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Pipeline concerns WP council
HEARTLAND GREENWAY:  City worried about future development near CO2 line

We’re all in 
this together

DES MOINES – Today, Governor Kim Reynolds announced 
$100 million in school safety funding to support Iowa’s 327 
public school districts and 183 non-public and independent 
schools during a press conference with the Department of 
Public Safety, Department of Education and Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management.  

This dedicated new funding will provide vulnerability risk 
assessments free of charge for all 1,500 K-12 school buildings in 
the state and create a School Safety Improvement Fund making 
up to $50,000 available per school building to implement rec-
ommended safety measures. School districts can combine these 
funds with their ESSER funding allocations to cover additional 
costs to implement safety improvements. 

“Every family should be able to confidently send their chil-
dren to school knowing they’ll be safe,” said Gov. Reynolds. 
“These investments will make a tremendous impact on our 
ability to prevent violence in schools while also taking steps to 
ensure schools and communities are in the best position possi-
ble to respond to an active event.”  

The funding also builds upon the foundation of the Gov-
ernor’s School Safety Bureau to support all schools and law 
enforcement partners with prevention, training and response 

strategies. A portion of the funding will be utilized to imple-
ment technology and tools including proactive social media 
scanning software, an anonymous reporting tool, digital critical 
incident mapping and specialized training.   

“The Governor’s School Safety Bureau will provide Iowa with 
an intentional focus on providing assistance and tools to identi-
fy, report, and assess school-based threats, while still embracing 
local control,” said Iowa Department of Public Safety Commis-
sioner Stephan Bayens.

“It will facilitate training so that teachers, ad-
ministrators, and first responders are equipped 
and empowered to keep our kids safe. The 
Bureau will work shoulder to shoulder with all 
involved for the common good of providing a 
safe place for our children to learn and grow.” 

“Mass shootings and other violent acts 
committed against innocent people are difficult 
to understand,” said Gov. Reynolds “But work 

must be done to answer the question why they happen and 
what can be done to prevent this type of behavior.”

Prioritizing mental health services across Iowa has been a 
top priority for Reynolds since taking office and has received 
strong bipartisan support. When Iowa’s FY23 budget goes into 
effect on July 1, 2022, total mental health-related funding will 

Iowa News

Reynolds commits $100 million to school safety

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT – The location of 
the proposed Heartland Greenway 
CO2 pipeline has created some 
concern for the West Point City 
Council.

Randy Welding, the new City Ad-
ministrator, told the council Mon-
day night that the pipeline is being 
proposed to run north and west of 
the city limits.

Ryan Keller, a representative with 
CR3 Connect, a lobbying group 
for the pipeline, was present at the 
meeting but didn’t offer any com-
ments in the public portion of the 
meeting, when asked by Mayor Paul 
Walker.

“They’re working on the routing 
around West Point. As it stands now, 
it’s about 1/2 mile to the west and 

What is happening to us?
What passes for public discussion these 

days certainly is not civil or thoughtful. 
Nor is it really much of a discussion. 
If you read the comments from some 
supposed leaders, you find references to 
the members of the other political party 
being our enemies. It’s not just Repub-
licans doing this. It’s Democrats, too. 
Enemies are those people on the other 
side of the guns in a war. Our enemies 
are not the people in our own state, or 
around the nation, who disagree with us 
on some issue or another. Nor are these 
people we disagree with lunatics, morons 
or imbeciles. They are not crazy, crooked 
or unpatriotic.  We would not think of 
using terms like these to describe our 
neighbors, or serving us at the coffee 
shop or ringing up our purchases at the 
grocery store. So, why do we think this 
is acceptable when our political leaders 
do it? 

The growing use of incendiary de-
scriptions of people we disagree with is 
hurting our nation. It is long overdue for 
our mothers or grandmothers to grab 
us by the ear and lecture us about the 
importance of civility, politeness and the 
Golden Rule. They need to shake us by 
the shoulders and tell us to remember we 
are all in this together. One reader of a 
recent column offered his assessment of 
my work. We have never met, but he told 
me without equivocation, “You are of no 
good to this nation.” It wasn’t always this 
way — even during some of the most 
trying times in our history. An unlikely 
friendship that sprang up under unlike-
ly circumstances in an unlikely place 
provides a wonderful example for all of 
us. Alan Simpson was born in 1931 and 
grew up during the Great Depression in 
the rugged remoteness of Cody, Wyo. 
Norman Mineta was born in San Jose, 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

West Point Mayor Paul Walker (right) hands outgoing City Adminis-
trator Dennis McGregor a certificate for his four years of service to the 
city. McGregor was replaced by Randy Welding.

See STATE, page 4
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State to set aside $50,000 per 
school district for safety measures
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Touching the Community with CareTouching the Community with Care

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Barbara Anne Briggs, 72, of Keokuk, IA, died Saturday, June 11, 2022 at her home.
She was born on January 31, 1950 in Keokuk, IA, the daughter of Delbert Eston 

and Janet (Egley) Haage.  Barbara graduated from Keokuk Senior 
High with the Class of 1968.

She was of the Baptist faith.
She enjoyed playing bingo and watching classic TV shows.  Her 

most favorite show was “Days of Our Lives” and everyone knew she 
was not to be interrupted when her show was on. Barbara’s greatest 
joy in life was spending time with her grandchildren and great-grand-

children.
Barbara is survived by two sons, Johnnie Smith of Burlington, IA, and Brett Briggs 

(Tara) of Wayland, MO, one daughter, Kimberly Strunk of Dallas City, IL, seven 
grandchildren, Paige and Natalie Smith, Clarissa and Justine Strunk, Angelina Lox 
(Justin),  Blake Briggs and C.J. Overhulser and five great-grandchildren, Royalty, 
Khalani, Aubrey Piles, Emmalyn Korn and Mark Lox.  She is also survived by her 
mother, Janet Haage of Keokuk, one brother, Ed Haage of Keokuk, one sister, Peggy 
Tweedy (Walter) of Montrose and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her father, one son, B.J. Briggs, one son-in-law, Brian 
Strunk and one daughter-in-law, Rebecca Briggs.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

BARBARA A. BRIGGS

BRIGGS
1/2 mile to the north. There will be other meetings with Lee County,” Welding 
said.

None of the proposed line is within the city limits.
Lee County Supervisor Ron Fedler said at Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors’ 

meeting that the city had concerns with the proximity to the pipeline. Fedler is a 
West Point resident and former mayor.

“Their big concern is that pipeline and how close it’s coming to the west and 
north side of the city,” Fedler told the board.

“They want that changed. They don’t want it that close to the city because it 
would really hinder further development that way. Nobody’s going to build that 
close to or over the top of a pipeline.”

The pipeline is set to run about 50 miles through Lee County, including con-
necting with the Iowa Fertilizer Plant. The pipeline would be owned by Navigator 
CO2.

A meeting is set for June 30th at 11 a.m. in Donnellson at the Pilot Grove Sav-
ings Bank to update county officials. The meeting isn’t to take public comment, 
but to discuss operational safeguards with county officials.

Board Chairman Matt Pflug said an Iowa Utilities Board hearing was held 
Monday but nothing was really covered locally about the pipeline.

County Auditor Denise Fraise said another public meeting is being planned for 
August.

Fedler said it’s his understanding Navigator hasn’t applied yet for permits from 
the IUB.

In an unrelated issue, Larry Bucholz announced that West Point Presbyterian 
Church has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It’s the first 
building in West Point to be listed on the register and the 18th in Lee County.

“About a year ago we started a project to get the West Point Presbyterian 
Church on the National Register and, at the end of May, we were accepted on to 
it,” Bucholz said.

The church was first built in 1836 and was organized in 1837.
“In 1861, they built the current church at the beginning of the civil war. It was 

a very good operation and very small. It’s unbelievable what you can find when 
you dig. There was at one time six churches in town and a Presbyterian college,” 
he said.

A celebration is being planned for the fall.
In other action, the city’s 4th of July fireworks celebration will be held June 25 

in South Park after dark. The park will be open at 5 p.m. with music, kids’ games, 
and fireworks at dusk.

COUNCIL  - Continued from Page 1

West Point Presbyterian 
church makes National  

Historic Register
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For the Record

John
Norwood

for

Secretary
of Agriculture

As Secretary, I will protect urban and rural consumers, expand economic op-
portunities around diversified food and agricultural production, and advocate 
for the needs of ALL food, grain, and livestock producers. My first priority will 

be to build urban and rural support around agriculture systems that are built to last – 
including strengthening the resiliency of our 20+ million acres
of corn and bean ground. We must have healthy soil, clean
air, swimmable/fishable waters and safe drinking
water for everyone.

““

““
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/10/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, 
the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal 
value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and 
do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and 
thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. 
(DTC).

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

614 9th St 
Fort Madison, IA 52627-2808 
319-669-1041

1-year 2.05 $1000

2-year 2.85 $1000

3-year 3.00 $1000

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

06/10/22 – 3:03 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 5000 block of Avenue O.

06/10/22 – 3:49 p.m. 
– Fort Madison police re-
sponded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.

06/10/22 – 8:40 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited Di-
ana Guadalupe Rodriguez, 
56, of Fort Madison, in the 
3000 block of Avenue P, on 
a charge of city: dog at large.

06/11/22 – 11:03 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police re-
sponded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 3900 block of Avenue O.

06/11/22 – 2:50 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.

06/12/22 – 3:39 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 

to a report of a burglary in 
the 2600 block of Avenue J.

06/12/22 – 7:32 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 3900 block of Bluff Road.

06/12/22 – 8:15 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1600 block of Avenue F.

06/12/22 – 2:02 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.

06/12/22 – 2:45 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police arrest-
ed Randy Allen Davis, 58, 
of Fort Madison, in the 2700 
block of Avenue J, on a 
charge of disorderly conduct 
– loud noise. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

06/13/22 – 4:30 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2200 block of Avenue L.

06/13/22 – 10:41 a.m. 
– Fort Madison police re-

sponded to a report of a 
burglary in the 600 block of 
Avenue E.

06/13/22 – 4:25 p.m. 
– Fort Madison police re-
sponded to a report of a 
property damage accident in 
the 1200 block of Avenue G.

06/13/22 – 4:45 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police cited 
James Eugene Martindale, 
57, of Donnellson, in the 
1200 block of Avenue G, 
on a charge of driving while 
barred.

06/13/22 – 9:36 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police arrested 
William Raymond Wood-
bury, 61, of Fort Madison, in 
the 5800 block of Avenue O, 
on a charge of domestic as-
sault – bodily injury. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

06/13/22 – 9:59 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 600 block of 5th Street.

Lee County
Sheriff Report

06/10/22 – 3:15 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies ar-
rested Jeremiah Lewis Jack 
Jordan, 40, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office, on warrants 
for failure to appear and fel-
ony forgery. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

06/10/22 – 9:20 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Nathan James Kull, 
43, of Keokuk, at the South 
Lee County Courthouse, on 
a judgment hold warrant. He 
was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

06/11/22 – 1:58 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff depu-
ties arrested Donald Ray 
Bauswell, Jr., 40, of Keokuk, 
at the sheriff’s office, on a 
judgment hold warrant. He 
was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

06/12/22 – 10:27 a.m. 
– Lee County sheriff depu-
ties arrested Andrew Walter 
Heins, 29, of Donnellson, 
on a charge of 2nd offense 
OWI. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later re-
leased on a pre-trial release.

06/13/22 – 8:46 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
arrested Christopher Adam 
Barnes, 31, of Keokuk, in 
the 3500 block of 270th Ave-
nue, Keokuk, on a charge of 
driving while barred. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail and 
later released on a promise 
to appear.

06/13/22 – 10:53 p.m. – 
Lee County sheriff deputies 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle accident in the 1900 
block of 210th Street. Ac-
cording to the report, a vehi-
cle driven by Preston David 
Hetrick, 16, of Donnellson, 
was traveling eastbound on 

210th Street when it lost con-
trol, went off the road to the 
south, struck a culvert, went 
airborne, and came to rest 
on the north side of 210th 
Street. The driver sustained 
minor injuries. The vehicle 
sustained debilitating dam-
ages. Hetrick was cited for 
failure to maintain control of 
a motor vehicle.

Hancock County
Sheriff Report

06/06/2022 – RUFF-
CORN,DAKOTA R (24 of 
Warsaw, IL) Domestic Bat-
tery, Operate Uninsured

06/09/2022 – SAR-
GENT,CHRISTOPHER R 
(40 of Burnside, IL) Driving 
While Suspended

Those listed above are 
charged with a suspicion of a 
crime and are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

https://www.norwood4iowa.com/
https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/tony-fullenkamp
https://www.TAWIns.com
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

Fort Madison boys snap BHS 11-game win streak
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – The fourth inning of Monday’s first game of a home double-
header against Burlington was just a perfect example of what Fort Madison coach 
Ron Walker calls “Bloodhound baseball.”

But the opportunistic plays the Bloodhounds had in their 5-4 win over the Gray-
hounds couldn’t be duplicated in the second game, a 13-2 Burlington win in five 
innings.

The Bloodhounds (9-5 overall, 6-4 Southeast Conference) missed a chance to gain 
ground on the conference-leading Grayhounds (13-4, 8-1), although they did snap 
Burlington’s 11-game winning streak in the first game.

Fort Madison found a way to get runs in that first game against Burlington pitcher 
Jacob Zahner.

It started in the bottom of the first inning after the Bloodhounds fell behind 1-0. 
Landes Williams had a seven-pitch at-bat that led to a single, leading off what would 
turn into a three-run inning.

“I think we took a lot of good at-bats in that first inning against a good arm, and 
that gave us belief and so forth,” Walker said. “So that was huge.”

Burlington tied the game in the second, and it stayed that way until the pivotal 
fourth.

Matt Hopper was hit by a pitch to start the inning, then Caden Barnes singled. 
Both runners advanced on Brennan Ulik’s sacrifice bunt. Then Williams laid down 
a safety squeeze bunt that brought in Hopper with the go-ahead run, and courtesy 
runner Henry Wiseman scored on a wild pitch for a 5-3 lead.

“All of the sudden we get two runs,” Walker said. “We did the little things there and 
competed. We competed well.”

Williams then finished the game in relief, getting out of a first-and-third jam in the 
sixth after Burlington had cut the lead to 5-4, then pitched a scoreless seventh.

Kane Williams (2-0) was the winning pitcher, throwing 5 1/3 innings.
“He’s been on the shelf for 2 1/2 weeks,” Walker said. “We were hoping to get two 

innings out of him. He really came out and competed. Pitched to contact, and the 
outfield did a good job of going and getting the ball.”

Fort Madison couldn’t be as opportunistic in the second game. The Bloodhounds 

Fort Madison’s Landes Williams gets back just under the tag of Bur-
lington’s Brock Krieger Monday night in Fort Madison in game 2 of a 
doubleheader. The Bloodhounds would fall 13-2 in the second game, 
but won the first game 5-4 to earn a split.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

SPLIT:  Bloodhounds earn split with Grayhounds

got two runs in the bottom of the first after falling behind 3-0, but ended up strand-
ing 10 baserunners.

“You can’t do that,” Walker said. “Good baseball teams can’t do that. And you espe-
cially can’t do it against a good baseball team and expect to win.”

Burlington batted around in the third and fifth innings, scoring five runs in each. 
The Grayhounds had just eight hits, but took advantage of six hit batters, eight walks, 
and an error.

“Between leaving 10 runners on base, and 14 combined walks and hit-by-pitches, 
you’re not going to win too many games doing that stuff,” Walker said. “You’ve got to 
make them hit their way on, so you can’t give them free bases.

increase by nearly $3.5 million dollars.  
“We must be persistent in our efforts to 

keep students and those who care for them 
safe from violence,” said Iowa Department 
of Education Director Ann Lebo. “Our 
schools provide a reassuring presence and 
much needed connection for our families, 
our communities and for our students to 
learn and grow. With this additional fund-
ing we can build on our strong foundation 
and help ensure our schools continue to 
be physically, emotionally and academi-
cally safe places of learning.” 

The Governor’s School Safety Bureau 
will immediately begin its work with a 
goal of being fully operational by the start 

of school this fall.
Breakdown of funds:  
$75M – School Safety Improvement 

Fund  
$7.5M – Vulnerability assessments for 

all 1,500 K-12 school buildings 
$6M – Digital critical incident mapping 

technology  
$4.5M — Radios for schools  
$1.5M — Digital applications and soft-

ware for reporting and intelligence 
$5.5M — School Safety Bureau opera-

tions funding through 2026 
Initial funding for is being made avail-

able through the use of ARPA and ESSER 
funds.  

$75 million goes directly to schools
STATE - Continued from Page 1

https://pothitakislaw.com/
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!
Vice President of Economic Development

Lee County Economic Development group is seeking a Vice President of Economic 
Development to join our dynamic, award-winning team. This position requires a highly 
motivated individual with a demonstrated track record of success, proven interpersonal/
relationship-building skills, and excellent communication skills – verbal and written

Key Areas of Responsibility
• Workforce development
• Community, stakeholder, and investor relations
• Countywide business retention and expansion program
• Financial and organizational oversight

Competitive salary and benefits package based on experience

Send cover letter, resume, and references to
Dennis Fraise, President, and CEO dfraise@leecountyedg.com

The deadline for submission is June 17th, 2022

Click this ad or visit www.leecountyedg.com for a complete job description

Lee County Economic Development Group provides equal employment opportunities to all employees 
and applicants for employment and prohibits discrimination and harassment of any type without 
regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, disability status, genetics, protected veteran sta-
tus, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other characteristic protected by federal, 
state or local laws.

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s Favorite Dental Office Without Our Great Team

Pothitakis Dentistry currently has positions available
for a Full-Time Hygienist

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to

1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza,
Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655 or email 
burldental@gmail.com

EOE

www.DrMarkDDS.com

APPLY TODAY TO JOIN US!

YOUTH DIRECTOR
Part-time

Union Presbyterian Church 
in Fort Madison is seeking a 
Youth Director.  This position 
would be  for 10-12 hours 
a week, starting immedi-
ately.   If interested, please 
contact us.  319-372-1424 or  
unionchurchfm@gmail.com.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
CONTRACTOR

 WANTED FOR THE 
CITY OF

FORT MADISON

Property Maintenance
& Nuisance Abatement

Services

Nuisance abatements 
will consist of mowing 
overgrown properties, 
cleaning up trash/junk on 
properties, etc. Projects 
pay a minimum of $60.00 
per hour.* Applications 
can be found online at 
www.FortMadison-IA.com 
or at City Hall.

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Date: Thursday,
June 16, 2022

Time: 5:30 P.M.
Place: Sheaffer Meeting 

Room and Online
AGENDA

Electronic Meeting 
(Pursuant to Iowa Code 
Section 21.8)

An electronic meeting 
is being held because 
a meeting in person is 
impossible or impractical 
for the health and safety 
of Library Board mem-
bers, library employees 
and the public presented 
by COVID-19. You can 
participate in the meeting 
via telephone and can 
comment on an agenda 
item by joining the Zoom 
meeting.

Using your telephone, 
dial (312) 626 6799 and 
enter the meeting ID (813 
6301 6655) when prompt-
ed. If you

have trouble connecting 
to the meeting, please 
call (319) 372-5721.

I. Excused absences
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Public Comments
IV. Approval of minutes

a. Meeting May 19
V. Approval of the Bills
VI. Correspondence
VII. Director’s Report 

- be sure to include trust 
fund end of year summa-
ries

a. Financial
b. Personnel
c. Programming
d. Collection Develop-

ment
e. Operations
f. Facilities - landscap-

ing
g. Professional
h. Reports to City 

Council
VIII. Unfinished Busi-

ness
IX. New Business
a. Revise Operations 

Policies to include admin-
istering Narcan

b. Add Public Com-
ments guidelines to Board 
By-Laws

c. Discussion of adding 
community events to the 
library calendar

X. Trustee Education
a. Library Trustee 

Handbook Chapter 11: 
Effective Board Meetings 
and Chapter 12: Problem 
Solving and Decision 
Making

XI. Upcoming Events 
and Information

Next Meeting June 16, 
2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

June 2, 2022
501 Main Street

5:30 P.M.

The City Council of the 
City of Keokuk met in reg-
ular session on June 2, 
2022 at 501 Main Street. 
Mayor Kathie Mahoney 
called the meeting to 
order at 5:30 p.m. There 
were eight council mem-
bers present, one absent. 
Carissa Crenshaw, Linda 
Altheide, Roslyn Garcia 

(via phone), John Helen-
thal, Steve Andrews, 
Linda Marsden, Roger 
Bryant, and Michael Gre-
enwald were present. Dan 
Winn was absent. Staff in 
attendance: City Admin-
istrator Cole O’Donnell, 
City Clerk Celeste El 
Anfaoui, Public Works 
Director Robert Helenthal, 
Community Development 
Director Pam Broomhall, 
and Sewer Department 
Manager Michael Clark.

MAYOR’S CORRE-
SPONDENCE: Informed 
of upcoming events in 
Keokuk.

CITIZEN’S REQUEST: 
Joe Shuman informed of 
upcoming racing union in 
Keokuk.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Altheide 
to approve the agenda 
and the consent agen-
da. (8) AYES, (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

● Minutes of the Coun-
cil Workshop & Regular 
City Council meeting of 
May 19, 2022;

● Minutes of the Safety 
Committee meeting of  ay 
19, 2022;

● Minutes of the Goal 
Setting Session of May 
25, 2022;

● Cigarette Permits for 
July 2022- June 2023;

● RESOLUTION NO. 
81-2022: Approving a Li-
quor License for Casey’s 
#2636, 3530 Main Street, 
effective July 1, 2022 – 
Class E Liquor License 
with Sunday Sales;

● RESOLUTION NO. 
82-2022: Approving a Li-
quor License for Casey’s 
#2595, 326 Main Street, 
effective July 1, 2022 – 
Class E Liquor License 
with Sunday Sales;

● Special Event Permit 
for Rand Park Pavilion,  
arious music concerts for

Summer 2022, request-
ing council approval to  
llow BYOB;

● Special Event Permit 
for Rollin on the River,  
ictory Park, August 19-20, 
2022 (will be applying for 
a liquor license);

● Special Event Permit 
for Lake Cooper Foun-
dation for the Big Dam 
Street Festival, Victory 
Park, August 25-27, 2022 
(will be applying for a 
liquor license);

● Motion to pay bills 
and transfers listed in 
Register No.’s 5274-5276;

Mayor Mahoney 
opened the public hearing 
at 5:36 p.m. on a pro-
posed Amendment No. 7 
to the amended and re-
stated Twin Rivers Urban 
Renewal Plan in the City 
of Keokuk, State of Iowa. 
A public hearing notice 
was published in the Daily 
Gate City on Friday, May 
20, 2022.

COMMENTS: O’Don-
nell gave an overview of 
Amendment No. 7 Twin 
Rivers Urban Renewal 
Plan.

No further comments 
were received, Mayor Ma-
honey closed the public 
hearing at 5:37 p.m.

Motion made by Green-
wald, second by Bryant 
to approve the following 
proposed RESOLUTION 
NO. 83-2022: “A RESO-
LUTION DETERMINING 
AN AREA OF THE CITY 
TO BE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
BLIGHTED AREA, AND 
THAT REHABILITA-
TION, CONSERVATION, 
REDEVELOPMENT, 
DEVELOPMENT, OR A 
COMBINATION THERE-
OF OF SUCH AREA IS 
NECESSARY IN THE 
INTEREST OF THE PUB-
LIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
OR WELFARE OF THE 
RESIDENTS OF THE 
CITY; DESIGNATING 
SUCH AREA AS APPRO-
PRIATE FOR URBAN 
RENEWAL PROJ-
ECTS AND ADOPTING 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 TO 
THE AMENDED AND 
RESTATED TWIN RIV-
ERS URBAN RENEWAL 
PLAN.” (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington &
Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased 

client base. 
Apply at: 

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 
Or email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com
EOE

RNs &
HOME HEALTH 

AIDES
Free Health Insurance
and Hiring/Retention

Bonuses Paid Bi-Weekly

HELP
WANTED

Motion made by Mars-
den, second by Green-
wald to approve the third/
final reading of an Ordi-
nance amending Section 
9.28.040 dealing with 
parking regulations.

Roll Call Vote: (8) AYES 
– Crenshaw, Altheide, 
Garcia, Helenthal, An-

https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
mailto:dfraise%40leecountyedg.com?subject=Vice-President%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:unionchurchfm@gmail.com
http://www.FortMadison-IA.com
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Help%20Wanted%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PUBLIC NOTICES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DUPLEXES
FOR RENT

Deidre DeJear 
for Governor

She has a REAL Agenda. Ru-
ral revitalization. Education 
and Children. Accessible and 
Affordable Healthcare and 
Mental Healthcare. Labor 
Force Empowerment. REAL 
Leadership. REAL growth. 
REAL progress.

DeJear for Iowa

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

Re-elect
Michael Fitzgerald 

State Treasurer
He is honored to have 
worked for Iowans. He has 
made a difference in the lives 
of Iowans. As state treasurer, 
he’s returned over $249 mil-
lion through the Great Iowa 
Treasure Hunt, helped over 
200,000 families save $6 bil-
lion in College Savings Iowa, 
and introduced the IAble sav-
ings plan for persons with 
disabilities.

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

Rob Sand promised to wake 
up the watchdog. When Sand 
and the State Auditor’s office 
come on behalf of taxpayers 
with questions about how the 
public’s business is being 
conducted, they will not walk 
away.

Re-elect
Rob Sand as 
State Auditor

Paid for by the Lee County 
Democratic Party

JOHN NORWOOD
for Secretary
of Agriculture

Eighty million people live 
within a day’s drive of Iowa 
and 3.2 million live in our 
state. John believes through 
diversification and creativity 
we can tap into these mar-
kets.

IOWA: Built to Last

Paid for by the
Lee County

Democratic Party AVAILABLE JUNE 1ST 
NO PETS 

2,000 sq ft. per unit, all new 
appliances: washer / dryer, 
fridge, electric stove, micro-
wave, new efficient central 
air and heating, 1 1/2 bath-
rooms, wood floors, walking 
distance to downtown shops 
and parks, river views, plenty 
of parking.

3 bedroom – $1600 per 
month + utilities and deposit

2 bedroom – $1200 per 
month + utilities and security 
deposit

Call 319-371-4592

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
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   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
CONTRACTOR

 WANTED FOR THE 
CITY OF

FORT MADISON

Property Maintenance
& Nuisance Abatement

Services

Nuisance abatements 
will consist of mowing 
overgrown properties, 
cleaning up trash/junk on 
properties, etc. Projects 
pay a minimum of $60.00 
per hour.* Applications 
can be found online at 
www.FortMadison-IA.com 
or at City Hall.

drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Greenwald.(0) NAYS, 
(1) ABSENT-Winn. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by 
Helenthal second by 
Marsden to adopt & 
give final approval of 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026 
AMENDING SECTION 
9.28.040 DEALING WITH 
PARKING REGULA-
TIONS (20TH FULTON). 
(8) AYES, (0) NAYS, (1) 
ABESNT-Winn. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Mars-
den, second by Helenthal 
to approve initial of an 
Ordinance amending the 
employee residency re-
quirements. Garcia made 
a motion to table, a letter 
from Jean Ludwig was 
read not in favor of the 
ordinance, after discus-
sion Garcia rescinded her 
motion to table.

Roll Call Vote: (8) AYES 
– Crenshaw, Altheide, 
Garcia, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Greenwald.(0) NAYS, 
(1) ABSENT-Winn. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Green-
wald to approve the initial 
reading of an Ordinance 
amending Ordinances 

No.’s 1852, 1952, 2010 
and 2013 Amendment 
No. 7 to the amended 
and restated Twin Rivers 
Urban Renewal Plan.

Roll Call Vote: (8) AYES 
– Crenshaw, Altheide, 
Garcia, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Greenwald.(0) NAYS, 
(1) ABSENT-Winn. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by 
Greenwald, second by 
Helenthal to waive the 
2nd & 3rd reading of an 
Ordinance amending 
Ordinances No.’s 1852, 
1952, 2010 and 2013 
Amendment No. 7 to the 
amended and restated 
Twin Rivers Urban Re-
newal Plan.

Roll Call Vote: (8) AYES 
– Crenshaw, Altheide, 
Garcia, Helenthal, An-
drews, Marsden, Bryant, 
and Greenwald.(0) NAYS, 
(1) ABSENT-Winn. Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Bryant to 
adopt & give final approv-
al of an ORDINANCE 
NO. 2027 AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO’S 1852, 
1952, 2010 and 2013 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 TO 
THE AMENDED AND 

RESTATED TWIN RIV-
ERS URBAN RENEWAL 
PLAN. (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS, (1) ABSENT-Winn. 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Mars-
den, second by Bryant to 
approve the following pro-
posed RESOLUTION NO. 
84-2022: “A RESOLU-
TION APPROVING CON-
TRACT FOR TRANS-
PORTATION SERVICES 
WITH THE SOUTHEAST 
IOWA REGIONAL PLAN-
NING COMMISSION 
(SEIBUS).” (8) AYES, (0) 
NAYS. Motion carried.

BOARDS & COMMIS-
SIONS: Final Notification 
for Ed Kiedaisch to the 
Architectural Design Re-
view Commission, 2-year 
term to expire 6/19/2024. 
Appointment of Brett 
Wrieden, Josh Kirchner to 
fill a 3-year term to expire 
6/1/2024; Daniel Logan, 
Barb Smidt to fill a 3-year 
term to expire 6/1/2025 
to the Revolving Loan 
Fund Committee. Second 
notification for Thomas 
Dreasler to the Airport 
Commission, fulfilling 
a 6-year term to expire 
10/22/2023. Second 
notification for Jean Toole 
to the Building & Housing 
Advisory Board, 3-year 
term to expire 9/19/2025. 
Second notification 
for Sue Dickson to be 
reappointed to the City 
Planning Commission, 
5-year term to expire 
5/14/2027. Second noti-
fication of Dustin Wade, 

Tom Seabold, and Carla 
Celania to be reappointed 
to the Depot Commission, 
4-year term to expire 
6/1/2026. First notifica-
tion for Dustin Cackley to 
the Veterans Memorial 
Commission, 5-year term 
to expires 6/1/27.

First notification for 
Sylvia Mills to the Keokuk 
Housing Authority, 2-year 
term to expire 9/5/2024. 
Resignation of Harold 
Peterson from Revolving 
Loan Fund Committee, 
3-year term. Resignation 
of Brenda Bradley from 
Historic Preservation 
Commission, 3-year term. 
Motion made by Green-
wald, second by Helen-
thal to approve all above. 
(8) AYES, (0) NAYS. 
Motion carried.

COUNCIL LIAISON RE-
PORTS: Marsden updat-
ed on Main Street Keokuk 
past and future events.

STAFF REPORTS: 
Broomhall gave code 
revision update. Helenthal 
commented on swimming 
pool census over Memo-
rial Weekend. O’Donnell 
updated on status of 
IDNR administrative order 
and ADM consent order; 
informed of Washington 
DC trip next week with 
Mayor Mahoney to meet 
with congressional dele-
gation.

Motion made by Helen-
thal, second by Marsden 
to adjourn the meeting at 
6:06 p.m.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://www.DeJearForIowa.com
https://iowansforfitzgerald.wordpress.com/
https://robsand.com/
https://www.norwood4iowa.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/makingstitchesfortmadison
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878
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great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
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Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
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Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878
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great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Tri State Outdoor Products LLCTri State Outdoor Products LLC
Hours: Monday – Friday 9-5; Saturday 8-Noon

Located 16 miles S. of Mt. Pleasant or 7 mis. N. of Donnellson on Hwy. 218
(319) 469-3636  • www.TriStateOutdoorProducts.com

DeckingDecking

Beautifully EngineeredBeautifully Engineered
to lastto last

Resists Mold, Mildew, and Stains with LESS MAINTENANCE

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Lee County Floral LLC

319-470-8611 • Donnellson

Lee County Floral LLC

Fresh Flowers • Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays • Plants

Remembrance Arrangements

www.LeeCountyFloral.com • Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com
Click this ad to visit us on

Beautiful, Fresh-Cut Flowers
Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Say I’m Thinking of You with‘

Delivering to all of Lee County

The right for workers to organize and collective bar-
gain,  full funding for public education for all Iowa 
students from pre-K-graduation, citizens’ right to 
vote should be made easier and not more restrictive, 
laws to support clean waterways, air quality and land, 
and increases funding for mental healthcare.

We Support

319-526-3160
P.O. Box 1302, Keokuk IA 52632

Click this ad to visit us on Facebook

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/greenacresgc
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/leecountyfloralLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064505514452
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
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From the Front

Skip the tie... give Dad
what he really wants!

Specializing in short-term, small dollar loans.
 Membership not required to apply!

Apply today at Casebine.com
Call Shawn or Heather on the

Lending Hotline- (319) 752-0112

Calif., also in 1931, and grew up there.
Mineta’s parents came to the United States from Ja-

pan in the early 1900s. His father opened an insurance 
agency in San Jose, and Norm joined the family busi-
ness after military service and college in the 1950s. 

Simpson’s ancestors were living in Wyoming for 
several decades before it became a state. The family 
business has always been the law. (His grandfather once 
prosecuted the outlaw Butch Cassidy.) After military 
service in the 1950s, Alan became a country lawyer. 
How did a first generation Japanese-American from 
California and the member of a pioneer Wyoming fam-
ily become buddies? Thank the attack on Pearl Harbor 
and the U.S. government’s misguided response back 
home to the surprise bombing by the Japanese navy. 
President Franklin Roosevelt signed an executive order 
two months after Pearl Harbor that relocated 120,000 
U.S. residents of Japanese descent to protect the U.S. 
homeland from possible espionage or saboteurs.

Simpson reminded Cowboy State Daily readers 

recently, “Don’t forget, we were at war with the Ger-
mans, but we couldn’t tell who they were. And we 
were at war with the Italians, but we couldn’t tell who 
they were. But we could sure as hell know who the 
Japanese-Americans were, and they came to get ‘em.”

Ten “relocation camps” were built in remote areas of 
the West to house these Japanese-American families. 
One camp, called Heart Mountain, was northeast of 
Cody. It had rows of military-style barracks surround-
ed by a barbed wire fence and patrolled by armed 
guards. The camp’s residents included 10-year-old 
Norman Mineta, his four siblings and their parents, 
along with about 11,000 other Japanese-Americans. 

Families tried to live as normally as possible. Mi-
neta, like other boys at the camp, participated in Boy 
Scout activities there. Sometimes, Scouts from nearby 
Cody would go to the camp to participate in those 
activities.

One who did was a kid named Al Simpson. The 
friendship between Mineta and Simpson blossomed 
over knot-tying, camping and other Scouting endeav-
ors in the high country of northeastern Wyoming. 
The friendship flourished in Washington, D.C., in the 
halls of Congress 30 years later and lasted right up to 

Mineta’s death last month at age 90.  “It was the oldest 
friendship I had,” Simpson told the Cowboy State Dai-
ly after Mineta’s passing.  When Mineta was elected 
mayor of San Jose in 1971, one of the notes of congrat-
ulation came from Wyoming from a lawyer who iden-
tified himself as “that fat kid from the scout troop in 
Cody.”  Mineta went on to represent California in the 
U.S. House for 20 years. He then served as commerce 
secretary under President Bill Clinton and transporta-
tion secretary under President George W. Bush. 

Simpson represented Wyoming in the U.S. Senate 
for 18 years and remembers the phone call he received 
after his first victory. “When I got elected to the Senate 
in 1978, Norm called me and said, ‘Boy, this is great. 
We’ll both be in Congress together.’ I said, ‘It’ll be 
great for the country and for us.’ ” And it was. 

Mineta was a true-blue Democrat; Simpson is a 
Republican. Together, the two engineered passage 
of a 1988 civil rights law that provided $20,000 each 
in reparations to Japanese-Americans who were 
incarcerated at the relocation camps in the western 
U.S.  Mineta went on to lead the U.S. Department of 
Transportation through the chaos after 9/11. In 2010, 
a dozen years after Simpson retired from the Senate, 
President Barack Obama asked him to co-chair a 
bipartisan commission to recommend ways to re-
duce the federal deficit. The recommendations were 
derailed in Congress, however, by the same political 
pressures that paralyze us today. Through everything, 
Mineta and Simpson showed that a friendship built on 
their shared interests, rather than emphasizing their 
differences, can last — for 80 years, in their case. Tom 
Lawrence, a South Dakota journalist, knew them and 
wrote recently: “Their deep and abiding connection 
was inspiring. They met in a terrible time in our histo-
ry, boys who forged a friendship that endured. Al and 
Norm set an example for all of us.”

Randy Evans can be reached at DMRevans2810@
gmail.com. 
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Friends reach across the aisle for betterment of all
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