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SATURDAY MEETING: City fire chiefs looking at operating under cities’ licenses

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - Officials throughout Lee County met in an
emergency joint teleconference on Saturday afternoon to discuss the
dire situation of the Lee County Emergency Medical Services.

The ambulance service is facing disabling financial pressure high-
lighted by a $36,000 infusion from the county on Friday just to meet
payroll through March. (See story below.)

The meeting was attending by representatives of the ambulance
service, two Lee County Board of Supervisors, Keokuk and Fort
Madison mayors, Lee County Sherift Stacy Weber, the fire chiefs of
both city’s and other elected officials.

“This has become a crisis and this industry has reached a crisis,”
said Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld.

“Fort Madison and Keokuk have offered some resources of
personnel to look into options to keep this going, and some of the
smaller cities have had helpful participation”

Mohrfeld said no city has offered to contribute funds to the oper-
ation at this point. He said the efforts are focusing on determining
what the service will look like going forward.

Lee County Supervisor Gary Folluo said Fort Madison Fire Chief
Joey Herren and Keokuk Fire Chief Gabe Rose are both looking
into whether the service can be operated under those respective

See AMBULANCE, page 5

AMBULANGE
Supervisors
give $36K
to cover
EMS payroll

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - Lee
County Emergency
Medical Services got a
payroll infusion from
the county on Friday
after an emergency
teleconference of the
Lee County Board of
Supervisors.

Lee County Auditor
Denise Fraise said the
county received a letter
from the ambulance
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CORONAVIRUS
Henry County

man among 23
new lowa positives

DES MOINES - A Henry County man is
one of 23 newly identified positive cases of
COVID-19 in Iowa, according to a release
Saturday from the Iowa Department of Public
Health.

According to the release, there have been a
total of 68 positive cases in Iowa. To date, there
have been 1,049 negative tests conducted at
the State Hygienic Lab. The locations and age
ranges of the 23 individuals include:

Allamakee County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years), 1 older adult (61-80 years)

Black Hawk County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years), 1 elderly (81 years or older)

Dubuque County, 1 older adult (61-80
years)

Fayette County, 1 adult (18-40 years)

Henry County, 1 adult (18-40 years)

Johnson County, 3 adults (18-40 years), 1

middle age adult (41-60 years), 1 older adult 9

(61-80 years)

Linn County, 2 adults (18-40 years), 1
middle age adult (41-60 years)

Muscatine County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years)

Polk County, 2 middle age adults (41-60
years), 2 older adults (61-80 years)

Pottawattamie County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years)

Story County, 1 adult (18-40 years)

Washington County, 1 middle age adult
(41-60 years)

A status report of monitoring and testing
of COVID19 in Iowa is provided by IDPH
and can be found here. In addition, a public
hotline has been established for Iowans with
questions about COVID-19. The line is avail-
able 24/7 by calling 2-1-1 or 1-800-244-7431

Iowans who have traveled recently for
business or spring break vacations, whether
internationally or domestically outside of
Iowa, should strongly consider self-isolating
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Obituaries/From the Front

More talks expected on future of Lee County EMS

PAYROLL - Continued from Page 1

amount, but Fraise said that would only get the
ambulance service caught up for the next week.

Board Chairman Ron Fedler said he wants the
city’s of Keokuk and Fort Madison involved in the
conversation, and said both mayors Tom Richard-
son and Matt Mohrfeld have indicated they are
willing to sit on a committee immediately to look
at how to keep the service going until the new
contract kicks in July 1.

The county has already committed an addition-
al $50,000 to the ambulance service in the next
budget.

Supervisor Gary Folluo said the letter indi-
cated the ambulance service had writeofts that

surpassed more than half a million in medicaid
services in 2019.

“We have to have some really firm conversations
and a game plan in place by Monday. Next Friday
they will have another payroll due,” Folluo said.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do, but it’s our obliga-
tion to keep an ambulance service for our citizens.
Keep in mind that we do have a contract with
LCEMS until June 30”

Folluo also said the state doesn’t consider am-
bulance services as essential services under state
code.

Lee County Emergency Management Agency
coordinator Steve Cirinna said he’s been told if

To Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:

o Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

« Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling

 Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction

o Place all recyclables loose in bins

o Don’t recycle wrapping paper

» Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

waste

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrva.com

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa

the services were considered essential they would
have to be funded and that could be what’s hold-
ing legislation up.

Because the state doesn’t consider the services
essential, the county can’t tax for the service as a
separate line item, and the supplemental funding
has to come from the county’s general fund

“If it’s an essential service its a separate tax line
that would allows us to get more money. We're
putting quite a bit in, but the ambulance service
needs a lot of money;” Larkin said.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked how long the coun-
ty can continue to offset the shortfalls.

“How long can we continue this, (money) isn’t
falling out of the sky by any means. We're not
talking about small money here, but I understand
we have to have an ambulance service, too,” he
said.

There was some discussion with Lee County
Sherift Stacy Weber about having some of the staff
come in under LeeComm services. Weber said
it’s a possibility, but additional training would be
required.

Fedler said despite not being considered an es-
sential service, the county has to step in and make
sure there is an ambulance service for the county.

“This is an emergency and we can’t wait.”

Folluo said it was imperative that talks for the
next week and going forward begin immediately.
Fedler said there may have to be another telecon-
ference next week when more additional payroll
comes due for staff at Lee County EMS.

“We have to buy some time and keep the safety
of Lee County residents in our minds. It’s a cru-
cial time and we need to keep those employees we
have right now””

Fraise said State Sen. Rich Taylor has been work-
ing with state and federal legislators to see if some
funding could be obtained through the response
to the Coronavirus, since this would be for med-
ical services, but she said those conversations are
still taking place.

OBITUARIES

MARY BAILEY

Mary “Lucille” Bailey, 90, of Fort Madison, IA,
passed away at 8:43 p.m. on Friday, March 20, 2020
at the Donnellson Health Center. She was born on

February 6, 1930 in Bentonsport, IA to
Clarence & Mary Jane Gibbs Holmes.
She married Carrol “Carp” Bailey on
September 21, 1945 in Fort Madison,
IA. He preceded her in death on De-
cember 13, 1989. She was a homemak-

BAILEY er and enjoyed playing bingo, crochet-
ing and baking.

Lucille is survived by: 2-sons: Dan (Sandy) Bailey
of Land O’Lakes, FL & Phillip Bailey of Denmark,

IA; 3-daughters: Kimberly Bailey of Fort Madison,

IA, Barbara (Kevin Beach) Bailey of Fort Madison,

IA & Karen (Lyndon) Decker of Fort Madison, IA;
1-son in law: Dennis DeKraai of Fort Madison, IA;
1-daughter in law: Carolyn Bailey of Keosauqua, IA;
20-grandchildren; several great grandchildren & great
great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by:
her parents, husband, 1-son: Mike Bailey, 1-daughter:
Paula DeKraai, 2-brothers & 6-sisters.

Due to the Coronavirus restrictions, a private
family burial will take place at Oakland Cemetery in
Fort Madison. Cards & memorials may be sent to
Barb Bailey, 3211 Avenue L, Fort Madison, IA 52627.
Online condolences to the Bailey family may be left at
the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website:
www.kinglynk.com. King-Lynk Funeral Home &
Crematory is assisting the family.
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Opinionl Local News

lowa bucks the trend 1n coronavirus testing

It’s been a week full of press conferences, press releases
and literally a minute-by-minute news cycle.

I've said many times it’s scary but a bit fascinating to
watch how this virus, which Lee County Supervisor Rich
Harlow suggested may have been started by Chinese
people eating a contaminated bat, has changed the world
as we know it.

R.E.M wrote those very words in 1987 and people took
it to mean the world was ending, but that’s not meaning
the grammar intends. Whatever the intentions of Michael
Stipe’s lyrics....I do feel fine...today anyway.

The world “as we know it” has been changed, and
to what extend those changes hang on after this virus
subsides is to be determined by the world’s seven billion
people.

Will hand sanitizer and the myriad of disinfectants
become the norm? Will the world be a more sanitized
place? Will ‘self-distancing” become an accepted word in
the Webster world? Maybe. But what effect will that have
on our health? Don’t we have good bacteria on our hands
as well. What about great-grandma’s theory that being
around people who are sick, builds our immunity?

Who knows. I just don’t want this cold to be here. We've
hunkered down pretty good here at Pen City Current.
I'm actually enjoying the telemeetings. I can write as they
talk and it saves me time. I can also dress in Minnesota
Vikings gear and work subliminally on their sports-de-
prived minds.

But for each one of these I participate in I see a group
of people whose concern for ‘self-distancing’ is only
outweighed by their passion for protecting their county,
communities, schools, businesses and cities.

There’s a wide range of benefits being extended to
public and private employees through the level-headed
thought processes of those in charge. But those in charge
of Iowa’s health care, are taking a different approach than
others in the crosshairs of the national media.

This week officials with the Iowa Department of Public
Health said the state has currently on hand 400 tests, not
daily tests, but 400 tests TOTAL as of Friday.

We've had calls here at Pen City Current from people
who say that can’t get tested for the virus and are being
sent home. We called both the Lee County Health De-
partment and Fort Madison Community Hospital, who
both said that isn't true.

However, the state, through press conference held from
the State Emergency Operations Center in Johnston, is
being very clear that you will only be tested if you require
hospitalization, and those with mild symptoms should
basically stay home and ride it out.

With more than 3 million people in the state, 400 tests
is a scary, scary position to take when more tests are
clearly available. So we believe its a safe assumption that
the state is mandating serious screening measures before

Cemetery clean up
starts Monday

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Cemetery
Department will begin Spring Clean Up at Sacred
Heart, Elmwood, Oakland & City Cemeteries on
Monday, March 23 through Friday, March 27, 2020.
All items must be removed from the gravesites before
Monday, March 23. Any items left will be disposed of
during cemetery cleanup. No items are to be placed on
the graves until Monday, March 30, 2020.

For further information, call (319) 372-7700, ext. 206
or email mblind@fortmadison-ia.com.

swabbing a person who genuinely is sick. But with what
illness?

The Des Moines Register ran a story this week on this
very issue and interviewed three or four people and
families who couldn’t get tested. What the report failed
to mention, in my opinion as I read the article twice - I
don’t think one of those interviewed for the story actually
tested positive for the virus at any point in their struggle
with health clinicians.

So does that empower the state to believe they are
doing the right thing by almost completely relying on the
standard talking points of washing hands, not touching
the face, and staying home if your sick? Maybe.

But the risk they run is alienating the public in gen-
eral...and more importantly an election looming in
November.

So, after listening to all of these press conferences a
couple things are very clear as of Saturday at 10:30 a.m.. If
you are sick, you will not get a test until health clinicians
believe you need to be hospitalized...or if your private
physician authorizes a test. But with medical facilities
under an unprecedented change of focus and severely
strained resources, it may be difficult to get in to see your
physician. And if you do, that cost will be on you and
your insurance company, not on the state.

The other thing is that Iowa is conducting itself inde-
pendent of other state and federal moves, including the
statewide shutdown just to the east of us.

But will Iowa come out as the state that didn't overreact
and came out better than most? That could be the case,
but most federal epidemiology experts are saying at this
point it’s better, in this particular situation, to overtest, to
aid in isolation efforts and stem the tide.

Iowa’s chief epidemiologist, also the state medical
director, Dr. Caitlin Pedati is saying self-distancing, hand
washing, not touching your face, staying home if your
sick, and calling-before-going medical advice, is suffi-
cient...at this point.

The state has obviously taken unprecedented steps to
help its residents from unemployment, to paid sick leave,
to small business incentives, and extending deadlines in
every single aspect of our regulated lives. Yet the optics
are that we are pushing our resident away when it comes
specifically to this virus.

The result of that remains to be seen, but it’s no stretch
to say this tactic is high risk at what reward? We look
smarter than everyone else? Are the tests extremely ex-
pensive and causing the state of Iowa to not want to pur-
chase more as a cost savings measure? What’s the reason?

If state health officials don’t think that most people
actually have the virus, isn't it better to be able to provide
that data, or are we afraid of the other side of that scenar-
io, where more people have it than we want to admit?

All important questions, but for the time being we're
at the state’s mercy of these tests. All I have to say to that
is....
Wash your hands, don't touch your face, stay home if
your sick, try to self distance, and call before you seek
medical care if you think you have the virus.

This virus has obviously created some home time for
most of us. Personally, we've turned to Euchre and cook-
ing just to get away from the television, but I think I've
found the best show we weren't watching. Miracle Work-
ers on TBS. The show features a very funny - and so-not
Harry Potter — Daniel Radcliffe, and Steve Buscemi. Don't
watch with the kids. It’s a bit rough. But that’s Beside The
Point.

A Message From Sonny’s Super Market

A Message to Our Community:

Whether you believe in the true threat of COVID-19

(Coronavirus); fact is that there is real fear.

Sonny’s Super Market (Sonny’s Super Market) is

OPEN and will continue to maintain standard sani-
tary procedures, as well as be proactive in the check-
out and meat department areas. Additional action

will be taken to wipe down surfaces touched regular-

ly by our customers.

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up

for orders over $20. Orders can be placed via phone

(319-837-6126), email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.

com) or Facebook messanger (@sonnyssupermarket).

319.837.6126

Immediate reaction to Social Media is not
guaranteed.

THANK YOU for continued support of local,
independent businesses. Stay well.

Dale & Deina Merschbrock

327 5" Street, West Point, 1A

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).3711670

editor(@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125

sales(@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

* Transmission Repair * Major/Minor Engine Repair
¢ Alignments * Tune-Up
* Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

€

Coverage that works
when they can't

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
'WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

THelp CRRWA Kee Your Community Hazard-Fres!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2002 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, 1A Kookuk, IA
1-319-372-6140 1319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! ~ www.grwa.com  facebook com/grmwa

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Ricl;)S“z’l:;ders (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

vy)
]
g E'.E Posters Art
g g g Flyers S_upqlles
o Printing
s Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furnitu re
Trifold Brochures
621 Rvenue G 319.3712.21T1
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, RURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF, I’'m not just here for

Agent .

2623 A L

262 Mavf‘e‘ggu5'9‘§ e insurance. | can als_o help
B :319-372:5

wuwsv‘vr.‘fisrfmadisoninsurance.com yOU |00k at your retlrement

goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.’

o StateFarm'

State Farm
1708167.1 Bloomington, IL

Great Atmosphere!
Fabulous Food!

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com 319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 PM
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

YOUR
AD

HERE

(of | § Y
(319) 371.4125

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd

West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/ Pinterest ligrandthi

com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law
Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.
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APARTMENTS FOR RENTRIEESI TN

Chateau Apartments Extra US
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

@pencitycurrent

Extra clean & quiet with free

YMCA membership included.

2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af- |
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

l-
JMILLION

AMERICANS

COULD
HAVE

TID

2050

IMPROVING

LIVES,
CURING
TYPE1

'DIABETES.

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Gotancwstip?

Call Chuck (319)371.1670

he Sound That Sells

Mason Holvoet, winner of the lowa Auctioneer Rookie Contest

Schedule Your 2020 Auction Today
& Put Mason To Work For You!

319-470-7372

PremierAuctionsSaleslowa.com
On-Site or Online: We’re Ready to Serve You!

Brian Holvoet
Owner/Logistics/
Ringman

Mason Holvoet

Connor Holvoet Chris Holvoet
Owner/Auctioneer i

Logistics/Ringman Realtor

Youngs may not sign
contract extension

AMBULANCE - Continued from Page 1

city’s licenses to provide emergency services.

Folluo also said the Young family is making some inquiries through the IRS to release some
incoming funds that are tied to a lien on the company.

“That phone call on Monday between Richard Young and the IRS will be very important. If
we can get that to be the case, the fire departments are going to start talking to the state about
operate off their licenses as emergency service providers, and then we go from there,” he said.

Folluo said the current contract between the county and the ambulance service expires on
June 30, 2020. He said a new contract is in the Young’s hands, but he hasn't heard confirma-
tion they are going to sign it.

Mohrfeld said he doesn’t believe the Youngs will renew the contract.

“We do know that Lee County EMS has zero intention of renewing the contract at this
point,” he said. “The more immediate concern now is can they provide services between now
and then”

Mohrfeld said its not so much a matter of money, which is the pressing issue at the moment,
but the willingness and capacity to continue providing the service to Lee County residents.

“At this point it’s a bigger issue than just money. It’s more about if Lee County EMS can, and
will, move forward. That has to be determined,” Mohrfeld said.

“If they can't and won't then it’s gotta be somebody else - a new private enterprise and based
on the environment that's damn thin. If that’s the case, the county recreates the wheel or it
becomes some kind of blended (service).

“Basically, everyone got together and said can this move forward or does it transition into
something else in a different form with different players.”

Mobhrfeld said he called all seven Fort Madison City Council members to inform them of
the meeting and update them on the situation.

Folluo said he feels better today knowing that the cities are instrumental in helping craft a
program.

“We need to find a way so we can guarantee the safety of Lee County citizens,” he said.

The current agenda for the Lee County Board meeting on Tuesday does not include any
additional action pertaining to the ambulance service.

Lee County Health Dept. suspends

immunization, TB clinics

LEE COUNTY - Lee County Health Department (LCHD) has temporarily
suspended TB (Tuberculosis) Clinics and Immunization Clinics due to staff duties
shifted because of the COVID-19 response, and our county office building being
closed to the public. Staff will reevaluate clinic times and dates at the end of April. In
the meantime, if you have questions regarding your child’s immunizations or have
specific needs to discuss, please call the LCHD office at (319)372-5225 or (800)458-
6672.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
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http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.PremierAuctionsSalesIowa.com
http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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