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‘Pickleballers’ get $50K County  EMS 
stands to lose 
$400K in 
state funds 

EMS FUNDING

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld 
has put a bullseye on the city’s deteriorating downtown side-
walks and curbs.

At Tuesday’s regular city council meeting Mohrfeld put the 
item in front of the council for discussion without action.

 “I always have a saying that if you don’t put a bullseye on 
the wall, you’re never going to hit a bullseye,” Mohrfeld said. 
“This is to set the bullseye on the renovation of the downtown 

sidewalks and streets.”
He said the initial discussions shouldn’t include 

funding, but focus more on who the stakeholders 
will be and what the project could look like.

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker said the city 
should take a progressive approach to the prob-
lem like they are with the marina project.

“It’s my strong belief that we really need to 
invest in our downtown. That investment looks like new side-

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Chamber rolls out schedule for upcoming holiday events
FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison 

Area Chamber of Commerce is gear-
ing up for a busy kick off to the holiday 
season! Here’s a run-down of Holiday 
Happenings over the next few weeks. 

November 19th – Come downtown 
Fort Madison for the 11th Annual Fort 

Madison Wine & Beer Walk from 5-8 
pm. Participants can sample local wines, 
beers and spirits from over 20 locations. 
For a complete list of participating 
vendors and merchants, please visit the 
Fort Madison Partners Facebook Page.  
Glasses can be purchased at the Fort 

Madison Partners office at 614 7th Street 
for $15, thanks to our sponsor Menke & 
Company.

November 25th – The Fort Madison 
Community Thanksgiving Commit-

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A 
group looking to build 
six pickleball courts at 
Victory Park in Fort 
Madison got a $50,000 
boost from city coffers 
Tuesday night.

The Fort Madison 
Pickleball Association 
requested the money as 
part of what the group 
anticipates will be a 
$250,000 project.

The city has already 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

Phyllis Porter addresses the Fort Madison City Council Tuesday night regarding 
a $50,000 funding request for pickleball courts in Victory Park. The council ap-
proved the funding contingent on other funding sources to complete the project.

See DOWNTOWN, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 17 Nov .............................................................. Light Rain, 60º F/ 42º F
THU 18 Nov ....................................................... Clear and Cool, 42º F/ 31º F
FRI 19 Nov ................................................. Overcast and Cool, 45º F/ 30º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 11/15 ................................................5 12 14 28 34, Lucky Ball: 3
PICK 3 11/15 MIDDAY .......................................................................................4 7 0
PICK 3 11/15 EVENING ......................................................................................4 4 1
PICK 4 11/15 MIDDAY ....................................................................................2 6 3 4
PICK 4 11/15 EVENING ..................................................................................9 9 3 2
POWERBALL 11/15 ............................. 5 31 34 51 53, Powerball: 23, Power Play: 2

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A failure on the part 
of the former Lee County EMS operators 
to provide timely documentation to Lee 
County officials could result in a heavy loss 
of potential reimbursements 
to the county.

At Monday’s Lee Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
meeting, supervisors were 
disappointed that the family 
that owned the former Lee 
County EMS ambulance 
service hadn’t responded to requests for in-
formation that could have helped the county 
recoup some of that funding.

The county was hoping to get infor-
mation in under a deadline for the state 
Department of Human Service’s Ground 
Emergency Medical Transport program that 
reimburses for Medicaid services that carry 
a low federal rate.

The Ground Emergency Medical Trans-
portation (GEMT) Program is a voluntary 
program that allows publicly owned or 
operated emergency ground ambulance 
transportation providers to receive supple-
mental payments that cover the difference 
between a provider’s actual costs per GEMT 
transport and the Medicaid base payment, 
mileage, and other sources of reimburse-
ment.

Lee County Supervisor Garry Seyb said 
the county still doesn’t have the deeds for 
the buildings that were part of the purchase 
agreement, in addition to billable infor-
mation needed by the state to determine 

See COURTS, page 4

City gives 
funds plus in-
kind support 
to project

Council wants movement on downtown sidewalk ideas
SEYB

County cites former 
owners’ delay turning 
over documentation

See FUNDS, page 8

SIDEWALK TALK

MOHRFELD

See EVENTS, page 4
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Reserve Your Turkey Now
Call Sonny’s Super Market to reserve your Thanksgiving turkey

and pick it up THAWED so it doesn’t take up room in the fridge.
(You need that for other things!)

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

Place your order by November 20th, 2021 to ensure on-time delivery.

Arnold Leo Sholl Jr., 60 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died November 15, 2021 at 
his home. 

No formal services are planned.  Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the 
Sholl family and an online guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.
com.

OBITUARIES

ARNOLD L. SHOLL, JR.

Valera Ann Septer, 80, of Bonaparte, Iowa, passed away at 6:25 a.m. Monday, No-
vember 15, 2021, at Mississippi Valley in Keokuk, Iowa.

She was born on June 1, 1941, in Gult, Missouri, the daughter of 
Wayne and Valera E. (Hebing) Septer.

Survivors include her three children: Debra (Ronald) Fischer of 
Kirksville, Missouri, Mark (Tina) Nordyke of New London, Iowa and 
Christine (Kurk) Goetz of Springtown, Texas; seven grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
A private family service will be held.
A memorial has been established in her memory for Harness Cemetery.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

VALERA A. SEPTER

SEPTER

OBITUARIES

Margie Elizabeth (Fraise) Young, 91, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away Monday, 
November 15, 2021 at 10:59 p.m. at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical 
Center in Fort Madison.

Born on September 26, 1930 the daughter of Stacey and Marie 
(Merschbrock) Fraise in West Point, Iowa. On November 12, 1949 she 
married Albert Ray Young at Saint Mary the Assumption Catholic 
Church in West Point. He preceded her in death on August 22, 2015.

She is survived by three daughters: Linda (Mike) Parker of Rome, 
Iowa, Barb (Dan) Schmitz of Olathe, Kansas, Patty (Mike) Haigh of 

Nauvoo, Illinois; 10 grandchildren and 23 great grandchildren; two sisters: Karen 
(Eldon) Ripperger of Burlington, Iowa, Janice (John) Ripperger of Burlington, Iowa 
and one brother Carroll (Dorothy) Fraise of West Point, Iowa.

She is preceded in death by her husband and her son Michael on January 1, 2016.
Margie was a member of Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church of Nauvoo. She was 

employed at Flora Thums of Niota, Illinois, IRC of Burlington, Iowa, Methode of 
Carthage and Riverview Supper Club. She was an avid reader, loved flowers and 
birds. Most of all she enjoyed her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

The family will meet with friends from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. on Monday, November 
22, 2021 at the Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo.

The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, November 22, 
2021at Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo with Father Thomas Szydlick as 
celebrant.

Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery in West Point, Iowa.
A memorial has been established in her memory to Nauvoo Fire & Rescue.
Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements. 

On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

MARGIE E. (FRAISE) YOUNG

YOUNG

Place your ad online 24/7

DES MOINES -- A federal district court 
judge in Alabama ruled on Monday in favor 
of 13 states suing the Biden Administration 
over an unclear provision of the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) that attempts to 
prohibit states from cutting taxes.  

The State of Iowa joined the lawsuit in 
March, which challenges a provision of 
ARPA that prevents states from using ARPA 
funds to “directly or indirectly” offset tax 
cuts. The court found that Congress ex-
ceeded its authority by attaching vague and 
ambiguous conditions on receipt of the 
ARPA funds. 

 The court wrote in part:  
“The language of the Tax Mandate makes 

it impossible for States to make an informed 
choice about the costs of receiving ARPA 
funds because it is impossible to know how 

to exercise taxing authority without putting 
ARPA funds at risk. Money is fungible, 
meaning ‘of such a nature that one part or 
quantity may be replaced by another equal 
part or quantity in paying a debt or settling 
an account’ or ‘capable of mutual substitu-
tion: interchangeable.’ Thus, any ARPA funds 
the Plaintiff States receive could be viewed as 
indirectly offsetting any reduction in net tax 
revenue from a change in state law or policy.” 

 “This is a major victory for the State of 
Iowa and Iowa taxpayers,” said Gov. Reyn-
olds. “The Biden Administration was trying 
to punish fiscally responsible states like Iowa, 
which has a record budget surplus, and that’s 
why we took legal action. With this ruling, 
Biden’s Administration can’t keep us from 
cutting taxes and I look forward to doing just 
that.”  

Judge enjoins ARPA tax cut provision 

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri,
& West-Central Illinois for 58 years

Auto • Home • Health
Business • Life • Farm • Crop

Looking for Stability?

We have a long track record with the companies
we represent, including:

• Nationwide –58 years
• IMT Insurance – 47 years

• Progressive – 37 years
• United Fire Group – 37 years

• Continental Western Group – 37 years
• Auto Owners Insurance – 16 years

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 11 or by appointment

Make Your Move
to Fullenkamp Insurance

today!

pulled the former tennis surfaces off the courts at the 
park unveiling a lot of patching and sealing and dead 
spots.

Councilwoman Donna Amandus, who is helping 
spearhead the pickleball effort, said the surface is 
dead and can’t be saved.

Phyllis Porter, who was speaking to the council on 
behalf of the group, said the project will basically have 
to start from scratch.

“We’ve researched some grants that could be possi-
ble to help us as well. But most of those grants want to 
know what’s been invested in the project,” Porter said.

The group has raised about $12,000 for the project 
including $8,500 in the past week.

“We’re gonna get there, it’s just gonna be a matter of 
time,” Porter said. “Keep in mind, cities are building 
pickleball courts. When this project is done, Victory 
Field will no longer be an eyesore for Fort Madison.”

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker asked if the group 
was starting from scratch, is Victory Park the best 
location. Amandus said it is because the park is cen-
trally located and replacing the old surface will take 
accomplish two goals.

Councilman Tom Schulz agreed that there is a 
significant amount of investment going into the park 
to make it work where a new flat open spot might be 
a cheaper option for the park.

Amandus said the group discussed having it at Riv-
erview Park and said Victory is the perfect solution to 
all the problems that exist there now.

“There’s no reason not to use that space as far as 
I’m concerned. I don’t understand why it would be 
cheaper to do it somewhere else other than the cost of 
demolition.”

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said there could be some in-
kind donations toward the creation of the new park. 
He also said that any funds should come from the 
city’s hotel/motel tax revenue stream.

Bowker said if it was coming out of that fund, she 
would make a motion to approve the funding.

Mohrfeld said the city should support the project 

from an arm’s length with in-kind help and funding 
assistance, but if the city were to take on the project, 
it would be tougher to fold in a lot of those other 
options.

Schulz said he would like the city’s cash contri-
bution limited to $32,000 that was pulled out of the 
previous plan to rehab the tennis courts. He said then 
the rest could be included in in-kind donation from 
the city’s public works for tree removal and other 
things that could be done without increasing costs to 
the city.

Schulz when a step further and said he would like 
to see the project not cost the city anything, if the 
project doesn’t come to fruition, due to lack of fund-
ing.

“Why would we want to put $50,000 into a project 
that doesn’t actually get built,” Schulz said.

Amandus said the project won’t get started until all 
the money is raised.

“We need the $50,000 as seed money for grants, so 
as hard as our volunteers are working to get the mon-
ey raised, this is a $50,000 investment or a $250,000 
asset to the city,” Amandus said.

Schulz said the $250,000 price is way escalated 
compared to what it will actually cost.

Amandus said Schulz doesn’t have a clue what it 
would cost to build.

“These are numbers we’re getting from other pickle-
ball courts,” Amandus said.

One of those cost estimates came from Mt. Pleasant 
and the city bidded the project, which Schulz said 
inflated the cost by 30 to 40%.

“I’m not against putting money into this, but we 
don’t need to go into this blindly throwing cash (at 
it),” he said.

Schulz said if the city’s going to put $50,000 into the 
project then the city shouldn’t put any man hours into 
it, or that donation then goes to $70,000 to $80,000.

The council then voted, 6-0, to contribute the 
$50,000 cash infusion into the project. Mohrfeld clar-
ified after the meeting that would be a cash contribu-
tion and city in-kind contributions would be on top 
of the cash donation contingent on the group raising 
the rest of the funds.

COURTS - Continued from Page 1

Council clashes over pickleball funding

tee will be serving up a fantastic Thanksgiving meal to 
the community to ensure no one goes hungry for the 
holiday.  Meals will be carry out or delivery only and will 
be served from the Fort Madison Eagles Club at 4821 Av-
enue O Suite #4. To order a meal or volunteer to deliver, 
please call 319-371-8509 until November 22nd.  

November 26th – Join us in downtown Fort Madison 
for the Parade of Lights! This beautiful parade features 
over 40 lighted floats that are sponsored by local busi-
nesses and organizations. The floats will make their way 
through downtown starting at 6:30 pm as they head 
for their month-long stay in Central Park.  Volunteers 
are always welcome to help with both the work nights 
on Mondays at 5:30 pm as well as pulling the floats the 
evening of the parade. 

After the parade, stop in to see Santa at the Enchanted 
Forest located at 927 ½ Avenue G, directly behind Aldi.  
This event features trees decorated by local businesses 
and organizations for you to see. While you’re there, 
vote for your favorite by dropping some change in their 
bucket. The Enchanted Forest will be open on Saturday, 
November 27th from 10 am – 2 pm, December 4th from 
10am – 3 pm, December 11th from 10 am – 3 pm and 
December 18th from 1-3 pm. 

November 27th – Shop Small with Mistletoe on Main 
on Small Business Saturday. This event celebrates all of 
our small businesses as we invite you to Shop Small for 
the Holidays and always. Join us across Fort Madison for 
amazing deals and downtown for fun activities including 
the Enchanted Forest, horse-drawn carriage rides and 
live reindeer! You won’t want to miss this! 

Don’t forget to stop in for your Hawkeye Day tickets 
by Friday, November 19th to guarantee a t-shirt with 
your purchase! Game will be on December 29th at 7pm. 
Limited bus tickets are still available. 

EVENTS - Continued from Page 1

Thanksgiving meals 
just a call away

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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Maintenance Mechanic 
Some things you’ll do in this role:

• Troubleshoots production machinery and equipment for electrical and mechanical mal-
functions. Assists in the teardown and rebuild of machines.

• Performs scheduled preventive maintenance tasks and periodic inspections on production 
machinery and equipment. Lubricates and cleans parts. Adjusts devices positions and 
controls.

• Troubleshoots mechanical failures. Repairs or places defective parts. Dismantles devices 
to gain access to and remove defective parts. Installs parts into devices. Starts devices to 
determine their performance.

What you’ll need to be successful:
• High School Diploma or Equivalent
• 3-5 years maintenance experience in a manufacturing environment.
• Must have basic computer skills, hydraulics and pneumatics aptitude.
• Must read and interpret Hydraulic, Pneumatic and Electrical schematics.
• Mechanical troubleshooting skills, electrical troubleshooting skills.

Electrician/Mechanic  
Some things you’ll do in this role:

• Program, repair and maintain programmable logic controller (PLC) systems used within a 
industrial high speed packaging plant

• Perform detailed mechanical and/or instrumentation/electrical troubleshooting, repair 
and preventative maintenance duties on plant process, utility, and packaging equipment.

• Perform multi-discipline maintenance and/or electrical work. Maintain equipment docu-
mentation for all equipment and revise per modifications.

What you’ll need to be successful:
• High School Diploma or Equivalent
• PLC technician /Electrical educational courses
• 5 to 7 years in electrical maintenance field preferably in a manufacturing setting
• In depth mechanical/electrical aptitude, schematic reading/interpretation

Scotts MiracleGro in Ft. Madison has
2 new opportunities on our

Maintenance Team!

For full job descriptions and more information on these
and other opportunities visit us at www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

Starting pay of $30.65 per hour
Scheduled hours include a rotation of 1st & 2nd shift

• 13 Company Paid Holidays annually (Including 2 paid 
days off for Independence Day, 2 paid days off for 
Thanksgiving and 3 paid days off for Christmas!)

• 12 Vacation Days annually
• 401k match above associate contribution
• Medical/Dental/Vision 
• And more!

We’re really proud of our Total Health Programs that offer 
Wellness Incentives that can reduce your monthly insur-
ance premiums by up to $110 each for yourself and your 
covered Spouse/Domestic Partner, enhanced Sick Time 
Benefits,expanded Parental Leave and so much more.

Scotts MiracleGro in Ft. Madison has
new opportunities to join their team!

For full job descriptions and more information on these and other 
opportunities visit us at www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

$1000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Machine Operators $19.00 per hour
Forklift Operators $21.30 per hour

Production Supervisor (Rotating 1st/2nd Shift)
Warehouse Supervisor (Nights)

Available Positions

Benefits Package Includes

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
November 4, 2021

501 Main Street
6:30 P.M.

The City Council of the 
City of Keokuk met in reg-
ular session on Novem-
ber 4, 2021 at 501 Main 
Street. Mayor Thomas 
L. Richardson called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. There were nine 
council members pres-
ent, none absent. Mike 
O’Connor, Linda Altheide, 
Roslyn Garcia, Devon 
Dade, John Helenthal, 
Steve Andrews, Linda 
Marsden, Roger Bryant, 
and Susan Dunek were 
present. Staff in atten-
dance: City Administrator 
Cole O’Donnell, City 
Clerk Jean Ludwig, Public 
Works Director Robert 
Helenthal, Community 
Development Director 
Pam Broomhall, Bridge, 
Park, Cemetery and Sani-
tation Manager Bob Weis, 
Sewer Manager Michael 
Clark, Police Chief Dave 
Hinton, Fire Chief Gabe 
Rose, Code Enforcement 
Officer Casey Barnes, 
and Celeste El Anfaoui as 
well as other city employ-
ees.

MAYOR’S CORRE-
SPONDENCE: Met 
with Paul Roos of Amjet 
Turbine Systems and 
will have a report at the 
next meeting. Asked for 
volunteers for the City of 
Christmas.

CITIZEN’S REQUEST: 
Teresa Murray asked for 
an update on the UTV/
golf cart ordinance. 
Broomhall said the ordi-
nance is at the attorney’s 
office and will come to the 
council for approval when 
complete. Murray reiterat-
ed help is needed for the 
City of Christmas.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Dade 
to approve the agenda, 
including the consent 
agenda.

(9) AYES, (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

● Minutes of the Safety 
Committee meeting of 
October 19, 2021;

● Minutes of the Coun-
cil Workshop & Regular 
City Council meeting of 
October 21, 2021 (note a 
correction, votes should 
be 8 Ayes, 0 Nays, & 1 
Absent, due to Marsden 
leaving during citizen’s 
request);

● Minutes of the 
Keokuk Civil Service 
Commission meeting of 
October 25, 2021;

● Keokuk Civil Service 
Commission Certified 
list for the Keokuk Police 
Department;

● RESOLUTION NO. 
311-21: Approving a 
Liquor License for Dr. Get 
Wells Bar & Grill, 1100 
Main Street, effective No-
vember 24, 2021 – Class 
C Liquor License with 
Sunday Sales;

● Motion to pay bills 
and transfers listed in 
Register No.’s 5238-5240

Old Business:
Motion made by Mars-

den, second by Helenthal 
to remove from table 
an Ordinance repealing 
Ordinance No. 1998, and 
granting to Midstates Nat-
ural Gas, its successors, 
and assigns, a non-exclu-
sive twenty-year franchise 
to acquire, construct, 
erect, maintain and op-
erate a natural gas utility 
in the City of Keokuk, 
Iowa and to furnish and 
sell natural gas to the city 
and its inhabitants, and 
requiring said company 
to pay a franchise fee to 
the City.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (7) 
AYES – Garcia, Dade, 
Helenthal, Andrews, 
Marsden, Bryant, and 
Dunek. (2) NAYS – 
O’Connor, and Altheide. 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Dunek 
to approve the amended 

ordinance section 3, para-
graph 3.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (6) 
AYES – Garcia, Dade, 
Helenthal, Andrews, Bry-
ant, and Dunek. (3) NAYS 
– O’Connor, Altheide and 
Marsden. Motion carried.

Motion by Helenthal, 
second by Garcia to 
approve the second 
reading of the amended 
ordinance.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (8) 
AYES – Altheide, Garcia, 
Dade, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Dunek. (1) NAY – 
O’Connor. Motion carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Dade to 
waive the 3rd reading of 
the amended ordinance.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (5) 
AYES – Altheide, Dade, 
Helenthal, Andrews, 
and Bryant. (4) NAYS – 
O’Connor, Garcia, Mars-
den, and Dunek. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Dunek 
to adopt and give final 
approval to amended 
ordinance.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (8) 
AYES – Altheide, Garcia, 
Dade, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Dunek. (1) NAY – 
O’Connor. Motion carried.

Motion made by Garcia, 
second by Dunek to 
remove from the table 
an Ordinance repealing 

Ordinance No. 1830, 
and granting to Interstate 
Power and Light Compa-
ny, its successors, and 
assigns, a non-exclusive 
twenty-five-year franchise 
to acquire, construct, 
erect, maintain and oper-
ate an electric system in 
the City of Keokuk, Iowa 
and to furnish and sell 
electric energy to the City 
and its inhabitants, and 
requiring said company 
to pay a franchise fee to 
the City.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (7) 
AYES – Garcia, Dade, 
Helenthal, Andrews, 
Marsden, Bryant, and 
Dunek. (2) NAYS – 
O’Connor, and Altheide. 
Motion carried.

Motion made by 
Dunek, second by Dade 
to amend the Electric 
Franchise fee Ordinance, 
Section 9 to 1.5%.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (8) 

AYES – Altheide, Garcia, 
Dade, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Dunek. (1) NAY – 
O’Connor. Motion carried.

Motion made by Bryant, 
second by Dunek to ap-
prove the 2nd reading of 
the amended ordinance.

ROLL CALL VOTE: (8) 
AYES – Altheide, Garcia, 
Dade, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Dunek. (1) NAY – 
O’Connor. Motion carried.

Mayor Richardson 
asked for a motion to 
waive the 3rd reading of 
the amended ordinance 
for the Electric Franchise 
fee. Died due to lack of 
motion.

Motion made by Garcia, 
second by Helenthal to 
remove from table ac-
cepting the reductions as 
proposed or provide staff 
with further direction on 
possible reductions. (9) 

AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Garcia, 
second by Helenthal 
to approve reductions 
proposed for the general 
fund. (9) AYES, (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

New Business:
Motion made by 

Dunek, second by Dade 
to approve the following 
proposed RESOLUTION 
NO. 312-21:

“A RESOLUTION AP-
PROVING A CONTRACT 
WITH PIERCE FENCE 
COMPANY OF OT-
TUMWA, IOWA IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $26,900.00 
FOR THE RIVERVIEW 
DOG PARK FENCE 
PROJECT.” (9) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by 
Dunek, second by Dade 
to approve the following 
proposed RESOLUTION 
NO. 313-21: “A RESO-

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers
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SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES
ACCOUNTING 

ASSISTANT
Lee County Bank is currently 
seeking a full-time Account-
ing Assistant to provide high-
ly specialized accounting 
functions for maintenance 
and recording of financial 
transactions.  Prepares sta-
tus reports, responsible for 
accounts payable, journal 
entries, depreciation, and 
performs other duties as as-
signed.  Typically requires 
progressive experience in 
an accounting department or 
a related field.  Intermediate 
working knowledge of Mic-
rosoft suite including excel, 
word and office.  Must have 
good communication, com-
puter and interpersonal skills 
and be able to work inde-
pendently and as a part of a 
team. Lee County Bank is an 
equal opportunity employer, 
Member FDIC – Equal Hous-
ing Lender. 

Please send resume to:  
Tamara Dietsch

tdietsch@leecountybank.com

DEADLINE
November 26, 2021

LINEMAN/
GROUNDMAN

The West Point Municipal 
Utility System has an imme-
diate opening for a  Lineman/
Groundman. 

Applicant must be able to as-
sist with electrical power line 
construction, maintenance, 
and repair. You install both 
aerial and underground lines 
and  monitor transformer 
function. Your duties include 
assembling and preparing 
the line apparatus, digging 
holes, operating utility vehi-
cles, reading and recording 
meters, stocking trucks, us-
ing hand and power tools, 
and cleaning up the area 
after project completion. A 
lineman/ groundman works 
regular hours, but you must 
also be available for any after 
hour call outs and emergen-
cies. 

Must be willing and capable 
to work on water distribution 
maintenance and  repair and 
to be or become Grade 1 wa-
ter distribution certified. 

Must either have or be willing 
to obtain a CDL and comply 
with Iowa CDL  regulations. 

We offer a comprehensive 
benefit plan including IPERS 
and health and dental  cov-
erage. 

Send a confidential resume. 
Pre-employment physical 
and drug screening will be 
required. 

West Point Utility System 
313 5th Street 

PO Box 69 
West Point, IA. 52656 

cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

AGENDA
FORT MADISO

 PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Date: Thursday,
November 18, 2021

Time: 5:30 P.M.
Place: Sheaffer Meeting 

Room and Online

Electronic Meeting 
(Pursuant to Iowa Code 
Section 21.8)

An electronic meeting 
is being held because 
a meeting in person is 
impossible or impractical 
for the health and safety 
of Library Board mem-
bers, library employees 
and the public presented 
by COVID-19. You can 
participate in the meeting 
via telephone and can 
comment on an agenda 
item by joining the Zoom 
meeting. Using your 
telephone, dial (312) 626 
6799 and enter the meet-
ing ID (823 1897 0867) 
when prompted. If you 
have trouble connecting 
to the meeting, please 
call (319) 372-5721.

I. Excused absences
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Public Comments
IV. Approval of minutes
V. Approval of the Bills
a. Approval of Novem-

ber 2021 Bills

VI. Correspondence VII. 
Director’s Report

a. Financial
b. Personnel
c. Programming
d. Collection Develop-

ment
e. Operations
f. Facilities - landscap-

ing
g. Professional
h. Reports to City 

Council
i. Aarin Guzman Update
VIII. Unfinished Busi-

ness
a. Review Meeting 

Room Policy – addressing 
Sunday usage and snow 
removal during winter 
months IX. New Busi-
ness a. Policy prohibiting 
smoking and e-cigarettes 
on library property.

b. Budget discussion i. 
Landscaping

1. Edge of sidewalk and 
other cleanup

2. Reseed front lawn
3. Extra weed control
ii. Linoleum in craft 

room
iii. Clean air vents
iv. Clean/replace light 

diffusers
X. Trustee Education
a. Trustee Handbook 

Chapter 9 “Board Rela-
tionships with Director, 
Staff and City”

XI. Upcoming Events 
and Information a. Con-
tinued budget request 
discussion at the Decem-
ber board meeting.

Next Meeting Decem-
ber 2, 2021 at 5:30 for 
special Strategic Planning 
Session.

LUTION APPROVING A 
CONTRACT FOR SER-
VICE WITH SOUTHEAST 
IOWA REGIONAL PLAN-
NING COMMISSION 
FOR THE RIVER FRONT 
TRAILS GRANT.” (9) 
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Andrews 
to approve the following 

proposed RESOLUTION 
NO. 314-21: “A RESOLU-
TION APPROVING THE 
STREET FINANCIAL 
REPORT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 
30, 2021.” (9) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by Mars-
den, second by O’Connor 
to approve the hiring of 
two Police Officers at the 
Keokuk Police Depart-
ment. (9) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

BOARDS & COMMIS-
SIONS: Motion made 
by Marsden, second by 
Bryant to appoint Joe 
Morgan to the Rand Park 
Pavilion Commission, 
term to expire 10/22/23 
fulfilling Michael Albright’s 
term. (9) AYES, (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

Motion by O’Connor, 
second by Helenthal to 
approve the resignation 
of Ron Schmitt from the 
Keokuk Municipal Water 
Works Board of Directors, 
term to expire 11/01/27. 
(9) AYES, (0) NAYS. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Dunek, sec-
ond by Dade to approve 
the appointment of Tom 
Crenshaw to the Keokuk 
Municipal Water Works 
Board of Directors, term 
to expire 11/01/27. (9) 
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion 
carried.

STAFF REPORTS: 
O’Donnell reported on the 
following: Open House 
for new City Hall will be 
November 17, Covid Pol-
icy, and appointment to 
the Iowa League of Cities 

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Policy Committee.
There being no further 

business, Mayor Rich-
ardson adjourned the 
meeting at 7:13 p.m.

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:tdietsch@leecountybank.com
mailto:cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.Ready.gov
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
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Pen City Current - Wednesday, November 17, 2021 - 7

Classifieds

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Nursing
Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care

WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST
319-463-5438

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!
Short-Term Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care
Memory Care
Ventilator Care

NOW HIRING RN, LPN, & CNA POSITIONS

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

*Restrictions apply. See practice for full details. 21IEC-236701

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R 
E Y E  E X A M  T O D AY !

IEC2020.com

Y E A R
E N D
S A V I N G S

50
FRAMES

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• Never An Overtime Charge

• FREE Estimates
• Servicing All Makes

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
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From the Front

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Scan the code
to subscribe now.

supplemental funding assistance.
“We’re a new ambulance service and 

we’re at the mercy of the old ambulance 
service, which could help with the state 
granting us an extension,” he said.

“But the other question I have is, have 
we ever received the final information that 
the auditor’s office needed to close the pur-
chase of the service from the Young family.

“I don’t believe that we’ve received that 
either,” Cosby said.

Seyb said maybe the county attorney 
should be involved at this point.

Board chairman Matt Pflug said he went 
with a county staffer to give the Youngs a 
check, but Bill Young didn’t have the deeds 
at that time.

“We went out there with a check in 
hand for the buildings, and he didn’t have 
the deeds – but he wanted us to leave the 
check,” Pflug said.

“We need our deeds.”
Seyb said it would be one thing if the 

Youngs didn’t have the information to 
provide to the company that’s been hired 
to help obtain the GEMT funding, but 
supervisors believe that’s not the case.

Cosby said it’s a whole year of financial 

billable information.
“Again, I assume he would have closed 

down those programs because he’s no 
longer running an ambulance service, but 
he answered that he still had access to it. 
It’s going to take some man hours, it won’t 
be something that can be done in half an 
hour,” Cosby said.

Cosby told the board that getting an ex-
tension from the state at this point would 
be difficult, but said he did hear from both 
Bill and Richard Young Monday after-
noon, and everyone was cooperating as of 
Tuesday.

“We have missed the deadline and an 
extension is very unlikely at this point. 
Bill and Richard Young have both reached 
out to me and we are navigating our way 
through the process. Everyone has been 
cooperative,” Cosby said.

The county has hired Public Consulting 
Group to help navigate the GEMT funding 
stream, but Cosby said the deadline has 
already passed for filing for the supple-
mental payments for 2021. Those figures 
are estimated to be around $400,000.

“We’re talking about $400,000 here, 
folks,” Supervisor Rich Harlow said.

walks, and Avenue G, and what we can 
do,” she said.

She said pulling the new look of Ave-
nue H into the downtown is important 
for tourism and curb appeal, but she 
also said from a pure safety standpoint 
with cruise line tours, downtown events, 
and ADA considerations, upgrades are 
needed.

“We’ve had incidents where people 
have tripped and fallen off uneven 
sidewalks and broken curbs and those 
types of things. It’s a safety issue for the 
community,” she said.

“We’re not being ADA friendly and 
we’re not being handicap accessible.”

She said downtown merchants are 
open to the discussion, but they want to 
know what that looks like and what that 
will cost them.

“I know funding isn’t necessarily a top-
ic tonight, but I think we have some ave-
nues moving forward that we can look at 
to make it not so cost prohibitive.”

She said the city must get input from 
downtown property owners before mak-
ing some decisions because access will be 
a big issue with business owners.

Mohrfeld said there may be some 
timing issues and some opportunities as 
the city moves forward with sewer sepa-
ration plans that will result in Avenue G 
being reconstructed after the separation 
occurs downtown.

Savannah Collier, Fort Madison Cham-
ber of Commerce coordinator, said when 
the city was going to use storm water 
funding to replace the sidewalks several 
years ago, business owners were on board 
with the work for the most part.

But the project came in more than 
double engineer estimates and was 
pulled.

Collier said there are coal chutes, 
stairways, doors, and “random crap” the 
sidewalks were just built on top of.

“A lot of contractors were told not to 
bid, so I think there was a little bit of a 
fear factor in there,” Collier said.

Councilman Rusty Andrews remind-
ed the council that there is already a lot 
of money in that project with previous 
designs from several years ago.

“I don’t know that this is a project 
you’re going to take on like a private 
sector build of a marina or a pickleball 
court. It starts with people in this room, 
the elected officials and staff, to get an 
idea. But you’re going to get to the point 
where you have to get an engineer in-
volved,” Andrews said.

“But look over all the stuff we’ve al-
ready paid $100,000 for and know it like 
the back of your hand before you walk 
into the next one because you might hire 
the same engineering firm, but they will 
charge you another $80,000 to answer 
the same questions they’ve already an-
swered. You better know that before you 
go into it.”

Mohrfeld said sooner rather than later 
there should be another stakeholders’ 
meeting and start talking about issues 
from what it should look like to how 
businesses feel about everything from the 
little things to big things like access and 
having skin in the game.

He also said that the public works staff 
should try to come up with some initial 
cost estimates for the work.

Bowker said as long as there is mu-
tual direction and forward momentum 
with the city to come up with solutions 
on estimates and funding sources, she 
was happy to be part of working on the 
project.

DOWNTOWN - Continued from Page 1

Council wants business owners’ 
input before setting course

EMS director says state 
extension not likely

FUNDS - Continued from Page 1

Follow Us @pencitycurrent
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Support your local
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Relay for life of north lee county 2021
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Be part of the Shopping for Hope event,

and help us in our Fight against Cancer!

Purchase your 2021 Relay For Life shopping bag
and checklist to receive discounts/free items at
local North Lee County area businesses.
Cost is $20.
Present your checklist to receive the
discount/free item at participating businesses-
each offer is only good for one visit. 
Promotion runs November 5-26. 
Lumiarias are also being sold in memory or
honor of our loved ones.  Forms are available
by contacting Michelle at the number below &
will also be included in the shopping bags
Luminarias will be displayed in Central Park on
Friday, November 26, during the Lighted
Parade.

The 2021 Relay For Life of North Lee County event
has been re-imagined and we need your help to
make it a success.  

For more information or to order your
shopping bags contact Michelle at 

319-383-0353

https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/
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