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P.A.W. to start build

DONATION:  Anonymous benefactor helps building campaign funding

Bids delayed 
in FMCSD 
construction 
project

EDUCATION NEWS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A large benefactor has put a $5 mil-
lion new animal shelter in Fort Madison back on track.

According to Brad Walker, president of the the P.A.W. Ani-
mal Shelter, construction of the new animal shelter will begin 
this summer.

Fundraising for the new shelter project suffered during the 
pandemic but an anonymous donation has put the project 
actually in front of fundraising goals.

Although the total $5 million hasn’t been raised, Walker 
said enough has been secured to begin construction and 
fundraising will continue to finish off the project. He said 
the board is doing everything it can to stick to the $5 million 
cost that was projected several years ago, despite increased 
costs of construction goods.

Schickedanz Construction of Fort Madison has been hired 
as the contractor for the work.

“We’re trying to remain around that level so we’ve scaled 
some things back, but we still plan on having the structure 
up by this time next year and be in it. Then we’ll finish it as 
we go,” Walker said.

“Fundraising will continue to go on. We’d like to have some 
money left in the bank for operations to keep us in the black 

every month. We don’t have it all raised yet, but we’re hoping 
the money we do have will get us 75% of the way there.”

Protectors of Animal Welfare of North Lee County, better 
known as P.A.W. Animal Shelter has been serving Fort Mad-
ison and Lee County for well over 40 years. The last 30 out of 
their current building located at 2031 48th Street.

In late 2010, a new Director was hired to oversee P.A.W. 
and things would soon begin to change. New staff, fundrais-
ers, and most importantly – more animals being adopted. 

The new facility is designed to be efficient, easy to navigate, 
and will allow the public to have a more hands-on approach 
to the animals waiting to be adopted. There will be inside/out 
kennel runs so no animals will be living outside- a “MUST 
have”, according to P.A.W. Director Sandy Brown.

The new shelter and adoption center will have Meet-n-
Greet Rooms. Cats will be on one designated side, dogs 
housed on the other. Nurseries, a true isolation room, play 
areas, a surgery room for spay clinics, laundry rooms, and 
much, much more. 

Throughout the last 12 years, P.A.W. has grown from adop-
tion of 75 animals a year to consistently adopting well over 
600-800 animals a year. They now have pets in 29 states as
well as Germany and St Croix.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Another slight 
delay has hit the Fort Madison Commu-
nity School District facility improvement 
project.

Bids were supposed to have been 
opened last week in an afternoon special 
session of the FMCSD board of directors, 
but that bid opening was delayed two 
weeks to allow for more bid interest.

At Monday’s regular meeting of the 
board, Chris Smith, Vice President of 
Construction with Carl A. Nelson, told 
the board the company isn’t getting the 
commitments they’d like to see for the 
work.

The district is bidding projects that 
will ultimately close the current Lincoln 
and Richardson Elementary buildings 
and move them into space on the cam-
pus of the Fort Madison Middle School. 
Additionally, 7th and 8th graders will be 
moved to the Fort Madison High School 
campus, putting all students on the two 
campuses.

The Fort Madison Middle School will 
become a Prek-6th grade facility and the 
high school will house 7th-12th grades.

“There’s more people on the fence than 
what we’d like,” Smith said Monday.

“We’d like more people to be firm 
commitments. It’s just a sign of the busy 
market right now. It’s our hope that with 
this two-week extension will give people 
some time to work on it, and attract more 
bidders.”

In August, Carl A. Nelson informed the 

Courtesy photo

The Fort Madison P.A.W. Animal Shelter is hoping to break ground on their new $5 million Adoption Cen-
ter and Shelter by the end of the summer. 

See PETS, page 8
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See BOARD, page 8

District extends bidding 
time frame in hopes of 
getting more bidders
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New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
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Burlington
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THANK YOU
We are grateful for the opportunity to care for your family’s oral health

& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

We are now accepting new patients.

OBITUARIES

KATHLEEN M. BLINT
Kathleen Mary Blint, 76 years, of Lincoln, Nebraska died at 

12:55 a.m. Friday, May 6, 2022.  She was born on September 3, 
1945, to Henrietta and Ralph (Pomberg) Blint at Sacred Heart 

Hospital in Fort Madison, Iowa. She earned a 
degree in Social Sciences from Marycrest Col-
lege in 1967, Davenport, Iowa. She went on to 
become an English Language Arts and Social 
Studies teacher and a track coach at Pilgrim 
Park Junior High in Elm Grove, Wisconsin. 
She was on the board of directors for the Elm-
brook Education Association. After marrying 

she moved to Colorado, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and then 
finally to Nebraska. 

She was a huge fan of The Nebraska Cornhuskers and never 
missed watching a game, although at heart she would always 
remain an Iowa Hawkeye. She often had all the televisions in 
the house set to watch football games at once. She would get 
very animated, cheerlead, and wear her “special Huskers shirt.”

She loved to cook and was skilled at adapting recipes to 
make them healthier for the family. She was famous for her 
hors d’oeuvres and appetizers. Her secret: she added garlic to 
everything! The meal was always on her schedule, it might 
have been late, but it was worth the wait. She was an avid 
gardener from vegetables to flowers. She enjoyed working on 
landscaping and manicuring the yard. 

She absolutely adored dogs and for 20 years there was 

always at least one dog by her side. She was a “dog mom” to 
6 large-breed dogs over the years. Her Norwegian Elkhound, 
Brandy, was her favorite, they seemed to have similar per-
sonalities. She always said she wouldn’t allow them inside the 
house, but every winter ALL the dogs were welcomed and 
warm in the house each with their own blanket.

You could often find her at the kitchen table applying her 
makeup, drinking her coffee, reading the newspaper, folding 
paper napkins while simultaneously watching “her show.” 
They were all her shows. She watched every episode of Rem-
ington Steele, Murder She Wrote and Hart to Hart.

She loved to dress up and she had a large collection of 
costume jewelry to coordinate her look. She enjoyed talking 
about paper dresses with Nicole and seeing the latest pho-
to shoot. She really enjoyed dancing if country music was 
playing. She became a supporter of the Omaha Symphony and 
often attended shows with friends.

She loved supporting her grandson, Britton, and attended 
all his school functions, birthdays, and events. She was very 
proud and showed everyone in the nursing home all of the 
pictures from the varsity bowling team. She loved when her 
niece, Sara, would send pictures of her family. She enjoyed 
hearing about Connor, Mason, and Reagan’s accomplishments 
back home in Iowa. 

As the Nebraska winter would settle in, she would put up 
her lighted village and plan her annual trip via train to Iowa 

for Thanksgiving or Christmas on the farm. She loved to make 
Christmas chocolates and sweets every year for family and 
friends.

Survivors include her stepdaughter; Nicole Battelle Van 
Hook and grandson: Britton Van Hook of Lincoln, Nebraska; 
Niece and Nephew-in-law: Sara and Brian Holvoet of Wever, 
Iowa; Great Niece and Nephews: Reagan Holvoet, Mason 
Holvoet and Connor Holvoet of Wever, Iowa; Nephew: Craig 
Blint of Fort Madison, Iowa, Sister-in-Law: Tina Blint of Fort 
Madison, Iowa.  Thank you to her lifelong friends Bill Graf 
and Jan Wojciuk-Graf of Tucson, Arizona.  She was preceded 
in death by her parents and her brother, Larry Blint.  

Kathleen’s family will greet friends 12:00 – 12:45 p.m. 
Monday, May 23, 2022 at the Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home 
in West Point.  A Mass of Christian Burial will follow and 
begin at 1:00 p.m. Monday, May 23, 2022 at St. Mary of the 
Assumption Catholic Church in West Point, with Father 
Dennis Hoffman as celebrant.  Burial will be held at Calva-
ry Cemetery, West Point.  Memorials may be made to the 
Nebraska Humane Society and the West Point Public Library 
in loving memory of Kathleen, contributions may be mailed to 
the Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home, P.O. Box 247, West Point, 
Iowa 52656 or left at the funeral home and church during the 
time of services.   Barr-Holtkamp Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the Blint (Battelle) family and an online guest book may 
be found at www.barrholtkampfuneralhome.com.     

BLINT
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KENNETH J. 
ALMENDINGER

Kenneth John Almendinger Jr., 80, of Burlington, died at 
3:25 AM Sunday, May 8, 2022, at his home.

Born November 6, 1941, in Burlington, he was the son of 
Kenneth John and Pauline Melba Peterson 
Almendinger Sr. He married Bettie Jean Ford. 
They later divorced.

Kenneth graduated from Burlington High 
School in 1962. He lettered in track, baseball 
and football.  

He worked at his father’s TV repair busi-
ness then drove for Hostess/Wonder Bread 

for 26 years before retiring.  
Kenneth met with a group of classmates once a month for a 

class reunion. He enjoyed fishing, camping and duck hunting. 
Kenneth was always able to make people laugh and loved 
spending time with his family.

Survivors include one son, John Almendinger of Burl-
ington; three daughters, Kim (Kevin) Long of Burlington, 
Trina Menken of Riverview, FL, and Kendra (Sean) Brockett 
of Valrico, FL; 10 grandchildren, Natasha Long, Zackery 
Almendinger, Tyler Almendinger, Nikki (Jeff) Grim, Randi 
Almendinger, Dillon Long, Hunter Menken, Ashton, Car-
son, and Holton Brockett; one great-grandchild, Adalee 
Almendinger; one sister, Mary Granaman of Burlington; one 
brother, David Almendinger of Burlington; and several nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents; one 
daughter, Cheryl Almendinger and his great-granddaughter, 
Alexis Long.

Visitation will be from 1:00 PM until 2:00 PM Friday, May 
13, 2022 at Prugh~Thielen Funeral Home.

The funeral service for Mr. Almendinger will be 2:00 PM 
Friday, May 13, 2022, at Prugh~Thielen Funeral Home.  Buri-
al will be in Aspen Grove Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for 
Diabetic Research. Prugh Funeral Service is in care of the ar-
rangements. Condolences can be sent to the family by visiting 
Kenneth’s obituary at www.prughfuneral.com.

ALMENDINGER

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.barrholtkampfuneralhome.com
http://www.prughfuneral.com
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319-469-3951
www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Donnellson | Fairfield | Fort Madison | Houghton | Keokuk | Mt. Pleasant | Packwood | Pilot Grove | West Burlington | West Point | Winfield

Sydney Jones

the future
is bright

Ellie Herdrich

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991
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WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

#ShopLocalSubscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

OBITUARIES

VERA M. NEUENDORF
Vera Mae Neuendorf, 92, long-time resident of the Keokuk area, passed 

away on Sunday, May 8, 2022, at Montrose Health Center in Montrose, Iowa.
Vera was born at home in rural Farmington, Iowa, on June 

12, 1929, the daughter of James Edward and Vacil Mae (Park) 
Anthony. She attended Farmington, Iowa high school. Vera was 
united in marriage to Jackie “Jack” Ferris Neuendorf on Sep-
tember 24, 1947.He preceded her in death on June 19, 2015.

Vera was employed as a bank teller at Farmington Bank where 
she made many friends. Then she discovered her love for sew-
ing and became an extremely talented seamstress. Vera had a 

revolving door of people in her home for fittings. She also enjoyed gardening 
in her spare time. Vera was a 4H leader and a Sunday School teacher. She 
attended First Baptist Church and United Presbyterian Church of Keokuk. 
Vera always considered raising her children as her most important and trea-
sured job. 

Vera is survived by two children: Mark (Kelly) Neuendorf and Debby 
(Stephen) Baum, both of Keokuk, Iowa; three grandchildren: Patrick Willis 
(Carmalitta) Baum, Andrea Melody (Casey) Long and Michael Anthony 
Neuendorf and several great-grandchildren. Vera is preceded in death by her 
parents and husband.

Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 A.M. on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk followed by a family lun-
cheon and then burial at the Sharon Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be held on Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at the funeral home from 2:00 
to 7:00 P.M. with family meeting friends from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M.

Memorials may be directed to the Sharon Presbyterian Church Cemetery.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk, Iowa, is in charge of 

arrangements.

NEUENDORF

OBITUARIES

MARY CAMERON
Mary “Janet” Cameron, 82, of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at River 

Hills Village in Keokuk.
She was born May 3, 1940 in Keokuk, IA the daughter of John C. and Vera Rep-

plinger Cameron.  Janet graduated from Kahoka High School with the 
class of 1959.  She attended Patricia Stevens College.

Janet was a member of Cameron Farm Inc., All Saints Catholic 
Church in Keokuk and the Keokuk Hospital Auxiliary. 

Janet loved farm life and especially loved spending time on the fami-
ly farm riding her horse, Kokomo. 

She was a talented saxophone player in her younger years and 
played in the Kahoka High School Band and enjoyed sewing and em-

broidery work throughout her life.  Janet liked to roller skate and she also enjoyed to 
ride her moped in parades.  She loved animals and had many pets through the years. 

She is survived by two sisters, Jeanne Albertin (Marc) of Atlanta, IL and Clare 
Schmidt (Dick) of Lincoln, IL, one brother, Lawrence Cameron (Debra) of Keokuk 
and many nieces, nephews and great-nieces and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, and one brother, John C. Cameron, Jr.
A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, at All Saints Catho-

lic Church in Keokuk with Reverend David Brownfield, Ph.D. officiating.  Burial will 
be in the Oakland Cemetery in Keokuk.

Visitation will be held prior to the service from 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m., Saturday, 
at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA with the family meeting with friends at 
that time.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

CAMERON

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.
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https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com


Mary “Jo” Griffin passed away Thursday, May 5th, 2022, after a short stay at 
the Ocala Regional Hospital in Ocala, Florida.  She was born in Burlington, 

Iowa on November 18, 1937, to Harry Kirkpatrick and Wilma 
Genevieve (Raines) Smith.  At a young age she met and fell in 
love with James “Jim” Griffin, and they later married.  They were 
together for 39 years until his passing in March 1995.  Together 
they had 5 children.  She was a homemaker.   

Jo was proceeded in death by her mother and father, husband, 
youngest son Marty Griffin (October 21, 2009), youngest broth-
er David Asher and oldest sister Ilene John.  She is survived 

by two sons; James J Griffin II of Austin, TX, and Clark Griffin and wife 
Nannette of Ft. Madison, Iowa, two daughters; Vickie Thomas and husband 
David of Ocala, FL, and Sharri Powell and husband Billy of Harrisburg, IL.  
Jo also was survived by a brother, Larry Kirkpatrick, and 4 sisters, Annalee 
Lockridge, Judy Harding, Linda Neff and Connie Franklin.  Also surviving 
her were 14 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren. 

Everyone that knew her knows how devoted she was to her family.  She 
would always welcome anyone to her home with open arms.  She loved to 
cook, sew, knit, quilt, arts and crafts, and gardening.  She loved animals, 
especially dogs, listening to music and most of all she loved to be around 
laughter.

Graveside services will be held at Metropolis Memorial Gardens on Satur-
day, May 21st, 2022 at 2:00 pm.

The family would like to thank the staff at Ocala Regional Hospital, Tim-
berRidge Nursing and Rehab in Ocala Florida as well as Eldorado Rehab and 
Healthcare in Eldorado Illinois, for the wonderful care and love they provid-
ed to her. 
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

Touching the Community with CareTouching the Community with Care

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

OBITUARIES

MARY JO GRIFFIN

GRIFFIN

Kyle Edward Savage, 36, of Keokuk, passed away on Monday, May 9, 2022, 
at University of Iowa Hospital in Iowa City, Iowa.

A lifelong resident of Keokuk, Kyle was born on July 19, 1985, in Keokuk, 
the son of Kirk and Ramona (Stott) Savage. He graduated from 
Keokuk Senior High in 2004 and worked at Roquette as an 
operator from 2014 until his passing. Kyle loved being on the 
river, fixing up his jet skis, and working in his garage. He adored 
his dog Oscar and loved to cruise in his station wagon and his 
custom-built side-by-side. Kyle was always road-tripping and 
the leader of many shenanigans. Kyle was a salvage expert and 
knew no stranger. He was known for the life he brought to his 

work in the garage as well as being the life of the party.
Kyle is survived by his parents Kirk and Ramona Savage of Keokuk; his 

daughter Madlyn Ashley of Edwardsville, Illinois; his maternal grandmother 
Judy Stott of Keokuk; two brothers: Dustin (Amanda) Savage of Keokuk and 
Brandon (Nicole) Savage of Canton, Missouri; his girlfriend Heather Spar-
row and her children Ethan and Tyler Sparrow, all of Keokuk; nine nieces; 
one great-niece; two great-nephews; several aunts, uncles and cousins; and 
many close friends.

Kyle is preceded in death by his paternal grandfather Ramo Stott and his 
paternal grandparents Clarence and Virginia Savage.

Funeral services will be held at 7 pm on Friday, May 13, 2022, at DeJong-
Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk, with visitation at the funeral home 
from 4 to 7 pm on Friday directly before the service. A celebration of his life 
will be held at a later date.

Memorials may be directed to Kirk or Ramona Savage for Madlyn’s educa-
tion fund or a river safety program.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrange-

ments.

OBITUARIES

KYLE E. SAVAGE

SAVAGE

Got a news tip? Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://pothitakislaw.com/
https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
http://www.WelchsIns.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

319.385.2000 | SteffesGroup.com
Steffes Group, Inc., 2245 East Bluegrass Road, Mt. Pleasant, IA

Real Estate 
Auction

TIMED ONLINE

CLOSES: TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022 AT 4PM
Auctioneer’s Note: This property offers plenty of outdoor country feel with an entire 

city block of 2.06± Acres. This is the site of the Oldest Congregational Church West of 
the Mississippi River, organized May 5, 1838. Don’t let this home & property slip away!

Four Bedroom Home with Outbuildings on 2.06± Acres
307 Kilbourn Avenue, Denmark, Iowa

TIMED ONLINE PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION CLOSING AT 5PM

Open House: May 24 from 4-5PM

ROBERT “RICHARD” & JANET L. BLINT
R.L. “Dick” Fehseke, Jr. – Closing Attorney for Seller
Contact Terry Hoenig of Steffes Group, 

319.385.2000 or 319.470.7120

Main Level:
•	 Built in 1900 w/ 1,854 total 

sq. ft. of living space
•	 Spacious kitchen w/ 

refrigerator & gas stove
•	 Dining room & Living room
•	 Large bedroom w/ en suite 

¾ bath with washer, dryer & 
chest freezer

•	 Additional bedroom & 
bathroom

Upper Level:
•	 Front open stairway & rear 

stairway
•	 Two bedrooms & large landing 

room/non conforming bedroom

Outbuildings:
•	 22’x26’ detached two car 

garage
•	 18’x24’ workshop
•	 16’x24’ open machine shed
•	 Chicken coop

Other Amenities:
•	 Partial basement w/ gas 

forced air furnace, central air, 
refrigerator & chest freezer

•	 Vinyl replacement windows on 
the main level

•	 Steel roof
•	 Rural water, City gas & City 

sewer

Denmark, IowaDenmark, Iowa

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

Deidre DeJear 
for Governor

She has a REAL Agenda. Ru-
ral revitalization. Education 
and Children. Accessible and 
Affordable Healthcare and 
Mental Healthcare. Labor 
Force Empowerment. REAL 
Leadership. REAL growth. 
REAL progress.

DeJear for Iowa

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

Re-elect
Michael Fitzgerald 

State Treasurer
He is honored to have 
worked for Iowans. He has 
made a difference in the lives 
of Iowans. As state treasurer, 
he’s returned over $249 mil-
lion through the Great Iowa 
Treasure Hunt, helped over 
200,000 families save $6 bil-
lion in College Savings Iowa, 
and introduced the IAble sav-
ings plan for persons with 
disabilities.

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

Rob Sand promised to wake 
up the watchdog. When Sand 
and the State Auditor’s office 
come on behalf of taxpayers 
with questions about how the 
public’s business is being 
conducted, they will not walk 
away.

Re-elect
Rob Sand as 
State Auditor

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS

MONTROSE COUNCIL 
MEETING

MAY 5, 2022

Regular Meeting called 
to order at 7:00.  Mayor 
Mullins presiding.

Present: Holland, 
Junkins, Rubey, Uhlmey-
er.

Absent: Sciumbato
Motion carried approv-

ing Consent Agenda as 
written. All ayes. April 7, 
2022 Regular Meeting 
Minutes; April 2022 Trea-
surer’s Report. Payment 
of Claims. 

Receipts: Gen 
$101866.03; RUT 
$11238.54; Trust & 
Agency $340.00; Wa-
ter $13329.49; Sewer 
$10742.26.

Disbursements:  
Gen $41521.42; 
RUT $6777.36; Wa-
ter $11494.88; Sewer 
$12722.27.

Claims Paid:

AIRGAS-LEASE RE-
NEWAL.................. 353.50

ALLIANT (PD)-ELEC-
TRICITY.............. 1,963.48
ALLIANT ENER-
GY-STREET LIGHTS
........................... 1,387.73
AMERICAN EYE CARE-
CONS/PRO FEE... 856.20
BAIER, JIM-REPAIR/
MAINT................... 226.03
BLOMME TRUCK-
ING-MAINTENANCE
................................ 93.90
CITY OF FORT MADI-
SON-TESTING...... 480.00
COMPASS MINER-
ALS-SNOW REMOVAL 
SUPPLIES.......... 2,173.65
D.A. TIRES-REPAIR
................................ 10.70
DAILY DEMOCRAT-LE-
GAL PUBLICATION
.............................. 226.31
DARKSIDE TINT & 
GRAPHIX (PD)-SUP-
PLIES................. 3,826.00
GATEHOUSE IOWA 
HOLDINGS-ADVERTIS-
ING JOB.................115.20
GRAY QUAR-
RIES-STREET SUP-
PLIES................. 2,691.94
GRRWA-INT WASTE 
FEE....................... 359.00
HUFFMAN’S-SUPPLIES/
REPAIR/MAINTENANCE
.............................. 314.47
IOWA PRISON INDUS-
TRIES-SUPPLIES
...............................110.00
KEYSTONE LABS-TEST-
ING........................ 263.75
KOHLMORGAN-GAR-
BAGE FEE......... 2,233.00
LEE COUNTY HEALTH 
DEPT (PD)-AGENCIES
.............................. 150.00
LIBERTY UTILI-
TIES-NATURAL GAS 

USAGE.................. 850.91
LYNCH DALLAS ATTOR-
NEY-ATTORNEY FEE
................................ 52.50
MCFARLAND-SWAN 
OFC-SUPPLIES.... 239.53
MEDIACOM (PD)-
PHONE.................... 46.19
MONTROSE SEWER 
DEPR-TRANSFER TO 
SAVINGS............ 4,380.33
MONTROSE SEWER 
RESERVE-TRANSFER 
TO SAVINGS........... 33.33
MONTROSE WATER-
WORKS DE&IF-TRANS-
FER TO SAVINGS
........................... 3,598.83
MUDDY MISSISSIPPI 
GUNS & AMMO-SUP-
PLIES.................... 572.00
RATHBUN REG WATER 
ASSO-WATER USAGE
........................... 4,742.40
RUBE’S LOCK & 
KEY-MAINTENANCE
.............................. 227.36
SHADETREE AUTOMO-
TIVE-REPAIRS...... 290.02
UHLMEYER, JEFF-SUP-
PLIES...................... 85.78
UHLMEYER, JEFF 
(PD)-SUPPLIES
........................... 1,171.84
VERIZON-WIRELESS
................................ 80.02
VISA (PD)-JOB APPS; 
POSTAGE; SUPPLIES
.............................. 656.95
WELLMARK BC/BS (PD)-
GROUP INSURANCE
........................... 4,374.47

Totals per fund: 
Gen $14509.66; 
RUT $6310.84; Wa-
ter $11264.14; Sewer 
$7152.68.

FY2022 Budget Amend-

ment Public Hearing 
opened at 7:26 p.m. May-
or Mullins presiding.

Motion carried closing 
the Public Hearing at 7:27 
p.m. All ayes.

mailto:director%40unitedwaygrr.org?subject=RSVP%20Coordinator%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://www.DeJearForIowa.com
https://iowansforfitzgerald.wordpress.com/
https://robsand.com/
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878
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I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
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Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
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Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
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Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Lee County Floral LLC

319-470-8611 • Donnellson

Lee County Floral LLC

Fresh Flowers • Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays • Plants

Remembrance Arrangements

www.LeeCountyFloral.com • Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com
Click this ad to visit us on

Beautiful, Fresh-Cut Flowers
Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Say I’m Thinking of You with‘

Delivering to all of Lee County

The right for workers to organize and collective bar-
gain,  full funding for public education for all Iowa 
students from pre-K-graduation, citizens’ right to 
vote should be made easier and not more restrictive, 
laws to support clean waterways, air quality and land, 
and increases funding for mental healthcare.

We Support

319-526-3160
P.O. Box 1302, Keokuk IA 52632

Click this ad to visit us on Facebook

Construction
Accounting

Clerk
Fort Madison, Iowa

Baxter is seeking a positive, 
proactive and team-oriented 
Construction Accounting Clerk 
to perform a variety of account-
ing, bookkeeping, and financial 
tasks. This is a full time position 
located in Fort Madison, Iowa. 
The ideal candidate is expected 
to have an understanding of 
the general accounting process, 
be detailed oriented, be very 
well organized, work as a part 
of a team, and handle direc-
tion efficiently. This position 
requires flexibility, personal 
accountability, self-management 
and exceptional communication 
skills.

Please send all resumes to:
careers@baxterconstructionco.com

or mail to:
Baxter Construction

Company, LLC 
Attn. Human Resources

3225 Avenue N, Fort Madison, 
IA, 52627

Click this ad to learn more

Baxter is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

Construction
Associate

Controller
Fort Madison, Iowa

Baxter Construction Compa-
ny, LLC is seeking a positive, 
proactive and team-orient-
ed Construction Associate 
Controller to assist and report 
to the Controller in managing 
the accounting operations of its 
multi-entity construction and 
development companies. This 
is a full time position located 
in Des Moines, Iowa or Fort 
Madison, Iowa.

Please send all resumes to:
careers@baxterconstructionco.com

or mail to:
Baxter Construction

Company, LLC 
Attn. Human Resources

3225 Avenue N, Fort Madison, 
IA, 52627

Click this ad to learn more

Baxter is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

Help Wanted
720 Avenue G, Ft. Madison

(319) 372-8271

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES
Motion carried approv-

ing the City’s FY2022 
Budget Amendment. Roll 
call voting 4-0 aye.

Motion carried waiving 
the second reading of AN 
ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF MONTROSE, 
IOWA BY CHANGING 
THE TIME OF COUNCIL 
MEETING FROM 7:00 

p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Roll call 
voting 4-0 aye.

Motion carried approv-
ing third reading of AN 
ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF MONTROSE, 
IOWA BY CHANGING 
THE TIME OF COUNCIL 
MEETING FROM 7:00 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Roll call 
voting 4-0 aye.

Motion carried to put in 
the form of an ordinance 
changing the fee for a 
cemetery grave from 
$200.00 to $400.00. All 
ayes. 

Motion carried to 
adjourn at 8:15 p.m. All 
ayes.

Matt Mullins, Mayor
Attest:
Celeste L. Cirinna

Clerk/Treasurer

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WEST
BURLINGTON

Regular City Council 
Meeting

Wednesday,
May 18, 2022 - 6:00 PM

West Burlington
City Hall

122 Broadway Street

REVISED AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE
ROLL CALL
PERFECTING & AP-

PROVAL OF AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approve minutes 

from the Special City 
Council meeting on May 
4, 2022

2. Approve minutes 
from the Regular City 
Council Meeting on May 
4, 2022

3. Approve Liquor 
License renewal for Ca-
sey’s 501 E. Mt. Pleasant

4. Approve payment to 
Dorse & Whitney for legal 

services related to the 
2022 G.O. Bond Issuance 
- $9,000

5. Approve payment to 
Snyder & Associates for 
engineering services re-
lated to the Water Tower 
Booster Station Project - 
$19,600.81

6. Approve payment to 
Boomerang Corporation 
for work completed on the 
Water Tower & Booster 
Station Project - Pay Re-
quest #13 - $155,752.50

7. Approve application 
for Five-Year Residential 
Tax Abatement for Mary 
Klein, 520 Vernon

8. Approve payment to 
Karen Dewey for mileage 
reimbursement for Plan-
ning & Zoning Commis-
sion conference - $91.26

9. Consider hiring addi-
tional staff for the Swim-
ming Pool

10. Approve the pur-
chase of Firehose noz-
zles and ground monitor 
package from Sandry Fire 
Supply - $13,796.50

11. Approve the pur-
chase of Extrication 
Equipment for the Fire 
Department from Hei-
mann - $20,000

12. Approve the pur-
chase of Genesis tools 
for the Fire Department 
from Sandry Fire Supply - 
$12,992

13. Approve Clerk’s 
Monthly Financial Report 
for March 2022

14. Approve payment 
of Claims as listed on the 
051822, Expense Approv-
al Report - $312,835.67

COUNCIL & STAFF 
REPORTS

• ADMINISTRATOR:
• PUBLIC WORKS:
• POLICE DEPART-

MENT:
• FIRE/BUILDING DE-

PARTMENT:
• CLERK/FINANCE/IT:
• OTHER STAFF RE-

PORTS:
• COUNCIL REPORTS:
• COMMUNITY RE-

PORTS:
a. Jeremy Hess, Eco-

nomic Development Di-
rector will give an update 
from the Greater Burling-
ton Partnership

b. Sara Sandburg, 
Airport Director & Hans 
Trousil, West Burlington’s 
Representative on the 
Airport Board will give an 
update on Southeast Iowa 
Regional Airport Authority

CITIZEN INQUIRIES
PUBLIC HEARING
1. Budget Amendment 

for FY2021-2022
NEW BUSINESS
1. Consider a Resolu-

tion approving the Budget 
Amendment for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022

2. Consider options for 
vending services at the 
West Burlington Swim-
ming Pool

3. Consider donating 
daily admission passes 
to the Burlington Public 
Library for their summer 
reading program

4. Consider amend-
ing Resolution 2022-20 
- Wages for Swimming 
Pool Employees

5. Consider the second 
reading of an Ordinance 
setting Water Rates for 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023

6. Consider the final 
reading of an Ordinance 
amending City Code 
Section 90.11 to include 
the installation of tracer 
wire on newly constructed 
or reconstructed water 
service lines

7. Consider the final 
reading of an Ordinance 
adding a new Section 
90.22 prohibiting theft of 
services and tampering 
with the water service 
system

8. Consider the final 
reading of an Ordinance 
amending Chapter 91 of 
the City Code by adding 
a new Section 91.11 pro-
hibiting the tampering of 
water meters

9. Consider the final 

reading of an Ordinance 
amending Chapter 96 of 
the City Code to include 
a new Section requiring 
the installation of tracer 
wire on newly constructed 
or reconstructed sewer 
lateral pipes and mains

10. Consider a Res-
olution of Support for a 
Workforce Housing Tax 
Credit application

OLD BUSINESS
CLOSED SESSION
1. Council will hold 

a Closed Session in 
accordance with Iowa 
Code Section 21.5.1(i) to 
evaluate the professional 
competency of an individ-
ual whose appointment, 
hiring, performance or 
discharge is being con-
sidered when necessary 
to prevent needless and 
irreparable injury to that 
individuals’ reputation and 
that individual requests a 
closed session.

2. Council will hold an 
Exempt Session related 
to Non-union/Exempt 
Personnel in accordance 
with Iowa Code Section 
497.8.3 and 21.9.

3. Council will hold a 
Closed Session in accor-
dance with Iowa Code 
Chapter 21.5.1 (j) “To 
discuss the purchase of 
particular real estate only 
where premature disclo-
sure could be reasonably 
expected to increase the 
price the governmental 
body would have to pay 
for that property.”

CITIZEN INQUIRIES
ADJOURN

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/leecountyfloralLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064505514452
https://baxterconstructionco.com/careers/
mailto:careers@baxterconstructionco.com
https://baxterconstructionco.com/careers/
mailto:careers@baxterconstructionco.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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@GreenAcresGC

925 Fruit Street
319.835.5011

Tri State Outdoor Products LLCTri State Outdoor Products LLC
Hours: Monday – Friday 9-5; Saturday 8-Noon

Located 16 miles S. of Mt. Pleasant or 7 mis. N. of Donnellson on Hwy. 218
(319) 469-3636  • www.TriStateOutdoorProducts.com

DeckingDecking

Beautifully EngineeredBeautifully Engineered
to lastto last

Resists Mold, Mildew, and Stains with LESS MAINTENANCE

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/greenacresgc
https://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
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Offer valid May 1-22, 2022. Not good in combination with any other offer.Offer valid May 1-22, 2022. Not good in combination with any other offer.

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com Tents & Accessories

on your tent rental
SAVE 20%

19

20

Walker said he’s flattered at how the community has supported P.A.W. efforts at a 
time when there is so much need.

 “There’s plenty of worthy causes out there and we’re just trying to fill a need. 
There’s mental health and child care and people in need. But we’ve been lucky 
enough to have good support no matter what,” he said.

P.A.W. also works closely with the Lee Co. Sheriff ’s Dept., the Fort Madison Police 
Department, as well as other local law enforcement in the surrounding areas, taking 
in strays and animals pulled by animal control officers. P.A.W. is the largest no-kill 
facility in the area.

The talk of a new shelter began in 2018 when the board was given the opportuni-
ty to purchase four acres just north of their current location. Knowing “someday” 
would come, P.A.W. Animal Shelter purchased the property along with two acres 
they had been leasing for the last 30 years.

All the land was paid in full in 2019.
Dolly Stancil, who has served on the shelter board for the past 32 years, said the 

new building will be a tremendous upgrade from current facilities.
“It’s almost like a palace compared to what we’re sitting in now. It’s going to be so 

fantastic. Right now, there is no meet-and-greet for people to visit with the dog. We 
don’t have that now. You’re either out in the weather or you’re crowded in this little 
place up front. It’s not going to be that way in this new facility,” Stancil said.

She said initial estimates approached $10 million, but she said the board was very 
frugal in cutting from plans to create a sustainable project that was about half the 
costs.

“We’ve got a very nice plan now. We’re still doing fundraisers and taking dona-
tions, but it’s our hope that no later than September we’re breaking ground.”

The new facility will also have an on-boarding room where animals coming into 
the facility can be screened and treated, and even segregated if presenting with any 
diseases.

Brown wrote in the release that the new adoption center and shelter will be a place 
the community and those that have supported the shelter operations so faithfully can 
be proud of.

  “We could not have done this without your faithful support, generosity, and belief 
in what we do,” she wrote.

Anyone wishing to donate to the P.A.W. Building fund may do so by clicking on 
the donation button on their website (pawfortmadison.com) use their Pay Pal, Ven-
mo, mail to 2031 48th Street, Fort Madison, IA 52627, or by taking your donation to 
Lee Co Bank and Trust, 801 Ave. F, Fort Madison, IA.

PETS - Continued from Page 1

Shelter hopes to break 
ground in September

board that the project, which was originally slated to begin this summer, had to be 
delayed about a year due to pandemic-related supply chain issues. Procuring mate-
rials for construction work has been an issue globally, but the project is still planned 
for an Aug. 2024 completion.

The first phase of the construction, which includes getting all the students into the 
two facilities, is estimated to cost around $25 million. Additional phases of improve-
ments to the facilities are also under consideration and would require other funding 
mechanisms to implement.

In other action, the board:
• approved master contracts with the Fort Madison Education Association, and 

bargaining agreements with the Teamsters Units and AFSCME. Board member 
Brad Menke voted against all the agreements after asking to have them all tabled for 
further discussion.

•approved salary lists and supplemental salary schedules for the 2022-23 school 
year.

BOARD - Continued from Page 1

Board refuses to table agenda 
item at board members request

DES MOINES - The Iowa Department of Human Services was deeply 
saddened to learn of Julianne “Julie” Beckett’s passing. Ms. Beckett, of Cedar 
Rapids, was a pioneering advocate and champion for children with serious 
and complex medical issues.

Julie was a wife and mother from Cedar Rapids whose daughter, Katie, 
contracted a brain infection when she was five months old, resulting in a 
lifelong need for supportive care. Katie lived in a hospital for two years until 
the family’s private insurance reached its maximum benefit limit. Medicaid 
then covered her care, but at that time, the Medicaid program only sup-
ported hospital-based care, meaning Katie’s complex care needs wouldn’t be 
covered if she was discharged. Julie knew she could care for her daughter at 
home and resolved to change the system. Julie’s tireless advocacy gained the 
attention of President Ronald Reagan and, in 1982, he signed what became 
known as the “Katie Beckett waiver,” which allows children with serious and 
complex medical needs, for the first time, to receive Medicaid supports at 
home.

Katie went home and lived a life full of friends and family. Like her mom, 
she also became an advocate for others. Katie passed away at the age of 34 on 
May 18, 2012, outliving her doctor’s initial life expectancy three times over. 
Julie consistently expressed her certainty that Katie’s life – both in quality 
and quantity – were significantly improved because she was able to be sup-
ported at home.

Katie Beckett waiver programs became the foundation for Medicaid home 
and community-based supports across the United States. The program has 
improved the quality of life for hundreds of thousands of children with com-
plex medical needs by allowing them to be cared for in their home and not 
in an institution. Until her passing, Julie continued her advocacy for com-
munity integration, including supporting recent DHS initiatives to improve 
and expand community-based options for Iowans.

Julie dedicated her life to championing the cause of children with complex 
medical needs. While we mourn her passing, we also celebrate the life of 
an Iowan whose work touched the lives of countless children and families 
across the United States. Julie will be deeply missed.

Cedar Rapids woman behind 
Beckett waiver dies
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