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A reader sent in this photo from High Point Road Friday morning as heavy snow helped drop a tree
across the roadway. Fort Madison saw about three inches of the April white stuff and was spared the 6-8”
that fell just 20 miles north in Burlington.

CITY COUNCIL

Request could make way for city ambulance plans

County still looking at
options for 2020-21

ambulance services

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - City officials will
consider a move Tuesday that could
provide facilities for a future potential
ambulance service.

With Lee County EMS Ambulance
operating on a week-to-week basis under
heavy financial pressure, Fort Madison
and Keokuk Fire Departments are scram-
bling to submit a proposal to county
officials to provide services in the county,
as an option to losing the service.

At Tuesday’s Fort Madison City Coun-
cil meeting council members will vote

on a first reading of an ordinance to
rezone property owned by Bobby and
Jessica Holtkamp at 2324 Avenue J, and
city owned property at 2332 Avenue J,
from residential to B-4 Highway Business

District.

The move is an effort to identify a
temporary location to house ambulance
services and staff for the city.

According to a report prepared for the
council by City Building Director Doug
Krogmeier, ambulance employees would
be housed in a single-story home owned
by the Holtkamps at 2324 Avenue J. Bobby
Holtkamp has indicated he wants to build
a large garage/warehouse behind the home
that could house the fire department and
ambulance equipment. The warehouse is
being planned large enough to temporarily
house the fire department’s rescue boat
and hazmat equipment as well.

The report also indicates that the city
eventually wants to build a new fire station
and that construction could include space
for any ambulance services, should that

See AMBULANCE, page 2

CoviD-19
Governor

cancels rest
of school year

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON - Iowa’s public and pri-
vate schools have been closed through
the remainder of the school year by Gov-
ernor Kim Reynolds.

At Friday’s daily press conference at
the state’s Emergency Operations Center,
Reynolds said the state just didn’t have
the data to support reopening schools
with many districts having less than six
weeks remaining.

Reynolds and Iowa Department of Ed-
ucation Director Dr. Ann
Lebo addressed the issues
facing the state’s school
districts.

“As we look at what the
data is telling us now, I
can't tell you with certain-
ty from Department of
Public Health data that they are provid-
ing to the office, that early May would
be the right time for students, teachers,
and staff to gather in their classroom, so
I regret to say that Iowa’s school will not
reopen for this school year,” Reynolds
said.

Lebo said the decision was difficult
one.

>

REYNOLDS

See SCHOOLS, page 3

FIRST INMATE POSITIVE
Henry Cty. man is
first DOC positive

BY PCC STAFF

CORALVILLE - The Iowa Dept. of
Corrections was notified Friday night
that the COVID-19 test results for
an inmate at the Jowa Medical and
Classification Center (IMCC) were
returned positive.

The inmate was a new admission to

See IMCC, page 6
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State Auditor’s report shows financial deficiencies

AMBULANCE - Continued from Page 1

come to fruition. If and when that would happen, Holt-
kamp would use the warehouse for his Holtkamp’s Floors,
Decor & Furniture business.

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren said right now this
is all just leg work in the event that the city’s take over the
ambulance service. He, and Keokuk Fire Chief Gabe Rose,
are working on a proposal that would provide advanced
services to the county. The two cities would each cover half
the county, including their respective cities.

“They have hospital to hospital transfers that would be
involved so we would have to have advanced services,”
Herren said.

The city would pay a monthly rent or lease to Holtkamp
for the space until a new fire station could be constructed.

The city parking lot at 2332 Avenue ] is already consid-
ered commercial property in the city’s comprehensive plan,
so the rezoning of the both properties would be compliant
with that plan.

“The fire chief’s plan to use this building for ambulance
service should be temporary, because a new station is need-
ed,” the report indicated.

“In view of this, while working with Bobby Holtkamp,
who would prefer to build a larger warehouse than just
what is needed for the ambulance, staft determined that
the more appropriate request would be to rezone the prop-
erty.

County supervisors are still accepting proposals for
a county ambulance service contract that would begin
July 1. The board currently has accepted two proposals -
one from Lee County Ambulance, and another from an
undisclosed provider. City officials from Keokuk and Fort
Madison are looking at the possibility of providing the
service under their licenses.

The upcoming county budget includes $500,000 in
supplemental funding for Lee County Ambulance for the
2020-21 contract, but ownership there has indicated they

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

City officials will consider a rezoning request Tuesday for the 2300 block of Avenue J shown
here, that could pave the way for a private construction of a warehouse to temporarily house a
potential city ambulance service behind the current Fort Madison Fire Station.

wouldn't be signing that contract renewal, but instead sub-
mitted a new proposal. The details of that proposal have
not been released.

Lee County Supervisor Gary Folluo told supervisors at a
recent meeting, that the county may be looking at need-
ing to double that number per his conversations with Lee
County Ambulance officials.

The ambulance service had several issues pointed out in
Lee County’s State Auditor’s report issued on April 10 for
the 2018-2019 fiscal year.

Among those issues was a deficiency in segregation of
duties and deficiencies in financial reporting.

According to the auditor’s report LCEMS’ “financial
reporting did not include patient billing receivable of
$327,377, accounts payable of $17,430 and an additional

$35,277 of salaries payable at December 31, 2018. A listing
of accounts payable of $17,430 and salaries of $35,277
were not prepared at December 31,2017

The report indicated that adjustments were made to
properly record those amounts at a later date.

The report also showed Lee County Ambulance had not
reconciled billings, collections and delinquent accounts in
a test month causing an error of $66,143 in reported bill-
ings for December 2018. The service reported billings of
$327,377 compared to the auditor’s calculated receivable
balance of $261,234.

Other issues pointed out in the State Auditor’s report
included Lee County Ambulance not having formal credit
card policies for staff, no formal policy for capitalized
assets, and other deficiencies in internal controls.

lowa’s COVID-19 positives skyrocket as more tests conducted

DES MOINES - Today, the lowa Depart- other labs.
ment of Public Health (IDPH) has been
notified of 389 additional positive cases for a
total of 2,902 positive cases. There have been
an additional 1,214 negative tests for a total of
21,648 negative tests to date, which includes

testing reported by the State Hygienic Lab and

When you need to be sure, look to one of
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Avuto - Home . Health
Business - Life
Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

According to IDPH, an additional 1 death
was also reported (1 older adult, 61-80 years in
Muscatine County), 198 are currently hospital-
ized, and 1,171 Iowans have recovered.

261 or 67% of today’s 389 additional positive
cases can be attributed to surveillance testing

Be Sure.

of meat processing facilities. That includes over
500 completed surveillance tests of Tyson em-
ployees and over 500 completed surveillance
tests of National Beef employees, for a total of
84 positive and 177 positive respectively.

The state of lowa has released an updated
dashboard on coronavirus.iowa.gov that will

be updated daily to include comprehensive
tracking of COVID-19 in Jowa. The new
dashboard includes cases, deaths, and tests
conducted in each county. The state is now
providing demographic information that was
not previously provided as well as lowa’s epide-
miological curve.

To all our healthcare providers,
first responders, postal/delivery
workers, and grocery and food
suppliers - for keeping us supplied
and safe. We just want fo say...

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).3711670

editor(@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125

sales(@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

Governor waives 2020-21 school year start date

SCHOOLS - Continued from Page 1

“We do know the
challenges this creates,
but we also do know this
decision is necessary to
ensure the health and
safety of those we ser-
vice,” Lebo said.

Lebo also said the
decision results in the
cancellation of all spring
sports and other sanc-
tioned school activities
and events which could
include prom and grad-
uation. She said the state
will provide more infor-
mation by June 1 on the
summer sports season.

She said despite the
building closures, learn-
ing opportunities contin-
ue in programs that Iowa
schools set up in a matter
of weeks. Lebo said the
state will continue to
assist in the development
of distance learning
programs because the
state will need them
going forward and some
districts had hurdles to
overcome.

“We expect there to be
a transition and we’ll do
what we can to help them
with this because this is
something we’re going to
have to make sure were
going to be able to do go-
ing forward,” Lebo said.

Lebo said instructional
time will be waived for
districts that provided
either a volunteer or re-
quired learning program
during the suspension
and ultimate closure.

She said however, that
schools are required to
design and submit a “Re-
turn to Learn” plan to the
department by July 1

But she said the deci-
sions on when to start,
progression of students
and other issues facing
the state’s districts will be
made at the local levels.

Reynolds also waived
the start date for the new
school year in August to
allow room for district
to start early for remedi-
ation purposes. She said
all the decisions she’s
had to make have re-
percussions on families,
students, and businesses
across the state.

“That’s why I waived
the start date for the
possibility for schools to
start three weeks early
and start some of that
remediation and start to
see where the kids are at
and provide instruction
they need to get them
where they should be at
and ready to move for-

ward,” she said.

When asked by a pool
reporter if the state had
any data on the number
of students actually par-
ticipating in the volun-
tary learning programs,
Lebo said she didn’t have
date nor how to gather
the data.

The state saw 191 new
positive cases in the past

24 hours for 2,332 total
positives in 82 counties
across the state. The State
Hygienic Lab has over
10,000 tests now avail-
able and the death toll
has reached 64.
Reynolds said 2,700
tests were sent to the
Tyson Foods facility in
Waterloo and testing at
the Columbus Junction

meat processing facility
should be completed
over the weekend.

The Waterloo facility
continues to operate with
“relaxed” attendence pol-
icies, Reynolds said. She
said the state has sent
additional support teams
to the site to try and help
mitigate the spread and
possibly keep the facility
open.

She also said a confer-

ence call with governors
and the Trump adminis-
tration showed that the
state is inline with some
of the metrics the coun-
try is looking at deciding
when to start opening
economies back up.

But Reynolds cau-
tioned that the state’s
still have authority to
move on their own
with responsibility and
caution based on data in

front of them individu-
ally. She said she’s been
working in conjunction
with neighboring states
to the north, south and
west because a coalition
of sorts had been formed
with those governors
when severe flooding hit
last year.

“That’s the unit we've
been working with to
talk about how to reopen
as a region,” she said.

United Way of the Great River Region invites you to join with us

e Central Lee Community School District

in recognizing volunteers in our commaunity!

National Volunteer Week
April 19-25, 2020

Thank you to volunteers who donate their time and talents to
RSVP workstations, special projects and community events:

e American Red Cross

e City of Fort Madison
e Community Action of Southeast lowa
e Fort Madison Food Pantry
e Fort Madison Area Arts Association

e Fort Madison Community School District
e Fort Madison Elks Lodge

e Fort Madison YMCA

e Fort Madison Partners

e Fort Madison Public Library

o Keokuk Back to School Festival
e Keokuk Heritage Senior Center
o Keokuk Community School District
e Lee County Health Department
e Milestones Area On Aging

e RAGBRAI
e RSVP Grocery Shoppers

e Southeastern Community College

e The Madison
e Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program
e West Point Care Center

United Way of the Great River Region

319-524-4504 or 319-372-8043

Ded®
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https://www.unitedway.org/local/united-states/iowa/united-way-of-the-great-river-region
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 20
6:00 PM

Note: To participate
in or view this meeting
please see the link on the
FMCSD Website Calen-
dar or click on the link
below

https://zoom.us/
j/94009501403?pwd=b-
kZHVHZFRUIzRWIQcIB-
4dG16L3plLdz09

Public Comments are
welcome. They are limit-
ed to 3 minutes and each
participant will be asked
to speak via telephone or
Zoom video conference.

Please request access
for Public Comment no
later than 6:00 p.m. on
April 20, 2020, by one of
two means:

1. Email tim.wondra@
fmcsd.org

2. Text: 319-470-7416

Please include your
full name and telephone
number and the Agenda
item to which you would
like to comment so that
we can give you access
to speak during the Board
meeting. Alternative-
ly you may also email
written comments to tim.
wondra@fmcsd.org and
your message will be read
on your behalf.

Finance: DiPrima/Menke

I. Call meeting to order
and determination of a
quorum

II. Recognition of
guests

lll. Reading of Founda-
tion documents (skip)

IV. Monthly communi-
cations

A. Student Rep Report

(skip)

B. Curriculum Corner
(skip)

C. “Did You Know?”

D. Superintendent Goal
Report

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

E. District Presentations
(skip)

V. Approve the agenda

VI. Consent Agenda

A. Minutes

1. March 16, 2020 Pub-
lic Hearing #1

2. March 16, 2020 Pub-
lic Hearing #2

3. March 16, 2020 Reg-
ular Meeting

4. March 19, 2020 Spe-
cial Meeting

B. Financial reports

1. March Balance Sheet

2. March Revenue
Summary

3. Expenditure Report

4. Student Activity
Report

C. Accounts payable

1. March General
Account Board Bills for

Approval AMEX

2. April General Account
Board Bills for Approval

3. Student Activity
Account Board Bills for
Approval

4. Nutrition Account
Board Bills for Approval

D. Consider personnel
resignations

1. Malissa Nelson,
teacher at the high
school, at the end of the
school year

2. Linda Pollmeier, as-
sociate at Richardson, at
the end of the school year

3. Scott Gooding,
teacher at the middle
school, at the end of the
school year

4. Chad Bowen, 7/8
boys basketball

5. Christian Boyer, asst.
Football

6. Ryan Smith, middle
school football

7. Brooke Wagner, mid-
dle school volleyball

8. Jan Platt, associate
at Richardson, at the end
of the school year

E. Consider employ-
ment of personnel

1.

F. Consider contract
modifications

G. Consider leave of
absence

H. Consider open en-
rollment requests

I. Other reports

1. Activity/Athletic fund-
raisers and Donations

Director (blank) moved
and director (blank sec-

onded the documents
submitted in the consent
section of the agenda be
approved and/or filed as
submitted.

VII. Action ltems

A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services
— Kim Harmon

1.

B. Superintendent —
Erin Slater

1. Consider approval
of the request for travel
from Jeremy Swink and
the boys baseball team to
travel to Busch Stadium
in St. Louis, MO on June
21,2020

2. Consider approval of
the request for travel from
Chris Bolander to travel to
Cleveland, OH for “Be-

USINESS DIRECTOR

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders

Extra clean & quiet with free Owner

YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy., vitality, and improved sleep

¢ and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Stewart Automotive

* Transmission Repair
¢ Alignments
* Coolant/Transmission Flush

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business

as usual.

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
* Tune-Up

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU

/M. FINANCIAL SERVICES 3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,” Western Agricultural Insurance Company,” Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

yond the Booth” welding
training on July 13-17,
2020.

3. Consider approval of
policy changes

104 - Anti-Bullying/An-
ti-Harassment Policy

104-R-1 - Anti-Bullying/
Anti-Harassment Investi-
gation Procedures

210.3a - New School
Board Members Meeting/
Orientation

210.4 - Work Sessions

210.5 - Meeting Notice

210.6 - Quorum

210.7-R - Rules of
Order

401.1 - Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity

402.2 - Child Abuse
Reporting

403.1 - Employee Phys-
ical Examinations - delete

505.5 - Graduation Re-
quirements - Suspension
- The Board is temporarily
suspending Policy 505.5

because of the District’s
closures due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and
as advised by the Gover-
nor as the State of lowa

601.1 - School Calen-
dar - Suspension - The
Board is temporarily
suspending Policy

601.1 because of the
District’s closures due to
the COVID-19 pandemic
and as advised by the
Governor as the State of
lowa.

711.10 - School Bus
Passenger Restraints

711.10-R - School Bus
Seat Belt Policy

4. Consider approval of
2020-2021 High School
handbook

5. Consider approval
of 2020-2021 Athletic
handbook

6. Consider approval of
a new football/soccer LED
scoreboard

7. Consider approval of
Connection Bank & Insur-
ance Advertising Contract
for football/soccer LED
scoreboard

8. Consider approval of
Lee County Bank Adver-
tising Contract for football/
soccer LED scoreboard

9. Consider approval of
Mohrfeld Electric Advertis-
ing Contract for football/
soccer LED scoreboard

10. Consider approval
of Pilot Grove Savings
Bank Advertising Contract
for football/soccer LED
scoreboard

11. Consider approval
of Nevco quote for foot-
ball/soccer LED score-
board

12. Consider approval
of Mohrfeld Electric instal-
lation quote for football/
soccer LED scoreboard

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-

dy Elmore

1. Approve Canvass of
Votes from Special Elec-
tion March 3, 2020

2. Approve IASB
Membership Renewal
and Invoice for Dues for
2020-2021

3. Approve Audit for the
Fiscal Year Ended June
30, 2019

4. Consider approval of
superintendent’s contract

VIII. Discussion ltems

A. Director of Curricu-
lum and Student Services
— Kim Harmon

1.

B. Superintendent —
Erin Slater

1. Consider policy
changes

210.8 - Board Meeting
Agenda same as IASB,
no changes

210.9 - Consent Agen-
das same as IASB, no
changes

210.10 - Voting Method
ours only, recommend to
delete

2. Certified Employee
Attendance

3. Board Member Atten-
dance

C. Board Secretary/
Business Manager — San-
dy Elmore

1.

IX. Comments from the
audience

X. Legislative update

XlI. Announcements

May 4, 2020 6:00
PM - Work Session, High
School, Library Media
Center

May 18, 2020 6:00 PM
- Regular Meeting, Cen-
tral Office, Board Room

XIll.  Adjourn

Exempt session pursu-
ant to lowa Code Section
20.17(3) for the purposes
of a negotiation session

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Temporary
Job Opening

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer
Reading Corps Associate
service member. This po-
sition will help with summer
reading activities in the Ili-
brary and help us take our
summer reading program to
local daycare facilities. The
position will be 300 hours
between May 26 and July
25. Compensation includes
a living stipend as well as
an education award from the
National Service Trust upon
successful completion of the
full term of service.

Application and complete job
description can be found at
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org
or contact Sarah Clendineng
at (319) 372-5721.

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656

Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

smallgrandthings.com

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

uonosI0)H
ol0yd

Flyers

spJen ssauishg

Vinyl Banners

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Posters Art
Supplies
Printing
Office
Furniture
Trifold Brochures

s19.312.211
doddprinting.com

ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, RURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

1708167.1

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Here to help

you retire.

I’'m not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Keokuk Transfer Station:

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane

Fort Madison, 1A Keokuk, 1A
1:319-372:6140 1:319-524.6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grwacom facebook com/grrwa

General Insects
Termites

Mice
Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential
Commercial

wwww.cullenpest.com

“Cause who
needs bugs?”



http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.FortMadisonLibrary.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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State jobless claims climb a full percent vs. 2019

DES MOINES - Iowa’s seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate increased to 3.7 percent in March. The state’s
jobless rate was 2.7 percent one year ago. The U.S. unem-
ployment rate rose to 4.4 percent in March.

“The unemployment rate in March only reflects the very
beginning of the impact of the substantial increase in un-
employment claims we have seen since March 16th, how-
ever the more reflective month will be April,” said Director
Beth Townsend, Iowa Workforce Development. “While
there were more unemployed than March 2019, there were
1.67 million Iowans employed last month. The more Iowans
who remain employed throughout should help reduce the
economic impact and hopefully assist in a faster recovery
period when the economy begins to reopen. There are doz-
ens of employers looking for workers now and those who
are temporarily unemployed are encouraged to check these
out at: www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov”.

The number of unemployed Iowans jumped to 63,500
in March from 49,300 in February. The current estimate is
16,700 higher than the year ago level of 46,800.

The total number of working Iowans decreased to
1,665,300 in March. This figure was 38,100 less than Febru-
ary and 12,300 lower than one year ago.

Total nonfarm employment in Iowa shed 3,500 jobs in
March. While some decline in payrolls was anticipated this
month, the majority of the loss associated with efforts to
contain the Coronavirus will not be evident until April’s
estimates. Private service industries continue to trend down
in Iowa’s economy and have shed a combined 5,600 jobs
over the past twelve months. Goods-producing sectors trail
last year’s mark (-1,900) due to durable goods factories
trimming staff over uncertainty. Government shed jobs
in March (-400), yet remains up slightly versus last March

o Don’t recycle wrapping paper

waste

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:

o Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins

« Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling

« Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
« Place all recyclables loose in bins

« Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous

www.grrwa.com

(+400).

To Do List

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, 1A
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa

Accommodation and food services posted the biggest
movement in March—a loss of 1,600 jobs. This was an early
symptom of firms laying off staff early in response to the
Coronavirus. This sector had fared well stretching back to
last summer and is still up 800 jobs versus last year. Health
care pared jobs in March (-1,100) with many of the jobs
lost being in social assistance and medical offices. Durable
goods manufacturing again trimmed jobs in March (-800).
This drop is the fourth in the last five months, but the de-
cline is partially offset by a gain of 400 jobs in nondurable
goods shops. Retail trade shed 200 jobs, although staffing
levels are expected to drop in April as many non-essential
businesses furlough employees. Small gains this month in-
cluded construction (+200), financial activities (+200), and
professional and business services (+100), which saw hiring
in administrative and support services being hindered by
cutbacks in professional, scientific, and technical services.

IMCC inmate is younger
adult in stable condition
IMCC - Continued from Page 1

IMCC, and arrived from Henry County on Thurs-
day, April 16. As part of IMCC'’s efforts to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19, all new admissions are
kept in an intake quarantine cohort for 14-day
observation. While in this quarantine observation,
the inmate began displaying symptoms consistent
with COVID-19. Medical staff then conducted a
test on the inmate, which was returned as positive.
The inmate is currently in medical isolation, and a
thorough contact tracing is taking place to identi-
fy any inmates or staff that may have had exposure
since his arrival.

The inmate is described as an adult (age 18-40),
and was sentenced to prison for drug crimes. Due
to privacy laws, no further information can be
provided on the inmate. Their family has been
notified. The inmate is in stable condition but
being monitored by IMCC medical staff around
the clock.

The department has been preparing for the
eventuality of COVID-19 in the prison system for
more than a month. An outline of the steps that
have been taken can be found at doc.iowa.gov/
department-corrections-steps, and more infor-
mation related to COVID-19 in the DOC can be
found at doc.iowa.gov/COVID19. For members
of the public with questions about COVID-19 in
the prison system, a hotline is available during
business hours Monday-Friday by calling (515)
373-5457.



http://www.grrwa.com
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
http://doc.iowa.gov/department-corrections-steps
http://doc.iowa.gov/department-corrections-steps
http://doc.iowa.gov/COVID19
http://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov
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