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Tysonfinds 86 positives

Central Lee
COVID-19: State sees largest single day positive coronavirus tests since outbreak levy comes i]]

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG break among its employees. Public health is working closely
PCC EDITOR with management to test staft there,” Reynolds said. 1 1
She said state health officials have also confirmed three at °
JOHNSTON - State officials released the highest number additional outbreaks in long-term care centers, two in Polk
of positive coronavirus cases since daily updates began in County, and one in Bremmer County.

" BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

March, due toan outbreak of positive tests out of the Tyson “Local public health officials are working with the manage- PCC EDITOR
Foods plant in Co}umbus Junction. ment and staft to ensure all steps are being taken to isolate

At Tuesday’s’ daily press conference on the COVID-19 sick residents, assign dedicated staff, and monitor all other DONNELLSON - Central Lee has some
outbreak, Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said testing of plant em-  regidents?” she said. good news for tax payers
ployees Sunday revealed 86 new positives out of 189 positives A a whole for the state, 189 positive tests were confirmed At Monday’s regular meeting of the
across the state. The press conference was delayed about 40 with 481 negative tests for a total of 670 tests conducted. The Central Lee Community School District
m‘l‘nutes d)ue to a website overload. _ Board of Directors, the board approved the

As you're aware the Tyson Plant has experienced an out- See STATE, page 3

2020-21 fiscal year budget with a residential
property tax rate of $11.32/$1,000 assessed

H valuation.

Wel I e WI " The rate is 87 cents lower than a limit the

ya? district had relayed to voters as part of the

recently passed $13 million bond referen-
Someone dDum to1 1upgrade the district campus near
- . onnellson.

Ioofklng for a bit Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier said the9
_O good news, district told voters the bond would not go
In a tempqrar- over a $12.19 ceiling during the lifespan of
ily bleak time, the bond, which currently is
used Vinnie's 20 years.

Longbranch’s “There was another in-
billboard to pro- crease in valuations in the
pose marriage district and that helped that

Tuesday after- levy go down. If the levy does

noon in Fort pp— start to creep up in coming

Madison. years, we can use our sales.
tax revenues to offset some of that,” Crozier
said.
The district had initially told voters

the debt service on the bond would be
$2.70/$1,000 assessed valuation, but
favorable bond bids brought that number
to $2.54 as part of the $11.32 overall levy
in the upcoming budget. Crozier said it is

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg likely that figure will drop to $2.40 for the

following years.
“Whenever you lower the property tax

SUPH“"SUHS rates no one comes out of the woodwork

with complaints,” Crozier said. “People

County getting proposals for new ambulance contract | shoud be pleesed considering we passed

a bond and told them the tax rate would

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG been signed. on whether Lee County Emergen- be stable, and actually it’s going down. So
PCC EDITOR At the Lee County cy Medical Services has agreed to hopefully we can continue this trend”

Board of Supervisors extend their current contract. The funds will provide renovations and

LEE COUNTY - Lee County teleconference meeting Folluo said supervisors have common space for easier flow of students

Supervisor Gary Folluo said Tuesday = Tyesday morning, Garry allocated $500,000 in the next fiscal through the hallways, a new competition/

morning that the county has re- Seyb Jr., a Republican year to supplement ambulance ser- performance gymnasium, two new rooms
ceived two proposals for ambulance  candidate for supervisor FOLLUO vice in the county, but Lee County for fine arts, renovations of the K-8 building

service starting July 1, but to date no i the November general

contract for the next fiscal year has  ¢lection, pressed the supervisors See COUNTY, page 2 See BUDGET, page 7
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Sports/ From the Front

Supervisors decline waiving fees

for Mormon Pioneer Trail signs

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Emergency Medical Services officials have not
resigned the contract at that funding level.

Folluo said the county does have a proposal from
Richard Young, who’s family owns the company, to
continue the service. He said one other company
has also submitted a proposal.

The county is also waiting to hear proposals from
Fort Madison and Keokuk to have the fire depart-
ments in those cities provide countywide service.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked if there is a drop
date for proposals and Folluo said the county
should be making a decision on that before the end
of the month. But no deadlines were approved at
Tuesday morning’s meeting.

“We probably should make a decision here by
the end of the month and we should have a special
meeting to decide what we’re going to do. That’s my
personal opinion.”

Supervisor Rick Larkin said the proposals were
complicated and a special meeting would be war-
ranted.

Seyb asked the board if that meeting would be
open to the public. County Auditor Denise Fraise
said it could be open, but left the door open to
close the meeting as well.

State code allows for closed meetings to discuss
negotiations on contracts. The reason would be to
not tip one service provider’s offer to others who
may still submit a proposal for a contract within
the county. Since no deadlines have been set to re-

ceive proposals from other provides, public discus-
sion on the proposals could be disadvantageous to
those being discussed in open session.

In an unrelated issue, the county voted to ap-
prove installation of 11 Mormon Pioneer National
Historic Trail signs for up to $200 each.

Kirk Brandenberger, executive director with the
Keokuk Area Convention and Tourism Bureau,
asked the board to consider waiving the fee to
install the signs saying the county would see the
financial benefit of the signage from people on the
trail.

“Money will come back to you eventually
through increased stops to our small towns and
sites,” Brandenberger said.

Folluo, along with Lee County Engineer Ben
Hull, expressed concerns about the precedent
waiving the fees would set. Supervisor Matt Pflug
initially made a motion to approve the installations
waiving the fees, but then amended the motion to
include charging up to $200.

In other action, the board:

« approved the 2021-25 Department of Transpor-
tation Construction program in Lee County, 5-0

« approved the 2021 Department of Transporta-
tion budget, 5-0

« approved a memorandum of understand-
ing with the administrative, roads, and sherift’s
union regarding waivers of leave time during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Folluo cautioned that the
documents are fluid documents and can be chang-
ing based on state and federal information on the
pandemic.

Whether the source is a natural flood or a broken pipe, excess water in a building can leave severe amounts of damage,
both immediately and in the long term. To prevent your home or business from losing value and to protect your belong-
ings, rapid emergency mitigation is an important sewvice to call upon.

For your home or business, ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration offers 24/7/365
commercial and residential water damage cleanup services.

Fort Madison - Burlington

1-800-584-3364

Hawks’ Ehret

steps down as
football coach

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - After just three years, Central
Lee Head Football Coach Nick Ehret has an-
nounced his resignation.

The Central Lee School District board accepted
Ehrets resignation effective immediately at it’s regu-
lar meeting Monday night.

Ehret compiled a 7-20 record over the past three
seasons highlighted by a 5-4 year in 2018.

He said he and his wife made the decision to
move to be closer to their families.

“It was certainly not an easy one as I feel we were
making some good progress at the end of last year,”
Ehret said Tuesday.

“I enjoyed my three seasons at Central very
much. I greatly appreciate the support the adminis-
tration, school, and communities gave us.”

Central Lee superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier
said Ehret was making the decision now so he
could give the school ample time to find a replace-
ment.

“I'm very sad to announce his resignation,’
Crozier told the board Monday night. “Nick was
disappointed he had to resign and knew they would
be moving this summer or early fall and didn’t want
to put us in a bad situation.”

Ehret said the program has momentum and some
solid players returning in the fall.

“I'm very proud of all the players I had to oppor-
tunity to coach. I think the state of the program is
much better than it was a year ago. We have a lot of
momentum coming off our two wins at the end of
year,” he said.

“We do graduate some key pieces, but the guys
coming back have a lot of experience. I think the
new schedule is a very competitive one for us, and I
know Central is looking forward to renewing some
rivalries with the new schools on the schedule.”

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627

Tony@tawins.com
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Obituaries/From the Front

Reynolds says meat packers
are deciding when to reopen

STATE - Continued from Page 1

state lab has 3,415 tests available.

When pressed by pool reporters, Reynolds deferred the low number of tests to
Iowa Department of Public Health Deputy Director Sarah Reisetter who said due to
the Easter Sunday holiday, test numbers were down and that’s a pattern the IDPH
has seen on weekends, specifically Sundays.

The state has now had 1,899 positive tests confirmed by the State Hygienic Lab
and has had 17,467 negative tests for a total of 19,366 tests. Ten percent of those
tested have been confirmed positive. The state has also had 49 deaths reported with
the peak of the outbreak now pushed back to the end of the month.

Reynolds said the meat packing plants across the state and in neighboring states
are being very proactive. The Tyson plant employs about 1,400 people in Columbus
Junction, a town of about 2,000.

Reynolds said the state was looking into the contact tracing of the positives to see
how many other counties in the region could be impacted by the positive tests.

But she said the decision about when to open some of the facilities back up is be-
ing left to company ownership. She said Tyson officials wanted to “stand the facility
back up” this week, but have pushed that back to Monday. The plant
closed on April 6 when 12 positives were confirmed.

On Monday, National Beef announced it was closing its Tama facil-
ity until April 20, following numerous positive tests on employees at
that facility.

“When I reached out to the CEOs at both plants they had already
taken the steps needed. They are being very proactive. I called to see if
there was anything else we could do” Reynolds said.

She said local public health agencies were already doing contact tracing at both
sites.

Reynolds said the outbreaks at the production facilities in Iowa and neighboring
states could have a huge impact on Iowa’s economy and said it's important that the
states move responsibly, but quickly, to get the facilities back open.

When pressed on whether she will extend the current emergency declaration into
May, Reynolds said she wasn’t ready to make any projections, citing again, that state
officials were looking at metrics not only to extend the order, but also metrics to
look at beginning to open the state back up.

“I'm not going to make any projections now. We're hoping we can start that pro-
cess in May, but I'll have to see where we at at the end of the month. We'll keep you
apprised of that as we move through the next several weeks,” Reynolds said.

The state also released a new website at https://coronavirus.iowa.gov with an up-
dated format with additional resources for the general public on state data.

REYNOLDS

Hy-Vee offers
full service

fueling

WEST DES MOINES -
Hy-Vee, Inc. announces today
that it will be offering free
full-service fueling at its more
than 165 convenience stores
across its eight-state region,
including its Hy-Vee Fast &

OBITUARIES

CORINNE MENKE

Corinne “Cory” Menke, 68 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Thursday, April 9,
2020 at the Donnellson Health Center, Donnellson, Iowa. She was born October 6,
1951, the daughter of Eugene and Jeanette (Bolton) Martin. On August 28, 1976,
she married Norbert Bernard Menke at Evanston, Illinois. He preceded her in
death.

Mrs. Menke was a 1973 graduate of Ottawa University, Kansas
where she studied English Language and Literature. She taught
preschool for several years, worked at Great Prairie AEA for 17 years,
Mid-Iowa Family Therapy Clinic, and also provided direct support
to adults with disabilities. She was a member of the Happy Hop-
pers, a group of AEA retirees, and the Baptist Youth Fellowship. She
enjoyed reading, knitting, cross stitch, doing crossword and suduko
puzzles, and spending time with family and friends.

She is survived by one son, Eugene Menke of Fort Madison; one daughter, Melis-
sa Helt (Kevin Penrod) of Burlington, Iowa; one brother, Michael Martin of Skokie,
Illinois; two grandchildren, Kyle Eugene Menke and Nyla Brielle Helt; nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, one son Kyle
James Menke, and a sister-in-law Suzanne Martin.

A private graveside service and burial will be at Sacred Heart Cemetery, Fort
Madison. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Barr Memorial Chapel
is honored to serve the Menke family and an online guest book may be found at
www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

MENKE

KELLY F. SKELTON

Kelly E Skelton, 54, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 10:20 p.m. on Friday,
April 10, 2020 at Fort Madison Community Hospital. He was born on July 25, 1965
in Fort Madison, IA to Harold & Sandra Skelton. He was a mechanic and enjoyed
working on his cars, racing cars and just being around people.

Kelly is survived by: 1-son: Jeremy Skelton of Fort Madison, IA; 1-grandson &
several siblings. He was preceded in death by his parents, 1-sister & 1-brother.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory and no services are planned. Online condolences to Kelly’s family may be left at
the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast lowa

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

DINEN « DELIVERY  CARRYOUT

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th st. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Fresh stores.

The service will be offered
at select fuel pumps from at
least 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., seven
days a week. Upon arrival,
customers who wish to use
the service can select the
pump’s “Fuel Help” button or
call a designated phone num-
ber found on signs at each
pump. Food and items from
the convenience store can also
be ordered and delivered to
customer vehicles using the
service.

Once notified, employees
will meet customers at their
vehicle and process their
transaction and fuel order
without the customer having
to leave their vehicle. Full-ser-
vice fueling can be paid with
cash or credit card. As an add-
ed safety measure, employees
will be wearing gloves for
every customer interaction.



https://www.leecountybank.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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http://www.kinglynk.com
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
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LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Your #1 Cuoice IN HospPICE

KissttMedicare Centified Hospice iniSoutheastlowal-iSince1989

Our Hospice Services!Iinclude
24/7 on-call nursing stafifi
Skilled Nursing'SeRvices
Social Workerivisits
Music/MassagerTherapy,
Homecare AidelAssistances
Spiritual & Griefi Support®
Volunteer; Sexvices

Werarke proud toiprovidelourHospicelSexvices in
[LeeyDesiMoines, Van'Burent & Henry countiesintlowa
and ' Hancocks &I Hendexrsontcounties intIllinois

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive « PO Box 1426
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Lee County
Health Department

www.leecountyhd.org Like us on Facebook!
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW CONSTRUCTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

REVISED
Notice to Bidders
lowa Department

of Natural Resources

Sealed bids will be
received by the lowa
Department of Natural
Resources by email, at
procurement@dnr.iowa.
gov until 11:00 am, April
16, 2020 for the public im-
provement projects listed
below, at which time they
will be opened publicly.

*REVISION NOTICE***

In an effort to mitigate
the spread and effects
of the COVID-19, the
Department of Natural
Resources will ONLY be
accepting proposals sub-
mitted via email for these
projects. No bids shall be
accepted by FAX, mail or
hand-delivery.

After the bid opening,
information concern-
ing bid results may be
obtained by visiting the
Department’s website at
www.iowadnr.gov.

Note: The bid opening
for this project will be
held by conference call
only. No facilities will be
available for an in-per-
son meeting. Interested
parties may call in to the
following number to listen
to the bid opening:

Alternatively, Bid Docu-
ments can be viewed or
printed online at https://
programs.iowadnr.gov/
engreal/projectlist.asp

The Department shall
comply with all public im-
provement procurement
laws, as outlined in the
plans and specifications
and including but not limit-
ed to: lowa Code chap-
ter 26 related to public
construction bidding; lowa
Code chapter 73 relat-
ed to preferences; lowa
Code chapter 573 related
to labor and materials
on public improvements;
rules promulgated by the
Department of Adminis-
trative Services — General
Services Enterprise as
they may apply; rules
promulgated by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources and the Natural
Resources Commission,
as they may apply; and
any federal statutes, rules
and/or executive orders
that may be associated
depending on funding
sources. Bidders shall
comply with these laws
to be considered and are
encouraged to be familiar
with public improvement
procurement require-
ments and the bidding
documents before submit-
ting a bid.

Each bidder shall
accompany the bid with
a scanned copy of the
bid security as defined in
lowa code section 26.8.
Additionally, bid securities

partment at the Wallace
State Office Building,

502 East 9th Street, Des
Moines, 1A 50319. The
bid security must be in an
amount set forth in the
bidding documents and
made payable to the lowa
Department of Natural
Resources. Failure to
execute a contract for the
proposed work and file an
acceptable Performance
Bond in an amount equal
to 100% of the contract
price and a certificate of
liability insurance within
thirty (30) days of the
date of the award of the
contract will be just and
sufficient cause for the
rescinding of the award
and the forfeiture of the
bid security.

JONES COUNTY
PROJECT NO.
18-06-53-01
Indian Bluffs WMA

Road Maintenance

Proposal Guarantee:
$12,500.00

Completion Date:
10/31/2020

Bid Letting Date:
4/16/2020

Project Description:

This project consists of
granular roadway mainte-
nance - clearing/grubbing,

reshaping/cleaning ditch-
es, roadway realignment,
ditch check construction,
culvert cleaning, blading/
shaping and spreading
new rock.

HARDIN COUNTY
PROJECT
NO. 19-02-42-01

Pine Lake State Park

Shower Buildings &
Cabin Renovations

Proposal Guarantee:
$62,500.00

Completion Date:
4/30/2021

Bid Letting Date:
4/16/2020

Project Description:

Pine Lake State Park is
located just North East of
Eldora, lowa. The park
will receive a new host,
full hook-up camp site,
two (2) new shower build-
ings, a new pit latrine, a
new slab on the Center
Point shelter, and interior
renovations in the four (4)
cabins. As an alternate, a
new Design Guide shelter
and demo of the original
shelter. Also, the con-
tractor shall demolish the
existing shower/restroom
buildings and miscel-
laneous other items as
shown in the drawings.

DICKINSON COUNTY
PROJECT NO.
20-01-30-16

Emerson Bay and Hat-
tie Elston Ramps

Courtesy Docks

Proposal Guarantee:
$6,250.00

Completion Date:
7/22/2020

Bid Letting Date:

4/16/2020

Project Description:

This project consists
of removing the exist-
ing courtesy docks and
installing commercial
floating courtesy docks
with concrete decking,
gangways, placing con-
crete between boat ramps
at site 1, and incidental
work as directed by DNR
inspector.

The average person is on their device
3+ hours per day.

Reuach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Automotive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
¢ Tune-Up

in the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check,
or money order must also
be mailed to the De-

HELP

Conference call number:
513-464-9687

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

¢ Transmission Repair
* Alignments
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

PIN: 854 3504 Chateau Apartments Extra

Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

In order to improve
sound quality, please
mute your phone by

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

WANTED

ressing *6. If you have

guestiogs you )(l:an Temporary Extra clean & quiet with free
’ Job Opening YMCA membership included.

unmute your phone by

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
WaSher’ built-in microwave. * Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af- « Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
fordable security deposit $300. fissues

Must pass background & cred- * Improved circulation

. . * Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
it checks (no felonies). Large « and many, many more

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

pressing *6.

Project documents,
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms,
and addenda items for the
project are available at
Beeline and Blue, at 2507

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer
Reading Corps Associate
service member. This po-
sition will help with summer
reading activities in the Ii-
brary and help us take our

Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines
IA50312. Please visit
www.beelineandblue.com
or contact (515) 244-1611
for more information.

Follow
Us

@pencitycurrent

summer reading program to
local daycare facilities. The
position will be 300 hours
between May 26 and July
25. Compensation includes
a living stipend as well as an
education award from the
National Service Trust upon
successful completion of the
full term of service.

Application and complete job
description can be found at
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org
or contact Sarah Clendineng
at (319) 372-5721.

850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty

Co.

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment
Mpyofascial Relaxation

Cranial Adjustment
Muscle Facilitation

YOUR AD
HERE

319.371.4125
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https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:procurement@dnr.iowa.gov
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Here to help

you retire.

I'm not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
ent

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Here to help life go right.

oo StateFarm-

State Farm

1708167.1 Bloomington, IL

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Visit Us Online!  www.grwacom  facebook com/grrwa

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, TA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

Unlock

more savings —
with [auto + renters]

Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®
and see how simple combining your auto

and renters insurance can be!

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, 1A. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here
Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd ‘ West Point, A 52656

Facebook/I com
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?D §§ Posters Ar‘t

‘(ﬂn g g Flyers S_Uprzlles

o Printing

a Office

@ Vinyl Banners Furniture

Trifold Brochures

621 Avenue G 319.3712.2121

Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!
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From the Front

Schools risk losing funding by laying off staff

BUDGET - Continued from Page 1

for a new early childhood center, and improved parking
and traffic flow on the campus.

Because of the favorable bond market and a premium
that was extended to the district by investors, Crozier said
there is room for some additional paving to be done as
part of the campus upgrade.

Jones Contracting of West Point was awarded the con-
tract for paving upgrades. Estimates for that work were
$285,000, but Jones came in at $192,700.

“Obviously everything has come together nicely and it
only makes sense to do this now, but it also makes sense
to do this under the bond budget,” Crozier told the board.

Crozier recommended additional paving adjacent to
the new bus parking lot, plus a sidewalk that would run
around the parking circle that would connect the K-8
to the High School as well as paving the area near the
current propane tank which will be moved to increase
parking capacity in the K-8 lot.

“Honestly, I didn’t expect the bid to be so competitive
and didn’t want to waste peoples time proposing projects
I didn’t think were possible two months ago,” Crozier
said about not including the work in the original propos-
als.

Board President Mark Hulsebus said the district has
been working on improving the campus paving for the
past five years and this could help get a lot of those proj-
ects out of the way.

Crozier said additional paving that the district should
consider in the future would be repairs to the main
parking lot and the area between the shop and the soft-
ball fields has quite a bit of traffic. He also said said the
staff parking lot on the west side of the campus could
use expanding as it serves as a spill over for events.

In an unrelated issue, the board voted to continue to
pay hourly non certified staft their current base wages.
Crozier said pushing those employees to a furlough or
unemployment status could jeopardize future funding.

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. 0
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

He said the CARES Act has specific language in it that
says school districts that move employees to unemploy-
ment or furlough may be ineligible for funding.

“It specifically states schools may be ineligible for
funding from the CARES Act if they force employees
onto unemployment. They consider that double dipping
if you went down that road of not paying them, but
keeping funding,” Crozier said.

He said Iowa doesn’t have that specific language, but
after about a dozen meetings with state officials and
attorneys most recommendations have been to pay the
employees.

“Our legislature hasn’t come out and said one way
or the other, but I feel the same thing applies,” Crozier
said. “We've already received funding. If you furlough
and then keep that funding, you're double dipping so we

decided let’s pay people our normal wages for the time
being”

In other action, the board:

« rejected two proposals for repositories for the bond
funds. Crozier said rebidding with some additional
requirements may result in better savings for the district.
Repositories hold the bond funds for the district and
charge a fee for the service.

« approved tentative plans for a 2021 trip for the high
school Spanish class to Belise.

« approved a music teacher share program with Ke-
okuk.

« approved a sharing agreement for swimming with
Burlington Community School District.

« accepted the resignation of high school football
coach Nick Ehret effective immediately.

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H

Ft Madison, |A 52627
319-372-8001

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:

« Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

« Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling

« Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction

« Place all recyclables loose in bins

o Don’t recycle wrapping paper

« Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

waste

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrva.com

To Do List

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa
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