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About 160 people attended a state-mandated hearing with officials from the lowa Utilities Board and
Navigator CO2 to hear about a proposed liquid carbon dioxide pipeline that would cut across Lee County.

HEARTLAND GREENWAY: Landowners pepper IUB, Navigator with questions

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - Four representatives from Navigator
CO2 tried to pitch the safety and benefits of a carbon
dioxide capture pipeline that’s planned to run through

Lee County.

River and progress through Illinois to a capture center

in south central Illinois.
According to the Heartland Greenway website,

“carbon capturing and sequestration (CCS) technology
captures carbon emissions produced by agricultural
processes before they reach the atmosphere. The cap-

tured greenhouse gases are then processed and com-

The pipeline has been designed to run 50 miles
through Lee County from the northwest side to the
southeast corner where it will cross the Mississippi

pressed into a liquid form that can be safely transported

See PIPELINE, page 7

UGLY SWEATER RUN

PORT trail grows as new section dedicated at run

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The recreation
trail that is gradually starting to con-
nect the city of Fort Madison, saw a
new segment open Sunday from 48th
Street to the hospital.

The Promote Outdoor Recreational
Trails committee now chaired by Larry
Smith, officially opened the new section

of 10-foot concrete pathway from 48th
Street across from Avenue L, west to
the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical
Center’s Fort Madison campus.

The trail runs out to the hospital
campus where it loops around the pond
on the property and back. It's now part
of about 10 miles of pathways that run
along the east and south borders of
the Fort Madison Middle School, in
addition to the rec trail that starts at the

northwest corner of the Fort Madison
High School and runs along the back

side of the baseball and softball fields

all the way to 18th Street.

The trail crosses there and then heads
east down Avenue B to 15th Street
where it turns north and runs up to
Rodeo Park.

Smith said there’s more work to be

See TRAIL, page 3

DONATIONS NEEDED

Keokuk fire

displaces
families

Area groups step in
to help collect needed
items for 32 people

BY PCC STAFF

KEOKUK - An early morning fire that
destroyed the upper floors and roof on
the Westport Apartment complex in Ke-
okuk has left 15 families and 32 individu-
als without a place to live.

Firefighters and emergency crews were
on the scene at about 2:30 a.m. Thursday
morning and battled the fire for about 4.5
hours until 7 a.m.

Jackson Township fire was also called to
assist, as was the Keokuk Volunteer Emer-
gency Corp. and Lee County EMS. Six
people were transported to area hospitals
with smoke inhalation and several pets
were rescued by firefighters.

Several area support groups have set
up donation mechanisms for the families
impacted by the fire, according to the Lee
County Health Department.

The Salvation Army will become a set
up point for The Red Cross. The Red
Cross is working to provide housing for
the individuals displaced.

The Salvation Army needs personal care
items/toiletries and is accepting gift cards
to Wal-Mart, Hy-Vee, and Walgreens.
Victims also lost prescription medications
and many other essential items. Gift cards
and personal care items can be dropped
oft at The Salvation Army at 31 S. 30th St.
in Keokuk.

First Christian Church at 3476 Main
Street will provide beds to children affect-
ed by the fire and will be taking donations
for adult-sized beds, bed frames, bedding,
etc. Those wishing to help can call 319-
524-5266 for donation drop off, or if you
are an individual needing a bed as a result
of the fire. The church is also an overflow
for donated items. There are some recent-
ly donated coats available, especially child
sizes.

>

See FIRE, page 2
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Obituaries/From the Front

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

RITA J. LANCASTER

Rita Jacqueline Lancaster, 92, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Tuesday, De-
cember 7, 2021 at 9:55 AM at the Solon (IA) Care Center.

She was born on July 23, 1929 at Sacred Heart Hospital in Ft. Madison to Roy W.
and Ruth Hutton Gehle. On March 3, 1951 she married Donald Lee
Lancaster at St. Mary’s Church in Fort Madison and he passed away
on December 24, 1969. In her early years Rita worked with her grand-
father at Hutton’s Cigar Store. She then was a manager at JCPenney
Men’s Department and at the Spiegel Catalog store in Fort Madison.
Before retirement, she also worked at the Financial Adjustment Bu-
reau all in Burlington. Rita enjoyed embroidering, reading, working
on crossword and jigsaw puzzles. She loved animals and always had a

LANCASTER

pet dog.

Survivors include her brother Roger (Patricia) Gehle of Fort Madison, two sons,
Robert (Renee Lunemann) Lancaster of Solon, IA and Rex (Renee) Lancaster of
Cedar Rapids, IA ; three grandchildren, Jenny (Tony) Kramer of Cedar Rapids, IA,
Adam (Ashley) Lancaster of Royal Oak, MI and Dillon (Bronwyn) Lancaster of Re-
inbeck, IA; six great-grandchildren, Addy and Landon Kramer of Cedar Rapids, IA,
Delilah and Eliza Lancaster of Royal Oak, MI and Malakai and Roman Lancaster of

ELLEN BALDWIN

Ellen Baldwin, 80, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 3:30 a.m. Tuesday, December
7, 2021, at Oak Lane Nursing and Rehab in Stronghurst, Illinois.

She was born on April 1, 1941, in Kirkwood, Illinois, the daughter of Gerald R.
and Marie (McCune) Salter.

Survivors include several nieces, nephews, great nieces and great
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents and three sisters.

Ellen was a 1959 graduate of Nauvoo High School. She worked at
Troy Cleaners, Sheaffer Pen Company and retired from the Heinz
Company. She attended the former Nauvoo Presbyterian Church.

A private family graveside service will be held at Appanoose Ceme-
tery in rural Niota with Pastor Mark Anderson officiating.

A celebration of life will be held in the Spring of 2022.

A memorial has been established in her memory.

Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.
On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.sbbfuneralhome.com.

BALDWIN

Reinbeck, IA. She was preceded in death by her parents, Roy and Ruth; her hus-
band, Don and one brother, Richard Gehle.

The funeral service will be held on Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 11:00 AM at
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Renee Lunemann officiating. Burial

will follow in Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery. The family will meet with friends

from 10:30 AM until the time of the service at 11:00 AM.

A memorial has been established for Ss. Mary & Joseph Catholic Church in Fort
Madison. Online condolences may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory website: www.kinglynk.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases.
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of
&= obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

Donations sought for fire victims

FIRE - Continued from Page 1

Act 2:45 Closet is also helping the fire victims provide clothing items, furniture,
and more. For more information contact Tiffany Smith.

Radio Keokuk is also taking donations They are in the process of compiling a list
of specifics on ages, sizes, boys, girls, etc. Victims of the fire can also message the
station at leahj@radiokeokuk.com with your information.

WARREN J. NUTTER

FORT MADISON - Warren John Nutter was pronounced dead due to natural
causes at 11:01 a.m. on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 in a hospice room of the Iowa
State Penitentiary where he had been housed due to chronic illness. Nutter was 84
years old at the time of his death.

Nutter had been serving a life sentence for the crime of Murder 1st Degree from
Buchanan County. His sentence began on February 10, 1956.

State to invest $ 100M in water efforts

DES MOINES -- Gov.
Reynolds today announced
a historic $100M invest-
ment in water infrastruc-
ture and water quality

efforts for the State of Iowa.

Through a new grant
program within Iowa
Finance Authority, Gov.
Reynolds is allocating
$75M for the Water
Infrastructure Fund. The
funding will come through
federal ARPA dollars and
will support projects aimed
at reducing excess nutri-
ents, improving drought

resiliency, reducing flood
risks, improving public
health, promoting reuse
of water and wastewater
and providing significant
economic benefits to com-
munities and the state. The
grant application process
will open December 15 and
can be found here.

“We recognize the
value and importance of
water quality and what
that means to families,
businesses and economic
prosperity for our state,”
said Gov. Reynolds. “That’s
why we remain committed
to improving Iowa’s water
quality and providing these
historic investments to lo-
cal communities, landown-

ers and organizations that
aim to protect, preserve
and restore Iowa’s water
resources.”

An additional $25M will 9

be allocated to the Conser-
vation Infrastructure Proj-
ect at the Jowa Department
of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship.

The Iowa Conservation
Infrastructure Project
brings together both public
and private resources to
advance the mission of the
Iowa Nutrient Reduction
Strategy. In doing so, im-
provements will be made in
priority watersheds to im-
prove water quality, habitat,
recreation opportunities
and carbon sequestration.

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
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Celebrations/From the Front

PORT group still has more | EBi7/ Ayvwcuncementsn

plans for rec trails STUEKERJUERGEN

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. - Bailey and Kaleb Stuekerjuergen are proud
to announce the birth of their daughter Millie Stuekerjuergen at Blanch-
field Hospital at Fort Campbell, Ky on Sept. 2, 2021.

TRALIL - Continued from Page 1

d(ln °, X Millie is joined at home by Henry 2.
We've applied for state rec trail grants, REAP grants, and we've been turned down Grandparents are LeAnn Murphy, Debbie Murphy, the late Michael
on a couple. We've got one more that’s still active that’s due at the end of December” Murphy, Marcine Ellis, the late Frank Ellis and the late Nancy and Paul

The next section of trail being proposed will run from the Phase 3 section that just
opened on 48th Street to the Phase II section north on 48th Street to the trail head
at the middle school on the Baxter Sports Complex side of 48th Street.

Smith said that portion will cost about $500,000.

STUEKERJUERGEN Stuekerjuergen, all of Fort Madison; and Dennis Stuekerjuergen and
Traci Stuekerjuergen of West Point

The PORT committee got a substantial contribution from the Great River Health FRASER
System-Fort Madison Community Hospital Community Foundation Of about $3 FORT MADISON - ]essica ngglns and Bradley Fraser are proud to announce the
million. Those funds paid for the trail up to Rodeo Park from behind the high birth of their son Wells Fraser in Nov. 4, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical

school. It also has provided additional funding for future amenities and some match | Center in Fort Madison.
money for future grants.

The PORT committee started working on building the trail network about eight

years ago under the leadership of Rachel Benda. She did that for the first seven BALES

years, before Smith took over as chairman. FORT MADISON - Kelsey and Shawn Bales are proud to announce the birth of
He said eventually the trail could go all the way down Avenue A with a 10-foot their son Kallen Bales on Oct. 24, 2021 at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in

trail off the current trail head on Bluff Road and hook up with 24th Street which al- | Fort Madison.
ready has dedicated bike lanes assigned there. That would go south to Bus. 61 where

the path could tie in with 10-foot sidewalks, that are already in place in the 2nd to Pen Citv C t Celebrati l
10th street completed highway reconstruction. en. Ity Lurrent Lelebra IOhSl po Icy.
He said that path could then go east and tie into the new marina and have a trail The Current runs birth announcements, wedding anniversary an-

that runs from the hospital to the east edge of town and from Rodeo park to Bus. 61. | | houncements, and other milestones at no charge to individuals and
This week crews could be installing a new bridge on Avenue B that crosses a creek they run the day they are submitted in most cases. Announcements
bed there. can be submitted online here: https://www.pencitycurrent.com/sub-
“Essentially now, when the bridge is in, we'll have from the hospital to rodeo and missions/ or by email to editor@pencitycurrent.com.
that’s five miles each way, which is a 10-mile loop and that doesn’t include the paved
paths through Rodeo Park,” Smith said.
During the dedication, Smith thanked Jones Contracting for their work in build-

ing the path, as well as the City of Fort Madison.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld was on hand making the 5K run at the ded- yp e r O‘u u pe r re s

eication which took place during the group’s annual Ugly Sweater 5K run on Sunday 9
afternoon at the complex.

ood Food for Al

At Sonny’s, we're committed to offering you
quality groceries at affordable prices
in a healthy & safe environment.

Thank you for shopping local. Stay safe!

Call for curhside pickup

319.837.6126

327 5™ Street, West Point, IA

TrailwaysTravel.com
319.753.2864 x162

Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and Professional Excellence Since 1963
Home « Auto - Commercial - Bonds « Farm « Crop
Health . Life - Disability
FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
www.Fullenkamplins.com Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment



http://www.FullenkampIns.com
https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Iceland-Land-of-Fire-Ice-20221
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/submissions/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/submissions/
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
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Local News/Health News

IDOT says Hwy. 2 set to
reopen on December 15

FAIRFIELD, Iowa - Dec. 9, 2021 - The
bridge located at Sugar Creek, 1.4 miles
west of Donnellson in Lee County is
scheduled to open Wednesday, Decem-
ber 15th, weather permitting. With the
first phase to replace bridges on Iowa
2 completed, between Farmington and
Donnellson, Iowa 2 will be open to traf-
fic in both directions during the Winter.

However, in Spring 2022, the next
phase to microsurface Iowa 2, between
Donnellson and Farmington, will re-
quire alternating lane closures and using
a pilot car for traffic control.

The Iowa DOT reminds motorists
to drive with caution, obey the posted
speed limit and other signs in the work
area, and be aware that traffic fines for
moving violations are at least double in
work zones.

As in all work zones, drivers should

stay alert, allow ample space between
vehicles, and wear seat belts.

The latest traveler information is
available anytime through our 511
system. Visit 511ia.org; call 511 (within
Towa) or 800-288-1047 (nationwide);
stay connected with 511 on Facebook or
Twitter (find links at https://iowadot.gov
/511/511-social-media-sites); or down-
load the free app to your mobile device.

To receive email or text alerts about
traffic incidents, road closures, traffic
delays, and other restrictions that affect
this highway route or other routes you
travel, the Iowa DOT offers the “Your
511" option on 511ia.org. It’s easy to
subscribe to Your 511 and sign up to
receive the email/text alerts. Visit https://
iowadot.gov/511/511-full-feature-web-
site-help/how-to-videos for simple, step-
by-step instructions.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Reuach your customers
wherever they are

with digital ads.
Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

State Hygienic Lab confirms
lowa’s first case of Omicron

DES MOINES - The Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the State
Hygienic Lab (SHL) confirm detection of the first case of the COVID-19 variant,
Omicron, in an Iowa resident. The case involves an unvaccinated individual under
the age of 18 who resides in Black Hawk County. The individual remains asymptom-
atic, however because of travel exposure; the family sought testing based on public
health guidance.

Black Hawk County Public Health acted quickly to initiate contact with the family
and remain in contact to monitor the health of the individual. Proactive measures
taken by the involved family, leadership of the county health department along with
support provided by SHL underscore the strength of our public health process. It
is because of this process that Iowans are informed about virus activity in the state.
As always, COVID-19 infected individuals are advised to isolate in accordance with
IDPH and CDC guidance.

SHL maintains a strong statewide genomic surveillance program and the lab will
continue to prioritize sequencing of test samples that look suspicious for the Omi-
cron and other variants.

“There is emerging evidence that a booster dose of vaccine offers protection
against Omicron, which is great news. Vaccinated Iowans who have not yet received
a booster should do so as soon as possible,” said IDPH interim Director Kelly Garcia.
“I want to emphasize how grateful I am to Iowans who have chosen to get vaccinat-
ed, thank you. To those who haven’t been vaccinated for COVID-19 yet, I urge you
to speak with your health care provider about the vaccine’s benefits for you and those
around you”.

Find vaccine providers here: https://vaccinate.iowa.gov/.

FMCSD launches new app on Dec. 10

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Community School District is thrilled to
announce the launch of our brand new mobile app. This mobile application will be
“everything FMCSD, in your pocket.”

FMCSD will be launching our mobile app on December 10, 2021. We are excited
to announce this app after launching our new website in September. The app is avail- 9
able for all users in both the Apple app store and the Google Play store. To download
the free app, go to your app store and type in “Fort Madison CSD”

The new FMCSD app is customizable for our families and community. After
downloading the app, users are able to follow the schools that pertain to them. Users
can also change the language of the app in the settings! The main features of the app
include: a news feed, easy-to-view calendar, lunch menus, contact us, and a notifica-
tion section to get instant updates from our school district.

Your Holiday Helpers
15" OFF

Catering Equipment
Serving dishes, portable bars, tables,

linens, dishes, food warmers, & more

We have everything you need
to make your holiday gatherings perfect!

Complete Rental
5636 Avenue 0, Fort Madison
319-372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com m -

Mention this ad at time of reservation. Not valid with any other discounts. Offer expires December 31, 2021,


https://www.PothitakisLaw.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
http://511ia.org
https://iowadot.gov/511/511-social-media-sites
https://iowadot.gov/511/511-social-media-sites
http://511ia.org
https://iowadot.gov/511/511-full-feature-website-help/how-to-videos
https://iowadot.gov/511/511-full-feature-website-help/how-to-videos
https://iowadot.gov/511/511-full-feature-website-help/how-to-videos
https://vaccinate.iowa.gov/
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

HELP

WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office
Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY

T
ety I][]N’T Holiday Open FHouse

gtneeds a Full-Time Hygien- Monday, December 13 - 4-6:30pm - 416 Ave. F, Ft. Madison

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to ‘ _

1223 S. Gear Avenue,
Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655
6 or email burldental @ gmail.com 9

EOE

-
/

STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG
o e 3193724040

YOUR AD

HERE
Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

LIBRARY
ASSISTANT

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a part time
(26 hrs/wk) library assistant.
Tasks will include customer
services, computer updating
and troubleshooting, book
processing and invoicing.
Requirements include high
school graduate or equiva-
lent, with preference given
to those with previous library
work experience and/or work-
ing with computers. Hours of
work include, Thursday eve-
ning and some weekends.
Applicants are required

Applications are available
at the Fort Madison Public
Library and can be returned
there. Applications will be
taken until position is filled.
Contact Sarah Clendineng at
(319) 372-5721 if you have
any questions.

The City of Fort Madison
provides equal opportunity
in employment to all persons



https://www.AARP.org/caregiving
https://www.realtor.com/realestateagents/56c96780bb954c01006ceeb4
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and

surrounding areas
with over 30 Years
Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service » Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Buying or Selling?
Call [faren first!

* Real Knowledge

AL

> Karen Hope
e.e (319) 372-4040

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business
as usual.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES
Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Nursing
Rehabilitation
Long-Term Care

>

319-463-5438
WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

West Point, IA 52656

com

1903 West Point Rd

Facebook/ interest

vr]
3 @ L] Posters At
§ %g i Supplies
3 lyers H =
o Printing
2 Office
» Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621Avenue G 319.3712.2121
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

General Insects Mice
Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

The Madison Senior Living knows the holidays are a special time
of year. The holiday is a perfect time to reflect upon all we are
grateful and express our love and appreciation for our residents
and their loved ones, along with the community that embraces
our facility. We are so appreciative of the trust our residents and
their families place in our team. Our residents are the heart and
soul and why The Madison is such a special place to work in
service to our residents. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

( The Madison

s Kind + compassionate - cane
319-372-8021 » 1701 41st St., Ft. Madison

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

Improved joint mobility, function, and health
Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

Improved circulation

Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http;//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

or email classifieds

encitycurrent.com



https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
https://dip-n-joe.myshopify.com/#Cmatter1021
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.themadison.biz/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Pen City Current - Friday, December 10, 2021 - 7

From the Front

County will again hire inspector to help landowners

PIPELINE - Continued from Page 1

to a sequestration site, where the CO2 is securely
and permanently injected approximately a mile
underground beneath thick layers of rock with
continued monitoring. After injection, the CO2
will remain trapped beneath the caprock and be-
gin to dissolve and mineralize”

The space the carbon will be injected into is in
Mt. Simon, Illinois and officials told the crowd of
about 160 that had piled into Small Grand Things
in West Point Wednesday night that it would take
100s of years for the carbon to calcify as it mixes
with the water between two rock shelves.

But many residents in attendance were frustrat-
ed with the damage done by previous pipeline
installations including the Dakota Access Pipeline,
that was installed in 2015.

Esther Tweedy said her family’s farm was “mo-
lested” by the crude oil pipeline.

Tweedy is not a landowner but her brother is
and he farms land their parents bought in 1946.

“He battled with Dakota Access because they
wanted to tear down trees that my father planted
in 1946,” Tweedy said.

“He just asked them to move the pipeline and
they wouldn’t do it and luckily the IUB listened to
his pleas and told them they needed to go under
their roots, which we assume they did. But as my
brother said, just because there is no sign of mo-
lestation, does not mean it hasn’t occurred”

Tweedy said she felt like her whole family was
intimidated, threatened, and misled by Dakota
Access and she didn’t want that to happen again
with the Heartland pipeline. The proposed pipe-
line has a similar path to the Dakota pipeline.

Easements for construction would be anywhere
from 50 to 150 feet depending on the size of
pipeline to be used. The Heartland carbon pipeline
would have pipe that ranges from 6 to 24 inches in

diameter. The pipeline will be buried a minimum
of 5-feet underground.

Navigator officials are required by law, as was
NuStar Pipeline in October when they met at the
same location to pitch their addition to anhydrous
ammonia pipelines in the county, to hold the
hearing prior to any negotiation for land rights or
for petitioning the IUB for permits.

One landowner asked if the IUB was going to
not allow any carbon to flow through the pipes
until all landowner issues had been resolved.

He said if that was the case, issues that occurred
during the Dakota Access installation could be
resolved because the company would be held up
from producing until all land issues had been
corrected.

Geri Huser, chairman of the IUB, who moder-
ated the hearing said she couldn’t comment on
issues of the past installation because the agree-
ments for easements and restoration are between
the landowner and the company.

But she said the county hires an independent
consultant to oversee all landowner issues. That
inspector is paid for by the pipeline company and
is hired without consultation with the pipeline
company.

Lee County Supervisor Ron Fedler told the
crowd that the county had good experience with
Chippewa Resources, who was the inspector for
the Dakota Access.

“We hire a private company to protect the land-
owners’ rights. That company then bills us for that
process and we turn that bill over to the pipeline
company and they reimburse the county, so the
county taxpayers do not pay for any of that in-
spection provided for by the county;” Fedler said.

“But that inspection company is independent of
the pipeline company. It’s not something associat-
ed with them at all”

Fedler said the county has already interviewed
three companies to be the inspector for this pipe-
line and the anhydrous ammonia pipeline. Fed-
ler asked when the IUB suggested the inspector
should be hired.

Huser told Fedler the county should hire that
inspector as soon as possible.

Other landowners asked if there were better
ways to capture the carbon, what the value of the
carbon is, and why previous pipeline pathways
can't be used rather than taking additional ease-
ments.

Elizabeth Burns-Thompson, Vice President of
Government and Public Affairs told the group
the pipeline is one of the most contemporary and
well-researched scientific mechanisms to reduce
the carbon footprint of fertilizer plants in the
country.

She said other companies are competing to
move carbon through pipelines and it’s a system
that the government has initiated credits to en-
courage.

Navigator has already reached an agreement
with Iowa Fertilizer Plant to move their carbon
off-site. The pipeline is also working to pull carbon
from Big River Resources, an ethanol producer in
West Burlington.

The pipeline will run about 1,300 miles with 900
miles in Iowa across 36 counties.

Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed
pipeline can file comments as part of the IUB

docket online at https://iub.iowa.gov/online-ser-

vices/open-docket-comment-form. The docket
number for the Heartland Pipeline is HLP-2021-

0003.
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Christmas
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Happy
chNerw Year!

We are grateful to be trusted to care for your family’s oral health.
We wish each & every one a very Merry Christmas & a Happy, Healthy New Year!

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP

We are very honored to once again be chosen your favorite dentist in southeast Iowa. Thank you!

Ft. Madison East

West Burlington ‘
(319) 372-3614

(319) 753-2515

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

New London Mediapolis
(319) 367-2311 (319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

www.DrMarkDDS.com
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Your Choice for Compassionate tospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff  Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?}eothmq) comfo)etm) end-of-lite care pince 1989

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCountyHD.org
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