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A growing partnership
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Fort Madison Chief of Police Mark Rohloff addresses a group of Neighborhood Watch volunteers Sunday

afternoon at the Hillside Inn. Visit www.PenCityCurrent.com Monday for an update on the city’s growing

Neightborhood Watch program.

PRIMARIES: Two Democrats seek re-election in 2020

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - Two Lee County elected officials want to
continue the work they’ve been doing for the taxpayers in the
upcoming primary and general elections.

Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise and Sheriff Stacy Weber,
both Democrats, have announced their intentions to run for
their respective offices again in 2020.

The Primary Election will be held June 2nd and all Lee Coun-
ty polling sites will be open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. As of Friday March
6, no other candidates had turned in papers to seek election to
those offices.

Fraise, the former president of the State Auditor’s Association,
said she enjoys serving the people of Lee County and wants to
continue doing so.

“Iwould like to continue to serve the citizens of Lee County
for four more years. I enjoy the challenges that are presented to
me every day. New laws and cybersecurity make elections an
ever-changing item. I am proud to be part of the Iowa Auditor’s
Association that works so hard to ensure that everyone’s vote
will count,” she said.

Fraise has been part of the county auditor’s office for the past
25 years, was elected in 2012 to the post, and was re-elected in
2016. She said the county is doing well in a tight budget envi-

ronment.

“The county is heading the right direction.
We've implemented some safety measures for
the state, and got the solar panels trying to cut
electric bills”

Fraise said it’s important that county residents
know that the county is responsible with taxpay-
er money and wants to protect that image.

“There’s always a lot of misinformation and
that bothers me about public service. The
misconception that were riding on the taxpay-
ers coat tails,” she said. “It’s not that way at all.
Everyone is conscientious about what we do
and it’s always on my mind that we are spending

their money”

A big part of Fraise’s job is securing the voting
process in Lee County. She said the state is tops in the nation in
voter security and that has been an ever-changing focus during
her term as Auditor.

“So much has been said about cyber security lapses and things
like that and I feel very confident in our equipment here. It’s not
connected to the Internet and is tested repeatedly in public test-
ing. Anybody is welcome at anytime to come in the office and

FRAISE

WEBER

See CANDIDATES, page 4

CORONAVIRUS
State has 3

confirmed with

COVID-19

No one hospitalized
and all are recovering
at home

From the lowa Department of Public Health

DES MOINES - Testing at Iowa’s State
Hygienic Laboratory has indicated three
presumptive positive cases of 2019 novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) in Iowa resi-
dents. According to the Jowa Department
of Public Health (IDPH), the individuals
are from Johnson County: one mid-
dle-age (41-60 years) adult and two older

adults (61-80). Two of the individuals had9

underlying health conditions. One did
not. None required hospitalization and all
are recovering.

“lowa has been proactively preparing
for the likelihood of a positive test in
Iowa with strategic planning and safety
measures. While these are the first cases,
it may not be the last and it’s why Iowans
must continue to practice safe habits like
hand washing and staying home from
work when sick,” said Gov. Reynolds. “My
team is engaged through the President’s
Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence, as well as the nation’s
governors to work collaboratively to limit
the spread of COVID-19”

“All three individuals were part of a
cruise in Egypt,” said IDPH Medical
Director and State Epidemiologist, Dr.
Caitlin Pedati. “IDPH is working with
local public health to assess potential
exposures to others. These cases are an
important reminder that all lowans need
to help prevent the spread of illness by
washing hands frequently, staying home
when ill, and covering coughs and sneezes
with a tissue.”

COVID-19 was first linked to an out-
break in Wuhan, China, but cases have
subsequently been identified in several
countries, including the U.S. These are the
first cases identified in Iowa. Confirmato-
ry testing is pending at CDC.

See VIRUS, page 2
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For the Record/From the Front

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
03/03/20 - 2:21 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1500 block of Avenue F.
03/03/20 - 9:00 a.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report
of a property damage accident
in the 5400 block of Avenue O.
03/03/20 - 9:27 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 900 block of Avenue H.

03/03/20 — 12:20 p.m. - Fort Mad-

ison Police responded to a report
of a property damage accident
in the 2600 block of Avenue L.

03/03/20 — 12:24 p.m. - Fort Mad-

ison Police responded to a report
of a property damage accident

in the 2400 block of Avenue L.
03/03/20 - 5:50 p.m. — Fort

Thank you to all our customers who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Madison Police responded to

a report of a larceny/theft in
the 3100 block of Avenue L.
03/03/20 - 2:30 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police arrested Michelle
Marie Decker, 34, of Fort Madison
in the 3300 block of Bluff Road,
on a warrant for driving while
suspended and drug-related
charges. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
03/04/20 - 10:42 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded to

a report of a larceny/theft in

the 2000 block of Avenue E.
03/04/20 - 8:10 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited Wayne
Andrew Hayes, 37, of Fort
Madison in the 2600 block

of Avenue L, on a charge of
driving under suspension. He
was released with a citation.
03/04/20 - 8:54 p.m. — Fort

Here are just a few
ways you can help:

Madison Police arrested Darrell
Floyd Azbill, 51, of Keokuk, in
the 2700 block of Avenue O,

on a charge of possession of
controlled substance, providing
false identification and a warrant
for parole violation. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail and held.

03/05/20 - 11:39 a.m. - Fort Mad-

ison Police responded to a report
of a property damage accident
in the 2000 block of Avenue L.
03/05/20 — 11:48 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a burglary in the
2100 block of Avenue G.
03/05/20 - 3:33 p.m. — Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of a burglary of
2500 block of Avenue .
03/05/20 - 3:48 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a burglary of the

2100 block of Avenue G.
03/06/20 — 12:30 a.m. — Fort
Madison Police cited Charles D.
Henry, 49, of Keokuk, in the 2900
block of Avenue N, on a charge
of driving under suspension. He
was released with a citation.

Lee County

Sheriff’'s Report
03/03/20 - 3:52 a.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies cited
Joshua Adam Bowen, 40, of
Fort Madison, on Business 61
in Fort Madison, on a charge
of driving while barred. He was
released on a promise to appear.
03/03/20 - 2:46 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Frederick James
Allen, 25, of Montrose in the
3000 block of Koehler Lane in
Montrose on a warrant for failure

Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction

Place all recyclables loose in bins

Don’t recycle wrapping paper

Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

waste

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |A
1-319-372-6140

To Do List

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

1-319-524-6175

to appear. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
03/03/20 - 5:56 p.m. — Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff's deputies arrested Lu-
cas John High, 36, of Morlly, lowa,
at the sheriff’s office on a warrant
for failure to appear. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail and held.
03/03/20 - 8:53 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Shawn Alan Han-

sard, 32, of Keokuk, in the

1300 block of Oak Street in
Keokuk, on a judgment hold.
03/04/20 - 11:32 a.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Dakota Jay Biggs,

28, of Mt. Pleasant at the Lee/
Henry County line in Salem on

a charge of failure to appear.

He was taken to Lee County

Jail and released on bond.
03/05/20 - 10:47 a.m. — Lee

Keokuk, IA

County Sheriff's deputies arrested
Kristie Lynn Stepps, 32, of
Burlington, on North 11th Street
in Denmark, on charges of 3rd-de-
gree burglary and 2nd-degree
criminal mischief. She was taken
to the Lee County Jail and held.
03/05/20 — 12:56 p.m. — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies

arrested Karen Marie Decker,

55, at the Mitchellville Prison

on warrant for a court ordered
hold. She was held in custody.
03/05/20 - 6:30 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies arrested
Sarah Grace Matthews, 20, of Ka-
hoka, Mo., at the sheriff's office on
warrants of failure to appear and
5th-degree theft. She was taken
to the Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Precaution
still best
course of

action

VIRUS - Continued
from Page 1

No additional or special
precautions are rec-
ommended for Iowans
beyond the simple daily
precautions to combat
the flu including washing
hands frequently, cover-
ing coughs and sneezes,
and staying home when
ill. It is currently flu and
respiratory disease season,
and IDPH recommends
getting the flu vaccine.
Influenza activity is
widespread in Iowa and
as long as flu viruses are
circulating, it's not too late
to receive the vaccine.

For more information
about novel coronavirus,
visit https://idph.iowa.
gov/Emerging-Health-Is-
sues/Novel-Coronavirus.
In addition, a public ho-
tline has been established
for Iowans with questions
about COVID-19. The
line is available 24/7 by
calling 2-1-1.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

vy)
]
g §.§ Posters Art
g g g Flyers S_upqlles
o Printing
s Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furnitu re
Trifold Brochures
621 Rvenue G 319.3712.21T1
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, RURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave. 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, 1A
1-319-372-6140 1:319-524.6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grmwa.com  facebook.com/grrwa

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I'm not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.’

o StateFarm'

State Farm

1708167.1 Bloomington, IL

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, 1A 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Great Atmosphere!
Fabulous Food!

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com

319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 Pm
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm >

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Automotive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
¢ Tune-Up

Slewart

* Transmission Repair
* Alignments
e Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

¢ and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Mice
Bed Bugs

General Insects
Termites

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. | can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

D FARM BUREAU
WED. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Both candidates say county is headed in right direction

CANDIDATES - Continued from Page 1

I'm big about transparency
there,” Fraise said.

She gives credit to Sec-
retary of State Paul Pate
for keeping Iowa at the
forefront of security and
technology.

“We receive a lot of
training through the year
because there’s always new
legislation and we have
to be on top of that. The
Secretary of State’s office
is good about keeping us
informed. Nikki (Sugars)
and Sara (Helenthal) are al-
ways having cyber security
sessions.”

Fraise, as auditor, also
serves as secretary for the
Lee County Board of Su-
pervisors and says she has a
very good working rela-
tionship with those elected
officials.

“I don’t know if previous
auditor’s have worked as
close with the supervisors
as I do. I'm very in tune
with them and I know what
they are thinking, and try
to stay a step ahead”

Fraise is also a member

&=of the Lee County Demo-

cratic Central Committee,
Fort Madison Food Pantry
Board member, Fort Mad-
ison First Baptist Church,

and Fort Madison Kiwanis.
She served as President of
the Towa State Association
of County Auditors in 2019
and serves on their Execu-
tive Board. She was named
by Iowa Secretary of State
Paul Pate to an Auditors
Advisory Group. Fraise and
her husband Jim have four
children, three grandchil-
dren and one on the way.
They reside in West Point.

Lee County Sherift Stacy
Weber said his first four
years in office have been
very productive and calls
the county 100% safer than
it’s been in the past.

“There’s more of us now
and the one’s we have are
better than what we've had
in the past,” he said. “That
in no way is a dig on those
that were here before us,
but it’s a testament to the
type of people we have in
the department.”

Weber said during the
2016 election debate, he
made some promises to
get things done and has
achieved all those commit-
ments to voters.

One of the first things
Weber did was get a pri-
vately funding K9 program.
Not only did Weber get

one K9 officer, but two -
Gunner and Kion - that are
now part of a program sup-
ported by local donations.

Weber has also overseen
transformations in the Lee
County Jail resulting in
fewer incidents, all while
increasing revenues from
neighboring counties
having offenders held in
Lee County. Weber said
one of his first moves after
making Will Conlee his
Chief Deputy, was to install
John Canida as the first jail
administrator.

“Our administrator is
one of the best in the state,
But from the top down
these guys are all awesome
and do different things.” he
said.

Other department en-
hancements include adding
two detective positions to
the team, a diver program,
a county tactical team,
re-established the Crime
Stoppers program, provid-
ing several events for youth
including a wildly popular
Safe Trick or Treat Night
and even hosted dance par-
ties at the sheriff’s office.

“It’s a lot different than
I thought it was going to
be,” Weber said of run-

(ﬁass?leds

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

BE A LEADER.
BE A LIFEGUARD.

ning the department. “We
accomplished goals such as
obtaining all the hardware,
personnel, and bringing

us to date with technology.
But it didn’t take as long

as I thought it would. This
has been a complete team
effort here”

He was quick to share
credit, with not just the
department staff, but with
the Board of Supervisors
and the public as well.

“They have been just
awesome to us since I've
been sheriff, “Weber said.
“I don’t think throughout
the history of this depart-
ment we've had as much
support from the public.
It's been phenomenal and
I think speaks to what’s
happening here”

He said with accomplish-
ing the goals he set for the
first term, second term
goals will be lofty.

“It’s gonna be harder to
get better. We've done a lot
in these first three years
and it started day one.”

Weber was referring to
his first day in office when

the department was called
to the riverfront for two
men, who both turned up
dead, had fallen into the
river while fishing.

“I knew both those guys
and we had to go down
there right after our first
meeting. It was a horrible
way to start, but we didn’t
even have time to think
about that when we had a
deadly accident on a curve
on Hwy. 2,” Weber said.

“There’s been little to
time to sit and think about
things, but that’s really
been the pace for us here.
You gotta get through
those things and you have
to be righteous”

Weber said then the
department had an depu-
ty-involved shooting and
he wanted to let the public
know there was going to be
transparency in the depart-
ment and posted most of
the video of the shooting.

“I wanted to show the
public that shooting to
show he was right and we
were transparent,” he said.
“This is the reality of the

circumstances of what
we're involved in every
day. Adding two detectives
and doubling our criminal
investigation department
has been good, too.

Weber said he doesn't
see himself in the position
for many terms, but said
having the team in place,
makes serving as sheriff a
lot easier.

Weber said former Sher-
iff Buck Jones gave him
advice that when he felt it
was time to go, he should
go.

“If ’'m elected again, at
the end of that term I'll be
50 and I can retire. I don’t
plan on being sherift much
longer than 50, but you
never know. I might con-
sider running again if I win
this time, but not much
longer than that,” he said.

Weber started as a
reserve officer with the
Keokuk Police Depart-
ment and then got on as
a deputy with the sherift’s
department, and has more
than 20 years of public law
enforcement service.

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

The Fort Madison Family
YMCA's Lifeguard Certifica-
tion Course begins March
9th and ends April 4th. This
course is designed to instruct
participants on the skills and
knowledge needed to be-
come a certified lifeguard.

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

COURSE DATES & TIMES
are as follows:

PRETEST: March 9, 4:00-
5:00 OR March 10, 4:00-
5:00 - If these times don’t
work, please contact Sara to
perform the pre-test before
March 13.

Online portion must be com-
pleted previous to the first
class.

CLASSES: March 18 & 25
April 1 & 2, 5:00-9:00
TESTING DAY: April 4. 9:00-
1:00

REQUIREMENTS: Must be
15 years old by April 3 and
attend each class.

COURSE FEE: $150
EQUIPMENT NEEDED:
Swimsuit, Goggles, Towel
Instructor: Sara Mueller -
smueller25@gmail.com
Contact the Fort Madison
YMCA for further details and
to register.
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