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Pollmiller beach to open
NO CHARGE:  Conservation board votes to make beach open to public at no cost

County to 
roll out soft 
openings

SUPERVISORS

Old bank 
getting a 
grooming

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – Area residents will have access to the Poll-
miller Beach at Pollmiller Park at no charge this year.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Lee County Conserva-
tion Board, the board discussed Pollmiller Park operations 
going forward in the hopeful wake of the coronavirus and 
COVID-19 illness.

The board approved opening the beach from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and moving from five days a week to seven days a week 
starting Friday at the latest, according to Lee County Conser-
vation Director Nathan Unsworth.

Several residents encouraged the Lee County Conservation 
District to open the Pollmiller Park beach as the state con-
tinues to reopen sectors of the state’s economy on a limited 
basis.

Ashley Grinnell said her family has camped at Pollmiller 
the last couple years every weekend.

 “The beach is something we utilize every day especially 
during the hot weather. I think just having it at the discretion 
of the parent and knowing social distancing is important,” 
Grinnell said. 

Several other residents on the teleconference meeting said 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – One of the joys 
of pedaling around the city is that it 
brings a different view of what else is 
going on that you normally don’t see on 
the main drags.

Sunday turned up four people work-
ing on the old drive-up bank building 
at the corner of 11th and Avenue G.

The building has been standing 
vacant since the early 90s, but now is 
getting a new pitched roof, some paint 
and a new life.

Micah Stewart, who recently moved 
back to the area from Springfield, 
Illinois was mowing the lawn Sunday 
afternoon, in anticipation of open-
ing Cruiser’s Pet Grooming later this 
month, or in early July.

 “It’s going to be more of a one-man 
grooming salon. We’re going to start 
very simple, slow, and then hopefully it 
will grow and we’ll be able to do more 
things. But we’re just being cautious 
right now,” Stewart said.

Cruiser’s can be reached by email at 
CruisersPG@gmail.com or on Face-
book at facebook.com/cruiserspg for 
more information.

Stewart moved back to the area from 
Springfield, Illinois after the corona-
virus shuttered his previous job at a 
veterinary clinic.

“With the whole virus thing, dog 
grooming wasn’t considered essential 
business so I just decided to move 
everything under one roof. They had 
bought this building for a different rea-
son, a BBQ or something, and it wasn’t 

working out. I always wanted to open 
my own dog grooming business, so we 
thought this might work.”

The building is a former drive up 
facility for Iowa State Bank, and then 
State Central Bank before it was vacat-
ed. Stewart says the building is still very 
strong considering what it was built for. 
But he said the roof was a main concern 
and had some leaks.

On Sunday, a contractor was putting 
up prefabricated roof beams and in-

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – County residents will 
be allowed back into county offices starting 
Monday, but by appointment only.

And you have to wear a mask.
At the regular Lee County Board of 

Supervisor’s meeting Tuesday, the board 
voted 5-0 to reopen county buildings June 
15, but only with an appointment. Doors 
will remain locked and those with appoint-
ments will be allowed in if wearing a face 
covering.

Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise said 
all department heads had agreed that it was 
time to try the soft opening as state officials 
have reopened most sectors of the state 
economy on a limited basis.

“We’re not going to just open the doors to 
let people flood in,” Fraise said. “This will 
be by appointment only. I would think they 
may even appreciate that rather than sitting 
here for two hours.”

County Treasurer Chris Spann said the 
Iowa Department of Transportation is 
suggesting that all counties conduct driver’s 
license business by appointment from now 
on.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked how long the 
county should run by appointment only.

Fraise said it was difficult to predict and 
left the conversation open ended.

“I have no idea. Who knows. Who knows 
how long this COVID-19 will be around.”

In an unrelated issue, supervisors voted 
5-0 to continue discussing taking over 
countywide ambulance service, while 
awaiting approval from Lee County EMS 
Ambulance on a one-year proposed con-
tract.

The county is offering $900,000 for a 
year-long extension of the service with Lee 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Micah Stewart works the lawn mower as work is being done on the 
former bank building at 11th and Avenue G. Stewart is transform-
ing the building into a pet grooming business called Cruiser’s Pet 
Grooming with an opening set for late June or July.

See PARK, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 10 Jun .........................................................Light Rain, 65.8º F/ 59.1º F
THU 11 Jun ..................................................Clear & Sunny, 75.0º F/ 60.6º F
FRI 12 Jun .....................................................Clear & Sunny, 76.9º F/ 62.1º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 06/08 ..........................................26 29 31 34 40, Lucky Ball: 1
PICK 3 06/08 MIDDAY ....................................................................................3 6 8
PICK 3 06/08 EVENING ...................................................................................7 7 2
PICK 4 06/08 MIDDAY ................................................................................ 4 4 3 5
PICK 4 06/08 EVENING ...............................................................................6 1 2 9

SPRUCING UP

See GROOMER, page 4

Buildings to remain 
closed, but officials to 
serve by appointment

See AMBULANCE, page 5
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Be Sure.
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Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

06/08/20 – 11:29 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jere-
my Christopher Gillette, 19, of 
Fort Madison, in the 1200 block 
of Avenue H, on a warrants 
for probation violation and 
failure to appear and charges 
of possession of a marijuana, 
prescription medications and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/08/20 – 12:52 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 600 block of Avenue E.
06/08/20 – 8:00 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited and 
released Javen Peterman, 
20, of Fort Madison at the 
police station on a charge of 
driving while license revoked.
06/08/20 – 8:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited and 

released Thomas Ruble, 
53, of Fort Madison at the 
police station on a charge 
of driving while barred.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

06/07/20 – 2:40 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in the 1900 block of 
Hwy 2. According to reports two 
motorcycles were passing a 
passenger vehicle east bound. 
One motorcycle driven by Ra-
chel Ruth Sugars slowed down 
during the pass. The other mo-
torcycle driven by Robert Alan 
Stansbery, 42, of Fort Madison 
locked up his breaks forcing 
him to lay the cycle down on 
the highway with a passenger, 
Racheal Lynn Stansbery . Both 
Stansbery’s were transported to 
Fort Madison Community Hos-
pital with non-life threatening 

injuries. Stansbery was cited 
for failure to maintain control.
06/08/20 – 3:24 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Randy Ray Sim-
mons, 59, of Judsonia, Ark., 
at the sheriff’s office on a 
charge of being a fugitive from 
justice. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/08/20 – 8:52 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested David Christopher 
Dean, 28, of Palmyra, Ill., at 
the Hancock County Jail and a 
warrant for violation of proba-
tion. He was held in custody.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

06/08/20 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls.

FM library kicks off 
Summer Reading 

BY SARA CLENDINENG
Fort Madison Public Library

FORT MADISON – It’s June, the 
temperature has crept into the upper 
80s and lawns need to be mowed 
weekly which also means it’s time for 
Summer Reading at the Fort Madi-
son Public Library. We have a lot of 
in-person and online activities to of-
fer this summer. Not to mention, the 
opportunity to win prizes for doing 
something you would probably be 
doing anyway – READING! We will 
be providing weekly bookmarks with 
specific details of upcoming events 
at the library, as well as posting these 
on our Facebook page.

We plan to have weekly events 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. On 
Tuesday morning at 10am, we will 
be showing a weekly movie, with 
popcorn, of course. At 10:30, you can 
begin picking up our weekly Take 
Home Craft. Kits and instructions 
will be available at the library and we 
will be posting an instructional video 
on our Facebook page. Teens may 
want to stop by the library on Tues-
day afternoon between 3:30 and 5:00 
for more involved crafts featuring 
fairy and gnome house, painting and 
creating a world in a jar.

Wednesday morning is for the 
younger kiddos. We will have both 
an online and in-person story hour. 
The 10am online zoom story hour 
does require a specific internet link 
that can be picked up at the library. 
In-person story hour, beginning at 
10:30am, does require pre-registra-
tion, as space is limited.

We have reading prizes for all 
ages. There are board books and 
sippy cups for babies and toddlers. 

For older kids we have dragons, 
wands, slime, unicorns and inflatable 
swords. For adults, we have mermaid 
and shark notepads, color your own 
pencil case/hold-all and, if you com-
plete three reading tickets, a coffee 
coupon. We also have a grand prize 
for the student who reads the most 
minutes this summer, a tie-dye kit 
and 4 passes to the Fox Theater. Stop 
in at the library to sign-up and pick 
up your reading log.

As with most events at this time, 
the activities at the library are sub-
ject to change depending on social 
distancing restrictions that may be 
implemented by the state govern-
ment and the Iowa Department of 
Health. For this reason, rather than 
providing a one page sheet of up-
coming activities, we will have week-
ly bookmarks that can be picked up 
any time after Tuesday at the library. 
These bookmarks will include more 
information about the weekly movie 
and other activities, the link for the 
Zoom story hour and a link to an 
online show provided by Absolute 
Science.

Finally, we are thinking about 
providing an online, creative show 
and tell type of program. If you are 
interested in meeting virtually with 
crafters and makers in the commu-
nity involved in everything from 
baking to sewing to woodwork to 
Legos and beyond, please contact 
Sarah Clendineng to let her know 
and discuss possible days and times.

For additional information or 
questions about anything related 
to the library, contact Sarah Clend-
ineng, (319) 372-5721, SarahClen@
fortmadison.lib.ia.us at the Fort 
Madison Public Library.

https://www.fmchosp.com/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
mailto:SarahClen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us
mailto:SarahClen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us
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From the Front/Obituaries

   The Sonny’s staff sends a heartfelt 
Thank You to our friends, old and new, 
who have supported us during the 
COVID-19 situation. As always, we work 
hard to stay stocked while providing
personal service to our customers.
   Thank you, in advance, for your
continued business during this
crazy time, as well as
after it passes. . .
whenever that
may be.

Dale & Deina

    Merschbrock
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Jacob Sanchez
Diagnosed with autism

Lack of eye contact is a sign of autism.
Learn the others at autismspeaks.org/signs.

OBITUARIES

JULIE L. BYRNE
Julia Louise Byrne, 101, long-time Keokuk resident, passed away Tuesday, June 9, 

2020 at River Hills Village in Keokuk, IA.
She was born on August 19, 1918 in Albia, IA, the third child and first girl to Da-

vid Lee and Sara Belle Allison Bush. At the age of seven she was adopted by Charles 
and Bertha Cox.

On September 27, 1937 Louise was united in marriage to Harold 
“Ray” Byrne in Kahoka, MO. To this union were born two children, 
Sharleen and Marciene. Ray preceded her in death on December 18, 
1977.

Louise was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints and was baptized on October 31, 1927.

She had been employed at Graham/Keokuk Area Hospital in the 
obstetrics department for thirty years.

Louise enjoyed canning, quilting, embroidery and spending time with her family. 
After her retirement she made many mittens and stocking caps for babies which 
were given to the newborns in the hospital. She enjoyed playing solitaire and prob-
ably played over two million games. She also enjoyed working on her family geneal-
ogy.

She is survived by four grandchildren, John Helenthal (Shannon) of Keokuk, 
Julia McDaniel (Ritchie) of Kahoka, Robert Helenthal (Peggy) of Keokuk and Sarah 
Stuecker (Todd) of Quincy, IL, seventeen great-grandchildren and twenty-seven 
great-great-grandchildren and one sister, Regina Severson (Dick) of Fifty Lakes, 
MN.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, two daugh-
ters, Sharleen Marie Byrne and Marciene Louise Dietzman and a great-great-grand-
daughter, Elaine Marie White.

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. Friday at Sunset Memorial Garden in 
Keokuk with Branch President Brian Johnson officiating.

Visitation will be held on Friday from 10 am – 11 am at the Vigen Memorial 
Home in Keokuk with family meeting with friends at that time.

A memorial has been established.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

BYRNE

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

GROOMER - Continued from Page 1

WIU grad opens pet groom 
shop at 11th and G

stalling a new pitched roof on the building, while Stewart’s fiance Madeline Cox and 
her mother repainted the lengthy planter on the properties south side.

While Stewart refreshes the building and fits it for the new venture, he’s working 
on city permits to get the work completed and the new business open.

“I’m hoping to have a soft opening this month yet, and if we can’t get it ready by 
then, we’ll look at something in July,” he said.

Aside from shoring up the roof and sprucing up the property, Stewart said location 
won’t require intense preparation.

“Pet grooming is such a simple business. We’re just leaving it with cement walls 
and cement floors. Painting it up a bit, but the roof is the main concern because it 
was leaking pretty heavily,” he said.

‘It’s essentially a bomb shelter the way it was built. It used to be a bank so there’s no 
real concern of it caving in or anything. It’s just a matter of finessing it at this point,” 
Stewart said.

His experience in working with animals is curvy tail from a degree in broadcast-
ing from Western Illinois University. With his degree he landed a job at a marketing 
agency doing marketing and front desk operations for a firm that specializes in 
veterinary clinics.

From there he started helping groom the animals and found a passion for working 
with cats and dogs, and decided this would be a good time to start his own business.

He would be the only one staffing the boutique at the outset, but may have family 
helping out a different times.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.fortmadisony.org/summer-camp-2020-is-a-go/
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Business News/From the Front

Welcome (back)
We are honored to be joined by Dr. Courtney

on June 1, after more than
three decades of private practice.

Dr. Courtney will be seeing patients at our
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment.

Pothitakis 
Dentistry

www.DrMarkDDS.com

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991

3
1
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Little Scholars becoming Little Sprouts
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – She wants to the be “the top dog” in 
early childhood education, and she’s got the pedigree 
and passion to make it happen.

Asia Millizer, a former staffer with Head Start out of 
Community Action of Southeast Iowa is the new owner 
of the Little Scholars Preschool in West Point.

She purchased the early education center from Jill 
Kruse in June and is well on her way to reopening the 
business to service families in southeast Iowa.

Millizer was with Head Start for the past five years 
as an instructional coach for all Head Start and Early 
Head Start classrooms in four southeast Iowa counties, 
and said she “absolutely loved it”.

“I’m very passionate about their mission, but it’s 
always been my dream to have my own place and my 
own preschool. When I found out Jill was going to be 
closing I reached out to her… and here we are,” Millizer 
said Tuesday.

Millizer is currently accepting registrations for accep-
tance into the program and is going through the proper 
licensing and Department of Human Services regula-
tions to be able to open in the fall.

In the meantime, she’s offering parents an incen-
tive to check out the new brand. Information on 
registering can be obtained by emailing Millizer at 
littlesproutsam@gmail.com or by calling her at 319-
457-1395.

Anyone registering before July 1 will have all registra-
tion fees waived and receive a 5% discount on the first 
three months of tuition. Anyone registering by Aug. 1 
will still get the waived registration fees.

The school is located at 311 Avenue D in West Point 
and has been knows as the Little Scholars Preschool 
for about 15 years. Millizer is changing the name per 
a recommendation from DHS to avoid any overlaps. 
When the school opens in the fall it will be called Little 
Sprouts Preschool.

Millizer said the name is similar because she wants 
people to know that Little Scholars was a high quality 
early education program, and she plans on continuing 
that tradition in a county where high quality child care 
is in demand

“Lee County has a real need for child care and quality 
programming and Little Scholars has a history of pro-
viding that,” she said. 

“I looked at other options and nothing really struck 
me as something I wanted to take a chance with, but 
Little Scholars came along and it seemed like a good fit. 
We’re very excited.”

She said Kruse and her staff have been wonderful in 
the transition and she couldn’t imagine the transition 
without their help.

“They’ve been absolutely wonderful to work with. 
They’ve been readily available and helped with commu-
nication between families and myself.”

Millizer said she has already been looking for asso-

ciates to hire to keep the ratio of staff to students very 
small.

“We will follow DHS licensing guidelines for class-
room ratios. We’re probably going to hire two associ-
ates no matter what, just because smaller ratios are are 
always better,” she said.

Kruse was forced to close the center following the 
governor’s declarations around the coronavirus out-
break. Millizer was then made aware of Kruse’s de-
cision to not reopen the center after 15 years serving 
families in southeast Iowa.

The preschool will be program during the regular 
school year, but Millizer said she is already in the 
process of surveying families to see if there are other 
needs. She said a summer enrichment program is not 
out of the question at this point.

“The sky’s the limit. Lee County has a lot of opportu-
nity and need and spots are filling up. All people need 
to do is contact me through Facebook or my email 
address and I can get them a form,” Millizer said.

“I’m so passionate about early childhood and I’m 
determined to make this a success. Little Scholars has a 
reputation of high quality Montesorri Curriculum and 
other enrichment activities and we’re going to continue 
that. Were gonna be top dogs in early childhood.”

Those interested can reach Millizer at lit-
tlesproutsam@gmail.com or by text at 319-457-1395. 
The Little Scholars Facebook page is still at https://
www.facebook.com/Littlescholarswp/.

Kruse said she was forced to close on Friday the 13th 
of all days in March.

“It was kind of a shock. I still had planned on reopen-
ing even though I knew my lead teacher was going to 
retire,” Kruse said. “But as this COVID hit, I started to 
think maybe this is the time for a new chapter in my 
life and I didn’t know what it would look like in the 
fall.”

Kruse said she applied for state grants for gap fund-
ing, but was declined for any of the state grants and 
didn’t really understand that, but said the decision was 
one she was comfortable with.

She said Millizer contacted her initially through 
Facebook and the two hit it off.

“She’s going to have no problem taking over the 
preschool. It’s a Montesorri based program so she’ll get 
certified for that and should be done by spring.”

County EMS, but the contract contains language that al-
lows the county to purchase the service from the compa-
ny and make it public owned.

Supervisor Chairman Ron Fedler said both the county 
and the ambulance service would provide independent 
appraisers to assess the value of Lee County EMS equip-
ment and facilities in the event the county purchased that 
equipment as part of the take over. But he said there was 
no obligation that would require the county to purchase 
company equipment.

Fraise, County Budget Director Cindy Renstrom, 
Supervisor Rick Larkin, Fedler, and Lee County Attorney 
Ross Braden met with Lee County Ambulance Director 
Bill Young and presented the proposed extension more 
than a week ago.

Fedler said input was also received from Dr. Phillip 
Caropreso of Keokuk, and Bryor McMillen, a county 
volunteer firefighter and reserve sheriff ’s deputy.

“I still haven’t heard back from the ambulance service on 
the proposed contract,” Fedler said. “I’ve been talking with 
Ross and Denise, and I don’t want to wait til the end of the 
month to have that contract done for the next fiscal year.”

The new contract would take effect July 1.
Fedler said it would take six to nine months to get 

everything in order and he didn’t want the county to find 
itself in the same situation it has this year.

Larkin said it was important for all the supervisors to 
be on the same page.

“We wanted to proceed with having a public-owned 
ambulance service… that’s why we’re bringing it forward 
right now,” he said.

In other action, the board:
• voted 5-0, to approved hiring Southeast Iowa Region-

al Planning Commission to handle county floodplain 
administration at a cost of $13,000 per year for the first 
year.

• voted 5-0 to approve a contract for the repair of two 
boilers in the South Lee County Courthouse.

• voted 5-0, to approve new confidentiality and segrega-
tion of duties policies.

• voted 5-0 to accept the canvass of the June 2 primary 
election results.

AMBULANCE - Continued from Page 1

Supervisors push 
public ambulance issue 

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:littlesproutsam@gmail.com
mailto:littlesproutsam@gmail.com
mailto:littlesproutsam@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Littlescholarswp/
https://www.facebook.com/Littlescholarswp/
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Great Job Opportunities

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

COME GRO 
WITH US!

Apply at
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

Machine Packaging 
Operators

Qualifications:
Minimum 1 year experience

as a machine/production operator in a 
high-speed manufacturing environment

Openings All Shifts
R3559

Starting pay: $18.30/hour

Forklift
Operators

Qualifications:
1-3 years forklift experience,
in a fast-paced environment 

Openings All Shifts
R3561

Starting pay: $21.00/hour

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

PRE-K TEACHER
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
System is looking for a quali-
fied Pre-Kindergarten Teach-
er who is ready to make a 
difference with an interactive 
teaching approach that en-
gages early learners.

Requirements

• Excellent understanding 
of the principles of child 
development and pre-kin-
dergarten educational 
methods

• Familiarity with safety and 
sanitation guidelines for 
classrooms

• Excellent communication 
and instructional skills

• Able to understand and 
complete all Iowa DHS 
regulations

• BS/BA in Early Childhood 
Education or relevant field

• Valid Iowa teaching li-
cense

Job Type: Full-time with ben-
efits

Please contact Judi at judi.
d i n w i d d i e @ h o l y t r i n i t y -
schools.org for application 
information.

HOME HEALTH 
AIDE

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a full-time 
Certified Home Health Aide 
to work in the agency’s 
homecare and hospice pro-
grams.  This position re-
quires travel to client homes 
in the agency’s service area.  
Submit either a Letter of In-
terest or Resume to Tammy 
Wilson, Finance Director, at 
LCHD, PO Box 1426, Fort 
Madison, IA 52627 or email 
to twilson@leecountyhd.org 
by June 12, 2020.  LCHD is 
an EOE.

Lee County Iowa
Sheriff’s Office

Law Enforcement
Testing

Saturday, July 11, 2020
9 AM – 12 PM

Lee County Iowa
Sheriff’s Office

    2530 255th Street,
Montrose, Iowa 52639

Applications are available at the Lee County Sheriff’s office 
or on the Lee County website at https://www.leecounty.org/
announcements.htm 

Application to test must be returned to the Lee County Sher-
iff’s office by Thursday, July 2, 2020 at 3:30 PM.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office
C/O Detective Sgt. Clint Wray 

2530 255th Street
Montrose, IA 52639

(319) 372-1152

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
ANNOUNCEMENTSAPARTMENTS

FOR RENT
HELP

WANTED

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
319.371.4125

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

If you love them enough 
 to sit through their 
favorite movies,
then surely you’ll check
to make sure they’re 
in the right car seat.

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:twilson@leecountyhd.org
https://www.leecounty.org/announcements.htm
https://www.leecounty.org/announcements.htm
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
http://NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
encourages you to wear glovesgloves  when moving bins 

for residential trash pick-up.

Those workers can touch

over 2000 bins a day

before even touching your bin. 

Don’t forget to wash your hands 

after bringing in your bin!!

Do Your Part!Do Your Part!

they too favored having 
the beach open under the 
discretion of parents.

Unsworth said it’s 
important to look at the 
Pollmiller Park operations 
for a standpoint of public 
safety and not just finan-
cially.

The district would 
normally charge $1 per 
person to use the beach 
and would average 100 to 
150 people per day, with 
heavy usage at 250 people.

Obviously, we have 
some people ready to use 

our beach and we want 
to provide that, but I’m 
trying to strike a balance 
here with facilitating 
usage while trying to keep 
people comfortable with 
guidelines.

Board member Liza 
Alton said the safety of 
staff and patrons has to 
be at the forefront of the 
decision to open.

 “Anytime we have 
someone taking cash or 
counting people we put 
them at risk. I think we 
should just open with no 

admission, leave it to the 
discretion of the users and 
post guidelines for safety,” 
she said.

 “I don’t think we 
should sell snacks to help 
keep things sanitized. We 
don’t rent kayaks, canoes 
or life jackets at this time. 
It would be a lot of work 
to keep those things 
clean.”

Unsworth said he 
wasn’t sure what the best 
answer is, but said every-
one knows this year that 
things are going to be 

different.
Board member Kritter 

Hayes, said the people 
that have commenting 
have all been practicing 
social distancing and safe-
ty measures for several 
months.

“If people get too close, 
they start to get away 
from each other. If it’s eas-
ier to not charge money 
and better for personal 
safety, let’s go that way 
and open it up. I think it’s 
a great thing for every-
body,” Hayes said.

PARK - Continued from Page 1

Pollmiller beach could be open Thursday

LEE COUNTY - The Iowa Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) and Lee County Health Department 
have identified two additional cases of COVID-19 in the 
county, two adults who are currently in isolation. This 
makes 35 confirmed cases in Lee County to date with 25 
reported cases as recovered.

We encourage interested residents to access the Iowa 
Coronavirus website at https://coronavirus.iowa.gov if 
interested in county testing data, confirmed case counts, 
and other useful information.

Lee County Health Department website, www.lee-
countyhd.org, and their Facebook page, will continue to 
be updated with information as well.

LCHD identifies 
35th person with 

coronavirus

http://www.grrwa.com
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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