
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital officials are keeping num-
bers on local coronavirus testing close to the 
vest, but said the health system is close to 
sending tests daily to the State Hygienic Lab.

Shelby Burchett, FMCH CEO said 
Monday the hospital is closely following 
guidelines set up by the Iowa Department 
of Public Health and Centers of Disease 
Control for testing criteria.

Burchett said she was not 
comfortable talking specific 
testing numbers because 
the numbers were small, 
but said the intent of the re-
stricted testing is important 
for people to understand.

“We don’t know a great 
deal about this. We’re learning about the 
sequela (the condition resulting from a 
disease) of it, and the most important 
information we’re getting is that those tests 
are critical for the sickest patients,” Burchett 
said.

Burchett said getting a test just because 
you want to know won’t change anything 
unless you are critically ill. Even a con-
firmed positive in most cases won’t change 
the treatment that screeners and doctors are 
recommending.

“If people just want to know if they have 
it, it’s not going to change the treatment 
plan. What we know about the criteria is 

that they are targeted at the sickest patients 
and the most vulnerable.”

According to IDPH and CDC data, most 
people who contract the coronavirus will 
experience mild symptoms. The most recent 
date provided Tuesday by the state indicates 
that 93% of those tested are negative.

As of Tuesday afternoon 497 positives 
have been confirmed in the state and of 
those 268 didn’t require hospitalization, 61 
are hospitalized, 33 have been discharged 
and are recovering and 7 have died. There 

have been 7,385 tests as of Tuesday after-
noon, which means less than 1% to date in 
Iowa have required hospitalization.

But Burchett said the hospital sends all 
tests to the state lab which is a one- or two-
day process and then results are determined 
there. But she said the Great River Health 
System is now couriering their own tests to 
the lab, which she hopes saves some time.

“As a health system we’re getting pretty 
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FMCH CEO: Testing reflects resources
BURCHETT:  Health system getting close to running tests to state lab daily

Keefe looks to 
unseat Fedler 
in 1st district

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Governor says she regularly asks for more testing kits

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON – Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds told reporters Tuesday that 
she’s continuing to ask the Trump 
Administration for additional testing 
supplies.

During what’s become a regular Face-
book press conference, Reynolds said 
in response to a pool reporters question 
about the number of tests going on and 
what she perceives as adequate, the 
governor said she’s made calls to Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s staff 
asking for more tests.

Currently the Iowa State 
Hygenic Lab has 1,761 tests 
on hand.

On Tuesday, the The 
Iowa Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) was 

notified of 73 additional positive cases 
of Iowans with COVID-19, for a total of 
497 positives. One death was reported 
in Muscatine County, a middle-aged 
(41-60) resident. There have been a total 
of 6,888 negative tests to date, which 

includes testing reported by the State 
Hygienic Lab and other labs.

As of Monday night 61 patients have 
been hospitalized as of Monday night, 
and the state has seen seven deaths from 
the illness.

Reynolds said the state has been very 
aggressive in messaging and said parents 
need to help make sure children playing 
outside are adhering to the social dis-
tancing guidelines.

“C’mon parents, get out there and help 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Tony Keefe and Ron Fedler 
are both seeking the 1st district Lee County 
supervisor seat, but they both will have to do it 
practically from home.

With self-distancing in place and the future 
unknown, the campaign for the incumbent 
Keefe, and two-term veteran 
Fedler will not be waged out in 
the public.

Keefe is a full-time Lee 
County dispatcher who moved 
to the area about nine years 
ago. Fedler is a former Iowa 
State Penitentiary guard and 
area businessman seeking his 
third term on the county board.

Keefe said he had thoughts of running in 
2016 but pulled out due to a family health 
scare. He said Fedler had indicated he wouldn’t 
be running again this time, so put a plan in 
place to run for Fedler’s seat.

“Ron announced during his 
2016 campaign that he was 
done so that’s when I made a 
decision to run this go round. 
I put a lot of leg work into 
starting a campaign clear back 
before he announced in Au-
gust,” Keefe said.

“I felt an obligation to district one that has 
supported me. They encouraged me to stay on 
and run. Everyone was under the impression 
he was going to hang it up, and I already made 
that commitment. Win or lose, it’s important 
to try.”

Fedler said continuing to run is all based on 
health and right now, despite a hip replacement 

Courtesy photo

Taylor Freitag of Fort Madison, works on protective masks this week 
as part of a volunteer effort to help offset shortages at area health 
care facilities, including FMCH.

See FMCH, page 3

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 01 Apr.......................................................Clear Skies, 53.3º F/ 48.5º F
THU 02 Apr..........................................................Overcast, 63.4º F/ 56.8º F
FRI 03 Apr.........................................................Heavy Rain, 59.3º F/ 38.7º F

BURCHETT

See COVID, page 2

REYNOLDS

FEDLER

KEEFE

See PRIMARY, page 4

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/30.......................................... 2 22 29 36 40, Lucky Ball: 18
PICK 3 03/30 MIDDAY...................................................................................... 1 1 0
PICK 3 03/30 EVENING................................................................................... 3 3 7
PICK 4 03/30 MIDDAY.................................................................................. 2 9 7 3
PICK 4 03/30 EVENING................................................................................4 7 6 9

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org


2 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, April 1, 2020

Lee County News/From the Front

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Officials push mail-in ballots

me get those kids mind-
ing,” she quipped. “You 
can still go outside, but 
be smart and when going 
outside practice social 
distancing… You can go 
outside for a walk and be 
active, you just have to 
practice social distanc-
ing and don’t gather in 
groups.”

Reynolds also said with 
Iowa expecting a peak in 
cases to take place in the 
next 14-20 days, Iowa is 
projected to be in decent 
shape for regular hospital 
beds, but may be short in 
other facets of admitted 
health care.

“We have 118 hospitals 
across the state. Right 
now they’ve been able to 
identify 1,500 ventilators, 
and 12,000 beds with staff 
for 9,000,” she said. “We 
only have about 600 ICU 
beds and we have some 
non-adult beds we could 
possibly utilize.”

Regarding economic 
relief efforts, Reynolds 
said she’s allocated about 
$2 million of a $20 million 
authorization on small 
business programs, but 

she is anticipating putting 
more money toward that 
grant program and will 
look at other allocations 
after the state takes a closer 
look at the federal CARES 
Act.

According to IDPH, the 
locations and age ranges of 
the 73 individuals include 
that tested positive in 
Tuesday’s update include:

Black Hawk County, 1 
middle-age adult (41-60 
years)

Cedar County, 1 middle 
age adult (41-60 years)

Clay County, 1 adult 
(18-40 years)

Clinton County, 2 
middle-age adults (41-60 
years), 1 older adult (61-80 
years)

Dallas County, 4 adults 
(18-40 years)

Harrison County, 1 mid-
dle age adult (41-60 years)

Iowa County, 1 mid-
dle-age adult (41-60 years)

Jasper County, 1 elderly 
adult (81+)

Johnson County, 2 adults 
(18-40 years), 1 middle-age 
(41-60 years)

Jones County, 2 adults 
(18-40 years), 1 middle age 
(41-60 years)

Keokuk County, 1 adult 
(18-40 years)

Linn County, 3 adults 
(18-40 years), 7 middle 
age adults (41-60 years), 7 
older adults (61-80 years), 
2 elderly (81+)

Marshall County, 1 adult 
(18-40 years), 1 older adult 
(61-80 years)

Muscatine County, 2 
middle-age (41-60 years), 
1 older adult (61-80 years)

Polk County, 1 child (0-
17), 5 adults (18-40 years), 
3 middle age adults (41-60 
years), 4 older adult (61-80 
years), 2 elderly (81+)

Pottawattamie County, 1 
middle-age (41-60 years)

Scott County, 2 mid-
dle-age (41-60 years)

Sioux County, 1 middle 
age adult (41-60 years), 1 
older adult (61-80 years)

Tama County, 1 adult 
(18-40 years)

Warren County, 2 mid-
dle-age (41-60 years)

Washington County, 
3 adults (18-40 years), 2 
older adults (61-80 years), 
1 elderly (81+)

A status report of 
monitoring and testing 
of COVID19 in Iowa is 
provided by IDPH and 
can be found here. In 
addition, a public hotline 
has been established for 
Iowans with questions 
about COVID-19. The line 
is available 24/7 by calling 
2-1-1 or 1-800-244-7431. 
The state of Iowa has start-
ed sharing the number of 
negative tests conducted at 
outside labs, and is provid-
ing additional information 
on the conditions of those 
infected with COVID-19. 

State virus death toll stands at 7
COVID - Continued from Page 1BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Lee County officials are 
asking residents to strongly consider voting 
by mail for the June 2 primary election.

According to Lee County Auditor Denise 
Fraise, the county has reduced polling loca-
tions to just three for the primary election to 
help combat the spread of the coronavirus in 
the county.

The move had to be done at this point, be-
cause ballots had to be printed and machines 
had to be calibrated. Fraise said at Tuesday’s 
regular meeting of the Lee County Board of 
Supervisors that she had to make a decision 
this week.

“We didn’t come to this decision lightly. 
We’ve been thinking about this quite a bit,” 
Fraise said. “We’re encouraging voting by 
mail, but we’re doing a lot of things we hav-
en’t done before. This was not mandated by 
state, this was my decision.”

Fraise said Fort Madison will be voting at 
the former Iowa Workforce Development 
office at the North Lee County Office build-
ing. Keokuk will be voting at the South Lee 
County Courthouse, and all other precincts 
will be voting in Donnellson at the Commu-
nity Room. Fraise said Montrose voters have 
also been moved to the Donnellson location.

Supervisor Gary Folluo said he’s received 
several calls from constituents who are afraid 
the move will amount to voter suppression, 
as well as safety of the voters, but said he 
supported Fraise’s move to reduce the voting 
locations.

“I also promoted mailing ballots in early 

voting. I encourage everyone to do as much 
of that as you can,” Folluo said. “We don’t 
know how long this will go on, so please 
request a ballot and vote from the comfort of 
your home.”

Supervisor Matt Pflug said he had taken 
calls from people concerned about a possible 
bottleneck of voters at South Lee County 
Courthouse, but he too fully supported 
Fraise’s decision.

Fraise said voter turnout for primary elec-
tions in the county has been low.

“Turnout is very low 11% and 9% last two 
years. If there was a general election, and 
God forbid we are doing this in November, 
we would have to do something different. 
But I’m also encouraging everyone to vote by 
mail,” she said.

Absentee ballots can be requested by con-
tacting the Lee County Auditor’s office or by 
visiting the Iowa Secretary of State’s office at 
the following link: https://sos.iowa.gov/elec-
tions/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html

The first day of early voting has been 
moved back by Iowa Secretary of State Paul 
Pate to 40 days instead of the regular 29 days 
to allow for more mailing of ballots while 
self-distancing orders are still in place.

Fraise said all active registered voters will 
be sent a notice to request an absentee ballot 
for early voting.

In an unrelated issue, Lee County Engi-
neer Ben Hull told the board the county had 
been approved for $174,000 in traffic control 
upgrades for 15 intersections in the county. 
The money is a reimbursable grant at 100% 
to put in additional stop signs, rumble strips 
and solar-powered beacons.

http://www.smclrr.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html
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20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

close to running every day,” Burchett said.
“We have the materials to do the testing, and capacity to 

run several tests but are being very responsible to the guide-
lines of IDPH to test the sickest and most vulnerable first.”

With resources being strained at the outset for testing, Bur-
chett said the state is doing the best they can and taking the 
right steps as more is learned about the disease. The gradual 
ramping up of testing allowed the state to see what’s happen-
ing across the country and what health care officials were 
learning, all while best using the resources at hand.

“I think the approach was a good one based on the resourc-
es available. This is all brand new to us and, as you could 
imagine, the testing took a while to ramp up,” she said.

“The guidelines have been responsive to the resources 
available. They’ve broadened in accordance with that, but the 
restriction was good at the outset.”

To reassure people in the area, Burchett reiterated that the 
majority of people who contract the virus will have a mild form 
and are usually able to recover fine at home with a fever and 
cough being the prevalent symptoms. But she said it’s impera-
tive that anyone feeling ill with those symptoms should self-iso-
late and not just at home, but away from others in the home.

“If they do start experiencing worsening of symptoms they 
can always call their doctor, and if they feel they are getting 
an emergent situation our ER is always here ready to assist,” 
she said.

“I would add that if they are able, make a call to provide us 
with some advanced notice. We do have screeners and we can 
provide them with a mask to protect others.”

The hospital does have a respiratory center set up to triage 
those that present with possible coronavirus symptoms.

Looking forward Burchett said the health system and 
FMCH will continue to evaluate the information and data 
coming particular to this region in to evaluate services and 
facility readiness and respond accordingly.

“We have, and will continue to tighten the processes in 
place to make sure we are providing the best care while pro-
tecting employees and the general public,” Burchett said.

“We will continue what were currently doing which is 
basically only providing essential services at this point for 
the most part. We will continue to do that until we feel the 
current concerns or threat are under control before we would 
look at opening things back up.”

She said the facility is not currently experiencing a critical 
shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE), but a daily 
inventory is taking place as supplies are being used as part 
of the screening process and for patients currently under 
investigation.

“We’re keeping a very close eye on those.”
The hospital has received several hundred homemade 

masks, but have also received other PPE donations from area 
dentists, industries and businesses.

Burchett said the hospital’s plan for the homemade masks 
are to use them when the other supplies have been depleted 
as a back-up. She said the masks have to be laundered and 
are stored in a clean area waiting for use. She said they will be 
used as single-use and not rewashed.

Angie Budnik, the hospital’s community relations director, 
said the hospital has hundreds of the masks and about 50 vol-
unteers are on a list to make the masks. She said she envisions 
having close to 1,000 on hand as need rises.

Taylor Freitag, one of the volunteers, started making masks 
on March 21, not only for the hospital, but has also made 
more than a hundred for the Lee County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment and Fort Madison Police Department with a team of 
about five others who helped prep fabric.

Freitag said the hospital recently changed the specifications 
for the masks and it has made sewing the homemade masks 
a bit more difficult with the materials that need changed, but 
she’s working on trying to secure the materials to keep going.

“It kind of went crazy. I had seen an article on social media 
that Cedar Rapids UnityPoint was wanting masks and I 
followed some sewing posts that referenced it and I stayed up 
late that night and made a mask,” Freitag said.

“I was wondering if FM was going to need them in town 
so I took a picture and posted it and people started tagging 
people that worked at the hospital. Eric contacted a couple 
people and here we are.”

She said she’s halted making masks for the hospital right 
now after the change in specs, but hopes to pick up again. In 

the meantime she continues to make mask for other groups 
locally and as far away as Quincy. She received an order Tues-
day for 100 more and all are done for a free will donation.

Burchett said the hospital has requested for supplies from 
the national stockpile and they have received some of their 
requests, but not all, as the federal government routes sup-
plies to the hardest hit areas.

Governor Kim Reynolds has stayed away from a shelter-
in-place order for the state, but is instead looking at data 
and metrics on a daily basis. She said she is more inclined to 
do shelters-in-place on a community or county basis based 
on the data. Burchett said she agrees with that process, but 
doesn’t get bogged down in the terminology.

“Regardless of what terminology is used, we are doing 
our absolute best at educating everybody, whether that’s the 
governor, the CDC, news media, to provide everyone with 

the power to keep stay safe and keep it from spreading,” she 
said. “That’s the most important thing, we will continue to 
educate. Regardless of what we call it, staying on top of the 
elements that are critical to prevent the spread of this is what’s 
essential.”

Burchett said she would add that the virus has been a real 
and new challenge for health care and the hospital adminis-
tration appreciates all the support, prayers and donations that 
have come their way.

“Those mean a lot. We’re having stressful days, long days 
and long weeks and that makes us feel supported as a com-
munity hospital.”

Budnik said the hospital is doing everything it can to be 
ahead of the virus and the changes it brings on a daily basis.

“We have a great leadership team here that pushes initia-
tives to keep everyone safe,” Budnik said.

FMCH - Continued from Page 1

Local hospital monitoring PPE supplies closely

http://www.grrwa.com
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

PEN CITY CURRENT
CLASSIFIEDS

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

A Message From Sonny’s Super Market

319.837.6126 
327 5th Street, West Point, IA

A Message to Our Community:

Whether you believe in the true threat of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus); fact is that there is real fear.

Sonny’s Super Market (Sonny’s Super Market) is 
OPEN and will continue to maintain standard sani-
tary procedures, as well as be proactive in the check-
out and meat department areas. Additional action 
will be taken to wipe down surfaces touched regular-
ly by our customers.

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up 
for orders over $20. Orders can be placed via phone 
(319-837-6126), email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.
com) or Facebook messanger (@sonnyssupermarket). 

Immediate reaction to Social Media is not 
guaranteed.

THANK YOU for continued support of local, 
independent businesses. Stay well.

Dale & Deina Merschbrock

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

just three weeks ago, he said he feels really good and wants to 
continue to work for the people of the 1st district.

“Right now my health is really good and I have a lot to 
contribute to the people of Lee County and the 1st district,” 
he said. “Being retired I can work a lot of hours that are just 
devoted to doing this. It’s very difficult to have a full-time job 
and do this because you just don’t do justice for the people of 
Lee County.”

The first district is the only district that doesn’t include part 
of the county’s two major cities, Fort Madison and Keokuk. 
Fedler said it’s important that whoever is in that seat be repre-
senting the rural parts of the county.

Keefe lives in Donnellson with his wife and two children. He 
said he got his interest in politics after working for the former 
KOKX radio station in Keokuk covering local politics.

“I was introduced to the political world by attending meet-
ings of city councils and supervisors. That’s where I got into 
politics on a local level. It took a couple years to pull the trigger 
obviously,” he said.

After stints in retail, Keefe said he was trying to find some-
thing more meaningful and ended up as a dispatcher with 
LeeComm and has been doing that for six years.

“I absolutely love it. I get to see both sides of public safety, 
the front lines with first responders and also the victims of 
crimes and medical emergencies,” he said. “I see a little bit of 

everything.”
Keefe also sits on the Lee County Democrats central com-

mittee and has been involved with a couple national cam-
paigns.

“I really enjoy politics and I like being able to help people 
out. I love sitting and talking with people and trying to come 
up with solutions to problems,” he said. “I do that a lot at work 
and it seems like a natural progression to think outside the box 
and help those in need.”

He said he feels the county is in good shape, despite the 
cloud of the coronavirus and the current funding crisis for Lee 
County Emergency Medical Services, the county’s ambulance 
provider.

The ambulance service issue is going to take some time and 
energy from supervisors even before the primary and general 
elections.

“Lee County residents have to have a way to get to the hospi-
tal. This has to be a priority as we go forward,” Keefe said.

But he would also like to be a part of getting people in the 
county back to work in general terms, whether that means con-
tinuing to work on bringing more jobs to the area, or getting 
people to take the jobs are that here now.

“The fertilizer plant was a big project that brought a lot of 
people in town and put money into our economy, but need to 
look at our business and Lee County Economic Development 
Group to reach out and find out what is good for Lee County,” 
Keefe said. “We have a lot of agriculture and the fertilizer plant 
was a good fit, but what else.”

Keefe said the thinks the current board is performing well, 
and is being as transparent as they can about funding and 
budget woes, but said a new face would bring energy back to 
the supervisors.

He believes the sheriff ’s department needs additional man-
power and the county has to find additional funding internally 
or through grants to get more deputies on the streets. Keefe 
said he would also like to see the county focus more on its 
public libraries as a resource to all county residents.

Keefe’s campaign has set up a website at www.tonykeefe.com 
and a facebook page for campaign information at https://www.
facebook.com/TonyKeefeSupervisor/

Fedler said he wants to continue to be a part of the economic 
growth of Lee County that has been a part of his last two terms.

“Even though this virus has hit us, I really do see a bright fu-
ture for Lee County and more potential, and I want to be there 
another four years and make sure we live up to that potential,” 
Fedler said.

Fedler puts a lot of the budgetary pressures the county is 
feeling at the feet of the state government. He said mandates, 
such as mental health, that are shredding county budgets, are 
pumping up the state’s budget and that can’t continue.

“I would love to see the state take back responsibility they 
used to have when it comes to mental health,” he said.

“We’ve had $1.4 million in mental health costs in mandates 
from the state. That’s a lot of money to come up with when the 
county has a $30 million budget and the state has a $7 billion 
budget. I say let us run the county, and you can run the state. 
That issue has bothered me for eight years now.”

Fedler said the county is being tested right now with the 
virus and the lock-downs. Supervisors locked down county 
buildings with the exception of court services, three weeks ago 
for four weeks. The end to that resolution comes next Tuesday.

He said department heads’ performance during this crisis is 
a reflection of how well the county is running.

“People think we’re just at home, but a lot of these people 
are putting in more than full days from home and are keeping 
things running as best as they can,” he said.

“I’m pretty happy with the group we’ve got running things 
right now. They are under a tremendous amount of stress be-
cause people can’t get into the building with this virus spread-
ing like wildfire.”

Fedler, a West Point resident, said the county has to get 
through the ambulance crisis and the constraints of the virus 
and then get back to pursuing additional economic growth.

“There’s absolutely no way I’ll let Lee county residents go 
without ambulance service. We’ll get something done.”

The recent announcement of ConAgra’s $35 million expan-
sion, which includes 91 new jobs, is the kind of growth he 
wants to continue to pursue over the next four years.

I wanna see jobs coming that are good paying with what I 
call livable wage, not a minimum wage job where people can’t 
even survive,” he said.

Fedler feels Lee County isn’t in as bad of financial shape as 
others and has weathered the financial pinch from the state as 
well as any.

PRIMARY - Continued from Page 1

Fedler, Keefe both look to economic growth 
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Classifieds

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com • Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today at 319.371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

319.371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
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schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
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