matlick of Keokuk are the 
owner/operator of the eat-
ery. Keefe said there’s an 
excitement in the air about 
something new downtown 
and on the east side of 
Fort Madison. The two 

also operate The Palms 
restaurant on the west side 
of town.

Matlick said he came 
down and saw the view 
out the window over 
the Mississippi and was 
hooked on the idea.

“I didn’t want to com-
pete with The Palms so 
we’re not going to do 
steaks or seafood or any-
thing like that, but I came 
down and looked out the 
window and said, ‘Oh 
man, I gotta try it. Look at 
that view,” Matlick said.

He said he came upon 
the idea after someone 
from the Fort Madison 
Lions Club mentioned the 
space was open.

“That was in December 
and here we are six weeks 
later ready to open.”

In addition to the bar 
and food, the two are add-
ing a game room to the 
north end of the restau-
rant.

 “That’s kind of a neat 
thing we’re adding so if 
parents bring the kids and 
the parents want to chat 
for a while the kids can go 
back there and play.”

Keefe said the menu 
will consist of quicker 
foods like burgers, chicken 
sandwiches, and wings but 
they will have some differ-
ent items like the “over-
grown potatoes” which are 
a baked potato that can 
be stuffed with a different 
variety of toppings.

“We are doing our own 
take on pho which is a 
vietnamese soup with rice 
noodles typically with beef 
or chicken. Plus it’s on 

the healthier side like our 
impossible vegan burger. 
It’s the first time we’ve 
tried anything like this,” 
she said.

She said the menu will 
be changed up frequently.

“We can always add 
things to it later. It’s noth-
ing to change these menus 
up. I want to do some 
combos with a soup/salad 
or other combinations like 
that for lunch,” Keefe said.

Matlick said the east 
side of the restaurant will 
be more of a sports bar 
feel, while the west side 
will be the sitdown restau-
rant.

The bar will be fully 
stocked with six draught 
beers with four dedicated 
to local Iowa craft beers. 
The other three will have 
regular domestic pilsners.

18,389 views, 5,192 engagements - Feb. 5, 2019

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – The South Iowa Area 
Crime Commission has released infor-
mation on the melee that took place at 
the Southern Iowa Juvenile Detention 
Center in Montrose last week.

According to SIACC director Carrie 
Folkerts, repairs and cleanup from the 
facility will cost close to $5,000 including 
replacing a window that was damaged in 
the incident.

Folkerts said some of the equipment 
that was damaged has been repaired. 
She said this was an issue of kids just not 
doing what they were told.

Support local journalism. Make your 
Pen City Current subscription donation 
here.

“Usually if there’s an incident like that, 
we just tell the kids to go to their rooms 
and, in most cases, they listen. In this 

case they didn’t want to go,” Folkerts 
said.

She said three of the kids were level 
three offenders which means they have 
more privileges because they haven’t 
been problem kids in the past.

 “They were just bored I guess and 
decided to see what they could do,” she 
said. “Unfortunately for us, the detention 
officers have different standards going 
hands-on with kids as opposed to adult 
jail. There are restrictions because of 
their age. But in these recent instances, 
when law enforcement showed up, the 
kids stopped and there was no incident 
after that.”

Folkerts said the staff at the center does 
a great job but sometimes kids just act 
up and the center is looking at options to 
help curtail some of the recent activities.

This Monday’s incident and another 
incident in December that sent a staffer 
to the hospital with a head wound, all 
involved overflow offenders from Dav-
enport.

 “It does seem like they like to incite 

things,” she said. “We do try to look at 
what we’re taking and when other areas 
have overflow, they try to send the best 
behaved kids out.”

Another contributing factor may be 
the kids are suddenly away from visitors 
and are acting out.

“Maybe some of these kids had a lot 
of visitors when they were up there and 
now they don’t have that, so it becomes 
a hardship and could be causing some of 
the misbehavior. But we’re trying to look 
at all kinds of different factors,” Folkerts 
said.
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting
As you celebrate the season,

please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the

materials used to make it are not recyclable.
Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.

Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!

Juvenile Center melee runs up $5,000 repair bill

This is a photograph of the damage caused by four juveniles at the 
Southern Iowa Juvenile Detention Center on Jan. 29, 2019.

16,928 views, 3,200 engage-
ments - Jan. 29, 2019

Courtesy photo

Threat against local banks leads to Fort Madison man’s arrest
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A Fort Madison 
man, who had sent texts indicating he 
may want to engage in what is known as 
‘suicide by cop’ by robbing a local bank 

and engaging police officers, was taken 
into custody Thursday night.

According to Fort Madison Police 
Chief Tim Sittig, police were looking 
for 30-year-old Adam Huss throughout 
the day Monday. Sittig said Huss had 
allegedly been engaging in criminal mis-

chief, including breaking some windows.
But Sittig said a text they came across 

in the investigation sent police into a 
higher gear.

“We also learned that he had engaged 
in some texting and sent a message say-
ing he wanted to end it all and he wanted 
to do it by holding up a bank and having 
police kill him,” Sittig said Monday night.

Sittig said they alerted banks and 
other area law enforcement and, while 
they were working on that investigation, 
Huss’s vehicle was spotted in town.

Lee County Sheriff ’s deputies and Fort 
Madison Police engaged in a heightened 
search at about 4:25 p.m. and Huss’ 
vehicle was spotted by a deputy in an 
unmarked car at about 4:45.

16,573 views, 5,588 engagements - Jan. 24, 2019

http://www.grrwa.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.fullenkampins.com
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Gary William Rhum

Donald Blair Richardson
Norbert G. Rickelman

Judy H. Roberts
Patrick W. Roberts

Wendy Anne Roberts
Leland Maurice Robinson

Janet Ann Rooney
Larry George Rounds

Vera H. Royce
Carolyn Mae Rube
Michael Ray Rudd

Thomas Shadwell Rump
CaLove Lynn Sackman
Michel R. Sanderson

Aria Laine Skylar
Sampson

Eustolia T. Sanchez
Austin R. Sandrock M.D.

Kim Sawyer

Cornelius Herman 
(Dutch) Schakel

Sandra “Sandi” Schmidt
Julia Norreene Schmitt

Sue Ann Schmitz
Dorothy I. Schock

Gary O. Scholl
Linda N. Schrader

Margaret “June”
Schroeder

Dr. Melanie Joan Schulte
Rae Ann Schwartz

Kathryn Scott
Ralph D. Seager

David Stewart “Dave” 
Seeley

Stephen L. Seyb
James “Jim” Shelton
Lloyd William “Bill” 

Shriver
Sherry M. Simpson
Gene Oveston Sisk

Nancy Skiles
Alberta Rosina Smith

Bryan Lee Smith
James Lewis Smith
Joe Thomas Smith
John Dale Smith

Fr. Mark P. Spring
Saraphina Nicole Stark

John E. Stauffer
Richard Wade St. Clair

James F. Stevenson
Duane “Toby” Eugene 

Stigall
Vicki L. Stinson

Larry G. Stockwell
Linda S. Storms

Cecilia Rose Catherine 
Stotts

Margaret “Peggy” Jean 
Stroder Swartzbaugh

Mary Elizabeth Sweezer

Louise Marie
(Walkowiak) Listebarger 

Shultz
Iona Marie Siegrist

Mary Maxine Simon
Carol Sue Simpson
Thomas “Jack” Tate

Michael Edward Taylor
Pamela June Taylor

Clinton Andrew Tebbs
Melba A.

Therme-Steinhilber
Olive Lorene Thorn

Stephen Tibbitts
Harriet Ann Timmerman
Lisa Kathleen Tolmosoff

Robert Dean Toops
Gary Burl Townsley
Elaine Kay Traman

Helen M. Turtle
Larry “Shane” Tuttle

Daniel “Dan” Tweedy
Mary Kathleen Ullrich

Eric “Giz” Vajentic
Ronald D. Van Niewaal

Joseph Michael Vaughan
Patricia L. VerDught

Donald J. VerKruyse Sr.
Sandra Jean “Sandie” Vest 

Campbell
Hunter Anthony

Vorwaldt
James Henry Wagner

Avis E. Wallett
David L. Wallingford

Leroy Joseph Walljasper
Pamela Ann Waterman

William “Bill” E.
Waterman

Danne Q. Weiler
George Bernard Welding

Jean Lucille Wenke
Julie Ann Wessel

Richard Allen Whaley
Zita M. Wiebler

Wanda Jane Wilken
Paul Joseph Wilkens
Raymond William 

Watznauer
Max Clair Westercamp

Jack R. Whisenand
Julian Thomas White

Zita M. Wiebler
David Merle Wilson

Sue Winnike
Erma R. Wolgemuth
Suzanne Marie Wood
Rebecca Jo “Becky”

Worster
Allen Wayne Wright

Carol A. Wyatt
Robert L. Young

www.drmarkdds.com

Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Open to the Public!
Cash Prizes!

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
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Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & 
quiet with free 
YMCA mem-
bership in-
cluded. 2 bed-
rooms, some 
with decks/
patio. Stove, 
refr igerator, 
d ishwasher, 
built-in micro-

wave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable security 
deposit $300. Must pass background & credit checks 
(no felonies). Large backyard with picnic tables & glid-
er swing in very nice, quiet neighborhood. Rents range 
from $525-$615. Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laun-
dry rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers 
(located in all buildings). On-site manager. 

Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115
for appointment to view.

Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP

For your home or business, ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration offers 24/7/365
commercial and residential water damage cleanup services.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Whether the source is a natural flood or a broken pipe, excess water in a building can leave severe amounts of damage, 
both immediately and in the long term. To prevent your home or business from losing value and to protect your belong-
ings, rapid emergency mitigation is an important service to call upon.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Local animal officials and 
authorities are trying to catch a large German Shep-
herd that escaped from the PAW Animal Shelter this 
week, and are asking for residents help.

PAW Director Sandy Brown said the animal is 
from a puppy mill and has not had much interaction 
with people, so it is frightened.

“He’s harmless. He’s afraid of people and will run 
if you try to approach him. What were asking is 
that people continue to call the shelter or contact us 
through Facebook with his whereabouts.”

Reports of the animal have come in from the areas 
of Aztec Trailer Park, AutoZone and as far west as 
the bypass at Hwy. 2.

Brown said trying to catch the animal will cause 
him to run and that could expand the area of search, 
so she’s asking people to keep letting PAW know of 
any sightings.

“I’ve had people text me at 3 a.m. and that’s fine. 
Keeping contacting us,” she said.

Brown said if the dog did come up to someone 
and allow them to pet him, and they’re comfortable 
attempting to corral the animal, they should, but she 
asked that they not give chase as that can expand the 
area. She said he won’t attack pets or livestock, he’s 
just scared and lost.

“We had someone call and say they saw him out 
by Highway 2. That scares me because I’m afraid 
he’s going to get hit on the highway. He hasn’t been 
around traffic and won’t know how to behave,” she 
said.

The PAW Facebook page is https://www.face-
book.com/PAW-Fort-Madison-Animal-Shel-
ter-179648212052707/. The phone number for the 
shelter 372-2274. People can also report sightings to 
local authorities who have also been trying to find 
the animal.

15,107 views, 1,436 engagements 
- Jan. 18, 2019

Community rallies to help PAW during cold snap 
Shelter asks for help 
finding lost German 

Shepherd
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – What could have been a trage-
dy, turned into a triumph for the P.A.W no-kill animal 
shelter in Fort Madison.

With the wicked winter air that descended on 
southeast Iowa at the end of January, Sandy Brown, the 
director of the shelter, started worrying about all the 
dogs that were penned outside at the shelter.

She said they have had situations with cold before, 
where the animals were brought inside for warmth. But 
this was something different.

“We had over 50 dogs that lived outside. Our con-
cern was keeping them warm. We can do that at 20 or 
30 degrees but with windchills of -45, we were very 
concerned about keeping everyone warm,” Brown said 
Tuesday.

So the shelter put a message out to the community 
asking if anyone would be willing to foster a dog for 
two weeks. Brown said if they were able to get even 10 
people who would take 10 dogs, they could make shel-
tering work during the arctic blast.

The next day, people were lined up at the door filling 
out paperwork and waiting for a dog to take home.  
Brown said the families that came in didn’t even get to 
pick the animal, shelter workers assigned animals based 
on information provided on the paperwork.

“We had no idea we’d get this type of response. 
People came in and filled out paperwork. We looked 
at their paperwork and we picked the dog for them,” 
Brown said. “Everyone was patient and wonderful. It 
was just amazing how easily it went and how many 
people stepped forward. They were kind… they were 
patient…and they were very considerate knowing what 
kind of crunch we were in.”

She said four dogs went to a boarding house in Mt. 
Pleasant, 3 were held at another rescue, and nine went 
to Country Pup Boarding near Keokuk.

“A total of 62 dogs left the shelter before those frigid 
temperatures hit and nobody was left outside,” Brown 
said.

What’s even greater, she said, is that 30 of those dogs 
have found forever homes because of the opportunities 
brought on by the two-week fosters.

“Thirty were adopted by either the people that 
fostered them, their friends, or people who saw the 
animals during the fostering time,” Brown said. “These 
are big dogs. Not the cute 10 or 14 pound dogs. These 
are big-headed dogs that are almost always outside, that 
have found their homes.”

Only one dog, Ruby, who was featured and followed 
on Facebook as rescuers tried to locate her, escaped 
from her foster home and ran loose. But Brown said 
even that had a happy ending as Ruby found a friend 
“Moses” in her two-day travels and the two are now 
both being adopted at the end of the week.

Even businesses like Jay’s Auto in West Point and 
River City Motors Plus in Fort Madison offered their 
garages as a safe haven for kenneled animals during the 
cold.

“This community really stepped up and now we have 
a great story to tell,” Brown said.

She’s calling the event the “Freezer to Foster Care 
Forever” movement and said fostering is something 
that the shelter is going to take a closer look at in the 
future.

She said the shelter is licensed to have a fostering 
program that augments the adoption, but with the large 
number of animals and what that entails on a daily 
basis, there hasn’t been extra time to get the program 
up and running.

Despite the outpouring of support and the high num-
ber of adoptions that took place, there are still 110 dogs 
and 56 cats at the shelter.

“I don’t want anyone to think we don’t have dogs 
waiting for homes, but a lot of big headed dogs got to 
go home. At home, they are so much better than at the 
shelter. They know…they just curl up with you and are 
so much happier.”

Typically fostering requires the families to provide 
fully for the animal including food and any medical re-
quirements, but during this fostering to get the animals 
out of the life-threatening cold, the shelter offered food 
and even kennels if the families needed them.

13,879 views, 1,891 engagements 
- Feb. 19, 2019

http://www.smclrr.com
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
https://www.facebook.com/PAW-Fort-Madison-Animal-Shelter-179648212052707/
https://www.facebook.com/PAW-Fort-Madison-Animal-Shelter-179648212052707/
https://www.facebook.com/PAW-Fort-Madison-Animal-Shelter-179648212052707/
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While we’re away on our Winter Break, we’re working behind the 
scenes to bring you a fresh new Pen City Current e–Edition and 
website for the new year.

Thank You for Your Friendship & Patronage!
We’re Wishing You Happiest of New Years!

www.PenCityCurrent.com
PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 • News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)316.3621

 12/31 MID-DAY
1 1 8

12/31 EVENING
7 7 4

  12/31 MID-DAY
6 9 4 3

12/31 EVENING
2 1 5 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

12/31
30 44 49 53 56
Mega Ball: 11
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – He started hocking 
food in 1975 at the Rodeo as a way to get 
his face out in the public after he and his 
wife purchased an eye care business in 
Fort Madison.

Forty-three years later, Larry Smith, one 
of the most renowned and relied upon 
names in Fort Madison, is ending his 
“rodeo career” with Tri-State Rodeo.

Smith announced at the board’s meet-
ing in January, that he was stepping off 
the Tri-State Rodeo Board of Directors in 
2019.

Growing up in southwest Iowa near 
Creston, Smith considers himself an Iowa 
“farmboy”. He graduated high school 
near Creston, at what is now the CAM 
Community School District. He studied at 
Iowa State University in a pre-optometry 
program before finishing his degree at the 
University of Indiana.

In 1975 he moved to Fort Madison 
with his wife Carolyn, whom he had met 
while they were both pursuing optometry 
doctorals in Bloomington, Ind., to start a 
business they acquired here.

Smith started working in the Rodeo 
food tents as part of the Fort Madison 
Jaycees, who used to handle the vending 
at the Rodeo prior to the Fort Madison 
Aquinas and Holy Trinity Catholic taking 
over food and beverage services.

He continued to work with the Jaycees 
for several years and then began to take 
on more community roles including being 
a part of the Fort Madison Chamber of 
Commerce. As the Chamber President 
in 1983, Smith had a seat on the Rodeo 
Operating Committee and in 1984, Larry 
Roberts, the operating committee chair-

man, asked Smith to help bring back 
Pre-Rodeo Days.

 “One of the first things we did was 
book Sawyer Brown, who had just won Ed 
McMahon’s Star Search and we had them 
in on a Wednesday at the arena to kick 
things off that year,” Smith said.

Another event that set up was Kids 
& Clowns Day at Victory Park. Smith 
said the committee underestimated the 
attendance and things got out of hand as 
legendary Rodeo clowns including Leon 
Coffey were on hand to sign autographs 
for the kids.

“There were way more people there 
than we planned and we had to keep 
sending volunteers to the stores for hot 
dogs and stuff. Then the winds were like 
30 mph that day and we were chasing hot 
dog wrappers all over the park. That could 
have been my last year with the Rodeo,” 
he laughed.

Other events brought back included the 
Chili Supper, which was originally held in 
the Elks Parking lot.

Over the next decade Smith worked his 
way through the Operating Committee 
overseeing programs such as buttons and 
sales, program sales, advertising, enter-
tainment, and working his way up to 
General Chairman in 1992 and 1993.

In 1989, during Carl Saunders’ term as 
General Chairman, the operating com-
mittee was restructured and Smith didn’t 
have a seat on the committee that year.

Now the board has two members from 
the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce, 
but they don’t share board members.

“Before then, the two boards had so 
many things in common it made sense to 
have a Chamber board member on the ro-
deo operating committee,” he said.

As general chairman, Smith helped lead 
the transition from a Friday thru Sunday 
rodeo, to a Thursday-Saturday rodeo.

12,947 views, 2,335 engagements 
- Jan. 27, 2019

Smith retires from Rodeo 
board after 43 years

Chapman makes cameo at 
FMHS Show Choir

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A familiar face 
graced the ever-buzzing rooms of the Fort 
Madison High School Music Department 
Thursday night.

With the 30th edition of the FMHS 
Show Choir Invitational this Saturday, 
Taylor Stoddard, head of the FMHS vocal 
music department, reached out to the man 
that started it all in 1989.

Allen Chapman, who started teaching 
vocal music at FMHS in 1978 and built 
what became “SwingSpan”, the competition 
side of the program, stepped back into the 
room of risers at the request of Stoddard.

 “It’s kind of registered with people 
this is the 30th year. Taylor wanted Ann, 
my daughter, and I to be here for their 
competition and I think they might take 
a moment during those shows and recog-
nize this is the 30th year and pat us on the 
head.”

“Taylor called and said he had a couple 
competitions coming up and asked if I 
could come in, watch the kids, and give 
them a couple pointers and do a little 
cheerleading session with them,” Chapman 
said.

In the 80s, Chapman, with his wife San-
dy, who taught vocal music at the junior 
high level, started building a program 
that could compete with any program in 
the state….and quite possibly the nation. 
Sandy died seven years ago.

 “I had an ace in a hole… my wife Sandy 
was brilliant. She was really great getting 

the 7th and 8th grade kids to look at this 
and give it a whirl. She was the daughter of 
a football coach and had grown up around 
football and baseball practices,” he said, 
frequently gazing through Stoddard’s office 
window to the students rehearsing just 
outside. 

 “She could speak the jock language 
really well.”

Chapman, an Ottumwa native, gradu-
ated from Ottumwa High School in 1967 
and received his music degree in 1971 
from Iowa Wesleyan. He stretched that to a 
master’s degree in voice from Truman State 
University in 1985.

After leaving Fort Madison in 2003, 
Chapman worked in different capacities, 
mostly part-time in the area Catholic 
system including the former Marquette 
High School and then Holy Trinity Cath-
olic. He also did stints with Southeastern 
Community College and Western Illinois 
University.

12,884 views, 1,746 engagements 
- Feb. 23, 2019

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING

F
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T
E
S

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991

3
1
9
 
8
3
7
 
6
9
7
7

WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An early morning fire has 
destroyed an unoccupied house in the 1400 block of 
Avenue I.

City firefighters were called to 1418 Avenue I at about 
5:15 a.m. Monday to find the house fully engulfed in 
flames. LeeComm dispatch put out an “all-call” for the 
department at about 5:25 a.m. No one was in the home 
at the time of the fire.  

Witnesses said the home was abandoned, had no 
utilities connected, and may have had squatters living 
it.  The 2-story structure had a taxable building value of 
$10,557 and is listed as being owned by Janet Krogmei-
er.

No cause of the fire was available Monday morning.

11,970 views, 2,069 engagements 
- Jan. 7, 2019

Morning fire takes 
unoccupied home

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
Fort Madison School Dis-
trict Superintendent Dr. 
Erin Slater has confirmed 
this morning that current 
school board member 
Gayla Young died this 
morning at University 
of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics.

The cause 
of Young’s 
death has 
not been 
released by 
the family, 
but Slater 
issued a 

statement on behalf of the 
district at around 4 p.m. 
Monday night. District 
staff was notified via email 
this morning.

“The Fort Madison 
Community School Dis-
trict is deeply saddened 
by the loss of school 
board Vice-President 
Gayla Young, who passed 
away earlier today. Gayla 

was a strong advocate and 
supporter of the students 
and staff of the Fort Mad-
ison Community School 
District. Her passion for 
education, her countless 
volunteering efforts, and 
her love of learning will 
be deeply missed. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the family at this 
time,” Slater wrote in an 
email Monday.

Fort Madison School 
Board President Dr. Tim 
Wondra said Young’s 
impact will be missed 
throughout southeast 
Iowa.

“It’s a great loss for Fort 
Madison and everything 
she was a part of on the 
board, but it’s also a loss 
for Danville where she 
taught, and it’s a tremen-
dous loss for Denmark 
with all that she was in-
volved in in that commu-
nity,” Wondra said.

 “Gayla was a great per-
son, quick to help, would 
also be there for anyone, 
anytime and she was so 
smart. I am truly a better 

person for having known 
and served with her.”

Young, a teacher in the 
Danville school system, 
was re-elected to the 
Fort Madison board in 
September 2017 after 
serving her first four-year 
term winning her seat in 
2013. She was the cur-
rent vice-president of the 
school board.

Other school board 
members also shared 
in the grief of Young’s 
passing.

Lois DiPrima worked 
at Denmark Elementary 
School during the 1980s 
with Young, when Young 
was a cook with the 
district and decided she 
wanted to do more.

“She wanted to be 
more of a part of her 
children’s education and 
other people’s education. 
The day she went back to 
school, she was so excit-
ed. She wanted to make a 
difference in people’s lives 
and teaching was the way 
to do it. I remember her 
saying those exact words 
to me,” DiPrima said.

“In the last four years 

on the board I have seen a 
family grow. This is losing 
a part of that family.”

Board member Dianne 
Hope said didn’t know 
Young before serving on 
the board with her, but 
said she didn’t just lose a 
fellow board member, but 
a friend.

“Gayle was a dedicat-
ed board member and 
brought a classroom ed-
ucator’s view to the table. 
She also followed legisla-
tive issues and what was 
going on in Des Moines. 
She will be missed as a 
board member and as a 
friend.”

Jared Hotop said Young 
was a big advocate for ed-
ucation and the students 
of Fort Madison.

“She always had the 
district’s best interests at 
heart,” he said.

Fellow board member 
Carol Ross said Young 
gave education everything 
she had.

“Gayla was a great per-
son. She was passionate 
about education and gave 
110% in everything she 
did,” Ross said.

11,349 views, 5,569 engagements  - Jan. 1, 2019
Board reacts to Gayla Young’s death

YOUNG

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

First. Fresh. Local.

https://www.fortmadisony.org/winter-sports-sampler/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.grrwa.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION
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A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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CURE PREVENT TREAT

Jacob Sanchez
Diagnosed with autism

Lack of eye contact is a sign of autism.
Learn the others at autismspeaks.org/signs.

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – After 
being in the family business 
for close to three decades, 
Tommy Burner has opened 
his own furniture outlet on 
Avenue G.

His family has been in 
the furniture business with 
outlets in Fort Madison and 
Burlington for almost 35 
years. Burner’s new location 
at 734 Avenue G, is the third 
location the Burner’s have 
had in Fort Madison.

A fire destroyed the fami-
ly’s first business at 15th and 
G, and then they moved 
operations downtown 
until they moved it to the 
current facility at the corner 
of Main and Harrison in 
Burlington.

The new location at 734 
Avenue G, opened just 
before the end of the year 
and is open from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday and by appointment.

Burner said this is the 
first time he’s been the own-
er of the business and things 
have been moving quickly.

“We opened up the third 
week of December,” he said. 
“We signed the papers on 
Tuesday and by the next 

Tuesday we had four trucks 
of furniture in the store.”

He said his family’s histo-
ry in the furniture business 
has been an asset moving 
forward.

“Dad is really helping 
me out a lot. I wouldn’t be 
able to do this without their 
help. They’re focusing on 
just new furniture now and 
the moving service. But we 
really missed being in Fort 
Madison,” Burner said.

After the fire, Burner 
said he managed the one at 
717 Avenue G for about 2.5 
years where his father Tom, 
was providing the inven-
tory,.

“My whole life I’ve been 
involved with the business. 
As a boy, I used to do my 
homework at the auction. It 
was common to see me at 
the auctions Corey Fraise 
used to do out on Ortho 
Road, with a book. I’d do 
my homework there and 
then help load trucks for 
dad and Francis Holmes,” 
Burner said

Burner said all the in-
ventory at the new location 
is used furniture with the 
exception of new bed mat-
tresses and box springs.

The used furniture has 
been repaired in some cases 
and cleaned up and sold at 

rates competitive to some 
of the furniture kits you can 
get at box stores.

“There’s a lot of people 
realizing that this furniture 
is better than the pressed 
wood products,” he said. 
“The majority of our busi-
ness is people who come in 
here and say, ‘well, this is 
the same price as some of 
the pressed wood stuff ’, and 
it’s solid wood and will hold 
up for generations.”

He said owning the busi-
ness is a lot different that 
being on the delivery crew 
or managing the operations 
for someone else.

“This is a bit more over-
whelming being in charge of 
buying and selling. I have to 
watch my spending a whole 
lot more, but if you want to 
run a successful business 
you have to take the bad 
with the good,” Burner said.

He said he thinks busi-
ness is going well in the 
downtown area, but he said 
he would like to have a store 
front eventually that has 
more parking. Everything 
that comes or leaves the 
store has to go out the front 
because he has no alley 
access.

The store can be reached 
at 319-372-7313 and by 
Facebook at the following 
link: https://www.facebook.
com/FortMadisonFurni-
ture319/

Burner said he also is in 
the market for bidding on 
estate property for people 
who don’t want to haul 
property around the area 
after a loved one passes.

10,745 views, 2,310 engagements - Feb. 1, 2019
Burners back to furniture biz in FMRiverfest continues to build 

on past festival successes
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – In 
just four years, it’s be-
come one of the biggest 
parties in southeast Iowa. 
The four-day event that’s 
anchored with some 
of the best live enter-

tainment 
around, is 
gearing up 
for another 
go-round 
on the 
shores of 
the Mis-

sissippi River at Fort 
Madison.

RiverFest 2019 is 
already taking shape for 
the first full weekend in 
August, which this year is 
Aug. 1-4.

Chairman Charles 
Craft and the RiverFest 
committee is once again 
going outside the box to 
bring innovative enter-
tainment to Fort Madi-
son’s Riverview Park.

In addition to the 
traditional carnival, 
vendors, dozens of food 
options, and a schedule 
that fills more than a 
half week, this year he’s 
adding even more attrac-
tions.

Fans crowd the stage as 
FireHouse took the stage 
as the featured act Sat-
urday night at RiverFest 
2018. Photo by Aniah 
Ross/PCC Intern

What normally isn’t 
found in the muddy 
waters of the Mississip-
pi this far north, will 
make an appearance this 

year….alligators.
Craft is bringing an 

American bushman, 
Kachunga, to RiverFest 
this year with daily shows 
and he said got the idea 
from touring state fairs 
and festivals.

The shows will be free 
to the festival goers who 
will see an up-close, fun, 
and educational presen-
tation as part of an edge-
of-your-seat experience.

“I had an idea on the 
drawing board from the 
first year. It just wasn’t in 
the budget the first year. 
They’ll do up to three 
shows a day and they’ll 
be free,” Craft said. “A lot 
of people that have been 
to the State Fair will have 
seen this act before. “

He said the show 
isn’t the typical alliga-
tor wrestling show you 
might see traveling in 
the southeastern part of 
the country. Craft said he 
wanted to bring some-
thing genuine that was 
informative and exciting.

10,220 views, 1,140 engagements - Jan. 13, 2019

CRAFT

http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://cyberhounds.org
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.jdrf.org
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
https://www.facebook.com/FortMadisonFurniture319/
https://www.facebook.com/FortMadisonFurniture319/
https://www.facebook.com/FortMadisonFurniture319/
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NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION

The Fort Madison city budget has hit the skids.
Despite an increase in county valuations of almost 23%, 

the city is staring at a loss of almost $330,000 in sales tax in 
this current year alone. That’s $4.7 million dollars on sales 
that didn’t take place in Fort Madison this year…that did 
last year.

What the hell, people? You took your shopping elsewhere 
to the tune of $4.7 million? Or did you just buy it online?

If you bought it online, you’re paying the tax now, but 
will that help the city find “greener” pastures?

It’s yet to be determined. The State of Iowa eerily keeps 
sales tax disbursements close to the vest. City Manager 
David Varley and City Finance Director Peggy Steffensmei-
er have both said, and I’ve confirmed, that the state won’t 
break those figures down.

Time to make some calls.
How that isn’t public information is beyond me. The only 

argument we can fathom is that it may be proprietary and 
give competitors an advantage from one retail outlet to the 
next. But I don’t buy it, everyone knows it’s 1 percent. They 
know that 1 percent of that respective purchase should go 
to the city. Well, actually it would appear that it doesn’t 
work that way.

The disbursements aren’t even based on sales. The state 
collects the 1 percent tax and then distributes it based on 
this formula – copied from the Iowa Department of Reve-
nues Q&A on Local Option Sales Tax.

“Each county’s account is distributed on the basis of pop-
ulation (75 percent) and property tax levies (25 percent). 
The population factor is based on the most recent certi-
fied federal census. The property tax factor is the sum of 
property tax dollars levied by boards of supervisors or city 
councils for the three years from July 1, 1982 through June 
30, 1985. business advocacy groups could target marketing 
efforts and campaigns.

Editorial - Formula for 
city sales tax perplexing
10,245 views, 1,919 engagements - Feb. 26, 2019

PCC STAFF

KEOKUK – A Keokuk 
man is back in custody af-
ter firing a shot in a home 
and holding law enforce-
ment officers in a standoff 
that lasted from about 11 
p.m. Monday into the ear-
ly morning hours Tuesday 
in the 100 block of South 
19th Street.

According to a release 
from the Keokuk Police 
Department this morn-
ing,  31-year-old, Joseph 
Daniel Cass, of Keokuk 
was taken was taken into 
custody at approximately 
5 a.m. on a Lee County 
warrant for Voluntary Ab-
sence from custody and a 
charge of domestic abuse 
assault while displaying 
a dangerous weapon, an 
aggravated misdemeanor.

On February 4th, at 
approximately 10:57 pm, 
officers were called to 
the home of Cass for a 
domestic situation with 
a shot fired within the 

house. Upon officer’s ar-
rival, Cass and the female 
victim were found outside 
the home.

As officers approached 
Cass, he ran into his 
house and refused to 
come out. Negotiators 
with the Iowa State Patrol 
were called to assist. 
After several hours of 
talks, Cass turned himself 
over to law enforcement 
without incident. A search 
warrant was served at the 
house and a firearm was 
recovered. This investiga-
tion remains open.

The Keokuk Police 
Department was assisted 
by the Tactical Response 
Unit, Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Iowa State Patrol 
and Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office.

Cass is considered in-
nocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

8,457 views, 1,927 engagements - Feb. 5, 2019

Shooting, standoff 
results in arrest of 

Keokuk man
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Under a new proposed lease with 
the city, RiverFest organizer Charles Craft will pay 1,500% 
more to use Riverview Park for the burgeoning summer 
festival.

The 1,500% amounts to just $375 for the year. Craft was 
paying $25 to the city for the rental of the park for the 
four-day event for the past three years. Under the new 
contract, Craft will pay $400 for the park.

The city and Craft have been working on a lease agree-
ment for use of the park. City Manager David Varley told 
the Fort Madison Parks Board at its meeting on Wednes-
day night, that the proposed agreement is a one-year deal.

“We’re asking you to approve this as a one-year agree-
ment with the intent that in 2020 the parties would enter 
into a multi-year agreement,” Varley said.

The board approved the agreement with a 4-0 vote.
Craft said Wednesday he didn’t have a problem with the 

increased fee, but said he would have liked to have seen 
the lease before the park board approved it.

“I’ve been asking (Varley) for a lease agreement since 
October. I’ve stopped in to see it several times and they 
tell me it’s not ready or it’s close to being ready. Then, 
almost overnight, it shows up in front of the board,” Craft 
said.

“It’s not the dollar amount in the lease, I think that’s a 
fair amount to pay. It’s the precedent that it sets. Are we 
encouraging people to do things in the community or 
discouraging them.”

8,077 views, 1,453 engagements - Feb. 20, 2019

Riverfest park rental 
bumped by city board

https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
http://www.fmchosp.com
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With Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEVER – Officials at the Iowa Fertilizer Company 
said a power outage on Wednesday will cause a restart 
and the plant will have high flaming and noise levels 
over the next few days as the facility restarts.

Company officials released a statement from Manag-
ing Director Darrell Allman outlining the situation and 
what can be expected at the facility as the restart occurs.

“Late morning yesterday, Iowa Fertilizer experienced 
an unplanned interruption due to a loss of electrical 
power to our production and the plant will begin the 
restart process immediately,” Allman said. “Over the 
next few days, members of the community will see 
higher than normal flaring, accompanied by higher than 
normal noise levels due to the flaring and other steam 
venting. Flaring is the flame that is occasionally visi-
ble above our facility. The flaring during startups is, by 
design, safe and is harmless to the environment and the 
surrounding community. The flaring will change in color 
and intensity as we advance through the different states 
of the startup process. Intensity at night could be ampli-
fied by the particular timing of a startup stage or due to 
low cloud cover. Iowa Fertilizer continues to meet and 
exceed all air quality permits and regulations regarding 
these flares.”

Allman said the plant start up will be completed as 
quickly as practical and they hope to be back into full 
production in the next few days.

“As always, Iowa Fertilizer Company will maintain our 
commitment and focus on safety, the environment, and 
the well being of our surrounding community during 
these startup activities,” the statement read. “At Iowa Fer-
tilizer, we take safety very seriously and work diligently 
to always be a good neighbor. Those with questions or 
concerns can feel free to contact us at 515-422-9296.”

6,954 views, 603 engagements - Jan. 13, 2019

IFC restarts after 
Jan. 9 power outage

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The 
demolition of a house at 
1301 Avenue I has the ire 
of the city’s Historic Pres-
ervation Commission.

The property was 
demolished sometime 
during the three-day hol-
iday weekend and Andy 
Andrews, president of the 
North Lee County Histor-
ical Society, told the Fort 
Madison City Council the 
move was a slap in the 
face of the commission. 
Andrews also serves as the 
chairman of the HPC.

 “It was a real slap 
into the face of the HPC 
yesterday when they came 
in on a holiday and tore 

down an 1836 brick house 
at 1301 Avenue I. There 
was no knowledge to the 
preservation commission,” 
Andrews told the council 
Tuesday night.

Andrews spent some 
time outlining the history 
of the building and said 
there was some hardware 

the commission would 
have like to have saved.

“Unknown to us, this 
was being torn down and 
we kept this all secret 
from the Historic Preser-
vation Commission.”

He presented a list of 
homes built before 1960 
and said those homes 

should have a demolition 
permit.

    “Of course, the city’s 
going to tell me they don’t 
have to get demolition 
permits, but that’s really 
not designated. The com-
mission is here to preserve 
our historic structures,” 
Andrews said.

A bulldozer sits atop the lot where a home used to stand after city offi-
cials decided to demolish the home in February, a move that was met 
with disapproval by the city’s Historic Preservation Commission.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

5,955 views, 1,435 engage-
ments - Feb. 20, 2019

Preservation group upset with home’s razing

Fort Madison man charged in stabbing death 
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK – A Keokuk 
man is in custody this 
morning and is being 
charged with first-degree 
murder in the slaying of a 

Keokuk woman.
Twenty-four year old 

Adam Golden McCain 
was arrested late Monday 
and booked into the Lee 
County Jail on a charge 
of first-degree murder, a 
Class A Felony. If found 
guilty of the charge, Mc-

Cain faces life in a state 
correctional facility.

According to a release 
issued on this morning 
at 9:41 a.m. On February 
5th, 2019 at approxi-
mately 10:27 pm, Ke-
okuk Police Department 
Officers responded to the 
300 block of Main Street 

in the River City Mall 
parking lot for a female 
who had been stabbed.

The victim, Calove 
Sackman, of Keokuk, was 
transported by ambu-
lance to Unity Point 
Hospital in Keokuk, 
where she succumbed to 
her injuries.

6,203 views, 1,645 engagements - Feb. 6, 2019

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.
Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch
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Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.doddprinting.com
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10th Street Station
Alliance Realty Company

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Bagcraft
Baxter Construction Company

Baxter’s Sports Complex
Big Bang Fireworks

Bridge Cafe & Supper Club
Brockman Chiropractic

Building Materials
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carlos O Capdevila Agency

Catfish Bend Casinos
Celene M. Coppage

Chad Ward
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
City of Fort Madison

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

Community Heating & Cooling
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Cullen Pest Control

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.

Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Johnson

Denmark God’s Portion Day Committee
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Peterson
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Doris’ Tavern
Double Dipper, Inc.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis and Associates
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
Dutchman’s Store

Edward Jones – Larry Kelch
Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp

Faeth’s Fowl Play
Fairfield Arts & Convention Center

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farmington Strawberry Festival
Fort Colony Family Restaurant

Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison Community School District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters

Fort Madison Partners
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Garden Bros. Circus

Great River Regional Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill
Green Oak Development

Griffinn Muffler & Brake Center
Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Hidden Beauty Salon

Hill Side Inn
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Industrial Motors
Jason & Stephanie Runge

Jean Neuweg
Jeff Kurtz

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

K’s Fabrics & More
Karen Hope
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit

Kevin Rink, Fort Madison City Councilman
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

KLM Realty
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Bank

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Economic Development Group

Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Speedway
Madison Turf and Timber
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Matt’s Greenhouse
Menke & Company
Merschman Seeds

Merschman Trucking
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.

Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
Mohrfeld Electric

Montrose Community Fireworks Committee
Montrose Customs

Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon Festival Committee

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Paul’s Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling, Inc.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Randolph Dental
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County

Sara Jan Garza
Saunders and Bunger Law

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Small Grand Things
Sonny’s Super Market

Southeastern Community College PACE Program
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stage 2 Consignment Shop
State Farm Insurance – Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Stewart Automotive

SubArena
Taco Taco Takos

Taske Force
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
Todd Schneider

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the Great River Region

Vintage Sports Cards
Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey
West Point Fireman’s Ball

West Point Fireworks Committee
West Point Sweet Corn Festival Committee

Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
WorkSource Sta!ng

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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