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Banks secure $60M in paycheck loans

STIMULUS: U.S. Treasury clears path for more state small business grants

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

JOHNSTON - After a quick first round of small business grants
were dispersed earlier this month, a second round of up to $20
million in new grants could be coming shortly.

At Thursday’s regular daily press conference from the state’s
Emergency Operations Center in Johnston, lowa Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds said new guidance from the U.S. Treasury came Wednesday

evening.

“The US Treasury has provided guidance on utilizing CARES
Act funding, but it is clear we can use it to fund the small business
grant relief program through the Iowa Economic Development

Authority;” Reynolds said.

She said with that guidance she has asked IEDA Director Debi

PCC EDITOR

FRAISE

The state received more than $148 million in
grant requests in just eight days of the application
window that expired March 31.

“So between the (Paycheck Protection Program)
through CARES Act and what IEDA has been able
to do with small grants, with some guidelines we'll
be able to continue to work through that and see
where else we can be helpful to Iowas small busi-
ness that are hurting due to the COVID illness,” Reynolds said.

On Wednesday Lee County Economic Development Group

CEO Dennis Fraise released some details of the PPP payments
through county lenders and the Small Business Administration.
Fraise’s information showed six local banks processed more than

400 PPP loan requests totaling more than $60 million. Iowa had

Durham to immediately start funding some of the backlog of

grant applications.

more than 29,000 loans approved at more than $4.3 billion.

See PPP, page 8

Fareway
donates $2k
in gift cards

Chamber passes
along gift cards to
area businesses

FORT MADISON
— Fareway Stores, Inc.
recently announced a
$200,000 donation to
the ITowa Chamber of
Commerce Executives
(ICCE). The donation
provided for $1,000
or more in gift cards
to ICCE chamber of

See CARDS, page 6

Photo courtesy of Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce

Fort Madison Fareway Manager Derek Swan and Meat Manager Keith Hehr
pose with a check for Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce Coordinator Savan-
nah Collier. The grocery donated $2,000 in gift cards to local businesses dealing

with the COVID-19 outbreak.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Weekly state unemployment claims surpass 150,000

DES MOINES - The number of
initial claims in Iowa, filed between
Sunday, April 12, and Saturday, April
18, was 27,912. There were 26,192
initial claims by individuals who work
and live in Iowa, and 1,720 claims by
individuals who work in Iowa and live

in another state.

The number of continuing weekly
unemployment claims was 151,846.

Unemployment insurance benefits
payments totaled $48,091,551.28 for
the same week.

The following industries had the
most claims:

Manufacturing (5,143)

Health Care & Social Assistance
(3,985)

Industry Not Available - Self-em-
ployed, Independent Contractors, etc.
(3,817)

Retail Trade (3,307)

See JOBLESS, page 4

TESTIOWA

121K lowans
take Testlowa
assessment

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON - Gov. Kim Reynolds
said close to 121,000 Iowa residents
have taken the Test Iowa coronavirus
assessment in just two days since it
started on Tuesday.

During her regular daily update
from the state’s Emergency Operations
Center in Johnston, Reynolds said the
information from the assessment site is
already providing state health officials
with vital information on future testing
and ways to slow the spread of the
coronavirus in the state.

“In just two days we've had more
than 121K Iowans take the assessment.

See ASSESSMENT, page 7

COVID-19
Lee County has

4th positive test
confirmed

LEE COUNTY - The Iowa Department
of Public Health (IDPH) and Lee Coun-
ty Health Department have identified
one additional case of COVID-19 in the
county, an older adult who is currently
in isolation. This makes four confirmed
cases in Lee County to date.

The Iowa Department of Public Health
has created a new Coronavirus Dash-
board on their website, https://corona-
virus.iowa.gov. We encourage interested
residents to check this website if inter-
ested in knowing county testing data,
confirmed case counts, and other useful
information.

Reminder all residents should:

Stay home as much as possible. Leave
only for essential errands like groceries or

See LCHD, page 6
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Obituaries/lowa News

OBITUARIES

BARBARA A. SMITH

Barbara Ann Smith, 91 years, of West Burlington,
Iowa died at 12:52 pm Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at the
Great River Hospice House, West Burlington. She was
born May 13, 1928, a daughter of Edgar Earl Sr. and
Anna Rose (Jaeger) Niederhuth. She married Orin W.
Smith. He preceded her in death.

She is survived by two daughters, Debra (Timothy)
Peters of Springfield, Illinois and Jacqueline (Brian)
Bohnenkamp of Fort Madison, Iowa; one sister, Lois
Keller of Stockport, Iowa; one grandson, JT Peters;
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband, and one brother, Edgar Earl Nieder-
huth Jr.

Private burial was at Aspen Grove Cemetery, Bur-
lington, Iowa. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to
serve the Smith family and an online guest book may
be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no
charge to funeral homes and they run the
day they are submitted in most cases. They
are also run as submitted by the funeral
homes.

lowa AG Miller advocates for
homeowners during crisis

DES MOINES — In the
wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, Attorney
General Tom Miller and a
bipartisan coalition of 34
attorneys general recom-
mended actions to help
homeowners in letters sent
Thursday to the Federal
Housing Finance Adminis-
tration and the Department
of Housing and Urban
Development.

The coalition applauded
federal efforts to suspend
evictions and foreclo-
sures, as well as expressed
appreciation for additional
forbearance and fore-
closure relief provided
by the CARES Act. The
coronavirus-relief legisla-
tion, which was signed by
President Trump on March
27, provides protections for
homeowners whose loans
are backed by Fannie Mae

and Freddie Mac or other
federal entities.

“We appreciate the
federal actions thus far,
but more must be done to
implement the new policy;’
Miller said. “COVID-19
will present unprecedented
challenges to homeowners
and the mortgage servicing
industry”

As part of the CARES
Act, FHFA and HUD have
already adopted stream-
lined processes for borrow-
ers who have been affected
by COVID-19 to enter
into forbearance plans,
which allow borrowers
to pause mortgage pay-
ments for a limited period
of time. Currently, once
the forbearance period
ends, borrowers are being
asked to either repay the
missed payments in a lump
sum or enter into a more
permanent loss mitigation

solution.

Because an unprecedent-
ed number of borrowers
will need help at essentially
the same time, the let-
ters recommend moving
the forborne (or missed)
payments to the back of
the loan term. That would
allow immediate relief for
homeowners and reduce
borrower confusion and
concern while simultane-
ously limiting the strain
on the mortgage servicing
industry.

“These recommendations
will help millions of Amer-
ican homeowners avoid
delinquency and limit the
potentially disastrous strain
on the mortgage servicing
industry,” Miller said.

The letters were written
by members of the bipar-
tisan Mortgage Multistate
Executive Committee, of
which Iowa is the lead state.

The protection of the
CARES Act applies only to
federally backed mortgages,
which make up approxi-
mately 62 percent of the
mortgage market. Borrow-
ers who are not covered
should contact their mort-
gage servicer (the com-
pany to which they send
their monthly payment)
to determine whether it is
offering any relief during
the pandemic.

“We ask all financial
institutions and servicers
to work with borrowers
who cannot meet their
obligations because of the
pandemic,” Miller said.

Borrowers should keep
in mind that forbearance
doesn’t erase what they
owe. “If you are able, con-
tinue to pay your mortgage
to avoid falling behind
once the pandemic passes,”
Miller advises.

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast lowa

Open

Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-2pm

DINE-IN  DELIVERY « CARRYOUT

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 south 10th St. Burlington, lowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Be Sure.

When you need to be sure, look to one of
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Avuto - Home - Health
Business - Life
Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).3711670

editor(@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125

sales(@pencitycurrent.com
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P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
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www.lionpublishers.com

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
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For the Record/Business News

Loebsack responds to 4th
federal stimulus package

WASHINGTON D.C. - Congressman
Dave Loebsack released the following
statement today after the House passed
the fourth bill designed to help combat
COVID-19 and its effect on our econo-
my. “The Paycheck Protection Program
and Health Care Enhancement Act”
contains relief for small businesses,
funding for hospitals and testing, and
protects the livelihood of Iowans. Spe-
cifically, this bill sets aside $60 billion
within the Payment Protection Program
(PPP) for underserved small businesses,
including those in rural areas. The bill
passed the House on a bipartisan vote
and now heads to the President for his
signature.

“It’s clear that small businesses are
still struggling and in need of an imme-
diate infusion of funding. I am pleased
that the House and Senate again came
together in a bipartisan manner to
swiftly make this funding available to
small businesses. The Paycheck Protec-
tion Program has proven to be a pop-
ular program, with the Small Business
Administration already approving 1.6
million loans to small businesses. The
bill passed today contains an additional
$310 billion in emergency resources to

help protect the livelihood
of the American people.

I am especially pleased
that $60 billion of the PPP
will be set aside to specif-
ically benefit underserved
communities, including
rural areas. Additionally, I
will work with my colleagues to provide
oversight of PPP to ensure these funds
get to the small businesses who actually
need the assistance. It is imperative that
loopholes can no longer be exploited
and turned into a bailout for large pub-
licly traded corporations.

“Further, I am pleased that this bill
provides additional, much needed
funding for hospitals and expanded
testing. Since this crisis began, I have
heard from the healthcare workers on
the frontline of this pandemic about
the need for additional PPE and testing
capacity. The addition of $75 billion
for hospitals and healthcare workers,
and $25 billion to expand COVID-19
testing, are key to reopening our econ-
omy and protecting our those on the
frontline. They must have the equipment
necessary to keep themselves, patients
and their families safe.”

LOEBSACK

Doyouhavetime-
to help stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

For the Record

Fort Madison
Police Report
04/22/20 - 6:13 p.m.
— Fort Madison Police
cited Dale Melvin Hall,
81, of Fort Madison, on
Iris Lane for discharging
a firearm in city limits.
He was released.
04/22/20 — 1:46 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
cited Micheal Weldon,
30, of Fort Madison,
in the 4500 block of
Avenue O, on a charge
of driving while barred.
He was released.
04/22/20 - 8:35 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
vandalism in the 2100
block of Avenue H.
04/22/20 - 9:07 a.m.
— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a burglary in the 800

block of Avenue H,
04/22/20 — 9:47 a.m. —
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a
larceny/theft in the 1100
block of 48th Street.
04/22/20 — 2:36 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a property damage
accident at Avenue

H and 2nd Street.
04/22/20 — 4:19 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a larceny/theft in the
1100 block of Avenue F.
04/22/20 — 4:26 p.m.

— Fort Madison Po-

lice responded to a
report of vandalism

on Richards Drive.
04/22/20 — 4:41 p.m.

— Fort Madison Police
responded to a report
of a larceny/theft in the

2800 block of Avenue A.
04/22/20 — 9:44 p.m. —
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a
larceny/theft on Iris Lane.

Lee County

Sheriff’s Report
04/22/20 — 8:53 a.m.
— Lee County Sheriff’'s
deputies arrested Ryan
Adam Schwartz, 35, of
Keokuk, at the sheriff's
office on a warrant for
violation of probation.
Those listed above
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire

& Rescue Report
04/22/20 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded
to two medical calls and
one welfare check.

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Clinics have been
postponed through April.
Please call our office at

with any questions.

(319) 3725225

In order to protect the health & safety of Lee County residents during this time

All TB & Immunization Clinics Have Been Postponed

#3jJohn,BennethiDrive; FortiMadison,

w,w,w:leecountyhd:ortg'
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From the Front/Classifieds

Federal stimulus puts $170M in
pockets of jobless lowans

JOBLESS - Continued from Page 1

Accommodation & Food Services (2,606)

A total of $169,633,800 was paid to 253,557 Iowans
in Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation
(FPUC) benefits. Iowa began paying Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance (PUA) weekly benefits during
this past week which are unemployment benefits paid
to the self-employed. A total of $6,320,718 in PUA
benefits were paid to 13,152 Iowans.

Employers or claimants with questions should begin
by reviewing all the information, videos and webi-
nars available at www.lowaWorkforceDevelopment.
gov. Additionally, important information has been

provided in multiple languages. Most questions can
be answered by spending time reviewing the infor-
mation, which is available in multiple languages. If
further questions exist, lowans can email questions at
uiclaimshelp@iwd.iowa.gov or call us at 1-866-239-
0843. Please review the guidance on the website for
information necessary to include in your email in
order to provide the best answers as well as what to
expect when calling us. The website is updated daily
as new information becomes available so please review
frequently.

For more information on the total data for this
week’s unemployment claims, please visit https://www.

iowalmi.gov/unemployment-insurance-statistics.

A Message to Our Community:

(Coronavirus); fact is that there is real fear.

Sonny’s Super Market (Sonny’s Super Market) is

out and meat department areas. Additional action
ly by our customers.
At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up

(319-837-6126), email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.

will be taken to wipe down surfaces touched regular-

for orders over $20. Orders can be placed via phone

com) or Facebook messanger (@sonnyssupermarket).

A Message From Sonny’s Super Market

Whether you believe in the true threat of COVID-19

OPEN and will continue to maintain standard sani-
tary procedures, as well as be proactive in the check-

Immediate reaction to Social Media is not
guaranteed.

THANK YOU for continued support of local,
independent businesses. Stay well.

Dale & Deina Merschbrock

319.837.6126

327 5™ Street, West Point, IA

FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
tv. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue
to harm your home or business for years to come.

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison - Burlington

1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

PEN CITY CURRENT
CLAMSSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Temporary
Job Opening

Advertise

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer
Reading Corps Associate
service member. This po-
sition will help with summer
reading activities in the li-
brary and help us take our
summer reading program to

in a brand
new way.

Message your

local daycare facilities. The cusfomers
position will be 300 hours
between May 26 and July Where fhey

25. Compensation includes
a living stipend as well as
an education award from the
National Service Trust upon
successful completion of the
full term of service.

spend their
time — online!

Application and complete job Cull Lee
description can be found at
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org (3‘9)37'.4‘25

or contact Sarah Clendineng
at (319) 372-5721.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

The average person is on their device
3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
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Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

Unlock

more savings —
with [auto + renters]

Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®
and see how simple combining your auto

and renters insurance can be!

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

\utomotive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
¢ Tune-Up

¢ Transmission Repair

¢ Alignments
¢ Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

Monthly

ly $50°°

2x2 Busmess Car Size Ad with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $24°°
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com « Email your ad to classifieds(@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today at 319.371.4125

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

Improved circulation

Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http;//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656

Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com 9

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Visit Us Online!  www.grrwacom  facebook com/grrwa

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

YOUR AD
HERE

319.371.4125

oY)
g8
g §§ Pasters Art
‘mn g 3 Flyers S_qulles
0 Printing
o Office
® Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Rvenue G 319.3712.2121
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING RREAS!

Here to help

you retire.

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I’'m not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.’

oo StateFarm’

State Farm

1708167.1 Bloomington, IL
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From the Front

lowa Chamber passes along Fareway COVID-19 donations

CARDS - Continued from Page 1

commerce members in the communities Fareway
serves.

ICCE distributed the Fareway gift cards to its
chamber of commerce members.

The Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce
received $2,000 in gift cards, which were distrib-
uted to local small businesses and their employees
that have been affected by COVID-19 shut downs
and restrictions as well as decreased foot traffic to
their businesses.

“Local chambers have the pulse in each com-
munity and how best to serve its small business

United Way of the Great River Region invites you to join with us
in recognizing volunteers in our commaunity!

National Volunteer Week
April 19-25, 2020

Thank you to volunteers who donate their time and talents to
RSVP workstations, special projects and community events:

members during this time of need,”
said Fareway President and CEO
Reynolds W. Cramer. “We hope this
relief reduces some of the stress our
community business partners are
facing.”

“We are so lucky to have been able
to receive these Fareway gift cards to
distribute to our local businesses to provide some
financial relief. This movement to support our
local businesses is such a generous and caring act
from Fareway during this pandemic and I'm so

COLLIER

e American Red Cross

e Central Lee Community School District
e City of Fort Madison

e Community Action of Southeast lowa

e Fort Madison Food Pantry

e Fort Madison Area Arts Association

e Fort Madison Community School District
e Fort Madison Elks Lodge

e Fort Madison YMCA

e Fort Madison Partners

e Fort Madison Public Library

o Keokuk Back to School Festival

o Keokuk Heritage Senior Center

e Keokuk Community School District

IMQPi

thankful that our Chamber was chosen to be part
of it,” said Fort Madison Chamber Coordinator
Savanna Collier.

“Our members work diligently every day to
strengthen communities throughout Iowa,” said
ICCE Executive Director Lane Till.

“Through this generous donation from Fareway,
our members will have the ability to help support
the small businesses that create the heart of each
of their communities”.

Follow the movement on Facebook with #Fare-
wayShopsLocal at facebook.com/fortmadison-
chamberofcommerce and facebook.com/fareway-
fortmadison177

LCHD
says 4th
in county
positive

LCHD - from Page 1

getting medication. When
you run these errands,
send only one person
from the household, if
possible and consider
wearing a mask.

Maintain at least a
six-foot physical distance
apart from others outside
your home when possible.

Stay home when even
mildly ill (the kind of
illness that normally
wouldn’t prevent you
from your everyday activ-
ities)

Cover coughs and
sneezes with a tissue or
your elbow/upper arm.

Wash hands frequently
with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds.

Call your medical
provider first if you need
medical care and notify
them of your symptoms.

Lee County Health De-
partment website, www.
leecountyhd.org, and
their Facebook page, will
continue to be updated
with information as well.
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ADVERTISE

e Lee County Health Department
e Milestones Area On Aging

e RAGBRAI

e RSVP Grocery Shoppers

Southeastern Community College

The Madison

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program
West Point Care Center

YOUR SERVICE
BUSINESS

1 Month
Only $50%

2x2 Business Card Size

Ad with Social Media

Place your ad
online 24/7

Wwww.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-

rent.com

Call (319)371.4125
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From the Front

State to “operationalize” drive thru testing next week

ASSESSMENT - Continued from Page 1

And we know testing
appointments for this
weekend are full. This
tells me Iowans are

ready to take the next
steps,” Reynolds said.

“We know more lo-
wans qualify than there
is testing available. We
are not up to capacity
yet, but after this week
we'll be able to ramp
up”

She said this Satur-
day’s first public testing
site at the Iowa Events
Center in Des Moines is
being considered a soft
launch with close to 250
people scheduled to be
tested at the site.

Reynolds said this will
allow state health offi-
cials staffing the event
to monitor logistics and
prepare for opening
more testing sites where
needed. She said the will
begin “operationalizing”

l-
«JMILLION
AMERICANS

COULD
HAVE

T1D

pLoliel jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Advertise
in a brand
new way.

Message your
customers
where they
spend their

time — online!

Call Lee
(319)371.4125

the Test Iowa testing
program next week.
Test lowa, a private/
public partnerships is
based on a model cre-
ated in Utah. Reynolds
said a conversation she
had with Iowa native
Ashton Kutcher turned
her attention toward
the effort. Iowa health
providers staff the sites,
while testing supplies
are provided through
the partnership.
“Testing has been an
issue throughout the
process and we have
been able to increase
the testing, but when
I learned about access
to significantly more
testing and more impor-
tantly the assessment
piece, which was ex-
tremely important...I
was very intrigued with
the capability it provid-

Thank you to all our customers who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

ed.” Reynolds said.

Many people respond-
ed to the site indicat-
ing they were having
trouble entering size
and weight. Reynolds
said the weight should
be calculated by inches
and logged as a numeral
only. Weight should be
listed as a pounds and a
number only.

Reynolds outlined
state testing numbers
Thursday in a slightly
different format. She
said 29,262 Iowans
have been tested for the
coronavirus and 13%
of those have tested
positive compared to a
national rate of 18.4% as
of Wednesday:.

The state did suffer
six additional deaths
bringing the total killed
by the illness to 96.

There was one addi-

Here are just a few
ways you can help:

tional outbreak con-
firmed at Manor Care
Health Services in Lynn
County bringing the
total outbreaks at long-
term care facilities to
12.

Reynolds said state
officials are looking
hard at the April 30
expiration of her latest
emergency declaration
order and could provide
additional details on
any expansion of that
on Friday.

“We might have
some news tomorrow,
but we're still thinking
about that,” she said.

With Reynolds repeat-
edly saying that reopen-
ing the state would be
based on data and could
be done regionally or
even on a communi-
ty-by-community basis
in a responsible and safe
manor, restaurant own-
ers are worried about
an influx of customers if

only a few are opened.

She said she was hold-
ing a call with the Jowa
Restaurant Owners
association on Thursday
to discuss options on
what reopening would
look like.

“They’ve sent recom-
mendations and they
can be a partner in re-
opening the restaurant
industry in a responsi-
ble manner,” she said.
“If we’ve got some hot
spots we need to be
mindful of what were
looking at.”

But she said even as
the state does start to
reopen people need to
keep in mind social dis-
tancing and be prepared
for a gradual opening
with people still doing
what they need to help
slow the spread.

The U.S. Department
of the Treasury sent
additional guidance on
the CARES Act to Iowa

To Do List

Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction

Place all recyclables loose in bins

Don’t recycle wrapping paper

Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

waste

Visit Us Online!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

1-319-524-6175

www.grrva.com

Wednesday evening on
how the state can utilize
the $1.25 billion in aid
the measure provided
the state.

Reynolds said some of
the money will be used
to help pay some of the
small business grants
backlogged in that
program, but said the
money cannot be used
to supplement local and
state budgets.

With the state’s
counties seeing sales
tax and hotel/motel tax
revenues dry up, Reyn-
olds said the adminis-
tration is trying to get
more flexibility in the
next round of stimulus
funding.

“We'll be sitting down
with our teams and
wading through this
new guidance,” she said.

“But right now none
of that money can be
used to supplement
budgets.”

Keokuk, IA

facebook.com/grrwa
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From the Front

County banks gearing up for PPP round 2

PPP - Continued from Page 1

According to SBA documentation, construction compa-
ny’s received the largest share of PPP loan dollars across the
country with 13.1% or about $45 billion. Professional, scien-
tific and Technical services, and manufacturing were the top
three industries in terms of allocation percentage.

Connection Bank President Matt Morris said staft there
processed 140 applications totaling $32.5 million in loans in
Lee and Des Moines County for their customers.

“We processed applications for all sizes of businesses.
From sole proprietors to large employers. We really focused
on our customers or those that we had some type of a con-
nection with simply because knowing your customer was a
big part of this program,” he said.

“We were concerned about some trying to take advantage

of the program by using a bank they didn’t have a rela-
tionship with and manipulating the numbers so we really
focused on those we knew.’

Morris said information was fast coming on the program
and all area banks put in extra time to make sure their cus-
tomers were taken care of.

“All of the community banks were in the same boat with
this program. We were all scrambling to take care of our
customers with limited information, but I think all of the
community banks did a great job doing what we are sup-
posed to do, and that is take care of our customers and the
communities we operate in.”

Barb Smidt, Market President with Two Rivers Bank &
Trust said the program had very short turnarounds, but staff
there implemented an online platform to accept not only
applications but the corresponding documentation to allow

With Pilot Grove Savings Bank
Savings Accounts

Click for Details'

No matter
what your age,
we can help you
plan your future.

319-469-3951

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

for electronic processing.

“Banks were called upon to participate in the Paycheck
Protection Program, and Two Rivers Bank & Trust did so in
an effort to help our customers and the economy as a whole
in these unprecedented times,” Smidt said

“There was a short turnaround time frames with limited
guidelines from the SBA, but we were able to implement an
online platform to accept applications/documentation and
electronically process the paperwork for approved loans”

Smidt said the loans she helped facilitate were all from
employers with 1-100 employees with 85% of her loans for
employers with less than 26 employees.

She said she still has applications that were submitted
after funding ran out, but has those ready to submit if addi-
tional funding is made available.

During a question and answer session Thursday after-
noon sponsored by Lee County Economic Development
Group, Scott Piper with Pilot Grove Savings Bank said there
is a backlog of applications in most banks.

“I think we're gonna get cranked up here again. We're
thinking probably Monday,” Piper said. “The house will ap-
prove it and it will go to the President’s desk. We're looking
forward to serving the next batch that didn’t get served in
the first portion of the program.”

Piper said he’s projecting the money will be used up again
in less than a week, but Pilot Grove has the backed up appli-
cations ready to go.

“We've been pretty good about pushing them though or
loading them into the SBA system as soon as we get them,”
he said. “They’re trickling in every day and I think once new
money is approved it will pick up a bit. I do believe there is
extra need.”

Janine Clover, Regional Director with the Iowa Small
Business Development Center, encouraged those taking out
the PPP loans to keep very good records.

“The borrower will need to work with lender to determine
forgiveness, but they need to keep very good records. Put
those funds, once you get them, in a separate account and
draw money as you use it then you can better track what
you are using it for;” Clover said.

Piper said it will be up to the customers as to what por-
tions of the loans are forgiven, based on records and solid
paperwork.

“I'm not sure banks hold the key to what loans will be
forgiven. It’s really the customer’s responsibility to carefully
keep good records at this stage,” he said.

“The SBA hasn't provided any guidance on what exact
records they’re going to be expecting and we probably won't
see those for another four weeks. It’s really critical at early
onset to really keep good records”

According to SBA guidelines the loans are 1% loans for
eight weeks but are forgivable if a minimum 75% is used for
payroll and the remainder on mortgage interest, rent and
utilities. The eight weeks start when the funds are received
by the borrower.
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