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Grassley wants funding for Iowa towns
MUNICIPALITIES:  Senator says next stimulus should include gap funding

Lee County 
has 3rd test 
positive

COVID-19

Northeast Iowa 
region gets 1st 
risk score of 10

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – U.S. Senator Charles Grassley said he 
wants to see local government gap funding in the next 
stimulus package Congress puts together.

During a videoconference today sponsored by the Lee 
County Economic Development Group, Grassley said 
current stimulus packages do nothing for Iowa’s cities and 
leaves them at the mercy of state officials.

With LCEDG CEO Dennis Fraise moderating the 
30-minute question and answer period, Grassley said there 
was $150 billion on the Coronavirus Aid, Recovery and 

Economic Stimulus (CARES) Act that goes 
to states on a per capita basis. He said cities 
with populations of more than 500,000 get 
direct support from the federal government.

“Those people will get money separate 
from state money. But in Iowa towns like 
Fort Madison, you don’t get any (federal) 
money. No town in Iowa gets any money so 

you’re going to have to go to the state and see how they 
want to distribute to each community,” Grassley said.

“On the fourth round of appropriations after we get this 

LATE WINTER
Winter storm warning fizzles out over Lee County

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Area weather 
experts have issued a winter storm 
warning for today through 7 a.m. Fri-
day morning.

According to the National Weather 
Service, rain and snow were expected 
to begin falling in the area at around 2 

p.m. Thursday afternoon with a a total 
daytime accumulation of up to two 
inches.

Precipitation is predicted to change 
over to all snow by Thursday night with 
additional accumulations projected at 6 
to 10 inches by early Friday morning.

Weather models have the heaviest 
snow hitting the northern Missouri, 

southern Iowa band up to Interstate 
80, and into west central Illinois, but as 
is normally the case, forecasters can’t 
predict where the heaviest precipitation 
will occur.

The warning area has Lee County in 
the southernmost part of the band and 

(The following is a release from the Lee 
County Health Department printed in its 
entirety.)

LEE COUNTY - The Iowa Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) and Lee County 
Health Department have identified one 
additional case of COVID-19 in the coun-
ty, a middle-aged adult who is currently 
in isolation. This makes three cases in Lee 
County to date.

The Iowa Department of Public Health 
has created a new Coronavirus Dash-
board on their website, https://corona-
virus.iowa.gov. We encourage interested 
residents to check this website if inter-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON – Iowa Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds says data has pushed the northeast 
region of the state to a risk assessment 
score of 10 forcing residents to their 
homes.

At Thursday’s daily COVID-19 press 
conference, Reynolds said data from 
long-term care facility outbreaks has 
pushed Region 6, which represents the 
northeast corner of the state, to the high-
est level seen since the Regional Medical 
Coordination Centers were established.

Workers in those states will still be 
allowed to go to work at those designated 
essential business in the region. But other 
self-mitigation efforts were minimal 
including canceling social activities and 
only immediate households were allowed 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Work continues to take place on the Southeastern Community College facility in downtown Fort Madison. 
Crews are rehabbing the old CarSmart offices at the corner of 6th and Avenue G to open the facility for 
adult education and training facilities.

See STIMULUS, page 3

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
FRI 17 Apr ...................................................................Snow, 36.7º F/ 32.9º F
SAT 18 Apr ........................................................ Clear Skies, 53.4º F/ 47.8º F
SUN 19 Apr ...........................................................Overcast, 52.7º F/ 43.2º F

GRASSLEY

See LCHD, page 3

See OUTBREAKS, page 6See STORM, page 5

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 04/15 ................. 3 19 26 45 51, Star Ball: 5, All Star Bonus: 3
PICK 3 04/15 MIDDAY .....................................................................................8 9 5
PICK 3 04/15 EVENING ...................................................................................8 5 9
PICK 4 04/15 MIDDAY ..................................................................................5 6 9 6
PICK 4 04/15 EVENING ...............................................................................4 5 2 5
POWERBALL 04/15 ............................10 12 33 36 41, Powerball: 2, Power Play: 3

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
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Obituaries/For the Record

FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.

OBITUARIES

WAYNE E. ST. CLAIR
Wayne Earl St. Clair, 65, passed away on April 14, 2020, just half a mile west of his home 

in Croton, Iowa. 
Wayne was born on June 9, 1954, in Keokuk, Iowa, the 2nd child of DeWayne Edward St. 

Clair and Reta Fae (Kite) St. Clair. Wayne was united in holy matrimony to 
Nancy Lee Shoenhair on August 6, 1983, in Swea City, Iowa. They treasured 
37 fulfilling years together until his recent passing.

Wayne was a 1973 graduate of Harmony High School. Following his 
graduation, he worked as a custodian at Harmony Middle School and did 
construction with Sam Lamborn Construction. Wayne was a licensed Mas-
ter Plumber, working in HVAC and plumbing work, his favorite being new 
construction and remodels. His most recent employment was with Paul’s 
Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling in West Point, Iowa, where he worked for 

many decades for owners, Paul and Judi Scott. Wayne was grateful for his many years of 
affiliation with Paul’s, and always spoke of how well he was treated by them.

Wayne enjoyed hunting, gardening, fishing, and time with family. His favorite place to 
for fishing and family time was Lake Wilipyro and Cable, Wisconsin. Wayne always looked 
forward to relaxing in the family cabin on the lake during various weeks throughout the 
year, and visiting cousins Paul, Jim, and Joe. A photo of him standing on the cabin’s dock 
gazing at the lake graces the cabin in his memory.

Out of everything in life, Wayne’s absolute favorite role was Papa. He had a special smile 
he reserved specifically for his granddaughters. Just talking about them lit up his face in 
a way nothing else could. Aubrey and Ava gave Wayne’s life a whole new purpose, and he 
spent many weekends and days off with them (and their parents) in Marion.

To know Wayne was to know friendship. He had a friend everywhere he went. Wayne 
was known for his giving spirit. If you ever had a question, or needed some input on a 
project, Wayne was the person to call. He was always willing to offer his guidance to help a 
friend in need.

Survivors include his wife: Nancy Lee St. Clair of Croton, Iowa; daughter and son-in-law 
(and best friend): Lauren Lee and Robert Joseph Udell, of Marion, Iowa; two granddaugh-
ters: Aubrey Robyn Udell and Ava Stephanie Udell; brothers: Paul (Nancy) St. Clair of 
Bloomfield, Iowa, and Mark (Emily Trevathan) St. Clair of Hannibal, Missouri; brother-
in-law: Tim (Heidi) Brown of Burlington, Iowa; mother-in-law: Janet Shoenhair of Ames, 
Iowa; sisters-in-law: MaryEllen (Jim) Power of New Providence, Iowa, Sue Daker of Edge-
wood, Iowa, and Carol Scharff of Ames, Iowa; several nieces and nephews, and his Embury 
UMC family, where he was a regular attendee and active member.

Wayne was proceeded in death by his sister: Eva Marie Brown; mother: Reta; father: 
DeWayne; father-in-law: Dick Shoenhair; and sister-in-law: MaryAnn St. Clair.

Due to current Covid-19 regulations, a Memorial Service will be held at a later date.
Wayne is now in heaven, and he wants you all to know it is amazing. He hopes to seeyou 

there one day!
Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with the arrangements. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzlfuneralhomes.com.

ST. CLAIR

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

04/13/20 – 7:41 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1200 
block of 35th Street.
04/13/20 – 10:52 a.m. 
-Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1200 block of Avenue I.
04/13/20 – 12:27 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of property damage 
accident in the 200 
block of Avenue H.
04/13/20 – 3:07 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1000 block of Avenue G.
04/14/20 – 6:30 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 2100 
block of Avenue L.
04/14/20 – 12:30 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Darrin Michael Fitzgerald, 
18, of Keokuk, in te 2800 
block of Avenue I, on a 
charge of driving under 
suspension. He was 
released upon citation.
04/14/20 – 4:19 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Jerry 
Myer Caviness, 46, of Don-
nellson, in the 1800 block 
of Avenue O, on warrant 
for aggravated eluding, 
trespass, and numerous 
traffic offenses. He was 
released upon citation.
04/14/20 – 8:28 p.m. – Fort 

Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of property 
damage accident in the 
1200 block of Avenue F.
04/15/20 – 6:08 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of property 
damage accident in the 
5200 block of Avenue O.
04/15/20 – 6:14 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1200 
block of Avenue E.
04/15/20 – 12:08 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a hit and run in the 800 
block of Avenue E.
04/15/20 – 1:21 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
larceny/theft in the 1100 
block of Avenue G.
04/15/20 – 6:51 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1400 
block of 34th Street.
04/15/20 – 8:07 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Anton Robert Kempker, 
42, of Fort Madison in 
the 3300 block of Avenue 
N, on a charge of driving 
under suspension. He was 
released after being cited.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

04/12/20 – 9:06 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a report of a 
one-vehicle accident near 
230th Avenue and Carbide 
Lane. According to the 
report of a Utility vehicle 
driven by Edward Thomas 
Stack, 39, of Keokuk, lost 
control on loose gravel, 

rolling the vehicle on 
its side. Stack, and two 
passengers Ruger Mitch-
ell Grelk, 13, of Keokuk, 
and Ethan Hoffman, 29, 
of Hamilton were taken to 
UnityPoint Health in Ke-
okuk. Stack was cited for 
failure to maintain control
04/14/20 – 4:07 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties cited Stacy Marie 
Miller-Gilpin, 37, of Fort 
Madison, on charges of 
possession of controlled 
substance. She was 
released after being cited.
04/15/20 – 7:17 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties cited Travis Edward 
Scott, 41, of Keokuk, in 
the 3500 block of 258th 
Avenue, on a charge of 
trespass. He was re-
leased after being cited.
04/15/20 – 7:17 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
cited Milisa Ann Johnson, 
46, of Keokuk, in the 3500 
block of 258th Avenue, on 
a charge of trespass. She 
was released after citation.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report
04/13/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to one medical call, one 
assist, one gas leak, 
and one false alarm
04/14/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
one medical call, and one 
car accident liquid cleanup.
04/15/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to three medical calls.

http://www.smclrr.com
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
http://www.schmitzlfuneralhomes.com
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Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast Iowa

DINE-IN • DELIVERY • CARRYOUT

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

In order to protect the health & safety of Lee County residents during this time

All TB & Immunization Clinics Have Been Postponed
Clinics have been

postponed through April.

Please call our office at

with any questions.

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

first $2.2 trillion spent, 
the next money that goes 
to the states, we’ll see 
that those small commu-
nities get some of that 
money.”

But he said the rest of 
the money that’s gone 
into the first three phases 
of economic aid is doing 
what is was intended to 
do. He did say the money 
earmarked for the Pay-
check Protection Pro-
gram is about exhausted 
through the country’s 
local banks.

Fraise pressed Grassley 
on whether additional 
funds will be added to 
some of those programs 
to help mitigate losses 
due to the coronavirus 
and COVID-19 illness.

Grassley said he fa-
vored an additional $250 
billion “or whatever peo-
ple think is necessary”.

“As a matter of equity 
we want to make sure 
every small business is 
given every opportunity 
others have had with the 
first $350 billion,” he said 
from his farm in Iowa.

He said a WHIP call 
on the 100 senators 
would clarify any op-
position, but he said 
that money can be 
made readily available 
by unanimous consent. 
Grassley said he also fa-
vored extending the time 
frame of the usage of the 

money from the current 
eight weeks, to possibly 
12.

“My voice has been in 
support of that amount 
of money, but when that 
will happen we don’t 
know.”

He said Congress is 
slated to return to ses-
sion on May 4, if Wash-
ington D.C. looks under 
control in the metro 
area.

With COVID-19 
outbreaks happening 
heavily now at state 
meat processing facili-
ties in and around Iowa, 
Grassley said it’s going 
to be very important to 
get assistance to those 
facilities, but his recent 
conversations with Sec. 
of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue was that putting 
a program in place could 
take some time due to 
logistical issues.

“That’s going to be a 
real economic problem if 
we don’t get some money 
into that,” Grassley said.

“I talked with Sec. 
Perdue about getting that 
out and he thinks be-
cause it’s a new program 
and software has to be 
changed and regulations 
have to be approved, it 
wouldn’t get out until 
June 1. So I called the 
Secretary of Treasury 
because he’s got more 
oooomph with the White 

House.”
Grassley said he’s heard 

from pork producers 
who are euthanizing pigs 
because their refrigera-
tors are full and there’s 
no place to take them for 
slaughter.

President Donald 
Trump said on Wednes-
day he was going to 
withhold funding to the 
World Health Organi-
zation. Grassley said the 
government needs to 
maintain is relationship 
with WHO, but the or-
ganization needs to not 
be carrying the water for 
China.

“It’s pretty obvious 
that WHO was trying to 
protect China and China 
has too much influence 
with them. We put $500 
million in the group 
and China puts in $40 
million…. We don’t want 
the money to go there 
if it’s more of the China 
Health Organization.”

Grassley said going 
forward the look of 
commerce will be differ-
ent and sporting events 
many not have fans for a 
while.

“Restaurants will have 
less people and spaces 
between seating and in 
some places I don’t think 
you’ll see it open up for 
another month,” he said.

“I think it’ll be eight 
weeks before we see 

some normalcy. And 
big gatherings like ball 
games and sports events, 
you may not have any 
seating at all or very lit-
tle, for a very long period 
of time.”

Congress as whole, 
Grassley said, is working 
pretty well in getting 
money out, but people 
who question the gov-
ernment’s action need to 
realize that nothing like 
this has happened in 240 
years.

“This is unprecedented 
and if I had been in Con-
gress for 240 years this 
would be the first time 
this happened,” he said.

“Hopefully, it won’t 
take a war to get us out 
of this depression like it 
did in the 30s. We went 
in with the strongest 
economy the US has ever 
had and we’ll get out of it 
quicker.”

STIMULUS - Continued from Page 1

Grassley supports boosting PPP funding

ested in knowing county testing data, confirmed case 
counts, and other useful information moving forward.

Reminder all residents should:
Stay home as much as possible. Leave only for essen-

tial errands like groceries or getting medication. When 
you run these errands, send only one person from the 
household, if possible and consider wearing a mask.

Stay home when even mildly ill (the kind of illness 
that normally wouldn’t prevent you from your everyday 
activities)

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your 
elbow/upper arm.

Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds.

Lee County Health Department website, www.lee-
countyhd.org, and their Facebook page, will continue 
to be updated with information as well.

LCHD - Continued from Page 1

IDPH launches 
new website for 
COVID-19 data

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.fullenkampins.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

YOUR AD 
HERE

319.371.4125

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

PEN CITY CURRENT
CLASSIFIEDS

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Temporary
Job Opening

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer 
Reading Corps Associate 
service member.  This po-
sition will help with summer 
reading activities in the li-
brary and help us take our 
summer reading program to 
local daycare facilities.  The 
position will be 300 hours 
between May 26 and July 
25.  Compensation includes 
a living stipend as well as 
an education award from the 
National Service Trust upon 
successful completion of the 
full term of service. 
Application and complete job 
description can be found at 
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org 
or contact Sarah Clendineng 
at (319) 372-5721.

a shift to the north could result in reduced snowfall 
over the duration of the weather advisory.

Snow is predicted to continue overnight when rain 
will enter the mix at about 9 a.m. Friday morning. The 
snow is expected to be heavy and wet with reduced 
visibility during the higher snowfall rates.

Power outages are also a possibility due to the pre-
dicted heavy, wet snowfall.

Temperatures are expected in the range of 32 degrees 
overnight to 45 on Friday with winds in the 20-25 mph 
range Thursday night and slowing down to 5 to 15 mph 
range out of the northeast on Friday.

STORM - Continued from Page 1

Snow could miss 
if it shifts northBURLINGTON– Wednesday the Greater Burlington Part-

nership hosted a webinar with Congressman Dave Loebsa-
ck, Senator Chuck Grassley, Senator Joni Ernst and our local 
legislators to give their insight on and discuss COVID-19 on 
both the State and Federal levels. The question and answer 
format allowed legislators to discuss ongoing concerns while 
soliciting feedback from local businesses.

The legislators spoke on topics ranging from when things 
will get back to normal, Small Business Administration 
loans, future legislation helping businesses and workers, ad-
ditional funding for the Paycheck Protection Program and 
more. In addition, Della Schmidt, President and CEO of the 
Greater Burlington Partnership passed on concerns of local 
businesses to the legislators. 

The entire webinar recording can be viewed at Greater-
Burlington.com/Covid19.

GBP webinar features local 
politicians on COVID-19 issues

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!

Call Lee 
(319)371.4125

Click here to place 
your ad online 24/7

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.FortMadisonLibrary.org
http://GreaterBurlington.com/Covid19
http://GreaterBurlington.com/Covid19
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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to gather. Reynolds said 
80% of the state’s business-
es are currently considered 
essential.

Weddings and funeral 
were limited to 10 people 
and residents were encour-
aged to continue practicing 
social distancing. Reynolds 
did not issue a shelter in 
place order.

She did say additional 
testing was being sent into 
the area and strike teams 
would be put in place to 
work with large businesses 
and law enforcement on 
educating residents on 
how to deal with the virus 
activity.

“So today, based on that 
ranking we are implement-
ing additional mitigation. 
Effective at 11:59 p.m. in 
all Region 6 counties all 
gatherings for social activ-
ity will cease through April 
30, only immediate house-
hold are allowed to gather 
with exceptions such as 
weddings and funerals, 
which will continue to be 
restricted to 10 individuals 
or less,” Reynolds said.

“Of course residents of 
Region 6 and all Iowans 
should continue to take 
personal responsibility for 
their health and those of 
others by staying home, 
practicing good hygiene, 
social distancing and iso-
late at home if your sick. If 
you need medical atten-
tion, call the doctor first.”

Reynolds said the state 
Department of Public 
Health has activated 
additional response teams 
for testing, tracing and 
education efforts in the 

region. She 
said “Strike 
Teams” 
are being 
dispatched 
to long-
term care 
facilities 

and large business where 
outbreaks are occurring or 
anticipated.

Another outbreak at 
a meat packing plant in 
Waterloo is now being 
investigated and Reynolds 
said 1,500 tests are being 
sent to that facility in 
Blackhawk County today.

Two more outbreaks 
were confirmed at long-
term care centers in the 
state, including Linn 
Manor Care Center in 
Linn County, and Luther-
an Living Senior Campus 
in Muscatine County. 
The outbreaks bring the 
number in the state to nine 
confirmed.

Region 5, which include 
Lee, Henry, Des Moines, 
and Van Buren counties 
among others, had 12 
new patients hospital-
ized Wednesday, with 66 
currently in hospital beds. 
Sixteen are currently on 
ventilators and 29 are in 
ICUs in the region.

The State Hygienic Lab 
had 146 new positive cases 
against 660 negative cases. 
The state has seen 2,141 
positive cases and 8,534 
negative cases. Health 
officials claim 987 patients 
have recovered and there 
were seven additional 
deaths, two were employ-
ees at the Tyson facility. 
The state has now had 

60 people die from the 
COVID-19 illness, 30 of 
those were residents of 
long-term care centers.

The state will launch a 
new initiative in the com-
ing days called Test Iowa, 
which will be a ramped up 
testing initiative

“Test Iowa is an initiative 
to enable us to conduct 
large-scale testing and 
tracing across the state. 
Test Iowa will ramp up 
testing capacity by more 
than 3,000 per day,” she 
said.

She said plans are still 
being formulated for the 
rollout of the new tests and 
the state will also begin 
doing serology testing, 
which is a blood-based test 
that looks for antibodies 
for specific proteins made 
by the body in response 
to infections, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

She said serology testing 
will begin in two locations, 
but didn’t specify which 
two those would be. She 
said the state was awaiting 
supplies and reagents to 
launch the testing.

When asked by pool 
reporters about the 
additional meat packing 
plant potential outbreak, 
Reynolds said USDA and 
OSHA officials are always 
inspecting those plants 
and some have inspectors 
on site daily as a matter of 
practice, indicating the ad-
ditional testing and strike 
teams are the additional 
resources being applied to 
the outbreak.

IDPH Deputy Director 

Sarah Reisetter reaffirmed 
the state’s intention of 
using Iowa Department of 
Human Resources staff to 
augment contact tracing 
that’s going on in rural 
Iowa counties.

IDPH Director Dr. 
Caitlin Pedati said the state 
realizes the challenges and 
limitations around testing, 
but they are working daily 
to expand those resourc-
es aimed at stopping the 
virus.

She said health experts 
are still learning from 
COVID-19 and what 
immunities are being pro-
duced and challenged.

“H1N1 was this type of 
illness where we may see it 
once and it goes away, or 
goes down and becomes 
a seasonal illness. As we 
learn more it’s import-
ant to keep that in mind, 
because it’s not about a 
percentage of people that 
need a test,” Pedati said.

Pedati said the body pro-
duces quick antibodies to 
fight off a bacteria or virus 
either in the blood or mu-
cous membranes, but then 
other antibodies come two 
to four weeks later.

“Those give you a mem-
ory or a lasting immune 
reponse. That’s import-
ant if you can teach your 
immue system to fight 
something so they can 
do it again in the future. 
That’s why you plan your 
flu vaccine two to four 
weeks before flu activity,” 
she said.

Reynolds said she would 
participating in a gover-
nor’s conference call with 
President Donald Trump 
today focusing on reopen-
ing the country’s economy. 
She said she would be able 
to provide details on how 
that would look from a 
state and federal perspec-
tive on Friday.

“There could be some 
overlap, but we look 
forward to working with 
the administration and 
the Department of Public 
Health,” she said.

There was also some 
anticipation that Reynolds 
would cancel school for 
the remainder of the year 
today, but no discussion 
that took place. Reynolds 
said earlier that she would 
let school officials know 
two weeks in advance 
of the April 30 deadline, 
which would be before 
Saturday.

REYNOLDS

OUTBREAKS - Continued from Page 1

Officials seeing more outbreaks at 
long term care centers, packing plants

DES MOINES - The number of initial claims in 
Iowa reported by the U.S. Department of Labor, 
filed between Sunday, April 5, and Saturday, April 
11, was 46,356. There were 43,862 initial claims by 
individuals who work and live in Iowa, and 2,494 
claims by individuals who work in Iowa and live 
in another state. 

The number of continuing weekly unemploy-
ment claims is 128,819.

A total of $37,881,985.37 of unemployment 
insurance benefits were paid to claimants for the 
same week. 

The following industries had the most claims: 
Health Care and Social Assistance (6,789)
Manufacturing (6,002)
Retail Trade (5,813)
Accommodation and Food Services (4,292)
Industry Not Recognized (9,604)
Iowa Workforce Development began paying 

CARES Act benefits this week including the ad-
ditional $600 Federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation (FPUC) weekly benefit amount 
as well as unemployment claims for the self-em-
ployed. This week a total of $60,999,000 in benefits 
were paid to 93,546 Iowans. 

Employers or claimants with questions can 
email Iowa Workforce Development at uiclaim-
shelp@iwd.iowa.gov or call us at 1-866-239-0843. 
Please check www.IowaWorkforceDevelopment.
gov for the specific information needed within the 
email in order for us to answer your questions. We 
continue to update our website several times a day 
and it contains the most recent and accurate infor-
mation.  It also contains videos, webinars, FAQs 
and other forms of assistance for all of the differ-
ent types of claims and programs such as the most 
updated information on the CARES Act benefits 
and payments.

Iowa Workforce Development does not accept 
paper applications for unemployment benefits.  
We ask that Iowans not file paper applications or 
utilize applications that provide paper applica-
tions on your behalf.  This will significantly delay 
processing and payment of your unemployment 
claims. We encourage Iowans to continue to uti-
lize our website to file for unemployment benefits.

For more information on the total data for this 
week’s unemployment claims, please visit https://
www.iowalmi.gov/unemployment-insurance-sta-
tistics. 

Jobless claims start 
to taper off this week

First.Fresh.Local.

https://www.leecountybank.com/
mailto:uiclaimshelp@iwd.iowa.gov
mailto:uiclaimshelp@iwd.iowa.gov
http://www.IowaWorkforceDevelopment.gov
http://www.IowaWorkforceDevelopment.gov
https://www.iowalmi.gov/unemployment-insurance-statistics
https://www.iowalmi.gov/unemployment-insurance-statistics
https://www.iowalmi.gov/unemployment-insurance-statistics
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