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Bubbles dot landscape in Wever
TOP WEBSITE STORY Jan.-April :  Strange suds deemed harmless out of IFC facility

Feds look 
into Rashid 
Pharmacy

TOP FACEBOOK POST

Fed OKs vaccines 
for 65 and olderBY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEVER – Residents southwest of Wever in rural Lee Coun-
ty woke up Tuesday morning to what looks like a visit from 
Mr. Bubble, but they’re not joking about wanting answers.

Suds that resemble what you would see in a bubble bath 
were laying lightly in the fields and yards southwest of the 
Iowa Fertilizer plant. The bubbles could be seen along Hwy. 

61 south of the plant almost to first Fort Madison exit, but not 
beyond that.

Resident Kristen Brookhiser said she noticed the bubbles 
at about 6:25 a.m. when she started her morning getting her 
children ready for the day.

She then made a call to the fertilizer plant to report the 
incident and was told by assistant manager Zach Adamson at 
the facility that everything was safe and there was no cause for 
alarm.

“He reassured me it was safe and there was no danger, but 
I requested that evidence,” Brookhiser said. “He’s sending me 
the safety data sheets on the particular detergent that was

Mayor rolls out plans for new 5-star FM Marina project
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison 
Mayor Matt Mohrfeld rolled out a new 
conceptualization of the what a group 
of stakeholders envisions for the city’s 
marina.

And if things come 
together as planned, part 
of the concept could be 
in place as early as April 
2022.

When Mohrfeld was 
elected mayor in 2020, 
the first order of business 

was a revamped budget process that 
included workshops before approving 
the budget.

Prior to that, budgets were present-
ed by City Manager David Varley and 
then approved by the City Council at a 
following meeting.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Federal agents are 
being very tight-lipped about an inves-
tigation that began Tuesday morning 
at Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness in Fort 
Madison.

Agents from the Department of Health 
and Human Services and the FBI were on 
the property when the pharmacy opened 
and ordered the pharmacy closed.

One agent from HHS at the scene only 
would say the investigation was joint 
venture between the two agencies and 
declined any further comment.

Lee County Attorney Ross Braden 
said he was not made aware of Monday’s 
events and didn’t have a comment.

The agent on the scene directed all 
inquiries to the United State’s Attorneys 
Office for the Southern District of Iowa.

FORT MADISON – Iowa health of-
ficials have moved Phase 1B of COVID 
vaccine rollouts to include Iowans 65 and 
older, per a Centers for Disease Control 
recommendation made 10 days ago.

Governor Kim Reynolds made the 
announcement today as part of a press 
conference to update the state’s vaccine 
protocols and numbers.

Before Reynolds had finished the 
presser, Lee County Health Department 
Administrator Michele Ross issued an 
updated statement indicating that those 
in the county 65 and older should be call-
ing LCHD to get on their list of eligible 
people to receive the vaccine.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Kristen Brookhiser takes a picture of strange white bubbles that dotted the landscape near Wever on 
March 16, 2021. The bubbles turned out to be harmless cleaning residue from towers at Iowa Fertilizer 
Co., but drew the interest of residents in the area. Officials at the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
and the Iowa Fertilizer Plant indicated that the suds were a harmless byproduct of a sugar-based surfac-
tant used in the cooling tower.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 03 Jan ........................................................ Clear & Cold, 42º F/ 33º F
TUE 04 Jan .................................................... Scattered Clouds, 47º F/ 41º F
WED 05 Jan ................................................................Overcast, 35º F/ 28º F

March 16, 2021
Pageviews: 6,437, Facebook views: 6,522

March 21, 2021
Pageviews: 5,269
Facebook views: 64,664

Jan. 26, 2021
Pageviews: 1,627, Facebook views: 16,522

MOHRFELD

Jan. 20, 2021
Pageviews: 1,773
Facebook views: 14,592

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 01/01 ................. 3 23 33 50 51, Star Ball: 4, All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 06/03 ......................................... 10 13 19 36 48, Lucky Ball: 12
MEGA MILLIONS 12/31 ..........................2 5 30 46 61, Mega Ball: 8 Megaplier: 3
PICK 3 12/30, 12/31, 01/01 MIDDAY ..........................................4 3 8, 9 7 6, 7 8 7
PICK 3 12/30, 12/31, 01/01 EVENING ....................................... 7 2 6, 5 7 4, 1 8 0
PICK 4 12/30, 12/31, 01/01 MIDDAY ................................ 1 4 7 6, 7 8 6 9, 7 3 3 7
PICK 4 12/30, 12/31, 01/01 EVENING ............................0 9 6 6, 4 7 0 9, 7 6 6 3
POWERBALL 01/01 ............................ 6 12 39 48 50, Powerball: 7, Power Play: 2
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https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
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https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2021
Joy Marcine Adams

Richard “Rich” Ahlen
James Robert Ailes, Sr.

Thomas “Tom”
Alberts, Sr.

Janet Lee Allen
Kathryn A. Amberger

Barry Anderson
Emily Marie Anderson Peel

Joshua Ryan Anderson
Steven Laverne Anderson

Ina Grace Anderson Cambre
Ila Kathryn Anguish

Charles Felix Anschutz
Jerry Arnold

Daniel Keith Ayer
Ryan Anthony Bahl

James A. Baier
Ellen Baldwin
Betty Lou Ball

Ronald Wayne Ballard
Martha Jane Barclift

Sherry Ann Barnes Rader
Sharon Lynn Barry
Dorothy M. Bates

Dennis Owen Batley
Wanda Lee Baugher

Patricia “Patty” Ann Beaird
Beverly A. Beckert

Cleta J. Beimer
Linda Kaye Belba

Peggy S. Bell
Sharon Marie “Maw Maw” Bell

Donald E. Benson
Clarence “C.W.”

Bergheger
Marilyn L. Besser

Sandra Kay (Besser) Bueker
William (Bill) Carl

Bevering
Aileen Blaise

Charles “Chuck” Lee Blanchard
William “Butch” Charles Lee 

Blanchard
Jaceil Jolene Blanford

Oliver L. Blick
Rena Maureen Blint

Ruth I. Blint
Gary Eugene Blomme
Joan Carol Boatwright

Brad Alan Bode
John E. Boeddeker

Evelyn Marie
Bogert–Smith

Laura D. Bohnenkamp Traman
Nathan Mark Bollin

Dalene M. Boltz
Kathleen “Kate” Diana Boltz

Penny Sue Booth
Geraldine “Jeri” Vivian Boyd

Rosemary Louise Boyer
Joy Boyle

Bobbi “BJ” Jean Valentina 
(Bradley) Halemeyer

Mark L. Brandon
Kathryn D. “Kay”

Branson
Norma J. Brasfield (Enger)

Lillian Bray
Deborah “Debbie” Gail

Breakbill
Billie Lee Ann Brecheen
Ginger E. Breitenstein

Patricia “Pat” M. Brewer
Sandra Briggs

Vincent Lional Briggs
Eugene D. “Gene” Brisby

Joanne Brisby
Mary Kathryn

(Brockman) Wellman
Sharon J. Broemmer
Bruce Edwin Brooks

James Charles “Jim” Brown
Randall “Randy” Allen Brown

Velna Bruegger
Dennis Wayne Brumbaugh

Nancy Elaine Buechel
Marilyn Patricia

(Bughman) McDonald
Darren Bunnell

Danny Lee Burgess
John Rodney Cameron
Marilyn Kay Cameron

Doris Ellen Carson

Loretta A. Caruthers
Reverend Doctor David B. 

Castrodale
Deeunta “Dee” Q. Ceaser

Meutiah “Tia” Chaerani Daw
Ronnie Lee Christopher, Sr.

Howard D. Clark
Lester Floyd Clark

Carl Alan Clingman
Matthew Clinton Clemons

William T. Clendenen
Janice M. Clough

Dorrie Cochenour
William Paul “Bill” Cochenour I

Shawn Lee Cockrell
Donna “Jean” Conover

Ellis Lynn Conover
Tyler Allan Cook

Daniel Frank “D.F.” Coons, Jr.
Charles Judson Cooper
Velda Agnes Coovert

Helen Marie Corley Dettmer
Mardema Kaye Corns

William Edward “Bill” Corvaia
Deborah Cotter

Roger Alan Courtney
Scott Allen Cowles
Gene Paul Crabbe

Charles “Chuck” Edward 
Cramer

Sally A. Crofoot
Dorothy Irene Crume

Robert “Bob” C. Cullen
Paul William Curfman

Michael LeRoy Davidson
Martha “Louise” Davis

Mary B. Davis
Robert Leroy Davis

Frances “Fran” A. Dawson
Margaret Louise Deere

Dianne Claire (Delaney)
Huddleson

John D. Denly
Larry Denning

Mary Ann Denning
Sue Geneva Denning

Elizabeth A. Derr

Russell Gordan Diaz
Robert J. Dodd

Janice Ann Dolmage Wilcox
Helen Drummond

Timothy Loran “Tim” Druppel
L. Doug Duffie

Shari Lynne Dunagan
Geraldine “June” Duran

John Durham
Harold H. Dyer
Nancy S. Easter

Kyson Memphis William Echols
Dorothy Mae Eckhardt

Sylvia Kay Eckmeier
Stanley “Jack” W. Edlen

Fred Leo Eid
June E. Ellis
Sandra Ellis

John Henry Ellison
Robert L. Eschman
Derik Jacob Estrada

Eileen Kathryn Fader
Richard Dale Faeth

Richard Lee Fett
Mark S. Finley
John A. Fish

Randy Rhea Flambeau
Leland H. “Lanny” Floyd

Eugene A. “Gene” “Fu Check” 
Foecke

Jesse Franklin “Frank”
Foglesong, Jr.

Dale Allen Fox
Margie Elizabeth (Fraise) Young

Joshua James Frakes
Charles Edwin Franklin

Ethel M. Fraser
Shannan Freeman

James “Jim” M. Fuget
Cindy M. Funk

Leland Lyle “Shorty” Fye
Joseph Edward Ganley

Willard Preston “Junior” 
Garmoe

Darrol G. Gaylord
Gloria D. Genck

Sharla Sue Gerdom

John Wayne “Jack”
Gerveler

Theodore Lee “Ted” Gibson
Danny L. Gilbert

Derald Robert “Bob” Giles
Frank Lee Gilpin, Jr.
Antonia M. Gittings

Lila C. Gittings
Mary Ann Goetz
Ronald D. Good

Eleanor Susannah “Sue”
Gordon Schrader

Clinton Robert Gould, Sr.
Paula Anita Graham

Virginia Gray
Cynthia Greenwald

Barbara Lynn Grimpe
Pamela Grimsley

William Joseph “Bill” Groene
Norma J. Guzman

Daniel Carl “Danny” Haffner
Betty Jane Hageman

Rita Hagmeier
Samantha Lee Hagmeier
Lora “Lou” Haley Baxter

Tina Marie Hamelton
Bernice I. Hammer
Gregory Bell Haney
Irene Lois Hansen

Raymond “Flame” Leroy Happs
Elvin Edward Harker

Andrew James “Andy” Harl
Ronald D. Harper

Grace Marie Harris
Lilly Mae Harris

L. Dee Harrison, Jr.
Darrin Keith Harryman

Patricia L. Hawes
Danny Howard Hawk
Arlena Pearl Hayden

Lindsey R. Hayes
Merlin John Hellman

Caroline Ann Helterbran
Joseph Allen Henderson

James Leo Henson
Loretta Herrin

Jeannie A. Hetzer
Duane D. “Sarge” Hock

Sheryl L. Hoenig
Ronald Leroy “Ron” Hoewing

Ronald “Doc” Ambrose Hogan
Alice R. Holman

Barbara Ann Holtkamp
Clarence E. “Sonny” Hootman

Richard Lee Hopper
Donald Irvin Hotop
Carol Jean Houston

Brenda Sue Hoyt Cossel
Janet (Hufford) Bailey
Bryan John Humphrey

Rosemary Hurley
Helen Joan “Grandma Joan” 

Huston
Sherilee “Sherry” Huston

Edith Marie “Polly” Hutson
Celestine “Sally” J. Ilmberger

James “Jim” T. Inghram
Charlotte Jean Inman

Sheila Lee Jackson
Michael J. Jacobsmeier

Myrna Janic
Thelma Lucille Jefferson

Ruby Josephine “Josie” Jemmett 
Christensen

Betty L. Johnson
Donovan W. “Don” Johnson

Dustin Johnson
Eric L. “Rick” Johnson

Linda Kay Johnson
Ruth Ann Johnson
Donald “DJ” Jones
John Richard Jones

Nancy Jones
Dr. William “Bill” Jordan

Robert V. Kamenoff
Yvonne L. “Voni” Kaminski
Anna Marie Kaneer Wright

Chris Minas Kavallieros
Sylvia J. Kegerreis
Nancey Ruth Kelly

Deborah “Debbie” Maie Kenel
Mildred G. “Millie” Kennedy

Mary Barbara Kimble
Darlene S. Kinyoun
Dollie Ann Kirby

Mary “Eileen” Kirchner
Ruth Ann Kirchner

Francis Kite
William “Bill” Ernest Kite

Jackie L. “Jack” Kline
Robert Knight

Alberta R. Knobbs
Beverly “Bev” Elaine (Knobbs) 

Bartholomew
David K. Koechle

Ethel L. Kreie
Carol Sue Kropp
David L. Kruse
Eddie P. Kruse
Renee A. Kruse

Walter Leo “Rick” Kurowski, Jr.
Suzanne Marie Lair

Jerome “Jerry” Francis Lake
Ronald Lee “Ron” Lambert

https://www.greatriverhealth.org/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
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Merry
Christmas

&
Happy

New Year!

We are grateful to be trusted to care for your family’s oral health.
We wish each & every one a very Merry Christmas & a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP
West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

We are very honored to once again be chosen your favorite dentist in southeast Iowa. Thank you!SENIOR MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

Save Up To $118Save Up To $118 on Senior Couple  on Senior Couple 
Membership and Membership and $110$110 per Senior  per Senior 

Individual Membership!Individual Membership!

Membership Special valid on all new *Senior Individual 
or *Senior Couple Memberships only. Valid December 
15, 2021 through January 15, 2022. Memberships 

must be paid in full at time of joining to receive 
special. 

14 MONTHS 
For the Price of 12 + $0 Join Fee

**NEW** Senior Individual &
Senior Couple Memberships

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. Fort Madison, Iowa

319-372-2403
fortmadisony.org

We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2021
Stashia Ann Lammers

Adrian G. Lampe
Joseph Robert “Joey” Lampe

Rita Jacqueline Lancaster
Violet “Vye” Land
Alphia Mae Lang
Darwin E. Lang

Leo Launer
Francis “Frank” Charles Lawler III

Joyce Ann Lear
Margaret Alice (Lee) DuBois

Harold Franklin LeMaster
Genevieve Marie Lewis

Shirley R. Lieurance
Richard Lee “Dick” Lillis

Sandra Sue Londrie
Robert L. “Bob” Long

Mary Lu Lopez
Dennis R. Lorence

Kenneth Leonard “Butch” Lovell
Judith K. Lucas

Gerhard E. Luebbers
Lori Ann Lyman
Grace Mahoney

Michael “Mike” Dean Manka
Andrea D. Marshall

David Charles Marshall
Milan Marshall

Blaine Dean Martin
Kevin Wayne Martin

Marsha Diane (Martin) Gregory 
Cook

Roger Lloyd Martin
Joseph “Joe” Patrick Matheney

Darrell Mauck
Michael “Mike” Joseph McAndrew

Olive “Margie” M. McCarl
Bernice E. McCarty

Shara Delores McDonough
Edward Leo McDowell

Katherine Bernice McGlasson
Donald W. McIntyre

Patsy A. McManis
Karla Jo McPherson

Andrew “Andy” James 
McWhortor

Bobbie Dean Mead
Christopher Allen Mead
Lizbeth Ivonne Medina

Wiegand
Cyril J. Meierotto

Joan “Joanie” (Meierotto) Bissell
Edna Louise Meinhardt
Jim “Pinky” Meinhardt

Jack Haessig Meister
Dennis Alan Mekemson

Sandra Kay Melton
Edward “Eddie” Mendez

Gloria Mendez
John “Johnny” Mendez
Howard Donald Menke

Lori L. Menke
Luella Menke

Michael C. “Cisco” Menke
Rita T. Menke

Rosemary Ann Menke

Tina J. Menke
Sylvia L. Merschbrock

Gary Francis “Tex” Merschman
William F. Merschman

Conrad James “Jim” Mertens
Francis Mertens

Joann R. Messmer
Sara Margaret Metzger

Jean R. Meyer
Perry Donald Meyer

Yula Mae Meyer
Georgia L. Meyers

Christine Marie Miller
Ralph W. Miller

David Henry Mitchell, Sr.
Robert “Bobby” G. Mitchell 
Michael M. “Mike” Moeller

Dean Laverne Moore
Earl Edward Morris
Laroy “Jack” Eugene

Alford Mortimer
Harley Levi Moulton

Frank Mueller, Jr.
Jose R. Muñoz, Sr.

James Francis Murphy
Sunde Lynn Nelson
Dennis A. Neuweg

Karen Joyce Newman
Elizabeth Joan (Jo) Newton

Pauline A. Nichols
Gary John Niehaus
Janice Ann Nixon

Vernon Franklin Nixon
Larry E. Noble

Corazon Mabini Noya Jones
Pamela Sue Olsen

Wanda I. Owens Perry Boyer
Elfriede Anna (Paar) Harmon

Thomas Eugene Page
Loretta “Rita” Painter

Florence Parrish
Richard L. Peak

Raymond “Ray” Samuel Peel
Vieva Joyce Pence

Mark Lewis Peterson
James L. “Jim” Philp
Jerry Allen Pickard

Donald Pieper
Glorine Pieper
Dennis R. Piles

William “Willy” Eric Pilkington
Carole E. Ploeckelmann

Bernice W. Pomberg
Donald “Donnie” Eugene Poole

James Richard Porter, Sr.
Robert Pothitakis

Arthur Prado
Thomas W. Rahn

Betty Diane Ralph
Glenna “Audrey” Ramaker

Vickie A. Randolph 
Jack Lee Ray

Daniel “Dan” Patrick Rector
AnnaLee C. Reed

William “Bill” A. Reed
Erma Jean Reeder

Patty Joan Reiss
Nicholas Wayne Reuther

Richard F. Reynolds
Robert F. “Bob” Rhode
Jean Elizabeth Rhodes

Ethel F. Richman
Virginia M Riddle
Elizabeth A. Riedl

John Peter Riis
Vickie D. Riis

Erwin S. Rippenkroeger
Pamela P. Robbins

John Henry Rodeffer
James Garrett “Jim” Rosenboom

Irvin Henry Roth
Arletta “Rocky” Ann Roxlau 

Menke
John Roxlau

Virginia Arlene (Rube)
Stockton

Bonnadonna “Bonnie” L.
(Rueth) Siegfried

Teresa Russell-Thomas
Linda Saltzgaver

Daniel J. “Dan” Sanders
Mary E. Sanders
Ann M. Sanford

Melvin (Lester) L. “Hunk” Sapp, Jr.
Loretta Dian Schaffer
Joyce Joanne Schevers

Agnes B. Schiller
Theodore A.”Ted” Schinstock

Vera Mae Schleif
Theresa May Schlue

Thomas (Tom) Schmidt
Dolores Ann Schnedler

Elinor L. Schneider
Marilyn Jo Schneider
Milo Henry Schrader

(Teresa) Joan Schreck Logsdon
Betty Lou Schroeder
Betty Jean Schwarz

Bruce J. Scott
Irene Theresa Scott

Jamie A. Scott
Betty Seaver

Roberta Darlene Seavey

Thomas J. “Tommy” Sedgwick
Judy A. Seitz

Valera Ann Septer
Jerry Taylor Sevier
Earl R. Seward, Jr.

Susan Diane Sewell
Ty Renee Sharify

Christine Ann (Shaver) Boyles
Gertrude “Gertie” Sheaffer

John D. Sheaffer
Bill Sheppard

Duane Ralph Sherwood
Rodney Lynn Shipman

Lois Shirley
Arnold Leo Sholl, Jr.

John H. Shriver
Lori J. (Shurtleff) Mann
Rachel Susan Siemens

Leon “Nick” Sieren
Linda Lee Sinele

Paul Edward Skow
Wilma Jean Slutts
Betty D. Smalley

Dallas E. “Smiley” Smeltser
Barry Dirk “Bubby” Smith, Jr.

David Luther Smith
Dennis Joe Smith

Jeanette Smith Williamson
Donald E. “Don” Snaadt

Zaralynn Rose Snider-Huston
Billie Jean Snyder

Eldon Edward Snyder
Michael Douglas Sorenson

Roger Lee Sparrow
Shirlene Sparrow

Marilyn Jean Spence 
Charlotte Spiekermeier

Letha Mae Spiesz
Patricia “The Button Lady” Ann 

Spiker
David Sportsman

Mary Sue “Suzi” Stanbary
Lester Lee Starr

Adam David Steffensmeier
Rosanna M. Steffensmeier
Vernon K. Steffensmeier

Joan K. Stellern

Bill G. Stevens
Emerald Josephine “Em”

Stevenson
Jerry Lee Stewart, Sr.
Roberta Lynn Stice

Doris M. Stigall
Sonja Ann Stottlemyer
Reynold “Ray” G. Stout

Brad Charles Strong
Brian Keith Strunk

Marjorie Ann “Marge” Stuecker
Julia Veronica Stuekerjuergen

Nancy Sue Stuekerjuergen
Dorothy Sturm

Russell Suter
William “Harry” Sylvester

Constance “Connie”
Symmonds Brisby

Edward L. Symmonds
Sheryl Lynn Tallman
Donald Wayne Taylor

Mark W. Thomas
Joann Carol Thompson
Eugenia “Jean” A. Todd

James Edward “Buck” Toole
Glenda Marie Townsend

Carolyn Louise Tripp
Charles Fredrick “Bud” Trotter

Mary Catherine Trout (O’Brien)
Anna Marie Underwood

Randy Van Niewaal
Martin “Marty” E. VanPelt 
Michelle VanVelkinburgh

Anna Louise Varner
Elaine H. Varner

Richard Wayne Varner
Patricia Sylvia (Vass) Lynch

Donald R. Vaughn
George L. Vermillion, Jr.

Lil  E. Vermillion
Ian Seth Vradenburg

Terry Lee Vradenburg
Lloyd “Billy” W. Wagner

Roy Lee Wagner
Kathy Rosanna Walljasper

Marilyn A. Walker
James “Jim” Emil Walter

Mary L. Ward
Michael K. Ward
Twalla Warneke

Timmy J. Washburn
Tommi Marie Washburn

Alma May Watts
Elizabeth A Watts
Cade Kyle Wear

Jerry “Bud” Weber
Michelle Marie Webster

Malissa “Missy” Dawn Weeks
Roland E. Weirather
Kay Wellman-Peel
John Beryl Welsh
Michael T. West

Stuart Blaine “Head”
Westermeyer

Frank Henry Wetteland
Donald Eugene “Don” Wheatley

Lorene M. Wheeler
Betty May Whippie

Jennifer Lee Whippie
Dorinda “Dee” White
Edna Virginia White

Junior Raymond White
Marcia Wickham Morgan
Virginia Ann Wiggenjost

Bezoenik
Charles R. Wiley, Jr.
Douglas A. Wilkins

Chance W. Willdrick
Robert Lee Williams, Sr.

Paul “Ed” Edward Wilmesmeier
Dwight Raymond Wilson

Ryan Lee Wiseman
Harriett Elizbeth Wittich
Leonard George Witting

Casey Joe Wolf
Karen L. Woodley
Paul Duane Woods
Linda L. Workman

Beulah Louise Wright-
Winemiller-Ogilvie

Elaine Margaret Younkin
Jane Ellen Zane

Gregory V. Zumdome

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/daily-rate-change/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/


FORT MADISON – A Fort Madison High School 
student was taken into custody Wednesday morning af-
ter school officials learned the student brought a loaded 
handgun into the building.

School officials released a statement to the media 
and parents at about 12:40 outlining the situation and 
indicating that there are no  immediate safety concerns 
associated with the incident.

Wednesdays are typically early out days and the 
district made the decision to dismiss classes following 
the incident about 30 minutes earlier that the normal 
1:15 p.m.

No injuries were reported and there is no indication 
the gun was fired.

According to the statement from the district, the stu-
dent had not made any direct threat to other students 
or staff, but upon learning about the weapon, adminis-
trators followed the safety protocols and immediately 
notified Fort Madison Police, located the student, and 
confiscated the weapon. The student was also removed 
from the building.
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Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and 
Professional ExcellenceProfessional Excellence

Since 1963Since 1963

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

FORT MADISON – A Fort Madison High School 
student was taken into custody Wednesday morning af-
ter school officials learned the student brought a loaded 
handgun into the building.

School officials released a statement to the media 
and parents at about 12:40 outlining the situation and 
indicating that there are no  immediate safety concerns 
associated with the incident.

Wednesdays are typically early out days and the 
district made the decision to dismiss classes following 
the incident about 30 minutes earlier that the normal 
1:15 p.m.

No injuries were reported and there is no indication 
the gun was fired.

According to the statement from the district, the stu-
dent had not made any direct threat to other students 
or staff, but upon learning about the weapon, adminis-
trators followed the safety protocols and immediately 
notified Fort Madison Police, located the student, and 
confiscated the weapon. The student was also removed 
from the building.

April 28, 2021
Pageviews: 4,192
Facebook views: 7,683

FMHS student 
arrested when 

loaded gun found

Shooting sends one to hospital

Suspect arrested in downtown shooting
Feb. 7, 2021
Pageviews: 3,636
Facebook views: 6,882

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Central Lee Superintendent Dr. 
Andy Crozier confirmed Thursday morning that a 
man slipped into the district high school Wednesday 
morning posing as a transfer student.

The man, who wasn’t identified, but was said to 
have been approximately 21 years of age, sneaked into 
the school alongside a military recruiter.

He wasn’t identified by staff greeting students.
The man slipped through the halls and into a desk 

in a classroom where a teacher and a counselor real-

ized the man didn’t belong and called the office.
School Resource Officer and Lee County Deputy 

Tommy Oberman and Principal Nicole Herdrich 
immediately responded to the classroom and escort-
ed the man to the office and then out of the building 
until he was taken by ambulance to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said the man was 
transported at about 3 a.m. to a mental hospital out of 
the area.

Weber said the man was unarmed and no one was 
injured in the incident. 

The school went on a short soft lockdown and dep-
uties, including Weber, walked the hallways of both 
buildings to assure students and staff everything was 
safe.

Man sneaks into Central Lee posing as student
March 25, 2021
Pageviews: 3,337, Facebook views: 5,939

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Mad-
ison Police are investigating a 
shooting that took place Saturday 
right at noon, that sent one Fort 
Madison man to the hospital.

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark 
Rohloff said police were called 
to the 2600 block of Avenue I at 
12:01 p.m. after a man was shot as 
a result of an escalating fist fight

Rohloff said the victim, Zach-
ariah J. Raines, 19, was shot in 
the shoulder with a hand gun 
and was taken to Iowa City via 
helicopter. He was reported to be 
in good condition. Raines was 
located after the shooting a short 
ways from the incident in the 

same block.
A 19-year-old Fort Madison 

man, Wade Lee Shaffer was ar-
rested and is currently being held 
at the Lee County Jail as a result 
of the shooting. 

He has been charged with disor-
derly conduct and reckless use of 
a firearm causing injury.

“You can assume the charges 
will be elevated with the circum-
stances we have,” he said.

“We are currently working with 
the Lee County Attorney’s office 
and obtaining search warrants for 
two residences and two vehicles 
in the area,” Rohloff said.

The city street was barricaded 
for more than five hours as the 
search warrants were executed.

March 20, 2021
Pageviews: 3,332, Facebook views: 9,194

Lee County Sheriff’s deputies and Fort Madison Police cordoned off 
the 2600 block of Avenue I after a shooting at noon on Saturday March 
20, 2021 in Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.FullenkampIns.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Good Food for All

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

Snow
Removal

Equipment

15% OFF

Images for 
reference only. 
Actual product 

may vary.

Mention this ad at time of reservation.
Not valid with any other discounts. Offer expires January 31, 2022.

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Complete Rental
5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison

319-372-8105

Winter Has Come

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A Kahoka man is now serving one year in Lee County Jail with 
work release for his role in the deaths of Laverne and Michael Faulkner, two Farm-
ington farmers who were killed as a result of a two-vehicle fatality in 2019.

Robert LeRoy Boyd, 29, was originally charged by the Lee County Attorney’s office 
with two counts of vehicular homicide and one count of OWI as a result of the colli-
sion that occurred just after 1 a.m. on the morning of June 9.

According to reports, a 2000 Ford pickup driven by Boyd allegedly failed to nego-
tiate a curve in the road on Highway 2 at 140th Avenue.

Investigators believe that Boyd was intoxicated and lost control of his vehicle and 
overcorrected crossing the center line where he struck a 2005 GMC Yukon driven by 
Laverne, 63 at the time, nearly head-on. Michael was a passenger in Laverne’s vehi-
cle. Both were transported to area hospitals and pronounced dead.

Boyd was taken to University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics where he recovered 
from injuries. He was charged on Aug. 30, 2019 by Assistant Lee County Attorney 
Kym Auge with the three counts.

Boyd, through his attorney Curt Dial of Keokuk, waived his right to a speedy trial 
in September. Additional motions and continuances pushed the case through the 
end of 2020. A trial date had been set for April 6.

Email oversight lets Kahoka man 
off vehicular homicide charge

Feb. 25, 2021
Pageviews: 3,177, Facebook views: 5,976

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A family living on 4 Seasons Road is cleaning up substantial 
damage after a twister struck their home just after 7 p.m. Tuesday night as part of 
line of strong thunderstorms that pushed quickly through from the southwest.

Rich Kinney with the National Weather Service out of the Quad Cities, and Lee 
County Emergency Management Agency Coordinator Jason Dinwiddie said they 
believes the damage was caused by an EF-0 tornado, the smallest value on the En-
hanced Fujita Scale. EF-0 indicates rotations with winds in the 65-85 mph.

“We both think it was a small isolated tornado. That’s what our suspicions are. 
There wasn’t any other real damage and it was very localized,” Dinwiddie said.

Dinwiddie drove the area just north of the Hwy. 61 bypass of 193rd Street last 
night after the storm. He said no one actually witnessed a twister but damage assess-
ments and photos indicate a small tornado touched down.

Christine Schwerin, who lives in the 2900 block of 4 Seasons Road about 3/4 of a 
mile north of the Hwy. 61 bypass and a mile west of 303rd Avenue, said her family 
ran to the southwest part of their partially in-ground home when rain was horizon-
tal out the window.

“It was so calm, and then all of a sudden we looked out and it was downpouring, 
but not making a lot of noise,” she said. “Then all of a sudden the rain went sideways 
and we were outta there, and headed to the safest part of the house.

“Then we heard something hit the house and then all this rustling… and then it 
was done. Calm… crazy… and then calm.”

Fortunately no one in the neighborhood was hurt in the brief storm.

Confirmed twister damages 
home north of Fort Madison

March 24, 2021
Pageviews: 3,025, Facebook views: 7,042

Aaron and Christine Schwerin assess the damage near their home on 
4 Seasons Road just north of Fort Madison March 24.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The State Fire 
Marshal’s office is looking into a device 
that was found in the 2800 block of Ave-
nue O Monday night.

Fort Madison Police were called to the 
area at around 8:10 p.m. Monday and 
asked for assistance from the Fort Madi-
son Fire Department.

Firefighters were called at 8:14 to 
investigate what is being described as a 
possible explosive device. After barri-
cading the scene and blocking off an the 
Intersection of 28th Street and Avenue 

O, the fire marshals office was contacted.
Fort Madison Police Chief Mark 

Rohloff confirmed today that the inci-
dent is under investigation.

“I can confirm that a State Fire Mar-
shall was requested to respond to a sus-
pected explosive device. It was crudely 
constructed and found abandoned by a 
citizen,” Rohloff said Tuesday morning.

“Although no persons or structures 
were endangered, precautions were 
taken by having the fire department 
on scene. The components are being 
analyzed and it remains under investiga-
tion.”

Explosive device found near Avenue O
April 20, 2021
Pageviews: 2,782, Facebook views: 4,714

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A 28-year-old Missouri man was 
charged with simple assault after an incident with 
his father turned physical in southern Lee County 
Wednesday night.

Rex Allen Wright, II was accidentally shot in the leg 
with a .22 pistol by his father after the two got in an al-
tercation about a dog. According to reports the son had 
assaulted his father and knocked him to the ground 
when the father pulled out a gun and accidentally dis-
charged it striking his son in the leg.

The incident took place in the 1800 block of 340th 
Street in Lee County.

Wright tried to drive to an area hospital for help, but 
called 911 and was instructed to pull over and apply 
pressure to stop the bleeding as emergency crews were 
sent to the scene.

According to Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber, the 
only charges in the case were a simple assault against 
Wright for knocking his father down. A review of the 
evidence with the Lee County Attorney’s office deter-
mined the father was within his rights on his property 
to defend himself with the weapon under Iowa’s Stand 
Your Ground laws.

This is the second case in the past two weeks where 
the law has been applied and charges have been dis-
missed against someone for the use of a firearm in an 
altercation.

April 15, 2021
Pageviews: 2,052
Facebook views: 4,275

Father-son 
scuffle leads to 
county arrests BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – With the unexpected death of 
former Fort Madison attorney Bryan Humphrey, city 
officials are now relying on their attorneys to sort out 
the future of Humphrey’s building in downtown Fort 
Madison.

A court hearing was held Friday morning at the 
North Lee County Courthouse to show cause as to 
why Humphrey hadn’t acted to shore up his building 
on the southeast corner of Eighth Street and Avenue 
G, including a possible contempt charge.

No confirmation has been received on the cause of 
Humphrey’s death, but parties involved in Friday’s 
hearing learned of the situation at that time.

Fort Madison Building Director Doug Krogmeier 
said Monday due to the circumstances no contempt 
order was requested or issued, but a district judge gave 
the city some rights to correct building deficiencies.

“We did get the right to evacuate and secure the 
building,” Krogmeier said. “But how we proceed from 

here, our attorneys don’t even know yet.”
He said the building may end up in an estate and 

then legal proceedings would sort the issue out.
Humphrey was facing possible contempt of court 

charges for not following court orders to shore up the 
building before Dec. 15, 2020.

Krogmeier said the city’s attorneys are now looking 
into how the case will progress in the wake of Hum-
phrey’s death.

Humphrey’s building has been a source of conten-
tion between him and the city. Humphrey lived on the 
top floor of the building, but the west side had deterio-
rated to the point of structural sagging.

Feb. 21, 2021
Pageviews: 2,721
Facebook views: 6,106

A Lee County Judge gave city officials some 
access to the Humphrey Building back in 
February of 2021 after former attorney Bryan 
Humphrey failed to make required repairs

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Judge gives city access to 
Humphrey Building

BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON – Four people were 
sent to area hospitals Saturday just after 
noon when an SUV and a pick-up collid-
ed near Central Lee High School.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said 
two people in each vehicle were taken 
to area hospitals by Lee County EMS 
following the collision.

All of those transported had suffered 
moderate, but non life-threatening 
injuries. AirEvac was on standby for the 
accident, but no one needed to be air 
lifted to another hospital.

Weber said people need to watch their 
speed and be careful with motorists 
turning in and out of the school at that 
section of Highway 218.

Lee County EMS, Donnellson Fire & 
Rescue, Lee County Sheriff ’s Dept, and 
the Iowa Department of Transportation 
assisted with the incident.

Feb. 27, 2021
Pageviews: 1.966
Facebook views: 4,423

Four hurt in Feb. 27 mishap near Donnellson

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The owner of Rashid Pharmacy & 
Wellness in Fort Madison issued a statement following a 
Tuesday investigation that shuttered operations for the day.

Joe Rashid, who owns the pharmacy and Rashid Long-
Term Care, said Thursday evening his company remains 
committed to its customers and the level of service to 
which they’ve grown accustomed.

“Rashid Pharmacy & Wellness has been serving residents 
of Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri since 1963. 

Earlier this week, authorities limited services our phar-
macy was able to provide, so they could complete their 
work,” Rashid said.

“Our pharmacy has been open since that time and we 
remain committed to delivering the same exceptional 
services and highest quality of care – as we have since our 
founding nearly 60 years ago.”

Investigators with the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, the Office of the Inspector General and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation gathered information on 
Tuesday. 

Rashid says pharmacy committed to area
April 1, 2021
Pageviews: 1,900, Facebook views: 9,996

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
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Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A second man has been arrested 
in connection with the early morning Feb. 7 shooting 
in downtown Fort Madison.

Fort Madison Police Detective David Doyle con-
firmed Tuesday morning that Darius Lee Porter, 32., of 
Burlington was taken into custody on Friday evening 
on charges of aiding and abetting attempted murder.

“Porter was arrested Friday evening 
at Catfish Bend Casino by Burlington 
Police and transferred to Lee County 
I believe on Saturday morning,” Doyle 
said.

He said the arrest was in connection 
with the shooting that took place just 
before 3 a.m. that Sunday morning. One 

more person is still being sought in connection with 
the incident.

“We are still seeking the apprehension of one more 
individual and getting closer on that,” Doyle said. “Oth-
er than that, there’s not a whole lot more we can say at 
this point.”

A third suspect in the shooting, Tommy Dwayne 
Ross, 43, has already been charged with carrying 
weapons, reckless use of a firearm, and being a felon in 
control of a firearm, as a result of the on-going investi-
gation.

Ross was taken into custody by Des Moines County 
Sheriff ’s shortly after the incident and was charged with 
OWI. He has since been released on bond.

Several downtown business had damage to property 
as a result of the shooting, but the investigation hasn’t 
turned up any injuries as a result of the incident.

Porter is being held in Lee County Jail on a $50,000 
cash only bond.

PORTER

FM Police make second arrest in downtwon shooting
April 6, 2021
Pageviews: 1,897
Facebook views: 3,873

LEE COUNTY – In response to the many calls and 
requests for vaccine information and updates, Lee 
County Health Department (LCHD) would like to 
inform the public of the following:

Currently the entire state of Iowa, including Lee 
County, has activated Phase 1A priority groups for 
receiving vaccinations under the state’s COVID-19 
vaccination campaign.

Phase 1A priority groups include health care person-
nel and long-term care residents and staff only. There-
fore, all of Lee County’s COVID-19 vaccinations are 
currently being administered to these priority groups 
in Phase 1A only.

This phase will most likely continue for the next 3-4 
weeks across Iowa.

As more vaccines become available, Iowa’s Infectious 
Disease Advisory Council (IDAC), will review guid-
ance issued by the CDC’s advisory group, the Advisory 
Council on Immunization Practices (ACIP), to further 
prioritize populations to receive the vaccine across 
Iowa.

IDAC is currently reviewing ACIP recommendations 
for Phase 1B and 1C priority populations.

Final determinations of these priority groups will be 
announced publicly by the state health department. 
Phase 1B activation will most likely occur in February 
2021.

LCHD plans to inform the public of who will be 
included in the next priority group as soon as final 
determinations are made by the IDAC/state.

LCHD will then begin scheduling clinics for Phase 
1B recipients as soon as this phase is activated and state 
vaccine orders are received. Information will be posted 
on LCHD’s Facebook page, shared through various 
local media outlets, and on the LCHD website at www.
leecountyhd.org.

Jan. 6, 2021
Pageviews: 1,773, Facebook views: 3,909

LCHD issues new 
vaccination 

protocols for virus
FORT MADISON – Fort Madison firefighters pulled 

a stranded boat off the Mississippi River Sunday morn-
ing. No one was injured in the incident.

At about 10:20 am the Fort Madison Fire Department 
was dispatched for a report of a boat that was taking 
on water approximately a mile north of the Santa Fe 
bridge. Fire crews responded with the department’s 
utility truck, along with rescue boat 9481.

Upon arrival at the entrance of Riverview Marina, 
the crew made contact with the 911 caller. The caller 
provided the crew with the phone number of a person 
on the stranded vessel. Contact was made with the 
stranded boat which confirmed their location and that 
there were two people aboard. The rescue boat was 
launched from the Willow Patch boat access at 10:42 

am. The crew arrived at the stranded boat at 10:53 am. 
Firefighters found a boat up against shore with two per-
sons aboard. The boat had been swamped by multiple 
large waves prior to arrival causing it to no longer be 
operational.

Firefighters towed the boat, along with the persons 
on board, back to Riverview Marina arriving at 11:38 
am.

While today’s incident had a good outcome, any inci-
dent on the river can quickly become dangerous. With 
the summer months approaching, FMFD would like to 
remind the public to practice proper boater safety and 
to never hesitate to call for assistance on the river.

The Fort Madison Fire Department is fully equipped 
to handle emergencies on the water.

FMFD pulls stranded boat off river
April 11, 2021
Pageviews: 1,771, Facebook views: 4,227

CLIVE, Iowa — A southeast Iowa woman has 
won a big lottery prize for the second time in six 
weeks.

Valencia Kassmeyer of West Point won an Ex-
treme Green Progressive InstaPlay jackpot prize of 
$135,902 on a ticket she purchased at Jet Stop, 603 
Academy Ave. in Denmark.

“I couldn’t believe it that I would have two big 
wins like that that close together,” said Kassmeyer, 
who claimed a $100,000 prize on Jan. 7. 

“You see and you read on the Internet about that 
happening to other people, but you’re like, ‘Surely 
this isn’t happening to me.’”

The Extreme Green Progressive jackpot starts at 
$20,000 and increases with each ticket sold state-
wide until it is won. Kassmeyer, 69, said she had 

planned to buy a Crossword scratch ticket when 
she entered the store, but saw the increasing Ex-
treme Green jackpot on the lottery screen as she 
walked to the counter.

“I said, ‘Well, just give me one of them instead,’” 
she recalled. “I said, ‘We’ll just try that.’”

Kassmeyer looked the ticket over, scanned it 
on the store’s self-checker, and then asked a store 
employee to check it on the lottery terminal, just 
to be sure. She said she was so excited she couldn’t 
sleep.

“The first thing I did was put it in my safe,” she 
said. “And then my adrenaline, I was just so keyed 
up, I couldn’t sleep.”

She claimed her prize on Thursday at the lot-
tery’s Cedar Rapids regional office. 

She said she wasn’t sure what she’ll do with her 
winnings, but buying a new couch was at the top 
of the list.

West  Point woman wins two lotteries in six weeks
Feb. 19, 2021
Pageviews: 1,464, Facebook views: 5,623

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison City Coun-
cil is slated to hear an update on a shooting that took 
place early Sunday morning in the heart of downtown 
Fort Madison.

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark Rohloff is sched-
uled to give an update on the investigation, and 
business owners could make an appearance during the 
public comment time at Tuesday’s regular City Coun-
cil meeting.

At a very short meeting held last Wednesday at the 
Fox Theater attended by about 40 people including 
owners of businesses in the downtown area, Rohloff, 
City Manager David Varley, city council members 
Rebecca Bowker and Rusty Andrews, a statement was 

read and the meeting was adjourned.
Business owners were asked to sign a petition asking 

for “aggressive action” against operations being con-

ducted by a group of three men that own and operate 
Jus’ Try It.

The owners of Jus’ Try It – Dillen Eaves, Jon Eid 
and TJ Jones were present at the meeting and said 
they were just looking for a fair shake from the area 
owners.

Owners have been upset with the business since it 
opened with noise complaints and allegations of ille-
gal alcohol consumption.

A confrontation that happened after a customer was 
escorted from an event on Saturday night, escalated 
into shots being fired damaging windows at area busi-
nesses and apartments.

Dana Bushong’s Jewelry and Elliott Test Kitchen 
both had bullet holes in their windows as did Jus’ Try 
it, all in the 800 block of Avenue G. Other uncon-
firmed damage occurred to upper level apartment 
building glass.

The incident remains under investigation by Fort 
Madison Police with one arrest and others anticipated.

Feb. 15, 2021
Pageviews: 1,378, Facebook views: 3,751

Downtown owners want city to take action after shooting

Jus’ Try It, a Fort Madison event business was 
the focus of other downtown business owners 
after an incident that led to gunfire.

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY – A Saturday evening rollover involving a 4-wheel utility vehicle 
resulted in two people being sent to area hospitals.

According to reports from the Lee County Sheriff ’s office, deputies responded to 
the 2600 block of 160th Avenue at about 9:45 p.m. Saturday where the UTV driven 
by Todd Edward Daughters, 49, of Fort Madison lost control when the vehicle left 
the roadway, entered a ditch and became airborne flipping end over end, coming to 
rest on its wheels.

A passenger in the vehicle, Machelle Renee Pezley, 50, of Fort Madison, was eject-
ed from the vehicle and found by deputies unconscious south of the UTV’s final 
resting spot.

Pezley was taken by AirEvac to Iowa City for injuries she sustained in the acci-
dent. Daughters was taken by deputies to Fort Madison Community Hospital and 
treated for minor injuries.

The accident remains under investigation and further charges could be forthcom-
ing.

April 27, 2021
Pageviews: 1,368, Facebook views: 4,806

UTV accident injures three

BY DOROTHY SCHULTZ
Old Fort Players

FORT MADISON – If Iowa is a state 
of mind, can you ever really leave? May-
be not, but you can certainly try. Espe-
cially if it’s in a station wagon crammed 
with fighting kids, a dad who won’t ask 
directions and a peacemaker mom with 
a bottomless snack bag. 

The actors at Old Fort Players invite 
you along for the ride as they hit the 
road on this hilarious romp through 
the Iowa countryside – as if there is any 
other kind! Co-Directors Ty Clute and 
Angela Sanford had been hoping to 
repeat the comedic success of “Drink-

ing Habits” (February of 2020) and this 
show certainly fits the bill.

“Leaving Iowa” written by Tim Clue 
and Spike Manton is produced by 
Special Arrangement with Dramatic 
Publishing Company of Woodstock, IL. 
The theater is still looking for a local 
business to sponsor this production. 
Please call (319-372-9559) if you are 
interested.

The idea behind “Leaving Iowa” comes 
from being children of parents from 
what is now dubbed “greatest genera-
tion.” The story is a toast to their ideal-
ism and character and a little roast of 
their undying dedication to the classic 
family road trip. 

April 12, 2021
Pageviews: 1,205, Facebook views: 3,835

“Leaving Iowa” arrives at FM OFP

https://www.SteffesGroup.com
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A $5.5 million expansion at The 
Madison is the latest in encouraging economic news in 
Fort Madison.

Former Fort Madison resident Mark Holtkamp, a 
1994 graduate of Fort Madison Aquinas, purchased 
The Madison about a year ago, and is now planning to 
almost double the size of the facility.

“We’re just kinda getting started when you look at 
where we’re at and where we can from,” Holtkamp said. 
“I don’t even know if it’s a one- or two-story addition 
yet.”

But Holtkamp said there will be about 12 full time 
equivalent jobs in the new 34,000 square foot addition. 
The project will provide 24 new assisted living units 
and 12 Memory Care living units.

Holtkamp said city officials have made the decision 
to expand and easy one.

“The city has been really good as far as coming up 
with different ways to incentivize the project,” Holt-
kamp said.

Fort Madison Mayor dangled a 10-year tax abate-
ment in front of the Fort Madison City Council infor-
mally at Tuesday night’s meeting. Mohrfeld said the 
typical 20-year TIF structure is too long.

“If you’re gonna invest $6 million and throw jobs at 
the town, that’s worth a little abatement. Twenty’s too 
much. Somebody’s gotta pay for police and fire, but this 
would allow them to get into profit mode and do some 
payback and then get on the tax roles.” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s good thing.”
But it’s just part of what Mohrfeld describes as book-

end economics – the presence of small and large expan-
sion simultaneously.

“When you see the quaint stores downtown, and I 
can point to six of them right now, and then you look at 

Mark, and ConAgra, you tend to get the middle. But I 
think if you don’t have both of those ends, I’m not sure 
you have the healthy growth you want.”

Holtkamp said he had a vision for the expansion 
when he purchased the facility in 2020. However he 
said he didn’t have a market study in hand to gauge the 
demand for more assisted living beds in the area.

“I kinda thought about it, but didn’t have that market 
study. But in my mind I thought it would be there,” he 
said.

Holtkamp said he’s happy to be part of the growth 
spurt taking place in the city.

“Every time I come home for anything, it’s so good to 
see all the new businesses popping up everywhere. And 
I’m really excited to be a part of that.”

Mohrfeld also pointed to the ease of the discussions 
with Holtkamp as a blueprint for future developments.

“The first thing I’ll say is Mark was a delight for 
myself and (City Finance Director Peggy Steffensmeier) 
and the city to work with. He’s a smart, good business-
man who’s family is from here. We met early on in the 
project and he laid it out on the table.”

Mohrfeld said he’s not a big fan of the “forever abate-
ment”, but said 10 years seemed reasonable. He said 
Fort Madison is starting to find formulas like that that 
work.

March 20, 2021
Pageviews: 1,068, Facebook views: 5,458

Holtkamp to add $5.5M expansion to The Madison

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Former Fort Madison mayor and Burlington businessman 
Brad Randolph is a man becoming a dog’s best friend.

Randolph worked with the PAW Animal Shelter over the weekend to get more 
than 20 dogs moved into a former convenience store he owns in Fort Madison.

With temperatures hovering near 0 over the weekend and into Monday, PAW 
Director Sandy Brown started working with Randolph Saturday to see if the space 
could be used to keep the animals warm.

“We have 18 indoor/outdoor runs for the dogs at the shelter now,” Brown said. 
“The rest are outdoor kennels and we have about 62 just outside kennels right now. 
So I’d been messaging back and forth and he offered to open that up for us.”

Brown said Randolph even told her to turn the heat up.

Feb. 8, 2021
Pageviews: 1,027, Facebook views: 4,401

PAW animal shelter Director Sandy Brown checked in on one of the 21 
dogs housed at a convenience store being remodeled in Fort Madison. 
The dogs were there just during the cold snap to keep them safe and 
warm.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

PAW finds shelter for animals 
during winter cold snap

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WASHINGTON – It’s been almost a 
quarter of a century since the Fort Madi-
son girls basketball accomplished what it 
did Friday night.

The Lady Hounds won the Southeast 
Conference title for the first time since 
1998 with a 48-18 win over Washington 
on the road,

Saturday morning head coach Tony 
Sargent said he wasn’t 100% sure of the 
feat, but said from what he’s heard his 
Lady Hounds had won the conference 
title in just his second year steering the 
program.

Fairfield is 6-2 on the year and Fort 
Madison is 8-1 in conference play. The 
Hounds have one game left with Bur-
lington on Senior Night at the Hound 

Dome next Friday. Fairfield has games 
left with Keokuk and Mt. Pleasant.

If Fairfield wins out right and the 
Hounds would stumble against Burling-
ton, the two would be tied at 8-2 with 
the Hounds winning both conference 
games with Fairfield giving Fort Madi-
son the tiebreaker.

Fort Madison Activities Director Jer-
emy Swink said he hasn’t looked at the 
tiebreaker language in detail, but said he 
believes the Hounds have the conference 
title.

Sargent said he told the girls when he 
took the post in 2019, things were going 
to change.

“I said to the girls two years ago, ‘You 
gotta be kidding me – you only have two 
conference titles since the beginning of 
time’? That’s gonna change,” Sargent said. 
“I don’t think they believed me.”

FM Lady Hounds get first 
conference title since 1998
Feb. 6, 2021
Pageviews: 237, Facebook views: 4,473

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

IOWA CITY – Fort Madison senior 
Owen Kruse said getting back to Des 
Moines means everything to him.

Kruse was pinned by Class 3A No. 3 
Grant O’Dell from Iowa City West in the 
title match at 126 lbs at Saturday’s Class 3A 
District 5 wrestling state qualifier at Iowa 
City West’s gym.

But Kruse wasn’t too bummed – this sea-
son had been about getting back to Wells 
Fargo Arena in February. He’ll join Gavin 
Wiseman who will be making his first trip 
after winning a wrestle back to take second 
place at 138 lbs.

Kruse said the title match was more than 
he expected.

“He came out really aggressive and I got 
a little deer-in-the-headlight going on, and 

then I just didn’t wrestle very well after 
that,” Kruse said of the loss.

But Kruse battled through a tough semi-
final match to the get the championship. 
Taking on Pella’s Ryan Hancock, Kruse 
would score first with an escape for a 1-0 
lead in the first period, The lead would 
hold through the second period, despite 
a very close take down where Kruse took 
Hancock to the mat outside the circle. The 
Hound seemed to have his toes on the 
circle, but was ruled out with the coaching 
staff yelling for two.

Kruse would then get a takedown with 
:13 left for the win.

“That was a tough semifinals match, but I 
had good pressure and was happy with the 
way that turned out,” Kruse said.

Now he said needs to go back to the 
practice room and fine tune some things. 
But the trip to Des Moines has been on his 
mind all year.

“It means everything to me to try and get 
back on the podium. I have a few liabilities 
on the bottom, but I need to go hard, keep 
up pressure and move my feet,” he said.

Kruse, Wiseman qualify for 2021 state 
wrestling tournament

Feb. 13, 2021
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Facebook views: 4,284



BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An area man 
was pulled from a pickup truck that was 
partially submerged in a slough in the 
southwest part of Fort Madison Wednes-
day night.

Very few details are available but 
the pickup went into what is known to 
locals as Winke’s Slough about 200 yards 
southeast of the PAW Animal Shelter on 
48th Street.

The truck was submerged in about 
three feet of icy water and the man was 
yelling for help before first responders 
arrived at the scene

Fort Madison firefighters had to take 
35th Street behind Pipeline Cleaners and 
along the railroad tracks about a mile 
back to just past the railroad bridge and 
then get out an ice sled and go about 150 
yards out to the truck.

Three firefighters tethered to the sled 
by a rope anchored to a firetruck went 
over the ice to the victim, loaded him 
out onto the sled, and then pushed and 
pulled him to safety over the ice.

Lee County EMS first responders were 
on hand to tend to the man once he 
reached the shore and transported him 
to Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Fort Madison firefighters said there 
was just the one person in the vehicle. 
Fort Madison Police were on scene 
investigating the incident and details 
haven’t been released as to why the man 
was more than 100 yards from any bank 
of the water.
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FM firefighters pull man from partially submerged truck

Fort Madison firefighters used an ice sled to pull a man from a slough 
in southwest Fort Madison in February. The man was taken by ambu-
lance to Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Feb. 10, 2021
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A Thursday afternoon pile up on 
Hwy. 218/27 sent one man to the hospital with seri-
ous injuries, but Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said 
quick and committed action of county first responders 
saved many lives.

The pileup started as a result of near white-out con-
ditions on the stretch of 218 north of Hwy. 2.

More than nine semi trailers jack-knifed on slick 
roadways where visibility was very low as a winter 
storm dumped rain on the area in the morning and 
switched over to sleet and snow as temperatures 
dropped and the wind started howling from the north 
at up to 40 mph.

Weber said quick action from a large contingent 
of first responders including sheriff ’s deputies, Lee 
County EMS, Donnellson Fire & Rescue, Iowa State 
Patrol, West Point/Donnellson Police and Iowa Dept. 
of Transportation crews helped prevent a more tragic 
outcome.

“I stopped counting jack-knifed trailers at nine,” 
Weber said. “In 25 years of law enforcement that was 
one of the worst pileups I’ve ever seen.”

Lee County Deputy Jacob Riley was first on the 
scene and was rendering aid to a victim of an initial 
collision. Weber said Riley then witnessed another ac-
cident involving a Lincoln Navigator that had struck a 
vehicle trying to come to a stop, and was then hit from 
behind by another vehicle.

Weber said Riley went back to his vehicle to grab a 
first aid kit, when he saw a semi barrelling down on his 
cruiser, which was struck before he could get com-
pletely clear.

“He got out of his car bloodied up a bit and ran over 
to the Lincoln where that man was seriously hurt and 
began tending to him,” Weber said.

Weber said the collision wiped out Riley’s radio 
system so he then began communicating with his cell-
phone to other deputies, as Donnellson Fire & Rescue 
worked toward the scene.

Firefighters then went to work with Jaws of Life to 
get the man extricated from the vehicle.

“Donnellson rescue did a hell of a job yesterday. 
I’d be surprised if every one of those guys don’t have 
frostbite right now.

“They were not giving up and there were focused on 
saving that man. There’s no question in my mind that 
that man is alive today because of those firefighters.”

Feb. 5, 2021
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Winter pile-up shuts 
down Hwy. 218

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A fugitive being sought on 
charges out of Louisiana isn’t believed to be in the area 
at this time.

Fort Madison Police have been dealing with a tran-
sient who is similar in description to a Preston Higgs, 
who is being sought by U.S. Marshals on a murder 
charge out of Louisiana.

According to FMPD Detective David Doyle, a tran-
sient has been reported multiple times in and around 
Fort Madison in the last few days trying to find shelter 
in the evenings. But the man is not the fugitive that 
authorities are on the lookout for.

Van Buren County Sheriff ’s Department, which is 
working with the U.S. Marshals office, put out a notice 
on social media Sunday that confirmed Higgs was in 
the area early last week as property of his was recov-
ered, but the same post said that Higgs isn’t believed to 
be in southeast Iowa any longer.

Doyle said Fort Madison police have received numer-
ous reports in the last three days with people on high 
alert for Higgs.

“There is a transient from California who is similar 
in nature and build to the suspect they’ve been looking 
for,” Doyle said. “People are being overly vigilant with 
this and we’ve had several calls.”

Doyle said the first came in on March 12th and was 
actually from the transient looking for a place to stay. 
Then another call came in from the public on the 13th, 
but police didn’t find anyone after a search of the area. 
Doyle said he believes from the information it was the 
same man.

On Sunday night another call came in from the area 
of 18th Street to Hwy. 103 just outside Fort Madison 
city limits from someone who claimed to have spotted 
someone fitting the description of Higgs.

“Our units and county (deputies) went through this 
area and thoroughly searched the wooded area and 
could not come up with anybody. We believe this to be 
the same person we’ve been dealing with.”

Doyle said then on Monday morning, one of the 
car dealerships on the west side of town called in with 
someone who had gotten in the back of a box van to 
sleep.

“They startled him when they found him and he took 
off running and he was found about an hour later. We 
made the connection that he was the transient and they 
gave him a ride to Burlington because that’s where he 
wanted to go,” Doyle said.

March 15, 2021
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Louisiana fugitive rumored to be in area

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A court hearing has been set for 
Feb. 19 on a contempt charge against Bryan Humphrey 
for lack of action on his building in downtown Fort Mad-
ison.

According to Fort Madison Building Director Doug 
Krogmeier the hearing was set due to Humphrey’s alleged 
failures to comply with a court order from September.

Krogmeier said Humphrey has failed to meet any dead-
lines or do any work ordered by District Judge Michael 
Schilling. The order had a deadline of Dec. 15, or Hum-
phrey could be ordered to vacate the property.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said it’s been a 
slow process and the holidays added some time, but the 
city has to move forward.

“The ultimate answer here is making that a safe viable 
building,” Mohrfeld said Wednesday.

“From there, if that involves Bryan Humphrey – let’s 
make it happen. If it doesn’t, we want him to get the 
building to someone that can make that happen.

“It’s naive to think it’s that simple, but every time he 
misses things he gets further under water.”

On Sept. 25, Schilling signed an order that listed out 
improvement Humphrey was to make on the building in 
coordination with city officials and the city’s engineer.

Mohrfeld said to his knowledge none of the things laid 
out in the order have been done, including any communi-
cation with the city from Humphrey.

Schilling’s order also set a deadline of Dec. 15 if Hum-
phrey had either obtain proper permitting to demolish 
the building or make all necessary repairs outline by the 
city’s engineer, he was required to vacate the premises no 
later than Dec. 15.

Mohrfeld said he has no information that Humphrey 
has left the premises and is frustrated with the situation.

According to Lee County records, in 2020 the building 
at 732 Avenue G was valued at $149,000 and taxes haven’t 
been paid since March of 2019 totaling $8,800 in back 
taxes owed.

“His actions are telegraphing he isn’t doing anything. 
He’s not current on property taxes. My desire would be to 
set down with him and come to some practical resolve. 
Ultimately with the court order, since nothing’s been 
done. It can be marked as a dangerous structure and at 
that point the city can go in and mitigate it.”.

Jan. 13, 2021
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Court orders contempt hearing in Humphrey case
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The Canadian Rockies by Train ventures 
through the beauty of the Canadian 
wilderness and into the heart of the Rockies 
and you get the perfect seat to this grand 
display aboard a VIA Rail Train The Canadian. 
Set off down the tracks on a journey that you’ll 
always remember and watch the beauty of 
nature reveal itself. 

WITH VIA RAIL
Canadian Rockies

For More Information:
TrailwaysTravel.com

319.753.2864 x162

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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7

WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-469-3951
www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Past. Present. Future.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the 
banking needs of the local community. Since that day, 
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving 
customers in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as 
well as many other locations across the country. With 
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14 
offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in 
assets and some of the most technologically advanced 
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank’s 
main goal remains as it was in 1911 – to serve the 
customer well.

Donnellson  Fairfield  Fort Madison
Houghton  Keokuk Mt. Pleasant 

Packwood Pilot Grove West Burlington 
West Point Winfield
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BY GREG SMITH
Fort Madison High School Principal

FORT MADISON – In 1959 when the “new high 
school” opened my mom moved to this location to fin-
ish high school. I remember, years later, her memories 
of the really cool new building and especially the great 
open air courtyard area for students and staff to study, 
converse or relax.

Twenty years after she graduated, I graduated from 
FMHS and have wonderful memories myself of my time 
in the courtyard.

Unfortunately, in 2004, due to new construction, 
the courtyard was lost to a building expansion. Today, 
in my 11th year as Principal of FMHS, I have had the 
pleasure of providing tours for many former graduates 
and their families.

I have yet to direct one of these tours when someone 
didn’t say what a shame it is that the high school lost its 
courtyard. Many people still talk about their memories 
of the Courtyard. It has been a vision of mine for several 
years to bring back that Courtyard for my students and 
our community.

In 2016 we began a project to repurpose our library 
into a 21st century media center. In 2017, we added a 
Maker Space adjacent to that center. Students, staff and 
the community have made use of these spaces for a va-
riety of gatherings. Thanks to all of you who supported 

these projects.
Interestingly enough, building construction over 

the years has completely enclosed a 6,000 square foot, 
open air space that is adjacent to the Maker Space. This 
space is in the center of the high school. Last year, we 
made the decision to bring back the FMHS courtyard 
in this space. We cleared the space and our building 
trades’ students poured concrete to begin the Courtyard 
project.

Then came COVID and everything stopped.
This summer, we will complete our courtyard proj-

ect with the support of our students, faculty and our 
wonderful community partners. But the cost to finish 
this space is much more than our budget can supply. I 
am currently writing a grant that will help us reach our 
goal, but it will only cover a small portion of the cost.

I will be personally reaching out to our community 
partners to ask for help in restoring this piece of history 
for our students, staff and the Fort Madison community.

March 29, 2021
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FMHS’s Smith launches courtyard project

PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – PAW Director Sandy Brown lit-

erally lost all her hair trying to raise money for the Fort 
Madison animal shelter Tuesday morning.

Just over a week ago, Brown didn’t even know there 
was chance of pulling off the fundraiser with a charity 
called Jordan’s Way.

The charity, founded by Kris Rotonda, is making a 
name for itself on social media by livestreaming four-
hour hyped up fundraising efforts to help clear animal 
shelters around the country. Rotonda lost his dog 
“Jordan” recently and set about helping raising funds 
for shelters.

Brown said someone from the charity reached out to 
her last Tuesday and said there was one spot left open 
for Iowa and asked if she wanted it.

“When we talked to the guy, we weren’t even on the 
list. They had one spot open last Tuesday night and 
they called and asked if we would like to do it,” Brown 
said

PAW raises needed funds 
with help of Jordan’s Way

March 9, 2021
Pageviews: 788,
Facebook views: 5,327

MONTROSE – The Lee County Economic Devel-
opment Group is moving forward with plans for the 
former KL Megla building in Montrose.

The building was the focal point of Joint Education 
Center for Lee County before the Central Lee School 
District tapped the brakes on plans citing a lack of 
communication.

LCEDG met again Tuesday with officials from Fort 
Madison, Central Lee, and Keokuk school districts, a 
new potential Lee County manufacturer, local busi-
nesses and industries, the Southeast Iowa Regional & 
Economic Port Authority, and Southeastern Communi-
ty College officials.

LCEDG to buy KL Megla facility
April 27, 2021
Pageviews: 788, Facebook views: 3,927
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Thank You for Your Patronage
Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.

We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

Acuity Eyecare
Bank & Beals Funeral 

Home – LaHarpe
Baxter’s Sports

Complex
Becky Fullenkamp
Brad’s Pad Pizza

Brockman
Chiropractic

Bruce Huddleson
Carrie Schneider

Catfish Bend Casinos
Charles Scoville
Cindy Schiedel

City of Fort Madison
City of West Point

ClearView
Vision Center

Complete Rental
Conagra Brands
Connection Bank
Country Treasures
Cullen Pest Control

Cynthia Baxter
Dana Bushong

Jewelry Co., Inc.
Dan Reiter

Debra Herrick
Deer Meadows

Apartments
DeJong-Greaves-

Printy Funeral Home
Denmark Heritage 

Days
Dip-N-Joe
Dirty Dog

Detailing & Boarding
Dixie Lung

Dodd Printing
& Stationery
Don Griffiths

DuPont
Eagle Bluff
Apartments

Edward Jones –
Tony Fullenkamp
Eternelle Beaute

Farm Bureau
Financial Services – 

Larry Holtkamp
FM Bloodhound 

Sports & Activities
Fort Colony Family 

Restaurant
Fort Madison Area 

Arts Association
Fort Madison Chamber 

of Commerce
Fort Madison

Community Hospital
Fort Madison Family 

YMCA
Fort Madison Police 

Department
Fort Madison Public 

Library
Fort Madison United 

Methodist Church
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Ft. Madison Park 
Apartments

Fullenkamp Insurance
Geoff Shields

Great River Regional 
Waste Authority

Greg Smith
Griffin Muffler
& Brake Center
Group Benefit

Partners
Hannah Woodbury

Harmony Bible 
Church

Heartland Co-op
Hillcrest Hostas

& More
Hinterland Dairy
Hoerner YMCA

Holtkamp’s Floors
Decor & Furniture

Holy Trinity
Catholic Schools
Hope Associates

Real Estate
HTC Music Boosters

Iowa State
Penitentiary

Jan Garza
John Wiebler
Josh Denning
& Associates
Judy Stuecker
Kaitlyn Fedler
Karen Hope

Kempker’s True Value 
Rental

Keokuk Auto Credit
Keokuk First

Christian Church
Kimberly Engle

King-Lynk Funeral 
Home, Inc.

KLM Realty
Kodi Puckett

L.J. Roth Restoration 
Service

LaLo Corporation
Larry J. LaCroix

LCK Roofing
Lee County Attorney
Lee County Auditor

Lee County Bank
Lee County

Conservation Board
Lee County Economic 
Development Group

Lee County EMS
Lee County Engineer
Lee County Health 

Department
Lee County Pheasants 
Forever Chapter 171
Lee County Sheriff
Lincoln Elementary 

PTG
Linda Baxter
Linda Peitz

Linda Pumphrey
Linda Reding
Linda Smith
Loren Menke
Main Street
Keokuk Inc.
Martha Wolf

Martin Graber
Mary Ilmberger Scott

Mary Weisinger
Matt Mohrfeld

Matt’s Greenhouse
McCoy Plumbing

& Heating
Megan Kruse
Michael Avery

Miriam Johnson
Mobile Nursing
Services, LTD.

Mohrfeld Electric
Montrose Health

Center
Montrose Watermelon 

Festival Committee
Nancy Sanders

New Dimensions
Old Fort Players

Optimae Life Services
Paul Wilkerson

Pilot Grove Savings 
Bank

Pothitakis Dentistry
Pothitakis Law Firm, 

P.C.
Quality Plus Feeds
Rashid Pharmacy

& Wellness
Relay for Life of North 

Lee County
Renee Davlin

Robert Johnson
RonDavoo

RSVP of Lee County
Saunders and Bunger 

Law
Schmitz Funeral 

Home
Scotts MiracleGro 

Company
Shannon Wellman
Sheaffer Memorial 

Golf Course
Shottenkirk GM Giant

Shug’s Tiny Town
Small Grand Things

Sonny’s Super Market
Southeast Iowa

Regional Airport

Southeast Iowa
Regional Medical 

Center
Speer’s Farm Finds

& Gift Boutique
St. John’s United 
Church of Christ

Stanbrough Realty
Stewart Automotive

SubArena
Tammy Turner
Team Staffing 
Solutions, Inc.
Test Kitchen

Education Foundation
The Colony Shop
The Kensington

& Primrose Path
The Madison

T.O. Haas Tire
& Auto

Tony Wolfe Insurance 
Services

Toys for Tots
Tri State Outdoor 

Products, LLC
Tri-State Rodeo

Turbo Wash
United Way of the 
Great River Region

Vigen Memorial 
Home

W-M Johnson Truck 
Line

Welch’s Insurance
Wendy Bailey

West Point Sweet 
Corn Festival
Committee

Wondra Chiropractic 
& Acupuncture

Your Heat & Air Guy
Yuppy Puppy
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