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County does ‘about face’ on masks
SUPERVISORS:  Several on board change mind on face covering proposal

District judge to 
hand down order 
on compliance

HUMPHREY BUILDING

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A proposal to require face coverings 
when not publicly social distancing in Lee County was 
turned down Tuesday by Lee County officials.

The Lee County Board of Supervisors rejected a pro-
posed regulation from the Lee County Board of Health 
that would have required masks in public if social 
distancing isn’t possible. There was no vote, because 
Supervisor Rick Larkin’s motion to approve died for a 

lack of a second.
“The motion dies for a lack of a second and there will 

be no face covering regulation,” said Board Chairman 
Ron Fedler.

The regulation had several exceptions including when 
exercising, or driving in vehicles, but for the most part 
would have required face masks out in public places or 
in places where members of the public are present.

All five supervisors said they have been inundated 

STEAM Lab

Richardson Elementary unveils innovation tech lab
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Students at Rich-
ardson Elementary School have a new 
room to explore almost endless applica-
tions of computer science.

The new STEAMhound Station just 

off the media center at the elementary 
is home to a $15,000 lab that Principal 
Adrian McKay says isn’t another step 
toward computer literacy, but a giant 
step towards its applications.

“We’re supposed to be moving away 
from this idea that, ‘Hey, I’m tech liter-
ate. I know how to use a laptop. I can 

trouble shoot a little bit’, to a focus on ‘I 
have a large problem and I can develop 
new tech to support humanity’,” he said.

He said the idea is to create deep 
knowledge, critical thinking students 
that are gonna focus on what it is that 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A southeast Iowa 
judge will be issuing an order for compli-
ance to the owner of downtown building 
in Fort Madison that is crumbling on one 
side.

Eighth District Judge Michael Schil-
ling told Fort Madison city attorney Pat 
O’Connell and Building Director Doug 
Krogmeier that he would issue a ruling 
on the case as soon as they finalized a 
proposed judgment in the 
case.

The city has been trying 
to get Bryan Humphrey, 
the owner of the building 
on the southeast corner of 
8th Street and Avenue G to 
make repairs to the west side 
of the building that has repeated settled 
sending bricks falling on the sidewalk.

The west exterior of the building is vi-
sually compromised to the third floor and 
has wooden boards along a load bearing 
exterior column to try and secure the 
structure.

The building has five components, or 
storefronts, as Michael Purol, described to 
the judge at a hearing Tuesday morning.

Purol is an structural engineer with 
Poepping, Stone & Bach Associates out 
of Keokuk and was retained by the city to 
inspect the building. An administrative 
search warrant was granted by Schilling 
earlier this month and Purol, Krogmeier, 
Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, and 
several members of the Fort Madison Fire 
Department went through the building 
on Sept. 11.

Purol said the western most storefront 
is the portion of the building that needs 
immediate attention and repair. The other 
portions of the building are secure, but 
do have some visible water damage. He 
said the winter months will surely cause 
additional damage with the freeze and 
thaw cycles common to the area.

Humphrey, an attorney himself, was 
not in attendance at the hearing and was 
ruled in default by Schilling. Humphrey 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Richardson Elementary Principal Adrian McKay celebrates his successful program of Busy Bee with 1st 
grade teacher Ashley Hardin as part of a demonstration Tuesday evening at the STEAMhound Station at 
Richardson Elementary School. 
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 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

OBITUARIES

EARL E. HOSKINS
Dewey Lee Clark, 77 of Dallas City, IL died Satur-

day, September 19, 2020 at his home in Dallas City, IL.
He was born November 3, 1942 in Ralls County, 

MO, the son of Frank and Annie Howald Clark. Dew-
ey graduated from Mark Twain High 
School in Center, MO in 1961. After 
High School, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Army where he served his Basic Train-
ing in Oakland CA. He then had the 
pleasure of serving his country being 
stationed in Hawaii, where he was an 

Indirect Fire Infantry Man, Honor Guard, 2nd Bat-
talion 21st Artillery. He earned the National Defense 
Service Medal, Driver Mechanic’s Badge, Good Con-
duct Medal, Sharpshooter Expert, 
and 2D Class Gunner Marksman 
Medals. After his enlistment he 
went on serving his country in the 
National Reserve until 1969.

On March 10, 1973 he married Deanna Williams in 
New London MO, they later divorced.

He was employed with Orscheln Products in 
Moberly, MO as Supervisor until his retirement. 
Before that he was employed with both JI Case and 
Benner Tea in Burlington IA.

He loved to garden, mushroom hunt, and play with 
his beloved dogs. Most of all he loved to spend time 
with his family and friends. There was nothing better 
than a good family and friend gathering with good 
food.

He is survived by his daughter Jeannie VanNiewaal 
(Rod) of Gulfport IL, two Grandchildren, Rodney 
VanNiewaal (Amy) of Gulfport IL, and Jocelyn Priebe 
(Brandon) of Nauvoo IL, three Great Grandchildren, 
Hayden VanNiewaal, Taylor Priebe and Brody Priebe, 
his ex-wife Deanna Holstein of Dallas City IL.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one 
sister.

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. Friday at 
the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk IA. Burial with 
Military rites will be in Keokuk National Cemetery.

Visitation will be held Friday from 11 a.m. until ser-
vice time at the funeral home with the family meeting 
with friends at that time.

Social distancing requirements will be in place and 
attendees may be limited according to those require-
ments. Masks are strongly encouraged.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at 
www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

DEWEY L. CLARK
Earl E. Hoskins, 90, of Burlington, IA, passed away on 

Monday, September 21, 2020 at 12:08 PM at the Great River 
Medical Center.

 He was born on March 17, 1930 in Dallas City, IL to 
Christopher and Hazel Ward Hoskins.  On 
April 11, 1953 he married Shirley Pickard in 
Wayland, MO and she passed away on August 
27, 2016.  Earl worked at IAAP, ISP for eleven 
years and then the City of Ft. Madison where 
he retired in 1992 as Superintendent of 
Streets.  He served in the US Navy during the 
Korean Conflict.  Earl enjoyed being outside.  

He enjoyed tinkering in the garage, fishing and people watch-
ing.  His greatest love of all was his family, especially all of his 
grandchildren. 

Survivors include one son, Earl Hoskins of Keokuk, one 
daughter, Patty (Michael) Bandy of Burlington; four grand-
children, Christopher Hoskins, Lizz Wagner, Pepper Wag-
ner and Amber Scott; nine great grandchildren and four 
great great grandchildren.   He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife; one daughter, Barbara Ann Wagner; a great 
grandchild and one sister.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory.  A Celebration of Life will be 
held on Friday, September 25, 2020 at 3 PM at the horseshoe 
shelter house at Crapo Park. 

A memorial has been established for Hope Haven and 
online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

SHARON A. MERTENS
Sharon Ann Mertens, 78 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa 

died at 2:00 am Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at the 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.  She was born 
June 20, 1942 in Moline, Illinois, a daughter of Carleton 

“Keith” and Betty Louise (Walker) Ahl-
strand.  On June 30, 1962, she married Al-
fred “Ike” Mertens in Fort Madison, Iowa.

Sharri was a 1960 graduate of Fort 
Madison High School and lived in the area 
most of her life.  She was always work-
ing.  She worked at a  credit bureau office, 
Kemkper’s Insurance, State Central Bank, 

and Lee County Bank before retiring in 2010.  In addition 
from 1975 to 1985, Sharri and her husband, Ike, ran Ike’s 
Place in St. Paul, Iowa. She loved to sing and was a mem-
ber of the Sweet Adeline’s for 18 years.  She was a baritone 
in the International Queens of Harmony quartet, “Gala-
tones.”  In 1971, the quartet traveled through out the U.S. 
and did a USO Tour of the far east where they performed 
at military hospitals.  She loved to read and travel.  After 
retirement, Sharri and Ike wintered at Clearwater, Florida 
for six years.

She is survived by her husband, Alfred “Ike” Mertens 
of Fort Madison; two sons, Gregory (Linda) Mertens of 
New London, Iowa and Jeffery (Nicole) Mertens of Coal 
Valley, Illinois; three brothers-in-law: Francis Mertens of 
Sacramento, California; Johnny Mertens of Houghton, 
Iowa; and Paul Mertens of Fort Madison; two sisters-in-
law: Harriet Coster of Sacramento, California and Jeanne 
(Gary) Kos of Washington, Iowa;  six grandchildren, 
seven great grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents, one sister Beverly Mer-
tens, and one brother-in-law Dan Mertens.

Per her wishes her body has been cremated.  Her family 
will greet friends from 5:30 – 7:00 pm Friday, September 
25, 2020 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.   A 
memorial service will begin at 10:00 am Saturday, Sep-
tember 26, 2020 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, with Pastor 
Dean Graber, officiating.  Burial will be at Aspen Grove 
Cemetery, Burlington, Iowa.  A memorial has been estab-
lished for PAWS, contributions may be made at the Barr 
Memorial Chapel.  Masks are required and social distanc-
ing will be observed.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored 
to serve the Mertens family and an online guest book may 
be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com. 

CLARKCLARKHOSKINS

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no 
charge to funeral homes and they run the 
day they are submitted in most cases. They 
are also run as submitted by the funeral 
homes.

http://www.fullenkampins.com
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.fortmadisony.org
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
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Pothitakis Dentistry
Now Taking Appointments

Dr. Stephanie Heyland is taking appointments at our Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison

319-372-4882
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

• In-Store Specials
• Door Prizes

• Register To Win:
Weber and Traeger Grills

$50 Gift Certificates
Gift Baskets from The Girl’s Side

• Local Food Vendors
• AND MORE!!!

Fri. Oct. 2 & Sat. Oct. 3

Join our Join our 
50th Anniversary50th Anniversary
CELEBRATION

Fort Madison, Burlington 
& Mount Pleasant

Join the Facebook Event

WASHINGTON – Congressman Dave Loebsack today an-
nounced six Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) Program awards for local law enforcement to support 
their efforts to prevent crime, keep our families and commu-
nities safe, and keep drugs off the street. The program is the 
only source of federal funding for multi-jurisdictional drug 
task forces that work to prevent, fight and prosecute drug-re-
lated and violent crime. Details of the grants are below.

 “Byrne JAG awards help support local law enforcement 
agencies in their efforts to keep Iowa families safe,” said Loeb-
sack. “I am pleased these law enforcement agencies are re-
ceiving this funding to help reduce crime and enhance public 
safety. These men and women, who are sworn to protect and 
serve, deserve to have the necessary training and equipment 
to properly serve our communities.”

 FY2020 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) Program awards:

Johnson County- $20,842
Scott County- $81,074
Burlington- $22,272
Clinton- $16,441
Muscatine- $15,763
Ottumwa- $15,462
 Background on the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assis-

tance Grant (JAG) Program
The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 

(JAG) Program allows states and units of local government, 
including tribes, to support a broad range of activities to 
prevent and control crime based on their own state and local 
needs and conditions. Grant funds can be used for state and 
local initiatives, technical assistance, training, personnel, 
equipment, supplies, contractual support, and information 
systems for criminal justice, including for any one or more of 
the following program areas: 1) law enforcement programs; 2) 
prosecution and court programs; 3) prevention and educa-
tion programs; 4) corrections and community corrections 
programs; 5) drug treatment and enforcement programs; 6) 
planning, evaluation, and technology improvement pro-
grams; and 7) crime victim and witness programs (other than 
compensation) and 8) mental health programs and related law 
enforcement and corrections programs.

Burlington 
PD gets $22K 

JAG grant

Above, Mary Hellige, Lincoln Elementary teacher 
and Kiwanis Club member, and Tracy King, Prin-
cipal of Lincoln Elementary stand in front of a well-
stocked supply cabinet. The Fort Madison Kiwanis 
Club recently helped to replenish supplies, snacks 
,and milk tickets for the students. The Kiwanis Club 
also purchased needed supplies, snacks, clothing, 
and milk tickets for Richardson Elementary. This is 
part of the Back to School Backpack program that is 
sponsored by the Fort Madison Kiwanis Club  with 
the assistance of donations from local businesses.

LEE COUNTY - The North Lee Community Foun-
dation, based in Fort Madison, is now taking appli-
cations for its 2020 grant program. Approximately 
$22,000 is available to North Lee County based 501 (c) 
(3) non-profits that benefit the citizens of their re-
spective communities. Grant applications are available 
online only at the North Lee Community Foundation’s 
website at www.northleecf.org.

The grant application timeline is from September 21, 
2020 through November 4, 2020, with the   recipients 
being announced after the Foundation’s November 
board meeting.

Formed in 2005, the North Lee Community Foun-
dation is made up of approximately 90 permanent 
endowments benefitting various charities and students 
throughout Southeast Iowa.

Donors who create a permanent endowment can 
take advantage of a 25% Iowa Tax Credit plus Federal 
charitable deductions. The Iowa Tax Credits are only 
available when the endowment fund is created through 
an Iowa based community foundation and must benefit 
an Iowa based non-profit into perpetuity.

The North Lee Community Foundation’s mission 
statement and vision from the outset was to provide 
an avenue for local citizens to create their own legacy. 
Donors can achieve this by establishing a family named 
endowment that will benefit a local not-for-profit 
forever. To date, the Foundation has endowed nearly 
$20 Million with an annual charitable and scholarship 
distribution of $900,000.Its board is made up of 13 
members from all areas of North Lee County.

Community Foundation 
accepting 2020 grant 

applications

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.facebook.com/JeffReichmanforIowaSenate/
 https://www.facebook.com/events/612351646309764/
http://www.northleecf.org
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DO 
YOUR 
PART

Great River Regional Waste Authority urges you to wear gloves
when moving bins for residential trash pick-up.

Workers can touch over 2000 bins a day before even touching yours.
Don’t forget to wash your hands after bringing in your bin!

WWW.GRRWA.COM

for your
community

had his license to practice suspended indefinitely in 
Jan. 2019 by the Iowa Supreme Court Attorney Disci-
plinary Board.

Fire Chief Joey Herren said he wanted the firefight-
ers to see what the building was like inside should 
any collapse or fire occur. Herren said because of the 
condition of the western side, it is very possible that 
should a fire occur, the fire department would only 
fight it from the outside due to the dangers the build-
ing poses.

Purol said the western component has had some 
mitigation done, but the shoring up of load-bearing 
structures was done in a way that prevents additional 
repairs from being done, and is no longer viable for the 
structure.

The city was originally asking for the court to vacate 
the building, but after conferring with Purol, O’Connell 
said it would be the city’s intention to just ask that the 
western component be kept vacant since Humphrey 
lives in one of the other sections of the building that is 
secure.

According to evidence presented Tuesday, Humphrey 
had retained Klingner and Associates out of Burlington 
to inspect and recommend corrective action, but Kro-
gmeier testified that only a certain portion of that work 
had been done, and the work that was done to shore up 
the building was done 10 months ago and is no longer 
sufficient to prevent additional settling.

Purol testified that the shoring of load bearing walls 
was done in a way that prevents additional correction 
to take place and would have to be removed before 
other work can be done.

Additional recommended work like brick replace-
ment and tuck pointing hasn’t been done, according to 
the Klingner report that was shared with city officials.

Krogmeier said the city is out about $30,000 in 

barricade, engineering and legal costs already. O’Con-
nell said according to city code, which is based on a 
federal administrative code for dangerous buildings, 
Humphrey would technically be looking at fines in the 
$275,000 range over about a year since he was original-
ly given citations for municipal infractions.

But Krogmeier said the city isn’t asking for those 
fines to be paid.

“It’s unreasonable for him to be able to account for 
that and make repairs to the building,” Krogmeier told 
Schilling.

O’Connell said the city would be open to a $150,000 
fine with everything above the $30,000 suspended 
with language that Humphrey either had to make the 
required repairs to the building or give the city options 
to make the repairs or demolish the building.

Schilling asked Krogmeier what he thought it would 
cost to make the required repairs to the building.

“Just the exterior is going to be about $500,000,” 
Krogmeier said.

Schilling then asked how much it would be to demol-
ish the building. Krogmeier said estimates on that are 
in the $300,000 range.

Purol said it would be cheaper to demolish the build-
ing than repair it, but Krogmeier told the judge the city 
didn’t have that kind of money in the general fund.

O’Connell said he’d like the court order to contain 
language that would give the city options if Humphrey 
fails to comply.

“I’d like to see if he will comply and have the where-
withal to fix it,” O’Connell told the judge.

“Failing that, we want to have the option to do what 
we can to fix it. Public officials are under a lot of pres-
sure from the community to get something done.”

Krogmeier said he’d like to see what option Hum-
phrey plans to pursue by Oct. 9.

HUMPHREY - Continued from Page 1

City to submit new proposed judgment

Central Lee’s Mya Merschman and Zoe Es-
chman put up a block on a Fort Madison play-
er in Monday’s Holy Trinity quadrangular fea-
turing all the teams in Lee County. Central Lee 
won the event going 3-0. Holy Trinity was 2-1, 
Keokuk was 1-2 and Fort Madison finished the 
day 0-3.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.grrwa.com
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EnjoyEnjoy
OnlineOnline

BankingBanking

319-469-3951

Click this ad to learn more or visit us online at
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Click Here
to Learn More

• Bill Pay• Bill Pay
• E-Statements• E-Statements
• NetTeller• NetTeller
• Mobile Banking App• Mobile Banking App

from your own home

Online banking is safe and secure 
and can be done anywhere
you have online access –

even from the safety
of your own home!

Sheriff, County Attorney weigh 
in during supervisor vote

HEALTH - Continued from Page 1

with calls and emails regarding the 
incident.

“This is that red hot, highly 
charged hot potato issue, and here 
we are,” said Supervisor Rich Harlow.

Fedler said the number of people 
reaching out to him are overwhelm-
ingly against the regulation.

“A lot of people have been stopping 
me or talking to me, 
and an overwhelming 
majority of 90 to 95% 
of the people said they 
did not want us to pass 
this,” Fedler said.

“I know the Health 
Department is in 

charge of the health of Lee County 
and I understand their decision, but 
we as a board are elected where as 
the Board of Health is appointed. 
Our job is to listen to residents and 
what they want.”

Fedler said he didn’t oppose the 
Board of Health recommendation, 
but he said he had to stop at the 
point where it became a law where 
people could be fined for not wear-
ing a mask.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber 
and Lee County Attorney Ross 
Braden have been vocal about their 
opposition to enforcing a county-
wide mandate.

“This doesn’t belong in the hands 
of law enforcement,” Weber said.

“We’ve short-changed the people 
of our county. They are smart people 
and they are doing what we do. If I 
feel the need to wear it, I wear it. But 
it’s a choice, and it’s heavy-handed to 
say they are going to do this or we’re 
going to make you a criminal.”

Braden reiterated that approving 
the regulation would further over-
whelm a court system that is already 
backlogged six months because of 
the virus.

Supervisor Gary Folluo who initi-
ated the inquiry on the board to look 
into a regulation, said Tuesday that 
there were things in the regulation 
that he couldn’t support.

“There is a substantial rate decrease 
and people in Lee County are doing 
the right thing. When they do the 
right things – wear a mask, social 

distance and wash their hands, this 
is the way this thing is combatted,” 
Folluo said.

“My personal opinion is that you 
should be wearing a mask. It’s all 
about your neighbor, your friend, 
and the people you come in contact 
with. The (Centers for Disease Con-
trol) administrator has stated that 
the mask is the best thing you can do 
to limit infection.”

Supervisor Matt Pflug, who’s the 
board’s liaison to the Health Depart-
ment and has been supportive of the 
regulation, said he couldn’t support it 
Tuesday.

“I think we have to listen to Stacy 
and Ross. Their opinion’s carry a lot 
of weight here. As the liaison to the 
Health Department, it’s tough for 
me today, but I’m against this for a 
couple of reasons.”

Pflug said he believed that most 
people in the county are wearing 
masks and the numbers are going 
down. He also said that it was his 
understanding that Johnson County, 
who has a regulation in effect until 
the end of October, had not written 
one citation, but had instead been 
educating those not in compliance.

“If this was gonna go forward, we 
would need Stacy’s backing. At this 
time it doesn’t make sense to put this 
in place in my opinion.”

Rick Larkin said he supported the 
resolution because it was simple 
thing that the county could do to 
help control the virus, especially if a 
second, more intense, wave of infec-
tion were to come during flu season.

“If we all wore masks the number 
of new cases would go down, but 
when we still have high numbers like 
14 in a day that tells me it’s still out 
of control,” Larkin said.

“They say they are tired of this 
virus and we’re all tired of it, but with 
a second wave coming, I think the 
worst is in front of us.”

The Board of Health could re-
submit the regulation and start the 
process over again since the proposal 
wasn’t voted on, but without the vote, 
that resolution to approve the Board 
of Health’s recommendation, goes 
away.

WEBER

ARGYLE - The Argyle Presbyterian Church has decided to postpone this years 
annual God’s Portion Day festivities that were scheduled for September 26th, 2020. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Elders of the church have decided to forgo the 
activities after careful consideration of the current concerns in Lee County by the 
Lee County Health Department and the CDC.  

During the last couple weeks of August and the first couple of weeks in September 
we have most of our planning done.  We have not been able to plan as well this year 
due to the current health concern.  

We know that we have many people that come to this event and support us very 
well.  We ask that those that still wish to make a monetary or other contribution to 
the church, please contact the Clerk of Session, Tony Keefe, 319-371-4786 or keefe.
tony@gmail.com.  We want to thank the community for their continued support of 
our church. 

Argyle church postpones annual God’s 
Portion Day

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
mailto:keefe.tony@gmail.com
mailto:keefe.tony@gmail.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
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(319) 371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!
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Fort Madison
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LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

(319) 316-6016
Now Open Monday through Friday

1001 Avenue H, Suite 2 • Fort Madison
www.ClearViewVision.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Optometrist/Clear-View-Vision-Center-101158518365592/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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Iowa State
Penitentiary

in Fort Madison 
has openings

for correctional 
officers

Correctional officers serve 
as the backbone to the cor-
rectional system. Their ca-
reers are both challenging 
and rewarding as they bal-
ance their security mission 
with the mission of helping 
those incarcerated reform 
themselves into a successful, 
law-abiding citizen upon their 
reentry. Once fully trained, 
Correctional Officers can 
make a lasting impact on 
an incarcerated person’s life 
while also helping maintain 
safe and secure correctional 
facilities. New Correctional 
Officers earn a full time sal-
ary as they go through their 
training, and the State offers 
one of the most competitive 
benefits packages in the pri-
vate or public sectors.
 
Salary range is $42,307 to 
$62,691 annually.
 

Minimum Qualification 
Requirements

• Graduation from high 
school, GED, or equiv-
alency.

For additional information, 
please click on this link to 
view the job description 
(Download PDF reader).

Additional Qualification 
Requirements

All applicants must be able 
to successfully pass the fol-
lowing:

• Psychological tests
• A background investiga-

tion check.
• A post-offer health 

screen administered by 
an institutional physi-
cian.

• A urinalysis screen for 
drugs.

• All new employee train-
ing during the proba-
tionary period, including 
local orientation, new 
employee orientation, 
and emergency pre-
paredness training.

• Designated positions in 
this job class require ap-
plicants to obtain a Com-
mercial Driver’s License 
and endorsements with-
in a period of time as de-
termined by the appoint-
ing authority at the time 
of hire.

To apply, click the following 
link: https://doc.iowa.gov/
about-us/about-institutions/
iowa-state-penitentiary

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Executive Director Posi-
tion – Fort Madison Hous-
ing Authority (FMHA) of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, is seeking 
qualified applicants for the 
position of Executive Direc-
tor to lead the Authority in 
its management of its Public 
Housing and Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.  The 
FMHA administers 134 units 
of Public Housing, 70 Hous-
ing Choice Vouchers. and 
management / maintenance 
of 22 units for the Lee County 
Housing Initiative Program. 
 The Executive Director is re-
sponsible for all aspects of its 
Public Housing and Voucher 
Program including but not 
limited to supervising a staff 
of six employees. 

 The qualified applicant 
should possess a wide range 
of skills in public housing 
operations, office manage-
ment, accounting, customer 
service; computer proficien-
cy and the ability to function 
courteously with residents 
and employees.  The appli-
cant must be PHA certified or 
certifiable within one year of 
employment.

Salary is negotiable and the 
Housing Authority offers an 
excellent benefit package 
and is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

 Interested applicants must 
submit a resume and cover 
letter marked Confidential to:
  
Chairman of the Board, Fort 
Madison Housing Authority, 
1102 48th Street, Suite #1, 
Fort Madison, IA  52627.  Or 
email to: fortmadisonha@
mchsi.com.

 Deadline for resumes: Octo-
ber 15, 2020

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

NOW HIRING!

SEASONAL
LABORERS

& OFFICE HELP
Possibly turning into

FT or PT with Benefits

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly has a position available for 
a Full-Time Dental Assistant.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

APARTMENTS FOR RENTHELP WANTED
Merschman Fertilizer has a 
job opening at the Fort Mad-
ison Iowa facility. This termi-
nal handles dry and liquid fer-
tilizer used in the surrounding 
tri state area.
 
Job description:   To assist 
in the receiving, production, 
and shipping of dry and liquid 
fertilizer products. Job appli-
cant should have experience 
or be able to be trained in 
the operation of skid load-
ers, fork lifts, and articulating 
loaders. The ability to do pre-
ventative maintenance and 
general repairs to the facility 
and equipment is desirable. 
Some overtime is required 
especially during the spring 
and fall season. Salary will 
be based upon experience 
and education.
 
Merschman Fertilizer offers 

the following benefits:
 

• Competitive wage
• Paid vacation and      

holidays
• 401K 
• Long term disability
• Health and dental

insurance
• Life insurance

 
For more information call 
319-837-2330 or email:  
johnw@merschmanseeds.
com

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Pen City Current Digital Photos
Now Available for Purchase

Visit our photo gallery today at
www.pencitycurrent.com

Only $500 per download

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)371.4125

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/photo-galleries/
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up for orders 
over $20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), 
email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger 
(@sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media 
is not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

tech can do to help, as opposed to consuming tech.
Richardson Elementary’s Parent-Teacher Organization was approached by McKay 

to sponsor the lab. The effort was born out of a 2019 grant awarded to the district on 
behalf of the school. Some of those funds were used to buy equipment for the lab. 
The rest of the station was built with funds from the P.T.O.

Kim Harmon, director of student services for the district, said the goal was to 
ignite interest in computer science at the earliest stages possible.

She said building a computer sciences elementary team and developing an imple-
mentation plan for getting computer sciences into the classroom was the first step. 
The school administration re-imagining a learning space to promote the creative 
problem solving skills foundational in the field of computer science, was next.

She said by re-purposing space at Richardson, the school has created a colorful, 
flexible, inviting area to spark the excitement for learning for all the students.

STEAM stands for Science Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math.
Brandi Koering, president of the P.T.O said McKay approached them about spon-

soring the classroom about six months ago.
Koering said the group quickly picked up on the idea and even in the midst of 

a pandemic and financially tough times, the group streamlined some projects and 
found $15,000 to create the classroom.

“We had been very fiscally responsible and we’d had some really great fundraisers 
leading up to that point,” she said.

“We made some tough decisions and scaled back some of our field trip funding. 
How do you get a $50,000 grant and then not have somewhere to go with it. How 
could we say, ‘No’.”

Mckay said the lab is a launching point for work in computer science in an ele-
mentary setting to computer science for all K-12 students in the district.

The station is equipped with a SMART TV, a green screen video area, a 3-D print-
er, and five work stations with individual desks that form different pods throughout. 
The shelves are full of puzzle pieces, blocks, art supplies and other necessities for the 
different projects.

On two sides of the rooms there are stations with tablets on them where videos 

can be played with projects associated with Osmo™ learning programs. That system 
uses the tablets to scan the students work areas where they are doing coding, spell-
ing, drawing and more. There is also is a Busy Bee station where initial program-
ming problem solving exercises take place and other computer art stations.

The lab is an extension of a STEM lab, but includes the art.
“Our goal is to embrace the gifts of every child and I think we would have to in-

clude the arts as a big part of that,” Harmon said.

LAB - Continued from Page 1

Technical innovation to 
be focus at STEAM lab

Fort Madison School District Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater gives a 
presentation from Yosemite National Park right in the STEAMhound 
Station at Richardson Elementary Tuesday afternoon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

LEE COUNTY - Come celebrate River and Rail Trail Weekend with an easy float 
on the backwaters of the Mississippi River at the Heron Bend Conservation Area on 
Sat., Sept. 26! Lee County Conservation will be providing 4-person canoes or single 
kayaks as well as life jackets for you and your family for no charge. 

This all-ages program is extremely safe as the water is only a few feet deep in this 
part of the river. Just follow the lane around the front of the Lee County Conserva-
tion Center down to the river. 

This event is free and no experience or registration is required. Just show up any-
time between 1 and 4pm! Please wear a mask when social distancing is not possi-
ble. Contact Lee County Conservation with any questions at (319) 463-7673.

LCCD hosts river, rail, trail weekend

https://completerentalfm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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