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HUD reps visit FM downtown
HOUSING REPS TOUR BUILDINGS  Say local governments need to update ordinances

LCHD mulls 
regulation to 
mandate masks

LEE COUNTY

Vacant building 
ordinance aimed 
at beautification

CITY COUNCIL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A federal housing official stopped in 
Fort Madison Tuesday afternoon to look at some rehabilita-
tion projects that have added housing stock to the city.

Jason Mohr, Housing and Urban Development’s Great 
Plains Regional Director, toured the old Lee County Bank 
upper floor apartments, the Cattermole library, and the con-
verted Fort Madison Middle School.

Mohr was accompanied by representatives from the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority representatives, South-
east Iowa Regional Planning Commission, and Fort Madi-

son Partners. He was also joined by Steve Eggleston, HUD’s 
Field Office Director out of Des Moines.

Mohr had a round table discussion with the state and 
local officials about the struggles they are encountering with 
housing.

Sara Hecox, a housing grant administrator with Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning Commission, talked about building 
opportunities SEIRPC is involved with, including programs 
that build homes from the ground up with Central Lee 
Community Schools and Southeastern Community College, 
as well as grants for home rehabilitation.

FORT MADISON MARINA
City Council approves marina upgrades, study

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – City officials took 
steps Tuesday night to improve portions of 
the city’s marina at cost of about $85,000.

After discussion on long-term visions 
for the marina, Fort Madison Mayor Matt 
Mohrfeld asked for a motion to approve 
repairs to the jetty wall, dredge the marina, 
and pay $15,000 for a hydraulic study look-
ing at water flows in and out of the marina.

Mohrfeld got pushback from Council-
man Mark Lair on the price. Lair initially 
balked at the idea of including the study, 
but voted in favor of the combined motion 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Lee County officials 
are carefully eyeing a potential move to 
mandate masks through an enforceable 
health regulation.

At a workshop following Tuesday’s 
regular Board of Supervisor’s meeting, 
Lee County Health Department adminis-
trator Michele Ross said she would bring 
the idea to the Board of Health at their 
meeting on Thursday.

Supervisor Gary Folluo asked Ross and 
Lee County Attorney Ross Braden to look 
into possible county regulations for masks 
to help reduce the substantial spread 
locally.

“What we’ve done in the past has helped 
but certainly hasn’t gone far enough. And 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – In two weeks, city 
officials will meet with residents to talk about 
a proposed ordinance that would require all 
vacant properties to be registered with the 
city.

The move, spearheaded by City Building 
Director Doug Krogmeier, will give the city a 
list of properties that are sitting idle or vacant 
within the city limits.

Property owners would also be charged a 
fee as part of the registration process, based 
on the size of the building and the time it’s 
been sitting vacant.

A meeting has been set for Sept. 16 at 5:30 
p.m. at the Fort Madison Public Library’s 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Fort Madison Partners Executive Director Tim Gobble talks with, from left to right, Barker Financial Prop-
erty Manager Wes Holtkamp, Iowa HUD director Steve Eggleston, and Great Plains HUD Regional Ad-
ministrator Jason Mohr Tuesday at the old Lee County Bank building in Fort Madison.

See HOUSING, page 7
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TUE 02 Sep ................................................. Hot, Partly Clouds, 86º F/ 62º F
WED 03 Sep ..................................... Scattered Clouds, Warm, 82º F/ 57º F
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IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 08/31 ................................................3 9 14 18 25, Lucky Ball: 11
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See MASKS, page 8

See ORDINANCE, page 8See MARINA, page 2

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org


2 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, September 2, 2020

Obituaries/From the Front

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

Good Food for All

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

OBITUARIES

TONY JACOBSMEIER
Tony Jacobsmeier, 52, of Honolulu, Hawaii, formerly of Mt. Hamill, Iowa, passed 

away Thursday, August 27, 2020, as a result of a fatal car accident.
He was born on May 17, 1968, the son of Joseph and Irene (Joachim) Jacobsmeier. 

In May 1996, he enlisted in the United States Air Force and was hon-
orably discharged after his retirement.

Survivors include his wife: Kanchana; one son: Max; mother: Irene 
of Mt. Hamill, Iowa; one brother: Mike Jacobsmeier of Mt. Pleasant; 
three sisters: Pat (Richard) Hatfield of Houghton; Jane (Randy) Mor-
row of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa and Angie Kruse of Burlington, Iowa; seven 
nieces and nephews: Zach Jacobsmeier, Kayla Scott, Chris Hatfield, 
Ryan Hatfield, Jacob Morrow, Jesse Morrow and Ashley Lemke. He is 

also survived several great nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents; father: Joseph; nephew: Issac Ja-

cobsmeier; brother-in-law: Don Kruse and sister-in-law: Linda Jacobsmeier.
A memorial service will be at a later date.
A memorial has been established in his memory and can be mailed to the family 

at: Schmitz Funeral Home, P.O. Box 22, West Point, Iowa 52656.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

JACOBSMEIER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

for all three expenditures.
The city still has access 

to some FEMA 2019 flood 
restoration money that can 
be used to help offset 80% 
to 85% of the costs of the 
dredging and wall repair 
with the city paying about 
$70,000 of the cost. The 
$15,000 feasibility study fee 
will be at city expense.

“That’s a lot of money, 
man. Where’s the money 
coming from,” Lair said. 
“You haven’t shown me 
the money. (City Manager 
David) Varley’s been telling 
me since I got on the council 
again a few years back, that 
we’re gonna be broke in a 
couple years if we don’t do 
something.”

Mohrfeld said the funds 
could be found a variety 
of different ways including 
borrowing from the High-
way 61 rehabilitation funds 
or other enterprise funds 
that could be paid back with 
interest.

He told Lair the marina 
project could hold a $6 
million price tag that would 

have to be a combination of 
private and public invest-
ment, but none of that starts 
without the study.

“If you have a magic 
wand, that would be a $6 
million project,” Mohr-
feld said. “You can’t move 
forward without knowing 
the cause and effect of that 
water. If we can’t do that, 
let’s make it a volleyball pit.”

Councilwoman Rebecca 
Bowker, who met, along 
with Mohrfeld and Public 
Works Director Mark Bous-
selot, with representatives of 
Klingner & Associates out of 
Burlington, said leaving the 
FEMA money on the table is 
out of the question.

“We need to take advan-
tage of the FEMA money. 
To turn our back on three 
hundred or four hundred 
thousand dollars is ridicu-
lous. You have to spend that 
money to see where we’re 
at,” she said.

“I have no doubts if we 
improve that marina our 
slips will fill up.”

Mohrfeld said a group 
has been meeting to look at 
what the future of the ma-
rina could be and said, “it’s 
pretty cool.”

He said visions include 
a two-story marina with a 
hospitality building fea-
turing a restaurant group, 
showers, and covered docks 

were part of the discussion.
“In a nutshell, this will in-

volve private grants, maybe 
some (Southeast Iowa Re-
gional Riverboat Commis-
sion) investment, and maybe 
some people just writing 
checks,” Mohrfeld said.

In other action, the 
council:

• approved, 5-0, a second 
reading of a revised noise 
ordinance with wording to 
allow sponsored or sanc-
tioned events such as music 
events and parades and also 
dropped some wording 
about flag desecration.

• approved, 5-0, several 
change orders from HR 
Green for work associated 
with the Hwy. 61 reha-
bilitation project totaling 
$106,531 to include design 
work on a sanitary sewer 
line between 5th and 6th 
streets and a water main 
replacement for the One-
Way pair project slated for 
next year.

• approved, 5-0, a profes-
sional services agreement 
with HR Green for the 
design and construction 
phase services for the next 
segment of the Highway 61 
project from 10th to 18th 
Streets for $1.15 million. 
That project is set to be bid 
in November of 2021 with 
work starting in 2022.

MARINA - Continued from Page 1

FEMA funds picking up 
most of the marina tab

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Lee County News/For the Record

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Complete Rental

HARVEST THE SAVINGS
20% Off All

Lawn & Garden Tools
September Reservations Only

Present this coupon to get 20% off any lawn & garden 
tool. Offer valid through September 30, 2020.

Not valid with any other discounts.

20% Off All
Concession Items

September Reservations Only
Present this coupon to get 20% off any concession item. 

Offer valid through September 30, 2020.
Not valid with any other discounts.

20% Off All
Telehandlers

September Reservations Only
Present this coupon to get 20% off any telehandler.

Offer valid through September 30, 2020.
Not valid with any other discounts.

20% Off All
Concrete Equipment
September Reservations Only
Present this coupon to get 20% off any concrete

equipment. Offer valid through September 30, 2020.
Not valid with any other discounts.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Pothitakis Dentistry
Now Taking Appointments

Dr. Stephanie Heyland is taking appointments
at our Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.

Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison

319-372-4882

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

08/24/20 – 2:53 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Po-
lice arrested John A. 
Wiggins, 36, of Fort 
Madison, at the police 
station on a charge of 
OWI-1st offense. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
08/24/20 – 9:28 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a stolen vehicle in 
the Fort Madison Area.
08/24/20 – 5:37 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a hit and run, report-
ed at the police station.
08/24/20 – 10:04 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Christopher 
A. Seitz, 43, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1400 
block of Avenue G, on a 
charge of trespassing. 
He was released on 
a promise to appear.
08/25/20 – 2:17 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a 
larceny/theft in the 1200 
block of Avenue H.
08/25/20 – 8:13 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a 
larceny/theft in the 1200 
block of Avenue H.
08/25/20 – 10:30 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a 
hit and run in the 1600 
block of Avenue H.
08/25/20 – 11:42 
a.m. – Fort Madison 
Police responded to 
a report of a larce-
ny/theft in the 1200 
block of 33rd Street.
08/25/20 – 1:27 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 600 
block of Avenue E.

08/26/20 – 7:13 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1200 
block of 38th Street.
08/26/20 – 7:49 a.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of 
a larceny/theft in 1200 
block of 38th Street.
08/26/20 – 10:26 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 3400 
block of Avenue L.
08/26/20 – 1:48 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 5400 
block of Avenue O.
08/26/20 – 3:16 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1700 
block of 39th Street.
08/26/20 – 4:22 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident on Oak Drive.
08/26/20 – 5:30 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Paul Thomas 
Fields, 34, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 2700 block 
of Avenue K, on three 
counts of 3rd-degree 
burglary and two counts 
of 2nd-degree theft. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
08/26/20 – 5:55 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1700 
block of 39th Street.
08/26/20 – 8:51 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Lance Edward 
Meredith, 42, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1200 
block of 26th Street on 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear. He was taken to the 

Lee County Jail and held.
08/26/20 – 10:02 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
cited Jonathon David 
Isaac Horn, 20, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1200 
block of 18th Street 
on a charge of driving 
under suspension.
08/27/20 – 12:02 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Chevy Allen 
Frueh, 38, of Fort Madi-
son in the 2600 block of 
Avenue I, on warrants 
for failure to appear, 
2nd-degree theft and 
possession of a con-
trolled substance.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

08/24/20 – no ac-
tivity reported.
08/25/20 – 11:08 a.m. 
– Lee County deputies 
arrested Grady Evan 
Fountain, 27, at the 
Lee County Jail on six 
warrants for violation of 
a no contact order. He 
was held in custody.
08/26/20 – 12:11 p.m. 
– Lee County deputies 
arrested Stephen Ray 
Miller, 26, of Carthage, 
Ill., at the sheriff’s office 
on a charge of being a 
fugitive from justice. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
08/26/20 – 1:20 p.m. 
– Lee County dep-
uties arrested Joel 
Douglas Duffie, 39, 
of West Burlington, at 
the Des Moines Coun-
ty line, on a warrant 
for 4th-degree theft. 
He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and 
released on bond.
Those listed above 
are presumed innno-
cent until proven guity 
in a court of law.

LEE COUNTY - Sue works full time for minimum wage and struggles to make 
ends meet.  She wants a better life but years of generational poverty has created a 
difficult set of circumstances. Unexpected expenses, medical challenges and lack of 
support have a cyclical effect on her life.  Predatory lending has resulted in her car 
being repossessed so she now faces the additional challenge of getting her children to 
daycare and school. Where can Sue go for help?

Bridges out of Poverty helps people like Sue break the cycle of generational poverty 
through Getting Ahead workshops, community resources, and support to obtain the 
tools and gain the confidence she needs to overcome her challenges.  Bridges does not 
give a hand out but rather a hand up.  

 Sue learns of the Getting Ahead workshops and quickly enrolls. Participants in the 
Getting Ahead workshops are known as ‘Investigators’. As an Investigator, she attends 
17 weeks of workshops where she learns about managing finances, develops a positive 
support system, interviews community members, and other skills to assist her on her 
journey to self-sustenance. Getting Ahead provides child care for her children, supper 
for the family, and transportation to and from the workshop location. 

 Once she successfully graduates Getting Ahead, she will continue with Staying 
Ahead. She will team up with a Mentor who will watch and help her put into practice 
what she learned in the Getting Ahead workshops. The Mentor provides positive, 
pro-social guidance with issues that may arise in her life. The Mentor and Sue will 
meet the first Monday of the month for a couple of hours at Staying Ahead, and then 
weekly via phone, Zoom or meeting in person.

 So how can you help Sue and others like her?  Become a Mentor!  There is flexibili-
ty in the weekly visits and you will have the opportunity to impact someone’s life, and 
the community, in a positive way.  

 For more information contact Shayla at sblackburn@younghouse.org or by calling 
(319) 371-7565. Do you know someone who may benefit from being an investiga-
tor?  Refer them to Shayla.

 We need you! Getting Ahead/Staying Ahead relies on donations, grants, and vol-
unteers. We would love to have you join us in making a difference!

Bridges program looking 
for area mentors 

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:sblackburn@younghouse.org
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Sports

DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional
Waste Authority

urges you
to wear gloves

when moving bins 
or residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch
over 2000 bins a day

before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your 
community

BY BRIAN NEAL
Pepsi Lee County Speedway

DONNELLSON – It’s hard 
to believe it’s that time of the 
year to crown the 2020 track 
champions, but that is what 
the Pepsi Lee County Speed-
way in Donnellson, Iowa did 
on Friday, August 28th. As 
Buffalo 61 Bar & Grille and 
101.7 The Bull brought you 
Throwback Fan Apprecia-
tion Season Championship 
Night, with all fans over the 
age of 11 getting into the 
grandstands for only $3. And 
did the big crowd on hand 
get treated to some GREAT 
racing action.

The 15-lap Discount Tire 
& Service IMCA Sport 
Compact feature was first 
up, with Chevy Barnes and 
Kaycee McGregor leading 
the field to green. McGregor 
would take advantage of 
her starting spot to grab the 
lead on lap 1 over seventh 
place starter Brandon Reu, 
and sixth place starter Jared 
Heule. The action up front 
was slowed for the first time 
on lap 4 when David Prim 
got into Kimberly Abbott, 
who spun in turn 3 to bring 
out the yellow. On the restart 
McGregor jumped back out 
front, with Reu and Heule 
close behind. The top three 
driver’s would race the next 
lap three wide for the top 
spot, with Heule emerging 
off turn 4 with the lead. But 
he would loose it to Reu 
one lap later. Heule’s run up 
front came to an end on lap 
10, as he spun in turn 1 and 
collected McGregor to bring 
out the yellow. Reu jumped 
back out front on the restart, 
with Abbott, who got spun 
earlier, and Prim coming 
from the back to follow. 
Coming to the white flag 
Abbott used the top of the 
track to pull even with Reu, 
as the two raced side-by-
side around the 3/8th mile 
track on the final lap. Abbott 
would use the momentum 
off the top of turn 4 to edge 
out Reu at the line by inches 
to claim her first win of the 
season at the track. Reu 
with his second place finish 
would be crowned the track 
champion. Prim was 3rd, 
Barnes was 4th, with Cody 
Bowman coming from 9th to 
finish 5th.

Up next was the 16 lap 
Legends feature, with Mike 
Mueller and Ryan Sullivan 
drawing the front row. Sulli-
van used his draw to his ad-
vantage by grabbing the lead 
on lap 1 over Mueller and 
Parker Jones. The lead would 

change on lap 2, as Mueller 
edged out Sullivan to lead lap 
2. But Sullivan would come 
back to get the top spot back 
on lap 3. The close action 
up front was slowed for the 
first time on lap 4, as Cole 
O’Brien spun in turn 4 to 
bring out the yellow. On the 
restart Sullivan jumped back 
out front, with Mueller and 
Dave Eberle, who started 
7th, close behind. Mueller 
would grab the top spot away 
from Sullivan on lap 7, only 
to have Sullivan come back 
to lead lap 8. But Mueller 
would get back by Sullivan 
on lap 9 to get the top spot 
back. Then after the lap was 
scored complete, Kevin Kor-
smo spun in turn 2 to bring 
out the yellow. On the restart 
Sullivan moved out front, 
with Eberle over taking 
Mueller for the runner up 
spot. The third caution ap-
peared on lap 12, when Dal-
ton Markhardt spun in turn 
2 to bring out the yellow. Sul-
livan grabbed the lead on the 
restart, with Michael Weber, 
who started 8th, and Mueller 
close behind. Just after the 
lap was scored complete the 
final caution of the race came 
out, as Adam Meyer spun 
in turn 2 to bring out the 
yellow. Sullivan would jump 
back out front on the restart, 
with Weber and Mueller still 
following. Coming off turn 4 
to the checkered flag Weber 
would get under Sullivan to 
edge him out at the line for 
the win. Mueller was 3rd, 
Eberle was 4th, with Parker 
Jones coming home in 5th.

Ray Raker and Darin 
Weisinger Jr. led the field 
to green in the 20 lap 
Shottenkirk Parts Express 
IMCA Late Model feature, 
with Weisinger Jr. using the 
momentum off the top of the 
track to lead lap 1 over Raker 
and Jay Johnson. While 
Weisinger Jr. paced the field 
out front Sam Halstead, who 
started 6th, and Tommy El-
ston, who started 10th, were 
working their way towards 
the front. Johnson would 
pressure Weisinger Jr. for 
the top spot over laps three 
thru fourteen, with Halstead 
and Elston making it a four 
car battle for the top spot. 
Weisinger Jr. slipped up in 
turn 4 coming to complete 
lap 15, which allowed John-
son to get by for the lead. But 
Halstead would over take 
Johnson for the top spot on 
lap 16, with Elston moving 
into second on lap 17. Elston 
then tried to work under 
Halstead over the final laps. 
But Halstead would hold 

him off to pick up his first 
win of the season at the Pepsi 
Lee County Speedway. Mark 
Burgtorf came from 7th to 
finish 3rd, Johnson was 4th, 
with Weisinger Jr. rounding 
out the top 5. Elston’s second 
place finish would help him 
to secure another IMCA Late 
Model track title at the track.

OFFICIAL RESULTS
Pepsi Lee County Speedway, Donnellson, 
IowaFriday, August 28, 2020 – Buffalo 61 Bar 
& Grille and 101.7 The Bull Season Cham-
pionship NightShottenkirk Parts Express
IMCA Late ModelsA-Feature: 1.  Sam 
Halstead, New London, IA; 2.  Tommy 
Elston, Keokuk, IA; 3.  Mark Burgtorf, 
Quincy, IL; 4.  Jay Johnson, West Burlington, 
IA; 5.  Darin Weisinger Jr., Mendon, IL; 6.  
Denny Woodworth, Mendon, IL; 7.  Dustin 
Griffin, Quincy, IL; 8.  Ron Boyse, Kalona, 
IA; 9.  Ray Raker, Burlington, IA; 10. Matt 
Strassheim, Yarmouth, IA (DNS). Heat 
1: 1.  Dustin Griffin; 2.  Mark Burgtorf; 3.  
Ray Raker; 4.  Matt Strassheim; 5.  Jay 
Johnson. Heat 2: 1.  Denny Woodworth; 
2.  Darin Weisinger Jr.; 3.  Sam Halstead; 
4.  Tommy Elston; 5.  Ron Boyse.
Sonny’s Super Market IMCA Modified-
sA-Feature: 1.  Michael Long, Fowler, IL; 
2.  Dennis LaVeine, West Burlington, IA; 
3.  Jeff Waterman, LaGrange, MO; 4.  Mark 
Burgtorf, Quincy, IL; 5.  Lance Schlicher, 
Fairfield, IA; 6.  Blake Woodruff, Galesburg, 
IL; 7.  Chad Giberson, Richland, IA; 8.  Levi 
Smith, Donnellson, IA; 9.  Daniel Fellows, 
Keokuk, IA; 10. Bill Roberts Jr., Burlington, 
IA. Heat 1: 1.  Michael Long; 2.  Mark Burg-
torf; 3.  Levi Smith; 4.  Lance Schlicher; 5.  
Bill Roberts Jr. Heat 2: 1.  Dennis LaVeine; 
2.  Daniel Fellows; 3.  Jeff Waterman; 
4.  Blake Woodruff; 5.  Chad Giberson.
Donnellson Tire & Service IMCA Stock 
CarsA-Feature: 1.  Abe Huls, Carthage, IL; 
2.  John Oliver Jr., Danville, IA; 3.  Jason 
Cook, Mt. Pleasant, IA; 4.  Jeremy Pundt, 
Donnellson, IA; 5.  Mike Harward, Floris, 
IA; 6.  Chad Krogmeier, Burlington, IA; 7.  
Dean Kratzer, Montrose, IA; 8.  Kale Foster, 
Pittsfield, IL; 9.  Kevin Koontz, Batavia, IA; 
10. Jim Redmann, Lockridge, IA (DNS); 11. 
Neal Kohlmorgan, Hamilton, IL (DNS). Heat 
1: 1.  Chad Krogmeier; 2.  John Oliver Jr.; 
3.  Jason Cook; 4.  Dean Kratzer; 5.  Jim 
Redmann; 6.  Kevin Koontz. Heat 2: 1.  Abe 
Huls; 2.  Jeremy Pundt; 3.  Mike Harward; 
4.  Kale Foster; 5.  Neal Kohlmorgan (DNS)
Roberts Tire Center IMCA SportModsA-Fea-
ture: 1.  Brandon Dale, Arbela, MO; 2.  Ron 
Kibbe, Danville, IA; 3.  Joe Roller, Morning 
Sun, IA; 4.  Dakota Anderson, Quincy, IL; 
5.  Josh Holtman, Quincy, IL; 6.  Barry Taft, 
Argyle, IA; 7.  Michael Benjamin, Montrose, 
IA; 8.  Brian Bergheger, Keokuk, IA; 9.  Bob 
Cowman, Quincy, IL; 10. Kaleb Nevers, 
Burlington, IA; 11. Ryan Moore, Kahoka, 
MO; 12. Sean Wyett, Danville, IA; 13. 
Bobby Six, Warsaw, IA; 14. Blaine Webster, 
Ottumwa, IA; 15. Adam Birck, Canton, MO; 
16. Austen Becerra, Bowen, IL; 17. Jim 
Gillenwater, Keokuk, IA; 18. Tom Ruble, Ft. 
Madison, IA; 19. Nicholas Profeta, Keokuk, 
IA (DNS). Heat 1: 1.  Blaine Webster; 2.  
Jim Gillenwater; 3.  Sean Wyett; 4.  Josh 
Holtman; 5.  Barry Taft; 6.  Tom Ruble; 7.  
Ron Kibbe. Heat 2: 1.  Adam Birck; 2.  Bobby 
Six; 3.  Brandon Dale; 4.  Bob Cowman; 5.  
Kaleb Nevers; 6.  Brian Bergheger. Heat 3: 
1.  Nicholas Profeta; 2.  Dakota Anderson; 
3.  Joe Roller; 4.  Michael Benjamin; 
5.  Ryan Moore; 6.  Austen Becerra
LegendsA-Feature: 1.  Michael Weber, 
Marion, IA; 2.  Ryan Sullivan, Waupun, WI; 
3.  Mike Mueller, Waupun, WI; 4.  Dave 
Eberle, Freeport, IL; 5.  Parker Jones, Blue 
Mounds, WI; 6.  Nelson Stewart, Avon, IN; 
7.  Kevin Korsmo, Atkins, IA; 8.  Dalton 
Markhardt, Barneveld, WI; 9.  Cole O’Brien, 
Cedar Rapids, IA; 10. Greyson Markhardt, 
Barneveld, WI; 11. Payton Jones, Blue 
Mounds, WI; 12. Paul Markhardt, Barneveld, 
WI; 13. Lucas Doescher, Hollandale, WI; 
14. Adam Meyer, Cedar Rapids, IA; 15. 
Keith Meyer, Cedar Rapids, IA. Heat 1: 1.  
Mike Mueller; 2.  Parker Jones; 3.  Nelson 
Stewart; 4.  Dave Eberle; 5.  Cole O’Brien; 
6.  Paul Markhardt; 7.  Adam Meyer; 8.  
Lucas Doescher. Heat 2: 1.  Ryan Sullivan; 
2.  Dalton Markhardt; 3.  Keith Meyer; 
4.  Michael Weber; 5.  Kevin Korsmo; 6.  
Payton Jones; 7.  Greyson Markhardt.
Discount Tire & Service IMCA Sport Com-
pactsA-Feature: 1.  Kimberly Abbott, Camp 
Point, IL; 2.  Brandon Reu, Donnellson, 
IA; 3.  David Prim, Hamelton, IL; 4.  Chevy 
Barnes, Keokuk, IA; 5.  Cody Bowman, Mt. 
Pleasant, IA; 6.  Ashton Blain, Burlington, IA; 
7.  Mike Hornung Jr., Keokuk, IA; 8.  Anthony 
Kysar, Fulton, MO; 9.  Kaycee McGregor, 
Ft. Madison, IA; 10. Jared Heule, Keokuk, 
IA. Heat 1: 1.  David Prim; 2.  Kimberly 
Abbott; 3.  Chevy Barnes; 4.  Mike Hornung 
Jr.; 5.  Cody Bowman. Heat 2: 1.  Brandon 
Reu; 2.  Kaycee McGregor; 3.  Jared 
Heule; 4.  Ashton Blain; 5.  Anthony Kysar

Rue wins compact track 
Speedway championship

http://www.grrwa.com
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Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # PRO00009935

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $30.29/hr. plus
built in shift OT) and a

Comprehensive Benefits 
Package

General Operators work
a 12-hour rotating schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers
Under Search Jobs: Enter 

job #PRO00009935 or refine 
your search by City (Fort 

Madison)
for information and

requirements

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has positions available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant 
and a Full-Time Hygienist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

General
Manager

The Great River Regional 
Waste Authority Commission 
is accepting Applications and 
resumes for the position of 
General Manager.

This position manages a 
MSW landfill, Recycling Cen-
ter, Transfer Station, House-
hold hazardous Regional 
Collection center, and all oth-
er programs for GRRWA

Please contact Great River 
Regional Waste Authority at 
319-372-6140 for applica-
tions.

Resumes and applications 
will be received until 4:00p.m. 
September 14th, 2020.

Applications and resumes 
can be e-mailed to whamm@
grrwa.com.

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Special Meeting

Wednesday,
August 12, 2020

5:30 PM, City Hall

The special meeting 
of the Donnellson City 
Council was called to 
order by Mayor D. Elling-
boe, with Council Mem-
bers Schneider, Moeller, 
Weber, Estrada and 
Fraise (by PBX) present. 

Motion by Schneider, 
second by Estrada, to 
approve the agenda: all 
ayes.

Public Hearing - Ap-
pellant Julie Walljasper, 
Nuisance Violation. 
Discussion was held 
regarding the numerous 
violations at 102 Lynn St 
Donnellson.

Motion by Schneider, 
second by Estrada that 

appellant must have a 
contract with a contractor 
to resolve the nuisances 
discussed with in 30 days 
and the contractor is to 
meet with code official to 
discuss. RCV all ayes.

Discussion was held on 
IT Services, determined 
best to stay with current 
provider.

Due to September 7th 
2020 being Labor Day the 
city council will hold its 
regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday September 8th 
2020 @ 7pm.

There being no other 
business to come before 
the Council, Mayor Elling-
boe declared the meeting 
adjourned.

Dave Ellingboe, Mayor
Attest:
Rebecca Schau,
City Clerk

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.conagrabrands.com/careers
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
http://www.dupont.com/careers
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
mailto:whamm@grrwa.com
mailto:whamm@grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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Ag News/From the Front

307 5th Street West Point
19-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com

Open M-F 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Protect What’s Important.
When you need peace of mind, look to

one of the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition
Monday & Tuesday, September 7 & 8

due to the Labor Day holiday
Breaking news will continue to be published to our website

www.PenCityCurrent.com
and through our social media channels as it happens.

The e-Edition will resume publication
on Wednesday, September 9.

Please celebrate safely.

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)371.4125

She said finding prop-
erty owners willing to go 
through the process of 
obtaining grants for reha-
bilitation and construc-
tion has proven difficult 
in the past.

“I’ve had homeowners 
back out of grants before 
the contractor starts 
working. I just never hear 
from them again.”

Mohr asked why people 
were backing out and 
Hecox said there were 
multiple issues, including 
not wanting to let the 
state into their personal 
finances, to mental health 
issues, and scheduling.

Leslie Leeker, with the 
IEDA said the grant pro-
cess has been streamlined 
to make things simpler 
for people to take advan-
tage of grant programs.

While touring the 
downtown area, Mohr 
said he was impressed 
with what has been 
accomplished with the 
upper floor rehabs, proj-
ects that were done with 
HUD Community De-
velopment Block Grants 
and other historical tax 
credits.

 “It’s great. I love archi-
tecture and old buildings 
and just think of all the 
beautiful buildings this 
country has torn down 
in the past 100 years that 
maybe could have been 
saved,” he said.

“A lot of these com-
munities do have older 
homes, but the wood and 
craftsmanship they used 
back then is far superior 
to the products we use 

now.”
Mohr has a four-state 

region (Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, and Nebras-
ka) and said a common 
theme he sees where 
development struggles is 
outdated local ordinanc-
es.

“It kinda depends on 
the city and what the 
building regulations are 
and what their ordinanc-
es are,” Mohr said. 

 “Sometimes that can 
be the biggest hurdle and 
we’ve even seen where 
that adds 25 to 30% of 
the cost of multi-family 
housing or single-family 
housing and builders say 
they’re just not gonna do 
it.

“This administration 
and Secretary (Ben) 
Carson have focused not 
only on our own regula-
tions and trying to reduce 
some of the red tape and 
barriers, but also have 
communities look at their 
own ordinances that were 
done 50 years ago.”

During the pandemic, 
HUD has awarded Iowa 
more than $45.1 million 
in CARES Act funding 
for entitlement programs 
including CDBG grants 
among others, to assist 
states and their com-
munities through the 
pandemic.

Eggleston mirrored 
Mohr’s concern for local 
governments to work 
closely with developers to 
help rebuild and identify 
needed housing stock.

But he said Fort Mad-
ison, and other towns 

along the Mississippi in 
Iowa, seemed to have a 
sophistication about how 
to get these projects done 
without making a lot of 
money.

“They have to put up 
with mine and the state’s 
regulations but they get it 
done,” he said. 

“Part of that has to do 
with the leadership of the 
community. If they can’t 
support it, it’s not going 
to happen.”

He said Fort Madison’s 
downtown offers a lot for 
developers to market up-
per floor housing and the 
city seems to be having 
some success with that.

  “There’s a nice mix 
here of entertainment. 
People who live here can 
walk two blocks and have 
a beer or a hot dog and 

come home and be safe 
without driving. That isn’t 
always the case.”

Eggleston also referred 
to some Asset Limit-
ed, Income Restrained, 
Employed (ALICE) 
2016 data that showed 
the median household 
income in Lee County 
was $44,568, compared 
to a state average of 
$56,247. He also provid-
ed a snapshot of housing 
and transportation costs 
for Fort Madison as part 
of an affordability index, 
that showed those costs 
account for just over 50% 
of income, which he said 
is high.

The range in the snap-
shot was between 43 and 
71% but he said HUD 
likes to see those num-
bers in the 30% range.

HUD - Continued from Page 1

Officials say cities need to revisit 
housing development ordinances

Fort Madison Partners’ Tim Gobble chats with 
HUD regional director Jason Mohr Tuesday in 
the apartments at the old Lee County Bank.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

WASHINGTON, Aug. 28, 2020 –U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers 
and ranchers that the deadline to apply for the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP) is Sept. 11, 2020. This 
program provides direct relief to producers who faced price 
declines and additional marketing costs due to COVID-19.

“FSA offers several options for farmers and ranchers to 
apply for CFAP, including a call center where employees 
can answer your questions and help you get started on your 
application,” said Richard Fordyce, Farm Service Agency 
administrator. “With only two weeks before the deadline, 
now is the time to check out the resources on our website and 
contact the call center or your local office for your last-min-
ute questions.”

Over 160 commodities are eligible for CFAP, including 
certain non-specialty crops, livestock, dairy, wool, specialty 
crops, eggs, aquaculture, and nursery crops and cut flowers. 
All eligible commodities, payment rates, and calculations can 
be found on farmers.gov/cfap.

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP ap-
plication process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with 
a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team 
at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP 
program by the Sept. 11 deadline:

Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap. This 
allows producers with secure USDA login credentials, known 
as eAuthentication, to certify eligible commodities online, 
digitally sign applications, and submit directly to the local 
USDA Service Center.  

USDA reminds of COVID 
assistance deadlines

http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
http://farmers.gov/cfap
http://farmers.gov/cfap


8 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, September 2, 2020

From the Front

Sheaffer Room.
Krogmeier said he hopes to get some questions answered while providing residents with 

the workings of the ordinance, which is still a work in progress.
He said aside from the fee structure, there are also some aspects, such as requiring insur-

ance on the properties that are still up for discussion.
“We do have a fee structure, but I’m not confirming that anything is set in stone,” Krog-

meier said Monday afternoon.
“The mayor and I worked on it and he wanted to push it up a bit,” Krogmeier said. “It 

needs to be there, but were gonna get a lot of kick back on it. And you have to justify the 
program.”

Fire Chief Joey Herren said the fee structure has to be set so that it has an impact on prop-
erty owners who let structures fall into disrepair.

“It has to have some teeth to it to make it work,” he said.
City Manager David Varley said the fee has to be reasonable to keep people engaged in the 

program.
The proposed annual fee structure would start at $10 for smaller accessory buildings up to 

$250 for larger buildings. The fees double the third year they are registered in the program, 
and then double again the fourth year.

There could also be fees for non-compliance with the registry.
The owner of any building that has become vacant has 90 days after the vacancy occurs ,or 

within 30 days of assuming ownership, whichever is later, to register the property with the 
city.

Properties that are undergoing active renovations would be exempt. Properties that are 
part of an estate would get a 12-month waiver and properties that are actively for sale would 
get a six month waiver. Snow bird properties can be listed at no cost. Buildings that have 
suffered substantial damage would get a 90-day exemption.

Krogmeier said there are currently between 300 and 500 properties within the city limits 
that would meet criteria to be registered. He showed 50 properties to the City Council in 
June that need urgent attention.

“Those 50 we showed are the ones we’re gonna have to deal with no matter what. This 
program isn’t going to fix that, it’s meant to slow it down,” he said.

Varley said the program is part of the city’s effort to clean up it’s image and will help stem 
to the pattern of properties sitting idle and becoming nuisances.

In the past year about eight vacant properties have burned due to squatters or other prob-
lems associated with what Herren called “absentee ownership”.

“Four of those we paid to get cleaned up recently. One lady cleaned up her own, but we 
don’t get that very often,” Herren said.

Herren said residents need to know that right now the taxpayers are shouldering the bur-
den of cleaning up those properties that need mitigation, such as the $80,000 that was spent 
out of the city’s general fund to clean up the abandoned building that was razed in 2016 in 
the 1100 block of Avenue H.

Registrations would include a description, address, legal description, names, addresses 
and contact information for all owners and authorized agents, including mortgage lender 
account representative contact information, and all liens holders.

If owners live outside of Des Moines, Henry, Lee or Van Buren counties, a contact person 
designated to act on behalf of the owner would be included in the registration.

Registrations would also be required to include a plan of action for the bulding, which will 
be approved by the a city building official. Plans have three options including demolition 
plans, plans to ensure security and maintenance, or rehabilitation plans.

An initial property inspection would take place within 12 months, with an annual inspec-
tion in following years.

Registration would also include an authorization appointing the Fort Madison Police De-
partment as an agent of the owner to allow police to remove trespassers.

Krogmeier said one issue that is still being debated is whether or not to require insurance. 
Krogmeier said insurance could be a deal breaker for some as the amount of insurance polic-
es could run people from the program.

“We’ve got these kind of buildings they aren’t going to be cheap just to insure. Even if they 
can get insurance on them. It has to qualify for what we want. But people will walk away 
from the program if they have to pay $500 to $900 in insurance.”

Herren said the insurance would give the city money to demolish the property if it catches 
fire or falls down. He said most policies hold demolition money back for the city and then 
release the rest to the owner after the city confirms the building has been cleaned up.

Krogmeier said if the ordinance works properly, property owners would be required to 
keep the property at minimum standards which could eliminate the need for the insurance.

“We’re kind of doubling down there,” he said.
“If they’re in the program and they bring it up to minimum standards, meaning windows 

are in place and not boarded up, doors are locked and secured, and someone’s checking on 
the property and maintaining it, we may not need the insurance because nobody’s getting in 
it routinely.”

Herren said people would be surprised at the number of homeless people in Fort Madison 
who move around squatting in properties. He said those people typically strip wiring in the 
structures and sell the copper and then move on.

“Those homes have absolutely no value after those people get ahold of them,” Krogmeier 
said.

He said the ordinance would help the city catch up on dilapidated, vacant buildings and 
could improve a lot of properties making them inhabitable again.

“They’re gonna have to get things cleaned up a bit anyway, so maybe some of these owners 
can get it to the point where they could rent it again. That’s really the goal here.”

ORDINANCE - Continued from Page 1

City hopes property registry 
puts homes back into use

if we can protect citizens of Lee County 
by doing this than I think its a good 
thing,” Folluo said.

Braden said any regulation should be 
born out of the Lee County Department 
of Health and then approved by the 
Board of Supervisors.

Iowa Code 137.104 gives local health 
departments authority to “make and 
enforce such reasonable rules and reg-
ulations not inconsistent with law and 
the rules of the state board as may be 
necessary for the protection and im-
provement of the public health”.

As of Tuesday morning, Lee County 
has 14-day positivity rating of 17.8%, 
the 7th highest in the state, and has 
427 confirmed cases. The state’s Iowa 
Department of Public Health web-
site coronavirus.iowa.gov and the Lee 
County Health Department both show 
current totals of 427 confirmed cases in 
the county. However, LCHD reported 
53 from 3:30 p.m. Friday to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday, while the IDPH is showing 36 
for all four days Friday-Monday.

Ross said that 1 in 80 of the 4,707 
county residents who’ve been tested has 
tested positive for 9.1%.

She said the surge began in August 
and has a lot to do with people who are 
asymptomatic going about normal rou-
tines without wearing masks or engag-
ing in social distancing.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked Ross if 
she could explain why the numbers are 
so high currently.

“Our biggest concern is that people 
aren’t choosing to social distance, and 
are not wearing masks especially in 
those situations when they aren’t social 
distancing,” she said.

“People continue to gather in groups 
of 10 or more and not social distance. 
We’ve been trying to promote to the 
public to avoid large crowds and large 
gatherings of people and choose to have 
responsible behaviors.”

Braden said in Johnson County, 
another hot spot for the virus with the 
return to campus at the University of 
Iowa, the health department used it’s 
regulatory authority under Iowa code to 
institute a mask mandate.

“The Johnson County Board of Health 
exercised their regulatory authority on 
a perceived need in assisting in curbing 
the novel coronavirus in Johnson Coun-
ty,” Braden said.

“Their health department actually ex-
ercised its authority in coming up with 
a regulation that was then approved by 
their Board of Supervisors, which is 
slightly different than the Board of Su-
pervisors coming up with an ordinance.”

Any regulation proposed by the 
county board of health would require a 

public meeting and a publishing of the 
regulations, before it could be approved.

Supervisor Rick Larkin said he would 
support such a move to mandate masks 
in the county.

“I’ve had several people stop me and 
ask why we haven’t enacted a mask 
ordinance requiring people to wear it, 
and I think there is some sentiment for 
us doing that no matter how it comes to 
us,” Larkin said.

“I would support doing whatever we 
have to do to get it done, but I think we 
need to move pretty quick on it.”

Braden said a regulation offered up 
by the health department, according to 
his research on the topic, wouldn’t be 
inconsistent with current Iowa law.

Board of Supervisors Chairman Ron 
Fedler said law is only as good as it can 
be enforced and he said he believes 
it would be difficult for the sheriff ’s 
department to start writing tickets for 
people not wearing face masks.

“If this was something Lee County 
was looking at, in my opinion it should 
come from the health department as op-
posed to an ordinance from the Board 
of Supervisors.,” Fedler said.

“There’s a legal argument that could 
be made that Board of Supervisors 
does have the authority to institute an 
ordinance for wearing a face mask, but 
it is much more genuine coming from 
the local Health authority through it’s 
regulatory authority.”

“The Board of health would issue 
citations based on observations taken by 
law enforcement. That’s about as far as 
we would go with it,” Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber said.

Johnson County’s health regulation 
requires every person wear a face cover-
ing when out in public where they can’t 
stay six feet away from others. It also 
requires masks inside any public setting 
including grocery stores, pharmacies, 
hardware stores, retail outlets, schools 
and other public settings that aren’t 
places of residence.

The Johnson County regulation also 
provides exceptions for when some-
one is traveling along in a vehicle or 
with household members, exercising, 
seated at a restaurant or bar, obtaining 
services where the removal of the mask 
is required or wear federal or state law 
prohibits wearing a face covering.

Anyone younger than 2 is also exempt 
and those with compelling health relat-
ed issues.

Violation of the regulations are met 
with a minimum fine for a simple mis-
demeanor. Subsequent offenses are pun-
ishable by up to the maximum fine for a 
simple misdemeanor, under the Johnson 
County face covering regulation.

MASKS - Continued from Page 1

Iowa code allows health 
departments to make codes

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://coronavirus.iowa.gov
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