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First FM girls place at state
DM schools 
teach costly 
lesson

City committee opens link for flag, slogan contest
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – A citywide 
contest to generate a new slogan for 
Fort Madison as well as a new flag to 
represent the city is now underway.

Residents within the city limits and 

those attending Fort Madison schools 
are allowed to submit entries for the 
contest.

Full rules and additional guidelines, 
as well as entry forms, can now be 
found at the following link on the 
city’s website: https://www.fortmad-

ison-ia.com/576/City-Flag-Design-
Contest.

The deadline for submissions will be 
Friday, April 29 at 5 p.m. and they can 
be entered online, mailed, or dropped 
off at City Hall at 811 Avenue E.

Des Moines Superintendent
Thomas Ahart has been a lightning rod 
during the past three years over the 
way Iowa’s public schools have re-
sponded to the Covid pandemic.

Ahart announced last week that he 
is leaving, effective June 30. But the 
Des Moines school board ensured that 
Ahart will continue to carry that light-
ning rod for a little longer.

His contract runs for another year, 
until June 30, 2023. So, you might 
think he is forgoing his $306,193 
salary, his $7,200 annual allowance for 
a car and cell phone, and his $84,019 
taxpayer-provided retirement annuity.

But you would be wrong, wrong and 
wrong.

Even though he will not be employed 
by the Des Moines schools after June 
30, Ahart will still be paid every nickel, 
every dime and every dollar that he 
would have received had he chosen 
to work those 12 months left on his 
contract.

This means Ahart will be paid as 
much to relax fulltime as he would 
have been paid to work fulltime.

The lucrative “severance agreement” 
was approved by the Des Moines 
school board during a special board 
meeting two days after he announced 
his resignation. The meeting lasted two 
minutes. Yes, two minutes — and it in-
cluded time to call the roll, approve the 
agenda and vote on the agreement. 

No one asked any questions. There 
was no discussion of the agreement. 

Among the questions not addressed 
were some that might be of interest to 
the taxpayers of Iowa, to residents of 

     Courtesy photo

Cameron Mahoney left, finished third in the girls’ division of the Pee 
Wee State Tournament this past weekend. Soren Schelich, right, also 
got on the podium placing sixth. The two were the first girls to ever 
place at a state meet for Fort Madison.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 09 Mar............................................................ Clear Skies, 37º F/ 28º F
THU 10 Mar.............................................................. Light Snow, 29º F/ 22º F
FRI 11 Mar................................................................... Overcast, 34º F/ 20º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/07.............................................. 8 13 19 21 34, Lucky Ball: 11
PICK 3 03/07 MIDDAY....................................................................................... 1 4 7
PICK 3 03/07 EVENING..................................................................................0 0 0
PICK 4 03/07 MIDDAY................................................................................. 0 4 9 7
PICK 4 03/07 EVENING................................................................................8 2 9 7
POWERBALL 03/07.......................... 10 43 55 59 67, Powerball: 2, Power Play: 3

See EVANS, page 7

DES MOINES – The Fort Madison 
Wrestling Club had 12 wrestlers com-
pete this past weekend at the Iowa 
Super Pee Wee State Tournament.

Three of the wrestlers, Cameron 
Mahoney, Soren Schelich, and Jager 
Fuller all brought home medals from 
the tournament. Mahoney and Sche-
lich became Fort Madison Wrestling 
Club’s first females to have placed at 
the state tournament.

In the Super Pee Wee Division, 
Jäger Fuller competed at 44 lbs. and 
made it the the quarter finals where 
he lost and wrestled back for an 8th-
place finish. He recorded three falls 
on the day.

Everett Hennigar competed at 61 
lbs. He recorded one technical fall 

Mahoney, Schelich 
place at Pee Wee 
state tourney

See WRESTLING, page 2

SPORTS

The FM Pickleball 
Association received 
a $75,000 grant from 
Southeast Iowa Re-
gional Riverboat Com-
mission. Commission 
chairman Steve Link 
presented the check to 
committee members 
present: Donna Aman-
dus, Lynn Hoyer, San-
dra Miller, Sharon Bart-
lett, Jenny Flach, Phyllis 
Porter. Not pictured: 
Rita Holtkamp, Bev 
Brockman.

See FLAG, page 2

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/576/City-Flag-Design-Contest
https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/576/City-Flag-Design-Contest
https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/576/City-Flag-Design-Contest
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current


2 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Obituaries/From the Front

Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds • Farm • Crop Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds • Farm • Crop 
Health • Life • DisabilityHealth • Life • Disability

Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and Proud to Provide Exceptional Service and 
Professional ExcellenceProfessional Excellence

Since 1963Since 1963

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

OBITUARIES

JOYCE M. SACKMAN
Joyce Marie (Gilpin) Sackman, 81, of Keokuk, passed away on Sunday, March 6, 

2022, at Blessing Hospital in Quincy, Illinois.
Joyce was born on February 16, 1941, in Alsey, Illinois, the daughter of William 

and Vivian (Sellars) Gilpin. On November 27, 1965, she was united 
in marriage to George “Buddy” Sackman, Jr., in Keokuk, Iowa. He 
survives.

Joyce is survived by three children: Janet (John) Pearl, George 
(Manny) Sackman, III, Loretta (Vernon) McKay; two sisters: Mary 
Sommers and Anna Juffers; three brothers: Jack Gilpin, Charlie (Quin-
da) Gilpin and Dennis (Jeanie) Gilpin; ten grandchildren: Wesley 
(Christina) Pearl, Crystal Pearl, Jessica (Josh) Crenshaw, Shilah Kiger, 

Lauren (Lance) Buckert, Brant Sackman, Tyler Sackman, Steven McKay, William 
(Cassie) McKay and Justin McKay; and several nieces, nephews and great-grandchil-
dren.

Joyce is preceded in death by her parents, one brother, two brothers-in-law and 
one niece.

Joyce loved strawberry slushies from Sonic and will be missed by everyone who 
knew and loved her.

There will be no service. The family will be meeting friends and family at the Heri-
tage Center in Keokuk, Iowa, on Friday, March 11, from 4 to 7 pm.

Memorials may be directed to the Alzheimer’s Association or the American Diabe-
tes Association.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

SACKMAN

OBITUARIES

WILLIAM M. HARSHBARGER
William “Bill” M. Harshbarger, 81, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 12:29 

a.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at his home.  He was born on August 31, 1940 
in Mt. Pleasant, IA to Harold & Ruth Bell Harshbarger.  He married Ruth M. 

Rotter.  He was a truck driver most of his life and enjoyed going 
to auctions and car races.  He was a race car driver for 50 years. 

 Bill is survived by: his wife: Ruth Harshbarger of Fort Madi-
son, IA; 2-daughters: Kim (Shawn) Gallardo of Watsonville, CA 
& Barb (Chris) Wilson of Anamosa, IA; 1-step son: Scott (Amy) 
Botkin of Noble, IL; 8-grandchildren; several great grandchil-
dren; 1-brother: Kent (Karen) Harshbarger of Mediapolis, IA and 
1-sister-in-law: Karen Harshbarger of Burlington, IA.  He was 

preceded in death by: his parents, 1-brother: Larry Harshbarger and 2-brothers 
in infancy.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory.  A visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 12, 2022 with a memorial service to immediately follow at 11:00 a.m. 
at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  A memorial has been established 
for Lee County Hospice or P.A.W. Animal Shelter.  Online condolences to Bill’s 
family may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

HARSHBARGER

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

and two falls on the day. He made it to the quarterfinals were he lost and was just 
two wins shy of placing in the top eight.

Wesley Hellige competed at 70 lbs. and recorded one fall on the day. Finley Pence 
competed at 50 lbs. and Kayden Bergquist competed at 52 lbs.

Wrestling in the Pee Wee Division Jaiden Warosh competed at 50 lbs. He record-
ed one fall and a come-from-behind 6-5 decision the make it to the quarterfinals. 
He lost in the quarterfinals and was just one win shy of placing in the top eight of 
his bracket. 

Wyatt Brennan competed at 56 lbs., Austin Nelton competed at 60 lbs.  Jackson 
Young competed at 80 lbs. and recorded one fall on the day. 

In the girls division, Mahoney competed at 50lbs. She lost her first match and 
by a close 7-5 decision to the eventual runner-up. She wrestled all the way back to 
place 3rd recording four falls on the day.

Schelich competed at 50 lbs. She made it to the semifinals where she lost to the 
eventual state champion. She ended up placing 6th and recorded one fall on the 
day. 

WRESTLING - Continued from Page 1

Warosh just misses spot on 
podium in Pee Wee division

FLAG - Continued from Page 1

New link and entry form for flag 
contest on city website

A committee has been formed to review submissions that includes City Coun-
cilwoman Donna Amandus, City Councilman Kevin Rink, LCEDG Administra-
tive Assistant Carmen Salazar, the Pen City Current, and the Daily Democrat.

The committee will pare the flag entries down to five and then the Daily Demo-
crat and Pen City Current will post a poll with the five entries. The top three will 
then be forwarded to the Fort Madison City Council to pick the winner on May 
17th.

The artist of the winning flag design will receive $500 and the winner of the 
selected new slogan will receive $250.

The new flags should have a design that works both horizontally and vertically 
so they can be flown or hung on the new poles that are lining the new Hwy. 61 
work through Fort Madison.

An entry form for the flag design can be found at this link: https://www.fort-
madison-ia.com/DocumentCenter/View/1635/Flag-Design-Entry-Form?bidId=.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/
http://www.FullenkampIns.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/DocumentCenter/View/1635/Flag-Design-Entry-Form?bidId=
https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/DocumentCenter/View/1635/Flag-Design-Entry-Form?bidId=


Pen City Current - Wednesday, March 9, 2022 - 3

For the Record

Pen City Current, www.PenCityCurrent.com, and Pen e–Saver are products 
of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Monday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
charles.v@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
lee.v@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2022 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

E
D

S
-5

4
22

F
-A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

614 9th St 
Fort Madison, IA 52627-
2808 
319-669-1041

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/03/22 – 1:47 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Wil-
liam Francis Rankin, 43, 
of Donnellson, at the inter-
section of 28th Street and 
Avenue I, on a charge of 
driving under suspension.
03/04/22 – 12:14 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Tyler 
James David Welch, 37, of 
Burlington, in the 1800 block 
of Pat’s Alley, on a charge 
of 1st offense OWI. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/04/22 – 6:11 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.
03/04/22 – 6:42 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Hunter John West, 18, of 
Argyle, at the Lee County 
Jail, on a charge of assault 
w/bodily injury. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/05/22 – 2:32 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Eric 
Keith Thomas, 29, of Car-
thage, at the intersection of 
19th Street and Avenue L, on a 
charge of 1st offense OWI. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
03/05/22 – 7:15 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 800 block of Avenue D.
03/05/22 – 10:49 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Brooke Sue Winn, 43, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1100 block 
of Avenue G, on a warrant 
for parole violation. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/05/22 – 11:26 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 

to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1800 block of Avenue F.
03/05/22 – 11:38 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
600 block of 34th Street.
03/05/22 – 12:39 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident at the intersection of 
11th Street and Avenue E.
03/05/22 – 2:20 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Andrea 
Jean Hoenig, 38, of Fort 
Madison, in the 800 block 
of Avenue E, on a charge of 
4th degree theft greater than 
$300 but less than $750.
03/05/22 – 5:03 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Kim-
berly Anne Dumas, 53, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3400 block of 
Avenue N, on a warrant for 
failure to pay traffic fines. She 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
03/05/22 – 11:33 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
600 block of 34th Street.
03/06/22 – 7:06 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism 
at the intersection of 18th 
Street and Avenue F.
03/06/22 – 7:14 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Shyla 
Marie Farmer, 22, of Fort 
Madison, in the 800 block 
of Avenue E, on a charge 
of assault w/bodily injury.

Lee County 
Sheriff Report

03/04/22 – 12:00 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies 
arrested Jabak Yacub Willis, 
21, listed as homeless, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 

for failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/04/22 – 7:42 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Dameon Lee Gregory, 
26, of Fort Madison, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for a judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/04/22 – 8:03 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested David Frederick Welsh 
II, 27, of Fort Madison, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for a judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/05/22 – 7:19 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies 
responded to a two vehicle 
accident at the intersection of 
Hwys. 103 and 218. According 
to the report, a vehicle driven 
by Paige Elizabeth Gaston, 28, 
of Keosauqua, was stopped 
at the intersection of Hwys. 
103 and 218 and attempted to 
proceed west on 160th Street, 
pulling out in front of a vehicle 
driven by Thomas Glenn Hof-
meyer, 28, of Hull. Hofmeyer’s 
vehicle took evasive action, 
but struck the bed of Gas-
ton’s vehicle, causing heavy 
damage to both vehicles. Both 
vehicles were towed from 
the scene. No injuries were 
reported. Gaston was arrested 
for 1st offense OWI and failure 
to obey stop/yield sign.
03/05/22 – 10:02 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Paige Elizabeth Gaston, 
28, of Keosauqua, at the inter-
section of Hwys. 103 and 218, 
on charges of 1st offense OWI 
and failure to obey stop/yield 
sign. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 

on her own recognizance.
03/06/22 – 2:48 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Michael Lynn Mason, 43, of 
Burlington, in the 400 block of 
Hwy. 61 bypass, on charges of 
2nd offense OWI and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
03/06/22 – 6:00 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies 
arrested Carlin Joe James, 
28, of Kirksville, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a charge of fugi-
tive from justice. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
03/06/22 – 6:00 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Joshua Lee Wayson, 37, 
listed as homeless in Keokuk, 
in the 600 block of Hawthorne 
Place, on charges of pos-
session of burglary tools, 5th 
degree theft less than $500, 
and 3rd degree burglary. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.
03/06/22 – 8:44 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Sarina Elizabeth Davis, 36, 
of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s of-
fice, on a judgment hold. She 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

Hancock County 
Sheriff Report

02/28/22 – Arthur L Phil-
lips, age 59, of Nauvoo, IL 
was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
him with Failure to Appear on 
original charges of Posses-
sion of Methamphetamine. 
Phillips remains lodged in 
the Hancock County Jail 
in lieu of bond awaiting his 
next court appearance.
02/28/22 – Laura B Curtis, 
age 58, of Warsaw, IL was 

arrested on an Adams County 
Warrant charging her with 
Failure to Appear on origi-
nal charges of Retail Theft. 
Curtis was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
03/01/22 – Michael L Theulen, 
age 61, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Clark County, 
MO Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Operating a Motor 
Vehicle Without Maintaining 
Financial Responsibility. 
Theulen was also arrested on 
a Clark County, MO Warrant 
for Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, Operating 
a Motor Vehicle Without Main-
taining Financial Responsibili-
ty, and Driving Without a Valid 
License. Theulen was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
03/01/22 – Crystal L Loveless, 
age 38, of Carthage, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging her with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Possession of 
Methamphetamine and Pos-
session of a Controlled Sub-
stance. Loveless was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
03/02/22 – Cristyna L Rivers, 
age 31, of Keokuk, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
her with Failure to Appear/
Failure to Pay on original 
charges of Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia and Driving 
While License Suspended. 
Rivers was released on her 
own Recognizance and 

given a future court date.
03/04/22 – Dakota R Ruffcorn, 
age 24, of Warsaw, IL was 
arrested and charged with 
Battery. Ruffcorn was released 
after posting the required bond 
and given a future court date.
03/05/22 – Terry Brownlee, 
age 33, of Hamilton, IL was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear/Failure 
to Pay on original charges 
of Driving Under the Influ-
ence, Driving While License 
Suspended, and Theft. 
Brownlee was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
03/06/22 – Edward C Guz-
man, age 45, of Ft. Madi-
son, IA was arrested on a 
Hancock County Warrant 
charging him with Failure to 
Appear/Failure to Pay on 
original charges of Driving 
While License Suspended. 
Guzman was released after 
posting the required bond and 
given a future court date.
03/06/22 – John D Last, 
age 56, of Ottumwa, IA was 
arrested on a Hancock County 
Warrant charging him with 
Failure to Appear on original 
charges of Possession of 
Methamphetamine, Driving 
Under the Influence and 
Failure to Reduce Speed 
to Avoid an Accident. Last 
remains lodge in the Hancock 
County Jail in lieu of bond.

Those listed above are 
charged with a suspicion 
of a crime and are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
mailto:tony%40tawins.com?subject=Wellmark%20Medicare%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.capeair.com/
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Advertise your
business

1 month • Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad plus Social Media
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.capeair.com
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/submissions/
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Historic Site Guide (Interpreter)
Part-time & Full-time seasonal positions available

Guides will explain the history of Old Fort Madison to visi-
tors through public presentation & demonstrations. Duties 
include cleaning, assistance with building & grounds main-
tenance, assisting with admissions & in gift shop. Applicants 
will wear historically appropriate clothing (provided by the 
Fort) while working and be willing to work weekends.

Applications can be picked up and submitted at
Fort Madison City Hall

811 Avenue E
Fort Madison, Iowa 

Or call 319-372-7700 x 201
to request an application via email

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

3/1/2022

The Fort Madison City 
Council met in regular 
session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, 3/1/2022, at 
City Hall, 811 Avenue E. 
Mayor Mohrfeld presided 
with Council Members An-
drews, Schulz, Gray, Can-
gas, Amandus and Rink 
present. Council Member 
Bowker was absent.

On motion, Council 
approved the agenda. On 
motion, Council approved 
the Consent Agenda: 
Minutes of 2/3, 2/15 & 
2/17/2022; Liquor License 
Renewal for Buffalo 61 
Bar & Grill; Claims dated 
2/24/2022 & February Li-
brary Claims; and Payroll 
of 2/25/2022.

Tammy LeMaster, 
Crime Stoppers, gave 
an update on the group’s 
activities and provided 
a $1,000 donation to 
support the purchase of 
canine officer.

Mayor Mohrfeld opened 
the public hearing con-
cerning PIP 2020-07, 
Reconstruction of Old 
Highway 61 – 10th to 
18th Street. With no oral 
or written comments, 
Mohrfeld closed the public 
hearing at 5:44 P.M. On 
motion, Council approved 
Resolution No. 2022-16, 
approving plans, specifi-
cations & form of con-
tract for the project. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2022-17, 
awarding construction 
contract in the amount of 
$7,956,777 to Jones Con-
tracting, Corp., of West 
Point, Iowa, & approving 

contract & bonds of Jones 
Contracting, pending re-
ceipt of the documents.

On motion, Council 
approved Ordinance No. 
D-85, amending Title 10, 
Zoning, to define “Tiny 
Homes” & to allow tiny 
homes under certain 
conditions. On motion, 
Council adopted Resolu-
tion No. 2022-18, granting 
property tax abatement 
to: Hall’s Towing (Don-
ald F Hall), 1618 – 20th 
Street. On motion, Coun-
cil adopted Resolution 
No. 2022-19, setting 
hourly rates for nuisance 
abatement contractors.

On motion, Council 
approved the FY 2022-23 
Budget & set 3/15/2022 at 
5:30 P.M. as date & time 
for hearing. On motion, 
Council approved the 
Mayor’s signature on 
Change Order #9, for PIP 

PUBLIC NOTICES

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

 
EXPENDITURES  PAYROLL  2/25/2022 
General $30,335.95 General $192,657.78 
Special Revenue   4,792.68 Old Fort 2,848.56 
Road Use   2,975.12 Emp. Benefits 7,385.30 
Capital    67,357.74 Road Use 29,869.67 
Water  20,786.17 Tourism 1,667.40 
Sewer  7,847.65 Water 30,829.46 
Solid Waste/IWC     546.72 Sewer 33,854.80 
SW Utility 1,250.00 Solid Waste 13,170.73 
 $135,892.03 Airport 486.54 
  Storm Water 3,843.74 
REVENUES   $316,613.98 
General $   28,655.85   
Special Rev.   428,825.13   
Road Use     114,197.94   
Debt 920.84   
Capital 5,202.63   
Water 260,542.25   
Sewer 271,007.48   
Sld Waste, IWC   65,974.42   
SW Utility 17,388.90   
 $1,192,715.44   
 

CLAIMS
MARCH 1, 2022

3E ELECTRICAL ENGI-
NEERING, LINEAR HIGH 
BAY..................... 1,126.76
ACCESS SYSTEMS 
LEASING, PRINTER 
LEASE................... 939.68
ALTORFER INC., DROP 
OFF FEE............... 379.02
AMAZON CAPITAL SER-
VICES, TONER....... 51.15
ANSER IOWA, WATER 
ANSWERING SERVICE
.............................. 197.00
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, REVERSED 
REPLACEMENT CRG
.............................. 436.95
B&B PROPANE, HEAT
........................... 1,107.85
BURLINGTON MUNI 

WATER, BACTERIA 
SAMPLE................ 170.00
CAYLER CONSULTING, 
LLC, TESTING SUP-
PLIES.................... 600.00
CESSFORD CON-
STRUCTION CO., COLD 
MIX................... 45,792.64
COLE-PARMER, PROBE
.............................. 228.74
CULLEN PEST CON-
TROL, MONTHLY PEST 
CONTROL............... 76.00
CURE BUSINESS SOLU-
TIONS, INC, MONTHLY 
IT.........................4,711.25
DAILY DEMOCRAT, PUB-
LICATIONS............ 371.87
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, SIGNS
.............................. 435.72
DONELSON CORPORA-
TION, FILTERS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -- PROPOSED BUDGET
Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

County Name: LEE COUNTY     County Number: 56

The County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year County budget as follows:
Meeting Date: 3/21/2022      Meeting Time: 10:01 AM      Meeting Location: County Administration Bldg, 933 Ave H, Ft Madison, IA. Join by computer/smartphone

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/609638749. Or dial using your phone. US: +1 (872) 240-3311. Access Code 609-638-749.
At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of, any part of the proposed budget. This notice represents a summary of the
supporting detail of revenues and expenditures on file with the County Auditor. A copy of the supporting detail will be furnished upon request.
County budgets are subject to protest. If protest petition requirements are met, the State Appeal Board will hold a local hearing. For more information, consult
dom.iowa.gov/local-gov-appeals
Average annual percentage changes between "Actual" and "Budget" amounts for "Taxes Levied on Property", "Other County Taxes/ TIF Tax Revenues", and for each of the ten
"Expenditure Classes" must be published. Expenditure classes proposing "Budget"amounts, but having no "Actual" amounts, are designated "NEW".

County Website (if available)
www.leecounty.org                                                  County Telephone Number

(319) 372-6557
Budget  2022/2023 Re-Est  2021/2022 Actual  2020/2021 AVG  Annual  % CHG

REVENUES & OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
Taxes Levied on Property 1 13,859,547 13,315,240 13,544,614 1.16
Less: Uncollected Delinquent Taxes - Levy Year 2 0 0 11,634
Less: Credits to Taxpayers 3 801,940 844,496 900,517
Net Current Property Taxes 4 13,057,607 12,470,744 12,632,463
Delinquent Property Tax Revenue 5 9,550 9,933 282,975
Penalties, Interest & Costs on Taxes 6 56,010 56,500 241,464
Other County Taxes/TIF Tax Revenues 7 3,419,965 3,406,647 3,398,298 0.32
Intergovernmental 8 11,558,447 14,990,386 14,026,376
Licenses & Permits 9 324,850 319,850 357,023
Charges for Service 10 1,249,730 1,201,000 1,100,200
Use of Money & Property 11 301,772 386,808 492,997
Miscellaneous 12 2,336,718 2,183,942 474,165

Subtotal Revenues 13 32,314,649 35,025,810 33,005,961
Other Financing Sources:
General Long-Term Debt Proceeds 14 0 0 10,270,000
Operating Transfers In 15 2,733,332 2,611,758 2,560,641
Proceeds of Fixed Asset Sales 16 0 0 0

Total Revenues & Other Sources 17 35,047,981 37,637,568 45,836,602
EXPENDITURES & OTHER FINANCING USES
Operating:
Public Safety and Legal Services 18 10,809,757 10,514,964 8,089,655 15.60
Physical Health and Social Services 19 5,441,430 5,273,281 4,356,814 11.76
Mental Health, ID & DD 20 0 1,206,211 1,437,469
County Environment and Education 21 2,482,917 2,046,739 1,980,652 11.96
Roads & Transportation 22 8,116,099 6,939,757 6,247,511 13.98
Government Services to Residents 23 1,480,027 1,419,416 1,332,093 5.41
Administration 24 6,277,999 6,263,054 2,467,570 59.51
Nonprogram Current 25 128,510 30,889 29,432 108.96
Debt Service 26 1,092,790 1,092,332 4,062,265 -48.13
Capital Projects 27 3,150,660 5,945,894 2,086,085 22.90

Subtotal Expenditures 28 38,980,189 40,732,537 32,089,546
Other Financing Uses:
Operating Transfers Out 29 2,733,332 2,611,758 2,560,641
Refunded Debt/Payments to Escrow 30 0 0 0
Total Expenditures & Other Uses 31 41,713,521 43,344,295 34,650,187
Excess of Revenues & Other Sources
over (under) Expenditures & Other Uses 32 -6,665,540 -5,706,727 11,186,415
Beginning Fund Balance - July 1, 33 17,725,705 23,432,432 12,246,017
Increase (Decrease) in Reserves (GAAP Budgeting) 34 0 0 0
Fund Balance - Nonspendable 35 82,500 82,500 82,500
Fund Balance - Restricted 36 7,446,777 13,980,706 20,179,517
Fund Balance - Committed 37 0 0 0
Fund Balance - Assigned 38 0 0 0
Fund Balance - Unassigned 39 3,530,888 3,662,499 3,170,415
Total Ending Fund Balance - June 30, 40 11,060,165 17,725,705 23,432,432
Proposed property taxation by type: Proposed tax rates per $1,000 taxable valuation:

Countywide Levies*:
11,942,005

Rural Only Levies*:
1,917,542

Special District Levies*:
0

TIF Tax Revenues:
0

Utility Replacement Excise Tax:
1,412,594

Urban Areas:
7.98045

Rural Areas:
10.32445

Any special district tax rates not included.

Explanation of any significant items in the budget or additional virtual meeting information:
-

2020-07, GRHS-FMCH 
Foundation: FMHS to 
Rodeo Park Trail. On 
motion, Council approved 
the Mayor’s signature on 
Change Order #5, for PIP 
2021-01, Marina Improve-
ment Project – Jetty. On 
motion, Council approved 
the Mayor’s appointment 
of Carmen Salazar to the 
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, term expiring 
3/31/2025. On motion, 
Council accepted the Civil 
Service Commission’s 
Sergeant’s and Detective 
Supervisor’s promotional 

lists. On motion, Council 
approved moving forward 
with the flag project as 
presented by Amandus 
and the City being finan-
cial fiduciary. Mohrfeld 
notified Council there will 
be a Humphrey Building 
Update at each Council 
meeting as this moves 
forward.

At 6:38 P.M., the meet-
ing adjourned until March 
15, 2022, at 5:30 P.M.

/s/ Matt J. Mohrfeld, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Call Lee

319.371.4125

https://www.fortmadison-ia.com/Jobs.aspx?UniqueId=100&From=All&CommunityJobs=False&JobID=Historic-Site-Guide-Interpreter-75
https://www.facebook.com/FSSNJLLC/
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Used Samsung Cellphone
Accessories for sale

Samsung Note 8 Fast Charger Stand, like new condition, 
with charger cord & plug, and clear phone case, $35 for all; 
Samsung Gear Fit2 Pro, like new condition, with charger 
and orange band, $75. Buy together or separate.

Text or call Lee at 319.371.4125

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

JOURNEYMAN 
LINEMAN

The West Point Municipal 
Utility System has an imme-
diate opening for a Journey 
Line Mechanic. Applicants 
must have a strong journey-
man rating and must be able 
to perform all duties with re-
gard to overhead and under-
ground electric line construc-
tion. 

Must be willing and capable 
to work on water distribution 
maintenance and repair and 
to be or become Grade 1 wa-
ter distribution certified. 
Must live or be willing to live 
within 15 minutes of West 
Point, comply with on-call re-
quirements and possess and 
comply with Iowa CDL regu-
lations. 

We offer a comprehensive 
benefit plan including health 
and dental coverage, plus 
IPERS retirement. Pre-em-
ployment physical and drug 
screening will be required. 

Send a confidential
resume to

West Point Utility System
313 5th Street
P.O. Box 69

West Point, IA. 52656
or to

cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com
No phone calls, please

LIBRARY
ASSISTANT

PART-TIME
Fort Madison Public Library

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a part time 
(26 hours/week) library as-
sistant.  Tasks will include as-
sisting library patrons at the 
circulation desk, managing 
books by mail and interlibrary 
loan services, compiling 
monthly statistics, social me-
dia and publicity.  Require-
ments include high school 
graduate or equivalent and 
computer skills.  Preference 
will be given to applicants with 
previous library and/or public 
relations experience.  Appli-
cants are also required to live 
in the state of Iowa.  Work-
ing hours include Thursday 
evenings and every fourth 
Saturday.  Applications are 
available at the Fort Madison 
Public Library.  Applications 
will be taken until the job is 
filled.  Call Sarah Clendineng 
at (319) 372-5721 if you have 
any questions.

........................... 4,501.20
ELECTRONIC ENGI-
NEERING, INSTALLED 
RADIO................... 314.17
EUROFINS ENVIRON-
MENT TESTING, WEEK-
LY SLUDGE TEST
.............................. 302.40
FARM & HOME SUPPLY, 
REFLECTIVE VINYL
.................................. 5.94
FORT MADISON FIRE 
ASSOC, TRAINING EX-
PENSES.................. 76.08
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, RV WATER... 28.14
GALL’S, AN ARAMARK 
COMPANY, UNIFORM
.............................. 621.35
HACH CHEMICAL CO., 
TESTING SUPPLIES
........................... 1,028.04
HENDERSON PROD-

UCTS, INC, PLATES/
CHAIN................... 622.84
HILL PRINTING, BUSI-
NESS CARDS......... 78.90
HUEBNER, CASEY, 
CERTIFICATION FEE
................................ 60.00
HUFFMAN WELDING 
& MACHINE, GLOVES/
TAPE..................... 124.00
HUMBURD’S AUTO 
SERVICE, NEW TIRES
.............................. 946.36
HYDROFIT, FIT TEST
.............................. 375.00
IDEXX DISTRIBUTION, 
INC., TESTING SUP-
PLIES................. 2,099.48
JETCO INC., REPAIRED 
FLOWMETER..... 1,904.60
JL TIME & ATTENDANCE 
COMPANY, TIME CLOCK 
SUB....................... 331.20

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALL PLASTIC FLOW-
ERS THAT ARE IN THE 
GROUND MUST BE 
PICKED UP IN THE 
MONTROSE CEMETERY 
BY  MARCH 21, 2022. 

AFTER THIS DATE, 
ALL FLOWERS NOT 
PICKED UP WILL BE 
DISCARDED. 

IN ADDITION, MEMO-
RIAL DAY FLOWERS 
WILL NOW HAVE TO BE 
PICKED UP NO LATER 
THAN TWO WEEKS AF-
TER THE HOLIDAY. 

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES
KEMPKER, MICHAEL, 
MEALS/PARKING FOR 
TRAINING............... 38.47
KERR FABRICATORS, 
SNOW BLADE...... 235.50
KIMBALL MIDWEST, DIX 
- LOCK.................... 60.24
KLINGNER & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C, PROF FEE 
- DEPOT........... 16,459.75
LYNCH DALLAS P.C., 
PROF FEE - GENERAL
........................... 4,028.00
MADISON TURF & TIM-
BER, CARBIDE CHAINS
.............................. 388.85
MARTIN’S FLAG COM-
PANY, FLAGS........ 994.50
MCFALL, ANDREW, 
CLOTHING ALLOW-
ANCE.................... 166.90
MCMASTER CARR SUP-
PLY CO, TUBING.... 49.39
MES-MUNICIPAL EMER-
GENCY SE, UNIFORM
.............................. 761.00
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
DEPOT ELECTRIC/
PLUMBING...... 10,197.72
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 
COMPANY, METER
........................... 2,970.67
MWCNC, STREET 
GRATING.............. 810.00
PANTHER UNIFORMS 
INC, UNIFORMS & AS-
SEC................... 2,547.15
QUILL CORPORATION, 
INK/FILE FOLDERS/
TABS....................... 96.46
SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY, 
L.L.C., HELMETS

........................... 1,719.00
SCOUT CONNECTION, 
RUST BLAST.......... 39.00
SELECTIVE INS. CO 
OF SOUT, FLOOD INS - 
GRIT BLDG........ 1,454.00
SKEETER KELL SPORT-
ING GOOD, DOUBLE 
PAYMENT................ 28.70
STATE HYGIENIC LAB-
ORATORY, FLUORIDE 
TESTING................. 20.00
STERLING CODIFIERS/
AMERICA, EDITING 
PAGES.................. 808.16
THACHER TREE CARE, 
REMOVED TREE @ 
OAKLAND.......... 1,000.00
TIMBER MADE TREA-
SURES, MEMORIAL 
PLAQUE................ 250.00
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
PARTS & REPAIR WORK
.............................. 305.16
U.S. CELLULAR, 
PHONES............ 1,529.26
USA BLUE BOOK, SLIDE 
ADAPTERS/PROBE
.............................. 608.30
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
........................... 8,368.45
TOTAL............ 125,978.96
GENERAL........ 23,581.92
SPECIAL REVENUES
........................... 1,001.80
ROAD USE......... 2,975.12
CAPITAL PROJECTS
......................... 67,357.74
WATER............. 20,786.17
WASTEWATER

........................... 7,847.65
SOLID WASTE...... 546.72
AIRPORT................611.84
STORM WATER
........................... 1,250.00
TOTAL............ 125,958.96

LIBRARY CLAIMS
2/2022

ACCESS SYSTEMS 
LEASING, JAN 2022 
CLOUD...................... 35.6
AMAZON.COM, SHELF 
MATERIAL............. 951.31
BAKER & TAYLOR, 
SHELF MATERIAL
........................... 1,643.93
BLACKSTONE PUBLISH-
ING, CD’S.............. 141.57
CENGAGE LEARNING, 
SHELF MATERIAL
................................ 74.07
DEMCO, LAMINATE 
FOIL........................511.69
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, PAPER
.............................. 106.05
FARM & HOME PUB-
LISHERS, SHELF MATE-
RIAL.............................. 85
HELLIGE LAWN CARE, 
LAWN TREATMENT FOR 
2022........................... 700
IDA GROVE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, VIRTUAL 
PROGRAM FEE........... 58
KANOPY, INC., SHELF 
MATERIAL.................... 25
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE, TABLE/PLIERS
.............................. 207.95
LIBRARY MARKET, LI-
BRARY CALENDAR
........................... 2,000.00
MEDIACOM, BUSINESS 

PHONE.................. 361.51
MIDAMERICAN ENER-
GY, HEAT........... 1,089.36
PENGUIN RANDOM 
HOUSE, SHELF MATE-
RIAL......................... 95.25
PETTY CASH - SARAH 
CLENDINENG, CRAFT 
SUPPLIES/COOKING 
SUPPLIE............... 126.43
QUILL CORPORATION, 
CORRECTION TAPE/
TOWELS............... 160.25
RMC IMAGING, INC, 
ANNUAL SOFTWARE 
SUPPORT.................. 635
SERVICE MASTER, JAN-
ITORIAL SERVICE
................................ 905.1
TOTAL................ 9,913.07
GENERAL.......... 6,754.03
SPECIAL REVENUES
........................... 3,159.04
TOTAL................ 9,913.07

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

https://www.SteffesGroup.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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the Des Moines school 
district, and to the 
teachers and other em-
ployees of the district. 
Such as:

Ahart’s $400,000 cash 
payout is equivalent to 
the minimum salary for 
nine Des Moines teach-
ers. How can the school 
board justify an expense 
that large at a time when 
the district is looking for 
ways to wipe out a pro-
jected $9 million budget 
deficit for the coming 
school year?

Educators from across 
Iowa and supporters of 
the state’s public schools 
pushed the Legislature 
for a larger appropri-
ation than lawmakers 
favored. Hasn’t the Des 
Moines board’s decision 
seriously undercut the 
message these advocates 
made to the Legislature 
— that lawmakers were 
failing to help public 
schools keep pace with 
inflation?

Ahart’s supporters re-
mind us that the school 
board decided last year 
not to extend his con-
tract beyond June 2023. 
That decision came 
amid statewide contro-
versy over his and the 
board’s joint decision 
to begin the 2020-2021 
school year with all 
classes online — in spite 
of a new state law that 
required at least half of 
the classes to be held in 
person.

Des Moines’ decision 
to have all classes online 
led the Iowa Board of 
Education Examiners, 
the state licensing agen-
cy for school admin-
istrators and teachers, 
to reprimand Ahart for 
violating the new law.

Ahart is disliked 
by some people and 
adored by others. He 
shouldered tremendous 
responsibilities in the 

decade he has led Iowa’s 
largest district — edu-
cating 31,000 students 
annually, adapting the 
curriculum to changing 
needs, improving grad-
uation rates, improving 
building security, and 
coping with the worst 
health crisis in a centu-
ry.

But the reaction to 
this $400,000 severance 
package — a “lovely 
parting gift,” as game 
show hosts of old might 
call it — should go 
beyond whether we like 
Tom Ahart or not. 

The agreement with 
the school board makes 
abundantly clear that his 
resignation was volun-
tary and was not being 
made in lieu of termi-
nation. The agreement 
includes the standard 
binding promises by 
each party not to sue the 
other party.

But the undeniable 
fact remains: Ahart is 
leaving now, rather than 
a year from now, be-
cause of his own choice.

Every Des Moines 
teacher signs a one-year 
contract each school 
year. Midway through 
the year, if a teacher 
decides to resign, the 
school board is not 
going to pay the teacher 
for the unearned sala-
ry and benefits for the 
remainder of the con-
tract. Instead, officials 
reserve the right to levy 
a fee against the teacher 
for the district’s cost of 
finding a replacement.

This agreement is not 
saving the Des Moines 
school district and 
the taxpayers of Iowa 
money. There still could 
be lawsuits against the 

district over the school 
board’s and Ahart’s 
decision to disregard 
the requirement for 50 
percent of classes to 
be in person when the 
2020-2021 school year 
began.

If that occurs, the 
separation agreement 
includes Ahart’s pledge 
to cooperate with and 
assist the district’s legal 
defense. Not surprising-
ly, given the other con-
tent of the document, 
Ahart will be compen-
sated for his out-of-
pocket expenses and for 
his time in providing 
that help — “at the rate 
of $147.00 per hour, 
to the nearest quarter 
hour,” the agreement 
says.

Don’t expect school 
officials or Ahart to 
address the questions I 
laid out earlier. There’s 
another interesting 
detail in the agreement 
that addresses pesky 
people like me. 

The agreement says 
the board and Ahart 
“will develop a mutual-
ly agreeable statement 
regarding Dr. Ahart’s 
resignation from the 
district, which shall be 
the sole statement from 
the parties, including 
board members in their 
individual and official 
capacity.”

That means the 
taxpayers of Iowa who 
are paying for his go-
ing-away gift won’t be 
getting answers to their 
very logical questions.

Randy Evans is direc-
tor of the Iowa Freedom 
of Information Council 
and can be reached at 
DMRevans2810@gmail.
com.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Severance not in line 
with public school 

narratives on budgets

The Fort Madison Family 
YMCA Learning Centers are 
seeking candidates to fill 
childcare provider positions 
at our Donnellson, Iowa day-
care centers.

Ideal candidates enjoy work-
ing with children and have a 
fun, loving personality.

•	 Full time Monday 
through Friday

•	 Competitive wages
•	 The more certifications/

experience applicants 
have, the more potential 
for increased pay

•	 Following a 90 day re-
view employees could 
be eligible for increased 
compensation

•	 90 day hiring bonus 
available

•	 PTO eligibility following 
90 day full time employ-
ment status

•	 Retirement is available 
after two consecutive 
years of full time em-
ployment

•	 2 years experience in 
childcare a plus, but not 
required

WAGES & TEACH compen-
sation is available after 6 
months employment with our 
organization.
Required certifications are: 
CPR/First Aid, Mandatory 
Reporter, Universal Precau-
tions, and additional training/
certifications.
*ALL CERTIFICATIONS ARE 
REIMBURSED

Mandatory background 
checks are performed prior 
to hire.

Interested candidates can 
apply online at fortmadisony.
org, contact Anna Dobson at 
319-835-3256 or email anna.
dobson@fortmadisony.org.

LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

HELP WANTED
ROAD MAINTENANCE 

WORKER II

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for a Road Mainte-
nance Worker ll, to work at 
the West Point Maintenance 
Shop.  Duties will include the 
operation of light and heavy 
equipment and trucks to per-
form road maintenance and 
construction projects, occa-
sionally plowing snow, and 
the performance of manual 
labor as required. Requires 
a high school graduate or 
G.E.D. equivalent and must 
possess a valid Class A 
commercial driver’s license 
with air brake and tanker en-
dorsements.  Wage range is 
$20.43 to $24.86.

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

For a job description and to 
apply, download an applica-
tion from our county website, 
www.leecounty.org or you 
can pick an application up 
at the Engineer’s office and 
return your completed appli-
cation along with a resume 
to Lee County Engineer, P.O. 
Box 158, Fort Madison, Iowa 
52627, or email it to bhull@
leecounty.org and copy it 
to shartson@leecounty.org  
Applications will be accept-
ed until 4 p.m. on March 11, 
2022.

If you have any questions 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer, Ben Hull at (319) 
372-2541 or email him at 
bhull@leecounty.org .

NOTICE OF JOB OPENING

Legal Secretary
Lee County

Attorney’s Office
Fort Madison, Iowa

Lee County Attorney’s office 
has an immediate opening 
for one full-time (40 hours 
per week) Legal Secretary 
Position. Secretarial and le-
gal experience is strongly 
preferred, but not required. 

 The position’s successful 
applicant is preferred (but not 
required) to have the follow-
ing:

1.	Completion of some col-
lege level administrative 
support courses or an 
equivalent combination 
of training and experi-
ence. 

2.	Knowledge of legal ter-
minology, legal format-
ting and legal forms.

3.	Knowledge of modern 
office practices, proce-
dures and equipment.

4.	Ability to prepare accu-
rate and timely docu-
ments, correspondence

5.	Knowledge of Electronic 
Document Management 
System (EDMS).

6.	Ability to learn and/or 
operate the County At-
torney’s Office Comput-
er programs.

7.	Ability to use computer 
programs.  For example:  
Microsoft Outlook, Word 
and Excel.

8.	Ability to understand 
and follow written and 
oral instructions.

9.	Ability to work in a fast-
paced environment

10.	 Ability to multi-task
11.	 Ability to work well 

and communicate with 
others. 

The position is represented 
by the Public Professional 
& Maintenance Employees 
Local No. 2003, IUPAT.  The 
starting wage is $17.17 per 
hour.  The County offers an 
excellent benefits package.

The deadline for resumes is 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022, 

at 4:30 p.m.

Please send resume to
Ross Braden
710 Avenue F

Fort Madison, IA 52627
or by e-mail to

rbraden@leecounty.org

An Equal Opportunity
Employer

HELP WANTED

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.
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Tri-County Iowa Chapter

WTU membership included with single ticket. Tickets will not be sold at the door. 
First come, first served. Current members will have their membership extended 
one year from the date of expiration. Life Members can deduct $23 off the single 
ticket, super-size sponsor, or platinum table captain price – please give your Life 
Member #.

As a nonprofit organization, our purpose is to raise funds in support of educational 
programs, wildlife habitat enhancement and acquisition, and the preservation of 
the shooting sports and hunting tradition for future generations.

This fundraising event will include a dinner, auction, and prizes with a wide array 
of products such as firearms, outfitter packages, hunting and outdoor-related 
equipment, artwork, and collectibles only available at WTU events. Check out 
whitetailsunlimited.com/i/p/21-22merch.pdf to see what you could win!

Tickets - $45 single, $25 spouse or child
Ticket order deadline - March 12

Please send me:	 Qty.	 Each	 Total
Single Ticket	 	 	 $45	 $ 	
Spouse/Child Ticket	 	 	 $25	 $ 	
Platinum Table Captain (with 8 banquet tickets)	 	 	 $600	 $ 	
Silver Sponsor	 	 	 $200	 $ 	
Gold Sponsor	 	 	 $300	 $ 	
Super-Size Sponsor (with 1 single ticket)	 	 	 Plus $50	 $ 	
 Yes, I will be a Table Captain (must order tickets for at least 8 people)
 Yes, I am a Table Captain and I am eligible for the FREE Big Bucks Package(s) 
as I have ordered 4 or more below
Life Member #	  to deduct $23 off	 $ 	
Big Bucks Package	 	 	 $100	 $ 	

	 For Total Amount of:	  $ 	

Saturday, March 19, 2022
at Quality Inn & Suites, 6169 Reve Court, Ft. Madison

Games/Raffles & Social Hour – 4:30 p.m.  Two-Meat Dinner – 6:30 p.m.

Program Services
Our Grassroots Program provides the primary financial sup-
port for conservation projects funded by Whitetails Unlim-
ited, and to date over $109.9 million has been expended on 
program services that enhance and foster our mission. 

Become a Sponsor
Silver - Contribute $200 in cash and receive our WTU Spon-
sor Big Frig 64-oz. Growler, 1-year membership, and one 
chance on the Sponsor-Only Gun Drawing.
Gold - Contribute $300 in cash and receive all of the Silver 
Level PLUS two additional chances on the Sponsor-Only Gun 
Drawing, gold-level gift, and $70 in Big Buck Raffle tickets (if 
you super-size and attend).

A Sponsor-Only Gun Drawing will be held if 12 or more cash 
sponsors are collected!
Super-Size Sponsor: For an additional $50 in cash, also 
receive a Big Bucks Package and one single banquet ticket 
per sponsor. (total value $300+) 

Become a Table Captain
Purchase banquet tickets for 8 people (or more) and receive:
	` Entry in Table Captain-Only Gun Drawing
	` Recognition as a special WTU guest
	` Seats reserved in your name	  WTU gift

Become a Platinum Table Captain
Purchase this $600 package and receive:
	` 8 Banquet tickets (memberships allocated one per household)
	` Choice of a Terry Redlin “Harvest Memories” Large Canvas,  

	 Hawke Optics Set with spotting scope & binocs, OR  
	 Realtree Camo 3-piece Luggage Set
 Entry in Table Captain-Only Gun Drawing
	` Seats reserved in your name	  WTU gift
	` Recognition as a special WTU guest

SUPER-SIZE ANY TABLE CAPTAIN: As a Table Captain, for 
every $400 in Big Bucks Packages your group buys, you will 
receive one Big Bucks Package FREE!

Big Bucks Package
Purchase this $100 package (valued $250+) early and receive:
	` 132 General Raffle tickets (For majority of all guns & merchandise!)
	` 6 chances at the Top Gun	  
 2 WTU gifts
Items picked up at front door when checking in. *Banquet ticket NOT included and 
MUST BE purchased to be eligible to buy this package.

For tickets or information
Earl Stuekerjuergen 319-469-3636 (w) or 319-470-2128 (c),
Wade Hamm 319-470-0202, Thad Gaylord 319-759-6284,
Sean Newberg 320-444-6595, 
WTU National Headquarters 800-274-5471,
or buy online at whitetailsunlimited.com.

Make check/money order payable to Whitetails Unlimited Inc.
MAIL TO: Earl Stuekerjuergen, 1519 Highway 218, West Point, IA 52656

As a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, donations are tax deductible as to IRS Code.

Tri-County Iowa Chapter Banquet – Saturday, March 19, 2022
TICKET ORDER FORM: Please print name and address where tickets are to be sent. Send along names of all attendees on a separate 
sheet of paper designating single, spouse, or child.

Name: 	

Address: 	

City: 	 	 State: 	 	 Zip: 	

Phone: (             ) 	

Credit cards must be processed by calling 800-274-5471, or thru our website, or 
mail to WTU, PO Box 720, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.

Please charge my:   Visa   MC   Discover   Am. Express

Name on card: 				  

Card #: 	 	 Exp. Date: 		

Signature: 	 	 V-Code: 		

Buy Early,Event Sells Out





Thank you for joining us for 90s Trivia Night
sponsored by the

Bloodhound Booster Club.
Date: Saturday, March 26, 2022

Location: Eagles Club, Fort Madison
Time: Doors will open at 6:00, Trivia starts at 7:00

Theme: Back to the 90’s
* Be sure to come dressed accordingly - most 90’s dressed team wins a prize!

* There will be 6 rounds of general 90’s trivia and 2 bonus rounds of 90’s
BLOODHOUND trivia.

Bring Snacks and get ready for a night of fun!

—------------------------------------------------------------cut------------------------------------------------------------
Please return this bottom portion and payment to:

Fort Madison High School
℅ Kelly Knustrom

2001 Ave. B
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Team Name: ___________________________________

Team Contact Person: ____________________________   Phone Number: ______________

Number of total team players*_________ ($150 for 8 members max, if you cannot fill a team of
8 - the cost is $20 per person.  If you would like, we could assign walk ins to your team on the
night of the event)

Yes! Give us some more teammates if we still need them!
No thank you, we’ve got the winning team right here!

Checks can be made out to FM Bloodhound Booster Club
*Must be 21 years or older
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