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Dig may have found part of Fort

GUARD HOUSE:  Timbers may be part of original Fort’s guard house

Taylor says 
jobless claims 
charges should 
stay with state

UNEMPLOYMENT

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Archeologists digging through the 
subsurface of the city’s Hwy. 61 rehab project have stumbled 
upon some timbers that have their curiosity.

Lowell Blikre, an assistant director with Bear Creek Ar-
cheology, of Cresco, Iowa, said Wednesday that crews were 
working to unearth two sections of timbers with iron rods 
protruding from them.

Blikre said he’s not sure what they are, but he has to treat 
them as if they are part of the original fort.

“We haven’t absolutely confirmed this is fort stuff, but 
we have to treat it as though it is because we haven’t found 
anything to indicate it isn’t either,” Blikre said Wednesday 
afternoon.

The timbers were discovered in locations where the new 
sewer line is going to go on the south side of the construction 
just past the west side of the former Sheaffer building.

Blikre said now his team of 11 scientists are doing a more 
controlled excavation and are screening the sediment around 
the timbers.

COVID-19 UPDATE
IDPH may help rural areas with contact tracing

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

JOHNSTON – Officials with the Iowa 
Department of Public Health have indi-
cated rural parts of the state may get help 
in contact tracing efforts associated with 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

During Gov. Kim Reynolds daily press 
conference Wednesday, IDPH Deputy 
Director Sarah Reisetter told pool report-
ers that officials realize some areas of the 
state have limited staffing and resources 
to do tracing and the state is in the pro-
cess of trying to provide some help.

“Our local public health partners are 

fantastic, but in a lot of cases they have 
limited resources and staffing,” Reisetter 
said. “We’re looking at standing up addi-
tional contact tracing teams through the 
state for rural areas with limited access.”

Reynolds said the tracing is a critical 

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – State Sen. Rich 
Taylor said the state should not start 
charging unemployment claims back 
to employers during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

As part of a question-and-answer 
session sponsored by Lee County 
Economic Development Group on 
Tuesday afternoon, Taylor, along 
with Iowa WORKS’ Michael Witt, 
development division administrator 
for southeast Iowa, fielded questions 
for about an hour on issues mainly 
associated with the COVID-19 out-

break.
Iowa Workforce 

Development Director 
Beth Townsend said last 
week that the state Un-
employment Trust Fund 
had to be protected and 
officials were going to 

allow the fund to dip to $850 million 
before starting to charge unemploy-
ment back to employers.

Taylor said he thinks that’s a bad 
move in light of the current pressure 
on small businesses in Iowa.

“Originally, as a legislature, we 
planned on not allowing that to hap-
pen. I was in a conversation yester-
day with my caucus where we said 
we are going to continue to support 
that position, that employers would 
not be charged for this,” Taylor said.

“We did get a lot of extra funding 
from the federal government to take 
care of these claims and at this point, 
I don’t see any reason why we would 
go back on our word on that.”

He encouraged residents to writer 
letters to the Senate leadership in 
support of the state to sticking to 
their word on that issue.

Witt said the state is obviously 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Claire Nelson, left, and Peter Hutchison, both of St. Paul and part of Bear Creek Archeology, sift through 
sediment pulled away from a couple of timbers found under the surface of a highway construction project 
in Fort Madison Wednesday.

See FORT, page 2
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To all our healthcare providers, 
first responders, postal/delivery 
workers, and grocery and food 
suppliers - for keeping us supplied 
and safe. We just want to say...

“From hand probing I can see there is another set of timbers below these,” he said. 
“So were taking the associated artifacts back and we’ll analyze it.”

He said the metal rods seem to run through the timbers and may serve as fasten-
ers for the timbers.

“We’ll expose them, go around the sides and find out how low they go, and what 
they are lying on so we can figure out what their context is,” he said.

He said the subsurface level dropped fairly quickly where the timbers were found 
and that was curious to him. He said he was surprised to find the timbers.

“This could be the cellar for the guard house, but we just don’t have enough data 
yet, so we have to treat it as though it’s part of the fort right now.”

He said the firm still has other trenches to dig to the east of where crews are me-
ticulously screening soil. Using hand tools, workers are digging around the timbers 
and putting the sediment in buckets and then using stand-up screens to sift through 
for other possible finds.

Blikre said Bear Creek has a five-week window in the contract, which ends at the 
end of next week.

“That’s our contract, but it will depend on what happens. There are things that 
could trigger additional searches, but we’re really trying to stick with the contract 
and the budget for the city.

The city is paying for the work through its contract with HR Green of Cedar Rap-
ids, who subcontracted with Bear Creek to do the archeological work.

“We don’t want to be a cost overrun on this. We want to get the information we 
need, find out what’s here, and get out of the way,” Blikre said.

Blikre said a lot of familiar corroded metal and glass have been found, but he did 
find some beef cattle bones in some of the deeper trench digs associated with the 
sewer line.

City Manager David Varley said he had heard they found a piece of timber earlier 
but discarded it.

“This is the first I’m hearing about these, so I don’t know. It could be from the fort 
or it could be from an old house or something from the city. We just don’t know. 
They have a guy there that will take it back and analyze it,” he said.

Varley said if the finds are of historical value then there could be some delays in 
the project if archeologists have to expand on the dig to locate any additional struc-
ture.

Blikre said he didn’t expect to find any thing from the ground surface of the fort, 
because repeated road projects have scraped that surface away, but the sewer line 
work is deeper than the other projects have gone and that’s where the timbers were 
discovered.

“Right now all we’re looking for is subterranean features like cellars, outhouses 
and things like that.”

Andy Andrews of the North Lee County Historical Society said he wasn’t sur-
prised by the find.

“Not really, we knew there was still a lot of stuff buried under that highway. And 
there’s more under the highway, it’s just how much time they have to do the work,” 
Andrews said.

Find could delay project
FORT - Continued from Page 1

Claire Nelson of St. Paul gently pulls up sediment around several tim-
bers, center, that have an iron rod protruding from one. Lowell Blikre, 
the leader of the 11-man team, said the timbers could be part of the 
original fort and will take the pieces for analysis.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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A Message From Sonny’s Super Market

319.837.6126 
327 5th Street, West Point, IA

A Message to Our Community:

Whether you believe in the true threat of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus); fact is that there is real fear.

Sonny’s Super Market (Sonny’s Super Market) is 
OPEN and will continue to maintain standard sani-
tary procedures, as well as be proactive in the check-
out and meat department areas. Additional action 
will be taken to wipe down surfaces touched regular-
ly by our customers.

At this time we are also offering curbside pick-up 
for orders over $20. Orders can be placed via phone 
(319-837-6126), email (sonnysmarket@hotmail.
com) or Facebook messanger (@sonnyssupermarket). 

Immediate reaction to Social Media is not 
guaranteed.

THANK YOU for continued support of local, 
independent businesses. Stay well.

Dale & Deina Merschbrock
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onePAC your medication
made easy

free delivery or mailing

rashiddrug.com

looking at protecting its Unemployment Trust 
Fund.

“I don’t know what the details were of that 
statement, but obviously they are looking to pro-
tect that fund,” he said.

Taylor also said he believes the state is doing a 
pretty good job and protecting small businesses 
and employees during this unprecedented time 
and said we need to get behind Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds and the state’s course of action.

He said the state could probably go a little fur-
ther in efforts to keep people isolated from one 
another, but said these are difficult times and he 
wouldn’t want to be in the Governor’s shoes.

“I actually think we’re doing a pretty good job. 
I think we could probably go a little further and 
it seems like daily the governors is going a little 
further. We’re not going to stop this virus,” Taylor 
said.

“These shelter-in-places won’t get rid of this 
virus, but hopefully we can slow it and hopefully 
we won’t get overwhelmed with it. In my opinion 
were doing a pretty fair job in Iowa. I would hate 
to be the governor right now and have to make 
these life and death decisions. It has to be weigh-
ing heavily on her conscience, I know it would 
be on mine.”

When pressed about defining an essential 
business, Taylor said it’s his understanding that 
an essential business is any business needed to 
sustain life as we know it.

But he said a lot of businesses are connected to 
those essential businesses behind the scenes and 
may be required to be open.

“A lot of times it has something to do with food 
chain or health care and it could be a behind-
the-scenes thing. Farms need to take care of the 
fields and that may require a part store be open. 
People have emailed me with connections I 
didn’t even understand,” he said.

Taylor said it’s his understanding that all the 
school districts in his county with the exception 
of some Washington County schools are able to 
complete the school year with online distance 
learning without going into the summer.

Witt spent a substantial amount of time ad-
dressing questions of unemployment and the 
federal government’s $600 weekly supplemental 
unemployment insurance program.

Witt said workforce development officials went 
to work quickly to get the program rolling, but 
there were some delays in getting guidance in 
interpreting the CARES Act benefits.

“Anyone drawing a claim whether an Iowa 
claim, a pandemic claim or other claim, is eligi-
ble,” Witt said. “They don’t have to do anything 
other than continue to report weekly with any 
earnings. That $600 will come to them automat-
ically.”

He said the program got running in just over 
a week and it’s going to take a little bit of time 
before everyone starts to see the extra funds, but 
they will be paid back to the date they were eligi-

ble for the funds, which was the week beginning 
March 29. Payments currently will stop on the 
week ending July 25.

“Since we stood this up in just a week, it’s going 
to take a little bit before everyone starts to see it,” 
Witt said.

He said payments should start appearing by 
Thursday or Friday of this week.

Witt also cautioned employees about voluntary 
self isolation at jobs where they are still required 
to show up. He said residents concerned with 
those situations should work with their employ-
ers and contact state hotlines for direction.

He said they should not however stay home 
and risk losing their jobs.

Witt said voluntary separation would likely 
disqualify individuals from both unemployment 
and the $600 federal supplement under the 

CARES Act.
Taylor said the legislative session still has 35 

to 40 days left in the session and he hopes to get 
back to work as soon as possible, but said April 
30 now seems a bit aggressive.

“I don’t think it will be April 30, I think this 
will go on longer than that,” he said of the sus-
pended session.

Taylor also said the pandemic has put a light 
on the poor access to broadband in rural Iowa. 
The federal government has been reallocating 
funds to help address some of the issues, but 
Taylor said the state could be doing more as well.

“I had a bill to add $15 million to our broad-
band funding. We did pass a bill in the Senate 
that added $5 million which is better than what 
we had but it’s not near enough,” Taylor said.

“I think we should be investing $50 million a 
year. But I do think this will wake a lot of peo-
ple up. I think it shows how bad our broadband 

IWD - Continued from Page 1

Unemployed should see federal benefit soon

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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HELP
WANTED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Temporary
Job Opening

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a Summer 
Reading Corps Associate 
service member.  This po-
sition will help with summer 
reading activities in the li-
brary and help us take our 
summer reading program to 
local daycare facilities.  The 
position will be 300 hours 
between May 26 and July 
25.  Compensation includes 
a living stipend as well as 
an education award from the 
National Service Trust upon 
successful completion of the 
full term of service. 
Application and complete job 
description can be found at 
www.FortMadisonLibrary.org 
or contact Sarah Clendineng 
at (319) 372-5721.

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois

Be Sure.
When you need to be sure, look to one of 
the area’s leading insurance agencies.

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life

Farm • Crop

Left to right: Chris, Erin, Judy, Jill, Brian, Shelby, and Desiree

OBITUARIES

MARVIN RICHARDSON
Marvin “Dale” Richardson, 77, of Hamilton passed away Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 

the Montebello Healthcare Center in Hamilton, IL.
He was born June 15, 1942 in Ida Grove, IA the son of Marvin and Beatrice Rich-

ardson. On March 24, 1963 he was united in marriage to Sally Lee Mason in Burling-
ton. She survives.

He is also survived by his son, Brad (Jennifer) Richardson of Car-
thage, five grandchildren, Mya (Grant) Hellenthal, Macy, Wren, Harper 
and Brilynn Richardson and a cousin, Jim (Pat) Meier of Burlington.

He was preceded in death by his parents, a brother in infancy and a 
son, Brian Richardson.

Dale worked as an accountant and computer programmer at Burl-
ington Bank and Trust in Burlington, Iowa Ammunition Plant in Mid-
dletown, Morse Rubber and Atmos Energy in Keokuk. Dale and Sally’s 

married life took them from West Burlington to Danville then to Hamilton, IL. In 
1992, Dale was transferred to Olathe, Kansas where he also worked for Atmos Energy. 
Six years later he transferred to Tennessee. In 1995, Dale took early retirement and 
moved back to Hamilton to be closer to family and friends.

After moving back to Hamilton, Dale took a job at Danville Telephone in Danville, 
IA where he worked for ten years before he retired.

Dale was on the Hamilton City Council for thirty years and a member of the Ham-
ilton United Methodist Church where he was an adult Sunday school teacher.

Dale enjoyed watching football especially the Iowa Hawkeyes, and Kansas City 
Chiefs. He loved watching golf and basketball. He also enjoyed reading the newspa-
per especially the Daily Gate City where his son Brian worked. He had a great love 
of computers. He also enjoyed bird watching and listening to music with his favorite 
song being “Dust in the Wind.”

Due to the current COVID-19 situation and the restriction for public gatherings 
there will be no public services or visitation at this time.

A Celebration of Dale’s life for family and friends will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to the United Methodist Church in Hamilton.

RICHARDSON

OBITUARIES

JAY F. COOK
Jay Frank Cook, 67, of Keokuk, IA died Monday, April 13, 2020 at his home.
Jay was born on September 3, 1952 to Frank and Marcia (Weber) Cook. He grad-

uated from Keokuk High School in 1971.
On December 22, 1973 he married Drucilla A. Ricker in Keokuk.
Jay had worked at Midwest Carbide and Pinnacle Foods.

He was a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
Keokuk Lodge #106.

Jay enjoyed life and loved to have a good time. Doug Nickel and 
Mark Gates were his lifelong friends. Jay was the first bowler at the 
Arrowhead Bowl to have a perfect 300 game. Besides bowling he 
enjoyed playing Euchre, watching the St. Louis Cardinals and the 
Iowa Hawkeyes, collecting baseball cards and spending time with his 
family. Jay always had a positive look on life and took every moment 

to enjoy it
Jay is survived by his wife, Dru, his greatest joys, his son Ryan (Margaret) Cook, 

his daughter Cara (Brad) Johnson and his grandchildren Jake Cook, Megan Cook, 
Rylee Johnson and Jaelyn Johnson all of Keokuk. He is also survived by his sister 
Cindy Hoewing and daughter Gretchen, sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, Denice 
(Mike) Samuels, Dawn (Jeff) Marlin, Penny (Craig) Williams, and Patrick Ricker 
along with several nephews, nieces, aunts, and uncles.

He was proceeded in death by his father, mother, and sister-in-law, Diana Hester.
Due to the current COVID-19 situation and the restriction for public gatherings, 

a Celebration of Jay’s life will be held at a later date at The Elks Lodge BPOE #106 .
Memorials may be made to the Iowa Chapter of the ALS Association or to Lee 

County Hospice.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
On-line condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com.

COOK

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

First. Fresh. Local.
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place your ad

online 24/7
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ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com • Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today at 319.371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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To Do ListTo Do List

Thank you to all our customers who worked
to reduce their environmental footprint last year.

We look forward to helping you continue your efforts
and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:
• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & volume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and household hazardous 

waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Save Our Planet

component in helping identify hot spots across the state 
and target additional mitigation efforts where needed.

Reynolds said she would try to have more information 
on that on Thursday and would probably be including 
staffing from the Iowa Department of Human Services in 
forming some of those tracing teams.

Lee County Health Department Administrator Michele 
Ross said contact tracing does not currently include trac-
ing a positive persons complete footsteps.

“Our contact tracing does not include determining 
every place a person has been prior to when they become 
ill,” Ross said Monday.

“It includes working with a case and identifying that 
person’s close household contacts and continuing the 

investigation and education/instructions for isolation. We 
will not be notifying the public on any other details.”

Reynolds said an additional 900 tests are being sent to 
Columbus Junction to test more employees at the Tyson 
Foods plant located in the Louisa County town. She said 
despite the 86 positives confirmed in Sunday testing, 
Region 5 of the state’s Regional Medical Coordination 
Centers, still has an assessment rating of 8, the same rat-
ing it had last week.

Reisetter explained that the number of cases are just 
one factor in determining the assessment score.

“The other is the rate of hospitalization and we would 
need to see an increase in that. An increase in cases alone 
won’t cause that number to go up,” she said.

With Wednesday’s update, the state had 96 new positive 
cases bringing the state’s total to just under 2,000 at 1,995. 

No additional counties reported a first positive so the 
state still has positive tests in 82 of 99 counties.

The state had 407 negative tests yesterday and claims 
908 individuals have recovered. There were four addition-
al deaths in the state bringing the total to 53.

Reynolds said the IDPH has confirmed an additional 
outbreak at a long-term care facility in Muscatine County. 
Approximately 10% of all positive cases and 49% of the 
state’s deaths are associated with long-term care centers.

Lee County currently has two confirmed positives in 
the 61-80 range and no deaths. Henry County has 22 con-
firmed cases and one death. Des Moines County has seen 
seven confirmed cases and no deaths. Van Buren has five 
confirmed cases and Jefferson has four cases with neither 
county having a death.

Reynolds said the state is still expecting a peak in the 
next two to three weeks and the additional testing at meat 
packing facilities and long-term care centers could show 
an increase in positives in the near future, the state is still 
balancing metrics for mitigation, with metrics for reopen-
ing the state.

“Everybody should be making plans because at some 
point as we base decisions on data, we want to open up 
this economy,” Reynolds said.

“In northwest Iowa right now the numbers are really 
low and we’ll take a look at what it looks like up there, 
and what the criteria is, and start to apply that throughout 
the state.”

Reynolds said the state wants to get things up and 
going, but he said they have to do it responsibly and be 
cautious about moving forward.

“We don’t want to just flip the light switch and then 
have another spike happen in a week. that’s not going to 
be beneficial to anybody.”

Reisetter said other states are showing a four to six 
weeks from the time they put aggressive efforts in place.

“Our positive cases are leveling off, but that will change 
as we do targeted testing,” she said.

“That could increase our case counts, but as we do 
more testing we’ll find positives. But those might not be 
cases we would have otherwise found if they hadn’t gone 
to their doctors.”

Reisetter called that “surveillance-type testing” which 
is testing people who might not be showing symptoms 
otherwise, and might not appear ill.

“The reason we haven’t done widespread surveillance 
testing in our state is because we simply haven’t had the 
supplies to do that.”

Reisetter’s comments prompted Reynolds to take back 
the podium to clarify that surveillance testing is a piece of 
the picture, and the state hopes to do more of that and is 
anxious to update Iowans. But she said that doesn’t reflect 
everything.

“It’s an important part of the equation, but doesn’t 
reflect everything that’s happening.”

Reynolds said statistically 1 in every 160 Iowans has 
been tested.

“We can do more and we should do more, but I think 
that’s pretty good,” she said. “We’re making progress and 
testing more and we have been somewhat limited at the 
State Hygienic Lab, but we’re opening that up more.”

The lab currently has more than 3,000 tests available as 
of Tuesday.

State sending 900 more tests to Tyson Foods facility
UPDATE - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
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