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Mayor sits out HTC graduation
FAMILY STAYS:  Mohrfeld was asked to leave if he didn't don a face covering

Johnson out 
as city attorney 
after 40 years

CITY COUNCIL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld 
missed his son’s graduation on Sunday as he left in protest 
of students and families not being given the choice to wear a 
facemask at the event.

Mohrfeld said Monday that his decision was made as a 
father and not as the Mayor. And he said he was adamant that 
the move had nothing to do with masks.

Students offered face masks to anyone in attendance who 
did not have one out of Holy Trinity Catholic’s administra-
tion’s concern for the spread of the novel coronavirus during 

the pandemic.
“I know this might sound weird to you, but 

this in not an issue of just face masks,” Mohr-
feld said.

“I respect everyone that wants to wear a mask 
and I would never discredit the research used 
by people to wear a mask, but it’s absolutely and 
positively up to the people and businesses that 

want to do that.”
Mohrfeld said his decision to leave and not see his senior 

son receive his diploma at Sunday’s ceremony was based on 

ELECTION
County struggling to find election volunteers
BY KATIE SCOVILLE

PEN CITY CURRENT

FORT MADISON- In three 
months’ time, it’ll be time to cast 
your vote in the general election. In 
the past, polling stations were filled 

with voters, eager to cast their votes. 
But with COVID-19 looming, voters 
may rethink how they vote.

Despite cutbacks from the U.S. 
Postal Service announced last week 
affecting worker hours, transpor-
tation schedules and retail service 

hours, mail-in ballots will still be an 
important part of this year’s election.

Nikki Sugars, Deputy of Elections 
at the Lee County Auditor’s Office, 
said it will be critical that residents 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – With a move 
two weeks ago at the Fort Madison 
City Council meeting, attorney Robert 
Johnson has been replaced by a Cedar 
Rapids firm as Fort Madison’s ongoing 
city attorney.

Lynch-Dallas P.C., a firm that has 
been has been providing legal services 
for the city on a myriad of issues in the 
past, was installed officially as the city’s 
attorney at the last City Council meet-
ing.

City Manager David Varley said the 
move was part of restructuring of city 
legal representatives and was mutually 
agreed upon separation.

“I think it was a combination of 
things, including his decision to retire 
(as city attorney) and we were at a point 
in time to make a change and do this,” 
Varley said Monday.

Johnson has been serving as the city’s 
attorney for the past 40 years, being 
sworn in on Jan. 2, 1980.

The city may continue to use Johnson 
for some real estate issues, Varley said, 
but Lynch-Dallas will take over regular 
city attorney responsibilities. He said 
the firm may not be represented at ev-
ery meeting, but they will be accessible 
and may be present via telephone for 
meetings.

“We don’t need the presence at most 
meetings. It will depend on what’s on 
the agenda. They will be on a call a lot 
of meetings,” Varley said.

The city also hired Ed Harvey out of 
Mt. Pleasant on a part-time basis as a 
municipal prosecutor. Harvey is not as-
sociated with Lynch-Dallas. Lynch-Dal-
las also holds contracts for services 
with Fort Madison Community School 
District, and the Lee County Board of 
Supervisors for legal services.

“We’re also adding a prosecutor so we 
can do more of our own prosecution of 
municipal court,” Varley said. “That’s an 
advantage for us as far as being proac-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Crews were busy setting up for RiverFest 2020, which begins Wednesday and runs through Saturday, in 
Fort Madison’s Riverview Park. At left, Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld walks through the facility with 
Jenny Craft, who helped reboot the 90s festival with her husband Charles. Additional admission space, 
portable wash stations, sanitizers, and touch free admission and temperature checks are all part of the 
precautions being taken this year at the event.

See MAYOR, page 7

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
TUE 04 Aug ............................................................Clear, Cool, 69º F/ 55º F
WED 05 Aug ..............................................Mostly Sunny, Cool, 71º F/ 55º F
THU 06 Aug .......................................................Scattered Rain, 77º F/ 57º F

IOWA LOTTERY
PICK 3 08/02 MIDDAY ....................................................................................5 9 4
PICK 3 08/02 EVENING ..................................................................................6 5 6
PICK 4 08/02 MIDDAY ................................................................................ 5 4 5 8
PICK 4 08/02 EVENING.............................................................................. 8 5 9 6

MOHRFELD

See CITY, page 4

Getting ready for the show

See VOTE, page 4
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Obituaries/Lee County News

319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

– Abraham Lincoln

“Most folks are as happy
as they make their minds up to be.”

We wish you and your family good health, peace, & happiness always.

OBITUARIES

GWENDOLYN D. REDD
Gwendolyn Diane Redd, 76 years, of Quincy, Illinois and formerly of Fort Madi-

son, Iowa died Saturday August 1, 2020 at Blessing Hospital, Quincy.  She was born 
October 26, 1943 in St. Louis, Missouri, a daughter of Rev. Daniel and Beatrice 

(Broadous) Wilbon.  On August 23, 1980, she married George H. 
Redd Sr. in St. Louis, Missouri.  They moved to Fort Madison, Iowa 
that same year.  She was a homemaker.  She enjoyed helping elderly 
people and worked as a home health companion.  She liked to crochet, 
embroider, and do crafts.  Gwendolyn was of the Baptist faith.

She is survived by two daughters, Beatrice Elizabeth Allen of At-
lanta, Georgia and Natalie (David) Edwards of St. Louis; two sons, 
Timothy (Mayia) Redd of Quincy and John Redd of Keokuk; one 

sister: Eleanor Louise Frost of St. Louis; one brother, Daniel (Alfreda)Wilbon, Jr. of 
St. Louis; numerous grandchildren, one niece Che Danielle Frost, and one nephew 
Ernest William Frost II.  She was preceded in death by her parents and husband, 
Pastor George Redd Sr.

A private graveside service and burial will be at the Oakland Cemetery, Fort Mad-
ison. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Redd family and an online guest 
book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com. 

REDD

OBITUARIES

JOHN HARRINGTON
John “Jack” Harrington, 84, passed away on Wednesday, July 29, 2020 in 

Neptune, NJ, where he moved in October, 2019. A lifelong resident  of Ke-
okuk, IA, he and his wife of 56 years, moved to New Jersey to be near their 

daughter. He was born June 23, 1936 in South Bend, IN, the son 
of Tim and Maude Harrington.

Jack graduated from St. Peters High School in Keokuk. He 
attended Culver Stockton College in Canton, MO, and served in 
the National Guard.

On April 28, 1962, Jack was united in mar-
riage to Deisy Cabrera in Keokuk.

Jack was in the restaurant/bar business for 
58 years. He owned and operated Harrington’s Lounge and 
Restaurant in Keokuk, IA.  He enjoyed the people he met 
there. Jack was a great story teller and loved sitting at the end of the bar to 
tell stories of the old days.

He was a member of All Saints Catholic Church in Keokuk. His voice still 
resonates through the church where he sang and directed the congregation 
during Sunday masses. An avid Cardinals fan, he was upset at the Covid19 
virus for cutting off the games for this year. He was a sports enthusiast  and 
enjoyed watching baseball, football, and basketball, preferably at the bar with 
all his friends. He loved cars and taking long drives, by the Mississippi in 
Keokuk and by the ocean in NJ. He will be missed by many friends and fam-
ily. He is survived by his wife, Deisy (Cabrera), of Neptune, NJ, his son Tim 
Harrington  of Fox Lake, IL, his daughter, Gigi Harrington of Neptune, NJ, 
grandson Drake Harrington of McHenry, Il, cousins and many friends.  A 
Celebration of Life will be held in Keokuk at a later date when it is advisable 
to gather with a large group again, as he would want everyone to be safe. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society. 

The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family. Online con-
dolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HARRINGTON

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us
an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

Open
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1 Chicken & Buffet in Southeast Iowa

DINE-IN • DELIVERY • CARRYOUT

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

07/31/20 – 7:07 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2700 block of Avenue N.
07/31/20 – 7:10 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 600 block of 34th Street.
07/31/20 – 9:28 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 300 block of Avenue F.
07/31/20 – 9:54 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 2800 block of Avenue A.
07/31/20 – 10:48 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 4600 block of Avenue J.
07/31/20 – 11:23 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
4800 block of Avenue L.
07/31/20 – 12:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1400 block of Avenue M.
07/31/20 – 1:04 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 800 block of Avenue D.
07/31/20 – 3:03 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1400 block of Avenue H.
07/31/20 – 3:45 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1100 block of Avenue H.
07/31/20 – 6:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1100 block of 24th Street.
07/31/20 – 7:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1000 block of Avenue G.
08/01/20 – 2:53 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 

2600 block of Avenue L.
08/01/20 – 8:34 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2800 block of Avenue O.
08/01/20 – 11:14 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 500 block of 5th Street.
08/01/20 – 12:12 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1100 block of Avenue E.
08/01/20 – 1:39 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 800 block of Avenue D.
08/01/20 – 3:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 300 block of 12th Street.
08/01/20 – 5:15 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
800 block of Avenue H.
08/01/20 – 6:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a person-
al injury accident in the 
2400 block of Avenue L.
08/01/20 – 10:41 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 600 block of Avenue H.
08/02/20 – 9:38 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Dillen 
Alexander Eaves, 26, of Fort 
Madison in the 3900 block 
of Avenue O, on a charge of 
possession of a controlled 
substance. He was released 
on a promise to appear.
08/03/20 – 1:35 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police cited Alexan-
der Xavier Luna, 31, of Fort 
Madison in the 1500 block 
of Avenue M, on a charge of 
driving under suspension.
08/03/20 – 2:11 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 3400 block of Avenue L.
08/03/20 – 7:33 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 400 block of Avenue E.
08/03/20 – 7:58 a.m. – Fort 

Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 3600 block of Avenue L.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

08/01/20 – 2:00 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Sean Dale Harris, 
51, of Fort Madison, in the 
3200 block of 175th Street, 
on a charge of domestic 
assault. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and 
released on bond.
08/01/20 – 3:32 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brandon Beau 
Rinne, 28, of Waterloo, at the 
sheriff’s office on a warrant 
for OWI. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released 
on his recognizance.
08/02/20 – 12:27 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Hwy 61. Accord-
ing to the report, a vehicle 
driven by Gary Christopher 
Coffee, 68, of Wever was 
headed northbound on 61 in 
the right lane. Coffee slowed 
to turn right onto 340th Ave-
nue pulling a dump trailer filled 
with gravel. A vehicle driven 
by Justin Wayne Trout, 41, of 
Fort Madison was also travel-
ing northbound on in the right 
lane and didn’t notice Coffee 
slowing to turn right and struck 
the back of Coffee’s vehicle. 
Trout was cited for failure to 
stop in an assured distance. 
No injuries were reported.
08/02/20 – 4:47 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 27. Accord-
ing to the report a semi-trailer 
driven by Khadar Ali Maalin, 
28, of Minneapolis, struck a 
farm tractor driven by Gregoy 
Dwight Hohl, 66, of Donnell-
son. Maalin was traveling 
southbound and attempted 
to move into the left lane but 
struck Hohl’s tractor in the 
process and then overturned 

while trying to correct back 
into the right lane. No injuries 
were reported. Maalin was 
cited for following to close.
8/02/20 – 6:09 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on 175th Street. Ac-
cording to the report, a vehicle 
missed a curve, hit an em-
bankment on a driveway, and 
came to rest in a cornfield. 
The owner of the 2009 dark 
blue Chevy Tahoe SUV has 
yet to be identified as the op-
erators fled the scene. But the 
report indicated that numerous 
alcoholic beverages contain-
ers were in the vehicle along 
with a strong odor of alcohol.

Hancock County 
Sheriff’s Report

07/27/20 – Elaine F O’Brien, 
age 42, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging her with Fail-
ure to Pay on original charges 
of Driving While License Sus-
pended. O’Brien was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
07/29/20 – Donovan A 
Hansen, age 46, of Nau-
voo, IL was arrested on a 
Miami-Dade County Florida 
warrant charging him with 
Probation Violation on original 
charges of Grand Theft 2nd 
Degree. Hansen remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
extradition to Florida.
07/29/20 – Danny E Gos-
sage, age 62, of Littleton, IL 
was arrested and charged 
with Driving While License 
Suspended and No Insurance. 
Gossage was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
07/31/20 – Raymond J 
Tallman, age 47, of Keokuk, 

IA was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
him with Failure to Appear on 
original charges of Unlawful 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine, Criminal Trespass to 
Real Property, and Driving 
While License Suspended. 
Tallman remains lodged in 
the Hancock County Jail 
in lieu of bond awaiting his 
next court appearance.
07/31/20 – Andrea L Blint, age 
36, of Niota, IL was arrested 
on a Hancock County Warrant 
charging her with Failure 
to Appear on a Petition to 
Revoke or Modify Sentence 
on original charges of Unlawful 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine, Driving While License 
Suspended, and Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle. Blint 
remains lodged in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing her next court appearance.
07/31/20 – Brooke J Coo-
per, age 43, of Hamilton, IL 
was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
her with Failure to Appear on 
original charges of No Valid 
Driver’s License, Operating an 
Uninsured Vehicle and Expired 
Registration. Cooper remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
her next court appearance.
07/31/20 – David W Trapp, 
age 62, of Columbia, MO was 
arrested and charged with 
Operating Uninsured Vehicle. 
Trapp was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
08/01/20 – Danielle F Siveira, 
age 22, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Driving Under the Influence. 
Siveira was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
08/01/20 – Terry R Tripp, age 

58, of Warsaw, IL was arrested 
and charged with Driving 
While License Suspended. 
Tripp was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
08/01/20 – Larry J Tripp, age 
49, of Niota, IL was arrested 
and charged with Driving Un-
der the Influence and Driving 
While License Suspended. 
Tripp was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
08/02/20 – Jay A Mitchell, 
age 41, of Fort Madison, IA 
was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
him with Domestic Violence 
and Driving While License 
Suspended. Mitchell remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his initial court appearance.
08/02/20 – Christopher T 
Simmons, age 38, of Plym-
outh, IL was arrested on a 
Hancock County Warrant 
charging him with Failure to 
Appear on original charges 
of Criminal Trespass to Real 
Property. Simmons remains 
lodged in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail awaiting 
his next court appearance.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

07/31/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
one medical, one animal 
rescue, one welfare check.
08/01/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls and 
two vehicle accidents.
08/02/20 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to one 
false alarm and one assist.

https://completerentalfm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
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From the Front

20202020
To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

tive with municipal violations, so it will work out 
good for both us. It’s a win-win.”

Lynch-Dallas also provides the city with other 
legal specialists and gives the city broader coverage.

The agreement requires the city pay $170 per hour 
for associates at the firm with more than six years 
experience, $150 for associates and $100 for legal 
assistants. The firm would also be reimbursed for 
fees for filing, postage, mileage, digital legal search-
es and copies.

Attorneys would bill at half-rate for travel time, 
plus the mileage reimbursement.

At the upcoming City Council meeting on Tues-
day, the council will consider approving an ordi-
nance to re-establish the city’s Construction Board 
of Appeals.

At last Tuesday’s meeting, several contractors 
spoke up about some inconsistencies in applications 
of city code by Building Director Doug Krogmeier.

According to a report from Krogmeier, the city 
eliminated the board several years ago as part of an 
effort to clean up boards that were no longer func-
tional or appropriate.

“Because of recent events, it has become evident 
that the City needs to have such a board in place to 
hear appeals,” Krogmeier wrote in the report to the 
City Council.

“Lynch-Dallas has also expressly informed us that 
this board needs to be re-established as quickly as 
possible.”

The agenda shows a suspension of the second 
and third readings. typically required to change city 
code, to expedite the re-creation of the board.

The board will have two primary purposes: to 
review new building codes for adoption and to hold 
hearings on appeals of decisions and code interpre-
tations made by the building department.

The mayor has submitted the names of Krist 
Roach, Tom Schulz, Glenda Schneider, Ronald 
Walker and Doug Kenel to serve staggering terms 
on the five-person board.

Other agenda items include:
• a first reading of an ordinance redefining how 

far city employee’s residences must be from city 
limits.

• a resolution to approve plans and award the con-
tract for the Great River Health System-Fort Madi-
son Community Hospital Community Foundation 
trail that runs from the high school to Rodeo Park, 
to Jones Contracting for $1.2 million.

CITY - Continued from Page 1

Attorney tells 
city to reinstate 

Construction 
appeal board

get ballots and requests for ballots in on time.
“It’s important that voters fill out the ballots on 

time. Ballots will be sent out starting Oct. 5, and 
this year we may see more requests than usual,” she 
said.

With COVID-19 restrictions in place, utilizing 
the absentee voting will be the safest option for 
voters. Because of a possible influx of ballots, ad-
ditional help has been added to the absentee board 
for counting.

COVID-19 has also presented other problems for 
county election officials including staffing.

“We are currently having an issue getting pre-
cinct election officials as well as polling places to 
hold in-person elections,” she said.

Sugars said anyone interested in volunteering 
to help service can call the county auditor’s office. 
Election officials are paid by the county.

Precinct election officials set up polling places 
and instruct voters how to properly use the voting 
equipment. More information can be found on the 
Lee County Auditor’s website.

But despite regular claims of voter fraud from 
one party or another year over year, Sugars said she 
isn’t overly worried about issues surfacing in Iowa.

“This isn’t a major issue in Iowa and not a huge 
concern for us. We have people that check and 
double check to make sure everyone’s vote counts,” 
she said.

The Lee County Auditor’s Office has been work-
ing closely with the Secretary of State’s Office to 
release promotional videos about absentee voting.

According to the Secretary of State’s office link to 
request an absentee ballot, a registered voter may 
make written application to their County Auditor 
for an absentee ballot. A written application for a 
mailed absentee ballot must be received by the vot-
er’s County Auditor no later than 5:00 p.m. 10 days 
before the General Election, which is Tuesday, Nov. 
3. That link is provided here at https://sos.iowa.
gov/elections/pdf/absenteeballotapp.pdf.

Everyone in the state this year will be getting a 
request by mail this year, but those who don’t want 
to wait can fill out the request at the Secretary of 
State’s office link.

Although the voting process won’t be quite as 
traditional, it’s still important that people make 
sure their voice is heard and get out and vote.

VOTE - Continued from Page 1

Absentee ballots to start going out Oct. 5

http://www.grrwa.com
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/absenteeballotapp.pdf.
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/pdf/absenteeballotapp.pdf.


Full-Time
& Part-Time
LPN or RN  

1st and 2nd shifts

Pay depends on your experi-
ence and is very competitive
Contact Tonya Rehm DON  
at 319-837-6117 or email to 
directornursing@westpoint-
carecenter.com.
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

“Come and Gro With Us”
Machine/Packaging Operators – R3559
Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 

Openings All Shifts
Starting Pay: $18.30/hour

Formulation Operator - R3895
Qualifications: Strong problem solving skills, Attention 
to detail, Math skills (knowledge of the metric system 
(conversions of weights and volumes), Computer skills 
and knowledge (Excel, Word, SAP, Gmail), Must be able 
to wear a variety of PPE (including a respirator), Ability 
to operate a forklift.  Must be a team player.  

Starting Pay: $23.00/hour
Forklift Operators - R3561
Qualifications: 1-3 years forklift experience, in a fast-
paced environment 

Starting Pay: $21.00/hour

PUBLIC NOTICE
Section 106

Public Notice

Windstream is propos-
ing to modify an existing 
telecommunications 
facility on an existing 
pole located at the below 
address in Lee County, IA 
with associated coordi-
nates and overall struc-
ture height.

Windstream seeks com-
ments from all interested 
persons on the impact of 
the proposed action on 
any districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, or ob-
jects significant in Ameri-
can history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, 
or culture, that are listed 
or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Specific information 
about the project, includ-
ing the historic pres-
ervation reviews that 
Windstream is conducting 
pursuant to the rules of 
the Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
(47 C.F.R. Sections 
1.1307(4)) and the Advi-
sory Council on Historic 
Preservation (36 C.F.R. 
Part 800) will be made 

available to interested 
persons who request the 
information from the con-
tact below.

All questions, com-
ments, and correspon-
dence should be directed 
to Mary Bryant at Dynam-
ic Environmental Asso-
ciates, Inc., 3850 Lake 
Street, Suite C, Macon, 
GA 31204, 877-968-4787, 
Sec106@DynamicEnvi-

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refriger-
ator, dishwasher, built-in mi-
crowave. Non-smoking, no 
pets. Very affordable secu-
rity deposit $300. Must pass 
background & credit checks 
(no felonies). Large backyard 

with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet neighbor-
hood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 850 sq. 
ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. 
units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms 
have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in all build-
ings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 
for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty Co.

HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

Jacob Sanchez
Diagnosed with autism

Sensory sensitivity is a sign of autism. 
Learn the others at autismspeaks.org/signs.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
319.371.4125

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

RN Case Manager
LPN

Private Duty

Home Health Aide

ronmental.com within 30 
days from the date of this 
publication.

Project #: 22020021
Project Name: WSP-

RL14
Address: 1164 240th 

Avenue
City: West Point
Overall Height: 100’
Latitude: 40° 47’ 25.80” 

N
Longitude: 091° 26’ 

56.39” W

mailto:directornursing@westpointcarecenter.com
mailto:directornursing@westpointcarecenter.com
https://www.ScottsMiracleGro.com/careers/
mailto:Sec106@DynamicEnvironmental.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursing.com?subject=Positions%20Available%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:Sec106@DynamicEnvironmental.com
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Classifieds

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

Welcome (back)
We are honored to be joined by Dr. Courtney on June 1, 

after more than three decades of private practice.
Dr. Courtney will be seeing patients at our
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West office.
Call 319-372-4882 for your appointment. Pothitakis 

Dentistrywww.DrMarkDDS.com

Lee County Health Department 
Back-to-School Immunization Clinic

  August 20, 2020      #3 John Bennett Drive 
  9:00am - Noon       Fort Madison, IA 52627 
  1:00pm - 4:00pm

Appointments are strongly encouraged.   
Walk-ins will be taken in order of arrival so wait times may vary.

Masks are required for those over the age of 4.

This Immunization Clinic is aimed at those children needing  
back-to-school immunizations specially those entering  

Kindergarten, 7th Grade & Senior Year. 
 

For questions or to schedule an  
appointment please call (319)372-5225.

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

what he saw as hypocrisy 
in the system.

“On the day we’re trying 
to tell our children it’s time 
to be an adult, we should 
have put the informa-
tion in front of them and 
allowed them to make a 
decision,” he said. 

“They should have been 
able to decide. It was their 
decision on what was ap-
propriate. As a parent, giv-
en that the person you’re 
talking to was raised in the 
60s – I had a real problem 
with that.”

Mohrfeld said he was 
told by HTC Principal 
Michael Sheerin that to 
stay he would have to put 
on a face mask. Mohrfeld 
captured video of part of 
the entrance processional 
without wearing a face 
mask and then left the 
building in protest of the 
mandate.

Sheerin wrote in a text 

to Pen City Current Mon-
day that parents and fam-
ilies were notified several 
weeks ago that if the event, 
which was originally slated 
to be held outside, was 
moved indoors everyone 
would be required to wear 
masks.

“What is the point of 
education if not to lay out 
information and have kids 
make a decision. Educa-
tion is not about blind 
indoctrination. It just is 
not,” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s about teaching and 
allowing an environment 
where kids learn. I had a 
problem with that. They 
are adults now so they 
should be empowered and 
you should not make that 
decision for them.

 “An education insti-
tution is not acting as an 
education system and 
I pushed back on that. 
They’ve got every right to 

ask me to wear a mask, 
but do I sit down and just 
comply with that when I 
don’t think that’s the way 
they should have gone 
about it? No.”

Mohrfeld’s son stayed 
through the ceremony 
with a mask on, as did two 
of his family members. 
All other attendees at the 
one-hour service wore 
masks and families were 
seated according to social 
distancing requirements.

Mohrfeld said he left 
the decision for his son to 
stay through the ceremony 
with his son.

 “That got very compli-
cated. He was torn be-
tween making a decision 
and disappointing his 
mother. He made a deci-
sion and God bless him. 
My decision was different 
than that,” Mohrfeld said.

MAYOR- Continued from Page 1

HTC says attendees were informed

Samantha Pothitakis, the 2020 HTC Valedictorian, dons a mortarboard 
themed with a statement from her favorite televsion show “The Office” 
as graduates prepared to receive diplomas Sunday at the Holy Trinity 
Catholic graduation exercise.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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