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FMCSD, union reach deal
CONTRACT:  Union to get 4% in base salary, insurance benefit bumps

FMAAA 
goin’ fishin’
in May exhibit

ART EXHIBIT

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – For the second year in a row, the Fort 
Madison Education Association and Fort Madison school 
district reached a contract agreement on the first day of 
negotiations.

According to Cory Byrne, the president of the Fort Madi-
son teacher’s union, the district and staff settled on a 3.37% 
increase in base pay, plus an increase in health care benefits 
to cover an individual $1,000 deductible policy and dental 
insurance.

With the insurance benefits, the total package results in a 

4.07% increase for the union.
The district started their proposal with a 2.01% increase in 

base pay on Monday when the two sides both offered their 
initial proposals in open session. That percentage would 
have resulted in a $325 increase on the starting base pay to 
$35,010, with incremental increases along the teacher senior-
ity step scale.

The teacher’s union initially proposed a 5.7% increase in 
the base and asked for a $700 increase in monthly insurance 
allocations, which was sufficient to cover the cost of the 
$1,000 deductible medical plan.

FM LIBRARY
“Beanstack” reading tracker unveiled in April

BY SARAH CLENDINENG
Fort Madison Public Library Director

FORT MADISON – We have a new way 
to find out what’s going on at the library.  
Our calendar of events has gotten a face-lift 
and now includes the ability to see pro-
grams for specific age groups and types.  

You can also add events to your Google or 
iCalendar with the click of a button.  Find 
the calendar at FortMadison.LibraryCal-
endar.com or click on the link in the upper 
right hand corner of the library’s webpage, 
FortMadisonLibrary.org.

While these features are nice, the part 

of this new calendar we are really excited 
about is the ability for everyone to view 
room availability and reserve resources 
for themselves.  When visiting the library 
calendar you can click on “Reserve a Room” 
and then pick either the day you want to 

BY LORI ILLNER GREENE
FMAAA Director

FORT MADISON – The FMAAA 
welcomes Michael Ericson and Steve 
Larimer, both of Macomb, IL for the May 
2022 exhibition at the Art Center of Two 
Fishermen and Their Art. 

Please join us on Friday, May 6th, 
2022 from 5 pm to 7 pm as we celebrate 
with an Opening Reception in the Main 
Gallery of the Art Center located at 825 
Avenue G in Fort Madison.

Their exhibit will feature pieces made 
individually along with some mixed 
media collaborative work. Ericson utilizes 
wood to create finely crafted panels with 
geometric designs, juxtaposing blocks of 
color and texture as he designs out the 
surfaces.

Larimer works in a variety of media 
but will be focusing on painted surfaces 
with this exhibit. He paints in acrylics/air-
brush, watercolors, and ceramics among 
other media. Larimer creates porcelain 
tiles reflective of the beautiful patterning 
found on the sides of trout.

Their collaborative works feature these 
tiles incorporated with wood designs to 
form interesting and unique displays.

Both men were involved in the arts and 
became educators in Macomb, Illinois. 
Ericson as the Professor of Oboe, at West-
ern Illinois University from 1986-2016. 
During that time, Ericson also served 
as the Principal Oboe of the Peoria and 
Knox-Galesburg symphonies and had the 
distinguished opportunity to be a per-
forming member of the Camerata Wood-
wind Quintet.

While he was a “spectacular disaster in 
high school woodshop” during his youth, 
after retiring from Western Ericson 
pursued crafting furniture building much 
of the current furnishings of the Ericson 
household. Left with a great deal of fine 
wood odds and ends, his present art prac-
tice MBE Woodworking, literally emerged 
from the stacks of scrap in his garage 
focusing on the asymmetric design that 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Fire Dept. Capt. Mike Schneider looks into a basement window of a home in the 2700 block 
of Avenue J Monday night. A fire broke out in the basement and was contained to the lower floor.

See DEAL, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 27 Apr.................................................................Overcast, 67º F/ 40º F
THU 28 Apr..........................................................................Rain, 55º F/ 51º F
FRI 29 Apr................................................................. Light Rain, 64º F/ 53º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 04/25............................................ 8 18 32 36 43, Lucky Ball: 4
PICK 3 04/25 MIDDAY......................................................................................6 3 3
PICK 3 04/25 EVENING...................................................................................9 6 5
PICK 4 04/25 MIDDAY.................................................................................. 6 1 8 4
PICK 4 04/25 EVENING............................................................................... 5 0 9 2
POWERBALL 04/25........................... 12 18 20 39 61, Powerball: 10 Power Play: 2
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For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

04/22/22 – 10:26 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police re-
sponded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 1900 block of Avenue E.

04/23/22 – 12:00 a.m. – 
Fort Madison police arrested 
Justin Dwaine Britton, 38, of 
Fort Madison, was arrested 
in the 1900 block of Avenue 
M, on a charge of OWI. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

04/23/22 – 2:31 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of burglary in the 
1500 block of Avenue M.

04/24/22 – 12:00 a.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Uriah Shawn Orr, 39, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2200 block 
of Avenue L, on charges of 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of a 
controlled substance, and 
unlawful possession of pre-
scription drugs.

04/24/22 – 6:45 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 

a report of vandalism in the 
2500 block of Hwy. 61.

04/24/22 – 7:40 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
Bryan Keith Morehouse, Jr., 
36, of Fort Madison, no loca-
tion given, on a charge of 3rd 
degree harassment.

04/25/22 – 12:00 a.m. – 
Fort Madison police arrest-
ed William Francis Rankin, 
43, of Donnellson, in the 
2800 block of Avenue L, on 
a charge of driving while 
barred. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

Lee County
Sheriff Report

04/22/22 – 8:01 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident at the intersection of 
Hwy. 218 and 255th Street. 
According to the report, a 
vehicle driven by Gabriel 
James William Clark, 15, of 
West Point, failed to stop at 
a stop sign at the intersec-
tion, entering the roadway 

when it was struck broad-
side by a vehicle driven by 
Roger Duane McVey, 73, of 
Montrose, who was travel-
ing northbound on Hwy. 218. 
McVey sustained minor inju-
ries. No other injuries were 
reported. Clark was cited for 
failure to obey stop sign and 
yield right of way. No other 
citations were reported.

04/22/22 – 8:12 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Maria Antonette 
Stanbary, 40, of Burlington, 
at the North Lee County 
Courthouse, on a warrant for 
failure to appear. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail and 
later released after paying a 
fine.

04/22/22 – 11:35 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Chad Alan Riddle, 
39, of Keokuk, at the sher-
iff’s office, on a charge of 
disorderly conduct – fight/vi-
olence. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

04/22/22 – 11:38 a.m. – 

Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Dennis Lee Hits-
man, Jr., 33, of Davenport, 
at the sheriff’s office, on a 
charge of disorderly conduct 
– fight/violence. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.

04/22/22 – 11:38 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Gregory Wayne 
Myers, 63, of Cascade, at 
the North Lee County Court-
house, on a warrant for being 
a fugitive from justice. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

04/22/22 – 3:22 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Timothy Allen Re-
gan, 25, of Fort Madison, at 
the North Lee County Court-
house, on a warrant for fail-
ure to appear – citation. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail 
and later released on bond.

04/23/22 – 12:22 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Jonathan David 
Isaac Horn, 22, of Burling-
ton, at the intersection of 
23rd Street and Avenue L, 
Fort Madison, on a warrant 
for driving under suspension, 
and charges of possession 
of a controlled substance, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, and driving under 
suspension. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and later 
released on his own recogni-
zance.

04/23/22 – 5:59 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Journey Isaiah Rude, 
22, of Mediapolis, in the 
1800 block of Hwy. 61, on a 
charge of OWI – 1st offense. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail and later released on his 
own recognizance.

04/23/22 – 10:59 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Hunter John West, 
18, of Argyle, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a charge of 3rd 

degree harassment. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

04/24/22 – 7:54 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a single-vehicle 
accident in the 1000 block 
of Croton Road. According 
to the report, deputies found 
a vehicle in a field off Cro-
ton Road that had appeared 
to have been wrecked. The 
owner of the vehicle was 
identified as Martin Oliva-
res-Cortes who confirmed 
he had been driving the truck 
when deer entered the road-
way causing him to lose con-
trol of the vehicle. He report-
ed he was not injured. No 
citations were reported.

04/24/22 – 3:52 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Kolton Alan Enke, 25, 
of Denmark, in the 200 block 
of Academy Avenue, on a 
warrant for domestic abuse 
assault – 1st. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

04/24/22 – 10:13 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Hunter John West, 
18, of Argyle, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a charge of tam-
pering w/witness or juror. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

04/25/22 – 12:09 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Zahmere Devon 
Virgil, 18, of Fort Madison, at 
the sheriff’s office, on a war-
rant for hold – court order.

04/25/22 – 4:05 a.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Travis William Pe-
terson, Sr., 42, of Burlington, 
on Hwy. 99 Green Acres, 
Burlington, on a warrant for 
eluding – speed 25 over 
limit. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

Hancock County 
Sheriff Report

04/18/2022 – SILVA PENA 
CHAVELY,CHRISTINA (29 
of Carthage, IL) Speeding

04/18/2022 – FREY,RA-
CHEL A (18 of Fort Madison, 
IA) Speeding

04/19/2022 – GOLAY,AL-
EX J (23 of West Point, IL) 
Operate ATV on Roadway

04/19/2022 – DADA-
NT,GABRIEL C (42 of Quin-
cy, IL) Possession of Meth-
amphetamine, Resisting/
Obstructing a Peace Officer, 
Aggravated Fleeing And 
Eluding a Peace Officer – 
HELD

04/20/2022 – SMITH,JER-
RY L JR (33 of West Point, 
IL) Unattended Motor Vehi-
cle

04/21/2022 – BEMIS,DAL-
TON R (24 of Warsaw, IL) 
Driving While License Sus-
pended, Operate Uninsured 
Vehicle – NTA

04/21/2022 – TODD,JOR-
DAN D (25 of Dallas City, IL) 
Speeding

04/22/2022 – MERRIT-
T,MITCHELL J (22 of Car-
thage, IL) Driving While Un-
der the Influence of Alcohol 
– Posted Bond

04/22/2022 – ES-
KRIDGE,CHARLES L (20 of 
Chicago, IL) Speeding

04/23/2022 – WAT-
SON,ANTAVIS M (41 of 
Coralville, IA) Driving While 
License Suspended, Ob-
structing Identification, Fail-
ure to Appear Warrant – Driv-
ing While License Revoked, 
Failure to Appear Warrant – 
Parole Violation – HELD

04/23/2022 – EX-
BOM,KALLIE O (18 of Mo-
line, IL) Speeding

Those listed above are 
charged with a suspicion of a 
crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

https://www.FullenkampIns.com
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
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THANK YOU
We are grateful for the opportunity to care

for your family’s oral health
& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

We are now accepting
new patients.

www.DrMarkDDS.com

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP
Ft. Madison East

(319) 372-3614
Ft. Madison West

(319) 372-4882
West Burlington

(319) 753-2515
New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

I’m confused.  
Some of our political lead-

ers seemed to be talking out 
of both sides of their mouths 
about why it is wrong for 
public school employees to 
engage in what the leaders 
think is pushing a point of 
view onto students. 

These leaders need to figure out whether it is good — or is it bad? — when school 
employees are involved in what critics call indoctrination. 

On one hand, some K-12 school districts around the nation have been up to their 
chalk boards in controversy over allegations teachers are trying to pass on to stu-
dents the teachers’ opinions on LGBTQ issues, transgender rights, or disparities 
involving the races.  

But this week, the United States Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in a case 
out of Bremerton, Wash., where a football coach’s post-game prayers on the 50-yard 
line have divided residents and split politicians nationwide more than any football 
rivalry. 

This disagreement over what is acceptable, and what is not, pits conservatives and 
progressives against each other. In the middle is past Supreme Court guidance on 
what is allowed under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  

Don’t look for common ground to emerge anytime soon, regardless of how the 
court rules in June. And don’t be surprised if the court’s conservative majority up-
ends those past precedents dealing with public school prayers. 

The case before the justices is Kennedy v. Bremerton School District. The legal dis-
pute grew out of a practice by Joseph Kennedy, a football coach at Bremerton High 
School, who kneeled alone after every game to offer a silent prayer of gratitude. 

Over time, players were invited to join him, and his prayers went from being silent 
to being said aloud. The parent of one player, an atheist, complained the boy felt 
obligated to take part or risk being ostracized and losing playing time.  

School officials ordered Kennedy to stop the public prayers. They offered him 
other options, including private space at the school for him to pray alone or allowing 
him to pray alone on the field after fans departed. 

He declined and announced he would continue holding on-field prayers. At one, 
dozens of supporters climbed over fences and rushed onto the field to join him, 
knocking some band members to the ground. 

Kennedy was suspended with pay. He did not apply to coach the team the follow-
ing season. But he did sue, alleging officials violated his First Amendment rights. 

Rachel Laser, president of Americans United for Separation of Church and State, 
which is representing the school district, told the New York Times, “What we’re 
focused on is the religious freedom of students. Going to the 50-yard line directly 
after the game when you’re the coach, with the students assuming they’re supposed 

to gather with the coach, and praying at that time, puts pressure on the kids to join.” 
Kennedy said his prayers were never mandatory. But some parents said there was 

implicit coercion. 
Kennedy’s lawyers contend the Supreme Court’s past decisions on school prayer 

involved a formal government role in the prayers — such as at the beginning of 
the school day. But Kennedy’s case centers on the question of whether government 
employees give up their own rights to free speech and free exercise of religion when 
they are on the job. 

Laser told the Times a ruling in Kennedy’s favor “would give a license to coaches 
and teachers across the nation to engage in coercive prayer.” 

A group of eight Bremerton parents, athletes, community leaders and taxpayers 
filed a brief with the Supreme Court in which they defended the school district 
position. 

“… A community is an ensemble troupe, not a one-man show,” their brief said. 
“It is a troupe of folks from all walks of life, brought together by their own unique 
faiths and beliefs. When [Kennedy] chose to center his own rights at mid-field of 
this once-celebrated community gathering, a community united quickly became a 
community divided.” 

One of the signers of the brief, Jane McLemore, a Methodist minister’s wife and 
former teacher, said any reasonable observer would perceive the football field prayer 
was “stamped with the school’s seal of approval.” 

The residents’ court brief said, “Petitioner, shrouded in blue and white with a 
‘Knights’ emblem on his chest, standing on the school’s logo for all to see, careless-
ly infringed on the impressionable minds of Bremerton youth for his own gain. In 
doing so, he stole from their parents the right to raise their children in a way that 
comports with their own belief systems.” 

Football coach’s praying goes to Supreme Court

See EVANS, page 8

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
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Fort Madison girls extend win streak at Central Lee

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

DONNELLSON – This one was much closer.
Central Lee’s girls soccer team gave up 10 goals, and 

didn’t score, in a loss to Fort Madison last season.
It was a different story when the two teams met 

on Tuesday night, but the Bloodhounds got enough 
offense for the victory.

Fort Madison rallied in the second half for a 2-1 
victory, the Bloodhounds’ second win in two nights.

Camille Kruse’s goal off a corner kick with 26:24 to 
play in the match proved to be the game winner.

“We made them earn it,” Central Lee coach Antonio 
Estrada said. “It’s nice not getting 10-0ed like we did 
last year. But it shows how far we’ve come as a team.”

Fort Madison (6-2) extended its winning streak 
to three matches by figuring out a way to get some 
offense in the second half.

The Bloodhounds trailed 1-0 after Central Lee’s 
Addy Brumble scored off a corner kick with 8:18 left 
in the first half. But Fort Madison’s offense was more 
aggressive in the second half.

“I think we did a better job of connecting passes, a 
better job of having an idea of where we wanted to go 
with the ball, and that’s something we talked about 
at halftime,” Fort Madison coach Carrie Burken said. 
“Plus our communication was better. So it looked 
like we had more of an idea of what we wanted to do 
in the second half.

“Them talking, them deciding, ‘This is what we 
have to do,’ that really helped a lot.”

Fort Madison tied the match with 29:40 to play 
when Natalie Randolph scored on a penalty kick. 
Kruse then delivered the game-winner three minutes 
later.

“I don’t know if the girls got tired, or Fort Madison 
made some adjustments,” Estrada said. “I think we 
just got tired and we panicked a little bit more. May-
be we thought we had the game when we went up 
1-0. We didn’t massage the ball down the field like we 
should have. We got caught playing kickball more. “

The Bloodhounds were coming off a 6-2 win over 
Fairfield on Monday night.

“It’s always tough playing two games in a row, 
because physically, you’re tired,” Burken said. “And 
when you’re physically tired, you’re mentally tired. I 
think we faced two totally different teams, and play-
ing two different teams takes a lot of adjusting.

“Happy with two wins. We’ll take ‘em. They might 
not have been the prettiest, but we’ll take them.”

“Our program is going the right way,” Estrada 
said. “These kids want to win, just like I want to win. 
We’re getting better. We’ll learn from this and keep 
going.”

SOCCER::  Kruse, Randolph give 
Hounds second-half lift in win

https://www.CapeAir.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/tony-fullenkamp
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/


PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Mount Pleasant 
City Council will meet 

in Regular Session 
Wednesday, April 27, 

2022, at City Hall,
307 E. Monroe Street, 
second floor meeting 

room at 5:30 p.m.

A G E N D A

1. Roll Call.
2. Consent Agenda: To 

the Public – All items with 
an asterisk (*) are rou-
tine by the City Council 
and will be enacted by 
one motion and a roll 
call of the Councilmem-
bers. There will be no 
separate discussion of 
items unless the Mayor, a 
Councilmember or citizen 
so request, in which event 
the item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda 
and will be considered in 
its normal sequence on 
the Agenda.

3. Receive & file com-
munications - Joy Lapp, 
Historical Preservation 
Committee.

4. Approve agenda.
*5. Approve minutes of 

previous meetings.
*6. Approve payment of 

bills.
*7. Receive reports of 

Officers.
8. Old Business
a) 2nd reading of pro-

posed ordinance to Trap, 
Neuter, Release.

b) 2nd reading of 
proposed ordinance for 
driveway widening.

c) Public hearing for 
proposed city ward/pre-
cinct voting map.

d) Resolution approving 
ward/precinct agreement 
with the County.

e) 3rd reading to 
approve ward/precinct 
ordinance amendment, 
waiving 1st and 2nd 
reading.

* f) Renewal of a Class 
E Liquor, Class C Beer, 
Class B Wine and Sunday 
Sales Permit For Hy-Vee 
Food-Store, Inc. at 1700 
E Washington Street.

* g) Renewal of a Class 
C Beer Permit for Mt. 
Pleasant Redemption at 
1001 N. Broadway Ste 
102.

* h) Renewal of a Class 
E Liquor, Class C Beer & 
Sunday Sales Permit for 
Hy-Vee C Store at 1702 
E. Washington Street.

* i) Renewal of a Class 
E Liquor, Class C Beer 
and Sunday Sales Permit 
for Reif Oil Company, 
Mt. Pleasant Fast Break, 
at 201 E. Washington 
Street.

9. New Business-

a) Approve mayoral 
appointment to Board of 
Adjustment.

10. Public Forum.
11. Adjourn to meet 

in regular session on 
Wednesday, May 11, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m.

Pen City Current - Wednesday, April 27, 2022 - 5

Classifieds/Public Notices

Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

EVENTS

Used Samsung Cellphone
Accessories for sale

Samsung Note 8 Fast Charger Stand, like new condition, 
with charger cord & plug, and clear phone case, $35 for all; 
Samsung Gear Fit2 Pro, like new condition, with charger 
and orange band, $75. Buy together or separate.

Text or call Lee at 319.371.4125

Construction
Associate

Controller
Fort Madison, Iowa

Baxter Construction Compa-
ny, LLC is seeking a positive, 
proactive and team-orient-
ed Construction Associate 
Controller to assist and report 
to the Controller in managing 
the accounting operations of its 
multi-entity construction and 
development companies. This 
is a full time position located 
in Des Moines, Iowa or Fort 
Madison, Iowa.

Please send all resumes to:
careers@baxterconstructionco.com

or mail to:
Baxter Construction

Company, LLC 
Attn. Human Resources

3225 Avenue N, Fort Madison, 
IA, 52627

Click this ad to learn more

Baxter is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

Augusta Community Center 
2nd Annual Enchilada Sale. 1 
dozen beef $25.00. 1 dozen 
veggie $22.00. Please con-
tact K. Ellison 319-316-3445 
with a text or call by April 
27th. Pick up May 7 starting 
1pm.

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES
MARCH 28, 2022

The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors met at the 
Lee County Administra-
tion Building in Fort Mad-
ison on Monday, March 
28, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Matt Pflug, 
Garry Seyb, Ron Fedler, 
and Rich Harlow.

Absent: Rick Larkin
The Board opened the 

meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion 
carried.

There was no public 
input.

Arin Jones, Coordinator 
with Community Part-
nerships for Protecting 
Children, presented a 
proclamation naming April 
as Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve the purchase of 
two(2) Chevrolet 1500 4 x 
4’s for Secondary Roads 
for $75,600. Motion Car-
ried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Harlow, to ap-
prove Resolution #2022-
60. Roll call: Seyb-aye, 
Harlow-aye, Fedler-aye, 
Pflug-aye.

RESOLUTION #2022-60

WHEREAS, the Lee 
County Board of Super-
visors have contracted 
with Commerce Bank to 
establish a county-wide 
credit card program,

WHEREAS, the Lee 
County Engineer has 
requested to participate 
in this program, increas-
ing the County’s revenue 
share,

WHEREAS, the Coun-
ty’s Credit Card Policy 
states that an amount 
over $1,000 has to have 
the Board of Supervisor’s 
approval,

THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-
sors approve the following 
credit limit: Sean Malcolm 
$3,000

Dated at Fort Madison, 
Iowa this the 28th day of 
March, 2022.

Lee County Board 
of Supervisors /s/ Matt 
Pflug, Chairman; /s/ Garry 
Seyb,

Vice-Chair; /s/ Ron Fed-
ler, Member and /s/ Rich 
Harlow, Member. Attest: 
/s/ Denise Fraise, Auditor. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Fedler, to ap-
prove Resolution #2022-
61. Roll call: Seyb-aye, 
Fedler-aye, Harlow-aye, 
Pflug-aye.

RESOLUTION #2022-61

INTERFUND TRANS-

FER FROM RURAL 
BASIC TO SECONDARY 
ROADS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2021/2022

Whereas, it is desired 
to authorize the County 
Auditor to transfer sums 
from the Rural Basic Fund 
to the Secondary Roads 
Fund during the 2021-
2022 budget year, and

Whereas, said transfers 
must be in accordance 
with Chapter 331.432 of 
the Code of Iowa.

Now, Therefore, Be 
It Resolved, by the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-
sors as follows:

Section 1. The total 
amount to be trans-
ferred for fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2022 is 
$2,611,758.

Section 2. Within seven 
working days of being 
notified of the current 
amount in said Fund, the 
County Auditor shall order 
a transfer from said funds.

Section 3. Notwith-
standing the provision of 
Section 2, of this Resolu-

tion, total transfers shall 
not exceed the amount in 
Section 1.

Section 4. Notwith-
standing the provisions 
of Section 2, the amount 
of any transfer shall not 
exceed available fund 
balances in the transfer-
ring of funds.

Section 5. At the discre-
tion of the County Auditor, 
fund transfers can be allo-
cated periodically during 
the fiscal year depending 
on fund balances.

The County Auditor has 
determined the amount 
to transfer on March 28, 
2022 is as follows:

Rural Basic Fund to 
Secondary Roads Fund 
$652,939.50.

Section 6. The County 

Auditor is directed to cor-
rect her books when said 
operating transfers are 
made and to notify the 
Treasurer of the amounts 
transferred.

Dated at Fort Madison, 
Iowa on the 28th day of 
March 2022.

Lee County Board 
of Supervisors /s/ Matt 
Pflug, Chairman; /s/ Garry 
Seyb, Vice-Chair; /s/ Ron 
Fedler, Member and /s/ 
Rich Harlow, Member. 
Attest: /s/ Denise Fraise, 
Auditor. Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
approve a Class E Liquor 
License, Class B Wine 
Permit and Class C Beer 
Permit for Denmark 
Jet Stop, for the period 

https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://baxterconstructionco.com/careers/
mailto:careers@baxterconstructionco.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience! The right for workers to organize and collective bar-
gain,  full funding for public education for all Iowa 
students from pre-K-graduation, citizens’ right to 
vote should be made easier and not more restrictive, 
laws to support clean waterways, air quality and land, 
and increases funding for mental healthcare.

We Support

319-526-3160
P.O. Box 1302, Keokuk IA 52632

Click this ad to visit us on Facebook

Tri State Outdoor Products LLCTri State Outdoor Products LLC
Hours: Monday – Friday 9-5; Saturday 8-Noon

Located 16 miles S. of Mt. Pleasant or 7 mis. N. of Donnellson on Hwy. 218
(319) 469-3636  • www.TriStateOutdoorProducts.com

DeckingDecking

Beautifully EngineeredBeautifully Engineered
to lastto last

Resists Mold, Mildew, and Stains with LESS MAINTENANCE

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!
How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PUBLIC NOTICES
January 3, 2022 through 
January 3, 2023. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve Monday, March 
21, 2022 Board Minutes. 
Motioned carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Harlow, to 
approve the payment of 
claims. Motion carried.

Moved by Harlow, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
approve a step increase 
for Barbara Altgilbers, Re-
cords Clerk, from $15.89/
hr. to $16.36/hr. effective 
4/5/2022 and a new hire 
for the Sheriff’s Office, 
Seth Mayes, Correctional 
Officer, $18.11/hr. effec-
tive 3/28/2022. Motion 
carried.

Received and filed the 
Lee County Recorder’s 
Report of Fees Collect-
ed for the month ending 
February 28, 2022.

Committee Reports: 

Fedler reported on a 
Southeast Iowa Juvenile 
Detention meeting. Har-
low reported on the Lee 
County Economic De-
velopment open house. 
Seyb reported on the Lee 
County Economic De-
velopment open house, 
ARPA webinar, Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning 
meeting and the legisla-
tive luncheon. Pflug re-
ported on the Lee County 
Economic Development 
open house.

At 10:25 a.m. a motion 
was made by Harlow, 
seconded by Fedler, to 
adjourn. Motion carried. 
The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, April 4, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Administration Building in 
Fort Madison.

Matt Pflug, Chairman
Attest: Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor

Claims paid

March 28, 2022

Nxt Deg Comm, equp
.............................. 420.00
ABC Fire, svs......... 214.40
A Abueg, svs.......... 150.00
Access Enrgy, svs
.............................1190.85
Access Systms, svs
.............................. 142.98
Accrt Cntrls, svs..... 296.99
Agriland, fuel......... 461.13
Air Chek, svs......... 482.50
Airgas USA, splys.... 87.24
Alliant Enrgy, svs... 613.31
Animal Hse, splys.... 73.80
AT&T Mblty, svs....... 22.14
K Belmonti, svs........ 70.00
Blessing Hlth, svs.... 90.00
N Booten, exps........ 19.92
Bnd Tree Med, splys
................................ 42.32
Calhoun-Burns, svs
............................ 4326.80
CenturyLink, svs...... 90.95
Coast/Coast, mtrl... 274.97
Democrat, publ.... 1974.00
Dejongs, svs........ 2400.00
Dscnt Tire, svs......... 47.00
Dodd Prtg, splys.... 194.00

Estrn IA Tire, tires
............................ 6700.48
Electrnc Engrg, svs
.............................. 105.00
EMSLRC, reg.........115.00
Family Res, svs..... 886.35
FM Hsing Auth, svs
............................ 1082.67
FM Water, svs...... 3554.57
Four Oaks, svs.... 1306.20
R Freitag, exps...... 171.90
GateHse Media, publ
.............................. 179.69
N Granaman, svs
............................ 1349.47
GrtAmer Fncl, equp
...............................119.00
Hall Excvtng, svs... 370.00
Hartricks Lmbr, splys
.................................. 3.49
Holy Trinity, exps... 509.44
T Hurley, exps...... 4000.00
HyVee, splys............ 99.96
Indstrl Mtrs, splys
............................ 1323.50
Inghram Law, svs.. 891.88
ISAC, dues............ 225.00
Jays Auto, svs......... 66.86
Kempkers, splys...... 39.98
Keo Hsing Auth, svs

............................ 4882.99
Keo Water, svs...... 399.03
Kirchner Trkg, svs
.............................. 595.00
Khlmrgn Hlg, svs
............................ 1490.30
Learning Tree, svs
.............................1192.24
LeeCo Ecn Dvlp, cntrb
.......................... 50000.00
LeeCo Hlth, svs
.......................... 13422.93
LeeCo Treas, exps
............................ 5562.99
Lynch Dallas, svs... 665.00
MARC, splys.......... 520.09
MidAm Enrgy, gas
............................ 2625.46
F Millard, svs......... 693.28
O’Reilly Auto, parts
.............................. 407.40
OMG MW, svs..... 5474.52
Optum Phrm, rx....1185.98
M Pflug, exps........... 40.00
Pitney Bowes, equp
.............................. 135.00
Prairie Farms, splys
.............................. 366.40
Rathbun Wtr, svs... 129.69
RSM US, svs....... 1210.00

SEAT Treas, edu... 150.00
G Seyb, exps........... 73.51
Shottenkirk, svs..... 869.37
SIADSA, svs.......11557.53
SIEDA, cntrb........ 1678.53
Solutions, svs........ 488.84
P Spiekermr, exp..... 17.10
Staples, splys........ 570.00
Stryker Sales, equp
............................ 1270.92
Truck Repair, parts
............................ 4373.87
VB Co Hosp, svs
.......................... 10777.53
Verizon, svs........... 559.90
L Wallingford, svs
.............................. 220.16
C Wells, exps............11.86
Windstream, svs.... 236.47
WPS GHA, rfnd..... 738.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

The Mount Pleasant 
City Council met in spe-
cial session on Wednes-
day, March 30, 2022, at 
3:45 p.m. at City Hall, 307 

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064505514452
https://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/


captured animal for 2 
days before spay /neuter 
services are done. The 
committee approved their 
request. 

Jack discussed the 
potential of amending 
the off-street parking 
locations allowed in 
residential districts. The 
committee recommended 
expanding the off-street 
parking in the front of the 
dwelling as presented. 

Ongoing Nuisances:
• 102 S Van Buren St: 

April 30th is still the dead-
line for demolition

• 801 E Jones: Still in 
the legal process of 657 A

• 905 S Briarwood: 
Jared reported that the 
property owners have un-
til April 15 for the outside 
nuisances. Jack reported 
that the dwelling will be 
secured and demolished 
when the estate is settled.

• 304 S Jefferson: No 
further information. The 
committee is recommend-
ing proceeding with any 

legal action necessary.
• 203 N Porter: Ongoing 

in court.
• 301 N Jefferson: No 

report
• 101 W Mill: No report
• 600 E Henry: Attor-

neys are in the process of 
going to court

Adjourned.
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Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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@GreenAcresGC

925 Fruit Street
319.835.5011

Lee County Floral LLC

319-470-8611 • Donnellson

Lee County Floral LLC

Fresh Flowers • Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays • Plants

Remembrance Arrangements

www.LeeCountyFloral.com • Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com
Click this ad to visit us on

Beautiful, Fresh-Cut Flowers
Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Say I’m Thinking of You with‘

Delivering to all of Lee County

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WEST
BURLINGTON
Work Session

Wednesday, April 27, 
2022 - 5:30 PM

West Burlington

East Monroe Street, City 
Hall Conference Room. 
The meeting was called 
to order by the Mayor and 
the roll being called there 
were present Steven 
K. Brimhall in the Chair 
and the following named 
Councilmembers- Pres-
ent: Engberg, McWilliams, 
White, Griffith, Crull, Batty

Absent: None
It was moved by Coun-

cilmember Griffith and 
was seconded by Coun-
cilmember White that 
the Council approve the 
agenda as printed.

Roll call vote 6-0. Mo-
tion carried.

It was moved by Coun-
cilmember Batty and sec-
onded by Councilmember 
Engberg that the Coun-
cil adopt the following 
entitled Resolution No. 
2022-27:

RESOLUTION ORDER-
ING BIDS; APPROVING 
PRELIMINARY DRAW-
INGS, SPECIFICATIONS, 
PLANS, CONTRACT 

AND NOTICE TO BID-
DERS; FIXING AMOUNT 
OF BID SECURITY AND 
ORDERING THE CLERK 
TO PUBLISH NOTICE 
OF FIXING THE DATE 
FOR RECEIVING BID; 
AND FOR A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE 
PROPOSED COSTS 
FOR PCC PAVEMENT & 
DRAINAGE REPLACE-
MENT MADISON ST. 
FROM JACKSON ST. TO 
JEFFERSON ST., MAD-
ISON ST. JEFFERSON 
ST. TO MAIN ST. AND 
MADISON ST. MAIN ST, 
TO ADAMS ST. MOUNT 
PLEASANT, IOWA

Roll call vote 6-0. Res-
olution adopted, signed 
by the Mayor, and hereby 
made a portion of these 
minutes.

It was moved by 
Councilmember Crull 
and was seconded by 
Councilmember White 
that the Council adjourn, 
to meet in regular ses-
sion Wednesday, April 

13, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 3:48 p.m.

Steven K. Brimhall, 
Mayor

ATTEST: Lori Davis, 
City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
MOUNT PLEASANT

ORDINANCE
COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES
March 24, 2022 

9:00a.m. 

Present: Bob Griffith, 
Kent White, Terry McWil-
liams, Brent Schleis-
man, Lyle Murray, Jared 
Walker, Mayor Steven K. 
Brimhall, Jack Swarm, 
Sam Reipe 

Absent: None. 
Sam Reipe from the lo-

cal Iowa Human Alliance 
requested the Council 
consider amending the 
proposed Trap-Neu-
ter-Release (TNR) to not 
require them to hold the 

City Hall
122 Broadway Street
TENTATIVE AGENDA

WORK SESSION

City Council will hold a 
Goal Setting Session at 
West Burlington City Hall, 
122 Broadway Street, 
West Burlington, Iowa. 
Work Sessions are open 
to the public.

COUNCIL & STAFF 
PRESENT

DISCUSSION ITEM
Council will discuss the 

following issue during the 
Work Session

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://www.facebook.com/greenacresgc
https://www.facebook.com/leecountyfloralLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com/submissions
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 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

One member of the football team joined the brief anonymously. He did not want 
to be treated as an outcast for speaking against Kennedy. 

The player said Bremerton coaches did not leave the field immediately after games 
ended, and players were not free to leave then, either. Instead, Kennedy would hold 
up a helmet to rally players at mid-field and players were directed to gather around 
him for “the coach’s prayer thing.” 

The players were expected to be there — whether they were Christian, as Kennedy 
is, or Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Baha’i, or non-religious, as others in Bremerton 
are. 

One can only imagine the reaction of Kennedy’s defenders if the coach were a 
member of one of those other faiths and was pressuring players to gather around for 
a post-game Muslim prayer or Jewish prayer.  

And if it is OK for a coach or a teacher to organize such “optional” student prayers 
on school grounds, tell me how that differs from teachers engaging in “optional” 
discussions inside the same classrooms about LGBTQ issues, transgender rights or 
the treatment of black people since the United States was founded.

As I said earlier, I’m confused.
Randy Evans is executive director of Iowa Freedom of Information Council and can 

be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com.

On Monday, Sonya Sirois addressed the board regarding the teachers’ union pro-
posal.

“If there ever was a time to show educators respect and professional courtesy, the 
time is now,” Sirois said.

“Teachers have gone to extraordinary lengths to keep our students engaged aca-
demically, socially and emotionally.”

She said teachers are dealing with larger classrooms, new curriculum implementa-
tions, and unfilled support positions.

FMEA Chief Negotiator Kerry Cooper said the district’s financial management 
strategy has been to save money as seen through the district’s increasing spending 
authority.

“The district is in a financial position to offer and sustain more competitive wages 
for their employees,” she said.

Cooper said the growing unspent balance of 23.2% compared to 19.2% is difficult 
for the district to explain.

“Our tax dollars are being funneled into district savings. FMEA contends that 
public schools should be spending public money on what it was intended for, not 
continuing to save from year to year.”

Sirois said according to Basic Educational Data Survey (BEDS) data the district 
submits to the state, Fort Madison ranks 322 out of 327 state districts in health 
coverage benefits, including the increased allocation that went to newer teachers last 
year.

Teachers carrying family insurance pay more than $1,000 out of pocket and Sirois 
said those insurance rates are projected to increase again in 2022.

After each side presents their initial offers, the meeting is closed to the public as 
negotiations are allowed to be held in private under state closed meeting laws.

DEAL - Continued from Page 1

Union spending authority 
increase doesn’t make sense

EVANS - Continued from Page 3

Coach’s prayer left little 
grounds for non-participation

meet at the library or the room you would like to use.  Reserving a room only requires a few 
bits of information, including your name and phone number.  When you make a reservation, 
only the title that you give the reservation will show on the public calendar.  All other personal 
information will be hidden and only be visible to library employees.  If you want to use the 
Sheaffer meeting room, you can make a temporary reservation for events during the week.  
Once the temporary reservation is made, you will still need to come into the library within 
one week to fill out the room use form and leave a deposit.  Saturday and Sunday reservations 
will still need to be made through library employees.

New Reading Challenges Coming to the Library
The Fort Madison Public Library is adding Beanstack,a new tool for readers.  Beanstack, 

which has been called a “Fitbit for Reading”, allows readers to record the number of minutes, 
pages or books they read to earn digital badges and, in some cases, prizes.  This product will 
help the library cultivate a community of reading and move forward with new reading pro-
grams.

Beanstack will be available for registration beginning April 26 and will have an initial 
challenge, Growing Readers that will begin on April 29. Participants who read 600 minutes 
by May 31 will receive a packet of zinnia seeds.  If you want to take part in this community 
reading challenge, you can pick up a paper reading log at the library, register online or use 
the Beanstack app.  Tracking reading and other activities this summer will also be done using 
Beanstack.  However, participants will still be able to use paper logs to track their reading and 
claim prizes.

A library card is not required to use Beanstack, though cards are free to residents of Iowa 
and can be purchased by those living in nearby states for $35.  The Beanstack Reading Tracker 
app is a free download through the App Store or Google Play.  Beanstack can also be accessed 
online at https://fortmadison.beanstack.org.  Registration is easy and only requires a few bits 
of information.  A tutorial and handout can be found at the library’s webpage by following the 
link for Beanstack.

Contact Sarah Clendineng, 372-5721 or sarahclen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us for more informa-
tion.

Top 10 Most Checked Out Books at the Library
•Trolls 5-minute stories (EF TRO)
•The silent patient by Alex Michaelides (F MIC)
•What happens in paradise: a novel by Elin Hilderbrand (F HIL)
•Met her match by Jude Deveraux (F DEV)
•Twisted twenty-six by Janet Evanovich (MYS EVA)
•Criss Cross by James Patterson (MYS PAT)
• Where’s the unicorn now: a magical search-and-find book by Sophie Schrey (E F MOR)
 •A time for mercy by John Grisham (F GRI)
 •The Oysterville Sewing Circle: a novel by Susan Wiggs (F WIG)
 •How to catch a unicorn by Adam Wallace (E F WAL)
Upcoming Events at the Fort Madison Public Library –
For the safety of library employees and other patrons, please do not come to library pro-

grams if you feel ill, have a fever or are waiting on the results of a coronavirus test.  The library 
is still offering curbside book pick-up if you need something to read, watch or listen to but 
want to keep your community healthy by temporarily quarantining.

Pre-School/Toddler Story Hour –Wednesday morning at 10:30.
Hang Teen – Tuesday, 3:30-5:00 (except for May 17) for ages 12-19.
Minecraft –3:30-5:00, ages 9-18 on Mondays. 
Once Upon a Wednesday –Join us from 1:30-2:30 for a variety of adventures.  May 4 will be 

movie day.  On May 11, you can make your own snack.  May 18 is craft day.  May 25 is Family 
Fun day with a variety of activities, including board games.

All Booked Up! – The library’s book discussion group meets on the first Thursday of the 
month at 1:30 p.m.  On Thursday, May 5, we will be discussing “The Museum of Extraordi-
nary Things” by Alice Hoffman.  On Thursday, June 2, we will be discussing “The Personal 
Librarian” by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.

LIBRARY - Continued from Page 1

May offers new programs 
at FM Public Library 

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.TAWIns.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
https://fortmadison.beanstack.org
mailto:sarahclen@fortmadison.lib.ia.us


Pen City Current - Wednesday, April 27, 2022 - 9

From the Front

FMAAA - Continued from Page 1

emerges as he positions the pieces in relationship with others. His Etsy shop online 
keeps him busy.

Larimer, with a degree in Art Education along with eleven years of experience in 
the printing industry, taught Graphic Arts at Macomb High School. Later he began 
teaching Fine Art and Technology at Macomb Junior High retiring in 2019 leaving 
him more time to further develop his own studio practice.

Larimer, while he has been an active member volunteer in local arts organizations 
for more than 45 years, has recently taken on more roles in the Two Rivers Arts 
Council for which he continues to serve as a Board member, and the Macomb Art 
Center where he now schedules the art events.

After Larimer introduced Ericson to the art of fly-fishing, the two have become 
avid fishing buddies, taking time out of their busy fishing season that already com-
menced with a fishing trip here at the end of April to exhibit with us here at the Art 
Center in May. 

As always, we are grateful to our many sponsors who help defray the costs of 
bringing exhibitions to the Art Center for the community to engage with. This 
month’s exhibition is brought to us through the generous sponsorship of Climax 
Molybdenum.

If you haven’t stopped in to visit the Art Center lately (or ever,) please consider tak-
ing in this exhibit. It is an interesting take on an artisan to fine arts process through 
the lens of these two men. It will be on display in its entirety until the evening of May 
28th when the Art Center hosts our end of the month performance series, FINALE, 
and comes down on May 31st as we make way for Grace Bell’s RETROSPECTIVE 
photography exhibition for the month of June.

The Fort Madison Area Arts Association is open Tuesday – Saturday from 10 am – 
5 pm. 

April Lunch ala Art and FINALE. May Art Happenings:
The FMAAA Art Center will host its monthly artist talk luncheon Lunch ala Art 

on Friday, April 29th at noon. Our featured exhibition this month is the High School 
Art Show, and we had some excellent submissions by students from throughout the 
region. We expect to have a few of them on hand to discuss their work and the ideas 
that went it as we enjoy lunch catered in from Major Oak. Get your reservations in 
by calling 319-372-3996 by Wednesday the 27th to be included in the headcount for 
lunch. You do not need to join in the luncheon to attend this gallery talk event. This 
month’s exhibit was sponsored by Lee County Bank. 

FINALE the Art Center’s monthly performance series is Saturday, April 30th from 
6pm to 9pm. 6pm is open mic for youth performances with Brad Kurtz and Compa-
ny taking over at 7pm with a lively evening planned for us. Attendance is free, with 
snacks and soft drinks available for purchase. BYOB.

May Art Happenings:
Friday, May 6th  | 5pm – 7pm in the Main Gallery | Art Opening Reception for 

Two Men and Their Art, works by Michael Ericson and Stephen Larrimer of Ma-
comb, Illinois. On display until May 31st. Sponsored by Climax Molybdenum.

Friday, May 13th  | 6:30 pm McAleer Hall | Expressions Art Auction  
FMAAA’s Expression’s Art Auction is our premier annual event – join us for an 

evening of wine tasting, delicious hors d’oeurves from The Grange of Mt Pleasant, 
and beautiful Art! Live and silent auction of artwork, excellent adventures, and mem-
orable experiences. Cash bar. Tickets $40 / VIP Tables $400

Wednesday, May 18, 2022  | 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm | Tie Dye T-shirts (and socks) 
Class   

Cost is $10/person (pre-register by Wednesday, May 11th.)  PLUS bring your pre-
washed 100% cotton t-shirt or tank for tie dying. We provide socks for you to also try 
out the alcohol dye process with. These classes fill up fast so get your space reserved.

Friday, May 27th, 2022 | 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm | Lunch ala Art artist talk and lun-
cheon

Cost is $9 per person and reservations are recommended. You do not need to eat 
lunch to attend the gallery talk.   

Saturday, May 28th, 2022 | 6pm to 9pm |  FINALE an open mic performance series 
in the Main Gallery.

Expressions Art Auction 
coming up in May

Courtesy photo

Steven Larimore’s Seahorse Grotto is one of the art pieces that will be 
on display during May’s Fort Madison Area Arts Association’s exhibit. 
May is also the group’s Expressions Art Auction fundraiser.

• Industry competitive wage
• Safe driving bonus twice per year
• Weekly direct deposit of payroll
• All miles paid the same, empty or 

loaded
• Company assisted health insurance
• Holiday pay
• Vacation pay
• Prepass scale transponders
• Clean inspection bonus
• Passenger program
• Pet program
• Monthly cell phone reimbursement
• Simple IRA with company match

TRUCK DRIVERS
WANTED

• Valid Class A CDL with Tanker 
Endorsement

• Minimum Age of 23 Years Old
• 2 Years Verifiable Safe Driving 

Experience
• Clean Driving Record 

We offer

You need

$2000
Sign-On
BONUS

$1000
Referral
BONUS

Apply
Now!
Click 
here.

https://www.johnsontruckline.com/index.php/job-openings
http://www.jdrf.org
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