
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A suspect shot 
by a Fort Madison police officer inside 
the Scotts Miracle-Gro facility Tues-
day night was the same man involved 
in a shooting about 45 minutes prior 
in a Fort Madison neighborhood

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark 

Rohloff confirmed early Wednesday 
morning that the suspect, who was 
shot by a Fort Madison Police officer 
twice in the chest, was the same 
person who had shot a Fort Madison 
man in the neck about 45 minutes 
earlier.

The first shooting took place around 
10:15 p.m in the 3100 block of Avenue 
O. Officials at the scene said law en-
forcement officers were actively look-
ing for the suspect in the shooting.

At about 10:55 p.m., another call 

came in from LeeComm that a male 
subject had entered the Scotts facility 
and was running through the plant. A 
very short time later, the suspect was 
reported to have a gun and a radio 
and moments later officers reported 
shots had been fired and the suspect 
was down.

“We have an officer involved shoot-
ing at the Scotts facility and I can’t go 
into much more detail than that at 
this point,” said Fort Madison Police 
Chief Mark Rohloff.
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Editor’s Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
best read news articles 
from our website penci-
tycurrent.com, the top 
social media posts, and 
the photos that impressed 
the most readers from 
each month.

Each issue of 2019 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories & photos based on 
that data.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2019

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
man with a gun was shot 
by local authorities at 
Scotts Miracle-Gro Tues-
day night after he ran into 
the warehouse armed.

The suspect, who was 
wearing a yellow hood-
ie, was shot twice in the 
chest and was transported 
to Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital. No addi-
tional details are available.

Law enforcement was 
called to the scene at 
about 10:55 p.m, with a 
report of a man running 
through the facility with 
a gun.

The call came about 45 
minutes after a shooting 
took place in the 3100 
block of Avenue O. It is 
not known at this time if 
the shootings are related.

According to an officer 
at the scene, a search team 
was being formed at that 
time to hunt for someone 
who shot a man in the 
neck behind a home on 
the block.

Fort Madison Police, 
Lee County Sheriff ’s dep-
uties, and the Iowa State 
Patrol were on the scene 
of the shooting.

Shooting’s top final look back

Police shoot 
armed suspect at 
Scotts Dec. 10

Area authorities gathered outside the Scotts Miracle Gro facility on Tuesday, Dec. 10 following 
an officer-involved shooting of an armed suspect running loose in the facility. The officer, Cory 
Brown of the Fort Madison Police Department, shot and killed the suspect and was cleared of 
any wrong doing.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

17,254 views, 15,516 
engagements - Dec. 10, 
2019

Suspect involved in earlier Dec. 10 shooting in FM

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
Authorities have released 
the name of the man shot 
and killed at a local man-

ufacturing plant Tuesday 
night.

Robert Allen Elfgen, 42, 
of West Point, was shot 
and killed by a Fort Mad-
ison police officer while 
brandishing a handgun at 
Scotts Miracle-Gro Tues-

day night just after 11 p.m.
An autopsy has been 

scheduled at the Office of 
the Iowa State Medical Ex-
aminer for Friday.

The officer who fired the 
shot has not been identi-
fied and has been placed 
on administrative leave 
per FMPD policy pending 

the outcome of the inves-
tigation.

Investigators continue 
to look into the connec-
tion of the officer-involved 
shooting and a shooting 
that took place in the 3100 
block of Avenue O about 
45 minutes prior to Elfgen 
appearing at Scotts.

WP man was suspect shot and killed at Scotts

11,439 views, 10,228 engagements 
- Dec. 11, 2019

10,541 views, 9,280 engagements - Dec. 11, 2019
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With Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
Savings Accounts

319-469-3951

Click for Details

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

‘Caretakers’ bring in Hopp family harvest
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – “And on the 8th day, God looked 
down on his planned paradise and said, ‘I need a caretak-
er.’ So God made a farmer.”

The words were made famous by legendary radio host 
Paul Harvey, but were quickly recalled by Jill Hopp Mon-
day on a beautiful morning just southwest of Donnellson.

Hopp was joined by her sons Jason and Jim, other fami-
ly members and friends, as a couple dozen other ‘caretak-
ers’ descended on three acreages that Jill and Bruce Hopp 
have owned in the area since the mid-70s.

The mood was light and supportive, but somber, as 
Bruce died just six weeks ago of pancreatic cancer.

Jill said the outpouring of support has been something 
she’d seen, heard, and been a part of, but was still over-
whelming.

“My phone just hasn’t stopped ringing. You don’t have 
to ask – they just show up.” she said.

She said it’s an instinct of a farmer that has been per-
fected from generation to generation. Her husband was 
always in on any similar efforts for other farming families.

“He would be one of the first ones there to help. That’s 
just what they do.”

Hopp said they played the words of Paul Harvey’s poem 
at the end of her husband’s funeral.

“Bruce loved that poem,” she said.
 “Every day, Paul Harvey at the end of his show, would 

mention a couple that had been married for 50 years and 
Bruce always said we were gonna be on Paul Harvey for 
our 50 years.

“He died 10 days before our 50th anniversary. I’ll never, 
ever forget that.”

About $8 million in equipment run by a couple dozen 

local farmers was fired up at about 9:30 a.m. and hit the 
rows of corn that were still to be pulled from the Hopp 
land.

Jill and other friends took to the barn to prepare a large 
meal befitting the effort. Gary Schiller, who helped or-
ganize the event, along with Bill Benjamin, said all three 
acreages, close to 450 acres, would be harvested in about 
four hours if everything went according to plan.

Combines lined up in rows and harvested eight to 10 
rows at a time as grain wagons rolled next to the com-
bines to capture the grain and haul it to other wagons 
that either took the grain to elevators, or to Roquette in 
Keokuk.

The grain wagons would then rotate back in parallel to 
the combines and the process continued until all the corn 
had been pulled from the fields.

Schiller said organizing the event was almost as quick, 
because it’s wasn’t an issue of if they will come. Farmers 
are an entrenched fraternity and Schiller said it was just a 
matter of where and when.

“This is what the community wanted to do. They want-
ed to come and help out the Hopp family,” he said.

“Months ago this started and people called me. I told 
them we would do it and I said let’s wait until everyone 
has their property under control. And then we just picked 
a day – and boy did we get a beautiful one.”

9,600 views, 6,548 engagements - Nov. 26, 2019

A drone photo shows about six tractors and combines from area farmers who came together to 
help bring in the crops of Bruce and Jill Hopp of Donnellson. Bruce died in October. 

Photo courtesy Jason Mueller/ ChemGro Agronomy
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison
319-372-4882

Now serving you with more hours
Mon. & Tues., 8-5; Wed. & Thurs., 7:30-4

Open to the Public!
Cash Prizes!

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Fort Madison firefighters work on cutting a hole in the roof of a 
home in the 1500 block of Avenue E on Nov 7. The home was 
destroyed by a fire that broke out in the upper floors and spread to 
the back of the home.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC6,842 views, 1,225 engagements - Nov. 7, 2019

MOUNT PLEASANT – 
Local officials are con-
cerned that a bridge closure 
on Hwy. 218 near Salem 
will send heavy traffic on 
secondary roads and bridg-
es in Lee County.

Bridge repairs to the 
northbound U.S. 218 
bridge over South Fish 
Creek in Henry County 

will begin on Saturday and 
will require closing the 
bridge for approximately 
two weeks, weather permit-
ting, according to the Iowa 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Mount Pleasant 
construction office.

Dynamic Message Signs 
will be in place along state 
highway routes to alert 

motorists of the pending 
bridge closure.

Through traffic will be 
directed onto a 56-mile 
marked detour route (see 
map) using Iowa 2 (east 
and west for approx. 8.4 
miles), U.S. 61 (south and 
north approx. 22.4 miles), 
and U.S. 34 (east and west 
approx. 25.4 miles).

DOT sets 56-mile detour for bridge work
8,919 views, 5,907 engagements - Nov. 20, 2019

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A scary situation in a Fort Madison High School classroom 
last week has a student thankful for the quick action of a teacher.

Last week senior Diego Lozano was sipping on a bottle of water and had the cap 
of the bottle in his teeth when he laughed at something said in the room and the cap 
slipped down through the back of his mouth into his esophagus.

Lozano, who is ranked 9th in IAWrestle magazine for the upcoming wrestling 
season, said he alerted a friend sitting next to him that he was choking and then ran 
to a classroom trash can.

“It’s kind of sketchy, but I remember I was just sitting in class and laughed and it 
just went down,” Lozano said. “I told my friend Mike (Mosena) I was choking. I had 
the whole bottle cap on my lips and it went straight down my throat.”

Lozano said he began to vomit as his body reacted to the blockage and then he got 
very weak and sank to the floor and blacked out.

The next thing he remembers was he was standing over the trash can and someone 
was giving him the Heimlich Maneuver, which is quick thrusts back and up under a 
person’s diaphragm.

“I was standing over the trash can and my legs went weak. I went down and then 
she came in and Heimliched me seven or eight times and then I coughed it up,” 
Lozano said.

“I stopped breathing and was unconscious.”
Malissa Nelson, a special education instructor, was alerted to the situation when 

Mosena went running down the hall looking for help.
“I had just left the office and was heading back to my classroom. I saw a student 

sprinting and asked him what was going on,” she said. 
“He informed me that there was a kid choking. I asked where the kid was and ran 

there. When I got there, the student was choking and moving very little air. I told the 
student that I was going to do the Heimlich and it was going to hurt.”

FMHS teacher saves 
student from choking

8,919 views, 5,907 engagements - Nov. 20, 2019
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2019
Charles S. Abell III

Arthur Ritchey
Adkisson, Jr.

John Charles Allen
D. Darleen “Dee” Allison
Percy Franklin “Pooch” 

Ames Jr.
Charlotte Dyan Anderson

David J. Anderson
Dolores Anderson

Leonard D. Anderson
Nancy Marie Anderson

Robert W. Anderson 
Patricia C. Arie

Andrea Lea Arnold
Arlene Jane Arnold

Carlson
Adrienne Paige Bacon
William Edward Bailey

Betty J. Baker
Everett Leroy Baker

Brian E. Bandy
Karen Elizabeth Bangert

Richard Bangert
Jack Lee Barber

Doris Irene Bartlett 
Jeanette Bartlett-Scanlan
Ruth Katherine Basham

Gerald Oliver Baum
Eula Waneta Beach

Rita Jane Beach

Carol T. Beckman
Shane Allen Beebe

Phyllis Ilene Benner
Francis “Frank” A. Bentler

Joan M. Bentler
Mary Belle Bergmeier
Curtis Leon Bernand I

Thomas “Tom” W.
Bernhardt

Deborah Ann “Debi” 
Bishop

JoAnn Marie Blind
Ricky “Rick” Lee Blint

Terry L. Blint
Teresa M. Boecker

Harold Edward “Harry” 
Boeding 

Carolyn Kay
Bohnenkamp

Delbert H. Bohnenkamp
Lisa K. Bohnenkamp

Linda J. Boone
Betty Joan (Bostock) 

Radel
Jeffery Thompson Boyd

Harley “John” Boyer
Lola Mae Boyer

James “Jim” P. Bozarth
Patricia Frances Brandt 

Green Moehn
Gloria “Jean” Brasfield

Richard Paul Brasfield
Jesse Brewer

George Brown
Norma May Brown

Sharon Elizabeth Brown
Timothy Andrew Brown

Helen Leona Bruder
Anthony Douglas Bucher

Jaden Michael Budoff
William H. “Bill” Buntin 

Diana J. Burdette
David Wayne Burford

Dixie Lee Bush 
Martha Jean Butler
Tammy Jean Butler

Kevin William Califf
David W. Campbell

Virginia Ann (Folker) 
Carnes

Lois M. Cavanaugh
Marie A. Clark

Dustin Paul Clatt
Eileen Rose Clemons

Foster Earl Cline
Jerry Lee Colwell

Doris Evelyn Congdon
Dorothy Conger

Charles Lester Coovert
Charles “Chod” Coppage

Stanley Wesley Corns
William F. ‘‘Bill“ Courtney

Celia Mae Courtois
Ruth Covington

James “Jim” Crabtree
Jason T. Cramblit

William “Bill” P. Crom
Carroll “Tootie”
Cunningham, Jr.
Pamela Jo Daggs

Charles Frank Davis
Dorothy Maher Davis

Roger W. DeBuhr
Sandra Kay “Sandy” Deck

Paula De Kraai
Larry Lee Deming
D. Charlene Denly

Richard “Dutch” Eugene 
Denly

Eileen Rose “Lover” 
Denning

Danny L. Denson
Ronald W. Derrickson
Charles Arthur DeWitt

Sharon Kay Dial
Matthew Wendell Dickey 

Bernard John “BJ”
Dingman, Jr.

Raymond L. Donaldson
Esther L. Drollinger

Lynley Eugene “Earl” 
Duke

Melvin Duncan, Jr.
Virginia Edlen

Randall Joseph Eid
Thomas C. Ensminger

LaVerne Mark Faulkner
Michael Paul Faulkner

Virgil A. Fedler
Dennis Paul Feikert

Margaret L. Fett
Robert W. Fields

Dale Thomas Fincher
Brandon Scott Fitzgerald
Jesse Franklin Foglesong, 

Sr.
Stephen Ray Folker

Donald E. Ford
David Canby Fortado

Judy M. Foss
Kenna Lea Fraise

Steven Lynn Francis
Susan J. Francis

Sharran A. Freeman

Dacia Nicole Fry
Agnes M. Fullenkamp

Marline J. Gabbert
Alice I. Gabel

Donna Marie Galbreath 
Robbins

Marlene Gertrude
(Galland) Burnett

Tambra Jean Gallion
Edna Lucille Garmoe

Donetta J. Gaylord
Gloria Giberson

Kory James Gilbert
Norvin A. “Jake” Gilchrist

Karen K. Gillett 
Mary Beth Gillett

George Eugene Gimbel
Michael B. Glenn

Jack Goetz
Mary Louise Gorham

Charles L. Graf
Kenneth A. “Kenny” 

Grant
Juanita Maxine Gray

Robert W. Green 
Kathryn “Grandma Kay” 

Greenslaugh Schmitz
Richard David “Davy” 

Greenwald
Duane A. Grelk

Twila Nadine Groene
Joe Grubor

Stephanie Margaret
“Stevie” Guzman

Mona L. Haas
Noble D. Hadnot

Jerry Francis Hanks
Steven J. Harmeyer

Tammy Elizabeth Hart
James L. “Jim” Hartley

Velma Lavon Hasenclever
Daniel Hawkins

David Craig Hawthorne
Catherine “Kit” Elizabeth 

Hayden
Virgil H. Hellige
Dovetta Helmers

Donald Wayne “Don” 
Hendrix

DeEtta B. “Dee” Herdrich
Harold E. “Shorty”

Herdrich

Mona Hibbert 
Deborah L. Higgins
Doris Joann Higgins

Patricia Elizabeth Hoenig
Phillip Francis Hoenig
Melvin Gene Holman

Clarence B. “Sage”
Holtkamp

Constance Jean Holtkamp 
Hughes

Margaret Elizabeth
Holtkamp Schierbrock 
Bruce William Hopp

William “Bill” Hoskins
Deborah Lee (Hovis) 

Hellman
Andrea “Andi” Hesse

Carol Esther Hill
Dennis Lee Huffman

Daniel J. Hundt
Genevieve E. Hunsaker

Judith K. “Judy” Huprich
Dorothy Darlene Hyatt

Tracy Jo Hymes
Nicholas Charles Jackson

Joseph Patrick Jacobs
Wendell Jacobsmeier

Cheryl Lynn Jaspersen
James Cornealius

James “Jay” D. Jeffries
“Jimmie” Jinkens
James F. Jinkins

Donald Dean Johnson
Leonard Wayne Johnson

Doris I. Jones
H.D. “Buck” Jones
Iris Darlene Jones

Yvonne Juhl
Robert Henry “Bob”

Kassmeyer
William Ted Katsumes

Laura D. Kautzky
Erin Keith

Linda L. Kent
Donald Isaac Kerr, Jr.

Hillis Edward Kerr
William ‘‘Bill“ Kerr

JoAnn Kettering
Terry Eugene King

Patti Jo Kinman
Kenneth Lloyd Kirchner

Charles Louis Kite, Jr.

NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2019
Joyce Mary (Scott) Klann

Patricia “Pat” A.
Knustrom

Ruby Louise Korschgen
John Edward Kraft

Carl J. Kraus
Sister Marilyn Kraus, 

CHM
Francis H. “Charlie”

Krogmeier
Mary Ann Krogmeier

Richard W. Krow
William M. Kryzak, Jr.

Dixie M. Lair
Sarah Mae Land

Dorothy Lange-Vance
Annette Laughary

Ann Margaret Leeper
James A. Leggett

Pamela Joyce Lewis 
Hunter

Helen Ann Liddle
Leland Edward Linquist
Dr. Robert “Bob” Perry 

Lorey
Barbara J. Lozano, 74

John F. “Jack” Lutzen, Jr.
Randy L. Manewal

Robert “Bo” Berl Mason
Gordon Lynn Matlock

Donald E. Mayer
John G. “Jack” McCannon
Franklin Monroe “Frank” 

McCarl
Iva S. McCarl-Gemming

Louise Elizabeth McClary
Karen Lynn McClelland
Virginia Ann McKoon

Haley Elizabeth McManus
James E. McMurry
Gregory Lawrence

Meierotto

James Wayne Meierotto
Carolyn Jean
Merschbrock

Marvin Edward
Merschman

Beverly Jean Mertens
Bonnie Lee Metternich

Lucy E. Miller
Rafael Mirelez Vela

Bernice “Annie” Mitchell
Leroy R. Moeller
Anna L. Molina
Joan C. Molzhon

Ethyl M. Montgomery
Darrel S. Morris

Victor Duane Munford
Kasie J. Nafziger
Marijane P. Nall

Rita Naumann Ballinger
Norma I. Nave

Dwight Bernard Nelson
Colonel (Ret.) Stephen J 

Neuendorf
Mary A. Neuweg

Betty June Newberry
Esther Ann Newberry

Sharon K. Nichols-Kline
Donald L. Niggemeyer
Robert F. Niggemeyer 

James Rae Nixon
Flora Patton Odom

Joseph “Joe” Lloyd O’Shea
Susan O’Shea

Rubey Ott
Cheryl Owings

Carol K. Packard
Richard Arthur “Dick” 

Page, Sr.
Joseph Charles Papaccio

Eric Grant Pardall
Pauline Paris

Hamilton E. Parker

Karen Parrack
Girishbhai Patel

Deanna Sue “Dee” Pealer
Vernon E. Peck
Eileen M. Peitz

Jeannette Marie Pence
Jack E. Perry

Franklin “Frank” James 
Peterson

Muril Dee Phillips
Christopher John Pidgeon

Harry Edward Pieper
Sammy E. Mayfield Pierce

Kenneth “Kenny”
Pilkington

Dorothy L. Pindell
Robert Lee Pitford
Rhonda Kay Pitts
Gary R. Pohren

John W. Pollpeter
Carl “Mike” Pulis

Mr. R. Joseph Quick Jr.
Loren Michael “Mike” 

Rahn
Patrick A. Rahn

Carroll Lee Rairden
Dorothy M. Ramsey
Jana Elaine (Ramsey) 

Heule Ziegler
Viola M. Ramsey
Melvin Francis
Rauenbuehler
Gary A. Rea

Leslie Leann Real Jones
Pastor George Harry 

Redd Sr.
John Raymond Reddick
Christopher Alan Reed

Mary Frances Rees
Michael Joseph Regan, Jr.

Betty J. Rehm
Andres “Andy” Reyes

Gary William Rhum
Donald Blair Richardson

Norbert G. Rickelman
Judy H. Roberts

Patrick W. Roberts
Wendy Anne Roberts

Leland Maurice Robinson
Janet Ann Rooney

Larry George Rounds
Vera H. Royce

Carolyn Mae Rube
Michael Ray Rudd

Thomas Shadwell Rump
CaLove Lynn Sackman
Michel R. Sanderson

Aria Laine Skylar
Sampson

Eustolia T. Sanchez
Austin R. Sandrock M.D.

Kim Sawyer
Cornelius Herman 

(Dutch) Schakel
Sandra “Sandi” Schmidt
Julia Norreene Schmitt

Sue Ann Schmitz
Dorothy I. Schock

Gary O. Scholl
Linda N. Schrader

Margaret “June”
Schroeder

Dr. Melanie Joan Schulte
Rae Ann Schwartz

Kathryn Scott
Ralph D. Seager

David Stewart “Dave” 
Seeley

Stephen L. Seyb
James “Jim” Shelton
Lloyd William “Bill” 

Shriver
Sherry M. Simpson
Gene Oveston Sisk

Nancy Skiles
Alberta Rosina Smith

Bryan Lee Smith
James Lewis Smith
Joe Thomas Smith
John Dale Smith

Fr. Mark P. Spring
Saraphina Nicole Stark

John E. Stauffer
Richard Wade St. Clair
Harold Richard Stein

James F. Stevenson
Duane “Toby” Eugene 

Stigall
Vicki L. Stinson

Larry G. Stockwell
Linda S. Storms

Cecilia Rose Catherine 
Stotts

Margaret “Peggy” Jean 
Stroder Swartzbaugh

Mary Elizabeth Sweezer
Louise Marie

(Walkowiak) Listebarger 
Shultz

Iona Marie Siegrist
Mary Maxine Simon
Carol Sue Simpson
Thomas “Jack” Tate

Michael Edward Taylor
Pamela June Taylor

Clinton Andrew Tebbs
Melba A.

Therme-Steinhilber
Olive Lorene Thorn

Stephen Tibbitts
Harriet Ann Timmerman
Lisa Kathleen Tolmosoff

Robert Dean Toops
Gary Burl Townsley
Elaine Kay Traman

Helen M. Turtle

Larry “Shane” Tuttle
Daniel “Dan” Tweedy
Mary Kathleen Ullrich

Eric “Giz” Vajentic
Ronald D. Van Niewaal

Joseph Michael Vaughan
Patricia L. VerDught

Donald J. VerKruyse Sr.
Sandra Jean “Sandie” Vest 

Campbell
Hunter Anthony

Vorwaldt
James Henry Wagner

Avis E. Wallett
David L. Wallingford

Leroy Joseph Walljasper
Pamela Ann Waterman

William “Bill” E.
Waterman

Danne Q. Weiler
George Bernard Welding

Jean Lucille Wenke
Julie Ann Wessel

Richard Allen Whaley
Zita M. Wiebler

Wanda Jane Wilken
Paul Joseph Wilkens
Raymond William 

Watznauer
Max Clair Westercamp

Jack R. Whisenand
Julian Thomas White

Zita M. Wiebler
David Merle Wilson

Sue Winnike
Erma R. Wolgemuth
Suzanne Marie Wood
Rebecca Jo “Becky”

Worster
Allen Wayne Wright

Carol A. Wyatt
Robert L. Young

There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

Chateau Apartments
Extra Clean & Quiet Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & 
quiet with free 
YMCA mem-
bership in-
cluded. 2 bed-
rooms, some 
with decks/
patio. Stove, 
refr igerator, 
d ishwasher, 
built-in micro-

wave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very affordable security 
deposit $300. Must pass background & credit checks 
(no felonies). Large backyard with picnic tables & glid-
er swing in very nice, quiet neighborhood. Rents range 
from $525-$615. Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. 
All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laun-
dry rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers 
(located in all buildings). On-site manager. 

Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115
for appointment to view.

Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP

For your home or business, ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration offers 24/7/365
commercial and residential water damage cleanup services.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Whether the source is a natural flood or a broken pipe, excess water in a building can leave severe amounts of damage, 
both immediately and in the long term. To prevent your home or business from losing value and to protect your belong-
ings, rapid emergency mitigation is an important service to call upon.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

They say when you climb a ladder quickly, about half the time you’re dangling in the 
air and moving on momentum.

We just passed our third full year here at the Pen City Current and are flying into the 
fourth year. I’m not sure about climbing any sort of a proverbial ladder quickly, but we’re 
certainly flying most of the time.

During the holidays, typically it’s slower moving news because every-
one’s gearing up for family time and well, people typically are getting 
ready to party.

Each time we’ve rolled over a year, I’ve tried to take the opportunity 
to do a few special things. First and foremost to thank the people of Fort 
Madison and the surrounding north Lee County communities for their 
support during the year.

Our advertisers are one of a kind people, who not only advertise be-
cause they feel we have a dynamic and up-to-date local news outlet, but 

also because they see value in the product. We have a unique offering that has open-end-
ed exposure based on how compelling the news is and how good we are at writing it.

We’ve moved to more than 7,600 Facebook followers and have had 3.2 million views on 
our website. Again, those are up and down depending on the dynamics of the news day. 
This week was heavy, and one day we had more than 33,000 people check in. That’s a lot 
of impressions due to very unique and tragic news.

But most people see what we see. Gathering news isn’t a free enterprise. And even 
though we don’t charge for subscriptions to our product, we have many people who pay 
us monthly for the product because they, too, see that value. We thank you, too! Without 
our advertisers and our subscribers we can’t continue to climb the ladder.

It’s our sincere hope that our momentum continues in the next decade. We had some 
personnel and product changes in 2019, but we think now we’re positioned to bring you 
more of the news, sports, and information you need – when and where you need it.

No… we don’t get to everything. I had a guy stop me in the street while I was at a po-
lice incident Thursday morning and say, “Man, you get to everything don’tcha?”.

“We try,” I replied. But we do miss things with a news staff of one and what’s even 
greater about the people that support our product is they’re there to help fill in the cracks 
with submissions and photos. We thank you, too! It’s that partnership that makes this 
enterprise work.

We’re looking at different ideas and how to take what we’ve built and create even more 
synergies within our coverage area. We’re open to new ideas from you. I think you all 
have my phone number. You certainly have my email. Send me any thoughts you have. 
What would you like to see more of in a community news outlet?

It is our goal, and has been, to add writing staff this year. We don’t know what that 
looks like yet, but we would currently be interested in talking to those who have some 
background in writing and have some experience with government, education, sports, 
photography, etc.

You can’t be afraid to ask questions and conduct interviews, but at the end of the day 
we’re just writing stories about the people of these communities. It’s their story, we’re just 
putting it down on “e” paper.

Editorial - Pen City Current 
starts year four

9,085 views, 890 engagements - Dec. 14, 2019

VANDENBERG

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
Authorities were called to 
a home in the 3000 block 
of Avenue L on Thursday 
morning on a report of a 
man who had barricaded 
himself inside.

At approximately 8 a.m., 
Fort Madison police were 
dispatched to 3027 Ave-
nue L where a subject with 
weapons and ammunition 
had barricaded himself in his 
home prompting authori-
ties to cordon off the entire 
block, including some of 
Bus. 61.

After a short stand-off, the 
man agreed to come out and 
speak with law enforcement 
officers, and the scene was 
cleared at about 8:50 a.m. 
without incident.

Fort Madison Police Chief 
Mark Rohloff said Caleb M. 
Ford, 20, was arrested and 

charged with a misdemeanor.
Rohloff said the incident 

didn’t involve someone 
possibly using weapons in a 
dangerous fashion. The man 

had barricaded himself in 
the room with the guns be-
cause they were his father’s, 
who had passed away years 
ago.

Fort Madison Police take a position on Dec. 12, after a man was re-
ported holed up with weapons at a home in the 3000 block of Avenue 
L. The situation was resolved peacefully.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Standoff resolved without incident
6,773 views, 4,773 engagements - Dec. 12, 2019

http://www.smclrr.com
https://cyberhounds.org
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
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8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991

3
1
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A Lee County Sheriff ’s deputy seized close to $15,000 in sus-
pected cocaine early Thursday morning after stopping a vehicle from Florida for 
speeding.

The deputy made the stop on Hwy. 2 near Donnellson at 240th Street discovered 
$5,000 in cash and the drugs.

Brayam David Chaparro Gardner, 30, of Ruskin, Fla, was detained and taken to 
the Lee County Jail charged with possession of drug paraphernalia. After further 
investigation additional charges of possession with intent to deliver cocaine, a 
Class B felony; violation of drug tax stamp, a class D felony and possession of mari-

juana, a serious misdemeanor, were added.
The deputy, who wasn’t named in the release, had recently com-

pleted a drug interdiction training course, which educates law en-
forcement on detection and enforcement of drug trafficking.

“He was stopped for speeding, but the reason for the search was 
based on admissions of the driver, and observations of the deputy,” 
said Lee County Narcotics Task Force Commander Chad Donald-
son.

He said Lee County doesn’t see a lot of cocaine, but with the major highways in 
the county, he isn’t surprised to see it from someone in transit.

“Anytime we have someone trafficking in controlled substances though our juris-
diction its possible considering the major highways through Lee County,” he said.

“You never know what can turn up during this type of contact. But for our area, 
meth and marijuana are common. We don’t commonly come across cocaine in this 
amount.”

The arrest will prompt a consultation with intelligence networks and the Division 
of Narcotics Enforcement to see if any additional charges are warranted, Donald-
son said.

The drugs have been sent to the state crime lab for testing and the investigation 
into the incident continues.

“We haven’t got the lab results back yet, but we suspect it’s cocaine.”
Gardner is currently in the Lee County Jail and no bond has been set, as he hasn’t 

seen a judge.

7,083 views, 4,608 engagements - Dec. 5, 2019

Sheriff’s deputy seizes 
$20K in cash, cocaine

GARDNER

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Future plans 
for the former Shopko building in Fort 
Madison are still unclear, but the build-
ing does have a new owner and local 
officials are working on getting it cleaned 
up.

According to Beacon Schneider’s 
website Cool Investments, LLC out of 
Scottsdale, Ariz., purchased the building 
and the outlying property in September 
for $360,000 from a New York real estate 
firm helping to liquidate more than 60 
properties as of the Ashwaubenon, Wis.-
based company.

According to the Lee County Trea-
surer’s office, the land and building are 
valued at just over $915,000.

Fort Madison Partner’s Executive 
Director Tim Gobble said he hasn’t been 
told what the plans are for the building 
but said he has been asked to help get 
the area and property cleaned up.

“As of right now, I don’t know what the 
plans are. They haven’t been telling my 
anything other than they’d like it cleaned 
out,” Gobble said.

According to a report in the Milwau-
kee Business Journal, Cool Investments, 
LLC is an Arizona-based company 
registered to Jeffrey Fry, who is also the 
registered agent for Fry Investment Co., 
of Scottsdale, Arizona.

Shopko initiated bankruptcy proceed-
ings in January in Nebraska. After initial-
ly looking to restructure the company’s 
finances through a buyer, the company 
decided to shutter most of its outlets.

A small presence of Shoptikals, which 
are Shopko Optical outlets are in oper-
ation, but Monarch Alternative Capital, 
bought up the Shopko’s optical asset, and 
assisted in marketing close to 80 proper-
ties for sale or lease.

The Burlington Shopko property has 
also been sold, but Fort Madison may-
or-elect Matt Mohrfeld said he didn’t 
think it was to the same company. That 
building is being renovated for housing.

6,299 views, 3,691 engagements - Dec. 9, 2019

Shopko building sold to 
Arizona investment firm

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Local attorney Niko Pothi-
takis has been named to 
U.S. News & World Reports 
“Best Law Firms” for 2020.

It’s the 10th year that U.S. 
News & World Report and 
Best Lawyers, have given 
the rankings.

Firms included in the 
2020 Edition of “Best Law 
Firms” are recognized for 
professional excellence with 
consistently impressive 

ratings from clients and 
peers. To be eligible for a 
ranking, a firm must first 
have a lawyer recognized 
in The Best Lawyers in 
America, which recognizes 
the top 5% of private prac-
ticing lawyers in the United 
States. Achieving a tiered 
ranking signals a unique 
combination of quality law 
practice and breadth of le-
gal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis 
has been named to The Best 
Lawyers in America every 
year since 2013.

“Choosing the right law 
firm can be a vital decision,” 
said Tim Smart, executive 

editor at 
U.S. News 
& World 
Report. “The 
rankings 
draw on U.S. 
News’ 35 
years of expe-
rience evaluating complex 
institutions to help individ-
uals and companies alike 
make the best decisions.”

“For the 2020 ‘Best Law 
Firms’ publication, the 
evaluation process has 
remained a rigorous and 
discerning as it did when 
we first started then years 
ago.” says Phil Greer, CEO 
of Best Lawyers.

Pothitakis named to best law firm list
4,759 views, 916 engagements - Nov. 13, 2019

POTHITAKIS

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.tkef.org
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting
As you celebrate the season,

please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the

materials used to make it are not recyclable.
Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.

Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!

HTC senior starts his own auction company
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – He hasn’t walked across the stage 
to get a diploma, or flip a tassle. But he’s ahead of his 
class for sure.

Holy Trinity Catholic senior Mason Holvoet worked 
his way through auctions in Iowa, Illinois, and Missou-
ri, squirreled away some money and now, at just 17, 
owns his own auction and real estate company.

Without any funding help from family or loans, 
which he’s too young for anyway, Holvoet paid an attor-
ney, bought a truck, bought a topper to call from, built a 
website and now is a legitimate business owner.

Oh yeah…and he’s also the president of the Fort 
Madison High School Future Farmers of America and 
has been class president at Holy Trinity for the past four 
years.

He can’t drink a beer, but he can hold a conversation 
with just about anyone in the room, and talks of his pas-
sion and excitement for auctioneering like a seasoned 
pro.

It would actually be kinda tough to prove he’s not one.
Holvoet owns Premier Auction and Realty Services 

LLC, out of Wever, and has been building and promot-
ing his business for the past three months. As a senior, 
he qualified for an internship program at HTC and 
works for Sharpless Auctions in Iowa City on Wednes-
days. The auction is the largest weekly auction in the 
state.

But he got his start calling one item at God’s Portion 
Day when he was in fourth grade. The next year he 
was able to call a couple more items and this year, as a 
senior, he had his own time slot from noon to 6 p.m.

Holvoet said he doesn’t even consider what has be-
come his passion, work.

“I’ll never work a day in my life because I enjoy what 

I’m doing. I truly do mean that. Some people hate going 
into work, but I love it,” he said. 

“Others in my class, who have jobs here or there, 
complain and moan about going in. I never complain 
about going to work and it’s a joyous thing when you 
can say that. It really is.”

With auctions becoming more scarce with the advent 
of computers and online auctions, he said that auction-
eers are becoming a dying breed.

“If you look around, there’s a need for auctioneers,” 
Holvoet said. “I think there’s a strong future in this. 
Auctioneers stand the test of the time. Even in an 
economic downfall, people still have to liquidate their 
merchandise, so we’ll be here to sell it.”

He spent time going to auctions with his father when 
he was little and thought it was something he could 
do even as a younger child. But now he speaks to the 
business like he’s an older generation bibbed-up auction 
enthusiast.

Technology has changed the face of auctions, he said, 
comparing the craft to half a century ago – a time he 
could carry no reference.

“I always say the auction business has changed more 
in the past 10 years than it has in the last 50 with the 
new technology coming in,” he said.

“Online auctions was a big curve for the older guys. 
They didn’t want to convert from a live-chain auction 
to going completely online. We’ll do both – onsite or 
online – whichever works best for the client.”

Holvoet said he wanted to work with other peo-
ple first to get an education about how other auction 
companies do things. He’s sold in Illinois, Iowa, and 
Missouri.

He gives credit to other auctioneers as well as family 
and friends for helping. He said the opportunities are 
what has set him up for success.

“It doesn’t matter how good you are in the business, 
it all depends on who wants to give you an opportunity 

to take a chance. But that’s just with anything. It’s a risk. 
We’re trying and I’m young enough that I can afford to 
take the risk.”

Despite embarking on his own adventure rolling 
around the tri-state area helping people liquidate prop-
erty and helping with fundraisers, which would seem to 
most to be a full-time gig, Holvoet still plans to attend 
Southeastern Community College after graduation and 
pursue a degree in business management.

The Premier Auction website can be found at https://
premierauctionandrealty.com/ or by calling 319-470-
7372.

6,595 views, 2,857 engagements - Nov. 20, 2019

http://www.grrwa.com
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.
Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.doddprinting.com


BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
City officials increased a 
cordoned off area on 8th 
Street earlier this week for 
fear of partial crumbling of 
a structure on the corner of 
8th and Avenue G.

The building, owned by 
attorney Bryan Humphrey, 
is dilapidated on the west 
side and is showing visible 
signs of deterioration and 
sagging.

The city had cordoned 
off just the parking spaces 
on the 8th Street side of 
the building for last few 
months. But on Tuesday 
they expanded that safety 
zone to include the entire 
street next to the building 
and north of the alley.

City Building Direc-

tor Doug Krogmeier 
said Humphrey has been 
cooperating through his 
attorney and has an engi-
neer hired to look into the 
structure.

Krogmeier said the city 
had given Humphrey an 

Oct. 21 deadline to submit 
plans to remediate the de-
ficiencies in the structure. 
Krogmeier said the city 
didn’t receive those plans, 
but has since heard from an 
engineer who has indicated 
he will be on site Friday.
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GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

BY PCC STAFF

DAVENPORT – Eight defendants are 
facing federal criminal charges as part 
of a multi-year joint federal and state 
investigation of a large drug trafficking 
organization that operated out of Burl-
ington.

Five of the federal defendants were 
arrested Tuesday. Those arrested will 
make their initial appearance in federal 
court at the United States Courthouse, in 
Davenport, today.

The charges were announced by 
Marc Krickbaum, United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of Iowa; Kristi 
Johnson, Special Agent-in-Charge of 
the Omaha Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; Lisa Schaefer, 
Des Moines County Attorney; Dennis 
Kramer, Burlington Chief of Police; and 
Robert Copley, Chief of Police of the 
Quincy, Illinois, Police Department.

The charges stem from a long-term 
investigation conducted by numerous 
federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment agencies including: the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; Southeast 
Iowa Narcotics Taskforce; Burlington, 
Iowa, Police Department; Des Moines 
County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; West 
Central Illinois Taskforce; Quincy, 
Illinois, Police Department; Drug 
Enforcement Administration; Iowa 
Division of Narcotics Enforcement; 
Henry County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Police Depart-
ment; West Burlington, Iowa, Police 

Department; Keokuk, Iowa, Police 
Department; Ft. Madison, Iowa, Police 
Department; Lee County, Iowa, Sher-
iff ’s Office; Iowa City, Iowa, Police 
Department; Johnson County, Iowa, 
Sheriff ’s Office; North Liberty, Iowa, 
Police Department; Coralville, Iowa, 
Police Department; Muscatine County, 
Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; Louisa Coun-
ty, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; Washington 
County, Iowa, Sheriff ’s Office; Betten-
dorf, Iowa, Police Department; Illinois 
State Police; Monmouth, Illinois, Police 
Department; Macomb, Illinois, Police 
Department; Galesburg, Illinois, Police 
Department; Adams County, Illinois, 
Sheriff ’s Office; and Fulton County, 
Illinois, Sheriff ’s Office.

Eight defendants were charged by 
complaint in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District 
of Iowa, stemming from a years-long 
investigation of this drug trafficking 
organization. Those arrested include 
Kendrick Page, Breon Raquon Arm-
strong, Lamar Harris, Tristan Davis 
and James Lewis Miles, Jr.

The identities of those who have not 
yet been arrested remain sealed at this 
time. Additionally, search warrants 
were executed at multiple locations in 
the Southern District of Iowa, North-
ern District of Illinois, and Northern 
District of Texas. Others involved in 
this drug trafficking organization have 
previously been arrested in both the 
Southern District of Iowa, and the 
Central District of Illinois.

Burlington FBI sting 
yields five arrests

5,192 views, 2,618 engagements - Nov. 20, 2019

Owner working with city 
on building repairs

4,945views, 1,802 
engagements - Nov. 14, 

2019

https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.fmchosp.com
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Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 08 Jan

Few Clouds
High– 37.5º F | Low – 31.7º F

THU 09 Jan

Light Rain
High– 49.6º F | Low – 48.2º F

FRI 10 Jan

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 38.8º F | Low – 26.7º F

SAT 11 Jan

Cold and Snow
High– 20.5º F | Low – 12.6º F

SUN 12 Jan

Scattered Clouds
High– 29.7º F | Low – 27.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Sonny’s : The Other Side

Catering & Banquet Room

Call us for your next event
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

FORT MADISON – Holy Trinity Catholic volleyball 
coach Melissa Freesmeier is the 2019 volleyball recip-
ient of the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union’s 
Golden Plaque of Distinction. Freesmeier will be 
honored before the start of the Class 1A championship 
match on Friday, Nov. 15. 

The Golden Plaque of Distinction Award honors the 
Iowa coach who has demonstrated a successful career 

while making notable contributions to-
ward school, community and the coach-
ing profession.

Freesmeier is in her 28th season of 
coaching volleyball and has taken 18 
teams to the state tournament. In that 
span, she has won two state champion-
ships with four state runner-up finishes. 

She won her first crown in 1996 at West Point Mar-
quette High School and won the 2014 Class 1A state 
championship at Holy Trinity Catholic.

Freesmeier has won over 900 matches in her career. 
She has been named the Iowa Girls Coaches Associa-
tion Coach of the Year twice and the NFHS Iowa Vol-
leyball Coach of the Year for the 2017-18 school year. 
She has been named regional coach of the year 11 times 
and conference coach of the year 16 times.

Freesmeier also serves as the girls golf coach at Holy 
Trinity Catholic and teaches physical education, out-
door education and health at HTC Junior-Senior High. 
Melissa has three daughters; Jessica, Jenna and Jordan 
and two grandchildren.

5,192 views, 2,618 engagements - Nov. 20, 2019

HTC’s Freesmeier 
receives IHSGAU 

Golden Plaque

FREESMEIER

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – For 
the 3rd year the Pothita-
kis twins, Samantha and 
Nicole, have set up their an-
nual Share-A-Scarf, Wear-
A-Scarf program in Fort 
Madison’s Central Park.

The girls set up this 
program to help others in 
need and to help those in 
the community. The seniors 
at Holy Trinity Catholic 
School have placed dozens 
of scarfs in Central Park, 
tied around trees for any-
one to take that may have 
a need for them or their 
children.

Samantha Pothitakis 
wraps one of many scarves 
around trees in Central 
Park. Pothitakis and her 
sister Nicole have been 
adorning the trees with the 
winter wear in a Share-
A-Scarf, Wear-A-Scarf 
program in Fort Madison. 
Courtesy photo.

The girls indicate that 
they have found it reward-
ing to not only those that 
take a scarf, but for them-
selves as well.

 “It has been such a great 
project. To see the num-
ber of scarfs taken in our 
small community confirms 
our guess that there are so 
many kids out there that 

could use a fun and warm 
accessory for the winter,” 
Samantha Pothitakis said.

What makes it even 
better this year has been the 
fact that most of the scarfs 
were handmade.

 “Rosie Schroeder heard 
about our project and over 
the past several months 
knitted us dozens of scarfs 

to give out this year. Her 
work is amazing and for her 
to reach out and provide us 
scarfs was so appreciated,” 
Nicole said. 

They want anyone that 
needs a scarf to head to the 
park and grab one they like. 
The girls check the park 
repeatedly and then add to 
the supply when it gets low.

Samantha Pothitakis wraps one of many scarves around trees in Cen-
tral Park. Pothitakis and her sister Nicole have been adorning the trees 
with the winter wear in a Share-A-Scarf, Wear-A-Scarf program in Fort 
Madison.

Courtesy photo

Local girls continue winter scarf exchange
5,264 views, 1,018 

engagements - Nov. 20, 
2019

https://www.fortmadisony.org/winter-sports-sampler/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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While we’re away on our Winter Break, we’re working behind the 
scenes to bring you a fresh new Pen City Current e–Edition and 
website for the new year.

Thank You for Your Friendship & Patronage!
We’re Wishing You Happiest of New Years!

www.PenCityCurrent.com
PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627 • News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)316.3621

 1/6
5 8 15 33 48
Lucky Ball: 2

1/6 MID-DAY
8 7 2

1/6 EVENING
6 5 0

1/6 MID-DAY
4 0 8 0

1/6 EVENING
8 7 1 8 

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

Pothitakis Law Firm Recognized for Professional Excellence

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Firms included in the 2020 Edition of U.S. News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” are
recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients and 
peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in the United 
States. Achieving a tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law practice and 
breadth of legal expertise. Mr. Pothitakis has been named to The Best Lawyers in America 
every year since 2013.

Franchise fee may be part of future city budgets

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A franchise tax on 
gas and electric consumption in the city 
appears to be the favored option of Fort 
Madison city officials to bring the city out 
of it’s financial pinch.

City Manager David Varley present-
ed about five options Tuesday night to 
current councilman and council mem-
bers-elect following the council’s regular 
meeting. The options looked at the next 
five budget years.

In two of those options, Varley included 
a franchise tax was at 2% with an increase 
to 3% in the third year in one of the 
options.

Iowa code caps municipal franchise 
taxes at 5%. According to Alliant Ener-
gy, a franchise fee typically takes up to 
six months to be implemented after the 
franchise fee has been adopted by the city 
council by ordinance. Varley said it will 
take at least six months to educate the 
public on the issue.

He said the city could limp through 
another year under current budget condi-
tions, but it would be difficult.

A third option presented by City Man-
ager David Varley Tuesday night shows 
a positive cash flow through 2025 and 
additional funds for capital improvement 
projects. The plan also includes a 2% 
franchise fee on gas and electric in year 
one, which increases to 3% in the follow-
ing four years. Graphic courtesy of Fort 
Madison City Hall

Mayor Brad Randolph asked if it would 

be an easier sell to the public if there was 
a sunset clause on any ordinance imple-
menting the franchise tax.

 “What if you got up to your numbers 
up at 2024 or 2025 and sunset the fran-
chise fee? But then how do you sustain it,” 
he said.

 “You’re hoping that something hap-
pens for a better budget, better balance, 
other revenue sources. If it’s a tough pill to 
swallow, you’d only have to swallow it for 
a certain period of time.”

Varley said he didn’t think it would be 
possible in just five years for revenues to 
increase enough to offset funds the fran-
chise tax would bring in.

“I don’t think, through property tax 
or anything other source, or property or 
sales tax combined, I don’t think by year 
five we could make up enough to equal a 
3% franchise on both electric and natural 

gas. I just don’t see it,” Varley said.
Randolph said a sunset would at least 

force another conversation on the issue.
The franchise tax cannot, by Iowa code, 

be collected concurrently with a Local 
Option Sales Tax, which is in place in Fort 
Madison. A 2% tax on gas and utilities 
would generate roughly $560,000 per year. 
However the utilities would not be able to 
collect the 1% LOST or about $81,000 per 
year, for a net gain from the franchise tax 
of approximately $479,000 per year. A 3% 
tax would net the city $759,000 per year.

One advantage to the franchise tax is 
that every penny would stay in Fort Mad-
ison, paid quarterly. The city only gets 
about 30% of the sales tax collected in the 
county. Sales tax is paid to municipalities 
based on the amount collected in the 
entire county, split up by a complicated 
formula of population and valuations.

5,192 views, 2,618 engagements - 
Nov. 20, 2019

https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
https://www.PothitakisLaw.com
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10th Street Station
Alliance Realty Company

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Archie’s Automotive, LLC

Arctic Glacier
Art of Yoga

Bagcraft
Baxter Construction Company

Baxter’s Sports Complex
Big Bang Fireworks

Bridge Cafe & Supper Club
Brockman Chiropractic

Building Materials
Burlington Youth Triathlon

Cabinetion
Carlos O Capdevila Agency

Catfish Bend Casinos
Celene M. Coppage

Chad Ward
Cheryl Untz

Chuck Osmanski
City of Fort Madison

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming
Cobblestone Inn & Suites

Community Heating & Cooling
Conrad Trucking

Courtney Family Chiropractic
Cullen Pest Control

Cyberhounds Team 7141
Dana Bushong Jewelry Co., Inc.

Dawgs & Divas
Dawn Johnson

Denmark God’s Portion Day Committee
Dirty Dog Detailing & Boarding

Dodd Printing & Stationery
Dollhouse Dreams

Don Peterson
Donnellson Tire & Service Center

Doris’ Tavern
Double Dipper, Inc.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis and Associates
Dr. Timothy S. Benson

DuPont
Dutchman’s Store

Edward Jones – Larry Kelch
Edward Jones – Tony Fullenkamp

Faeth’s Fowl Play
Fairfield Arts & Convention Center

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farmington Strawberry Festival
Fort Colony Family Restaurant

Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce
Fort Madison Columbus Club

Fort Madison Community Hospital
Fort Madison Community School District

Fort Madison Eagles Club
Fort Madison Elks Lodge
Fort Madison Eye Clinic

Fort Madison Family YMCA
Fort Madison Mexican Fiesta Committee

Fort Madison Music Boosters

Fort Madison Partners
Fort Madison Rotary Club

Fraise Auction & Real Estate
Franklin Car Show
Friends of Geode

Fullenkamp Insurance
Garden Bros. Circus

Great River Regional Waste Authority
Green Acres Bar & Grill
Green Oak Development

Griffinn Muffler & Brake Center
Group Benefit Partners

Harmeyer Insurance Agency
Harvestville Farm
Heartland Co-op

Heartland Fireworks, LLC
Hidden Beauty Salon

Hill Side Inn
Hillcrest Hostas & More

Holtkamp’s Floors Decor & Furniture
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
Homestead Financial Services
Hope Associates Real Estate

HTC Music Boosters
Huffman’s Farm & Home
Humburd Auto Service

Industrial Motors
Jason & Stephanie Runge

Jean Neuweg
Jeff Kurtz

Jim Baier, Inc.
Jimmy Keenan

K’s Fabrics & More
Karen Hope
Katie’s Cuts

Kempker’s True Value Rental
Keokuk Auto Credit

Kevin Rink, Fort Madison City Councilman
King-Lynk Funeral Home, Inc.

KLM Realty
Larry J. LaCroix

Larry Kelch
LCK Roofing

Lee County Attorney
Lee County Bank

Lee County Conservation Board
Lee County Economic Development Group

Lee County Health Department
Lee County Historical Society
Lee County Mutual Insurance

Lee County Speedway
Madison Turf and Timber
Main Street Keokuk Inc.

Matt’s Greenhouse
Menke & Company
Merschman Seeds

Merschman Trucking
Michael Wellendorf

Midtown Hairstyling Salon
MidWestOne Bank

Millwright Services, Inc.

Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
Mohrfeld Electric

Montrose Community Fireworks Committee
Montrose Customs

Montrose Health Center
Montrose Watermelon Festival Committee

New Dimensions
Oak Hollow Campground

Old Fort Players
Palms Restaurant

Paul’s Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling, Inc.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank

Prado’s Trading Post
Premier Auction & Sales

Quality Plus Feeds
Quarry Creek Elk & Bison

Randolph Dental
Rebecca Bowker

Relay for Life of North Lee County
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

RonDavoo
RSVP of Lee County

Sara Jan Garza
Saunders and Bunger Law

Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course

Shug’s Tiny Town
Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill

Small Grand Things
Sonny’s Super Market

Southeastern Community College PACE Program
Southern Iowa Insurance Services

Stage 2 Consignment Shop
State Farm Insurance – Thomas Klann

Steffensmeier Welding
Stewart Automotive

SubArena
Taco Taco Takos

Taske Force
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc.

Test Kitchen Education Foundation
The Colony Shop
The Fox Theatre

The Funky Cowgirl
The Kensington & Primrose Path

The Madison
Todd Schneider

Tony Wolfe Insurance Services
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Tri-State Rodeo
Truck Repair, Inc.

Under the Sun / The Avenue
United Way of the Great River Region

Vintage Sports Cards
Welch’s Insurance

Wendy Bailey
West Point Fireman’s Ball

West Point Fireworks Committee
West Point Sweet Corn Festival Committee

Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
WorkSource Sta!ng

Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

–Chuck & Lee
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