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OFP opens Grazytown

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

James Salisbury celebrates his win over Richar Abel for stuffing jumbo marshmallows into their mouths as
a tiebreaker of sorts for the Crazytown elementary class president. The show “Crazytown” opens Friday.

CURTAIN UP FRIDAY: Hilarity on tap for next two weekends at Old Fort Players

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

Richar Abel again patrols the stage in a variety of roles
including an overzealous detective who has some crazy ideas
about a suspect charged with being Mr. Nice Guy.

She also shows some comedy chops as an elementary
student running for school president, and a peddler of a new
fangled “Play Purifier”, a new product available for those who
would rather seen cleaned up versions of such famous plays as
Glengarry Glen Ross, and Frankie and Johnny.

The craziness of Crazytown is throughout the play filtered
through the zany anchors at the KOMG radio station who

FORT MADISON - You'll get just a bit of everything with
the Old Fort Players spring production of Crazytown.

A cast of six jumps around from newscasters at the town’s
K-OMG broadcast center to elementary students to women
watching sports and that’s just the start.

Most of the cast have some deep roots with Fort Madison’s
theater company including veteran Ty Clute who serves a
co-director and picks up some cast spots in the variety come-

dy. See OFP, page 5

CITY NEWS
FortMadison slogan, flag contest extended to September

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

Amandus unveiled the con-
test two months ago at a regular
Council meeting. To spur interest,
Amandus said the winning flag will
receive a $500 cash prize. She also

See CONTEST, page 5

City Councilman Donna Aman-
dus, who originally proposed the
contest, said she wants to extend
the contest to Sept. 16 to allow for
additional submissions. Amandus
proposed the contest to help reflect
on the city’s new focus on growth.

FORT MADISON - An effort to
replace the city’s flag and create a
new slogan has been extended by
city officials.

lowa Legal

A1d suit needs
some sunlight

The legendary U.S. Supreme Court
justice Louis Brandeis once observed,
“Sunlight is said to be the best of disin-

fectants”

Brandeis was not talking about ev-
eryday cleaning around the home. He
was concerned about the importance of
transparency in rooting out or preventin

i

corruption or abuses in the workings of a

program, an organization or an entity of

government.

He was especially bothered by what he
called “the wickedness of people shield-

ing wrongdoers and passing them off (or
at least allowing them to pass themselves

off) as honest men.”

Were he alive today, the learned justice
from a century ago might prescribe

a healthy dose of sunshine for a legal
dispute that my friend, the investigative
journalist Clark Kauffman, brought to
light last week at the Iowa Capital Dis-

patch news website.

The Iowa Judicial Branch entered into a
contract in 2010 with a national law firm

from Austin, Texas, called Linebarger
Googan Blair & Sampson LLP. The firm

was hired to collect unpaid fines and fees

for the state court system.

The contract provided that the state
would get 75 percent of the money col-

lected, and the law firm would receive 25

percent of the amounts it collected.
In 2020, Iowa Legal Aid, a nonprofit

law firm that represents low-income

Iowans in certain types of legal disputes,
sued the Linebarger firm. The lawsuit

shined the spotlight on Linebarger’s

debt-collection tactics, including allega-
tions the firm used threats of contempt-

See EVANS, page 2
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From the Front

State fee collection suit has too many secrets

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

of-court actions and possible revocation of people’s
driver licenses if they did not pay their court fines and
court fees.

The lawsuit also alleged that when Linebarger mailed
collection notices to Iowans, it inflated their debt —
what the firm called their court-ordered obligation —
by 25 percent. That had the effect of boosting the law
firm’s Jowa revenue, because its share of each collec-
tion was calculated from a larger base amount.

Before Linebarger’s contract ended in January 2021,
the law firm collected $58.6 million for Iowa govern-
ment in court fines and fees. The firm’s compensation
for its work was $12 million, Kauffman reported.

A dose of Justice Brandeis’ sunshine is needed in this
matter because Linebarger and Iowa Legal Aid agreed
to settle the lawsuit last September with one import-
ant, but very troubling catch: They agreed to keep the
terms of their settlement agreement secret.

Confidentiality was imposed by the agreement, even
though it was ordinary Iowans and Iowa businesses
that were subjected to Linebarger collection tactics
that Iowa Legal Aid said were illegal, and even though
Linebarger had access to these Iowans because of its
contract with an arm of state government, the Iowa

Judicial Branch.

The Iowa court system was not a party in the law-
suit. Otherwise, an Iowa law that prohibits secret
settlements by state or local governments would have
thrown open Justice Brandeis’ window and let the
public see what the parties were agreeing to.

Linebarger and Iowa Legal Aid are still squabbling in
federal court over the legal fees Iowa Legal Aid wants
reimbursed for the lawsuit. That issue could end up
in the lap of the federal judge if the two parties do not
work that out themselves.

Linebarger claims the lawsuit has no merit. The
firm asserts that its work on behalf of the ITowa Judi-
cial Branch was not covered by the state and federal
debt-collection laws because the firm believes court
fines and fees are not legally considered to be debt.

Alexander Vincent Kornya, litigation director for
Iowa Legal Aid, told Kauffman the lawsuit is about
accountability and whether private law firms that col-
lect debts for government are beyond the reach of the
debt-collection laws.

“We believed they were accountable when we filed
the case, that they violated the law, and we still believe
that,” he told Kauffman.
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Kornya said the issues in the lawsuit are broader
than just unpaid fines and focus on indigent-defense
fees, too.

Poor people who cannot afford private attorneys
when charged with a crime must rely on court-ap-
pointed lawyers or public defenders to represent them.
In Iowa, Kornya said, a person is billed for their indi-
gent defense even if they are found not guilty.

Poor people face significant consequences if they do
not pay these fees for court-appointed attorneys. They
can be denied expungement of their case from their
criminal record, or they may have their tax refunds
taken and applied against the debt.

Kornya said Iowa Legal Aid serves thousands of
Iowans each year, without charge, on civil legal issues.
The lawsuit was aimed at reducing “the number of
people in crisis walking through our doors who can’t
cover life’s necessities because they are presented with
unwarranted and legally baseless threats of jail, license
revocations and other penalties.”

And that is why there needs to be full sunshine fall-
ing on this settlement agreement.

Randy Evans is Executive Director of Iowa Freedom
of Information Council and can be reached at DMRev-
ans2810@gmail.com. Pen City Current is a member of
the IFOIC.
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Obituaries

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

CRYSTAL R. WILLTIAMS

Crystal Renee Williams, 63, of Quincy, IL, formerly of Keokuk, IA went to
her heavenly home on Friday, April 29, 2022 at Blessing Hospital in Quincy,
IL.

She was born on January 9, 1959 in Keokuk, the daughter

of Ray and Joyce Williams. She graduated from Keokuk High
School with the Class of 1977. Crystal attended Iowa State
University and Southeastern Community College where she

received her Associates Degree. During college, she sang in
WILLIAMS the Gospel Choir and made many lifelong friends through this
ministry of music.

Crystal worked in education and had been employed at several Day Cares
and also at Keokuk Middle School and Teen Outreach.

Crystal was an Elder and ordained Minister at the Cathedral of Worship in
Quincy. She had an unwavering and deep faith in God and her passion was
ministering to people and sharing the gospel of Christ.

She was a talented artist and created many oil-based paintings that always
portrayed a faith based message. She loved to shop, listen to gospel music
and cook. Her home-made salisbury steak was a favorite of all her family and
friends. She also enjoyed watching Family Feud, The Andy Griffith Show,
Madea movies and anything that starred Denzel Washington.

She is survived by her brother, Ray Williams (Mary) of Quincy, nieces and
nephews, LaToya Williams, Aaron Williams, Andrew Williams and Autumn
Williams, and many great nieces and nephews. Crystal loved her family
deeply and even though she had no biological children of her own, she had
many spiritual children that she nurtured and loved.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., May 28, 2022 at the Vigen Memo-
rial Home in Keokuk with Bishop E. L. Warren officiating. Burial will be in
the Oakland Cemetery.

Visitation will be held from 5-7 p.m., May 27, 2022 at the funeral home

&=with family meeting with friends at that time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorial-

home.com.

DALE K. WILSON

Dale Kenneth Wilson, 96, of West Point, Iowa, passed away at 12:15 p.m. Sunday,
May 1, 2022, at his home.

He was born on October 31, 1925, in Pleasant Ridge Township near West Point,
Iowa, the son of Roy and Maude (Bogert) Wilson.

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister: Irene. He was
the last surviving member of his family.

Dale was a member and former Elder of the West Point Presby-
terian Church and a member of the West Point American Legion
Holtz-Geers Post #668. He attended the one room grade schools at
Peachblow and Woolen’s Corner. He graduated from the Denmark
Academy High School in 1943. He was a veteran of World War II and
served with the 11th Air Cargo Resupply Squadron in Luzon. In earlier years, Dale
was the water boy for the Pleasant Ridge thrashing ring
and later, drove a team and bundle wagon thrashing when
he was thirteen. He farmed all his life. In later years, Dale
and his sister, Irene, farmed the home place together until
their retirement. He had lived on the same farm in Pleasant
Ridge for nearly ninety-five years. Dale was also proud of
his heritage. He was the oldest direct descendant of early Lee County Pioneer, Hugh
Wilson. Dale enjoyed mowing the lawn with his John Deere, his dog and being out-
doors.

Visitation will be held from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 5, 2022, at
Schmitz Funeral Home, West Point.

A funeral service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday, May 6, 2022, at Schmitz Funeral
Home in West Point with Pastor Larry Shipley officiating.

Burial will be at Fairview Cemetery rural Fort Madison, Iowa with full military
rites presented by the West Point American Legion.

A memorial has been established in his memory for West Point Presbyterian
Church.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.

WILSON

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting
fee.

#ShopLocal

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.

CAMP DATES: May 3 1% thru August 12
Swimming ¢ Field Trips ¢ Crafts
Games * Reading * AND MORE!

For Kindergarten through 6th Graders

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA M4

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA|319-372-2403 | fortmadisony.org

Enroll

Today!

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

HANK YOU

We are grateful for the opportunity to care for your family’s oral health
& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

We are now accepting new patients.

www.DrMarkDDS.com
POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

New London
(319) 367-2311

Burlington
(319) 752-7993
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Yo Chroice Tor Compassionate Hospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff ® Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \/olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

ﬂeokumq) comfo;etmq) end-ot-lite care since 1939

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeGountyHD.org
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JUSTIN L. WESTERMEYER

Justin Luke Westermeyer, 41, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Monday, May 2,
2022 at his home. He was born on September 18, 1980 in Keokuk, IA to Rodney &
Ethel White Westermeyer. He was a landscaper for many years and enjoyed arrow-

head hunting, motorcycles, art, especially painting and spending time
with his children.
Justin is survived by: his companion of 19 years: Andrea Hoenig of
Fort Madison, IA; 3-daughters: Rachel, Emily & Ayla Westermeyer
of Fort Madison, IA; 1-son: Wyatt Westermeyer of Fort Madison, IA;
his mother: Ethel Westermeyer of Keokuk, IA and 1-brother: Russell

WESTERMEYER  (companion Kimberly Fink) Westermeyer of Keokuk, IA. He was
preceded in death by: his grandparents, his father & 1-brother: Cody

Westermeyer.

A visitation will be held from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May 9, 2022 at King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. He will be cremated following the visitation and
burial will be held at Charleston Cemetery in Charleston, IA. A memorial has been
established in his memory. Online condolences and a video tribute of Justin’s life
may be viewed at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.king-

lynk.com.

OFP’s Crazytown opens Friday

OFP- Continued from Page 1

serves as the conductor for

the evening hilarity.

James Salisbury picks up
a multitude of roles in this

production as well. He’s
building on three years

with Old Fort Players with

most recently voicing

several roles in “It’s a Won-

derful Life”

6 Tedra Edwards returns
to the lights of the OFP
Theater for the first time
since “Drinking Habits”

She pulls off a pajama clad,

sports watching snacker
and the clumsy weather
girl in addition to other

roles in the nine-scene
comedy.

Angela Sandford directs
and other cast members
include Michael Reed
Randolph, Kim Albers and
James Salisbury.

Two brief intermissions
break up the nonsense that
wraps up with the possi-
bility of the Chicago Cubs
winning the world series.

Show times are 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday May
6-7 and May 13-14 and
2 p.m. Sunday matinees
on May 8 and 15. Adult
tickets are $15. Senior/

Spoil the Best Mom Ever

with beautiful plants she'll adore for years to come

— just like her favorite child!

Open Mother’s Day + 9am-6pm

Hanging baskets, clematis, coral bells, cone flowers, daylilies,
hostas, ornamental grasses, vegetables, & more

Hillcrest Hostas & More

Perennial Plant Nursery

2292 Hillcrest Road, Donnellson, |A
5 miles west of Fort Madison + 319-835-3017

www.HillcrestHostas.com

military/veteran tickets are
$12 and students ages 5-17
are $10 per show.

The play is produced in
special arrangement with
Playscripts. Lead spon-
sors for the season are
Lee County Bank and Jim
Baier Ford and partners
include the Fort Madi-
son Daily Democrat and
Scotts, with Connections
Bank also contributing.

Councilwoman wants new slogan,
flag to show city’s progress

CONTEST- Continued from Page 1

said the city needs a new slogan.

A committee was formed that includes City Councilman Kevin Rink,
LCEDG Administrative Assistant Carmen Salazar, Pen City Current, and the
Daily Democrat.

The new flags would need to have a design that works both horizontally
and vertically so they can be flown or hung on the new poles that are lining
the new Hwy. 61 work through Fort Madison.

The city’s current slogan is Always Moving, but Amandus said people are
taking liberties with it on social media and adding words to the hashtag that
are detrimental to the city’s forward motion.

She said the new slogan should also reflect the city’s new efforts at growth.

“This new design should capture what makes our city unique as a commu-
nity and will serve as an illustration, or trademark if you will, of what our
city represents,” Amandus said.

She said people who live or go to school within the city of Fort Madison
will be able to submit their individual designs. A contest form will go up on

the city website at https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/ in the next few days and

will be shared with the school systems.

The new deadline for submissions will be Friday, Sept. 16 at 5 p.m. and
they can be entered online, mailed, or dropped off at City Hall at 811 Avenue
E.

The entries will be logged anonymously and then all the admissions will be
judged by the five-person committee and be cut down to the top five submis-

sions. Those five submissions will then be listed in a poll at www.pencitycur-

rent.com and www.dailydem.com for a public vote. The top three vote getters

will then be forwarded to the City Council to select the winner on May 17.

Pen City Current will not publish an e—Edition
Thursday, May 5-Wednesday, May 11.

Watch our website for all the latest news.
Thanx for reading!
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When Disaster Strikes, Know Youre Protected

Home * Auto + Commercial - Bonds * Farm + Crop - Health - Life - Disability

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.Fullenkamplins.com
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

BE AN ELECTION SUPERHERC!

The Lee County Auditor’s Office is looking
for Precinct Officials to work at the June
7th Primary Election. Help guide voters
through the voting process and guard the
integrity of our elections. Rate of pay is
$10.00 per hour. Required training will be
held May 25th. Rate of pay for training is
$7.25 per hour. A well run election is the
key to our democracy. If you are interest-
ed, please contact the Auditor’s Office at
319-372-3705 or email Heather Billings at

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison Parks,
Recreation and Dock

Board Meeting
Wednesday,
May 4th, 2022
Meeting at Council
Chambers — 5:00pm

HELP
WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Agenda PORT Trails
2. Fort Madison Marina
I. Call to order 3. Pickleball Courts @
I1. Roll call Victory

I1l. Public Comments

IV. Approval of Minutes

a. March 2nd, 2022

V. Guest Presentations

a. PAWs Fundraiser at
City Band Concerts

VI. Old Business

a. Jillian Perry — Free
Little Libraries Update

b. Five Year Park Im-
provement Updates

1. Mile Markers on

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

4. Canine Corral Dog
Park

VII. New Business

a. Upcoming Approved
Special Events

1. High Fitness Classes
@ OlId Settlers Courts
April 13 — July 27 (Week-
ly)

2. Pen City Cruisers
Car Show @ Riverview
Park May 7

Used Samsung Cellphone

Accessories for sale

3. Glow Crazy for Edu-
cation 5K May 7

4. Farmer’s Market @
Central Park June 6 —
September 26 (Weekly)

5. Downtown Summer
Market June 9, July 7,
August 18

6. IFCO Company
Picnic (Private) @ Rodeo
Park une 11

7. Harvestville Farm
Downtown Dinner (Pri-
vate) June 11

8. Riverside Pride Block
Party June 16

9. Lake Cooper Angling
Association Bass Tourn.
July 9

10. Seventh-Day
Adventist District Rally
August 27

11. Humann/Jackson
Wedding @ Rodeo Park
(Private) October 1

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental @ gmail.com
EOE

Samsung Note 8 Fast Charger Stand, like new condition,
with charger cord & plug, and clear phone case, $35 for all;
Samsung Gear Fit2 Pro, like new condition, with charger
and orange band, $75. Buy together or separate.

12. Parade of Lights
November 25
VIIl.  Adjournment

hbillings@leecounty.org.

Subscribe to Eli'i'iﬁEl
#PCC today -

Free and Paid 15

Gota

news tip?
Ealll:hucE >

[319)371.1670

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Options Available.

Text or call Lee at 319.371.4125

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Bu ymg or SeIJIJIJng

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy., vitality, and improved sleep

¢ and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

Sowy Im Thinkang o} You with
Beautijul, Tresh-Cut Tlowers

Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Fresh Flowers  Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays © Plants
Remembrance Arrungemenis

Call i1z

* Real Knowledge
* Real Experience
* Real Dedication,

_L\”;

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison « 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

Karen Hope
o (319) 372-4040

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington « Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

L%
AN

i

Lee, Coundy Flored, LLC

Delivering to all of lee County

319-470-8611 * Donnellson

Click this ad to visit us on
www.LeeCountyFloral.com  Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com

17 Stitre Oustaloor Prodiets JLLG
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http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
mailto:HBillings%40LeeCounty.org?subject=Election%20Volunteers%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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USINESS DIRECTOR

28
g' gg Posters Art
‘u:n g% Flyers S'uprzlles
o Pr||_1t|ng
3 Office
» Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.211
Fort Madison, I doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

€

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential wwww.cullenpest.com

Commercial

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

925 Fruit Street

319.835.5011
o @GreenAcresGC

DONNELLSON |OWA

Never Shiver, Don't Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there’s
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Notlicensed
inMA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensedin NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. | can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

D FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau L7ife Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.

*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

We Support

The right for workers to organize and collective bar-
gain, full funding for public education for all Iowa
students from pre-K-graduation, citizens’ right to
vote should be made easier and not more restrictive,
laws to support clean waterways, air quality and land,
and increases funding for mental healthcare.

319-526-3160
P.O. Box 1302, Keokuk IA 52632



https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064505514452
https://www.facebook.com/greenacresgc
https://www.CapeAir.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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USDA accepting more than 2 million acres in CRP offers

DES MOINES, Iowa, May 3, 2022 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting more than 2 million acres
in offers from agricultural producers and landowners through the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) General signup, which included more than 12,600 acres in
Iowa. This is the first of the program’s multiple signups occurring in 2022. With about
3.4 million acres expiring this year, Vilsack encourages producers and landowners to
consider the Grassland and Continuous signups, both of which are currently open.

“Our conservation programs are voluntary, and at the end of the day, produc-
ers are making market-based decisions as the program was designed to allow and
encourages,” Matt Russell, FSA State Executive Director in Iowa. “We recognize
the Conservation Reserve Program is an important tool in helping mitigate climate
change and conserve natural resources, and this announcement is just the first oppor-
tunity for producers to take advantage of the program. Producers are still looking
at options under the working-lands Grassland Conservation Reserve Program, the
more targeted buffer-type practices under Continuous CRP, and partnership op-
portunities through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). For
farmers who have decided to return all or a portion of their land into production
agriculture, USDA will also be reaching out to ensure they understand and can take
advantage of options to either prepare the land for production or transition it to
beginning farmers.”

Producers submitted re-enrollment offers for just over half of expiring acres,
similar to the rate in 2021. Offers for new land under General CRP were considerably

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are

with digital ads.
Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

lower compared to last year’s numbers, with fewer than 400,000 acres being offered
this year versus over 700,000 acres offered last year.

It is important to note that submitting and accepting a CRP offer is the start of
the process, and producers still need to develop a conservation plan before enrolling
their land on October 1, 2022. Each year, during the window between offer accep-
tance and land enrollment, some producers change their mind and ultimately decide
not to enroll some accepted acres without penalty.

The three other types of CRP—Grasslands, Continuous, and CREP—are still
available for either working-lands or targeted, often smaller sub-field, offers. Produc-
ers have submitted offers on nearly 260,000 acres through the Continuous and CREP
signup so far this year. The Grassland signup - which last year had its highest partici-
pation ever - closes May 13, 2022.

General CRP Signup

The General CRP Signup 58 ran from Jan. 31 to March 11, 2022.

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve soil
health and water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on agricultural land. In addi-
tion to the other well-documented benefits, lands enrolled in CRP are playing a key
role in climate change mitigation efforts across the country.

In 2021, FSA introduced improvements to the program, which included a new
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon sequestration and reduce green-
house gas emissions. This incentive provides a 3%, 5% or 10% incentive payment
based on the predominant vegetation type for the practices enrolled - from grasses to
trees to wetland restoration.

More Information

While the General Signup is closed, producers and landowners can still apply for
the Continuous and Grassland signups by contacting their local USDA Service Cen-
ter.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conser-
vation programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control
soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out

of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation 9

and economic benefits. Learn more at fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Apply today at Casebine.com

Call Shawn or Heather on the

Lending Hotline-

(319) 752-0112

Specializing in short-term, small dollar loans.
Membership not required to apply!


https://casebine.com/
http://fsa.usda.gov/crp
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Nauvoo closes in on new community building

NEW OFFICES: FM’s Schickedanz to

build city’s new community center

NAUVOO - The idea of consolidating various City
offices into one location has been under consideration
for a long time. It began in 2009 and was originally
planned to build a new public library. After looking
at possible locations, it was concluded that the block
containing the old school building was the best option
and the City purchased the property in 2017.

In 2019 the Nauvoo City Council formed the Nau-
voo Community Center Capital Campaign Committee
(NC5) and that Spring, the NC5 began an ambitious
four-million-dollar fund-raising effort. The building
would be funded with private donations and would
house a conference center, a modern library/learn-
ing center, a visitors’ welcome center, a food pantry, a
police station, and municipal offices. It was to serve as
a hub for community events and gatherings and a cat-
alyst for promoting small group tourism and support

for local businesses and startups. Construction would
be at the site of the school, which meant that the school
would be demolished.

That summer, members of the NC5 explained the
proposal to build the new community center to the
residents of Nauvoo and the surrounding area. The
small groups met at the historic Hotel Nauvoo. After
the presentations, NC5 members answered questions
and provided various ways in which one could donate
to the project.

As donations began trickling in, the NC5 hosted var-
ious fund-raising projects. One of the most successful
fundraisers was an auction held on October 12, 2019.
$34,000 was raised from donated items and Sullivan
Auctioneers from Hamilton donated their services to
assist. Other fundraisers included stuffing piggybanks
and stuffing ourselves after purchasing cookies from
cookie sales as well as bricks and pavers for the en-
trance plaza.

Then the dark night of COVID swept across the land.
A puzzle and game night scheduled for March 21, 2020
was canceled. Public fundraisers were impossible, and

Towa DOT to start southeast lowa traffic counts

AMES - The Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation is
working across the state this
spring and summer to deter-
mine how many cars, trucks,
and other vehicles are using
the state, county, and city
roadways. The information
gathered allows transporta-

6 tion officials to better predict

traffic volume and weight
trends, allowing them to
plan improvements that will
give lowans the most benefit
for each dollar spent.

This year’s efforts are
concentrated in southeast

Iowa, but occasionally crews
will work elsewhere in the
state. Some employees will
spend peak hours between 7
a.m. and 6 p.m. at a location
counting the morning, noon,
and evening traffic. They
count and classify vehicles,
record vehicle turning move-
ments, and gather other

data necessary to assist in
planning the future of Iowas
roadway system.

Other employees will be
placing and checking por-
table traffic recorders in the
same general areas. When

the recorders are set, they
usually record data for one
or two days and are checked
periodically. Employees
responsible for the record-
ers work various shifts,
including hours outside of a
traditional business day.

Additional statewide work
scheduled for this summer
includes the installation,
upgrading, and maintenance
of permanent traffic record-
ers and weigh-in-motion
equipment at continuous
count station locations. Oth-
er data collection includes

taking inventory on railroad
crossing characteristics such
as the number of tracks, the
types of warning devices
including signs, lights, horns
and control gates present
which are then entered into
a handheld field computer.
This information is then
used in rail crossing plan-
ning, engineering, and safety
purposes.

People in the area can
expect to see lowa DOT
employees and vehicles in
their communities all hours

of the day.

donations slowed to a trickle. Things looked bleak for
months.

Yet, the NC5 persisted, hosting a Valentine meal
fundraiser in February 2021, followed by various “how
to” classes in March. The ambitious project was scaled
back to two million dollars, and no longer required the
demolition of the old school. Alderman Larry Nich-
oll obtained an Illinois Library Construction Grant
awarding $504,000 towards the project. By late March,
the project was $500,000 short of its goal, and had only
three more months to raise the money.

In April 2021 the project received a much-needed
boost with the announcement of a $400,000 pledge. It
seemed that everyone was getting on board. That and
other generous donations provided sufficient funds
to get the project going. In March of 2022 the City
Council awarded the building contract to Schickedanz
Construction of Fort Madison, Iowa.

On April 21st, an outline of the building was painted
on the lawn in front of the old school building.

Final plans are being made for the building which
will be the hub of our community. It is the commit-
tee’s wish that this be a building of which our people
can be proud. The committee is accepting donations
which will cover parking, sidewalks, landscaping and
upgrades with the hope of an additional $200,000 being
raised. You can invest in Nauvoo’ future by donating at
City Hall, or at www.nauvoocc.org. The NC5 commit-
tee appreciates those who have supported this project
and look forward to its projected completion sometime
this Fall.

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Tents & Accessories

SAVE 20"

on your tent rental

Proudly Present

MAY 6-8 - 13-13, 2022

Produced by Special Arrangement with Playscripts
(www.playscripts.com)

Fri= Sat 7:30pm Sun 2:00pm
Adult Tickets $15 Senior & Military $12  Students $10.

Tickets available online. Check website for details.
0Old Fort Players 319-372-9550

You may call or send a Facebook message to reserve tickets
to be purchased at the door with cash or credit card.

725 Avenue G

i oldfortplayers.com
Fort Madison, IA oldfortplayers.com

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

O/ APY*
e 1,80 % e
. Mini q T
2-year 2.70 9% APY $I1n(l)?;8m eposi
- 0/ APY*  Minimum deposit
wer 3,00 %% oo

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Tony Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor

614 9th St
Fort Madison, IA 52627-2808
319-669-1041

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/27/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid)
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest
and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust
Corp. (DTO).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/?epik=dj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://oldfortplayers.com/
http://www.nauvoocc.org
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/tony-fullenkamp
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Southeast lowa Job Fair

————

WHAT: Opportunity for job seekers to connect
with prospective employers and local resources

WHEN: May 5, 202210 am -1 pm

. Inside the Westland Mall, West Burlington, 1A

WHY: * Find out about job opportunities, ask questions
and network with employers

e Learn more about local resources available to you

HOW: Simply stop on out! No registration needed.
For updates & more details check out the
@lowaWORKSBurlington Facebook page.

%cational
L !ﬁghabilitation

Greater m——>

N\

“WBURLINGTON flowaWORKS



/>¢/MUSIC TRIVIA BENEFIT/,/

HELP BRING LUCY HOME!

Trivia provided by Rich Pickle Trivia
VYV VVVVVVVVVVVVIVIVVVY \
WHAT: Benefit to help pay for the cost of bringing Lucy home to rest:
WHEN: Saturday, May 21, 2022 Beginning at /PM
WHERE=Ft=Madison Eagle’s Club )
Teams/tables of 8 will be $120 ($15 per plages)” = | v’
Theme baskets will be up for silent auction and winners annnuncg_llc;-{;

after the final round of trivia.
Monetary donations are welcome and most appreciated!

Lucy Saltzgaver fought bravely against pulmonary hypertension and
congestive heart failure. Lucy also had Down Syndrome, was a light in this
world and the center of her Mommy’s and Daddy’s universe.

On March 15th, Lucy, our little angel, went to heaven to live beyond this realm
to be eternally happy, made whole, and perfect in every way as she waits for
the great reunion with her loved ones.

All proceeds will be used to help bring Lucy home to her final resting place
close to family, friends, and loved ones.

To reserve a table or...

For more information or questions call:
Michelle: 319-561-0040

Kayla: 319-470-0178
Melissa: 319-470-5183




DENMARK HERITAGE DAYS
JUNE 3, 4, 5, 2022 DENMARK, IA
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DAILY ACTIVITIES
Homemade Ice Cream
Book Sale
Antiques/Primitives
Flea Market/Crafts
TR R bcainy A|1|i§4£hati}r4nsers Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
Kids' Train Rides
ERIDAY Kettle Corn

Tractor/Gas Engine Registration 7 a.m.

Town Wide Yard Sales 8 a.m

Live Music in Shelter House 7 p.m.

by Stump Town.
SATURDAY

Breakfast at Fire Station 7:30 a.m-9:30 a.m.

Town Wide Yard Sales 8 a.m.

Custom Cars & Pickups 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Wiffle Ball Game 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sidewalk Chalk Contest 10:30 am.-12 p.m.

Tractor Parade 1 p..m.

Silver Steppers 2:30 p.m.

Pedal Tractor Pulls 2:30 p.m.

Live Auction 4 p.m.

Pork Meal in Shelter House 5 p.m.

Live Music in Shelter House 5:30 p.m.

by Lonesome Fugitive YOU WILL FIND
Breakfast at Ch rs::lll:NDAY 30 a.m e e
r u 7:30 a.m.

Church in Shelter House 10 a.m. DAL BN ERGRBOUN

Ham Ball Dinner at Church 11 a.m.

Tractor Parade 1 p.m.

www.denmarkheritageday.com
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