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SIGN OF THE TIMES

STATE LAB:  Hygienic lab confirms 90 positive tests in the state through Sunday

Salem pastor 
got start at 
an early age

OPINION

DES MOINES –   Sunday, Gov. Reynolds signed a new 
proclamation continuing the State Public Health Emergency 
Declaration. The proclamation includes additional manda-
tory closures, relaxes certain restrictions to promote addi-
tional social distancing and provides regulatory relief to Iowa 
health care industries, among other actions outlined in the 
proclamation below.

The proclamation closes the following from Sunday, March 
22nd, 2020 at 10:00 p.m. until 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, March, 
31st, 2020: Salons, medical spas, barbershops, tattoo estab-
lishments, tanning facilities, massage therapy establishments, 
and swimming pools. 

According to the Iowa Department of Public Health 
(IDPH), 22 additional positive cases of Iowans with 
COVID-19 have been found for a total of 90 positives in the 
state. There have been  1,215 negative tests conducted at the 
State Hygienic Lab to date.

The locations and age ranges of the 22 newly diagnosed 
individuals include:

Cerro Gordo County, 2 adults (18-40 years)
Dallas County, 1 older adult (61-80 years)
Dubuque County, 2 middle-aged adults (41-60 years)
Harrison County, 2 older adults (61-80 years) 

IMPACTS
SBA offering low interest disaster loans to small businesses
DES MOINES – Governor Reynolds 

today announced that the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) has issued 
a disaster declaration for the state of Iowa 
as of January 31, 2020 and continuing. The 
declaration allows pandemic-impacted 
small businesses to apply for low-interest 
support loans. The declaration comes after 
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds submitted a 

federal funding request via 
the SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program.

“This SBA Disaster Loan 
program is vital in assist-
ing our small businesses 
that have been so heavily 
impacted by these unprec-

edented times,” said Gov. Reynolds. “I will 

continue to work with President Trump 
and his administration to provide relief to 
Iowa small businesses as we combat the 
spread of COVID-19 in Iowa.” 

The SBA is now making loans avail-
able statewide to small businesses and 
private, non-profit organizations to help 

Diego knew he was on the right path, 
that God had spoken to him. Coming 
from Bolivia, speaking no English, and 
working on his ministry certification 
in the United States, he struggled des-
perately. He spoke Aymaran, a native 
language of the Andes, and had learned 
Spanish. He sat in the dining hall, people 
talking to him, but he couldn’t under-
stand a word they said. He prayed, “God 
you brought me here, help me learn the 
language.

He was mopping the floor and some-
one started talking to him in English. 
Diego understood what the person was 
saying and was able to respond in En-
glish. The man said, “Diego, you know 
English!” That was confirmation for Di-
ego Chuyma (pronounced “chewy-ma”) 
that he was on the right path.

His early childhood and teen years in 
Bolivia are filled with incredible stories of 
being asked to pastor churches when he 
had no training and very little education, 
but was filled by the love of Jesus Christ.

He went to the United States to study 
ministry. With no money, his education 
was funded by scholarships, work-study 
programs, and anonymous donations 
coming through at the last minute. God 
was directing him.

After receiving his Master in Divinity 
and Doctor of Ministry, Diego returned 
to Bolivia to start a church. One of the 
messages he preached to the people was, 
“God heals.”

A visitor to the church was limping 
badly. He came up to Diego after the 
service and said, “I have been to so many 
doctors and taken so many medicines. 
Pray for me and I believe God will heal 
me.” Diego placed his hands on the man 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Rashid Drug in Fort Madison has moved all services to Drive Thru during the coronavirus outbreak.

See COVID, page 2

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 23 Mar ....................................................... Overcast, 43.0º F/ 41.3º F
TUE 24 Mar ...................................... Heavy Intensity Rain, 43.5º F/ 42.0º F
WED 25 Mar ............................................Scattered Clouds, 55.5º F/ 52.1º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 03/21 ................5 21 26 47 50 , Star Ball: 8, All Star Bonus: 2
PICK 3 03/21 MIDDAY ......................................................................................3 9 8
PICK 3 03/21 EVENING .................................................................................... 1 2 2
PICK 4 03/21 MIDDAY ....................................................................................1 1 7 9
PICK 4 03/21 EVENING ................................................................................ 7 7 5 2
POWERBALL 03/21 .........................2 23 40 59 69 , Powerball: 13, Power Play: 2

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

REYNOLDS

See SWARM, page 4See LOANS, page 2
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WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP

For your home or business, ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration offers 24/7/365
commercial and residential water damage cleanup services.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Whether the source is a natural flood or a broken pipe, excess water in a building can leave severe amounts of damage, 
both immediately and in the long term. To prevent your home or business from losing value and to protect your belong-
ings, rapid emergency mitigation is an important service to call upon.

OBITUARIES

CARMELLA L. 
BRUNNELSON

Carmella Lucy Brunnelson, 98 of Keokuk, IA died Friday, 
March 20, 2020 at UnityPoint Health in Keokuk.

She was born December 13, 1921 in Racine, WI the daugh-
ter of Natalie and Anna Samarco Minneti.

On September 8, 1945, she was united in 
marriage to James W. Brunnelson in Racine, 
WI. He preceded her in death on June 1, 
1995.

Carmella enjoyed bird watching, cooking 
shows on television and keeping her mind 
sharp by working crossword puzzles. Most of 

all, she enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren.
She is survived by one son, James B. Brunnelson of Hamil-

ton, IL, three grandchildren, Sander Brunnelson of Wichita, 
KS, Nathan Brunnelson of Elmwood, IL and Susan Brunnel-
son of Keokuk, six great-grandchildren, Alex, Ryan, Maddie, 
Cailey, Lily and Alyssa, three sisters, Josephine Yunk, Francis 
Aiello and Anna Lawler and one brother, Dominic Minneti.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her 
parents and several brothers and sisters.

According to her wishes, there will be no services.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the 

family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.

vigenmemorialhome.com.

BRUNNELSON

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/18/20 – 12:57 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a larceny/theft reported 
at the police station.
03/18/20 – 3:51 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
3200 block of Avenue I.
03/18/20 – 4:09 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a vandalism in the 4600 
block of Avenue J.
03/18/20 – 4:16 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a vandalism in the 1300 
block of Avenue G.
03/18/20 – 7:36 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
3400 block of Avenue P.
03/19/20 – 10:11 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 1300 
block of Avenue F.
03/19/20 – 5:17 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 

of a larceny/theft in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
03/19/20 – 5:17 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Kelly Francis Skelton, 
54, of Fort Madison in 
the 2600 block of Ave-
nue L, on a charge of 
5th-degree theft. She was 
released after citation.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

03/18/20 – no 
news to report
03/19/20 – no 
news to report
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

03/18/20 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls, 
one report of smoke, 
one burn complaint
03/19/20 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
two medical calls, one false 
alarm and one lift assist.
03/20/20 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to one medical call.

    Johnson County, 
2 adults (18-40 years), 
1 middle-aged (41-60 
years), 2 older (61-80 
years)

    Kossuth County, 1 
adult (18-40 years)

    Linn County, 1 mid-
dle age adult (41-60 years)

    Poweshiek County, 1 
elderly adult (81 years or 
older)

    Scott County, 1 
middle-aged adult (41-60 
years)

    Sioux County, 1 older 
adult (61-80 years)

    Tama County, 2 
adults (18-40 years), 1 
middle-aged adult (41-60 
years)

    Washington County, 
1 middle-aged adult (41-
60 years)

    Woodbury County, 1 
middle-aged adult (41-60 
years)

A status report of 
monitoring and testing of 
COVID-19 in Iowa is pro-
vided by IDPH and can be 
found here. In addition, 
a public hotline has been 
established for Iowans 
with questions about 
COVID-19. The line is 
available 24/7 by calling 
2-1-1 or 1-800-244-7431. 
The state of Iowa will 
soon begin sharing the 
number of negative tests 
conducted at outside labs.

Iowans who have trav-
eled recently for business 
or spring break vacations, 
whether internationally 
or domestically outside 
of Iowa, should strongly 
consider self-isolating for 
14 days. This will support 
Iowa’s ongoing efforts 
to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19, and limit 
the introduction of the 
virus from other points of 
travel.

Iowa has implemented 
many provisions to em-
phasize social distancing, 
and self-isolation after 
travel is another measure 
we can take to slow the 
spread of the virus and 

avoid quickly overburden-
ing our healthcare system. 

To assist Iowans further, 
it suspends all foreclo-
sures on residential, com-
mercial, and agricultural 
real property. 

The proclamation also 
provides professional 
licensing relief to remove 
barriers who want to step 
up and serve in medical 
professions and to prevent 
the expiration of profes-
sional licenses during the 
disaster.  

To promote further so-
cial distancing, the decla-
ration suspends in-person 
requirements for various 
activities. 

COVID - Continued from Page 1

Governor asks Iowans who’ve  
traveled to self-isolate for 14 days

alleviate economic injury 
caused by the Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19). SBA’s 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans offer up to $2 million 
in assistance and can pro-
vide vital economic support 

to small businesses to help 
overcome the temporary 
loss of revenue they are 
experiencing.

These loans may be used 
to pay fixed debts, pay-
roll, accounts payable and 

other bills that can’t be paid 
because of the disaster’s 
impact. The interest rate is 
3.75% for small business-
es. The interest rate for 
non-profits is 2.75%. SBA 
offers loans with long-term 

repayments in order to keep 
payments affordable, up 
to a maximum of 30 years. 
Terms are determined on 
a case-by-case basis, based 
upon each borrower’s ability 
to repay.

LOANS - Continued from Page 1

Loan package part of $2M SBA disaster program

http://www.smclrr.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure
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with [auto + renters] 
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and renters insurance can be!
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Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)
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Call Lee

(319) 371.4125
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Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

PEN CITY CURRENT
CLASSIFIEDS

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

and prayed. Nothing happened. The man walked away 
still limping.

The next Sunday the man came back, and Diego 
prayed again. There was still no change.

The man came back a third time. Diego had to make 
a decision. Should he say, “Maybe it is not God’s will 
to heal you” or “Maybe I don’t have the gift of heal-
ing?” But the Bible says God heals. So Diego said, “I 
declare you healed in the name of Jesus Christ!” The 
man looked surprised and said, “Okay, Pastor. I am 
healed.” He turned around and left, still limping.

At home the man had a supernatural experience. He 
dreamed that medical doctors entered his bedroom. 
He could smell the anesthesia they used. The doctors 
performed surgery on his leg. They left and the man 
woke up. He shouted to his wife, “I am healed!” He 
came back to the church, not limping, and gave testi-
mony.

That was the start of Diego Chuyma’s ministry.
A pastor from another denomination called and 

asked Diego to drive the demons out of his teenage 
daughter. Diego went to the pastor’s house. The girl 
was writhing on the floor, possessed by several de-
mons. Diego checked the Bible, prayed and cast the 
demons out. The pastor’s wife asked, “Where can we 
learn these things?”

“Look in the Bible in the name of Jesus Christ,” 
he told them. “You too can heal people and cast out 
demons.”

Diego didn’t learn these things in seminary. He 
learned them by reading the Bible and working with 
people.

Diego Chuyma has a wife, Rebecca, and three boys: 
John, David and Joshua. He is pastor of Salem Friends 
Church in Salem, Iowa. God directs his path, Diego 
follows.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or visit his website at www.empty-nest-
words-photos-and-frames.com

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Healing part of 
Salem pastor’s life

GRMC adds additional visitor restrictions
WEST BURLINGTON – 

Great River Health will add 
greater visitor restrictions 
Monday, March 23, in an 
effort to prevent or contain 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
transmission in southeast 
Iowa.

Great River Medical 
Center and Fort Madison 
Community Hospital, which 
also is part of Great River 
Health, are announcing 
changes separately.

At Great River Medical 
Center, visiting is allowed 
only in designated areas. No 
visiting is allowed in these 

areas:
Intensive Care Unit
Medical Care Unit
Medical-Surgical Unit
Progressive Cardiac Unit
Rehabilitation Unit
In other areas, patients are 

limited to the same visitors 
for the entire time they are 
hospitalized. They must stay 
in the patient’s room or des-
ignated visitor area. Visitors 
must be at least 18 years old 
(unless they are the parents 
of a pediatric patient). They 
must pass a screening before 
visiting these areas:

Emergency Department 

– One adult may be with the 
patient during treatment.

 End of life when death 
is imminent – Patients may 
have two visitors.

 Obstetrics Unit – Only the 
mother’s designated support 
person may visit.

Nursery and Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit – One 
birth parent plus one signifi-
cant other may visit.

Pediatrics Unit /patients 
under 18 – One parent or 
guardian may visit.

Patients having surgery 
or procedures – One visitor 
on the day of surgery or the 

procedure only
Clinic, laboratory or Diag-

nostic Imaging appointments 
– One person may accompa-
ny the patient.

Families of the patients 
described below should work 
with the patient’s health care 
team.

Patients with disruptive 
behavior whose family mem-
ber is key to their care may 
have one visitor.

    Patients who have al-
tered mental status or devel-
opmental delays who require 
a caregiver to help provide 
safety may have one visitor.

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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