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Adversity a lesson for 2020 seniors
HAWKS & HOUNDS FINALLY 
WALK THE STAGE:  Despite 
“simulated” graduation 
seniors move tassles in live 
commencement exercises

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – It’s been anything but a normal final year 
of high school for more than 200 area public school seniors.

Fort Madison High School and Central Lee High School 
held live graduation ceremonies over the weekend. Ceremo-
nies that, up to less than four weeks ago, weren’t guaranteed.

“Welcome to the ceremony that wasn’t meant to be,” said 
Fort Madison High School Principal Greg Smith at Satur-
day’s Bloodhound commencement.

“We are happy for every little thing we can get in this day 
in age, so welcome and we’re glad you here.”

The Bloodhounds walked just more than half of the 
graduating seniors across the stage on Saturday morning in 
crimson and black gowns and mortarboards with about 10 
wearing “Black Lives Matter” face coverings.

Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater said graduations across the 
country are being watched by the nation.

“You did not get to end your journey in a traditional way 
and that doesn’t have to be OK with you,” Slater said.

“Your journey is yours. You own it. But you’re never 
alone.”

He’s 6’9” tall. When Bobby Quayle (pronounced 
“Quail”) was in grade school in Mt. Pleasant, he was 
always the tallest kid in class. That’s one of the reasons 
he commands attention and respect. The other reason is 
people instantly like him. He has charisma.

Bobby Quayle was a basketball star in Mt. Pleasant 
from 1990-’93, earning all-conference and all-state hon-
ors. Then it was off to Augustana, a Division II college in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on a basketball scholarship. 
He played there two years and then transferred to Iowa 
State, a Division I school, to study Landscape Architec-
ture. He decided to sit out the first year (he would have 
had to anyway), play intramural ball and concentrate on 
studies.

During his second year, Bobby participated in walk-on 
tryouts for Iowa State’s basketball team. Tim Floyd was 
the coach, and Iowa State had an excellent team. (Tim 
Floyd would go on to coach the Chicago Bulls.)

Being raised in rural Trenton, Iowa, Bobby learned the 

principles of 
hard work, 
persever-
ance, and 
faith from 
his parents. 
They had 
an uneven 
basketball court and, in the winter, Bobby would go out 
and scoop the snow off and shoot baskets in his heavy 
snow boots. The stone surface was rough and every 
once-in-a-while a sharp corner would ricochet the ball 
off in another direction. Bobby learned to adjust and still 
make the shot.

So, when an assistant basketball coach at Iowa State 
told Bobby he had some good news-bad news, Bobby 
was prepared. Iowa State wanted him as a walk-on, but 
there were no openings. (The ball goes shooting off to 
the side. Will he make the shot?) This was okay with 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

FMHS senior Zoe Ramatowski leads the Class of 2020 in moving their tassles at commencement on 
Saturday in Fort Madison. At left, Central Lee senior Hailey Alvis leads the graduating class to an outdoor 
ceremony on the Central Lee campus Sunday afternoon.

See GRADS, page 9

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 29 Jun.........................................................Overcast, 84.3º F/ 70.3º F
TUE 30 Jun......................................... Heavy Intensity Rain, 75.5º F/ 73.4º F
WED 01 Jul..................................................Moderate Rain, 83.5º F/ 76.3º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 06/27................ 8 27 30 36 47, Star Ball: 8, All Star Bonus: 3
LUCKY FOR LIFE 06/25...............................................1 8 18 27 46, Lucky Ball: 16
MEGA MILLIONS 06/26..................... 19 33 37 56 57, Mega Ball: 6 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 06/25 / 06/26 / 06/27 MIDDAY............................... 6 9 9 / 3 5 8 / 0 3 0
PICK 3 06/25 / 06/26 / 06/27 EVENING................................2 8 1 / 4 7 4 / 1 0 0
PICK 4 06/25 / 06/26 / 06/27 MIDDAY....................... 7 3 0 2 / 2 2 9 3 / 5 8 8 7
PICK 4 06/25 / 06/26 / 06/27 EVENING..................... 5 4 7 4 / 7 5 7 3 / 2 6 5 4
POWERBALL 06/27........................... 9 36 49 56 62, Powerball: 8, Power Play: 2

Mt. Pleasant alum breaking barriers
EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 9
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

OBITUARIES

JANIE LYNN RICHERS
Janie Lynn Richers, 56, of Wever, passed away on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at 8:20 PM at 

the Great River Hospice House after a long fight of pain from complications of diabetes. 
She was born on April 27, 1964 in Ft. Madison to James and Patricia (Troutman) 

Richers.  Janie was a 1982 graduate of Ft. Madison High School.  In her 
early years, Janie worked different jobs but made her career working for 
the family business, Richers Trucking, Inc.  She started her driving career 
driving millions of miles with her beloved dog Mickey and was known on 
the road as Lady J.  Janie married Jack Landis in the early 90’s and they 
drove for Richers Trucking as a team across the country.  He preceded 
her in death in October 1997.  Janie drove until her Mom “fired” her for 
health reasons.  She then worked in the office as a dispatcher.  She knew 

all of the roads and warehouses around the country and was a human road map to her 
fellow drivers.

Janie enjoyed making other people happy, doing whatever she could for others.  She 
also enjoyed cooking, crafts and coloring.  At any family gathering she was requested to 
maker her famous macaroni salad.  Janie’s biggest pride was her eight nieces and nephews 
and eleven great nieces and nephews. 

Left to cherish her memory are her parents, Jim and Pat Richers of Wever; one sister, 
Paula (Jeff) Houston of Fort Madison; two brothers,  Curt (Liz) Richers of Wever and 
Scott (Danielle) Richers of Wever; eight nieces and nephews, Ashley Houston, Amber 
Kuntz, Amanda Vance, Clinton Richers, Codi Bergquist, Kelsey McWhorter, Pattie Rich-
ers and Jesse Richers; eleven great nieces and nephews and many aunts, uncles and cous-
ins.   She was preceded in death by her husband, Jack; grandparents and her dog, Mickey. 

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cremato-
ry.  There will be no formal services at this time.  A Celebration of Life will be held by the 
family on July 4, 2020.

 A memorial has been established for the Wever Fire and Rescue Squad and online 
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com. 

RICHERS
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DENNIS D. HAMMA
Dennis Dean Hamma, 66, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away on Wednesday, June 17, 2020, at 

OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria, IL.
Dennis was born on June 24, 1953, in Keokuk, Iowa, the son of David Hamma and Cordelia 

“Gee Gee” Wood. He graduated from Nauvoo-Colusa High School in 1971, 
later attending Monmouth College. Dennis was united in marriage to Jane 
Knowles on July 20, 1973, at SS Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo.

A long time member of SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church and Knights of 
Columbus in Nauvoo, Dennis started his career in the Inventory Control Dept 
at the Sheaffer Pen Company in Fort Madison, IA. He was later employed at 
Sioux Tools (Snap-on) in Sioux City, IA, before finishing his last five years of 
employment at the Georgia Detention Center, Blairsville, GA, as a Correc-

tions Officer. When he wasn’t working, you would usually find Dennis engaging in his favorite 
activity, golfing. He loved being outside, and enjoyed mowing his yard, which overlooked the 
Mississippi River. Dennis always felt at peace in the great outdoors.

Dennis is survived by his wife Jane Hamma of Nauvoo; two sons: Timothy (Valerie) 
Hamma of Warsaw and Justin (Patricia) Hamma of Hamilton; two grandchildren: Abbey and 
Natalie Hamma of Warsaw; two brothers: Mike Hamma of Delavan, IL; Wally (Cindi) Hamma 
of Nauvoo and many nieces and nephews.

Dennis was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Tawnya (Doug) Ammer, and his 
brother Timothy Blaine Hamma.

Dennis’ life will be celebrated with a visitation for family and friends at the Printy Funeral 
Home, 720 Main Street, Hamilton IL, on Tuesday, June 23, 2020, from 9am to 11am. Funeral 
services will follow visitation at 11:00 am at the funeral home with Father Thomas Szydlik 
officiating. Burial will follow at SS Peter and Paul Cemetery in Nauvoo.

Memorials may be directed to SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo, IL or OSF 
Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria, IL.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.printyfuneralhome.com.
Printy Funeral Home in Hamilton is in charge of arrangements.

HAMMA

LEE COUNTY - The 
Iowa Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) 
and Lee County Health 
Department have 
identified one addition-
al case of COVID-19 
in the county, a mid-
dle-age adult who is 
currently in isolation. 
This makes 45 con-
firmed cases in Lee 
County to date.  LCHD 
is also reporting a total 
of 33 cases as recovered.

Lee County Health 
Department website, 
www.leecountyhd.org, 
and their Facebook 
page, will continue to 
be updated with infor-
mation as well.

County 
hits 45 
COVID 

positives

Tired of the
same old

results from 
your

advertising?

Call Lee Today! 
(319)371.4125

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.printyfuneralhome.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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LARRY G. MARTIN
Larry G. Martin, 80, of Hamilton, IL, died Friday, June 

26, 2020 at his home.
He was born on May 12, 1940 in Pekin, IL, the son of 

George and Dorthea Smith Martin. He 
graduated from Pekin High School and 
Western Illinois University.

On March 16, 1991, Larry was united in 
marriage to Sharon K. Lomax Harrison in 
Hamilton, IL. She survives.

He is also survived by two sons, Jeff S. 
Martin (Beth Ann Storm) of Benson, MN 

and Bob Martin (Jody) of Keokuk, two daughters, Janine 
Riney (Russell) of Wayland, MO and Becky S. Johnson 
(Wade) of Keokuk, one step-daughter, Karla Harrison 
(Curt Nichols) of Hamilton, IL, one step-son, Kevin Har-
rison (Ginger) of Hamilton, IL, seventeen grandchildren, 
Josh Martin (Sherry) of Sioux City, IA, Jeremiah Martin 
(LeeAnn Wiegand) of Keokuk, J.R. Martin (Anika) of 
Moline, IL, Mollie Vandenberg (Elliott) of Granger, WY, 
Jordan Martin of Dubuque, IA, Kayde Martin of Keokuk, 
Russell Ian Riney, Julianna Riney and Carlee Riney all of 
Wayland, MO, Addison Johnson, Ella Johnson and Alexa 
Johnson all of Keokuk, Christopher Keefe and Tiffany 
Baxter (Jason) all of Hamilton, IL, Brandon Matlock (Ra-
chel) of Colorado Springs, CO, Chelsea Hopp (Anthony) 
and Wesley Harrison all of Hamilton, IL and twenty-one 
great-grandchildren. Other survivors include one brother, 
Keith Martin (Shirley) of Pekin, IL and two sisters, Con-
nie Dean and Sue Townsend both of Pekin, IL and several 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, two broth-

ers-in-law, Randy Townsend and Larry Dean and one 
daughter-in-law, Julie Martin.

Larry had owned MMC Enterprises (Tool and Die and 
Pattern shop) in Keokuk for 40 plus years.

He was a member of the Elks Lodge #106 and the 
Southside Boat Club both in Keokuk. He was also a mem-
ber of Ducks Unlimited.

Larry enjoyed fishing, traveling, golfing and investing. 
He also enjoyed restoring old cars, especially his 1956 
Corvette. He loved listening to Paul Harvey. One of 
Larry’s proudest moment was when he traveled with the 
Governor of Iowa on a trade mission to China. Most of all 
Larry cherished the time he spent with his family and his 
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m., Thursday at 
the Bethel Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, IL with Pas-
tor Bob Wagner officiating. Burial will be in the Oakwood 
cemetery in Hamilton.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Wednesday at 
the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk with the family 
meeting with friends from 6 – 8 p.m. An Elks Memorial 
service will be held at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral 
home.

Social distancing requirements will be in place at both 
the funeral home and church and attendees may be lim-
ited according to those requirements. Masks are encour-
aged.

Memorials may be made to the Keokuk Humane Soci-
ety or the St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.
vigenmemorialhome.com.

MARTIN

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

CHARLES SUPER
Charles “Chuck” Super, 75, of Fort Madison, IA, 

passed away on Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 9:55 PM 
at his home.

He was born on June 1, 1945 in 
Havre de Grace, MD to Carl and Be-
atrice Childers Super.  On December 
7, 1968 he married Cynthia Smoot in 
Ft. Madison.  Chuck was a supervisor 
at Cranden’s Papermill.  He was of the 
catholic faith.  Chuck enjoyed fishing, 
woodworking, and spending time with 

his family.  He was quite the talker and like to argue 
and debate with his friends and family.  Chuck also 
enjoyed telling stories to his family and friends. 

Survivors include his wife, Cindy Super of Ft. 
Madison, nieces and nephews, Kara Schmidt of 
Colorado, Chad & Trevor Hasbrouk of Ohio, Jason 
Lovullo of Pennsylvania, Renee Edwards of North 
Carolina and Laura Johns of Iowa; one sister, Ashley 
Super of Cedar Rapids.  He was preceded in death by 
his parents and two sisters, Suzanne and Jackie.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  A grave-
side service will be held in Hillcrest Memorial Park 
Cemetery at a later date.  A memorial has been 
established for PAW Animal Shelter or the donor’s 
choice and online condolences may be left at www.
kinglynk.com.

SUPER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

https://completerentalfm.com/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Welcome (back)
We are honored to be joined by Dr. Courtney on June 1, 

after more than three decades of private practice.
Dr. Courtney will be seeing patients at our
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment. Pothitakis 

Dentistrywww.DrMarkDDS.com

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Mueller gets 4 RBI in HTC’s first win

BY PCC STAFF

WEST POINT – Freshman Brooke Mueller helped 
carry the Holy Trinity Catholic girls to their first win of 
the year on Friday with an 11-1 victory over Hillcrest 
Academy.

It was the first varsity win for the Holy Trinity squad 
since 2012, the last year the varsity team had a pro-
gram.

Mueller went 2-for-4 with a double and 4 RBI for 
Holy Trinity to compliment freshman Mary Hellige’s 
three hit, six strikeout performance in her first win of 
the shortened season.

Holy Trinity got on the board in the first and sec-
ond innings going up 3-0. Raquel Schneider opened 
the things with a single on a fly just out of the reach 
of shortstop Norah Yoder. Hillcrest’s Leah Bontrager 
would get the next two Crusaders, but Hellige work a 
two-out walk and Schneider, who stole second, would 
go to third on a wild pitch.

Hellige would steal second, and Schneider would 
come in to score on the play.

Hellige would give a up a single with no outs in the 
top of the second, but HTC would retire the next three 
in order. Freshman Haile Cain would single to start the 
bottom half of the second and Laura Mehmert would 
follow with a single moving Cain to third.

With Mehmert moving to second on a pass, Kelli 
Meierotto would score Cain on a ground out to short, 
and then Schneider would reach on an error at short 
allowing Mehmert to score for a 3-0 lead.

Holy Trinity would give up it’s only run in the top of 
the third. The Ravens’ Esther Hughes reached on an 
infield error and stole second. An error on the play al-
lowed her to move all the way around to score. Hellige 
would then work back-to-back infield ground outs to 

end the inning.
Both team would go scoreless until the bottom of the 

fifth when HTC would put up three more runs.
Anna Sobczak walked and stole second before 

Mueller drove her in on a single to center. Hellige 
would follow up with a single moving Mueller to third 
after stealing second. An error by Hillcrest’s Yanitza 
Guttierez behind the plate allowed Mueller to score. 
Hellige would come in to score after moving up on a 
passed ball and a wild pitch for a 6-1 lead.

After the Ravens’ Sarah Miller doubled to start the 
six, Hellige got two of the next three hitters to strikeout 
and one to foul out to end the inning.

Holy Trinity would put up five more in the sixth to 
invoke the 10-run rule. Meierotto would walk with one 
out and then Schneider would collect her second hit 
of the night to right field to move Meierotto to second. 
Sobczak would wear a pitch to load things up.

Mueller would then double to left clearing the bases. 
Hellige would then pick up Mueller with a triple to 
right for a 10-1 lead. Kayla Box would fly out to center 
for the second out, and then Cain would seal the deal 
with a two-out single to center plating Hellige for the 
win.

Mehmert, Cain, Hellige, and Schneider all had two 
hits for the Crusaders. Cain, Hellige and Meierotto 
each had an RBI to go along with Mueller’s four.

The Crusaders (1-5, 0-5) host Van Buren Monday 
night before they travel to West Burlington on Tuesday, 
and then visit Highland on Thursday.

Hellige shines in three-hit, 
six-strikeout performance

LADY CRUSADERS

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON – The Central Lee girls softball 
team dropped its third game in a row Saturday after a 
two-game sweep at the hands of the Burlington Gray-
hounds at Wagner Field.

The Grayhounds jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the 
fourth inning after the Lady Hawks’ Sophie Turner 
and the Central Lee defense had held Burlington 
check through three. Turner gave up four hits through 
three innings but got out of each inning without sur-
rendering a run.

In the fourth, with two outs, Burlington’s Megan 
Topping singled and Brynn Cassidy walked. Bryanna 
Mehaffy would single to center field loading the bases. 
Burlington starter Adessa Brandenburg would help 
her own cause with a two-run single to center scoring 
Topping and Cassidy.

Brandenburg would get a courtesy runner who 
would swipe second. An error on the play brought 
Mehaffy around the score. Lydia Allen-Barnes would 
then single to left scoring another run for a 4-0 lead.

Central Lee would get one back in top of the fifth. 
Andrea Benner singled to start the inning, but would 
get forced at second on a fielder’s choice off Makayla 
Morrison’s bat. Zoe Eschman would pop out to short 
for the second out.

Macy Watkins would reach on an infield error 
moving Morrison to third. Daly Brisby would work a 
walk to load the bases with two outs. Shanna Buford 
would draw another walk scoring Morrison, but Halo 
Arrowood would line sharply to second to retire the 
side.

Turner would allow just two hits the rest of the way, 
but the Lady Hawks couldn’t get anything going in the 
sixth or seventh for the 4-1 loss.

See LADY HAWKS, page 6

Grayhounds take 
doubleheader 

from Lady Hawks

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.TKEF.org
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
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We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

   The Sonny’s staff sends a heartfelt 
Thank You to our friends, old and new, 
who have supported us during the 
COVID-19 situation. As always, we work 
hard to stay stocked while providing
personal service to our customers.
   Thank you, in advance, for your
continued business during this
crazy time, as well as
after it passes. . .
whenever that
may be.

Dale & Deina

    Merschbrock

I was leaving Iowa 
City, heading south as 
the sun was setting, 
when I saw the ballpark 
lights burning near Lone 
Tree.

Down U.S. 218, the 
lights were on at High-
land High School.

There was something 
comforting about the lights. Something that made it look like a normal 
summer.

Let’s face it — we needed something comforting after all of the social 
distancing in April and May because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The limited baseball and softball season is part of the gradual reopening 
of the state. And the sports world has been watching.

ESPN.com had a story on opening night. Highlights from games have 
been shown on national news shows.

For the most part, the season has gone as planned, even when consider-
ing the negative things that have happened.

Some school districts voted to not have a season. Other districts or 
stadiums have shut down games for a quarantine period because athletes, 
coaches or stadium workers have tested positive for the virus, or have 
been in contact with someone who has the virus. Some conferences have 
limited the number of fans at games. Some games have had to be post-
poned because umpires weren’t available. And there are mixed reviews 
from around the state about how much social distancing is being prac-
ticed at the ballpark.

All of this was expected. The recovery from the coronavirus was not 
going to be smooth.

But schools have done a good job of making sure conditions are as safe 
as possible. And there was no crazy scheduling from coaches trying to 
cram in as many games as possible in the limited time that was available 
for the season.

The IHSAA and IGHSAU put a lot of confidence in school districts to 
do the necessary things to make sure this season would be as safe as it 
could be, and the districts have followed through. In a lot of ways, it was 
going to be an experiment for what can be done in the fall when schools 
reopen.

Many fans haven’t stayed away. Community Field’s parking lot was 
packed with cars on Friday night when Burlington and Notre Dame 
played in baseball.The goal is to get through the state tournaments, to 
crown champions in both sports. Then analyze what worked and what 
didn’t as schools prepare to reopen for the first time since March.

It’s unclear what the fall sports seasons will look like. Will fans at volley-
ball games be required to wear masks, because the matches are indoors? 
Will there be limits on fans for all events? Are there contingencies built 
in if a team can’t play for a couple of weeks because of a positive test or 
exposure to the virus?

This summer may help answer those questions.
For now, the lights are on. And it’s a good sign.
John Bohnenkamp is publisher of Hawkeye Maven and contributing sports 

writer for the Pen City Current. His writings can be found on Facebook at 
Hawkeye Maven or online at www.si.com/college/iowa/

Summer isn’t flawless, 
but the lights are on BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON – Central Lee took advantage of a two-out throwing error to walk 
away with a 2-1 win extra inning affair Thursday night over visiting West Burlington.

In the bottom of the eighth, Tommy Eschman, who had come in to pinch run for 
Luke Simmons and advanced to second on a Adam Boeck’s ground out to 2nd, took 
off for third with two outs and a 1-1 count on Corbin Pohren.

The Falcons’ catcher Brady Diewold threw down to Zach Krantz at third to catch 
Eschman, but the throw sailed into left field allowing Eschman to come home with 
the winning run.

The win keeps Central Lee perfect at 5-0, with a tough test today at 1 p.m. in Don-
nellson against 6-1 Fort Madison.

Dylan Stueker went seven innings for the Hawks striking out 10 Falcons, while 
giving up eight hits and one walk. Evan Pohren came on in the eighth and gave up 
one hit and no runs to get the win.

The Hawks got things going when the Falcons committed three errors in the bot-
tom of the first. TJ Stutes got on when he was hit by Gabe Zurita. An error on Zurita 
allowed Stutes to move to second. Then back-to-back errors by the Falcons’ Hayden 
Vandenberg at third allowed Stutes to come around to score before Simmons would 
strike out swinging.

West Burlington would get the run back in the top of the 2nd. Vandenberg started 
by doubling Boeck’s first pitch to center. Ty Hill would single to left moving Vanden-
berg up, and Krantz would send an RBI single to center scoring Vandenberg with no 
outs.

Stueker would get Diewold to fan, and then Simmons would catch Hill trying to 
swipe second before Riley Ruther would strike out to close out the inning.

The Hawks would have two on with two out in the bottom of the second, but Zu-
rita would get Johnny Snider looking at a third strike to strand Stueker and Corbin 
Pohren.

Both pitchers would breeze through the third inning and Stueker retired the top of 
the fourth in order.

Simmons and Boeck would work a walk to start the bottom half of four. Eschman, 
again in a pinch-runner role, would get thrown out at second for the first out, but 

Hawks hold off Falcons Friday 
night in eight innings

See HAWKS, page 6

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://ESPN.com
http://www.si.com/college/iowa/
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Great Job Opportunities

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

COME GRO 
WITH US!

Apply at
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

Machine Packaging 
Operators

Qualifications:
Minimum 1 year experience

as a machine/production operator in a 
high-speed manufacturing environment

Openings All Shifts
R3559

Starting pay: $18.30/hour

Forklift
Operators

Qualifications:
1-3 years forklift experience,
in a fast-paced environment 

Openings All Shifts
R3561

Starting pay: $21.00/hour

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Falcons’ coach Pat McKasson brought Vandenberg on 
in relief of Zurita. Stueker would stroke a single to left 
moving Boeck to 2nd.

Vandenberg would get Myhre to strike out swinging 
and Pohren to ground out to first to strand Boeck and 
Stueker.

Stueker would get the first two outs in the bottom of 
the fourth, but Caleb Allen and Tate Nelson would both 
single to center. Jace Figuereo singled off Stueker at the 
mound loading the bases, but Zurita would pop out in 
foul territory leaving all three Falcon runners on the 
bases.

Central would put two more on with two outs in the 
bottom of the sixth, but Vandenberg would get Myhre 
swinging again to end the inning.

Stueker would retire the side in the top of the 7th and 
Vandenberg would give up a single to Pohren and a 
walk to Stutes, but would get Jadon Hawk to fly out to 
second to force the extra inning.

Stueker led the Hawks at the plate going 2-2. Corbin 
Pohren and Simmons had the only other hits for Cen-
tral Lee.

Vandenberg led West Burlington (2-3) going 2-4 with 
two doubles and run scored. Hill and Figuereo each 
had two singles for the Falcons. Vandenberg suffered 
the loss on the unearned run giving up three hits and 
five walks against four strikeouts.

HAWKS - Continued from Page 5

Central Lee stays 
perfect at 6-0 with 

win over Falcons

Arrowood, Benner, Turner, Hopp, Morrison and 
Eschman all had hits in the loss. Turner (4-3) went the 
distance surrendering four runs all earned on 10 hits, 
while striking out two in the loss.

Mehaffy led Burlington going 3-4 with a run scored. 
Brandenburg was 2-4 with 2 RBI and went seven 
innings giving up six hits and one run unearned while 
striking out four.

In the second game, the Lady Hawks again squan-

dered in the fourth giving up three runs, in the 5-1 
loss. Carley McGinity laced a two-run single to left 
scoring two with no outs. The other run came on a 
passed ball that allowed McGinity to score.

Central’s run came off a Watkin’s double scoring Zoe 
Eschman in the bottom of the first. Watkins led the 
Hawks at the plate going 2-for-3 with a double and 
the RBI. Buford also went 2-for-3. Eschman and Hopp 
each had a hit for Central Lee.

Hopp (1-1) went six innings giving up five runs, 
three earned on 10 hits, while striking out one.

LADY HAWKS - Continued from Page 5

Fourth inning letdowns give BHS sweep

BY PCC STAFF

WEST BURLINGTON – Central Lee’s Sophie Turner 
and West Burlington freshman Lauren Summers had things 
under control for almost five innings, but West Burlington 
would break out in the bottom of the fifth and pull away for 
a 4-0 shutout Thursday in a Southeast Iowa Superconference 
showdown.

Zoe Eschman started the game with a double to center, but 
she would get stranded as Summers would get the next three 
Lady Hawks to strike out swinging to retire the side.

Reagan Engberg would then start the bottom half with a 
hit to right, but Turner would settle in and get the next three 
outs to sit the Lady Falcons down.

Turner would get right back to it striking out the next two 
Central Lee hitters, before Sophie Turner grounded out to 
end the bottom half of the second.

Central Lee would put two on with one out in the top of 
the third. Makayla Morrison and Eschman would both sin-
gle, but would get stranded when Macy Watkins fouled out 
and Daly Brisby fanned.

Neither team would get much going in the fourth and 
Central Lee was retired in order in the fifth.

Elise Oleson singled and Abby Bence would come in as 
the runner in the bottom half of five. Anna Engberg would 
ground out to Watkins at second moving Bence to second. 
Raven Messamaker reached on a bunt that moved Bence to 
third and then Reagan Engberg would ground out to Turner 
at the mound for the second out with Bence holding at 
third.

Addyson Kellen would then triple to deep center plat-
ing Bence and Messamaker with two outs. An error on an 
infield fly to short allowed Summers to reach and Kellen to 
score. Madelyn Stutsman would fly out to right to kill the 
inning.

The Hawks would finagle a walk in the sixth, but couldn’t 
bring the run around and then the Falcons’ Logan Kelly 
homered to center to set the final score with no outs in the 
top of the 7th.

Summers would get Megan Hopp to pop out to second 
and Turner to ground out to second before Andrea Benner 
fanned to end the game.

Lady Falcons win conference clash

REGISTERED NURSE

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a full-time 
Registered Nurse to work in 
homecare and hospice pro-
grams.  Two years of pre-
vious nursing experience 
preferred.  Current physical 
assessment, strong problem 
solving and high-tech nursing 
skills are required.  Duties 
include: home visits, case 
management in hospice and 
homecare, and community 
health programs in LCHD’s 
service area.  Regular work 
hours are 8am-4:30pm Mon-
day-Friday with assigned 
on-call rotation every 3rd to 
4th weekend and assigned 
evenings during the month. 
LCHD offers a team oriented 
work environment with com-
petitive wages and excellent 
benefits.  Please send re-
sumes to Tammy Wilson at 
twilson@leecountyhd.org or 
to LCHD, PO Box 1426, Fort 
Madison, IA 52627 by July 3, 
2020.  LCHD is an EOE.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

HELP
WANTED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Place your ad
online 24/7

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:twilson@leecountyhd.org
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

YOUR
AD

HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

FMHS senior Gracie Gobble, a co-student body president, 
said 2020 was a year of loss for many that touched the lives of 
the student body.

“This has been a season of terrible losses. People have lost 
their lives and family members. Others have lost their jobs, 
their savings and plans for the future, Gobble said.

“Many of us I know have suffered these things, too.”
She said it may have seemed foolish to feel sad about poten-

tially losing a graduation ceremony.
“But I disagree,” she said.
“For decades students have walked across this stage, shaken 

their principal’s hand, and moved their tassle to other side of 
their cap.”

She said the coronavirus changed the way we live and on 
the evening of March 15, a senior weekend, turned into a 
four-week weekend. On April 17, “the truth set in” that they 
wouldn’t be finishing their senior year.

“We never got to say goodbye and thank our favorite teach-
ers. We did not have that final assembly where we stood in the 
middle of the gym to sing, “School’s Out,” she said.

“Fortunately, we were able to come together once last time, 
and that makes this even more meaningful to be standing 
delivering this speech to you today.”

Jada Sheppard told her fellow classmates she was proud of 
each and every one of them. And, specifically this year, they 
shouldn’t take anything for granted.

Central Lee High School Principal Nicole Herdrich called 
the Hawks commencement a “slightly different, yet very spe-
cial graduation ceremony”.

“The last few months have been very different, to say the 
least, and difficult. But it is my sincere hope the graduates and 
their families have felt both loved and supported by the Cen-
tral Lee Community School District,” Herdrich said.

She said despite the success of the simulated graduation cer-

emony, a move that both Central Lee and FMHS participated 
in due to the uncertainty of an in-person commencement, the 
traditional ceremony helped put a final touch on the year.

“We are here together to help celebrate your high school 
graduation. I’m so happy, and to be honest, very relieved, that 
we were able to hold this live graduation ceremony, because 
I don’t like to take back promises to some of my favorite peo-
ple,” she said.

The Class of 2020 was in first grade with Herdrich through 
fifth grade. Then four years ago she assumed a leadership role 
again with the students when they entered the high school.

Herdrich compared the students to the Iowa native geodes, 
which are tough and rugged on the outside, but sparkle on the 

inside.
“Live your passion and share your interests. Value relation-

ships, communicate openly and be committed. Most of all 
love… and be loved,” Herdrich said.

Vanessa Hupp said adversity was one of the final lessons 
these seniors will take from high school.

“We’ve been able to adapt and overcome adversity like no 
other graduating class,” Hupp said.

“I don’t think that great things come from playing it safe,” 
Hupp said. “You have to take risks and put yourself out there 
into the unknown. In any given moment we have two options 
– to step forward into growth or step back into safety. Gradua-
tion isn’t the end, it’s the beginning.”

Central Lee seniors sit socially distanced as Principal Nicole Herdrich addresses them prior 
to getting diplomas from the Central Lee Community School District school board on Sunday 
afternoon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Crazy final school year wraps for 2020 seniors
GRADS - Continued from Page 1

Bobby because he didn’t think he could keep up with the 
rigors of Iowa State’s basketball program and the require-
ments of his studies. Besides, he met Hope, who was also 
in landscape architecture, and would eventually be his 
wife. (He made the shot—he had Hope!)

Upon graduation, Bobby and Hope were off to Chi-
cago, where they would hook up with an international 
company that sent them to Morocco. Their intention 
was to oversee the management and design of properties 
that were being developed there. However, the business 
collapsed, and they were halfway around the world with 
no job. (Ding! The ball goes shooting off to the side.) But 
Bobby was playing pick-up basketball. To make a long 
story short, Bobby wound up playing professional basket-
ball in Morocco for three years. “Why not do something 

you’re good at and you enjoy!” (Ding!) They had three 
children.

They came back to the states and Bobby was an assis-
tant basketball coach at Central College in Pella before 
they took off for Cyprus where they joined the compa-
ny they work for now: Global Sports Partners (GSP). 
While in the US he also picked up his Master’s degree in 
Coaching and Athletic Administration from Concordia 
University at Irvine, California. GSP organizes sports 
development projects all over the world. At the last count, 
they’re in 22 different countries doing everything from 
soccer, to American football, baseball, basketball and 
adaptive sports. They teach life as well. Sports has the 
ability to break down barriers, whether it’s cultural, racial, 
political or ethnic. GSP’s three driving principles are (1) 
Improving Performance, (2) Increasing Participation, and 
(3) Inspiring Purpose. Bobby Quayle is in his element. 

He has a passion for teaching the game of basketball and 
mentoring coaches to see the opportunities that the game 
has in teaching character. Bobby believes and lives a quote 
attributed to John Wooden and others that, “Basketball is 
about more than basketball.”

Bobby’s father recently passed away, and Bobby came 
home from Cyprus just in time to see his father before he 
passed away. He’s helping his mother get things in order 
and will be in Mt. Pleasant until mid July. If you want a 
little pick-up game of basketball or just to catch up, his 
email address is coachbobbyq@gmail.com. Bobby can 
play either center or power forward, but prefers power 
forward – where he has more vision.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm at 319-
217-0526, email him a curtswarm@yahoo.com or visit his 
website at www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.
com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Quayle’s career path bringing sports to underserved countries 

https://www.leecountybank.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
mailto:coachbobbyq@gmail.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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