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Board OKS pay bumps

SHERIFF/EMS: Supervisors approve 15% increase for sheriff”s dept.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG Weber said Tuesday at the
PCCEDITOR regular Lee County Board S
of Supervisor’s meeting that tate tourney
LEE COUNTY - Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber Chief Deputy Will Conlee was
whittled an extra 5% for staff wages out of his budget for able to thin the budget in the

°
next year, but had a bit of a battle getting the Lee County f equi t to find ft th t
. WEBER FEDLER way of equipment to find an a a

supervisors on board Tuesday. additional $100,000 for the

In January, Supervisors approved a 10% increase for all added increase

o o
county employees, with the exception of Weber and his “We’ve asked the staff to be a little more responsible k
administrative team who got 45% under the new Back the . - - . e eeps glVlng

i with the equipment and treat it well so it lasts a little lon-
Blue calculations. See PAY, page 9

Making the trip to Des Moines for
the annual state wrestling meet is typical-
ly an up and down of epic proportions.

As media, we get tucked into a corner
room on the floor level of Wells-Fargo,
shoulder-to-shoulder with bottled water
and a couple large screen tvs showing all
eight matches. We listen to the announce- 9
ments of matches to mats, and then we
get up and down throughout the day to
observe and photograph the wrestlers we
cover.

The other side of this is the emotion
that’s involved with this high-adrenaline,
individual, one-on-one battles. These kids
have to win four matches to be the best in
the state. That doesn’t seem like much at
first blush, but as Head Coach Ryan Smith
said walking back to the van after Satur-
day’s matches - there’s very little room for
error in these matches. The kids that lose
somewhere along the line have to wres-
tle even more just to get on the podium.
Fort Madison didn’t get any kids on the
podium this year.

This is the fifth year I've covered the
state tournament. I missed two years ago
because my daughter died that week. I
messaged Smith that year and told him I
couldn’t find anyone to cover the event for

EMPTY “EST his kids. He messaged back and said I was

just where I was supposed to be. Then he

It takes the Villages of Van Buren County bear-hugged me 10 days later as he and

about 20 other athletes and coaches came

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Fort Madison boys Head Coach Ryan Wilson gets vocal with the Bloodhounds during a third quarter time
out Monday night. The Hounds rallied for a 70-60 win over Oskaloosa to advance in Class 3A Substate
5 play. See SPORTS inside for the game recap.

D . open and Jack swam in one window of  of the few coaches in Iowa history to to her funeral to say good-bye.

uring the flood of .1947’. 17—.year the Hotel Manning and out the other,  take both the girls’ and boys” basket- Kelsey was a huge fan of Coach Smith

old Jack Dorothy was swimming mn like a carp on holiday. ball teams to the State Tournament at and Derek Doherty. In a school with a

th? ﬂqoded waters of the Des Moines Jack would go on to become a teach-  the same time. He would eventually student population that made her regular-
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MARILYN S. HOLMES

Marilyn Sue Holmes, 71, passed away at 10:10 pm Sunday, February 20, 2022 at her home
after a two year battle with cancer. Per her wishes, her body has been cremated.

She was born April 3, 1950, in Springfield, Illinois, a daughter of H. Moulton and Lorena
(Davis) Fulton. She grew up on a farm just outside Ashland, Illinois, where
she attended school, graduating in 1968 from Ashland High School.

Marilyn had two children in her first marriage, Matthew Elliott and Jennifer
(Elliott) Kelly. On August 26, 2001, she married Charles Holmes, who sur-
vives.

After graduating from high school, she was employed by the Illinois State
Police, then later by the Iowa Department of Transportation in Fairfield, and
most recently by her husband in his dental office in Fort Madison.

Marilyn began playing the piano and organ in grade school and continued to play both for
the next 60 years in churches and for special musical productions. She was a volunteer for
many years for various groups and events, including the Fort Madison Community Hospital
Auxiliary, of which she was a member and past president. She was a member and musician of
the First Baptist Church in Fairfield for many years before moving to Fort Madison, where she
was a member and musician of the First Baptist Church, and active with it's Red Hat Ladies
and Thursday Evening Sewing Ministry. She was a member of the Tri State Quilt Guild, the
Bessie Morrison Kings Daughters, and enjoyed baking, bringing home numerous blue ribbons
from the Lee County Fair.

In addition to being survived by her husband, Charles, she is survived by her two children,
Matthew (Stacey) of Phoenix, Arizona and Jennifer (the late Chris Kelly) of Urbandale, Iowa;
three grandchildren: Claire, Grace, and Henry Kelly; two siblings, Stanley (Jeanne) Fulton and
Judy Kaye Fulton, all three of Ashland; two nephews, Dustin (Kristen) Fulton and Cale Fulton
and one niece, Brandi (Ron) Tolley. She is also survived by many friends who valued her
friendship and kindness, and loved ones of the Fulton, Elliott, Kelly, and Holmes families. She
was preceded in death by her parents and son-in-law, Chris Kelly.

Her family will greet friends from 5:00 - 6:00 pm Thursday, February 24, 2022 at the Barr
Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison. A Memorial Service will be held at 10:30 am Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2022 at the First Baptist Church, Fort Madison, with Pastor Dean Graber and her
nephew, Pastor Dustin Fulton, officiating. Interment will immediately follow in the Oakland
Cemetery, Fort Madison, with a luncheon to follow at the First Baptist Family Life Center,
Fort Madison.

Memorials may be made to the Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice or the First Baptist
6Church, Fort Madison. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Holmes family and an
online guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

HOLMES
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MARTHA R. DOHMAN

Martha Rose Dohman, 86, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 1:29 p.m. Friday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2022, at Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice House in West Burlington, Iowa.

She was born on February 7, 1936, on the family farm near Donnellson, Iowa, the
daughter of Benidict and Elizabeth (Menke) Panther. On April 16,

1955, she married Aloysius T. Dohman at St. Johns Catholic Church in
Houghton, Iowa. He preceded her in death on June 30, 2011.

She is survived by thirteen children: Peggy (Warren) Rickleman of
Fort Madison, Iowa, Ted Dohman of West Liberty, Iowa, Dan (Deanna)
Dohman of Kirksville, Missouri, Steve (Renae) Dohman of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa, Paul (Jan) Dohman of West Point, Iowa, Ed (Teresa) Dohman
of West Point, Iowa, Vince Dohman of West Point, Iowa, Teresa (Allen) Wellington
of Fort Madison, Iowa, Patty (Kent) Rubey of Montrose, Iowa, Angie (Jeft) Heald of
Burlington, Iowa, Jenny (Ron) Marshall of Donnellson, Iowa, Tom (Jana) Dohman
of Waukee, Iowa, Jeremy (Julie) Dohman of West Point, Iowa. Also surviving are 23
grandchildren; 6 step grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; 10 step great-grandchil-
dren; 1 great great-grandchild and two sisters: Carol Fullenkamp of West Point and
Rita Steffensmeier of Fort Madison; one sister-in-law: Bertha Panther of Fort Madison,
Towa; one brother-in-law: Norman Parker of Lee Summit, Missouri.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband Al; three brothers: Urban, Albert,
Eugene Panther and three sisters: Mary Winnike, Loretta Blind and Agnes Miller.

Martha was a member of St. Mary’s of the Assumption Catholic Church, Daughters
of Isabella and the West Point American Legion Auxiliary. In her early years she en-
joyed cake decorating, making bread and crossword puzzles. Most of all she loved her
children, grandchildren and laughter.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon, Tuesday, February 22, 2022 at Schmitz Funeral
Home in West Point, where the family will receive friends from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. a
Rosary will be recited at 3:30 p.m. and Christian Wake Service will be held at 5:30 p.m.

A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, February 23 at St.
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point with Father Dan Dorau as
celebrant.

DOHMAN

Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in West Point, Iowa.

Memorials have been established in her memory to Fort Madison Food Pantry or
West Point Fire and Rescue.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.
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Village makes wedding come true

SWARM.- Continued from Page 1 EMPTY neTe}zi?(; X
Buren County School. platform
Jack’s wife, Laurie, was an RN and founded the Van NE ST for the
Buren County Public Health Nursing Service. bride and
One of Jack and Laurie’s daughters, Connie, fol- Bv Curt Swarm groom
lowed in her father’s footsteps and became a Special y to Staﬁld

on when

Education teacher and Guidance Counselor in the
Centerville school.

Jack, always the swimmer, built an enclosed lap
swimming pool at Laurie and his house in Keosauqua
and ingeniously heated both the pool house, that also
contained a garage, and the house with wood. He
swam laps for exercise. Laurie used the pool to find
relief from Parkinson’s and arthritis.

Connie, the daughter, now Connie Steinbach, had
a dream one night. She saw her daughter, Emily, de-
scending the steps of the Hotel Manning in a wedding
dress. Sure enough, when Emily and her fiance, Dan
Swehla, became engaged, Emily wanted to be married
in the Hotel Manning. Grandma Laurie, now 91, and
in poor health, wouldn’t have to travel for the wed-
ding and there would be plenty of room for her wheel
chair.

Well, Emily came down with COVID before the
wedding and lost weight. When she tried on her
wedding dress, two weeks before the wedding, it was
too big and would be too difficult to alter. In a panic,
Emily ordered another wedding dress online and it
came in three days! But it needed to be hemmed.
Christy Daugherty, of Keosauqua, who used to be one
of Grandma Laurie’s caretakers, jumped right on it.
(The original wedding dress is for sale.)

The Hotel Manning, being a hotel, was without a

ecross. The Steinbachs called around and the old Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Milton provided a stand-
alone cross.

they were married. The Hemm brothers of Keosau-
qua, who were handymen for Grandma Laurie since
Grandpa Jack passed away, built the platform. The
platform needed a cover. Another person who had
helped Grandma Laurie, Rita Holdon, made the
cover.

The wedding was to be on Saturday, January 22. On
Wednesday, before the wedding, Grandma Laurie
became congested with pneumonia and CHF and had
to be hospitalized. On Friday she went into Hospice.
But she was determined to go to the wedding. The
hospital and hospice staff rallied—they knew Lau-
rie from when she was a nurse. A wheelchair with
oxygen was provided, and Grandma Laurie made
it to the Hotel Manning for Granddaughter Emily’s
wedding. Whew!

Something old, something new, something bor-
rowed, something blue. Emily, the radiant bride,
wore Grandma Laurie’s necklace, which Mother,
Connie, had also worn at her wedding. For some-
thing blue, Emily said Grandma Laurie was her blue,
because Grandma Laurie was decked out in blue.

Two days later, Grandma Laurie passed away, but
she made it to the wedding, by golly, and it took the
Villages of Van Buren to get her there.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, find him on Facebook, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com, or visit his website at
www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com.

OBITUARIES

WYMOND LODER, JR.

Wymond “Stubby” Loder, Jr, 90, of Fort Madison, IA,
passed away on Thursday, February 17, 2022 at 4:09
PM at the Madison.

He was born on August 18, 1931 in
Brighton, IA to Wymond and Mamie
Pencil Loder, Sr. On August 3, 1958 he
married Eva Sharp in Chicago. Wymond
was a forklift driver for a trucking com-
pany and enjoyed hunting, fishing and
camping.

Survivors include his wife, Eva Lod-
er of Ft. Madison; one daughter, Brenda (Bill Harry)
Wade of West Point , IA; three sons, James Loder of
Iowa City, Randy (Christine) Loder of Batavia, IL and
Brian (Debbie) Loder of Romeoville, IL; nine grand-
children, Aaron (Ashley Reidner) Wade, Amanda
(Clint) Huebner, Joshua (Emma Schau) Wade, Janelle
(John Rodgers) Wade, Drew Loder, David Loder,
Hannah (Jonathan) Seffinga, Emily Loder and Reagan
Loder; eight great grandchildren and his sister, Romelle
Buckley of Picayune, MS. He was preceded in death
by his parents.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory and a celebration of
life will be held at a later date. Online condolences may
be left at www.kinglynk.com.

LODER JR

Subscribe to
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Bloodhounds rally in second half to down Osky

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It
wasn't quite what the 7th-
ranked Bloodhounds wanted
to do with Oskaloosa in the
opening round of Class 3A
boys basketball post season
play.

But a second half surge
and some timely buckets
from senior Reiburn Turn-
bull helped the Hounds roll
to a 70-60 Substate 5 quar-
terfinal win over the Indians
(6-15).

The Bloodhounds will tan-
gle with Clear Creek-Amana
(15-7) in the semifinals
Thursday night in Fort Madi-
son. The winner will advance
to the substate final against
the winner of Marion/Mt.
Pleasant in the top half of
the bracket. That game will
be played in Muscatine next
Monday at 7 p.m. with the
winner punching a ticket to
the state tournament.

The first 12 minutes of the
game had the large Blood-
hound crowd a bit uneasy
as Oskaloosa raced out to a
14-6 first quarter lead. Fort
Madison, who's been battling
illnesses and injuries for the
past two weeks, shot a queasy
3-of-11 from the field in the
first period.

Indian guard Keaton Fla-
herty scored 10 of Oskaloo-
sas first 14 and was helping
keep the Bloodhounds’ press
on its heels with some solid
ball handling.

Fort Madison slipped
behind 13 when Flaherty
scored on his second 3-ball
of the night from the right
wing. Flaherty would rack up
19 in the first half.

Head Coach Ryan Wilson
would call a full time out af-
ter Flaherty’s 3-pointer with
the Bloodhounds down 21-8.
The time out seemed to stop
Osky’s run, but Fort Madison
struggled to gain ground
quickly.

Seniors Dayton Davis and

Fort Colony Restaurant

DAILY SPECIALS

(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Fort Madison’s Dayton Davis puts up a jump
shot over a couple Oskaloosa defenders Mon-
day night in Fort Madison. Davis finished with
28 points on the night which was tied for game
high.

Tate Johnson both scored
inside in a small 4-0 run with
3:17 left in the half. Flaherty

would score again inside.
Matt Hopper would miss on
a short jumper and Oska-

loosa would grab the board,
but Johnson would get a steal
and dish over to Davis who
scored to cut the lead to nine.

David Nelson would score
in transition, sliding through
the Hounds” man press, and
then Fort Madison would
miss three straight from the
field before Davis scored
again off a Johnson assist to
again cut the lead to nine
27-16.

The Hounds took advan-
tage of three personal fouls
in the last 30 seconds and
cut the lead to eight at 29-21
despite a circus shot by the
Indians’ Waylon Bolibaugh,
who threw up a shot as he fell
to the floor off a rebound.

Turnbull’s half court shot
at the buzzer just missed clip-
ping the front of the rim.

The conversation at half-
time centered around this
not being the last game for
the senior-laden squad.

“We came out a little
rough but by the time half
time came around, we knew
we weren't going to lose on
our home court and would
get the win,” Turnbull, who
finished with 16, said after
the game.

Davis said things weren't
happening the way the
Hounds had drawn them up
in the first quarter.

“In the beginning, we
were hoping to come out

EXCLIJI(SIVELY

319-376-5085

www.FullSteamStaffingN).com

strong, and it didn’t end up
happening that way. I wasn't
finishing and we weren't
running our things,” Davis
said. “But at the half we knew
we weren't going to fold. We
didn’t want this to be our
last time playing. We talked
about coming back and it
didn’t matter how much we
were down.”

Davis came alive offen-
sively and the Hounds’ top
perimeter defender, Landes
Williams, put the clamps on
Flaherty, holding him to just
nine points in the second half
and five of those were in the
final minute.

Fort Madison went to a
spread five-out offense and
opened up some lanes to
drive off the dribble, while
giving Davis room to work in
the lane.

Turnbull and Davis scored
the Hounds’ first 10 points of
the second half and Turn-
bull’s scoop on a drive from
the left side cut the lead to
five at 36-31. Osky’s Jacob
Stek buried a 3-pointer from
the right baseline to make
it 39-31, but Flaherty was
whistled for a technical foul
for something said after the
bucket.

Miles Dear hit the front
end of the freebies. Boli-
baugh would score at the
other end for a 41-32 lead,
but Fort Madison would
score four unanswered to
again cut the lead to five on a
floater in the lane from Dear.

The Hounds would get
a stop at the other end and
Davis would score in the
paint and get fouled on Fort
Madison’s next possession.
He would convert the 3-point
play and the Hounds would

See DEAR, page 5
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Johnson, Landes lead Hound D in win

DEAR - Continued from Page 4

be within two at 41-39.

Dear would seal the inbound pass
but would miss the layup that would
have tied the game. Fort Madison’s
defense again came up big in the next
possession. Turnbull would get a steal
and would get fouled. He converted the
freethrows for the first tie of the game
at 41.

Fort Madison would get a stop and
then Dear and Turnbull would both
miss at the other end and the Indians
would get the rebound, but Davis would
get another steal and miss the layup.

Nelson would score as Osky slipped
through the Hounds’ press for an easy
bucket, but Turnbull would score again
inside to knot it up at 43.

Dayton Davis would then score nine
of the the game’s next 14 points, includ-
ing the Hounds’ only 3-ball of the night,
with 6:08 left in the game to give the
Hounds a six-point lead at 51-45.

It was the lowest output of 3-pointers
on the season for the Hounds.

“If you would have told me we would
win with one 3-pointer and I would’ve
been the one to make it, I wouldn't have
believed you,” Davis laughed after the
game.

Fort Madison would pull away from

that point extending their lead to as
many as 12 on a Dear steal and layup in
transition.

Flaherty would try to get the Indians
back in it almost single handedly with
a two-handed stuff and a 3-ball in the
final minute to cut the lead to eight at
69-60, but Davis would score again with
:30 left and the Hounds would be able to
run out the clock for the win.

Wilson said the Hounds had to
change the way they were playing in the
first half.

“We had to make them play our style
of basketball. We had to stop gambling
and giving them free stuff. We just
have to be better disciplined and better
defensively in those situations,” Wilson
said.

Wilson said Turnbull’s game was
timely in the Hounds’ turnaround.

“It’'s weird to watch him play. He’s
crafty and has a way to get to the basket
and finish. He was really doing the little
things and finding little angles today. He
just has a knack for scoring and it's been
an adjustment for him to realize that we
need him to go to the basket,” Wilson
said.

But Wilson said the defensive play of
Johnson and Williams was a key in the

second half.

“Tate and Landes - those are the
guys who don’t score a lot but do a lot.
Landes gets all the credit for holding
(Flaherty) to nine points in the second
half. Every team needs players like Lan-
des and Tate,” Wilson said.

Wilson credited Oskaloosa for com-
ing with the mindset of upsetting the
Hounds.

“We weren't ourselves early on. We
were the nail and they were the ham-
mer, he said.

“Hats off to them and how they came
out, but our guys responded and didn't
just go away.”

Turnbull said the Hounds were in the
opposite position last year trying to up-
set the No. 2 seed. This year the Hounds
were the No. 2 seed.

“Last year we were the seventh seed
playing the two seed, so we knew how
it was to come into this game. We know
what it’s like to play as the seventh seed
and want to upset the No. 2 seed like we
wanted to last year;” he said.

Davis finished with 28 points on the
night. Miles Dear had 18, Tate Johnson
finished with six points, and Phillip
Goldie had a couple freethrows to go
with Turnbull’s 16. Flaherty tied Davis
for game-high scoring honors with 28
for Oskaloosa.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Reiburn Turnbull (3) gets fouled by Oskaloo-
sa’s Waylon Bolibaugh (2) in the second half
as the Hounds rallied past the Indians in Sub-
state 5 quarterfinal action Monday night
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Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation BaE (f31 9) 37/2’ 4040]

YOUR AD HERE

for as little as $50 per month
Call Lee at 319.371.4125

or email classifieds(@pencitycurrent.com

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

D FARM BUREAU
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a

10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.

Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com
Life won't always go as

planned. That’s why there’s
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmiis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed
inMA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensedin NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

oo StateFarm’

1728
Keokuk IA 52632

2001574

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Fit.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

29

?D. § ; Posters -Art

g §% Flyers S'upp'lles

o Prlptlng

3 Office

@ Vinyl Banners Furniture

Trifold Brochures

621 Avenue G 319.312.2121

Fort Madison, IA doddnrinting.com

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING RREAS!

General Insects
Termites

Mice
Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential wwww.cullenpest.com

Commercial

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

Advertise in a

Lee (319)371.4125 « Chuck (319)371.1670

brand new way.



https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.capeair.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP

WANTED

JOURNEYMAN
LINEMAN

The West Point Municipal
Utility System has an imme-
diate opening for a Journey
Line Mechanic. Applicants
must have a strong journey-
man rating and must be able
to perform all duties with re-
gard to overhead and under-
ground electric line construc-
tion.

Must be willing and capable
to work on water distribution
maintenance and repair and
to be or become Grade 1 wa-
ter distribution certified.

Must live or be willing to live
within 15 minutes of West
Point, comply with on-call re-
quirements and possess and
comply with lowa CDL regu-
lations.

We offer a comprehensive
benefit plan including health
and dental coverage, plus
IPERS retirement. Pre-em-
ployment physical and drug
screening will be required.

Send a confidential
resume to
West Point Utility System
313 5th Street
P.O. Box 69
West Point, 1A. 52656
orto

cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com

No phone calls. please

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Mount Pleasant
City Council will meet in
Regular Session Wednes-
day, February 23, 2022,
at City Hall, 307 E. Mon-
roe Street, second floor
meeting room at 5:30
p.m.

AGENDA
1. Roll Call.

2. Consent Agenda: To
the Public — All items with

HELP

WANTED

We're Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

an asterisk (*) are routine
by the City Council and
will be enacted by one
motion and a roll call of
the Council-members.
There will be no sepa-
rate discussion of items
unless the Mayor, a
Councilmember or citizen
so request, in which event
the item will be removed
from the Consent Agenda
and will be considered in
its normal sequence on
the Agenda.

3. Receive & file com-
munications- communica-
tions regarding item 8a.

4. Approve agenda.

*5. Approve minutes of
previous meetings.

*6. Approve payment of
bills.

*7. Receive reports of
Officers.

8. Old Business-

a) Motion to remove
item tabled from February
9, 2022 meeting to uphold
Steven Dykstra’s January
13, 2022 removal from his

EXCLl;SIVELY

319-376-5085

www.FullSteamStaffingN).com

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.

Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

319.385.2000

Steffes Group, Inc.

| SteffesGroup.com

2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Iv\’r. Pleasant, |A 52641

position of police officer
by the Police Chief and
City Council and motion
to uphold Steven Dyks-
tra’s January 13, 2022 re-
moval from his position of
police officer by the Police
Chief and City Council.

b) Public hearing to
adopt Amendment No. 2
to Mount Pleasant Urban
Revitalization Plan.

c) Resolution adopting
Amendment No. 2 to the
Mount Pleasant Urban
Revitalization Plan.

d) 5:30 p.m. public
hearing on proposed FYE
2023 proposed maximum
levy request.

e) Resolution authoriz-
ing the City to set max-
imum budget dollar for
FYE 2023 budget.

* g) Renewal applica-
tion of a Class E Liquor,
Class C Beer, Class B
Wine and Sunday Sales
Permit for Hy-Vee Food
Store #1433, 1700 E.
Washington Street.

9. New Business-

a) Resolution approving
the ADA Transition Plan.

b) 1st reading of
proposed ordinance on
no parking on W. Pearl
Street.

c) Motion to approve an
Encroachment Permit at
110 N Jefferson.

d) Motion to approve an
Encroachment Permit at

404/406 N. Lincoln Street
(Mount Pleasant Commu-
nity Schools)

e) Motion to approve
Mayoral Appointment to
Board of Adjustment.

10. Public Forum.

11. Adjourn to meet in
adjourned session on
Monday, March 7, 2022,
at 5:30 p.m.

The average person is on their device
3+ hours per day.

Reuach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Scotts MiracleGro in Ft. Madison has

2 new opportunities on our
Maintenance Team!

controls.

Starting pay of $30.65 per hour
Scheduled hours include a rotation of 1st & 2nd shift

Electrician/Mechanic

Some things youw’ll do in this role:
o Program, repair and maintain programmable logic controller (PLC) systems used within a
industrial high speed packaging plant
o Perform detailed mechanical and/or instrumentation/electrical troubleshooting, repair
and preventative maintenance duties on plant process, utility, and packaging equipment.
o Perform multi-discipline maintenance and/or electrical work. Maintain equipment docu-
mentation for all equipment and revise per modifications.

What you’ll need to be successful:
« High School Diploma or Equivalent
« PLC technician /Electrical educational courses
« 5to 7 years in electrical maintenance field preferably in a manufacturing setting
o In depth mechanical/electrical aptitude, schematic reading/interpretation

Maintenance Mechanic
Some things youw’ll do in this role:
« Troubleshoots production machinery and equipment for electrical and mechanical mal-
functions. Assists in the teardown and rebuild of machines.
o Performs scheduled preventive maintenance tasks and periodic inspections on production
machinery and equipment. Lubricates and cleans parts. Adjusts devices positions and

« Troubleshoots mechanical failures. Repairs or places defective parts. Dismantles devices
to gain access to and remove defective parts. Installs parts into devices. Starts devices to
determine their performance.

What you’ll need to be successful:

« High School Diploma or Equivalent
3-5 years maintenance experience in a manufacturing environment.
Must have basic computer skills, hydraulics and pneumatics aptitude.
Must read and interpret Hydraulic, Pneumatic and Electrical schematics.
Mechanical troubleshooting skills, electrical troubleshooting skills.

For full job descriptions and more information on these
and other opportunities visit us at www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers



mailto:cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.SteffesGroup.com
https://www.facebook.com/FSSNJLLC/
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
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From the Front

Fort Madison wrestlers represent well on, off mat

WRESTLING - Continued from Page 1

her and made her high school bearable, and for that
they are both considered treasures to Lee and I.

Derek messaged me last week and said he was sitting
at a desk and Kelsey popped into his head - it brought
a smile to his face. The message couldn’t have come

at a better time and I think was ushered in by angels
because about 30 minutes before then I left this poor
woman on the phone at the Iowa Medical Board wish-
ing she had another job.

The board reported to me that they had denied any
disciplinary action against the pulmonary hyperten-
sion specialist who sent Kelsey home with an improv-
ing diagnosis, against the recommendation - just six
hours earlier - of the ER staft and cardiology team at
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, that Kelsey
be admitted as her PH was worsening. That was three
weeks before she died.

I left this woman angry and frustrated, not nearly as
much as I was, and then I pitched a fit and threw some
things around the room, stomped and screamed a little
bit. Then I called the director of the IMB and did the
same thing to him.

But here’s the thing with that. It accomplished noth-
ing. But I had no choice. It just came out.

I witness similar, albeit different, exhaustive passion
from wrestlers at Wells Fargo each year. It never fails
that someone who loses one of these gut checks, will
go down the halls screaming and yelling and throwing
chairs, slamming things, yelling - but it’s understood.
They put everything into that weekend, some upwards
of a dozen years.

But as I put in a post after Fort Madison’s Ike Thacher
and Daniel Sokolik were both eliminated on Thursday,
these Bloodhounds are a little different. I typically give
them a few minutes after their final matches of the day
before I chase them down for an interview.

These two boys were the epitome of what Fort Madi-
sons athletic programs have become. They were poised
and mature in their comments. They sat face-to-face
with me and talked about what they didn’t do right and
what the future holds for them. If I you don't see this
happening in Fort Madison, you're just not looking
hard enough.

Senior Jakob McGowan won his first match over the
6th-ranked wrestler in the state Thursday, and then
moved to the quarterfinals on Friday where he lost
both matches and was eliminated before getting to the
podium.

After searching for McGowan and Smith after the
match, I tracked them down outside on the way to the
van as they headed back to their hotel. There I found a
group of coaches and wrestlers who were accepting of
the results and moving on.

McGowan had a smile on his face as he walked back
hooded up to the van working his cellphone. There’s
little doubt he left everything on the mat and his body
language showed his confidence in that. All three of the
boys did.

There were no fits. There were no tears evident.

This was a group of boys and coaches who once again
prepared for the best in the state and, even though they
don’t get a medal around their neck, they are clearly
proud of their efforts.

If the social media traffic following our posts on the
weekend’s events is any indication, this community is

once again proud of their efforts as well.

It’s a culture of accomplishment that runs deeper
than any other in FMHS history. The names hang on
the wall in the wrestling room. Ike Thacher said that is
his motivation - to join those names on the wall. And
as just a sophomore who blamed himself for not being
mentally prepared, I'd take the odds today, he returns in
12 months.

Daniel Sokolik said he was going to come back as a
heavyweight. He has to put on about 25 pounds and he
said he didn’t want to “come back fat” so he would work
hard to put the weight on the right way. And if you
don’t know Sokolik, get to know him. He’s one of the
genuinely happiest kids on the earth. A kid who values,
and getting every drop out of life, is someone always on
my radar.

These boys, moments away from having their season
ended, were already in a state of mind of preparation,
and not blame or anger.

Looking back at my behavior with the Iowa Medical
Board, these boys taught me a little something about
myself. I still believe there is something wrong with a
board so sanitary in their investigation that all my fam-
ily gets after close to a year of investigation is a simple
statement that there will be no discipline.

It’s doctors protecting doctors, and attorneys who feel
that the slide rule determining risk and reward doesn’t
measure up for my daughter. Of course it’s a tough bat-
tle, but nothing compared to what she faced.

It’s a rough weekend for sure and my impatience with
God is only outweighed by the heartbreak I feel for my
wife. There’s something about watching these boys deal
with adversity, obviously not even close to being on the
same level, but still - it makes me smile a little.

As long as we produce Pen City Current we'll make
the trip, even if we leave a day early because a winter
squall is on the way. These kids work hard, balance,
learn, and grow. They deserve that coverage.

I thank them for providing a unique and needed dis-
traction during a tough time. That’s a gift that will keep
on giving... but that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is the editor and co-owner of Pen
City Current, and can be reached at charles.v@pencity-
current.com.

Automated Breast Ultrasound (ABUS) has been
shown to improve breast cancer detection by 35.7%

in women with dense breast tissue.

Ask your
primary care
provider if
ABUS, in
addition to
mammography,
would be
beneficial to
you.

{. Southeast lowa
\ Reg |On0| MEDICAL CENTER

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, A
52627

Tony@tawins.com

>


https://www.greatriverhealth.org/
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
mailto:charles.v@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:charles.v@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/submissions/
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From the Front

County approves EMS premium pay program

PAY - Continued from Page 1

ger. That sacrifice will be in cars and the equipment
that goes into them.” Weber said.

Chairman Matt Pflug said he had given it a lot of
thought even though he didn’t vote yes on the 10%
increase.

“I've had a few calls on it and basically people are
saying, ‘Where does this thing stop?}” he said. “I
know your officers are going up and down the road
and they are at risk. There’s no doubt about it.”

Fedler said he’s had phone calls and private con-
versations around the raises, but he hears the same
thing.

“Once you pass it, it’s not going away next year. It’s
not like your buying an item and that’s it. This will
continue on year after year. They were not happy with
the amount of increase.”

Fedler say he understands inflation is high, but said
in comparison he can find bacon and hamburger on
sale.

“I'm a frugal shopper and I'll look for bargains to
hold my costs down. When I think of that and the
10% to the majority of the public I represent — they
weren’t happy with it”

Weber said it was his goal with the budget this year
to get his staff to $25 an hour for jail staff and $30/
hour for deputies.

“I'm going to appeal to you again. It’s 5% that we
found again in our budget. We don’t pad our budget.
These are things that we do need, but my staff under-
stands and theyre willing to get by on less to get that
extra 5%, he said.

Weber said when he first approached the board
with his budget, he said this was the year of the em-
ployee.

“I don’t just say that. I mean that. We gotta walk

the walk. I don’t just talk the talk,” he said.

“I cannot strongly suggest this enough to you. I
know it’s just 5% but it means a lot to my staff. It’s
a nod to them. It’s an appreciation and it’s going to
keep staff here”

Weber said it costs $180,000 to train a new deputy,
and it’s cheaper to pay them more than to hire and
train them.

He also said there are other departments around
the state watching on zoom to see what the county is
going to do with wages because it’s that competitive.

Fedler told Weber the 10% increase was a huge
increase and next year Weber won't be able to keep
those budget cuts in the department. Weber said his
message to the staft is this is how it gets funded and
those behaviors that yielded the savings this year
would continue.

The motion to approve the extra 5% was passed 3-1
with Fedler being the dissenting vote.

In an unrelated issue the county also approved a
Lee County EMS premium pay policy that will com-
pensate non-exempt staff at double time and a half
for hard to fill shifts.

EMS administration designates open, hard to fill
shifts no earlier than 48 hours prior to the start of the
shift and lets all employees know at the same time.
Then employees can notify either Director Dennis

Cosby or Director of Operations Jason Dinwiddie
that they are willing to pick up the shifts.

The move comes after Cosby informed the board
two weeks ago that staffing was at a critical state.

In other action, the board:

eapproved 4-0, the purchase of three pieces of
equipment for secondary roads including a motor-
grader, wheel loader, and excavator from Caterpillar
at a cost of $726,395. Caterpillar offered a 3.7% total
discount on the equipment if the county purchased
all three pieces. Caterpillar’s bid was $893 over the
bid of John Deere for the three pieces without the
discount.

«approved 4-0, the 10% increase in wages under the
administrative personnel contracts.

sapproved 4-0, to lift leave time requirements for
county staff.

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor

614 9th St

Fort Madison, |A 52627-
2808

319-669-1041

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING



https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.capeair.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com

COME AND MEET GRADUATES OF GETTING AHEAD IN A JUST GETTIN BY

WORLD

® TALK WITH GRADUATES AND LEARN WHAT THE PROGRAM HAS DONE FOR THEM
® SEE WHAT GETTING AHEAD IN A JUST GETTIN BY WORLD CAN DO FOR YOU
® [LEARNHOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1101 BLONDEAU
KEOKUK

6-8 PM

Refreshments will be served




Lee County K9 Association and FMPD

Hy-Vee Chili Supper

Support your local Lee County K9
g Unit and FMPD by enjoying a
8/ wonderful chili supper

¢ February 24th S
¢ 4:00-7:00 W
e Fort Madison Ny-¥ee

Free Will Donation!
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