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New School House owner

PLANS:  Options with gymnasium and possible garages in the works

Support now 
needed for 
Middle East 
veterans

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A man known to most for his com-
fort food and cold beer now has a hefty stake in real estate 
in Fort Madison.

Chase Gibb, the owner of the Buffalo61 Bar and Grille in 
Fort Madison purchased School House Apartments in the 
1800 block of Avenue F from Todd Schneider several weeks 
ago.

Gibb said he and Schneider came to terms fairly quickly 
on a $2.2 million purchase agreement.

He closed on some Burlington properties at the year’s end, 
but had been talking with Schneider about the Fort Mad-
ison apartments since October on a tip from a real estate 
agent.

“It’s an impressive building, but it wasn’t a traditional real 
estate transaction because there were so many grants and 
tax credits involved in how Schneider funded the project,” 
Gibb said.

Schneider used historic tax credits to refurbish the former 

Parent elementary groups bringing back annual carnival

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort 

Madison Lincoln Elementary and 
Richardson parent teacher groups 
are once again putting on their an-
nual carnival fundraiser in April.

The events were cancelled in 
previous years due to the pandemic, 
but will take place again this year at 
Fort Madison High School on April 
2.

Organizers have planned more 
than 25 games including 10 new 
games with prizes sponsored by 
local businesses. A Candy Crush 
Walk is a new addition and a take 
on the traditional Cake Walk, which 
is also being planned. Candy prizes 

In restaurants or public places he sits in 
a corner with his back to the wall, close to a 
window, where he can see the door in case he 
needs to escape.  He does not carry a weapon 
because he knows he would use it.  His name 
is Patrick James Hogan.  His many friends 
call him PJ.  He’s 75 years young, from Ft. 
Madison and a Vietnam Veteran. 

He grew up on a farm southeast of Niota, 
IL.  When he received his draft notice in 
1966, being a “draft dodger,” he joined the 
Marines (Ha!).  He doesn’t know if Vietnam 
was right or wrong.  He enlisted to fulfill his 
military obligation and serve his country.  
That’s it.

The Marines put him into Aviation.  There 
was a sign-up sheet for door gunners.  PJ put 
his name on it.  However, on leave, he read in 
the Ft. Madison’s Daily Democrat about one 
of his friends who was a door gunner and 
was killed.  Back on base, there was a second 
sign-up sheet for door gunners.  If you put 
your name on it the second time, you would 
be a door gunner.  PJ did not put his name 
there a second time, and he’s glad he didn’t.  
Of the 40 who did, only seven came back 
alive.  His friend may have saved his life.

PJ was put into hydraulics and pneumatics.  
When he arrived in Da Nang there was a 
rocket attack.  It scared him badly.  But there 
were so many rocket attacks, they became 
more of a nuisance.  

He almost shot a South Vietnamese 
citizen.  The citizen had scaled the fence on 
the perimeter of the base and was stepping 
off the distance to one of the buildings.  PJ 
ordered him to stop.  The Vietnamese was 
scared because he knew PJ was scared.  The 
citizen was taken away and questioned.  The 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Chase Gibb is the new owner of School House Apartments in Fort Madison. Gibb, shown here in the “tun-
nels” underneath the former Middle School, purchased the historical apartment complex from previous 
owner Todd Schneider for $2.2 million.

See SCHOOL, page 10

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 30 Mar .......................................................... Heavy Rain, 63º F/ 39º F
THU 31 Mar.......................................................................Snow, 40º F/ 32º F
FRI 01 Apr............................................................Partly Cloudy, 50º F/ 29º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/28 .......................................... 13 31 34 35 37, Lucky Ball: 3
PICK 3 03/28 MIDDAY ..................................................................................... 2 4 2
PICK 3 03/28 EVENING .................................................................................. 5 2 7
PICK 4 03/28 MIDDAY .................................................................................9 4 3 2
PICK 4 03/28 EVENING ...............................................................................6 2 7 9
POWERBALL 03/28 ............................ 11 18 39 58 62, Powerball: 3 Power Play: 2

See CARNIVAL, page 4

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See SWARM, page 3

FUNDRAISER:  Carnival 
planned for Saturday 
from 1-3:30 at FMHS

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://DiscoverTheForest.org
http://JDRF.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current


2 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Obituaries

Pen City Current, www.PenCityCurrent.com, and Pen e–Saver are products 
of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Monday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
charles.v@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
lee.v@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2022 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

OBITUARIES

JAMES B. McCARTY
James B. McCarty, 92, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 7:58 p.m. Friday, 

March 25, 2022, at River Hills Village in Keokuk, Iowa.
Born on May 11, 1929, in Keokuk, Iowa, the son of Bryan and Catherine (Hart-

weg) McCarty. On January 25, 1951, at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church, in 
Nauvoo, Illinois, he married Annabelle Boyles.

Survivors include his wife: Annabelle of Nauvoo, Illinois; sons: James Edward 
McCarty, Bryan Douglas (Janie) McCarty,  both of Colorado; three grandsons; one 
granddaughter; many great-great grandchildren and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother: Jack McCarty; two sisters: 
Judy Boyer and Sally Dietrick.

Jim was a 1947 graduate of Nauvoo High School. He retired from the Nauvoo 
Blue Cheese Company with over fifty years of service. He was a United States 
Army veteran and a member of the Nauvoo American 
Legion. Jim was an avid Chicago Cubs, Chicago Bears and 
Fighting Illini fan.

His body has been entrusted to the crematory of 
Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home for cremation. Per 
his wishes there will be no services held.

Memorials may be made to Saint Jude’s Children’s Hospital or Paralyzed Veter-
ans of America and mailed to the Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home, P.O. Box 
201, Nauvoo, Illinois 62354.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.sbbfuneralhome.com. 
Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

OBITUARIES

KAREN S. LINQUIST
Karen Sue Linquist, 74, of Keokuk, IA died Sunday, March 27, 2022 at Blessing Hos-

pital in Quincy, IL.
She was born February 11, 1948 in Keokuk, IA the daughter of Robert and Lillian 

Louise Bell Simpson.  Karen graduated from Keokuk High School with 
the class of 1966.

On March 27, 1967 Karen was united in marriage to Leland E. Lin-
quist in Quincy, IL.  He preceded her in death on August 3, 2019.

Karen had been employed at Kmart and Eagle Summit, both in Ke-
okuk.

Karen loved to read and especially loved reading Amish stories and 
Deb McCombers and Danielle Steele novels.   Karen enjoyed doing 

embroidery work. She was an avid Bingo player and kept her mind sharp by work-
ing puzzle books and loved a good game of cards and always played to win.  She also 
enjoyed watching soap operas, westerns and gameshows on television.  Karen loved to 
meet her friends at McDonalds and visit over a cup of coffee

She is survived by two daughters, Kandie White (J.D.) of Keokuk and Robin Bay 
(Carl) of Kahoka, MO, one son, Kevin Linquist (Whitney) of Cedar Rapids, IA her 
mother, Lillian “Louise” Hickey of Hamilton, IL, four grandchildren, Whitney Wag-
aman (Corey), Megan Flemon (Trai), Daniel Brotherton (Samantha) and Maddox  and 
six great-grandchildren, Cameron, Charlotte, Coryn, Wrenley, Arwen and Jet.  She 
is also survived by four brothers, Kenneth Simpson (Barb) of Columbia, MO, David 
Simpson of Columbia, MO, Bryan Simpson (Sara) of Columbia, MO and Rick Allen 
(Teresa) of Keokuk, one sister, Lynn Hickey of Hamilton, IL and several nieces and 
nephews. Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her father and step-
father, John “Bud” Hickey.

A gathering of remembrance will be held from 4-6 p.m., Wednesday, at the Vigen 
Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA with family meeting with friends at that time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

LINDQUIST

JANET L. BLANCHARD
Janet Lee Blanchard, 52, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 8:27 a.m. Monday, 

March 28, 2022 at her home.
Janet was born on December 15, 1969 in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, the daughter of 

Martin and Christine (Chesley) Daly.
Janet was a multi-sport athlete in the Special Olympics. She looked forward to 

participating every year and proudly won many medals throughout her life. She  was 
employed by Target and Denny’s. She would often be called upon at work as a sign 
language interpreter. 

She was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Nauvoo.
Janet is survived by her parents Martin and Christine of Nauvoo; one sister: Sandi 

of Phoenix, Arizona and two nephews: Nathan and Eli. 
Cremation has been entrusted to Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nau-

voo.
A memorial service will be held at 4:00 p.m. Thursday, April 7, 2022 at the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 308 N. Durphy St., Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 (2 
blocks north of the Temple).

A memorial fund has been established for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Humanitarian Fund. To leave a tribute for the family, please visit Janet’s obitu-
ary at sbbfuneralhome.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.TAWIns.com
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://sbbfuneralhome.com
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From the Front/Letters to the Editor

ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW
320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you 
the compensation 

you deserve.

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

Huffman Welding & Manufacturing recently donated modified dog kennel panels valued at just 
under $1000 to the Fort Madison Police Department for use with their new K9 officer “Norik”.  
Huffman’s is proud to support Fort Madison Police. Pictured are Jason Huffman, Sgt. Greg 
Warosch, and “Norik”.

Photo courtesy Huffman Welding & Mfg.Huffman K9 donation 

next day he was back on base raking sand.  PJ saw oth-
er South Vietnamese citizens stepping off distances to 
buildings.  One of those buildings was hit by a rocket.  The 
South Vietnamese were selling coordinates to the enemy.   

PJ occasionally saw a truck roll by with two-maybe-
three aluminum caskets with dead soldiers.  A couple of 
times there were two trucks full of caskets.  The building 
was near by where the caskets were stored.  He could smell 
formaldehyde.  He got used to that also.

He’s the only Marine you will ever meet who never rode 
in a helicopter.  He saw a helicopter come in once laden 
with bodies.  The helicopter caught on a trip wire, crashed 
and rolled up like a cigar.  There were bodies everywhere.  

PJ didn’t realize how much stress he was under until he 
went home on leave.  He was standing beside his brother 
who was 13 years older than him.  In the mirror, PJ looked 
to be 10 years older than his brother.     

Back on base, a friend told him to look over toward 
China Beach—the most beautiful beach in the world, 
according to PJ.  There was a bright colored explosion, the 
sound wave hit them, they could see the rocket going up, 
and then it disappeared.  That was when the rocket was 
coming right at them.  “Incoming!”

Back home after discharge, PJ was not accepted into 
organizations like the VFW because WW II vets didn’t 
consider him a “real veteran.”  Now they want him because 
the WW II Vets are dying off.  PJ says, “Nope.” 

He spent 30 days in a drug and alcohol treatment center 
in Burlington.  He’s been sober over 30 years now.  He was 
happily married, but his wife died.  Like many Vietnam 
Veterans, PJ is reclusive.  He lives in town, but there is a 
chain link fence on both sides of his house. 

58,000 soldiers died in Vietnam, and more died by 
suicide after the war.  It’s worse for returning Middle East 
Veterans.  22 are now dying per day, by suicide!  PJ feels it 
is because of a lack of decompression time for returning 
veterans.  They’re in a war zone one day, 48 hours later 
they’re on the street and supposed to be functioning nor-
mal.  It is not the Vietnam Vet that needs help and support 
now, PJ says, it is the Middle East Veterans.

Vietnam Veteran’s Day is Tuesday, March 29, (the date 
of withdrawal from Vietnam).  Support and honor your 
veteran whether they be SE Asia Veterans, Middle East or 
wherever.  Don’t pamper them.  Respect them.      

Have a good story?  Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleas-
ant at 319-217-0526, find him on Facebook, email him at 
curtswarm@yahoo.com, or visit his website at www.empty-
nest-words-photos-and-frames.com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Lack of decompression 
hitting veterans

Dear Editor - 

Education is a hot topic 
in Iowa. The idea of taking 
up to 50% of per student 
income away from public 
schools and awarding it 
to private entities is not a 
popular opinion. 

The Legislature had the 
opportunity to truly invest 
in the Iowa Public School 
system this year, instead 
they chose to award cor-
porations with tax breaks.  
Then to really emphasize 
their distaste for our public 
educators they are refram-
ing the concept of vouchers 
to ‘educational savings 
accounts’ thinking it will 
soften the blow.  We are not 
fooled!

Thankfully the attempts 

to criminalize librarians 
and placing cameras in 
classrooms has already been 
defeated.   I cringe at what 
else might be in store for 
our schools if change is not 
made, not just locally but 
across the state. 

Let’s talk a bit more about 
education. Today at the 
Legislative Luncheon,  when 
Senator Reichman was 
asked about the education 
initiatives, aka vouchers,  
coming out of the Repub-
lican held legislature he 
proceeded to cite the alleged 
755 kids who dropped out 
of the Des Moines public 
school system. I am sure 
you are just as confused as I 
was.  I believe he was trying 
to imply that a voucher 
aka educational savings 

account,  would somehow 
solve that dilemma for the 
Des Moines Public School 
(DMPS)system. Although,  
I am not sure how. 

As a side note the DMPS 
reports the dropout rate has 
hit an all-time low at just 
3.38%.   So is it a problem or 
not? Again an explanation 
will be required as to how 
the vouchers are supposed 
to make this number lower. 
Beside educational research 
indicates when you remove 
socioeconomic factors 
“There was also no evidence 
to suggest that low-in-
come children or children 
enrolled in urban schools 
benefited more from private 
school enrollment”.

By the way, the the 
combined drop out rate for 

Fort Madison and Keokuk 
public schools (https://edu-
cateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/
documents/DR712_2021_
District.xlsx) is 6.1%.  A 
targeted approach would 
benefit Lee County more 
then worrying about 
vouchers.  Perhaps investing 
in our schools with more 
teachers, teacher assistants, 
social workers and mental 
health support would make 
a significant impact for 
our youth and reduce this 
alarming number. By in-
vesting I mean funding. We 
cannot expect miracles out 
of educators who are under-
funded and understaffed. 

Rebecca Bowker
Candidate for House 

District 100

Letter to the Editor - Reichman needs to explain voucher data

https://airchoiceone.com/
https://pothitakislaw.com/
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/DR712_2021_District.xlsx
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/DR712_2021_District.xlsx
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/DR712_2021_District.xlsx
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/DR712_2021_District.xlsx
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From the Front/Business News

www.DrMarkDDS.com

THANK YOU
We are grateful for the opportunity to care

for your family’s oral health
& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

We are now accepting
new patients.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP
Ft. Madison East

(319) 372-3614
Ft. Madison West

(319) 372-4882
West Burlington

(319) 753-2515
New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

are allergy friendly.
Lee County Conservation, Iowa State University Extension, and Case-New 

Holland are all planning to have booths and games set up for kids.
Clowns will be on hand making balloon animals and the high school ro-

botics team is setting up a demonstration. Fort Madison Firefighters and Lee 
County EMS plan on bringing in trucks for kids to see, if they are available.

Concessions will also be available.
An auction fundraiser, hosted by Fraise Auctions, in conjunction with the 

carnival will be held online with bidding starting April 1 and closing April 8. 
A preview of auction items will be available at the carnival, along with assis-
tance helping set up an account with Fraise’s online bidding site.

Items for auction include classroom projects from both elementaries, items 
donated from area businesses and community including gift certificates, 
rodeo tickets, local restaurant certificates, golf outings, firepits and movie 
passes.

The event is still in need of volunteers, and anyone who is interested in 
helping can sign up at the link below.   Lincoln PTG/Richardson PTO: FM 
Elementary School Carnival (signupgenius.com).

This year’s carnival sponsors include the following: Menke & Co.; Commu-
nity Heating & Cooling; Pilot Grove Savings Bank; Connection Bank; Truck 
Repair; State Farm; Riverside Nutrition; Iowa Fertilizer Co.; Group Benefit 
Partners; Johnson Trucking; King-Lynk Funeral Home; Carl A. Nelson Co.; 
Casey’s; Hy-Vee; and Fareway.

CARNIVAL - Continued from Page 1

Online auction by Fraise’s 
set for PTG/PTO event

One of the new games that will be part of this weekend’s Richardson  
PTO/Lincoln PTG Elementary School Carnival gets a test. The event 
is being held Saturday from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Fort Madison High 
School.

Courtesy photo

BURLINGTON –Cel-
ebrate the kick off to the 
season in Downtown 
Burlington with the Spring 
Open House on Sunday, 
April 3, 10 AM- 4PM.

 There will be amazing 
new merchandise, spe-
cials and check out Spring 
trends in your favor-
ite shops! Eateries and 
drinkeries will have new 
menu items and drinks for 
sipping that you will want 
to check out!

 You won’t want to miss 
Downtown Burlington’s 
kick-off to Spring! Register 
to win $500 in Downtown 

Dollars at participating 
businesses.

 Participating businesses 
include:

•Art Center of Burlington
•Burlington Bent River 

Brewing Company
•Burlington By The Book
•Burlington Vintage & 

Co.
•Corked 101
•CSky Boutique
•Drake Hardware & 

Software
•Gypsi On Jefferson
•Jerilyn Horn Kitchen & 

Bath Design Co. LLC.
•Little Brown Duck
•LOFT Market

•Myrtle Vera’s Hallmark
•NANA & ME
•Natural Inspirations
•Nature’s Corner, Inc.
•Original Cyns
•Port of Burlington Wel-

come Center
•Red Screen Door
•Stitch ‘n Smile
•The Beancounter Coffee-

house & Drinkery
•The Collective Food 

Hub
•The Som
•Thyme & Spice Com-

pany
•Traces Boutique
•Wake N Bake Breakfast 

Co.

Downtown Burlington businesses 
hosting Spring kick-off Sunday

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/FSSNJLLC/?epik=dj0yJnU9LW5zQktVMUprVllvem45SHQ4MWpqY1dYUE1zdlNBNW4mcD0wJm49amJSNFRFZW1ZV1JVZjhJY3l0TXpPUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2aEFR
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/submissions/
http://www.jdrf.org
http://signupgenius.com
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when paid in full during the month of Marchwhen paid in full during the month of March

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Tents & Accessories

on your tent rental
SAVE 20%

E
D

S
-5

4
22

F
-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

614 9th St 
Fort Madison, IA 52627-
2808 
319-669-1041

Rhoer, DiPrima lead the way for Hounds at Falcon Relays

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST BURLINGTON – The Fort Madison Bloodhounds took 3rd place in the A 
Division at the annual Falcon Relays.

Fort Madison got first place finishes from Mikey DiPrima in the high jump at 5’8”, 
John Cottrell in the 1600-meter run, the 800 sprint medley relay team, and Ma-
cayden Rhoer in the 400 hurdles.

Cottrell edged Mt. Pleasant’s Nathan McWilliams in the 1600 with a 5:19.12 just 
.7 seconds ahead of the Panther. The Hounds’ Hayden Wolfe took fifth place in the 
event at 5:32.91.

The Sprint Medley team of Tate Settles, Tate Johnson, Hayden Segoviano, and 
Andrew Schaefer was a full 2.5 seconds in front at 1:40.31. Washington was second 
at 1:42.87. The Hounds’ time was the fastest in both divisions. New London’s Boden 
Pickle, Joel Lacy, Reean Seberg, and Rylan Martin ran a 1:41.15.

In the Distance Medley, Fort Madison’s Teague Smith, Lamar Dayton, Dane Butler, 
and Cottrell took second place with a 4:04.82 behind Washington’s 4:00.79. New 
London’s Seberg, Jordan Sharp, Kade Benjamin, and Alex Julian had the fastest time 
of the day at 4:00.47.

Rhoer’s 1:01.48 was tops in Division A 400 hurdles, a full 3.6 seconds in front of 
West Burlington-Notre Dame’s Gediyon Boal’s 1:05.04. Winfield-Mt. Union’s Gabriel 
Hemsworth had the fastest time of the day at 1:01.29.

Johnson had the second fastest 100 meter dash with an 11.31 behind Washington’s 
Elijah Morris’ 11.19. Settles had the second fastest Bloodhound run at 12.18, good 
enough for eighth place overall.

Central Lee’s 4×200 relay team of Tommy Eschman, Brayden Wyrick, Grant 
Myhre, and Jayven Thurmond took 2nd place in the B Division with a 1:40.96. 
Eschman took third in the 100-meter dash at 11.97 in the B Division and 3rd in the 
long jump at 19’3”.

Rhoer captured 3rd in the 110 hurdles at 17.70. Caden Barnes took third in the 
shotput with a throw of 42’11.25”.

Complete results can be found at www.falconrelays.com.

Central Lee’s Jayven Thurmond steps across the line at 27.81 in the 
200-meter dash at the Falcon Relays Monday night. At far right is the 
Hawks’ Shane Barnhardt.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The Bloodhounds’ 
Macaden Rhoer 
clears a hurdle in the 
final heat of the 110 
high hurdles Monday 
night at Bill Nelson 
Field in West Burl-
ington. Fort Madison 
took 3rd place in the 
A Division and was 
sixth overall in the 
second outdoor event 
of the season.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FALCON RELAYS

Central Lee 6th in B Division:  Eschman third in 100-me-
ter dash and long jump for Hawks

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/tony-fullenkamp
http://DiscoverTheForest.org
http://www.falconrelays.com
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

• Industry competitive wage
• Safe driving bonus twice per year
• Weekly direct deposit of payroll
• All miles paid the same, empty or 

loaded
• Company assisted health insurance
• Holiday pay
• Vacation pay
• Prepass scale transponders
• Clean inspection bonus
• Passenger program
• Pet program
• Monthly cell phone reimbursement
• Simple IRA with company match

TRUCK DRIVERS
WANTED

• Valid Class A CDL with Tanker 
Endorsement

• Minimum Age of 23 Years Old
• 2 Years Verifiable Safe Driving 

Experience
• Clean Driving Record 

We offer

You need

$2000
Sign-On
BONUS

$1000
Referral
BONUS

Apply
Now!
Click 
here.

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF MOUNT 

PLEASANT
SPECIAL MEETING 

NOTICE
MARCH 30, 2022

3:45 P.M.

The Mount Pleasant 
City Council will meet in 
Special Session Wednes-
day, March 30th, 2022, at 
City Hall, 307 E. Monroe 
Street, City Hall Confer-
ence Room at 3:45 p.m.

A G E N D A

1. Roll Call
2. Approve agenda.
3. Old Business-
a) Resolution ordering 

bids, approving plans and 
specifications, and setting 
date for public hearing on 
Madison Street.

4. Public Forum.
5. Adjourn to meet on 

Wednesday, April 13th, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
February 28, 2022

The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors met at the 
Lee County Administrative 

Building in Fort Madison 
on Monday, February 28, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Matt Pflug, 
Garry Seyb, Ron Fedler 
and Rich Harlow. Present 
electronically was Rick 
Larkin.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Harlow, 
to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried.

At 10:01 a.m. Pflug 
opened a Public Hearing 
for comments on the pro-
posed Maximum Tax Levy 
for FY23. There were no 
public comments received 
prior to the hearing and 
no public comments 
during the hearing. At 
10:06 a.m., a motion was 
made by Harlow, second-
ed by Seyb, to close the 
Public Hearing. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Harlow, to ap-
prove Resolution #2022-
56. Roll call: Seyb-aye, 
Harlow-aye, Fedler-aye, 
Larkin-aye and Pflug-aye.

Resolution #2022 - 56

MAXIMUM PROPERTY 
TAX DOLLARS

WHEREAS, the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-

sors have considered the 
proposed FY22/23 county 
maximum property tax 
dollars for both General 
County Services and Ru-
ral County Services, and

WHEREAS, a notice 
concerning the proposed 
county maximum property 
tax dollars was published 
as required and posted 
on county web site and/or 
social media accounts if 
applicable,

WHEREAS, a public 
hearing concerning the 
proposed county maxi-
mum property tax dollars 
was held on February 28, 
2022,

NOW THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED by 
the Board of Supervi-
sors of Lee County that 
the maximum property 
tax dollars for General 
County Services and 
Rural County Services for 
FY22/23 shall not exceed 
the following:

• General County Ser-
vices: $12,076,016; an 
increase of 11.21% from 
the prior year

• Rural County Ser-
vices: $2,125,085; an 
increase of 2.00% from 
the prior year

Passed and adopted 
this 28th day of February.

Lee County Board 
of Supervisors /s/ Matt 

Pflug, Chairman; /s/ Garry 
Seyb, Vice-Chair; /s/ Ron 
Fedler, Member and /s/ 
Rich Harlow, Member. 
Attest: /s/ Denise Fraise, 
Auditor. Motion carried.

Public Input-Sheriff 
Stacy Weber asked the 
Board if they would sup-
port looking into passing 
an ordinance concerning 
illegal dog breeding in 
Lee County.

Pflug opened bids for 
the North Courthouse 
Tuck Point Project. 
There were 4 bids. E&H 
Restoration, Daven-
port, $189,698.00; T&T 
Tuckpointing, Stockton, 
$167,570.00; Bi-State 
Masonry, Rock Island, 
Illinois, $162,845.00 
and Innovative Mason-
ry, Mission, Kansas, 
$237,396.85.

Dennis Fraise and 
Dana Millard gave the 
Board an update on 
what’s going on with Lee 
County Economic Devel-
opment.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve filling a Second-
ary Roads Maintenance 
Worker II open positions. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve a Parking Lot 
Usage Agreement with 
Pen City Cruisers. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
approve a transfer from 
fulltime to part-time for 
Louann Bruster, EMT, 
rate of pay unchanged 

at $20.16/hr., effective 
3/3/22, a new hire for 
EMS, Nicholas Dool-
ey, Paramedic, $20.16/
hr., effective 2/28/22 
and a transfer for Lisa 
Henshaw, from a Legal 
Secretary in the County 
Attorney’s Office $19.36/
hr. to an Administrative 
Assistant in the Sheriff’s 
Office $21.42/hr., effective 
3/15/22. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve the Tuesday, 
February 22, 2022 Board 
minutes. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Fedler, to 
approve the payment of 
claims. Motion carried.

Committee Reports: 
Seyb reported on an 
Economic Development 
Board meeting, a presen-
tation on Old Pilot Grove 
Cemetery, the Assessor’s 
Conference Board and 
the Emergency Manage-
ment Commission meet-
ing. Harlow and Pflug also 
attended the Assessor’s 
and Emergency Manage-
ment Commission meet-
ings. Larkin reported on a 
Workforce Development 
Board meeting.

At 11:00 a.m. a motion 
was made by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
adjourn. Motion carried. 
The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, March 7, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Matt Pflug, Chairman
Attest: Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor

Claims paid

February 28, 2022

Nxt Deg Comm, svs
.............................. 181.08
ABC Fire, svs ........ 686.80
A Abueg, svs ......... 150.00
Agriland FS, fuel ... 805.07
Alliant Enrgy, svs
............................ 1535.78
Barr Mem Chpl, svs
............................ 1200.00
N Booten, exps ....... 15.79
Brozene Hydrlc, svs
.............................. 975.63
CenturyLink, svs ..... 92.00
City Tractor, svs .....117.05
CJ Cooper, svs ....... 35.00
H Curtis, svs ........... 22.60
Democrat Co, publ.. 32.33
Dly Gate City, publ .. 32.33
DjngGrvsPrnty, svs
............................ 1200.00
Dodd Prtg, splys ..... 23.70
Drake Hdwr, svs ... 709.00
FM Hsng Auth, svs
............................ 1547.35
FM Water, svs ..... 3884.33
L Gatton, rent ........ 300.00
N Granaman, svs
............................ 1356.52
Grt Prairie AEA, svs
.............................. 347.00
Hrtrcks Lmbr, svs ...... 3.98
M Hellige, exps ..... 669.93
Huffman Wldng, svs
.............................. 857.76
J Huling, exps ....... 160.45
HyVee, splys ....... 1599.39
ICAP, ins ............... 271.00
Ideal Rdy Mix, mtrl
............................ 1505.76
Ilmberger Entrp, rent
.............................. 300.00
Interiors/Philip, splys
................................ 28.00
IA Off/St ME, svs
............................ 6246.67
ISAC, reg .............. 190.00
Jireh Inc, svs......... 254.76
Keo Hospital, rx .... 897.91

https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://www.johnsontruckline.com/index.php/job-openings
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• 13 Company Paid Holidays annually (Including 2 paid 
days off for Independence Day, 2 paid days off for 
Thanksgiving and 3 paid days off for Christmas!)

• 12 Vacation Days annually
• 401k match above associate contribution
• Medical/Dental/Vision 
• And more!

We’re really proud of our Total Health Programs that offer 
Wellness Incentives that can reduce your monthly insur-
ance premiums by up to $110 each for yourself and your 
covered Spouse/Domestic Partner, enhanced Sick Time 
Benefits,expanded Parental Leave and so much more.

Scotts MiracleGro in Ft. Madison has
new opportunities to join their team!

For full job descriptions and more information on these and other 
opportunities visit us at www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

Machine Operators $20.00 per hour

Forklift Operators $22.25 per hour

Available Positions

Benefits Package Includes

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing 
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts.. 
To be considered for employment, you must be 
flexible to work any shift, Saturdays and Sun-
days as required and at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma. 

Please visit
conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Multiple full-time positions available as well.

Visit the website for additional details.

Summer Job Opportunity
Pay is $17.00 per hour

PUBLIC NOTICES
Rvrfrnt Brdctg, publ
.............................. 200.00
Keo Water, svs ..... 680.98
King-Lynk Fnrl, svs
.............................. 695.00
G Knisley, exps ..... 199.80
Learning Tree, svs
.............................1195.49
LeeCo Adtr, CtrlPur
............................ 7579.89
LeeCo Hlth, svs
.......................... 12623.02
LeeCo Treas, pstg
............................ 1200.00
Liberty Util, gas ....... 21.77
Lincare Inc, splys
............................ 4494.39
Lynch Dallas, svs .. 181.50
McFarlands, splys
.............................. 355.90
MidAm Enrgy, gas
............................ 5134.97
Mohrfeld Elect, svs
............................ 4200.00
Newberry, svs ..... 7595.00
OMG MW, svs .... 9316.20
Optum Rx, splys
............................ 1020.68
Powell/Son, svs .... 675.00
Prairie Farms, splys
.............................. 335.20
Proforma, splys..... 488.89
Quill Corp, splys ..... 73.25
Rathbun Wtr, svs ...112.00
RSM US, svs ........ 735.00
SIACC, svs ........... 217.18
SIADSA, svs ..... 10240.00
Sidwell Co, svs ... 2976.86
Solutions, svs ....... 143.75
P Spkrmr, exps ....... 15.96
L Stone, edu ......... 100.00
Univ IA Grant, svs
.............................. 243.29
VB Co Hosp, svs
.......................... 10360.01
Verizon, svs .......... 159.39
Vigen Mmrl, svs .. 1200.00
West Grp, splys .... 821.00
R Wilkens, svs ...... 147.00
Yng Hse Fmly, svs
............................ 1446.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
Minutes for the

Lee County
Conservation Board 

Meeting 
March 8, 2022 

Lee County
Conservation Center 

2652 Hwy61 
Montrose, IA 52639 

Board President, Tom 
Pollpeter, stated that he 
would be handing the 
meeting over to Vice 
President, Liza Alton, due 
a medical release.

1. Called to Order at 
4:02 p.m.

Roll Call: Present: 
Alton, Pollpeter, Moore, 
Patrick; Not Present: 
VanPelt 

Staff Present: Huebner, 
Veihl, Pawling, Oldfield, 
Risser, Schreur, Steele 
Supervisor: Rich Harlow

2. Approval of Minutes 
from February 28, 2022

Motion by Moore to 
approve the February 8, 
2022 minutes

2nd: Patrick
Motion Carried
3. Public Input
Maddie Wellman, a 

student at Central Lee 
High School and active 
4H Club member, shared 
her childhood and recent 
memories at Denning 
Conservation Area. She 
was concerned that the 
park was going to be re-
moved. Mellissa Peitz, a 
Lee County citizen, spoke 
on the recent article about 
the LCCB’s plan to contin-
ue forward with the dem-
olition with the house and 
outbuildings on the north 

side of the property. She 
felt her and others voices 
were not heard in a previ-
ous Board meeting. She 
also shared her concern 
about the Board’s meet-
ing time of 4 p.m. and 
about the LCCB’s lack of 
knowledge of the Eleanor 
Denning Trust and how 
the Board intends to use 
these funds. 

Gail Thompson, mayor 
of Houghton, asked what 
happed to Eleanor Den-
ning’s memorial dona-
tions. Huebner responded 
that she looked into this 
and the total was less 
than $500 and was put 
into the conservation fund 
for future maintenance for 
the Denning Property- the 
same for the approxi-
mately $17,000 received 
from the Denning estate. 
Thompson also asked 
what happened to items 
from the barns, such as 
antique tools and wagons. 
The Board responded 
that the current renter/El-
eanor’s former caretaker 
took ownership of many 
of those items and was 
given a lengthy amount of 
time to remove what he 
wished to keep. The LCC 
staff recently removed 
the two wagons, so they 
would not be a part of the 
demo. 

Kennedy Wellman, 
a Central Lee Student, 
stated that she was new 
to this issue and asked 
why this was happening. 
The Board explained the 

issue and that the play-
ground was never slated 
for removal. This was a 
misunderstanding. The 
playground would only be 
removed after its lifetime 
was met (many years 
from now). 

Huebner swore that no 
one currently or former-
ly on the LCC Board or 
staff knew of the recently 
signed over Denning 
Trust for the maintenance 
of the playground be-
cause a private citizen 
was the trustee and 
signed it over to the LCC 
during Huebner’s first few 
weeks of employment. 

Diana LeGrand called in 
with her concerns about 
the Denning property and 
the usage of the money 
from the farm rent. 

The Board thanked 
everyone for their input.

4. Approval of Bills
Motion by Pollpeter to 

approve the bills
2nd: Patrick
Motion Carried
5. Approval of Financial 

Report
Motion by Pollpeter 

to approve the financial 
report

2nd: Moore 
Motion Carried
6. West Point 8th Street 

Trail Discussion - Joe 
Loving

Joe Loving, of West 
Point, requested a right-
of-way for the city of West 
Point to beautify and 
reconstruct a 10 foot path 
connecting the West Point 

8th Street trail to LCC’s 
Pollmiller trail. 120 feet of 
this trail would fall on LCC 
property. Huebner asked 
about the timing of this 
project. 

Loving responded that 
West Point would plan 
to complete this project 
in conjunction with the 
LCC’s reconstruction of 
their Pollmiller trail. 

The Board was in favor 
of allowing the city of 
West Point access to this 
portion of land for the trail 
reconstruction. 

A resolution will be read 

at the next Board meeting 
on this matter. 

Loving also mentioned 
that the group interest-
ed in having a disc golf 
course between South 
Park and Pollmiller Park 
is ready to get going on 
this project. 

Alton stated the Board 
would welcome a revisit 
of this project idea.

7. Denning Playground 
Discussion

Huebner recommended 
that the Board not rush 
into making changes to 
the Land Management 

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.conagrabrands.com/Careers
https://www.leecountyedg.com/openings
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$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

conagrabrands.com/careers

• Starting pay $19.32/hr
• Advance to $21.01/hr within 12 months
• Advance to $23.28/hr within 30 months
• Potential to earn $25.71/hr and more with advancement
• 3% annual pay increases
• $.45 2nd shift pay differential and $.65 3rd shift pay differential
• $175 Company Contribution to pension from date of hire
• 3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested
• Blue Cross Blue Shield PPO starting at $25.83 per weekly pay-

roll deduction
• Plus Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

HIRING
We Are

NOW WITH EVEN GREATER PAY & BENEFITS!
Production Technicians

SALARIED POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE
Process Engineer – 1st shift • Quality Specialist – 1st or 2nd shift

Sanitation Team Leader – 3rd shift • Controls System Specialist – 1st shift
Production Team Leader – 3rd shift

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 224261W

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $32.29/hr.) and a 
Comprehensive Benefits 

Package
General Operators work a 
12-hour rotating schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
https://careers.dupont.com

Under Search Jobs:
Enter job #224261W or 

Refine your search by City 
(Fort Madison) 
for information

and requirements
   

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

PART-TIME
ASSISTANT

Lee County Commission 
of Veterans Affairs

(LCCVA)

The LCCVA is looking to 
hire a part time assistant to 
the Administrator. Expected 
hours of work would be 20 
hours per month. The select-
ed candidate would assist 
with general office help, as-
sist veterans and their fami-
lies with County level assis-
tance, and help coordinate 
scheduling rides for veterans 
with VA van. Selected candi-
date can plan on starting July 
5, 2022. Anyone filling this 
position will be an employee 
of Lee County with salary 
and benefits commensurate 
to current County policy. 
Starting wage is $15.00 hr.

Duties include but are not re-
stricted to: Computer skills, 
an ability to communicate 
with tact and understanding, 
must have a valid Iowa driv-
ers license, must pass drug/
alcohol screen, must be a 
US citizen, must reside or be 
willing to locate to Lee Coun-
ty and is subject to a post-of-
fer pre-employment physical. 
Veterans will be given prefer-
ence but all candidates will 
be considered. Applications 
may be picked up at the Lee 
County Auditor’s Office or 
downloaded from the coun-
ty website – www.leecounty.
org . We will begin taking 
applications at the Auditor’s 
Office on April 1, 2022 until 
3:00 p.m. April 29,2022. For 
further information, call the 
Lee County Auditor at 319-
372-3705 ext.4 or the LCCVA 
Chair at 319-470-9434. Lee 
County is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer. 

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP WANTED

HELP
WANTED

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

PUBLIC NOTICES
Agreement with the IDNR 
before fully understanding 
the recently signed over 
Eleanor Denning Trust. 
The Board is not ready 
to go with the suggested 
verbiage change from the 
IDNR. 

Pollpeter asked Hueb-
ner if all of the financial in-
formation on the Eleanor 
Denning trust had been 
turned over to her yet. 
Huebner stated that not 
all of this information has 
been received yet. She 
has been with working 
with the county attorney 
on this matter. She will 
release a press release 
once she had a full 
understanding of these 
finances.

8.Discuss and Take 
Possible Action on Den-
ning Barns

Pollpeter clarified that 
this discussion would be 
about the two barns on 
the north side of the Den-
ning Property. Huebner 
asked if the Board had 
a chance to review the 
letter from NRC. She also 
spoke on the importance 
of LCC’s good relation-
ship with the NRC and 

IDNR 
Patrick shared a state-

ment about the in-depth 
research he had done on 
the Denning Property to 
get a better understand-
ing of what the Denning’s 
true intentions with this 
property, which gave him 
a greater perspective. 
He concluded that the 
Denning’s would have 
liked the north side of the 
property to be returned to 
wildlife habitat for hunting 
and for the South side 
to be for the park. After 
spending hours research-
ing the barns and receiv-
ing expert input on them, 
he found that the barns 
had no value other than 
sentimental, and to take 
them down rebuild one 
of the barns could cost 
$30,000-$100,000. He 
also believes the DNR is 
not going against Elea-
nor’s wishes by tearing 
down the barns because 
she wanted this side of 
the property to be re-
turned to wildlife habitat 
for hunting and left no 
fund dedicated to the 
barns maintenance. He 
reiterated that while every 

has their own opinions on 
what they believe Eleanor 
would have wanted, he 
took it as his responsibil-
ity to research the facts 
to higher standard, rather 
than just running on opin-
ions. Patrick apologized 
for acting impulsively due 
to his love of old barns, 
without doing justice to 
Eleanor and trying to un-
derstand what her bigger 
picture was. 

Alton and Pollpeter 
thanked Patrick for shar-
ing his statement. 

Huebner stated that to 
have another organization 
in to remove and rebuild 
the barns would be a 
large liability to the county 
according to the county 
attorney. 

Citizens restated 
concerns about a lack of 
maintenance on the Den-
ning Property and where 
the funds for the farm 
rental goes. 

Huebner stated these 
funds are put into the 
LCCB trust fund, which 
goes into maintaining 
the Denning Property, 
including the demo work 
currently being complet-

ed, and other conserva-
tion areas. 

Huebner also stated the 
LCCB has no intention of 
removing the playground 
Denning and never would 
have until the playground 
met its lifetime. The LCC 
staff are coming up with 
a volunteer and better 
maintenance plan for 
Denning beginning this 
spring. 

Alton stated that now 
that the Board has full 
clarity on this property. 
They wish to put in the 
work to improve the barn 
on the south side of the 
property. 

The current contract 
with C.C.S. of Keokuk 
would be the cheapest 
option to remove the 
barns. The Board had a 
discussion on whether 
this would be the right 
path to move forward on. 
Moore asked the public 
if they would be able to 
come up with the funding 
to take down and rebuild 
the barns. The members 
of the public did not feel 
confident that they could. 

Pollpeter motioned to 
continue with the Denning 
demolition contract with 

C.C.S. to remove the two 
barns on the north side of 
the property.

2nd: Patrick 
AYES: Pollpeter, Pat-

rick, Alton, NAYS: Moore, 
ABSENT: VanPelt

Motion passed 3-1
9. Cooperative Prairie 

Seed Plot Agreement
Veihl explained a 

potential cooperative 
agreement for the LCCB 
and IDNR to produce 
prairie seed plots. Veihl 
stated that Pawling came 
to her with idea, and they 
agreed it would be an 
excellent volunteer oppor-
tunity that would benefit 
both the LCCB and IDNR 
with prairie seeds. LCC 
would responsible for 
planting the seedlings, 
watering and weeding the 
plants, and harvesting 
the seeds. IDNR would 
provide the seedlings and 
weed barrier fabric and 
would process the seeds. 
LCC would receive back 
50% of the amount har-
vested as a mix of prairie 
seed to plant. 

The Board was excited 
for this new opportunity. 
The agreement will be on 
the next Board agenda 

for approval to begin this 
spring.

10. Review and Ap-
prove Campground Host 
Contracts

Applications were 
received from Kayla 
Schleidt for Pollmiller, 
James Shupe for Chat-
field, and Pam Patrick 
for Wilson Lake. All have 
served as campground 
hosts in the past and 
done an excellent job. 

Jim Patrick abstained 
from voting on this item 
do to a personal conflict 
of interest. 

Motion by Pollpeter 
to approve the camp-
ground host contracts 
for Schleidt, Shupe, and 
Patrick 

2nd: Moore 
Motion Carried
11. Staff and Director 

Reports
Steele gave the edu-

cation report, highlighting 
reaching nearly 1,000 
contacts through school 
programs. The LCC staff 
also assisted in judging 
four area school science 
fairs this past month. 

Oldfield gave his report, 
including routine main-
tenance and highlighting 
the field staff’s work on 
new boat docks. Pawling 
reported that currently 
fertilizer costs are 300% 
higher than last year, 
and will more than likely 
increase. Due to this, 
less sunflower fields will 
be planted this year than 
originally planned. Other 
food plots with be planted 
in place of them. Sunflow-
ers fields are planned for 
Denning Conservation 
Area and North Heron 
Bend/North Winds Con-
servation Area. 

Huebner gave her 
director report, which 
highlighted making prog-
ress on the island project 
with various meetings, 
setting up a youth fishing 
clinic at Chatfield Park 
with a local angler group, 
continuing the Chatfield 

https://www.fullsteamstaffingnj.com/
https://www.conagrabrands.com/Careers
https://careers.dupont.com
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
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Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
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Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

playground fund raiser, 
and working on updating 
the strategic plan for the 
next 6 months.

12. Board Member 
Comments

Moore spoke on a 
concern about the de-

terioration of the small 
shelter house at Chat-
field. Pawling responded 
that he had the shingles 
and will plan for repair 
this spring. Moore was 
also concerned about the 
large amount of trees at 

Chatfield that beavers 
have been working on. 
Pawling responded that 
trapping season is over, 
so this issue may not be 
able to be addressed 
immediately. 

Alton spoke on a 

concern about where a 
handicapped parking sign 
is placed at Wilson Lake 
Park. Pawling responding 
that the staff is planning 
on moving the sign to 
its correct spot once dirt 
work is completed in the 

area.
13. Adjournment
Motion by Patrick to 

adjourn at 5:38 p.m.
2nd: Pollpeter 
Motion Carried
Board met in workshop 

after the meeting for a 

public presentation from 
Shive-Hattery on the Poll-
miller Park plans.

Liza Alton, LCCB 
Vice-President

Caroline Veihl, LCCB 
Secretary

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

PUBLIC NOTICES

Lee County Floral LLC

319-470-8611 • Donnellson

Lee County Floral LLC

Fresh Flowers • Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays • Plants

Remembrance Arrangements

www.LeeCountyFloral.com • Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com
Click this ad to visit us on

Beautiful, Fresh-Cut Flowers
Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Say I’m Thinking of You with‘

Delivering to all of Lee County

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/leecountyfloralLLC/
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Touching the Community with CareTouching the Community with Care

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds • Farm • Crop 
Health • Life • Disability

Proud to Provide  Exceptional Service and Professional Excellence Since 1963

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointmentwww.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

Fort Madison Middle School, as well as took advantage of some energy credits 
when he had solar panels installed on the roof of the building and the carports to 
help offset utility costs.

“There were a lot of hoops we had to jump through with the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority because there are still five years of regulations and rules I 
have to follow as far as renting the apartments to people who meet income thresh-
olds,” Gibb said.

Gibb said he has property managers who handle the day-to-day operations and 
considers himself more of an investor.

“I started investing in real estate about 10 years ago. I didn’t discuss it a lot be-
cause it’s passive income for me. I’m a big believer in diversifying investments. And 
what I’ve learned over time is, and I love the restaurant business, but you have to be 
very hands on in that game and I can do that now,” he said.

“But in 10 years I don’t know if that’s something I’ll still want to be as heavily 
involved in.”

Gibb said real estate was more of a hobby in the past and was fun, but now he 
can take the returns on that initial hobby, and become more ingrained in the mar-
ket.

He said right now he has about 90 apartments in Fort Madison and Burlington 
and has other opportunities in the works, especially in Fort Madison.

“I read all the time and pay attention to what’s going on in Fort Madison, even 
though I live in Burlington,” he said.

“I’ve been impressed with the way the city of Fort Madison is trying to grow. The 
marina, the projects downtown, and the mayor saying he wants to bring 1,000 peo-
ple to grow the population. When you see other people locally investing in their 
community like that, it makes you feel safe investing in that community, too.”

Gibb said the School House Apartments are fully leased with a waiting list. But 
he doesn’t know what he will do with the gym.

He said he may let it sit for a while, but he wants to look at possibilities with oth-
er groups in the community that could use the facility.

‘The floor’s still good, everything’s in good shape and there’s some historical tax 
credits that might be available to develop this for the community,” he said.

“I could just rip everything out and build storage units for the tenants. I could do 
that. But these chairs are still comfortable, the stage is in good shape. I just think 
there’s a use for this, I’m just not sure what that looks like yet. I don’t need to make 
money off this, but what could I do to help with Fort Madison’s growth plans.”

He said groups like Old Fort Players could be someone he would like to connect 
with, or non-profits to use the large space.

“Here you go. Keep it nice, do something nice with it, and I will lease it to you for 
$1 a year as long as you don’t disturb a tenant.”

He said there will be some improvements made to the exterior and some clean 
up.

Gibb said he’d like to improve on the exterior lighting and would like to eventual-
ly put some garages on the property, but wants the construction to fit the historical 
character of the building. He may pull the tennis courts and basketball courts out 
to add the space for garages.

“I don’t want to create an eyesore so we’ll want to keep it looking nice for the 
neighbors.”

He also said he wants to offer occasional tours of the tunnels in the basement. 
There is a series of low tunnels that move through the basements and around the 
base of the building that a lot of people haven’t been able to experience yet.

“Everybody wants to see the tunnels. I’ve heard the stories. It’s really kind of neat 
and there’s still a lot of stuff stored down there.”

But with the apartments completely leased out and a waiting list for additional 
tenants, Gibb is turning his sights on additional real estate ventures in the commu-
nity, and what that looks like only he knows.

SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1

City’s growth attracted real estate investment

DES MOINES – The Iowa Departments of Public Health (IDPH) and Human Ser-
vices (DHS) are one step closer to becoming a single agency. Today the Departments 
released the final change package and functional organizational chart. This serves as 
the roadmap to bring together both agencies under a single leadership structure. The 
goal of this work is to strengthen coordination amongst existing services and provide 
more comprehensive services to all Iowans. This will also allow us to gain efficiencies 
and better leverage resources to reinvest in our system. There are no plans for layoffs 
or to discontinue existing programs or services.

This work is the culmination of nearly two years of meetings with IDPH and DHS 
staff, local public health, community partners, stakeholders, and the public to gather 
feedback on how to establish a unified health and human services agency to better 
support all Iowans. These conversations resulted in a prioritized set of recommenda-
tions on how the agencies can work together to align programs and services. These 
recommendations are outlined in the final change package published today here. 

This includes a functional organizational chart that outlines the major functions 
of the combined agency. Leveraging the resources, tools, and specialized expertise 
in both departments will allow us to better focus on overall population health and 
community wellbeing for all Iowans. The goal is to establish a true health and human 
services system that address the full continuum from prevention to intervention.

IDPH, DHS close to merging operations

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
https://www.FullenkampIns.com


PREVENT
CHILDHOOD
SEXUAL
ABUSE
TRAINING- 
 STEWARDS OF CHILDREN

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T -   V E N I S S A - W H I T E @ U I O W A . E D U

FREE DINNER & CHILD
CARE FOR  PARENTS 
 WHO RSVP BY4/20 
ALL RSVPS WILL BE ENTERED 

TO WIN A $50 GAS CARD

APRIL 21ST
5:30-8:00 

@  
MADISON
BAPTIST  

Funded by
Children First 

 of Lee and
Van Buren

County

Scan Me! 



WEST POINT FIRE & RESCUE

Saturday, April 2, 2022
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

To Go Only, No Dine In
Watch for Signs

Menu:
Pork Loin, Cheesy Potatoes

& Green Beans

No need to get out, as you pull
up to the West Point Fire Station,
the firefighters will place
your meals in your vehicle!

Free Will Donation
Proceeds go towards

purchasing life saving equipment

Por Loin Dinner
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