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tire destroys kv home

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison firefighters work on a fire in the second story of a home at 1635 Avenue L Wednesday af-
ternoon. Two residents were home at the time of the fire but escaped the structure before FMFD arrived

at the scene.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A fire that started as a result of a
wood burning stove in a home in the 1600 block of Avenue
L, has resulted in the home possibly being destroyed.

Firefighters were called to 1635 Avenue L at about 11:15
a.m. Wednesday for a home on fire. Initial reports were
that two residents were trapped in the home.

However, according to Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey
Herren, the two had gotten out of the structure before

firefighters arrived on scene.

“There was some issue in the chimney and it started in

that area and then got outside of the chimney and onto the
outside of the building on the second floor;” Herren said.

“I thought it was going to get away from us for a bit. We
couldn’t get the aerial ladder to it because of all the wires
and trees in the way”

Firefighters initially fought the fire from the outside,
blasting foam and water into the second story window and
then ventilated the first floor to allow crews to get into a
second floor bedroom.

Herren said the fire got up into the attic and damaged

the roof and the west side of the home.

Herren said the fire started somewhere in the chimney
from a fire burning in a wood burner in the living room.

See FIRE, page 7

Rotary calendars feature local photography, landmarks

FORT MADISON - There is still an
opportunity to purchase 2022 calendars
from Fort Madison Rotary for yourself
or friends/family who once called Fort
Madison their home.

These are beautiful pictures taken IN
Fort Madison by local photographers:

Jerry Granaman, a renowned photog-

rapher and long time resident of Fort
Madison. More of his featured works can
be seen at the Fort Madison Area Arts
Association.

Vincent Garza, a 40 plus year resident
of Fort Madison, who enjoys photography
as one of his many hobbies. He specializes
in photography of trains.

Julie Long, who enjoys photographing
her hometown, Fort Madison, Iowa, and
sharing her work with others. More of her
photography can also be seen at the Fort
Madison Area Arts Association.

Chris Swed, a local businessman with a

See CALENDARS, page 6

SCHOOL NEWS

Heat, stalfing
issues hinder
classes at
Richardson

District apologizes for
not notifying families
of the situations

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A broken pipe and
some staffing issues made it a tough day
for Richardson Elementary School on
Tuesday.

According to Superintendent Dr. Erin
Slater, the district experienced a boiler
issue at the elementary school causing a
lack of heat in first grade classrooms and

the media center.

Slater said the students
were immediately relo-
cated to other areas of the
building until the issue was
corrected by district main-

tenance staff. However, SLATER
scheduled visits to the media

center in the morning for book checkouts
and story times were still held while stu-
dents were wearing jackets and hats.

The district also experienced a staff
shortage at the school the same day in
food services and students were provided
a field trip lunch rather than a hot lunch.

Parents weren't notified of the chang-
es via PowerSchool or other means and
Slater said the district apologized for not
getting that done,.

“Fort Madison strives to be transparent.
At times, we may fall short of meeting
that goal in a timely fashion,” Slater wrote
in an email Wednesday afternoon.

“Our priority is always the safety of
our students and staff. We also strive for
timely and consistent communication as
much as possible with our families. We
apologize that a timely notification was
not sent yesterday and we appreciate the
feedback and comments that have been

See SCHOOL, page 6
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

CAROL F. DAUGHTERS

Carol Frances Daughters, 79, of Donnellson, IA, formerly of Keokuk, died on
Saturday, January 22, 2022 at the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in Fort
Madison, IA.

She was born on February 17, 1942 in Keokuk, IA, the daughter of
Carl and Elaine (Moore) Daughters.

She had been employed at Park Ridge Workshop in Montrose, IA.

Carol was a member of the Riverside Baptist Church in Burlington,
IA.

Carol enjoyed working on jigsaw puzzles and looking at books. She
loved jewelry and wore it every day. She was an avid Elvis fan and
loved to listen and sing along to his music. In her younger years, she
was a people person and never knew a stranger.

She is survived by her brother, Curtis Daughters (Jana) of Burlington, IA, her
sister-in-law, Linda Daughters of Keokuk, nieces and nephews, Tara Daughters of
Denver, CO, Jessica Lesher of Fort Madison, Todd Daughters of Ft. Madison and
Tim Daughters of Burlington, great nieces and nephews, Trenton Blint, Elic Daugh-
ters and Alivia Blint and several cousins.

She was preceded in death by her parents and two brothers, Delbert Wayne
Daughters and Ronald Lee Daughters.

A funeral service will be held at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, January 27, 2022 at the Vigen
Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA. Burial will be in the Keokuk National Cemetery.
The service will be live-streamed on Carol’s obituary page (tribute wall) at www.
vigenmemorialhome.com.

Visitation will be held prior to the service from 12 noon - 1:00 p.m., Thursday, at
the funeral home with the family meeting with friends at that time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

THANKYOU

We are grateful for the opportunity to care
for your family’s oral health
& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

DAUGHTERS

We are now accepting
new patients.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP

Ft. Madison East Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-3614 (319) 372-4882

West Burlington Mediapolis
(319) 753-2515 (319) 394-3255

New London
(319) 367-2311

Burlington
(319) 7527993

NANCY L. BUNNELL

Nancy Lorena Bunnell, 77, of Argyle, Iowa, passed away at 7:12 a.m. Wednesday,
January 26, 2022, at her home in Argyle, Iowa.

She was born on June 27, 1944, in Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of Riley V. and Ruth
(Phillips) Bryant. On December 8, 1963, she married Paul LeRoy Bun-
nell, Sr. at First Christian Church in Keokuk, Iowa. He preceded her in
death on January 16, 2018.

She is survived by her four sons: Michael (Claudette) Bunnell of
Keosauqua, Iowa, Paul, Jr. (Patty) Bunnell of Montrose, Iowa, Andrew
(Teri) Bunnell, Sr. of Farmington, Iowa and David (Mescha) Bunnell
of West Point, Iowa; one daughter: Marcia (Bill) DeBrackelerie of Ar-
gyle, Iowa; twenty grandchildren: Evan, Jessica, Cheyenne, Matthew,
Dakota, Josh, Dakota, Jacki, Andy, Jr., Michael, Noah, Cory, Elijah, Abigail, Kelsie,
Kimberly, Tanner, Bethany, Hope, James and Kassidy; twenty-five great grandchil-
dren and one sister: Martha “Susie” Fuller of Quincy, Illinois. Also surviving are
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband: Paul, Sr.; brother: Ed Bryant
and sister: Ruth “Fuft” Gosnell.

Nancy received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing. She retired from Fort Madison
Community Hospital. She was a member of Living Waters Assembly of God Church
in in Keokuk and the Red Hatters. She was active in women’s ministry. Nancy en-
joyed watching birds and animals, word searches, knick knacks (especially Ty Beanie
Babies), watching classic television shows, her family, especially her grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

Friends may call from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, January 30, 2022, at
Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson, where the family will receive friends from
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. that afternoon.

A funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Monday, January 31, 2022, at Schmitz
Funeral Home in Donnellson with Andy Bunnell officiating.

Burial will be at Argyle Memorial Gardens, rural Argyle, Iowa.

A memorial has been established in her memory to the Central Lee Foundation
for a nursing scholarship.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements.

BUNNELL

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting

funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.



https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com

Pen City Current - Thursday, January 27, 2022 - 3

T oucbu;mq) the COWWV)L% with. Care

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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Sports

Ross goes for 37 as Lady Hounds roll Clark County

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KAHOKA - If Head Coach Tony Sargent had known
senior Malarie Ross was one point away from setting the
school record for single-game scoring, he would have left
her in to chase it down.

But the Bloodhound came away with a
game-high 37 points, the second time in
her career at Fort Madison that she’s hit
the mark, as Fort Madison downed Clark
County 63-40 in Kahoka Tuesday night.

The Lady Hounds traded buckets with
Clark County’s Alexis Ellison, who sur-
passed 1,000 points in her career last week,
as the two squads racked up 33 first-quarter points in a
fast-paced up-and-down the court as Ross put in 12 of
Fort Madison’s first 18.

Aija Jenkins opened the scoring for Fort Madison and
then Anna Lynk converted a 3-pointer before Ross rattled
off 12 straight points, the last coming on an almost-pat-
ented drive and scoop shot in the lane to give Fort Madi-
sona 17-15 lead.

Molly Knipe added a free throw for an 18-15 first quar-
ter lead. The Hounds would miss their last three shots of
the first period while holding Clark County from getting
off a shot for three straight possessions.

Clark County’s Hope Ross would convert a 3-point play
to cut the lead to four at 22-18, but Fort Madison would
pull away from that point, opening up a 12-point halftime
lead at 35-23.

Head Coach Tony Sargent said Missouri has a little
different style of officiating which works well for the Lady
Hounds style.

“They let you play down here. The referees do a good
job. I like it when they let you play through a little bit,” he
said.

Fort Madison stretched the lead in the third period and

ROSS

Automated Breast Ultrasound (ABUS) has been
shown to improve breast cancer detection by 35.7%

in women with dense breast tissue.

*l

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison junior Camille Kruse drives in the second half of Tuesday’s 63-40 win over Clark
County. Senior Malarie Ross was one point from the school single-game scoring mark with 37

points on the night.

went up by 22 when Camille Kruse slid a nice bounce pass
under her defender to streaking Ross who finished the
play to put the Hounds up 49-27.

Ellison would bury her fourth 3-pointer of the game on
her way to a team-high 23 points with about 4 minutes left
in the game to cut the lead to 17 at 55-38, but the Indians
would get no closer as Fort Madison put the game away.

Sargent said more girls got involved in the game in oth-

Ask your
primary care
provider if
ABUS, in
addition to
mammography,
would be
beneficial to
you.

Sout_heast lowda
Reg |On0| MEDICAL CENTER

er roles and that will be needed as the Hounds hit a heavy
part of the schedule.

“I thought we got more people involved in the offense.
We still need to do a better job of that. Camille didn't hit
much tonight, but her presence was important,” he said.

“Malarie didn’t miss much tonight I don’t think, and had
a handful of and-1s, and she had some nice passes tonight,9
too.”

Sargent said Molly Knipe and Taylor Johnson both had
good nights rebounding and he’ll need that play for the
upcoming stretch.

“We play Thursday and Saturday, and then play the 1st,
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 7th. So we got a lot of games in a short
period of time,” he said.

“It doesn’t concern me a lot. We got two against Burling-
ton, and one against Washington so those should be a little
easier on us and give us some room,” Sargent said.

Ross went 6 of 9 at the freethrow line. She leads the state
in freethrows made with 99 on the year and is second in
freethrows attempted with 132.

The Bloodhounds improve to 9-3 overall with the win.
They travel to Fairfield (9-5) on Thursday in a Southeast
Conference battle. The Trojans are 6-1 in the conference in
second place and hold a 46-38 win over the Bloodhounds
earlier this season.

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).3711670

charles.v(@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125

lee.v(@pencitycurrent.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Buying or Selling?
Call [faven first!

» Real Knowledge
* Real Experience
* Real Dedication Don’t Let
Your Business
Karen Hope Slip Away

. (319) 3724040

PthCk Pro{efo Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
Genera | M anager claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business

Keokuk Auto Credit T e

1301 37th St

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

We Tote the Note o
b (319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM
No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
. ' FARM BUREAU
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Short-Term Rehabilitation

Memory Care

Surprisingly
great rates

The Madison right around
the corner.

7. i
find compassionate « cake

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent I'm your one-stop shop for 9
2623 Avenue L the service you deserve ata
Fort Madison, IA 52627 , .
) : 2
\?vl\j\?\;vstjc?l:t?’n?a-gizgﬁinsurance o, Priceyou want. Call me for How can chiropractic therapy help you?
’ ’ surprisingly great rates and BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
Good Neighbor service right « Improved joint mobility, function, and heaith
in your n eighborhood * Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
’ tissues
Like a g00 d nei ghbor * Improved circulation

* Increased energy. vitality, and improved sleep

State Farm s there® « and many, many more
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. DR_ ROBERT BROCKMAN
Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant , :
g}g})fn Fisztf:m " 2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison  319-372-3800
gton. & St ate F a rm ® htto;//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
www.kempkerstruevalue.com 2001878 Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment

Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

. . General Insects
The average person is on their Termites

device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers wherever
they are with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 e
or Chluk (3 1 9)37 1.1670 Residential Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
Commercial needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060

% Nursing
Generations of Great Service

Long-Term Care
24 Hour Service

* Never An Overtime Charge
* FREE Estimates

* Servicing All Makes 319-463-5438
WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST

o]
G S
(SD. § g Posters -Art
FullService HVAC Company » 88 Supplies
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding o vers Printi ng
areas with over 30 Years Experience! 9‘ Office
Ft. Madison: 3‘9'372'4328 & Vinyl Banners Furniture
H -
Burlington: 319-752-4328 Trifold Brochures
All Areas: 877-380-4328 621Avenuo G 319.372.2721

Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com

: ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com o THE SURROUNDING RRERS!
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

HELP
WANTED

We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Scan the code
to subscribe now.

HELP
WANTED

CITY CLERK/
TREASURER

The City of West Point is ac-
cepting applications for an
immediate full-time position
of City Clerk/Treasurer.

The position requires munic-
ipal clerk certification, or the
applicant must be willing to
pursue and obtain special-
ized training, to understand
duties and responsibilities.

Knowledge of fund account-
ing, general ledger, accounts
payable, and payroll is pre-
ferred. Candidate should
have knowledge of relevant
computer systems, be able
to maintain fiscal records and
accounts as mandated, have
attention to detail, and be
accurate in financial record
keeping.

Interested applicants may
submit an application, or re-
sume and cover letter, to:

City of West Point
313 5th Street
PO Box 69
West Point, |1A 52656
or via email to
cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com

Applications will be accepted
through January 28, 2022.

The City of West Point is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Local photogs featured in Rotary
fundraising calendar

CALENDARS - Continued from Page 1

penchant for photography. He owns and operates Swed & Co Coffee and the FoxTheater

in Fort Madison.

These gorgeous photographs of favorite sites in Fort Madison are in a calendar format
and can be purchased for $10 from any Rotarian or stop by at the Fort Madison Partners
office at 614 7th Street(the historical Cattermole Library.)

Fort Madison Rotary has spent more then 100 years in service to the community, sup-

porting many local projects.

Fundraisers such as this helps supports donations of coats, scarves and mittens to local
school students; annually awarding three $1000 scholarships for area students; sending
several high school youth annually to a week long leadership training experience: RYLA
(Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) and middle school students to YRYLA (Young RYLA);

donating to MOST (Miles of Smiles), and repairs and improvements at Central Park.

School officials regret not informing parents

SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1

shared with the district and we will
continue to learn and grow alongside
our students.”

The district attempted multiple times
over the past five years to entice voters
into building a new consolidated ele-
mentary building on the school district
campus off Bluftf Road, but district
residents voted down the proposals each
time, with a supermajority of 60%+1

vote required to pass bond referendums
in Jowa.

The district recently announced plans
to move all elementary students into the
Middle School on the campus, while
7th-12th grades will be relocated to the
current High School. Plans for both
projects, totaling more than $30 million,
are underway with construction planned
for 2023.

State’s jobless rate falls to 3.5% in December

DES MOINES, IOWA - Iowa’s season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate fell to
3.5 percent in December, down from 3.7
percent in November and 3.7 percent a
year ago. The U.S. unemployment rate
dropped to 3.9 percent.

The total number of unemployed Io-
wans decreased to 57,900 in December,
down 3,800 from November.

The total number of working Iowans
increased to 1,604,800 in December.
This figure is 5,200 higher than Novem-

ber and 45,200 higher than one year ago.

The labor force participation rate in-
creased slightly to 66.9 percent.

“Growth and recovery continue
throughout Iowa, with positive trends
across many sectors of our state’s econ-
omy, said Beth Townsend, Director of
Iowa Workforce Development. “More
than 45,000 Iowans joined the employed
last year as Iowa reignited its focus on
job growth and getting citizens back to
work”

>
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Sportsl From the Front

No. 7 Notre Dame runs away late from Lady Hawks

SC hW artz ﬁ res in Six 3_ b a l l S the Ha\'\.IkS straightened things out in the second quarter
outscoring the conference front-runners 14-12 to cut the
o lead Cen l‘]/'al Lee Wlth ] 8 lead to four 28-24 at the break.
. . The Hawks got within two points at 34-32 with three
pPo Iints in l (OAN) minutes left in the half, but Notre Dame would regain the
momentum and run off a 29-8 rally leaving Central Lee in
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG the wake.
PCC EDITOR Mya Lampe was in double figures with 11 points and
handed out five assists for Central Lee. Makayla Morrison
DONNELLSON - The Central Lee Lady Hawks hung added five and led the Hawks with seven boards. Alivia
around with 7th-ranked (Class 1A) Burlington Notre Bailey Schwartz turned things up for Central Lee with ~ Myhre had six rebounds.
Dame for three quarters before the Nikes pulled away for  four first-half 3-pointers enroute to a game-high and Lauren Krieger led Notre Dame with 16 points. Gabby
the win. season-high 18 points. She shot 46% from beyond the Deery had 13.
Notre Dame outscored the Hawks 20-8 over the fourth  arc, but Central Lee shot a cooler 31% from the field as a The Hawks go to Holy Trinity Catholic on Friday night
quarter Tuesday night to remain undefeated at 15-0 over-  team. to take on the Crusaders (10-7, 10-4). Central Lee falls to

all and 12-0 in the Southeast lowa Superconference South. Notre Dame raced out to a 16-10 first quarter lead, but 10-6 on the year, 9-4 in the SEISC South.

Firefighters save pets
from burning home

FIRE - Continued from Page 1

According to Beacon Schneider, the home is listed
as being owned by Danny and Linda Reiter. The
building was valued at $10,560. Herren said the
building was uninsured because of the wood burning
stove.

“I would assume without it being insured and the
damage that was done that it probably can't be sal-
vaged,” Herren said.

Herren also said the fire call was different logisti-

ecally because responding firefighters on staft were all
at different locations around the city and everyone
arrived at different times.

LeeComm did issue an all-shift call for the fire,
which is typical in structure fires to make sure extra
staff is on hand to fight the fire, as well as to respond
to other calls that may come in at the same time.

Lee County EMS, Fort Madison Police Depart-
ment, and Alliant Energy were also on the scene to
assist.

No one was injured in the fire, but firefighters were
able to rescue three cats from the structure. All three
survived.

“They were a little mad, but they all survived,”
Herren said.

Winter Has Come
15" OFF

Snow
Removal
Equipment

Complete Rental
5636 Avenue 0, Fort Madison Images for

reference only.

319-372-8105 Actual procct

may vary.

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Mention this ad at time of reservation.
Not valid with any other discounts. Offer expires January 31, 2022.
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