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LCCB backs off Denning work

NEW TRUST:  Mysterious trust pops up that could fund playground improvements

Mixed message 
on mandates 
puzzling Iowans

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

HOUGHTON – A mysterious trust has cropped up sur-
rounding the management of the Denning Conservation 
property about two miles from Houghton.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Lee County Conserva-
tion Board about 25 people showed up to advocate that the 
board detour from plans to turn the property into conserva-
tion land.

Plans included demolishing at least one barn on the prop-
erty, turning a section into conservation land with native 
Iowa prairie, and not replacing a playground that Eleanor 

Denning personally funded when its useful life has ended.
However, LCCD director Heather Huebner said in the past 

few weeks information has come to light about the trust that 
was established to maintain the playground.

Melissa Peitz addressed the board on behalf of preserving 
the property, and said her information indicated there was 
about $85,000 in it. Huebner said according to information 
she’s received, the fund is supposed to have about $77,000 in 
it.

Huebner said appointments have been set in the next week 
with attorneys to sort out the accounting of the trust.

OLD FORT PLAYERS
Spring production brings back Drinking Habits

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The smash hit 
“Drinking Habits” by Tom Smith was 
such a success for Old Fort Players 
Community Theater in 2020 that they are 
bringing the lovable zany characters back 
to the stage for the much-anticipated 

sequel, “Drinking Habits 2: Caught in the 
Act.”

The Sisters of Perpetual Sewing miss 
the excitement of the old days when 
they were saving convents and reuniting 
long-lost families. So, when they learn 
that the orphanage where Paul and Kate 
grew up is in peril, they can’t wait to 

come to the rescue. Everyone pitches in 
to mount a play to raise money, but it’s no 
easy feat when Kate’s expecting any day, 
Sally’s hiding from stage-fright-stricken 
Paul after another flight from the altar, 
Mother Superior’s acting is unexpectedly 

I’m confused, and I have a hunch I am 
not the only one. Are government man-
dates a bad thing — or are they good? 

My confusion comes because I hear 
what leaders in the Iowa Legislature and 
Gov. Kim Reynolds have said for months. 
It certainly seems as if, to a person, they 
agree mandates are bad. 

The governor often talks about how she 
believes Iowans will “do the right thing” 
when it comes to Covid vaccines and 
wearing masks. She talks about the im-
portance of defending people’s rights and 
liberties. She is confident Iowans will act 
appropriately. 

Last May, she signed a new law that 
blocks K-12 school districts from re-
quiring that masks be worn by students, 
teachers, staff and visitors. That law also 
prohibits cities and counties from requir-
ing masks inside businesses. 

The governor’s statement during the 
bill-signing was blunt: “The state of Iowa 
is putting parents back in control of their 
child’s education and taking greater steps 
to protect the rights of all Iowans to make 
their own health care choices.” 

Now, this is where things get murky.  
This is where it becomes difficult to 

know whether mandates are something 
being pushed by unpatriotic Americans 
with little regard for our Constitution — 
or whether they are a reasonable step by 
government. 

Our governor and these same lawmakers 
are working on a proposed new law that 
would require all gasoline retailers, with 
few exceptions, to have available for con-
sumers higher blends of ethanol. 

Most gas stations and convenience stores 
now sell the E10 blend that is 10 percent 
ethanol and 90 percent gasoline. The 
governor and legislative leaders want to 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Melissa Peitz speaks to the Lee County Conservation Board about the Denning Conservation project 
near Houghton Tuesday night.

See LCCB, page 8
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

OBITUARIES

FRED L. DYER
Fred L. Dyer, 101, of Frisco, Texas, formerly of Houghton, Iowa, passed away at 

2:23 p.m. Monday, January 31, 2022, in Frisco, Texas.
He was born on September 11, 1920, near West Point, Iowa, the son of Fred 

and Josephine (Groene) Dyer, Sr. On October 30, 1944, he married 
Bernice E. Conrad at St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in 
West Point, Iowa. She preceded him in death on December 27, 1998.

Survivors include his three sons: Rick Dyer of Cape Coral, Flori-
da, Randy (Sue) Dyer of Houghton, Iowa, Bill (Rae) Dyer of Omaha, 
Nebraska; three daughters: Janet Milligan of Angleton, Texas, Connie 
Baumgartner of Omaha, Nebraska, Deb (Skip) Middleton of Frisco, 
Texas; eleven grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren; one sister: Jane 

Dyer Schilitz of Bettendorf, Iowa; one sister-in-law: Connie Dyer of West Point, 
Iowa. Also surviving are several nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife: Bernice; one son; two brothers: 
Irvin and Harold; two sisters: Ruth Mehmert and Evelyn Bentler.

Fred was a graduate of St. Mary’s Catholic High School. He was a World War II 
veteran serving in the United States Army Air Corp. He was a member of St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton, Iowa, the Houghton Knights of Columbus 
Council #3905 and the West Point American Legion Holtz-Geers Post #668. Fred 
enjoyed farming, playing cards and socializing over a cup of coffee.

Friends may call after 1:00 p.m. Thursday, February 10, 2022, at St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Houghton, Iowa, where the family will receive friends from 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. that evening. A Christian wake service will be held at 5:30 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, February 11, 2022, at 
St. John’s Catholic Church in Houghton with Father Dan Dorau as celebrant.

Burial will be at St. John’s Cemetery in Houghton with full military rites presented 
by West Point American Legion Holtz – Geers Post #668.

A memorial has been established in his memory for Houghton Knights of Colum-
bus or West Point American Legion.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.
com. Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.

DYER

OBITUARIES

BESSIE M. STEVENSON
Bessie May Stevenson, age 83, passed away on Saturday, January 29, 2022 at her 

home in Paris, MO.  Bess was born May 15, 1938 in Shelbyville, MO, the daughter 
of the late George Moon and Lucille (Smith) Hockaday.  On September 7, 1956, she 

married John Simpson of Shelbina, MO. They later divorced. She was 
united in marriage to Richard Stevenson of Denmark, IA on February 
16, 1980. He survives.

Bess is also survived by her children, Joann Hancock (Bob) of 
Duncan’s Bridge, MO, Sam Simpson (Lloyd) of Kirksville, MO, John 
Simpson (Michelle) of Center, MO, and Lisa Theall of Raleigh, NC; 
two step-sons, Ronald Stevenson of Denmark, IA and Nick Ste-
venson (Pam) of Dallas Fort Worth, TX; eleven grandchildren; five 

great-grandchildren; and one sister, Jessie Harrison of Moberly, MO; and several 
nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents; two grandsons, J.L Hancock and Mason 
Theall; and step-son, Rick Stevenson.

Bess graduated from Shelbina High School with the Class of 1956. She graduated 
with a marketing and management degree from Western Wyoming Community 
College in Rock Springs, WY with the Class of 2000. She worked for General Elec-
tric in West Burlington, IA for 16 ½ years and was the first woman to be a woman 
expediter. She moved to Rock Springs, WY in 1987. Bess was the YMCA Domestic 
Violence manager for 7 years and then managed her own commercial cleaning busi-
ness. She was the housekeeping manager for a local hotel before retiring.

Bess was a member of the Shelbina Christian Church, Rock Springs Women’s 
Club, PEO Chapter B.C., GFWC of Wyoming and Missouri, and the Red Hats 
Society. She was a past state president of the GFWC and PEO. Bess was a volunteer 
for Memorial Hospital of Sweetwater County, Cowboys Against Cancer, and many 
other community organizations. She loved to volunteer and was always ready to help 
others when they needed it most. Bess enjoyed quilting, collecting antiques, listening 
to country music, and spending time with her grandchildren. 

Burial will be at Denmark Cemetery at a later date. Memorials may be made to 
Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch or Shelbina Christian Church.

STEVENSON

DES MOINES – Governor Kim Reynolds 
today announced the opening of another 
round of funding opportunities for employ-
ers, nonprofits, educational and community 
groups seeking to provide high school youth 
with internship opportunities. 

Now available for the fourth consecutive 
year, Future Ready Iowa’s Summer Youth In-
ternship Project grants are designed to help 
youth explore and prepare for high-demand 
careers while gaining work experience and 

developing the personal attributes necessary 
to succeed in the workplace.

A total of $250,000 will be available for 
programs this summer. Applications must be 
submitted through www.IowaGrants.gov by 
March 2, 2022.

Priority for funding will be given to pro-
grams that provide internships to high school 
youth who are at risk of not graduating, from 
low-income households, from communities 
under-represented in the Iowa workforce, or 

who otherwise face barriers to success and 
upward mobility in the labor market.

“Iowa needs every available worker for our 
economy to succeed,” said Governor Reyn-
olds. “These Future Ready Iowa Summer 
Youth Internship programs open doors to 
students who face barriers or otherwise 
might not consider work in a particular 
industry or career. Our state can build a 
brighter future by helping both young Iowans 
and employers consider the entire range of 

what’s possible in our labor force.”
Grant funds may be used for services and 

resources to support costs of program par-
ticipants, including for example: internship 
wages, training resources, transportation of 
the participants, clothing, program staff time 
and indirect costs. Last year, more than 550 
students participated in 26 summer intern-
ship programs. A total of $1.6 million was 
awarded in amounts ranging from $5,900 to 
$246,720.

Future Ready Iowa youth internship project available again

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.IowaGrants.gov
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Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and 
Professional ExcellenceProfessional Excellence

Since 1963Since 1963

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

OBITUARIES

JASON D. LAMPE
Jason D. Lampe, age 49, passed away at 11:10 a.m. on Friday, February 4, 2022, at 

his home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Jason was born on September 2, 1972, at Sacred Heart Hospital in Fort Madison, 

Iowa, the son of Danny and JoAnn (Fullenkamp) Lampe.  On June 
5, 2004, he married Laurie Fett in West Point, Iowa.  They had three 
beautiful daughters together. 

Jason’s greatest gift in life were his daughters: Mya, Halle, and Nora. 
He is survived by the three: Mya, Halle, and Nora, all of Donnellson, 
Iowa. He is also survived by his parents; brother: Joe (Jamie) Lampe of 
Iowa City, Iowa and sister: Amy (Brandon) Mills of Iowa City, Iowa, 
as well as close cousin: Emily (Corey) Kelch of Fort Madison, Iowa. 

He is also survived by nephews: Jackson, Christian, and Quentin and nieces: Samara, 
Keira, and Leah, all of Iowa City.

Jason was a radiology technician, with a focus on MRI imaging and management. 
Even though he held several jobs over the years, his love was for radiology and 
healthcare.  He often reflected his passion during his time as an employee and Direc-
tor of Radiology at the Fort Madison Community Hospital.  

Jason was a graduate of Marquette High School in West Point, Iowa and Indian 
Hills Community College in Ottumwa, Iowa.  Throughout his education, he was 
involved and excelled in every sport Marquette offered.  He also loved the outdoors, 
with lots of time spent hunting, fishing and, just watching nature in general.

Jason was preceded in death by his grandparents, as well as several aunts and 
uncles.

Friends may call from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, February 6, 2022, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point, where the family will receive friends from 2:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. that afternoon.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, February 7, 2022, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point with Father Apo Mpanda and Pastor Kevin 
Hardcastle officiating. A luncheon will follow at the American Legion in West Point, 
Iowa.

A private family burial to follow at Calvary Cemetery in West Point, Iowa.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for the education of his daugh-

ters, Mya, Halle, and Nora. Those can be sent to the funeral home at: Schmitz Funer-
al Home, P.O. Box 22, West Point, Iowa 52656.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.

LAMPE

OBITUARIES

JON R. LOEFFLER
Jon Roger Loeffler, 74, of Keokuk, IA died Wednesday, February 2, 2022 at the Allen 

Hospital in Waterloo, Iowa.
He was born October 27, 1947 in Keokuk, Iowa the son of Roger “Bud” and Bernadine 

“Babe” Bennett Loeffler. Jon graduated from Keokuk High School with the 
class of 1966.

On June 15, 1968, Jon was united in marriage to Mary Jane Blankenship 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Keokuk, Iowa.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two daughters, Laura Keller 
(Marlon) of Keokuk, Iowa and Jennifer Conard (Jeff) of Byrnes Mill, Mis-
souri, three grandchildren, Audrianna Briggs (Matthew), Brandon Conard 
(Brooke) and Madelynn Keller (Michael), one great-grandchild, Camden 

Briggs and one nephew, Jame Hayes (Amanda) and his three children, Andrew, Macy and 
Logan.    

Prior to Jon’s retirement in 2013, he had been employed by ADM Milling in Keokuk, 
Iowa for forty-three years. 

Jon loved the outdoors and especially enjoyed family oriented activities including boat-
ing, camping, riding four wheelers and taking golf cart rides.  He was a skilled mechanic 
and enjoyed to work on cars.  Family was the most important aspect of Jon’s life.  Jon was 
a deeply devoted husband, father and grandfather.  Jon leaves his family with a lifetime of 
wonderful memories.  His faith was an integral part of his life and he was proud to be a 
veteran of the United States Army who served during the Vietnam War and was a proud 
American.

He was preceded in death by his mother and father, as well as his sister, Jami Loeffler.
A funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, February 11, 2022 at the Vigen Me-

morial Home in Keokuk, Iowa with Pastor David Turner officiating.  Burial with military 
rites will take place at the Keokuk National Cemetery.

Visitation will be held after 1:00 p.m., Thursday, February 10, 2022 at the funeral home 
with family meeting with friends from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Wounded Warriors Project.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.     

LOEFFLER

LCHD sets immunization clinic 
for Thursday in Keokuk

KEOKUK - Lee County Health De-
partment will be holding a Children’s 
Immunization Clinic Thursday, Febru-
ary 10, 2021 at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 2330 Plank Road in Keokuk 
from 1:00 pm until 4:30pm. 

Please park on the south side of the 
building (the large parking lot) and 
enter in the door that states HANDI-
CAPPED.

 The clinic is open to children who 

have no insurance, are insured by Iowa 
Medicaid (MCO) or those who have 
private health insurance that does not 
cover the cost of vaccines.  

Written parental consent is required 
for minors to receive vaccinations when 
in the care of another adult. (Please visit 
our website for a consent form.)

 Please call 1-319-372-5225 with 
questions or visit our website at www.
leecountyhd.org.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

narcoleptic, and the sisters’ award-winning 
wine keeps getting switched with the grape 
juice. The merry mix-ups multiply in this 
warm and winsome sequel to “Drinking 
Habits.”

Co-directors Ty Clute and Angela San-
ford are looking for several new actors this 
time around. “Not everyone from the old 
cast can fit the show into their schedules 
this year, so we are looking for some fresh 
faces to fill out the cast,” Sanford said. The 
script calls for three men (two under 40 
and one over 40) and five women (three 
over 40 and two under 40). All interested 
actors are required to audition even if they 
were cast in the previous show.

Drop by the OFP downtown location 
February 15, 17 & 20 at 6:30pm. Audi-
tions will consist of cold readings from 
the script. No experience or preparation 
is necessary. Also needed are volunteers 
for Stage Manager and Sound and Lights 
positions. Experience is preferred but not 

required as training will be provided.
“Drinking Habits 2: Caught in the Act” 

is produced by Special Arrangement with 
Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com), 
performances are scheduled to run May 
6-8 & 13-15, 2022.

Sponsors for the season include Lee 
County Bank, Jim Baier Ford and partners 
include the Fort Madison Daily Democrat 
and Scotts, with Connections Bank also 
contributing. 

Last season would have been Old Fort 
Players’ 40th anniversary but the celebra-
tion was postponed due to Covid. So, this 
will be the “40+1 Anniversary Season.” The 
theater is located in downtown Fort Mad-
ison at 725 Avenue G. Send a Facebook 
message, send an email to oldfortplayers-
fm@gmail.com or call 319-372-9559 for 
more information. Like them on Facebook 
(Fb@oldfortplayers) or visit www.oldfort-
players.com to keep up with everything 
that’s going on at the theater.

OFP - Continued from Page 1

Spring OFP show to kick off May 6

https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
http://www.FullenkampIns.com
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https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
http://www.playscripts.com
mailto:oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com
mailto:oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison’s girls basketball team scored 21 first-half points 
against Holy Trinity on Monday night.

The Bloodhounds surpassed that in the next eight minutes.
A dominant third quarter helped Fort Madison take control of the game on the 

way to a 57-42 win.
The Bloodhounds (14-4) outscored the Crusaders 22-2 in the quarter after trailing 

by two points at halftime.
“I think our intensity was down in the beginning,” said Fort Madison guard Mala-

rie Ross, who scored 11 points in the quarter and finished with 21. “I 
think switching to a man-to-man defense really helped us, too.

“We talked at halftime about how our intensity was low and our 
defense was bad, and we had to change that.”

Holy Trinity (10-11) did not have a field goal in the quarter — the 
only two points came from free throws from Natalie Randolph with 
2:50 left.

“We turned the ball over too much,” Holy Trinity coach Tony John-
son said. “We tried to make too many long passes, we got frustrated 

because nothing was coming easy, and we just turned the ball over too much.”
Holy Trinity started strong. The Crusaders opened the game with a 9-2 run and 

led most of the half before Fort Madison tied the game at 21 on Anna Lynk’s 3-point-
er. Holy Trinity, though, got the lead back right before halftime on two free throws 
by Teagan Snaadt.

Then the Bloodhounds took over.
“We lost our rhythm,” Johnson said. “We started forcing stuff.”
Holy Trinity had a similar offensive struggle in Friday’s 46-44 loss to Highland, 

when the Crusaders scored just four second-quarter points.
“It just seems like we have games where we have a quarter where we get out of 

sync, and whether we call timeouts or put somebody new out there, it doesn’t seem 
to change it,” Johnson said. “We just get into a funk.”

Irelynd Sargent had nine points for the Bloodhounds. Lynk and Camille Kruse 
each had eight points.

Randolph had 17 points for the Crusaders. Mary Kate Bendlage had 14.
Holy Trinity opens Class 1A regional play with Thursday’s first-round home game 

against New London.
“New season,” Johnson said. “That’s what I just told them. You build up all year, 

you get your seed, and then you play Thursday night. It’s all you can do.”
Fort Madison had two regular-season games remaining before opening Class 4A 

regional play.
“I feel like we came into this game overconfident, and I think that showed we can’t 

do that in any other game the rest of the season,” Ross said.

Big 3rd quarter helps Lady 
Hounds to win over HTC

Ross scores 11 of Bloodhounds’ 22 points to 
give Fort Madison win in crosstown rivalry

ROSS

Holy Trinity’s Mary Kate Bendlage drives on Fort Madison’s Cory James 
in the fourth quarter of the Bloodhounds’ win Monday night. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

It’s Science Fair Season.  Come out Wednesday for the HTC Open 
House for Science Fair at HTC-WP from 4 to 6 pm.  There will be a 
community spaghetti dinner served. 

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
https://www.fullsteamstaffingnj.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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Printing

T-Shirt Printing
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://www.capeair.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://BeRecycled.org
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

HELP
WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
MONTROSE CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 10, 2022 

5:00 P.M.
SPECIAL MEETING

MONTROSE CITY HALL
AGENDA

NOTICE TO THE 

PUBLIC: The Mayor and 
City Council welcome 
comments from the public 
during discussion. If you 
wish to speak, please 
step up to the Council ta-
ble, state your name and 
address for the record 
and limit the time used to 
present your remarks to 

five minutes in order that 
others may be given the 
opportunity to speak. The 
normal process on any 
particular agenda item is 
that the motion is placed 
on the floor, input is re-
ceived from the audience, 
the Council is given an 
opportunity to comment 

on the issue or respond 
to the audience concerns, 
and the vote is taken. On 
ordinances, there is time 
provided for public input 
at the time of the first 
reading. In consideration 
of all, if you have a cell 
phone, please turn it off or 
put it on silent ring. 

Special Meeting called 
for the purpose of approv-
ing Montrose Sandbar 
Class “C” Liquor License. 

CALL TO ORDER.
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE. 
APPROVE AGENDA.
Approve Montrose 

Sandbar Class “C” Liquor 

License. 
ADJOURNMENT:
*Please note that this 

agenda may be changed 
up to 24 hours before the 
meeting time as provided 
by Section 21,4(2). Code 
of Iowa.

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

PUBLIC NOTICES

https://www.SteffesGroup.com
https://www.facebook.com/FSSNJLLC/
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org


8 - Pen City Current - Thursday, February 8, 2022

From the Front

E
D

S
-5

4
22

F
-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

614 9th St 
Fort Madison, IA 52627-
2808 
319-669-1041

Board president Tom Pollpeter said in his 11 years 
as part of the Conservation Foundation board and the 
Conservation board this was the first he’d heard of the 
trust.

He said the Denning improvements, that have to be 
approved by the Iowa Department of Natural Resourc-
es, have been part of the board’s plans for five years. 
The DNR owns the Denning property, as a result of 
Eleanor Denning deeding it to the state. The Lee Coun-
ty Conservation District manages the property for the 
estate.

“This is the first I’ve ever heard of that trust,” Poll-
peter said. “And as far as I know, no money has ever 
flowed from that trust to the foundation or this board.”

Huebner said all activity around the property is now 
on hold pending action from the DNR’s Natural Re-
sources Commission, which meets Thursday.

Linda Pieper, whose family just celebrated 100 years 

in farming, said heritage is a source of pride in land-
owners and the property owned by Eleanor and Con-
rad Denning should be preserved. If it can’t be, then 
maybe the state can sell it to the county.

Tammi Kircher, an NRC commissioner from Ke-
okuk said the state isn’t going to sell the property to the 
county because that would violate the wishes of Elea-
nor Denning when she passed away at the age of 108.

Kircher said at Thursday’s meeting there will be a 
brief conversation about the property and the new 
information of the trust. She said she couldn’t come up 
with an answer as to how the trust got missed.

    “I have no idea,” Kircher said after the meeting. 
“But no one knew about it.”

Several area residents advocated for keeping the 
parking lot and at least one of the barns that has then 
state-of-the-art architecture and design.

Central Lee student Sydney Jones gave a presentation 
that included a pamphlet with photos of the play-
ground and the barn.

Jones also asked if the property could be deeded over 

to the county.
    “Then we could capitalize on the educational op-

portunities with the buildings just like these,” she said.
She pointed out that one of the historic barns is built 

in such a way that it will stand up for another 100 years 
and it’s already 100 years old.

Gail Thompson, the mayor of Houghton, said parts 
of the property are within the two-mile extraterritori-
al jurisdiction and they could help with the property. 
Thompson also asked where the funds from Eleanor 
Denning’s funeral memorial ended up. The memorial 
was established for the conservation of the property.

Huebner said she would look into the memorial 
funding.

Paul Steffensmeier gave the most charming per-
spective on the property when he referenced Maurice 
Denning, who lived on the property from 1911-1918 
as a child. Denning was born in Houghton in 1907 and 
was named Public Enemy No. 1 by J. Edgar Hoover 
after allegedly leading the “Ghost Gang” in multiple 
robberies of Nebraska banks, and bootlegging.

LCCB - Continued from Page 1

Advocates want county to reconsider Denning property

increase the market for Iowa ethanol by 
having more stations sell the E15 blend, 
which contains 15 percent ethanol.  

The governor has been trying for a cou-
ple of years to increase the sale of ethanol, 
because that would raise the demand for 
Iowa corn. About half of all corn grown 
in Iowa is used for ethanol. But only 
about 300 of Iowa’s 2,000 convenience 
stores now sell E15. 

Legislation approved last week by the 
Iowa House would require fuel retailers 
to purchase and install the equipment 
necessary to start dispensing E15 by 2026.  

The House bill provides some wiggle 
room for retailers whose fuel tanks and 
equipment are too old or are not com-
patible with the higher blends of ethanol. 
In its present form, the bill allows those 
retailers to seek a waiver from the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture from the E15 
requirement. 

Political leaders often preach about 

burdensome government regulations and 
the detrimental effect those have on busi-
nesses. The House-passed bill manages to 
stir in several of those regulations. 

The waiver application would require 
documentation that is backed up with 
“credible evidence” from engineers and 
other experts hired by station owners. If 
those experts or the station owner make 
untrue statements on the application, 
they could be charged with felonies, 
punishable by prison terms of up to five 
years and fines of up to $10,000. 

Ron Langston, the president of FUEL 
Iowa, an organization of gasoline retail-
ers, fuel distributors and biofuel produc-
ers, said he is concerned the Legislature’s 
proposals will force higher costs on 
businesses than the retailers can expect 
to recover through higher sales. And in 
small, rural communities, those eco-
nomics will force some retailers to get 
out of the fuel business, he predicted. 

“Markets, not government mandates, 
are what have been proven to work,” 
Langston told reporters. 

One of those economic anxieties is an 
existing federal prohibition on E15 being 
sold during summer months, except for 
use in so-called “flex fuel” vehicles.  

Tom Cope, a lobbyist for Casey’s 
General Stores, one of Iowa’s largest fuel 
sellers, told lawmakers that listing E15 as 
a flex fuel “will cause sales to fall through 
the floor.” 

Sales falling through the floor — that 
is not the sort of business model you 
want if the government is going to 
require you to change the varieties of 
gasoline you sell and force you to absorb 
some of the expense of upgrading your 
equipment. 

You didn’t hear lawmakers using the 
mandate word last week. You didn’t hear 
the words “burdensome government 
regulations” pass their lips, either.  

Nor were they talking about their 
concerns for the individual liberties and 

rights of business owners who do not 
want to be ordered to take on an expense 
they have no interest in and, perhaps, no 
ability to bear. 

Instead, House Speaker Pat Grassley of 
New Hartford said, “I think it’s very im-
portant for us here in Iowa to show the 
support for the renewable fuels industry.” 

Of course. When the legislation was 
debated last year to prohibit mask man-
dates, proponents of masks tried, with 
no success, to show their support for the 
health of Iowans and the wellbeing of 
people in care centers, retail establish-
ments and schools. 

Last year, lawmakers had no appetite 
for requiring anyone to wear a mask.  
This year, their view of mandates has 
changed — at least as long as we are 
talking about ethanol.

Randy Evans is executive director of the 
Iowa Freedom of Information and can 
be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.
com. Pen City Current is a member of the 
IFOIC.

Fuel mandate from GOP conflicts with other positions
EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Good Food for All

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

At Sonny’s, we’re committed to offering you

quality groceries at affordable prices

in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
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