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SIGNS OF CHANGE
Politics has 
changed since 
Dole’s days

OPINION

Article submitted by Amtrak

FORT MADISON - Mayor Matt Mohrfeld will lead a 
delegation of officials this Friday to celebrate the completion 
of a project to bring passenger rail service back to the city’s 
riverfront. Since inception of Amtrak in 1971, Southwest 
Chief Trains 3 & 4 and others have stopped at what is now is 
a BNSF Railway building west of the central business district.

Predecessor Santa Fe Railway relocated to that rail yard 
in 1968, meaning Amtrak has never served the downtown 
location – until next week.

This Friday, Mayor Mohrfeld and Amtrak officials will an-
nounce the first day of regular service at the historic station 
built by Santa Fe in 1910. 

The celebration caps a nearly 14-year effort to improve the 
station by raising it above the Mississippi River Floodplain 
and to construct an ADA-compliant platform. 

This project, background on this station and the interesting 
history of Fort Madison is on the Great American Stations 
website, which will be updated to reflect the completion of 
the project.

LEE COUNTY NEWS

Supervisors approve $2M spend on J62 resurfacing
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – County officials 
have approved a $2 million spend to 
resurface 255th Street from Hwy. 27 
east to Hwy. 61.

At Monday morning’s regular meet-
ing of the Lee County Board of Super-
visors, the board approved spending 
$2,068,010 on the asphalt repaving that 
also includes a cold in-place recycling.

The low bid from WL Miller Co. of 
Hamilton was accepted. The coun-

ty had one other bid about $80,000 
higher.

County Engineer Ben Hull said the 
crude oil component of the asphalt 
mix was difficult to project in the 

The death Sunday of Robert Dole was 
a potent reminder of what we have lost as 
a nation. 

Another member of the Greatest Gen-
eration has left us — another of those 
Depression-era kids who came together 
to save democracy in the dark days of 
World War II. 

The career of the 98-year-old Kansas 
Republican reminds us how diminished 
our nation’s political system has become 
in the past 25 years. Far fewer supposed 
leaders are willing to put their nation 
ahead of their political party. 

Of course, Bob Dole was no shrinking 
violet when it came to politics. He did not 
shy away from a bare-knuckles fight. He 
could use a sharp-tongue and sarcasm to 
cut down an adversary, whether it was a 
Democrat — or a Republican.

And he was not afraid to direct his 
razor-like wit toward himself, either. In 
1988, after losing the New Hampshire 
presidential primary to George H.W. 
Bush, Dole said, “I went home after New 
Hampshire and slept like a baby. Every 
two hours, I woke up and cried.” 

All of this makes Dole something of an 
anachronism in today’s American politics 
— someone who enjoyed the give-and-
take of politics but who knew, ultimately, 
it was more important to work out com-
promises and find consensus on behalf of 
the American people.

In accepting the Republican nomina-
tion for president in 1996, Dole summed 
it up this way: “In politics, honorable 
compromise is no sin. It is what protects 
us from absolutism and intolerance.” 

Too many of today’s political leaders 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg

The new Amtrak Fort Madison Depot signs were on the property Wednesday afternoon. Crews in the 
background work on getting the signs posted along the brand new Amtrak Passenger platform, a re-
quirement of Amtrak before the first official stop can be announced. A commemoration of the depot and 
ribbon-cutting will take place Friday night at about 6:30 p.m. at the depot and the public is invited.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 09 Dec ...............................................................Overcast, 58º F/ 32º F
FRI 10 Dec ....................................................Scattered Clouds, 59º F/ 36º F
SAT 11 Dec .....................................................Scattered Clouds, 45º F/ 33º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 12/07 ........................................ 24 31 34 43 44, Lucky Ball: 15
MEGA MILLIONS 12/07 .......................... 1 7 40 43 68, Mega Ball: 1 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 12/07 MIDDAY ......................................................................................8 9 6
PICK 3 12/07 EVENING ....................................................................................2 1 9
PICK 4 12/07 MIDDAY...................................................................................6 7 5 9
PICK 4 12/07 EVENING .................................................................................1 2 2 3

First-ever Amtrak stop in downtown FM just days away

See ROADS, page 7 See EVANS, page 7

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://DiscoverTheForest.org
http://SeizeTheAwkward.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current


2 - Pen City Current - Thursday, December 9, 2021

Obituaries

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are products of
Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Sunday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
charles.v@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
lee.v@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2021 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.

OBITUARIES

DAVID L. SMITH
OBITUARIES

LUELLA MENKE
David Luther Smith, 74, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 3:57 a.m. on 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at the University of Iowa Hospitals in Iowa City. He 
was born on March 15, 1947 in Ottumwa, IA to Dr. Charles & Bet-
tie Adams Smith. He spent most of his life in the Kansas City, MO 
area and graduated from North Kansas City High School in 1965 
and later from Northeast Missouri State University (now Tru-
man State University) with a degree in Biology. He married Linda 
Hutchinson on August 30, 1969 in Fort Madison, IA. He retired 
from Smurfit-Stone Container Company in 2003 after 31 years of 

service.  He was a member of the First Christian Church in Fort Madison and 
served as a deacon. He enjoyed nature, bird watching, gardening and following 
the Kansas City Chiefs.

David is survived by: his wife: Linda Smith of Fort Madison, IA; 1-brother: 
Antry (Lea Anne) Smith of Lathrop, MO; 2-sisters: Sandra Ragan of Kansas 
City, MO & Maria (Richard) Holloway of Gladstone, MO; several nieces, neph-
ews and his dogs: Bear & Moose.  He was preceded in death by his parents.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory. A visitation will be held from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, De-
cember 11, 2021 with a memorial service to immediately follow at 10:30 a.m. 
at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. Leslie Dalstra officiating.  
Burial will be held at Oakland Cemetery in Fort Madison. A memorial has been 
established for the First Christian Church, P.A.W. Animal Shelter or the North 
Lee County Historical Society. Online condolences to the Smith family may be 
left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

SMITH

Luella Menke, 92, of Sartell, Minnesota, formerly of West Point and Carroll, 
Iowa, passed away Friday, December 3, 2021, at 11:30 p.m. in Sartell, Minneso-
ta.

She was born on February 21, 1929, the fourth child of William and Christina 
(Pomberg) Steffensmeier. On May 3, 1952, she married Cecil Menke at St. Mary 
of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point, Iowa.

Survivors include her husband: Cecil; four children: Bernard Menke of Sartell, 
Minnesota, Kris Menke of Sartell, Minnesota, Greg (Mardelle) Menke of Urban-
dale, Iowa and Marlene (Eric) Grindland of Sartell, Minnesota; three grandchil-
dren: Joel Menke, Trevor (Taylor) Grindland, and Kia (fiancé Tanner Bechtold) 
Grindland. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two brothers: Leroy and Adrian; 
three sisters: Mary Kruse-Chatham, Rita Sporkman, and Jane Menke.

Luella and Cecil, along with their four children moved to Carroll, Iowa in 
May of 1966 and started a hardware store. They sold the hardware business in 
1985.

Luella was a member of St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Carroll, Iowa and St. 
Francis  Catholic Church in Sartell, Minnesota. She loved knitting, crocheting, 
playing cards and baking cookies.

The family will receive friends from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Friday, December 
10, 2021, at St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point, Iowa.

A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, December 10, 
2021, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in West Point with Father Dennis Hoffman 
as celebrant.

Burial will be held at Calvary Cemetery, West Point, Iowa.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in her memory to Holy 

Trinity Catholic Schools in West Point. 
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.

com. Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funer-
al homes and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. 
They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of 
obituaries due to changes can only be requested by the submitting 
funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting fee.

https://www.greatriverhealth.org/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/12-days-of-fitness-membership-special/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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319-469-3951
www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Past. Present. Future.
Pilot Grove Savings Bank was established on May 12, 
1911 when 23 investors pooled $10,000 to meet the 
banking needs of the local community. Since that day, 
the Bank has continued to grow and prosper, serving 
customers in Southeast Iowa and the tri-state area as 
well as many other locations across the country. With 
customer loyalty on its side, Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
has prospered throughout the years. Now, with 14 
offices, more than 100 employees, over $760 million in 
assets and some of the most technologically advanced 
banking systems available, Pilot Grove Savings Bank’s 
main goal remains as it was in 1911 – to serve the 
customer well.

Donnellson  Fairfield  Fort Madison
Houghton  Keokuk Mt. Pleasant 

Packwood Pilot Grove West Burlington 
West Point Winfield

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police report

12/06/21 – 8:43 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Serena Dawn Schnider, 
43, of Fort Madison, in the 
1400 block of Avenue C, 
on 3 warrants for failure 
to appear. She was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.
12/06/21 – 9:07 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
larceny/theft in the 300 
block of 24th Street.
12/06/21 – 9:29 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2000 block of Avenue B.
12/06/21 – 11:27 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 500 
block of Avenue G.
12/06/21 – 11:39 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
arrested Kara Sue Nelson, 
26, of Fort Madison, in the 
600 block of 8th Street, 
on 2 warrants for failure 
to appear. She was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.
12/06/21 – 12:10 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Alyssa Blair Hardy, 32, of 
Fort Madison, at the inter-
section of 29th Street and 
Richards Drive, on a charge 
of driving while barred.
12/06/21 – 3:27 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Kathy Lynn Smith, 70, of 
Fort Madison, in the 2200 
block of Avenue J, on a 
charge of trespassing.
12/06/21 – 3:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 

to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2700 block of Avenue K.
12/06/21 – 4:18 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Bobbie Terrell Lott, 47, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
2700 block of Avenue K, 
on a charge of 5th degree 
theft less than $300.
12/06/21 – 4:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1700 block of Avenue H.
12/06/21 – 7:04 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a proper-
ty damage accident at 
the intersection of 48th 
Street and Avenue O.
12/07/21 – 4:59 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Carri 
Lou Carson, 44, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1800 block 
of Avenue L, on a charge 
of driving while barred.
12/07/21 – 10:59 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1600 
block of Avenue H.
12/07/21 – 1:28 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Hailey Noel Gilman, 22, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
3000 block of Richards 
Drive, on a charge of 
driving while barred.
12/07/21 – 2:02 p.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 2600 
block of Avenue H.
12/07/21 – 2:17 p.m. 
– Fort Madison police 
responded to a report of 
larceny/theft in the 2600 

block of Avenue L.
12/07/21 – 4:28 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Donald O’Rien Bell, 20, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
1700 block of Avenue H, 
on a warrant for probation 
violation. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

Lee County 
Sheriff report

12/04/21 – 9:38 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies 
responded to a single-vehi-
cle accident at the intersec-
tion of 270th Avenue and 
Belmont Road. According 
to the report, a vehicle 
driven by Ryley Nicholas 
Davis, 15, of Keokuk, was 
heading northbound on 
270th Avenue and when 
the driver lost control trying 
to turn onto Belmont Road, 
entered a ditch, struck an 
Alliant Energy pole and a 
guide wire, and came to 
rest in the ditch facing east. 
The driver was transported 
by EMS to Blessing Hospi-
tal – Keokuk with injuries. 
He was treated and re-
leased. The vehicle had to 
be towed from the scene. 
Davis was cited for violation 
of a school permit, failure 
to maintain control, and 
failure to use a seat belt.
12/06/21 – 12:49 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Cortney Lampkins, 
37, of Burlington, in the 700 
block of Avenue F, on a 
warrant for 5th degree theft 
less than $300. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

12/07/21 – 11:03 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Creed Allen-Kent 
Lee, 21, of Montrose, at the 
sheriff’s office, on a warrant 
for judgment hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/07/21 – 12:48 p.m. 
– Lee County sheriff 
deputies arrested Alexis 
Paige Pumphrey, 23, of 
Wever, in the 700 block 
of Avenue F, on a warrant 
for violation of a domestic 
no-contact order. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.
12/07/21 – 7:00 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies 
arrested Mandy Sue 
Sample, 41, of Farmington, 
in the 1100 block of Croton 
Road, on warrants for 1st 
offense OWI and failure 
to maintain control. She 
was cited and released.
Those listed above are 
arrested or cited on a 
suspicion of a crime 
and are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

12/04/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to five medical calls
12/05/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
one stove top grease fire, 
and one medical call.
12/06/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls
12/07/21 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to one medical call.

Cindy M. Funk, 60, of Iowa City, died on Sun-
day, December 5, 2021, at UIHC surrounded by 

family.  In Fort Madison, a celebra-
tion of Cindy’s life will be held from 
1:00 – 2:30 pm Sunday, December 12, 
2021 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, 
followed by a 2:30 pm prayer service 
officiated by Pastor Dean Graber.   
Services in Iowa City are also being 
held, including a celebration of Cin-

dy’s life from 4:00 – 6:00 pm on Friday, December 
10, 2021, at Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service 
Iowa City; a time of sharing will begin at 6:00 pm. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to 
cancer research at The Holden Comprehensive 
Cancer Research Center at UIHC or The Ameri-
can Diabetes Association.

Cindy was born on December 31, 1960, in 
Quincy, IL, the daughter of James Edward Bender 
and Mary Irene Jones.

For over thirty years, Cindy worked at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics. She worked 
in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Emergency 
Room, Procedural Sedation Team, and ended her 
career in Pediatric Gastroenterology.

Cindy was married to Ted Dohman for many 
years and together they had one daughter, Heath-
er. Cindy married Clarence “Hop” Funk on May 
12, 2001, in Iowa City. Hop passed away unexpect-
edly on January 27, 2017.

Cindy enjoyed red pin bowling, playing cards, 
painting, traveling, girls’ trips, Black Friday shop-
ping, and watching “Survivor”. She also loved 
spending time with her grandchildren, camping 
with the family and cuddling with Joe.

Cindy is survived by her daughter Heather 
(Tom) Wyjack of Solon, IA; stepchildren Josh, 
Matt, and Rachel Funk of Iowa City; grandchil-
dren Adia and Ashten Wyjack, and Rylee and 
Jovie Funk; mother Mary (Jim) Barnett of Ft. 
Madison; sister Barbara Janssen of Atlanta, GA; 
father James Bender; several nieces, nephews 
and extended family and the family cocker span-
iel, Joe Cocker.   She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Hop Funk; maternal grandparents 
Raymond and Mary Jones; paternal grandpar-
ents George and Clarice Bender; brothers-in law 
Kenny Funk and Larry Funk; sister-in-law Gloria 
Kelley and Hop and Cindy’s first adopted puppy, 
Patch.

OBITUARIES

CINDY M. FUNK

FUNK

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
https://www.OldFortPlayers.com
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This amazing railroad adventure steams 
across Colorado & New Mexico. You’ll travel on 
not one, but FIVE scenic trains, across some 
of the highest altitude railroads in America 
during the day, and enjoy comfortable rooms 
and fine dining at night. It’s an all-fun, all-
natural, Rocky Mountain High, combining 
adventure, history, and romance all into one 
great tour!

COLORADO & NEW MEXICO TRAINS
Riding the Rails

For More Information:
TrailwaysTravel.com

319.753.2864 x162

Fort Madison grapplers take two at double dual
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Bloodhounds took advantage of five forfeits from Medi-
apolis, and then rebounded from a tight early match with Wapello to sweep its two 
matches at a four-team double dual in a packed Hound Dome Tuesday night.

Freshman Caleb Bolander recorded two pins on the night wrestling at 138. The 
Burlington transfer got pins over Mediapolis’ Isaiah Robben 41 seconds into the 
second period, and then got a hard-earned pin over Wapello’s Dylan Woodruff at 25 
seconds into the 3rd period to lead the Hounds.

Senior Jakob McGowan continues to put together a solid season after taking 4th 
last week at the Cliff Keen Invitational at 185 pounds. McGowan got a quick pin 
over Mediapolis’ Kyle Vorwerk and then scored a tech decision over Caleb Ealey of 
Wapello 16-1 just three seconds before the end of the match.

Emmett Kruse got a couple pins at 126, the first over the Bulldogs’ Braxton Davis 
at 4:43 in the second period. He then worked a tough match with Zach Harbison 
of Wapello. Kruse had a slight point advantage in that match, but managed to get a 
6-point pin for the Hounds with about :36 left in the match.

Fort Madison’s Aidan Pennock found himself up against Mediapolis’ Quinten 
Aney, the state’s No. 3 wrestler in Class 1A at 132 lbs. Aney wrestled up at 145 with 
Pennock and took an 18-2 tech fall at the end of the second period for the win. Pen-
nock rebounded with a 2nd-period pin over Wapello’s Matthew Helscher at 2:52.

Daniel Sokolik also impressed with a win at 220 lbs. He won by forfeit against 
Mediapolis, then came back and pinned Wapello’s Kekai Seumanautafa at 2:41 in the 
second period.

Fort Madison’s Teague Smith, Ike Thacher, Gavyn Siemens, Logan Pennock, Henry 
Wiseman and Gavin Wiseman all had wins for the Hounds.

Gavin Wiseman won by forfeit against Mediapolis and then pinned Wapello’s Gar-
en Wilkerson with the fastest pin of the night for Fort Madison in just 16 seconds.

The Hounds travel to Wentzville, Missouri Saturday for the Liberty Invitational 
with wrestling starting at 10 a.m.

Complete results from Tuesday’s action are listed below:
Fort Madison (FOMA) 63.0 Mediapolis (MEDI) 17.0
170: Teague Smith (FOMA) over Lucas  Wagenbach  (MEDI) (Fall 2:20) 182: Jakob McGowan (FOMA) over Kyle Vorwerk 
(MEDI) (Fall 0:45) 195: Isaac Thacher (FOMA) over   (MEDI) (For.) 220: Daniel Sokolik (FOMA) over   (MEDI) (For.) 285: Jaden 
Wenig (MEDI) over Christian Young (FOMA) (Fall 1:03) 106: Gavyn Siemens (FOMA) over Wil Whitaker (MEDI) (Fall 3:33) 
113: Gavin Gerber (MEDI) over Tateum Schelich (FOMA) (Fall 2:40) 120: Logan Pennock (FOMA) over   (MEDI) (For.) 126: 
Emmett Kruse (FOMA) over Braxton  Davis (MEDI) (Fall 4:43) 132: Henry Wiseman (FOMA) over Grady Gunn (MEDI) (SV-1 
10-8) 138: Caleb Bolander (FOMA) over Isaiah Robben (MEDI) (Fall 2:41) 145: Quinten Aney (MEDI) over Aidan Pennock 
(FOMA) (TF 18-2 6:00) 152: Austin Miller (FOMA) over   (MEDI) (For.) 160: Gavin Wiseman (FOMA) over   (MEDI) (For.) 
Fort Madison (FOMA) 50.0 Wapello (WAPE) 21.0
182: Christian Vincent (FOMA) over   (WAPE) (For.) 195: Jakob McGowan (FOMA) over Caleb Ealey (WAPE) (TF 16-1 
5:57) 220: Jacob Miller (WAPE) over Isaac Thacher (FOMA) (Dec 7-4) 285: Daniel Sokolik (FOMA) over Kekai Seuma-
nutafa (WAPE) (Fall 2:41) 106: Codder Malcom (WAPE) over Gavyn Siemens (FOMA) (Fall 4:58) 113: Dawson Tipps 
(WAPE) over Tateum Schelich (FOMA) (Fall 0:49) 120: Logan Pennock (FOMA) over Garret Dickey (WAPE) (Dec 7-2) 
126: Emmett Kruse (FOMA) over Zach Harbison (WAPE) (Fall 5:24) 132: Jacob Chamberlin (WAPE) over Henry Wise-
man (FOMA) (Dec 6-0) 138: Caleb Bolander (FOMA) over Dylan Woodruff (WAPE) (Fall 5:25) 145: Aidan Pennock 
(FOMA) over Matthew Helscher (WAPE) (Fall 2:52) 152: Elijah Belzer (WAPE) over Austin Miller (FOMA) (Dec 7-4) 160: 
Gavin Wiseman (FOMA) over Garen Wilkerson (WAPE) (Fall 0:16) 170: Teague Smith (FOMA) over   (WAPE) (For.)

Above, Em-
mett Kruse 
gets the best 
of Wapello’s 
Zach Harbi-
son before he 
sets a pin in 
the 3rd pe-
riod. Below, 
Logan Pen-
nock wrestles 
Garret Dickey 
after suffering 
a bloody nose 
during the 
match. Pen-
nock also got 
the win in a 
7-2 decision.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Colorado-New-Mexico-Trains-2022
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Monday, December 13 • 4-6:30pm • 416 Ave. F, Ft. Madison

Holiday Open HouseHoliday Open House

Karen Hope, Hostess

319-372-4040

LIBRARY
ASSISTANT

The Fort Madison Public Li-
brary is seeking a part time 
(26 hrs/wk) library assistant.  
Tasks will include customer 
services, computer updating 
and troubleshooting, book 
processing and invoicing.  
Requirements include high 
school graduate or equiva-
lent, with preference given 
to those with previous library 
work experience and/or work-
ing with computers.  Hours of 
work include, Thursday eve-
ning and some weekends.  
Applicants are required  

Applications are available 
at the Fort Madison Public 
Library and can be returned 
there.  Applications will be 
taken until position is filled.   
Contact Sarah Clendineng at 
(319) 372-5721 if you have 
any questions.

The City of Fort Madison 
provides equal opportunity

in employment to all persons

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

MEETING MINUTES
MONTROSE COUNCIL 

MEETING
DECEMBER 2, 2021

Regular Meeting called 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Mayor Dinwiddie presid-
ing.

Present: Holland, 
Junkins, Rubey, Uhlmey-
er, Umthun.

Absent: None.
Motion carried to ap-

prove Agendas as written. 
All ayes.

Motion carried to ap-
prove November 4, 2021 
Regular Meeting Minutes. 
All ayes.

Motion carried to 
approve November 2021 
Treasurer’s Report. All 
ayes.

Receipts: Gen 
$107428.49; RUT 
$6477.54; T&A $80.00; 
Water $13549.53; Sewer 
$10771.04.

Disbursements:  
Gen $100055.10; 
RUT $48609.89; Wa-
ter $14765.60; Sewer 
$9756.97.

Motion carried approv-
ing Resolution 7-2021 
closing the Montrose 
Water Debt Service 
Account, and transferring 
the $6343.04 balance to 
the Montrose Waterworks 
DE&IF savings account. 
Roll call voting 5-0 aye. 

Motion carried approv-
ing Resolution 8-2021 
transferring $3196.00 per 
month to Water DE&IF 
savings account. Roll call 
voting 5-0 aye. 

Motion carried ap-
proving the City’s An-
nual Group Insurance 
Renewal with Wellmark 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
with a 2.3% increase to 
$4878.67 per month. All 
ayes. 

Motion carried to au-
thorize paying the new 
Librarian $12.36, and 
giving the Library Board 
permission to hire a new 
Librarian at the above 
wage, with Council to look 
at wages during the bud-
get process. All ayes.

Motion carried to keep 

Librarian Assistant wage 
at $10.84 per hour, with 
Council to look at wages 
during the budget pro-
cess. All ayes. 

Motion carried waiving 
the residency requirement 
for the new Librarian. All 
ayes. 

Motion carried to ap-
prove Payment of Claims.  
All ayes.

KOHLMORGAN HAUL-
ING-GARBAGE FEES
...........................2,233.00
LIBERTY UTILITIES 
(PD)-NATURAL GAS
..............................132.73
MCFARLAND-SWAN 
OFC CENTER-SUP-
PLIES .....................46.82
MEDIACOM (PD)-
PHONES/INTERNET
..............................254.26
MOAA MEDIPLUS-
GROUP INSURANCE 
SUPPLEMENT .....223.65
MONTROSE FIRE AS-
SOCIATION-1st HALF 
LUMP SUM PAYMENT
.........................12,705.00
MONTROSE SEWER 
DEPRECIATION-TRANS-
FER TO SAVINGS 
...........................4,380.33
MONTROSE SEWER 
RESERVE-TRANSFER 
TO SAVINGS ..........33.33
MONTROSE WATER-
WORKS DE&IF-TRANS-
FER TO SAVINGS
..............................402.83
PTM DOCUMENT SYS-
TEMS-SUPPLIES
..............................106.36
RATHBUN REG WA-
TER ASSO-WATER 
CHARGES .........4,128.00
U S CELLULAR-CELL 
PHONES ..............161.77
VISA-POSTAGE/YOUTH 
ACTIVITY .............456.96
WELLMARK BC/BS-
GROUP INSURANCE
...........................3,770.79

Totals per fund: Gen 
$23103.30; RUT $485.30; 
Water $5549.56; Sewer 
$6950.50.

Adjournment. Motion 
carried to adjourn at 7:50 
p.m. All ayes.

Ronald Dinwiddie, 
Mayor

Attest:

Celeste L. Cirinna
Clerk/Treasurer  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Minutes for the Lee 

County Conservation 
Board Meeting 

November 9, 2021 
Lee County

Conservation Center 
2652 Hwy 61 

Montrose, IA 52639

1.Called to Order at 
4:03 p.m.

Roll Call: Alton, Poll-
peter, Moore, Mullan, 
VanPelt present

Staff Present Unsworth, 
Veihl, Pawling, Oldfield, 
Steele 

Supervisor: Matt Pflug 
Absent

2.Approval of Minutes 
from October 19, 2021 
and October 27, 2021

Motion by VanPelt to 
approve the October 19, 
2021 and October 27, 
2021 minutes

2nd: Mullan 
Motion Carried
3.Public Input
None
4.Approval of Bills
Motion by Mullan to 

approve the bills
2nd: VanPelt 
Motion Carried
5.Approval of the Finan-

cial Report
Motion by Pollpeter to 

approve the Financial 
Report

2nd: Mullan 
Motion Carried
6.Discuss and Take 

Possible Action on Camp-
ing Fee Increases

Staff proposes an 
increase of $5 on full 
hookup campsites. It was 
noted that camping fees 
have not been increased 
for at least 5 years. 

Motion by Van Pelt to 
lncrease camping fees 
by $5 to take effect on 
January 1, 2021 

2nd: Mullan 
Motion Carried
7.Update Bank Account 

Information
Motion by Pollpeter to 

remove Unsworth as a 
signer for the LCCB Two 
Rivers bank account and 

to add Veihl as a signer 
for the account 

2nd: Moore 
Motion Carried
8.Review and Discuss 

Potential Updates to the 
LCCB Bylaws

Alton proposed various 
changes to the Bylaws to 
align them better with the 
Director job description.

The proposed changes 
will be voted on at the 
next Board meeting.

9. December Meeting 
Date - December 1 or 2

The Board decided 
to meet on Wednesday 
December 1 for their next 
regular Board meeting.

10. Staff and Director 
Reports

Steele stated that he 
has begun classroom pro-
grams and that the Hike 
& Seek, Halloween Hike, 
and Horseback Riding 
events in October were 
successful. Oldfield stated 
that camping numbers for 
October have increased 
by 150 camping nights in 
comparison to October 
2020.

11. Board Member 
Comments

None 

12. Adjournment
Motion by Mullan to 

adjourn at 4:48 p.m.
2nd: Pollpeter

Liza Alton
LCCB President

Caroline Viehl
LCCB Secretary

https://www.realtor.com/realestateagents/56c96780bb954c01006ceeb4
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge
FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Nursing
Rehabilitation

Long-Term Care

WHERE COMPASSION & QUALITY COME FIRST
319-463-5438

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

319-372-8021 • 1701 41st St., Ft. Madison

The Madison Senior Living knows the holidays are a special time 
of year. The holiday is a perfect time to reflect upon all we are 
grateful and express our love and appreciation for our residents 
and their loved ones, along with the community that embraces 
our facility. We are so appreciative of the trust our residents and 
their families place in our team. Our residents are the heart and 
soul and why The Madison is such a special place to work in 
service to our residents. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Reach out to a friend about  
their mental health. 

Find more ways to help at SeizeTheAwkward.org

https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.montrosehealthcenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.themadison.biz/
https://www.SeizeTheAwkward.org
https://dip-n-joe.myshopify.com/#Cmatter1021
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From the Front

We’re in this Together.
Protect your family & community:

COVER COUGHS & SNEEZES
STAY HOME WHEN ILL
WASH HANDS OFTEN

#3 John Bennett Drive#3 John Bennett Drive
Fort MadisonFort Madison

www.leecountyhd.orgwww.leecountyhd.org

(319) 372.5225(319) 372.5225

current economic climate. He said his most recent 
estimate on the work came in at about $2,019,000. and 
he was happy with the low bid proposal.

The funding for the work will come from the coun-
ty’s share of federal Farm-to-Market funds.

The board also tabled a resolution to remove a 10-
ton load limit from Primrose Road as other construc-
tion projects in the county have pushed heavy traffic 
to that roadway. Hull said he’s hoping one of the proj-
ects is completed next week so the county can reopen 
the stretch to more regular traffic.

In an unrelated issue, the county appointed James 
Patrick to the Lee County Conservation Board to 
replace Bill Mullan whose term is expiring.

Initially, Supervisor Rich Harlow nominated Lee 
County resident Joe Lestina to the board and that 
nomination received a second from Supervisor Ron 
Fedler.

But during the discussion portion of the item, Lee 
County Conservation Board member Tom Pollpeter 
said he didn’t know Joe Lestina, but said Patrick had 
been a host at Wilson Lake campground for the past 
five years.

    “I don’t know Mr. Lestina. I know Jim Patrick 
because he’s been a campground host for us for two 
or three years. We know him and he knows the staff 
so he’s familiar with whatever issues we have with the 
campgrounds and this is his second time applying,” 
Pollpeter said.

Harlow then said he would like to rescind his mo-
tion and Fedler rescinded his second, and then Har-
low motioned to follow Pollpeter’s recommendation.

Pollpeter said that Lestina would be perfect for the 
Conservation Foundation and they would reach out to 
him for that effort.

Dr. Philip Caropreso and Dr. David Wenger-Keller 
were reappointed to the Lee County Health Board 
during the meeting.

would rather drink battery acid than work toward 
compromise or to admit they made a mistake. Today’s 
members of Congress have difficulty agreeing on much 
of anything, sometimes even within their own party.  

But Dole often partnered with Democrats to write 
legislation that transformed life in the United States. 
He worked with one of the most liberal members of the 
Senate, George McGovern of South Dakota, to expand 
the food stamp program. (They continued working 
together on food and nutrition issues around the globe 
after leaving Congress, and in 2008, they received the 
World Food Prize in Des Moines in recognition of their 
efforts.) 

Dole worked with another Midwest liberal, Hubert 
Humphrey of Minnesota, to make school lunches a 
financially secure federal program, instead of leaving 
lunches to the vagaries of local and state support.  

And Dole was a key ally of Iowa’s Tom Harkin in 
securing passage in 1990 of the landmark civil rights 
law, called the Americans with Disabilities Act, which 
prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities 
on the job and in public accommodations. 

Kenneth Duberstein, Ronald Reagan’s White House 
chief of staff, told the Washington Post, “Dole was a 
wizard at putting together coalitions.” 

In contrast, senators and representatives these days 
seem more fixated on ignoring the other party’s sugges-
tions. That was not the Dole way.  

Yes, he could throw himself into blocking propos-
als he thought were misguided. But he had a guiding 
philosophy that stands in sharp contrast with today’s 
Washington political scene — where some knuckle-
heads call members of the other party terrorists or 
communists or where they suggest blithely that those in 
the other party are out to destroy the United States. 

Dole’s view was disarmingly simple: He was less con-
cerned where good ideas originated. It did not matter 
whether the idea came from Republicans or Demo-
crats.  

That attitude is as scarce as hens’ teeth in the halls of 

Congress today. 
Following his loss to President Bill Clinton in 1996, 

there was no grousing by Dole about stolen elections. 
No talk of voter fraud. No references to those who vot-
ed for Clinton being idiots or morons. 

Three days after his defeat, Dole went on David Let-
terman’s show and talked about the election: 

“I learned how great the American people are — 
Democrats, Republicans, independents. Obviously, 
you like to win, but you have to accept defeat and look 
ahead. It’s all about the future. I think American is in 
good shape as you look ahead.” 

Dole’s view of America and its people undoubtedly 
was shaped by his experience as a 21-year-old soldier in 
World War II and in the 39 painful months of surger-
ies and recovery that followed his grievous wartime 
injuries. 

He was wounded in 1945 during fighting in Italy. His 
shoulder and arm were blown apart, and several ver-
tebrae were broken in his neck and spine. He was not 
expected to survive. He did, but his right arm forever 
hung limply at his side. 

Dole grew up in the small rural community of Rus-
sell, Kan. The Dole family lived in the basement of their 
home and earned extra money by renting the upstairs 
to tenants. 

After his war injuries, the townspeople raised mon-
ey to pay for his rehabilitation and treatment. That 
support frequently moved him to tears when he talked 
about it years later. 

You have to admire someone who never forgets 
where he came from, who never misses a chance to 
poke fun at himself, who sees value in compromise and 
consensus, and who puts loyalty to country ahead of 
political expediency.

Randy Evans is the director of the Iowa Freedom of 
Information Council and can be reached at DMRev-
ans2810@gmail.com. Pen City Current is a member of 
the IFOIC.
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Dole’s politics reached across the aisle Patrick appointed 
to LCCB board
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