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Board gives Slater pay bump
SUPERINTENDENT:  School board extends contract, pushes pay to $197K

Governor 
touts TestIowa 
for all Iowans

COVID-19 UPDATE

Ambulance bids 
due by April 30

COUNTY

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Community School 
District has extended Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater’s contract 
by one year.

The extension was approved 5-2 Tuesday as part of the 
district’s regular Board of Director’s meeting held by telecon-
ference Monday night.

According to a copy of the contract received from Slater 
Tuesday afternoon, The move bumps Slater’s salary package 
beginning July 1 to $197,669 annually. That figure includes 
$14,000 in the district’s buyback of seven days vacation at 
$2,000 per day.

The district also pays for a 
family health and dental plan 
with a $1,000 deductible, long-
term disability, and $100,000 life 
insurance.

The board declined to extend 
Slater’s contract in 2019 after an 
issue came up regarding alleged 

interference with coaching decisions on playing time at Fort 
Madison High School’s sports programs. Her husband was 
also caught on video confronting FMHS head basketball coach 
Ryan Wilson, who then came forward with the allegations.

CITY COUNCIL
City may redo two more parking lots with rebate

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – City officials are 
still looking at options to spend almost a 
million dollars of a bond interest rebate 
from the state.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Fort 
Madison City Council held via teleconfer-

ence, Public Works Director Mark Bous-
selot told the council that the city got some 
good bids on replacing two city lots with 
permeable pavers, but still had about $1 
million of $1.6 million in rebates to spend 
on other projects.

The two lots will get permeable pavers 
to allow storm water to run through the 
pavers and into the subsurface rather than 

going into the city’s sanitary sewer lines.
That’s the crux of the rebate. It comes 

from money that the city spent rehabbing 
the waste water treatment plant several 
years ago at a cost of about $27 million. 
The city took out state bonds to pay for 
the work and the state rebates part of the 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON – Gov. Kim Reynolds an-
nounced today that a new assessment and 
testing tool called TestIowa.com is now open 
and all Iowans should take the assessment.

At Tuesday’s daily press conference from 
the state’s Emergency Operations Center, 
Reynolds encouraged all Iowans to take the 
assessment to give the state more information 
about the spread of the COVID-19 illness.

“I encourage every Iowan to go to TestIowa.
com to take the assessment,” she said.

The assessment can be accessed by clicking 
the following link: https://www.testiowa.com/

“The more Iowans who take the assessment, 
the more it will help us understand more 
about the virus, and the more we can to do 
mitigate and manage it.”

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Fort Madison and 
Keokuk city officials are hoping to have am-
bulance service proposals to the county by 
Friday, according to a Lee County Supervi-
sor.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Lee 
County Board of Supervisors held via tele-
conference, Supervisor Gary Folluo said it’s 
his understanding both cities are meeting 
Thursday and should have a proposal ready 
to come to the county by Friday.

However, no special meeting was set to 
review the proposals, prior to next Tuesday’s 
regular meeting.

A committee was formed about a month 
ago comprised of county and city elected 
officials and emergency response personnel, 
to look into the issue of county ambulance 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Crews tear up the intersection of Business 61 and 6th Street in the background behind piles of dirt being 
staged in Riverview Park. Several berms have been created in the park where fill dirt is being held while  
the highway goes under reconstruction.

See BOARD, page 7

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 22 Apr....................................................... Light Rain, 66.0º F/ 53.8º F
THU 23 Apr..........................................................Light Rain, 61.3º F/ 46.2º F
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SLATER WONDRA
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A Message From Sonny’s Super Market

319.837.6126 
327 5th Street, West Point, IA

A Message to Our Community:

Whether you believe in the true threat of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus); fact is that there is real fear.

Sonny’s Super Market (Sonny’s Super Market) is 
OPEN and will continue to maintain standard sani-
tary procedures, as well as be proactive in the check-
out and meat department areas. Additional action 
will be taken to wipe down surfaces touched regular-
ly by our customers.

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up 
for orders over $20. Orders can be placed via phone 
(319-837-6126), email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.
com) or Facebook messanger (@sonnyssupermarket). 

Immediate reaction to Social Media is not 
guaranteed.

THANK YOU for continued support of local, 
independent businesses. Stay well.

Dale & Deina Merschbrock

IR
T-

19
4

8
H

-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

OBITUARIES

DENNIS M. WHITE
Dennis Michael White, 65, of Keokuk, died Saturday, April 18, 2020 at his home.
He was born on March 5, 1955 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Jerry and Norma Car-

ter White. He graduated from Kahoka High school with the Class of 1974.
Dennis was a veteran of the United States Navy and served his 

country during the Vietnam War.
On June 16, 1979, he married the love of his life, Linda Lasley in 

Alexandria, MO. She survives.
He is also survived by three daughters, Christina White Koltzen-

burg (Cliff) of Warsaw, IL, Katherine Johnson of Wichita Falls, TX 
and Cimberly White-Leever (Chad) of Platte 
Center, NE, his grandchildren, Jonathon White 

(Erin), Lindsay Watkins (Bob), Jordan White (Danielle), Noah 
White Koltzenburg, Krista Bates (George), Juwan Johnson 
(Taylor), Dylan White-Leever (Brittany) and Nathan White-
Leever (Brittany), great-grandchildren, Sophia, Braeden, 
Nathanael, Gracie, Hadassah, Baylor, Adam, Jackson, Lilee, Isaiah, Evalyn, Taleah, 
Henley, Ruxin and Brynlee. He is also survived by his mother, Norma Jobe (Wal-
ter) of Keokuk, and two sisters, Debbie Thompson (Johnny) of Keokuk and Terry 
Snyder (Glen) of Buffalo, MN.

He was preceded in death by his father, twin great-grandsons, Mason and Mi-
cah, and two brothers, Craig and Jeffrey White.

Dennis had been employed at Roquette in Keokuk for twenty years, retiring in 
2017.

He enjoyed going hunting and fishing with his grandkids and brother-in-law. He 
also enjoyed playing Euchre and relaxing in his recliner. He especially enjoyed his 
wife’s wonderful cooking. Dennis was a loving husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather and his greatest joy was spending time with his family.

Due to the current COVID-19 situation and the restriction for public gather-
ings, a Celebration of Dennis’ life will be held at a later date

The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
On-line condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com.

WHITE

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

Bummer Summer Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

City signs stay posted at all city parks reminding residents to stay off 
playground equipment due to the coronavirus and COVID-19 outbreaks 
across the country. There is no sign of an opening as Iowa officials con-
tinue to expect a peak in infections later this month and into May.

First. Fresh. Local.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

service, after Lee County Ambulance Inc, couldn’t meet 
payroll.

The county gave the company about $36,000 to cover 
payroll at that time and since then, the ambulance service 
has been operating on a week-to-week bases, while officials 
scramble to have continuing service at the end of the fiscal 
year, which is June 30.

Garry Seyb Jr., a volunteer firefighter with Jackson Town-
ship Fire Dept., questioned the board on several issues 
including timelines for proposals, the level of service being 
offered, and how the county will fund anything over the 
$500,000 allocated in next year’s county budget.

“It seems the board is waiting for Fort Madison and Ke-
okuk to submit proposals, but even if you approved those 
today, they would have 70 days to get equipment in place. I 
guess I’m just asking how long you’ll give them to submit a 
bid,” Seyb asked at the start of the meeting.

Folluo said the county has received two proposals, one 
from Lee County Ambulance, Inc, the current provider, and 
the other from the Global Medical Response, the parent 
company of AirEvac, which operates an medical airlift base 
behind Fort Madison Community Hospital. That company 
is licensed to provide ground ambulance service as well.

He said the committee, which includes Fort Madison Fire 
Chief Joey Herren and Keokuk Fire Chief Gabe Rose, has 
learned the cities should have a proposal ready by the end 
of the week.

Supervisor Rick Larkin, who also sits on the committee, 
said it’s been his understanding that the committee would 
wait for proposals until April 30.

“During this whole process I’ve operated under the as-
sumption by May 1 we would have all the bids in and then 
proceed with our meetings, get a decision made and get it 
to the Board of Supervisors,” Larkin said. “That’s not official 
but that’s what I’ve been operating under – May 1.”

Fort Madison officials are considering preliminary steps 
Tuesday night to rezone some private and public property 
behind the fire station for a potential temporary warehouse 
to hold ambulances and staff.

Folluo said the city’s have been asked to answer a series of 
questions as part of their proposals including what level of 
service would be provided, among other things.

Fire Chief Joey Herren said Sunday that his proposal 
would be for advanced level service because the proposal 
would have to include hospital-to-hospital transfer service 
which mandates advanced level service.

Seyb said he’s heard that Rose is considering a basic level 
service.

“Joey indicated they were looking at an advanced service 
and Gabe said basic service. I guess til you have proposals 
you don’t know but those are real questions to ask,” Seyb 
said.

Folluo said the committee asked the cities to submit a 
proposal by 5 p.m. at the end of the month.

“Assuming they can meet that goal by that point, we’ll 
look at our proposals and review the answers to the ques-
tions. Then we’ll come to the Board of Supervisors and see 

what the board want to do,” Folluo said.
Board chairman Ron Fedler said after the committee has 

all the facts and information, he will call a special meeting 
if need to address the issues.

“But I can’t do that until they are ready to submit the 
proposals to the Board,” Fedler said.

In an unrelated issue, the board also tabled action on 
design services for exterior rehabilitation of the North Lee 
County Courthouse.

Fedler said he wanted the issue tabled until the county 
had a better idea of what their financial position will be in 
the next 30 to 60 days depending on the disposition of state 
and federal pandemic orders.

“I think delaying it at this time is the probably the most 
prudent thing to do,” Fedler said.

“We don’t have the money to tuckpoint the Fort Madison 
courthouse and we would have to bond to pay for the work 

and that would increase our tax on residents. I will not 
support this at this time and would like to see us save our 
money right now.”

County Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said the county 
is down about 8% in property tax revenue compared to last 
year.

“From previous years to this year overall, we are just 
about 8% less than last year for getting taxes in. I’m includ-
ing some of the money we get from the state for credits 
aside from property taxes. So we’re not doing too bad,” she 
said.

In other action, the board:
• voted 5-0 on a Child Abuse Prevention Month procla-

mation.
• voted 5-0 to approve a renewal of a lease agreement 

with Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services for office 
space at the DHS buiding in Keokuk

BOARD - Continued from Page 1

Cities meeting Thursday to discuss ambulance proposals

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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With Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

interest paid on the bonds 
to the city to help mitigate 
additional storm water 
runoff through sanctioned 
projects.

The snag is that the city 
can only use the rebated 
funds to pay for projects 
approved by the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
The fund aren’t allocated to 
the city’s general fund and 
cannot be used on any other 
projects.

City Manager David 
Varley also cautioned the 
council that there is time 
constraints on getting 
projects approved, and the 
funds are “use it or lose it”.

“We’ve got a one chance 
shot at it and that’s it. You 
don’t get more out of it,” 
Varley said. “If we don’t use 
it in a certain time frame we 
lose it and it goes back into 
a state pool that others can 
use. So basically it’s use it or 
lose it.”

Back in 2017 and 2018 
the city was looking at re-
doing all the sidewalks from 
6th Street to 10th Street on 
Avenue G with permeable 
pavers but the project got 
tangled up with bids that 
were outside the scope of 

estimates from the city’s 
engineering provider HR 
Green out of Cedar Rapids.

After going back to the 
drawing board several times 
to rework the project and 
make it fit the $1.6 million 
available, the city finally 
cut the project and looked 
for other options, eventu-
ally settling on the two city 
lots. The first is the city lot 
behind City Hall at 8th and 
Avenue D. The second is 
the city lot at 8th Street and 
Avenue F.

Meller Excavating and 
Asphalt of Fort Madison 
had the low bid for the 
project, which includes 
both lots, at $429,533. After 
engineering fees and other 
associated costs, Bousselot 
said the city had about a 
million bucks left.

City councilwoman Re-
becca Bowker asked what 
happens to the remaining 
money and how can it be 
repurposed.

“We’ve tried to figure 
out how to reallocate the 
funds,” Bousselot said. 
“We’re working with 
engineering and we’ve put 
together a plan for the DNR 
and we’re looking now 

at lot on 8th and Avenue 
H, which is a city lot, and 
the parking lot in front of 
council chambers.”

In an unrelated issue, 
Bousselot told the council 
that he’s not concerned a 
recent finding of old tim-
bers under the subsurface 
of the Hwy. 61 reconstruc-
tion project underway in 
Fort Madison will slow the 
project.

Bousselot told the council 
his last conversations with 
Bear Creek Archeaologists 
was that they were going 
to take some samples from 
the timbers back to be 
analyzed, but they think 
it may be a part of an old 
railroad spur in the area. 
But because they confirm 
the material on site, they 
have to treat it like it’s part 
of the old fort.

“This is week 5 and they 
have a five-week contract. 
They anticipate taking some 
pieces back, but they plan 
on sticking to their sched-
ule,” Bousselot said.

“They think it has to 
be tied to a rail spur but 
they can’t confirm that so 
they have to treat it as fort 
material.”

COUNCIL - Continued from Page 1

Artifacts won’t hold up city project
Submitted article

LEE COUNTY – With the Lee Coun-
ty Board of Supervisor’s vote on April 
7th to keep county buildings closed to 
the public through April 30, 2020, Lee 
County Health Department staff have 
been thinking “outside the box” and 
finding new ways to provide continued 
services.

“Our services are offered throughout 
the life span so we have found creative 
ways to continue our Maternal and 
Child Health programs, our HOPES 
home visiting services, and our Home 
Care and Hospice programs.” states 
Michele Ross, LCHD Administrator. “It 
is how they continue that has changed 
a bit.”

When the decision was made to close 
the buildings, and for staff to practice 
social distancing staff reached out to 
families enrolled in HOPES and Mater-
nal Health programs to see what form 
of communication would work best for 
them. Telehealth, an approved video 
chat format, or an old fashion phone 
call were the options for many families. 
“For HOPES, we follow up after phone 
calls with emails for curriculum and 
information sharing,” says Amy Cook, 
Family Support Worker.

For the Maternal Health program 
education to expectant mothers like 
stages of baby’s growth, tobacco ces-
sation if needed, and general what to 
expect when baby comes, plus more, 
continues.

“Although we miss the more per-

sonal, in-person interaction with our 
clients, we are happy that we are still 
able to provide support and guidance 
to these expectant mothers,” adds Jillian 
Ireland, RN, Maternal-Child & Ado-
lescent Health Program Nurse.  “We 
have also reached out to our partner-
ing OB offices about any changes they 
have implemented in their office due 
to COVID-19, so we are able to inform 
our clients as well.” 

The 1st Five Program works with 
families with children 0-5 on develop-
mental skills, and can be a connection 
between families and service providers. 
Not only can providers get ahold of 1st 
Five Coordinators at the LCHD office, 
they can also fax (844) 296-0282 with 
information.

For programs like Child Health, 
Homecare, and Hospice social distanc-
ing can be difficult, however, providing 
quality care to clients, especially those 
at high risk is extremely important 
right now. “Our staff nurses and home-
care aides are wearing the appropriate 
PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) 
when they go into a client’s home,” says 
Becky Worster, LCHD Community 
Health/Nursing Program Director.

Homecare aides are still assisting 
clients with their needs. Hospice clients 
and families are still receiving nursing 
visits, and needed support during this 
difficult time. “Right now, it is even a 
more difficult time for families, but our 
staff continue to step up to the plate to 
make sure that clients and families have 
what they need,” adds Worster.

LCHD still rolling out services

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/savings
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Temporary
Job Opening

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer 
Reading Corps Associate 
service member.  This po-
sition will help with summer 
reading activities in the li-
brary and help us take our 
summer reading program to 
local daycare facilities.  The 
position will be 300 hours 
between May 26 and July 
25.  Compensation includes 
a living stipend as well as 
an education award from the 
National Service Trust upon 
successful completion of the 
full term of service. 
Application and complete job 
description can be found at 
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org 
or contact Sarah Clendineng 
at (319) 372-5721.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE

WEST POINT UTILITY 
SYSTEM

WEST POINT, IOWA
March 10th, 2020

The West Point Munic-
ipal Utility System Board 
of Trustees met in regular

session at, West Point 
City Hall, West Point, 
Iowa 52656 on March 
10th, 2020. Board Chair-
man Randy Welding 
presided and called the 
meeting to order at 5:30 
p.m. Board Members Ted 
Vonderhaar and Board 
Member Brian Schmitz 
were present. Tentative 
agenda was approved 
by consensus. Status of 
delinquent accounts was 
discussed and considered 
by Board Members in 
detail. Field operations 
report, as prepared by 
Utility Superintendent, 
was discussed by Board 
Members in detail.

Board Chairman was 
reported on the following: 
The next regular Utility 
System Board Meeting is 
scheduled to be held on 
Tuesday, April 14th, 2020 
at West Point City Hall 
5:30 p.m. and is open to 
the public. On motion, 
minutes of prior regular 
meeting of February 11th, 
2020 was approved. 
On motion, approved 
warrants payable for 
March 2020 as present-
ed. On motion, meeting 
adjourned at 6:30p.m., 
March 10th, 2020.

EXPENDITURES FOR 
MAY 2018

3rd GENERATION ELEC-
TRIC - TRENCHING
..............................150.00
ABOLT, RON - REBATE
..............................100.00
3RD GENERATION 
ELEC - TRENCHING
..............................825.00
AMAZON - 
GRINDER,EAR PLUGS
..............................208.22
DAILY DEMOCRAT- LE-
GAL PUBLICATION
................................54.58
DELTA DENTAL - INSUR-
ANCE....................124.57
EFTPS - FED/FICA TAX
..............................543.97
FLETCHER-REINHARDT 
- TRANSFORMER 
SLING, ADAPTERS
...........................3,463.80
FLOYDS- TRASH PICK 
UP..........................120.00
HUFFMAN WELDING 
- DRAIN PAN, JACK, 
LIGHTS.................381.00
IMFOA - ANNUAL DUES
................................25.00

IOWA DPT OF REVE-
NUE- EXCISE, SALES, 
PROPERTY TAX
...........................3,089.79
IOWA ONE CALL - LO-
CATE SERVICES....60.30
IPERS -RETIREMENT
..............................361.67
J&M - OUTAGE SUP-
PLIES........................7.54
MASTERCARD.......43.66
MCFARLAND - OFFICE 
SUPPLIES...............36.05
MEDIACOM - TELE / 
INTERNET.............258.06
PETTY CASH - PAPER 
TOWELS.................21.05
RATHBUN REGIONAL 
WATER - WATER PUR-
CHASE...............6,057.00
RESALE POWER 
GROUP OF IOWA - 
WHOLESALE ELEC
.........................55,994.11
SENSUS USA - ANNUAL 
SOFTWARE SUPPORT
...........................1,949.94
SONNY’S - SASSO MTG 
SUPPLIES...............21.56
STATE HYGIENIC LAB - 
LAB FEES...............13.00
STEFFENSMEIER 
WELDING - TRUCK RE-
PAIRS....................277.08
STUART C. IRBY - WIRE
...........................3,381.20
SUN LIFE FINANCIAL - 
INSURANCE.........102.17
TASCO - PAGER SER-
VICE......................132.45
TREASURER STATE OF 
IOWA - STATE, EXCISE 
,SALES TAX............80.82
WELLMARK BC/BS OF 
IOWA - INSURANCE
...........................2,368.31
WEST POINT LUMBER - 
PLYWOOD, SUPPLIES
................................87.61
WEST POINT UTILITIES 
- UTILITY CHARGES
...........................1,828.29
WEX BANK - GASOLINE
..............................433.79

/s/ Randy Welding, 
Chairman

Attest: Dawn M. Holt-
kamp, Billing & Collection

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

The regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors of 
Great Prairie Area Edu-
cation Agency was held 
on March 10, 2020, at the 
Fairfield Arts & Conven-
tion Center, 200 N Main, 
Fairfield, IA. 

I. Meeting was called to 
order by President Ballard 
at 5:30 p.m.

Members Present: 
Melissa Ballard, Rhonda 
Frevert, Matt Greiner, 
Margaret Kelly, Cindy 
Kurtz-Hopkins, Patricia 
Miletich, Victoria Stephen-
son, and Lora Wolff

Also Present: Dr. Cindy 
Yelick, Dr. Angelisa Fy-
naardt, Dr. Sally Lindgren, 
Dennis Gourley, Greg 

Manske, and Jennifer 
Woodley

II. Open Forum - The 
following visitors request-
ed to address the Board:

1. Heather Swanstrom, 
Ottumwa Education Asso-
ciation

III. Motion was made by 
Greiner and seconded by 
Stephenson to approve 
the agenda and adden-
dum as posted.

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

IV. It was moved by 
Stephenson and second-
ed by Kelly to approve 
the previous minutes as 
posted.

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

V. Motion was made by 
Greiner and seconded 
by Kelly to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and 
Invoices Payable.

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

VI. Motion was made by 
Stephenson and second-
ed by Frevert to approve 
the new employee con-
tracts as presented.

a. Rich Schulte, Direc-
tor of District Services, 
241 days, $137,394

b. Alyssa Adamec, Au-
diologist, 194 days, PHD, 
Step 2, $54,697

c. Rebecca Sims, Au-
diologist, 194 days, PHD, 
Step 7, $61,137

d. Lindsey Johnson, 
Special Education Con-
sultant, 194 days, MA, 
Step 6, $51,259

e. Kristin Sparbel, 
Speech and Language 
Pathologist, 194 days, 
MA+30, Step 5, $53,407

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

VII. Motion was made 
by Greiner and second-
ed by Stephenson to 
approve the employee 
resignation as presented.

a. Melanie Anderson 
Collora, Literacy Consul-
tant

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

VIII. Motion was made 
by Stephenson and 
seconded by Frevert to 
accept the roof bid from 
Brockway Mechanical & 
Roofing as presented.

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

IX. Nomination was 
made by Stephenson and 
seconded by Greiner to 
elect Melissa Ballard to 
represent Great Prairie 
AEA on the IAAEA Gov-
erning Board. 

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

X. Board Reports - No 
action.

XI. Motion was made 
by Greiner and seconded 

by Wolff to go into closed 
session in accordance 
with Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(i) to evaluate the 
professional competency 
of an individual whose 
appointment, hiring, 
performance or discharge 
is being considered to 
prevent needless and 
irreparable injury to that 
individual’s reputation.

Motion was made 
by Kurtz- Hopkins and 
seconded by Stephenson 
to come out of closed 
session.

Roll Call Vote:
Ballard	 Yes
Frevert 	 Yes
Greiner	 Yes
Kelly 		 Yes
Kurtz-Hopkins	Yes 		

Time In: 6:11 p.m.
Stephenson	 Yes		

Time Out: 6:50 p.m.
Wolff		  Yes

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

The Board acknowl-
edges receipt of the Chief 
Administrative evaluation. 

XII. Motion was made 
by Greiner and seconded 
by Kelly to go into exempt 
session in accordance 
with Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(j) to discuss 
the purchase or sale of 
particular real estate, 
but only when prema-
ture disclosure could be 
reasonably expected to 
increase the price the 
board would have to pay 
for the property, or in case 
of a sale reduce the price 
the board could receive 
for the property.

Motion was made by 
Kelly and seconded by 
Stephenson to come out 
of the closed session.

Roll Call Vote:
Ballard	 Yes
Frevert 	 Yes
Greiner	 Yes
Kelly 		 Yes
Kurtz-Hopkins	Yes 		

Time In: 6:51 p.m.
Stephenson	 Yes		

Time Out: 7:26 p.m.
Wolff		  Yes

Motion Carried Unani-
mously.

Motion was made by 
Greiner and seconded by 
Stephenson to postpone 
the topic until further infor-
mation is provided. 

XIII.	 Board moved 
into exempt session in 
accordance with Iowa 
Code Section 20.17(3) 
Negotiating sessions, 
strategy meetings of pub-
lic employers or employee 
organizations, mediation 
and the deliberative pro-
cess of arbitration.

Time In: 7:27 p.m.
Time Out: 7:47 p.m.
Motion Carried Unani-

mously.
XIV. There being no fur-

ther business to discuss 
the President adjourned 
the meeting. Time: 7:47 
p.m.

Board Secretary
Board President
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Classifieds

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info
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Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
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and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!
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Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad plus Social Media
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

Board President Dr. Tim 
Wondra released a state-
ment following the meet-
ing Tuesday explaining the 
move and the 1.6% salary 
increase that comes with 
the extension. The board 
hadn’t taken action on 
Slater’s contract since 2018.

“During these unprec-
edented times the Board 
felt ensuring continuity 
at the top of our district 
has never been more 
paramount and thankfully 
our Superintendent, our 
District Administrators, 
Principals and Instruc-
tional Coaches are in place 
and will provide steady 
leadership to our staff and 
students,” Wondra wrote in 
the release.

“We will need all their 
experience and knowledge 
as we move forward. The 
FMCSD Board and Dr. 
Slater are committed to 
continuing the positive 
relationship they have de-
veloped over the past four 

years with staff, students, 
parents and the commu-
nity.”

Wondra also highlight-
ed Slater’s commitments 
to the community as a 
member of Kiwanis and 
Rotary, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and Lee 
County Economic Devel-
opment Group. Slater was 
also appointed to the Great 
Prairie Area Education 
Agency’s Superintendent’s 
Advisory Council last year.

Slater’s board evaluation 
was conducted last month 
in closed session. The 
last evaluation took three 
closed sessions and close 
to five weeks for the board 
to determine they wouldn’t 
be taking action on the 
contract that year.

Board members Brad 
Menke and Brian Steffens-
meier voted against the 
extension. Steffensmeier 
said he thought Slater 
was doing a good job, but 
in the current uncertain 

times he was concerned 
about spending the addi-
tional money.

“I feel in these times we 
should table this until we 
know if the budget is going 
to be cut,” Steffensmei-
er said when casting his 
vote. “We’re in uncertain 
times. Erin, you’re doing 
a good job, but where do 
we start cutting. We know 
the budget’s going to get 
cut and I feel bad that your 
evaluation has come up at 
this time.”

Slater came to the 
district at the start of the 
2016 school year with a 
contract for $170,000 per 
year. However the district 
bought out 15 days of her 
vacation increasing her pay 
to $188,000. For the next 
two years the district again 
purchased seven vacation 
days at $2,000 per day tak-
ing her total compensation 
to $192,000 in 2018. Her 
2017-18 contract called for 
a salary of $178,000.

No extension or salary 
adjustment was given in 
2019.

In other action, the 
board:

• approved the purchase 
of a new football score-
board for the high school 
field at a cost of $58,702. 
The board also approved 
lifetime advertising con-
tracts with Lee County 
Bank, Pilot Grove Savings 
Bank, Connection Bank 
and Mohrfeld Electric. The 
three banks committed 
$15,000 each for lifetime 

spots on three of the 
boards, while Mohrfeld 
Electric will get a spot as 
trade for costs associat-
ed with the erection and 
installation of the sign.

• suspended graduation 
requirements for the senior 
class of 2020 due to the 
pandemic outbreak.

• suspended the 2020 
school calendar in the 
wake of Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds cancellation of the rest 

of the school year.
• approved an indepen-

dent audit for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2019 
with high marks for the 
district’s financial process-
es.

• heard from a par-
ent who was concerned 
the district’s system for 
calculating GPA at the 
high school is detrimental 
to some students taking 
additional coursework.

BOARD - Continued from Page 1

FM School board approves new $58K FMHS scoreboard

The new system is a pub-
lic/private partnership that 
assesses Iowans, sets up test-
ing for those that are eligible 
based on the assessment, 
and then can initiate contact 
tracing for those who test 
positive.

The state will be setting up 
drive thru testing sites that 
reflect TestIowa’s data on 
where hot spots and clusters 
are located.

Iowa is only the second 
state in the nation to use the 
system. Utah was the first 
state to work within the part-
nership and just this week 
hit 3,000 additional tests per 
day.

Reynolds said the new 
program will let the state 
ramp up to the additional 
3,000 tests on top of what the 
state is currently doing.

Representatives from three 
private groups represent-
ing the partnership, were 
brought into the presser, 
who said all data provided is 
owned by the state of Iowa 
and is protected at all points 
of data transmission.

“This will be very helpful 
as Iowans go online and take 
the assessment and see where 
hot spots are, where clusters 
are, and where we’re healthy 
where Iowans were doing 
what they were supposed to 
do,” Reynolds said.

When Iowans visit the 

TestIowa.com site, they will 
take an assessment and pro-
vide basic information. Once 
the assessment is complete 
a follow up email will be 
sent, and if the assessment 
triggers a test, individuals 
will be allowed to pick a time 
at some point in the future 
to be tested, and then tracing 
will begin for anyone testing 
positive.

Health officials are going 
to focus efforts initially on 
first responders, health care 
workers, and other essential 

workforce, including the 
food supply chain and manu-
facturers.

Results from the drive thru 
swab stations are typically 
available in 48 to 72 hours 
and are at no cost to the 
individuals, according to 
Reynolds.

State health officials are 
setting the first drive thru 
site at a Tama long-term care 
facility Thursday, and the 
first public site will be at the 
Iowa Events Center parking 
lot in Des Moines.

GOVERNOR - Continued from Page 1

State to set up drive thru testing

https://www.leecountybank.com/
https://completerentalfm.com/
http://TestIowa.com
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