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County wants FM to fix trail drainage
P.O.R.T:  Trail next to county easement is sending water down 302nd Avenue

Forty-one 
years is a 
long time... 
and not

COUNCIL MEETINGS

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A drainage issue that has surfaced 
around the Fort Madison PORT trail has county officials 
wanting action.

At a workshop following Monday’s regular Board of Super-
visors meeting, County Engineer Ben Hull told the board he 
has growing concerns over drainage near part of the trail on 
county property near the Canine Coral Dog Park south of 
Rodeo Park.

The point of contention is storm water drainage from the 
trail across a small easement that then runs across and down 

302nd Avenue.
“The trail occupies the place where we used 

to have our ditch. In a number of places, the 
ditch has been eliminated causing the water to 
run down and across the road. Generally, it’s 
not functioning well,” Hull told the board.

Hull provided photos to the board that 
showed water running across the road and 

said not only are there hydroplaning and erosion concerns, 
in the winter there could be conditions of icing.

He said the county did review the plans and expressed con-

AVENUE H
City to start next phase of Hwy. 61 reconstruction

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Work will once again 
start on the reconstruction of business 61 in 
Fort Madison next month.

Beginning at 9 a.m. on Friday April 1, 
Highway 61 will be closed from 10th Street 
to 12th Street, and 15th Street to 18th Street.

At the intersections of 10th, 13th, 14th, 
and 18th streets traffic will remain opened 
to allow for cross traffic. The work includes 
removing the old highway and replacing 

city storm and sanitary sewer lines, laying a 
new subsurface, and pouring new concrete 
for a 3-lane highway similar to the work al-
ready completed on 2nd through 9th streets.

City Public Works Director Mark Bous-
selot said traffic will remain open from the 
middle of the 1200 block to the 1400 block 
of Avenue H so motorists can access busi-
nesses in that stretch of road during Phase 1 
on the project.

“Basically from Casey’s to Taco Bell will 
be accessible for businesses as will the side 

streets to help navigate the construction 
zone,” he said.

The entire stretch from 10th to 18th Street 
is currently scheduled to be completed by 
June of 2023, but the first phase should be 
done by Thanksgiving of this year.

Both sides of the highway are being re-
constructed at the same time.

The city also announced beginning 
Monday, April 4th, the bridge on 27th Street 
between Avenue I and Avenue J will be 
closed for construction.

They say it’s not good juju to talk about 
your competition, but I don’t give two 
shakes about that.

I’ve sat side by side with a curly-haired, 
skinny guy named Chris Faulkner for the 
past six years. I worked with him in 1996 
for about a year before I went on to a larger 
paper.

Chris announced this month that he 
would be retiring from the Daily Democrat 
after 41 years of doing a job that he didn’t 
think existed. He knew newspapers existed, 
but a budding accountant didn’t know 
you could get paid for writing about high 
school sports.

We won’t go through all the dates, you 
can get that from the Daily Democrat.

This guy had illusions of working for a 
larger paper but instead chose staying in 
Fort Madison covering this small town’s 
families for more than four decades.

My time working side-by-side with Chris 
has been a kaleidoscope of memories, a 
myriad of emotions. I’ve seen him happy, 
laughing, and patrolling the front line of 
the student sections at volleyball, basket-
ball, and football games. Trying to raise the 
roof and firing off pix of kids in makeup, 
maybe catching a Will Larson dance.

One of my favorite stories to tell is from 
a soccer substate game last year. And Chris, 
you can smile at me about this. There was a 
shooting at Ivanhoe Park during the match. 
I heard the actual gun fire – this was no 
nail gun.

I meandered around and texted a few 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Fire 
Chief Joey Herron 
and FMPD Captain 
Jamie Carle speak 
with witnesses of 
a natural gas leak 
Monday evening 
Fort Madison. 
Firefighters pulled 
a man from the 
residence, who 
was evaluated by 
medical staff and 
released.

See DRAINAGE, page 5

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
TUE 29 Mar.........................................................Rain and Snow, 51º F/ 35º F
WED 30 Mar.................................................................... Snow, 40º F/ 34º F
THU 31 Mar............................................................... Light Rain, 45º F/ 33º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/27...................................................1 5 11 25 42, Lucky Ball: 7
PICK 3 03/27 MIDDAY.....................................................................................5 0 0
PICK 3 03/27 EVENING....................................................................................6 2 8
PICK 4 03/27 MIDDAY................................................................................... 2 2 4 7
PICK 4 03/27 EVENING................................................................................ 5 7 2 9

See FAULKNER, page 8

HULL

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current


2 - Pen City Current - Tuesday, March 29, 2022

For the Record

Pen City Current, www.PenCityCurrent.com, and Pen e–Saver are products 
of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Current is published

Monday through Friday mornings by 6AM.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
charles.v@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
lee.v@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2022 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

when paid in full during the month of Marchwhen paid in full during the month of March

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

Tents & Accessories

on your tent rental
SAVE 20%

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

03/22/22 – 10:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Sierra 
Lynne McGee, 32, of Burling-
ton, in the 1800 block of Avenue 
E, on a charge of driving under 
suspension.

03/23/22 – 10:39 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a property damage ac-
cident in the 2600 block of Av-
enue L.

03/23/22 – 10:49 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Sean 
Michael Raines, 40, of Fort 
Madison, in the 2100 block of 
Avenue C, on three warrants for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

03/23/22 – 5:15 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Andrea 
Jean Hoenig, 38, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 3500 block of Avenue 
O, on a charge of driving under 
suspension.

03/24/22 – 9:13 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a stolen vehicle in the 
400 block of Avenue E.

03/24/22 – 1:30 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
1500 block of Avenue H.

03/24/22 – 1:56 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 400 
block of 6th Street.

03/25/22 – 9:30 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a stolen vehicle in the 
1500 block of 18th Street.

03/25/22 – 4:55 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
2600 block of Avenue L.

03/25/22 – 7:04 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
1800 block of Avenue H.

03/26/22 – 12:01 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Carlos 
Richard Gonzales, 22, of Fort 
Madison, no location given, on a 

charge of drive license denied/
revoked – OWI.

03/26/22 – 12:55 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 500 
block of 5th Street.

03/26/22 – 1:36 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Shaqwan-
za Aviance Trotter, 30, of Fort 
Madison, at the intersection of 
48th Street and Avenue L, on a 
charge of driving while barred.

03/26/22 – 3:16 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Debo-
rah Jo Johnson, 60, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1200 block of 17th 
Street, on a charge of city: dog 
disturbing peace and a warrant 
for xxx???

03/26/22 – 4:14 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a burglary in the 200 
block of Avenue G.

03/26/22 – 8:26 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
2800 block of Avenue M.

03/27/22 – 10:00 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a stolen vehicle in the 
3900 block of Bluff Road.

03/27/22 – 7:31 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Bradley 
Glenn Traman, 35, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 200 block of Avenue 
G, on charges of assault w/bodi-
ly injury and contempt – viola-
tion of a no-contact order, and 
an active warrant

03/27/22 – 9:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Tehya Re-
nee Elaine Smith, 21, of Keokuk, 
at the intersection of 33rd Street 
and Avenue L, on a charge of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

03/27/22 – 11:40 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Heath-
er Michelle Hayes, 29, of Fort 
Madison, at the intersection of 
24th Street and Avenue J, on a 
charge of driving while barred.

03/28/22 – 2:04 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Kaneciah 
Rashell Page, 21, of Burlington, 
at the intersection of 7th Street 
and Avenue G, on a charge of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

Lee County 
Sheriff Report

03/22/22 – 4:19 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a one-vehicle acci-
dent in the 1700 block of 295th 
Street. According to the report, 
a vehicle driven by Judy Dan-
ielle Thompson, 41, of Argyle, 

was traveling in the 1700 block 
of 295th Street when Thompson 
lost control of the vehicle and 
struck a mailbox. No injuries or 
citations were reported.

03/22/22 – 11:13 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies cit-
ed and released Troy Michael 
Bode, 50, of Montrose, in the 
400 block of 10th Street, Ke-
okuk, on a charge of driving 
while barred.

03/22/22 – 11:52 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Eric Wayne Wood, 34, or Arebla, 
Mo., in the 1500 block of Hilton 
Road, Keokuk, on a warrant for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and a charge of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

03/23/22 – 4:07 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Maurice Alexander Talton, Jr., 
59, of Keokuk, at the North Lee 
County Courthouse, on a war-
rant for failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

03/23/22 – 5:26 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
James Edward Jones, 60, of Ke-
okuk, at the sheriff’s office on a 
judgment hold. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

03/23/22 – 6:25 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Jeanie Naomii Frakes, 40, of 
Elvaston, Ill., at the South Lee 
County Courthouse, on a war-
rant for violation of probation. 
She was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

03/23/22 – 9:18 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Shad Everett Marshall, 43, 
of Donnellson, at the South Lee 
County Courthouse, on a war-
rant for domestic assault – bodi-
ly injury. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 
on bond.

03/23/22 – 10:52 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Phillip Ryan Beavers, 32, of Ke-
okuk, in the 3600 block of 235th 
Avenue, Keokuk, on charges 
of failure to display registration 
plate, improper use of handi-
capped parking ID, driving while 
barred, possession of a con-
trolled substance, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, speed-
ing, and failure to obey stop 
sign/yield row. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

03/23/22 – 11:54 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Brittany Anne Nye, 23, of 

Donnellson, in the 3600 block 
of 235th Avenue, Keokuk, on 
charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. She 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

03/24/22 – 1:11 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Gregory Wayne Myers, 63, of 
Cascade, IA, at the South Lee 
County Courthouse, on war-
rants for ongoing criminal con-
duct – unlawful, 2 warrants for 
2nd degree burglary, 1st degree 
theft greater than $10,000, and 
2nd degree theft greater than 
$1,500 but less than $10,000. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

03/24/22 – 4:53 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed John Wesley Huss, 34, of 
Argyle, at the North Lee Coun-
ty Courthouse, on a warrant for 
5th degree criminal mischief. 
He was taken to Lee County Jail 
and later released on bond.

03/24/22 – 5:00 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Daniel James Burke, 57, of 
Keokuk, at the South Lee Coun-
ty Courthouse, on a judgment 
hold warrant. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

03/24/22 – 6:08 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Pele Oscar Wise, 43, of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., in the 2800 block 
of N. County Rd., on warrants 
for 3rd degree sex abuse – def 
4+ yrs older, 1st degree kidnap-
ping, 2nd degree sex abuse 2nd 
or subsequent, distribute drugs 
near a school, pander minor for 
prostitution, and 2 warrants for 
failure to appear. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

03/25/22 – 8:45 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a two-vehicle acci-
dent in the 3200 block of Hwy. 
16. According to the report, a 
vehicle driven by Jerry Alexan-
der Martin, 49, of Palos Hills, 
Ill., was traveling westbound on 
Hwy. 16 when an object flew out 
of the back of a vehicle driven 
by Max Al Doubet, 53, of Wev-
er. The object struck Martin’s 
vehicle causing minor damage. 
No injuries or citations were re-
ported.

03/25/22 – 1:50 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies cit-
ed and released Phillese Sea 
Roberts, 37, of Minneapolis, 
Minn., in the 1400 block of Hwy. 
27, West Point, on a charge of 

possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

03/25/22 – 2:07 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies cited 
and released Sasha Nadine 
Robinson, 31, of Minneapolis, 
Minn., in the 1400 block of Hwy. 
27, West Point, on charges of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

03/25/22 – 5:01 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
IC Frederick Christy, 34, of Ar-
gyle, in the 3400 block of Main 
Street, Keokuk, on charges of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and later 
released on his own recogni-
zance.

03/25/22 – 5:38 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Adam Nathaniel Watson, 37, of 
Keokuk, at the South Lee Coun-
ty Courthouse, on a warrant for 
2nd offense domestic abuse 
assault. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 
on bond.

03/25/22 – 5:45 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Karley Rachele Schmitz, 
28, of Argyle, in the 3400 block 
of Main Street, Keokuk, on 
charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and possession 
of a controlled substance.

03/25/22 – 10:50 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Colton Michael Atterberg, 19, of 
Keokuk, at the sheriff’s office, 
on a judgment hold. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail and later 
released on time served.

03/25/22 – 9:36 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Derek Roscoe Bradham, 29, of 
Cedar Rapids, at the intersec-
tion of Hwy. 103 and Franklin 
Rd., West Point, on charges of 
violation of a domestic no-con-
tact order and 2 charges of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 
on bond.

03/25/22 – 10:13 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Kimberley Marie Pollock, 30, of 
Cedar Rapids, in the 1800 block 
of Franklin Rd., West Point, on 
charges of violation of a domes-
tic no-contact order and unlaw-
ful possession of prescription 
drugs. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 

on her own recognizance.
03/26/22 – 12:29 a.m. – Lee 

County sheriff deputies arrested 
Molly Rose Haynes, 29, of Fort 
Madison, at the intersection of 
18th Street and Avenue H, Fort 
Madison, on charge of driving 
while barred. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail and later re-
leased on a promise to appear.

03/26/22 – 4:57 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Roderick Vaughn Taylor Rice, 
43, of Ottumwa, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a charge of assault w/
bodily injury. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

03/26/22 – 7:04 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Kaydence Joseph Wilson, 
18, of Quincy, at the intersection 
of Hwy. 218 and 255th St., Don-
nellson, on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released 
on a promise to appear.

03/27/22 – 9:48 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Anthony Douglas Fox, 38, of 
Waylon, Mo., in the 3500 block 
of Argyle Rd., on a charge of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

03/28/22 – 12:00 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrested 
Jerrod Wayne Dodson, 37, of 
Keokuk, at the South Lee Coun-
ty Courthouse, on a warrant for 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

03/28/22 – 2:17 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Halie Ann Gunderson, 23, of 
Fort Madison, at the intersec-
tion of 23rd Street and Avenue 
H, on charges of violation of a 
domestic no-contact order and 
child endangerment – no injury. 
She was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

03/28/22 – 2:17 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Andres Adrian Garcia, 24, of 
Fort Madison, at the intersec-
tion of 23rd Street and Avenue 
H, on charges of violation of a 
domestic no-contact order and 
driving under suspension. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

Those listed above are 
charged with a suspicion of a 
crime and are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
https://www.fullsteamstaffingnj.com/
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Obituaries
OBITUARIES

MARY A. FRANCIS
Mary Ann Francis, 71, of Keokuk, IA died Thursday, March 24, 2022 at the Keo-

sauqua Healthcare Center in Keosauqua, IA.
She was born July 7, 1950 in Muscatine, IA the daughter of Gerald Ford and Cora 

June Herman Dallas. 
On November 6, 2001 Mary was united in marriage to Donald Fran-

cis in Keokuk at the Rand Park flower garden.  He survives.
Other survivors include four sons, Raymond LeRoy Wilson, Jr. of 

Keokuk, Arthur Woodro Wilson (Sherry) of Keokuk, John Gerald 
Wilson of Florida and Gerald Lee Wilson (Brandi) of Kahoka, MO and 
one daughter, Theresa Ann Adams (Frankie) of South Carolina, eleven 
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.  She is also survived by 

one brother, Ronald Lee Dallas (Nancy) of Ft. Myers, FL, one sister, Betty Lou Jobe 
of Burlington, IA and one nephew.

She was preceded in death by her parents, two granddaughters and two nieces.
Mary was a loving mother and home maker who enjoyed caring for her fami-

ly.  She was an avid yard sale shopper and loved antiquing and was always on the 
lookout for knick knacks to add to her collection.    Mary enjoyed taking pictures, 
spending time on her computer and researching genealogy.  Mary loved to go camp-
ing with her husband and searching for mom and pop restaurants along the way. 

A gathering of remembrance will be held from 2-4 p.m., Tuesday, at the Vigen 
Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA with the family meeting with friends at that time.

Memorials may be made to Good Samaritan Hospice.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

FRANCIS

OBITUARIES

SHARI L. FORESMAN
We regret to announce the passing of Shari Lee Foresman, 60, of Auburn, Cal-

ifornia, on March 17, 2022. Shari lived a full and warm life, filled with joy and 
adventure. She will be fondly remembered and sorely missed.

Shari was born on July 9, 1961 in Elgin, Illinois to Warren and 
Viola Dahl. She graduated with a degree in English from the 
University of Missouri in 1989. Shari was a devoted wife to her 
husband John and mother to her children Eric and Susie. Being a 
mother was one of the most important parts of Shari’s life, a role 
that gave her much pride and joy. In her spare time she enjoyed 
making art, sewing, sailing, swimming, and traveling.

Shari is survived by her husband John; her mother Viola; her son 
Eric and his partner, Ali; her daughter Susie and son-in-law Carlo; and her sib-
lings Yvonne, Dan, Vicki, Jeanne, Carol, and Larry. She is preceded in death by 
her father, Warren, and her mother- and father-in-law, Madaline and Ludwig.

A memorial service will be held at Immanuel United Church of Christ 
in Bartlett, Illinois on Wednesday, March 30 at 11:00 a.m. The family will 
receive friends from 10:00 a.m. until time of services at the church. An 
additional service will be held at Sacred Heart Church in Dallas City, Illinois 
on Friday, April 1 at 10:00 am, followed by the burial at Harris Cemetery in 
Dallas City. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Peter and Paul Catholic 
School, 1115 Young St., Nauvoo, Illinois. To leave a condolence for the fami-
ly, please visit Shari’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

FORESMAN

ARDELLE M. LOWE
Ardelle May Lowe, 97, of LaHarpe, Illinois, formerly of Pontoosuc, Illinois, passed away at 

12:45 a.m. Wednesday, March 23, 2022 at The Elms in Macomb, Illinois.
Ardelle was born May 30, 1924 in Clinton, Iowa, the daughter of Alva and Pauline Gear-

man. On November 5, 1960 she married Robert W. “Bob” Lowe in Chicago, Illinois. He 
preceded her in death January 1, 2009.

Ardelle worked for a short time for Clean Towel in Burlington, Iowa and as Steam Engine 
Cleaner during World War II. She and her husband, Bob, owned and operated Town & Coun-
ty Tavern in LaHarpe, Crows Nest Tavern in Gulfport and the Wye-Knot Tavern in Niota.

She was a member of the Carthage VFW Auxiliary and the Fort Madison Moose Lodge. She 
enjoyed doing puzzles and Sudokus. She especially enjoyed traveling.

Survivors include one son: Robert “Mike” (Joyce) Lowe of Belton, Missouri; one daugh-

ter-in-law: Mary Hitchcock of Andalusia, Illinois; three grandchildren: Jesse 
Lowe, Shaun (Rhonda) Hitchcock and Lori Mier; five great-grandchildren: 
Jason (Katie), Jared, Brendon (Danielle), Maddie and Hannah and five 
great-great-grandchildren: Ryken, Xavier, Acelynn, Charlie and Livia.

Mrs. Lowe was preceded in death by her parents; husband: Bob; one son: 
Ross Hitchcock and one brother: Ovid Gearman.

Cremation has been entrusted to Banks & Beals Funeral Homes.
A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 6, 2022 at 

the Keokuk National Cemetery, Keokuk, Iowa.
Memorials may be made to the Ardelle Lowe Memorial Fund. To leave a condolence for the 

family, please visit Ardelle’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

LOWE

https://www.CapeAir.com
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http://banksandbeals.com
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Sports/Scene Around Town

Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds • Farm • Crop 
Health • Life • Disability

Proud to Provide  Exceptional Service and Professional Excellence Since 1963

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointmentwww.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

JOIN. THE. ADVENTURE.
SUMMER CAMP 2022

CAMP DATES:  May 31st thru August 12th

For Kindergarten through 6th Graders

Swimming • Field Trips • Crafts
Games • Reading • AND MORE!

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA I 319-372-2403 I fortmadisony.org

Enroll
Today!

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
SPORTS STAFF

FORT MADISON – Carrie Burken’s first 
season as Fort Madison’s girls soccer head 
coach was an education for her, and her 
players.

There is still a bit of a learning curve to 
start this season, considering the roster turn-
over and the number of new players.

“I think with so many new players out, 
it’s going to be figuring out who works well 
together,” said Burken, whose team opened 
the season on Monday at home against Notre 
Dame.

It wasn’t just Burken’s first season last year, 
it was also the first season of the co-op be-
tween Fort Madison and Holy Trinity.

The Bloodhounds went 8-7 last season, 
including the program’s first postseason win. 
Burken wanted to build on that, so she spent 
the offseason trying to add to her roster.

“A lot of the Fort Madison girls I’ve had 
in class — they know me, they know my 
personality,” said Burken, who teaches social 
studies at Fort Madison High School. “With 
the Holy Trinity girls, I would see them at 
volleyball games, basketball games, so I’d 
always talk to them, try to get to know them. 
I wanted them to come out, and be a part of 
this.”

Seven HTC players are on the roster.
“We have a lot of programs that co-op, so 

I’m glad that we were able to get some more 

players from Holy Trinity,” Burken said. “I 
think it’s great for both schools, and great for 
the community.”

Burken learned a lot about herself as well.
“I learned that there’s a lot more to being a 

head coach than an assistant coach,” she said. 
“I think I learned a lot about knowing your 
players — how they work together, knowing 
when to push and when to encourage.”

There is a lot of offense to replace from 
last season. Seniors Claire Pothitakis, Brandy 
Walker and Taylor Crabtree combined to 
score 48 of the Bloodhounds’ 56 goals.

Last season was about mixing and match-
ing lineups at the start of the season, and 
Burken envisions that early this season.

“The season is going to be a little bit of a 
hodgepodge,” Burken said. “Who is comfort-
able where, who can play multiple positions? 
But I think that was the same way as last 
year.”

Perhaps the biggest win of last season was 
the 3-2 victory over Burlington in the first 
round of the postseason. 

“I think that was really big for the girls to 
see we could go farther, just because we never 
had,” Burken said.

The learning process begins again for the 
Bloodhounds. There are just four seniors 
on the roster, meaning this group could be 
together for a while.

“That’s the exciting thing for me, to get 
to know them and see what they can do,” 
Burken said.

BY JOHN 
BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – It 
took about five minutes 
for Fort Madison’s girls 
soccer team to settle in 
during their first match of 
the season.

It took 29 minutes, 
though, for Notre Dame-
West Burlington to score 
on the Bloodhounds.

There were positive 
things for Fort Madison 
to take away from the 3-0 
loss to the Nikes at the 
Baxter Sports Complex.

“I would say, for our 
first game, it was maybe 
even better than I expect-

ed,” said coach Carrie 
Burken, who was replac-
ing several key players 
from last season’s team. 
“As far as how we played, 
the first five minutes were 
chaotic, disorganized. 
But after that, they really 
started figuring things 
out, organizing with each 
other. I liked what we 
did.”

The Nikes got all three 
of their goals in the sec-
ond half.

It was the second one, a 
shot by Aviana West that 
sneaked into the net with 
14:45 to play, that hurt 
the most.

“That second goal 
was really tough on us,” 
Burken said. “Coming 
back from two goals is 
a lot more difficult than 
one goal. That second one 
really put a lot of pressure 
on us.”

The Bloodhounds, who 
lost plenty of scoring 
from last season, had 

chances to score in both 
halves.

The best first-half 
chance came with 
1:30 left, when Teagan 
Snaadt’s shot from deep 
on the right side crossed 
in front of the net and 
went wide.

Natalie Randolph had 
two close shots in the sec-
ond half, the first when 
the match was scoreless 
and the second coming 
just three minutes after 
the second ND-WB goal. 
But Randolph couldn’t 
get a clear look at the net 
on either shot.

Anna Sobczak then 
had her shot with 9:30 
remaining pass by the net 
on the right side.

“We had good oppor-
tunities,” Burken said. “I 
think we figured out in 
the second half where the 
weaknesses were in their 
defense and we sent Tea-
gan and Natalie to those 
spots. The next step will 
be shooting sooner or 
passing sooner. But those 
are game situations, and 
the more we play this 
season, the more we’ll 
convert on those.

“Finishing is always the 
last thing to come, and I 
think we’ll get better at 
that. Game situations are 
different than practice.”

Burken tried players 
in different positions, 
something she expected 
to do a lot early in the 
season.

“You could see a lot of 
changes in the first half,” 
she said. “The second 
half, I think we got a lot 
more comfortable.”

Lady Hounds fall to BND 
Nikes 3-0 in season

SHUT OUT:  
Snaadt, Ran-
dolph, Sobczak 
all have shots on 
goal for Hounds

Burken hopes 2nd year of co-op 
leads to another post-season run

Lake Cooper 
Angling Associa-
tion President Jim 
Noll Accepts a 
$500 check from 
UFCW, Local 617 
member Mitch 
Seager,  as a 
donation towards 
sponsorship for 
two LCAA “Open” 
Bass Tourna-
ments to be held 
out of Lake Coo-
per this summer.

https://www.FullenkampIns.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/ymca-summer-camp/
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
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Iowa News/From the Front

319-469-3951

www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Owning your own home doesn’t have to be
just an American Dream.

Donnellson | Fairfield | Fort Madison | Houghton | Keokuk | Mt. Pleasant | Packwood | Pilot Grove | West Burlington | West Point | Winfield

It can be YOUR dream come true!

Call today to talk to one of our home loan officers.

Meet our loan officers 
from left to right:
Scott Piper,
Brett Wrieden,
Justin Menke,
and Nichole Nagel

Making Dreams Come True Since 1911

cerns about drainage, but those concerns were not addressed appropriately.
 “The comments were acknowledged with a response that, at that time in July of 

2020, there was no time to revise plans before they were bid, or an addendum add-
ed,” Hull said.

“I understand there was a later addendum. I don’t know that I saw that. In any 
case, the plans we saw were preliminary in nature and it was never really clear to me 
what the overall drainage plan was and it’s clearly not working.”

However, the 28E agreement with the city allows for the county to actually move 
the trail if the project were to cause issues on county property. The city has only 
annexed the property that holds the trail and is responsible for maintaining the trail, 
but not the drainage areas or roadways.

Hull asked HR Green, the city’s engineering firm on the project, for the city to 
investigate the issue. He said the responses were incomplete and designed to shield 
liability. Hull then took the issue to supervisors Ron Fedler and Garry Seyb who met 
with city officials to discuss the concerns.

Hull said it wasn’t the greatest area in the Lee County road systems to begin with, 
but it was functioning and now it’s not.

The city agreed to amend the 28E currently in place where they would fix the 
drainage issue and continue to perform winter maintenance, while indemnifying the 
county against damages.

He said the county didn’t get the revised 28E to the city until December, but they 
received a counter proposal from the city.

“I have iterated a few times, that we weren’t asking for thoughts and opinions. We 
considered this to be an olive branch. Under this agreement, we have a number of 
remedies. We can have them relocate the trail based on our maintenance needs and I 

consider that to be the nuclear option at this point,” Hull said. 
“That’s what we don’t want to have happen. But, at this point, I feel like I’ve been 

ignored and we’re not getting responses.” Hull said.
Fort Madison Public Works Director Mark Bousselot said a meeting was set in 

November to address the issues, but said he sent out emails last week to try and get 
pertinent people to sit down again and work out the issue.

 “We had a meeting set for November, but Ben couldn’t make it and then we got 
into Thanksgiving and the holidays, and it didn’t get revisited until now,” Bousselot 
said.

He said the city did maintain the section of 302nd near that part of the trail over 
the winter because of the county’s concerns with water freezing on the roadway.

 “We said we’d do that until we could get this sorted out and we did.”
Seyb agreed saying he’d met with Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld a couple 

times and the city isn’t against resolving the issue, but the county and the city need to 
sit down again.

“I don’t believe the city has at any point said it’s not their responsibility. The 28E 
from us, was basically our opportunity to give them a time frame to do one of two 
things,” Seyb said.

He said those were for the city to go back to the engineers to do work to meet the 
county’s needs, or for the city to work with Hull to find a path going forward.

However, Hull said the city should eventually annex all the way to the middle of 
302nd Avenue to assume responsibility for the drainage and the roadway. He said 
the city has done a good job honoring commitments to keep the roadway clear of 
ice.Board Chairman Matt Pflug asked Hull to approach the city about coming into 
a Supervisors meeting and update the county on where the city is at with respect to 
resolving the issue.

DRAINAGE - Continued from Page 1

Hull feels city is ignoring county’s requests on drainage

DES MOINES – Iowa’s seasonally adjust-
ed unemployment rate fell to 3.5 percent in 
February from 3.7 percent in January. The 
state’s jobless rate was 4.4 percent one year ago. 
The U.S. unemployment rate decreased to 3.8 
percent in February.

The total number of unemployed Iowans fell 
to 59,400 in February, down from 62,700 in 
January. Meanwhile, the total number of work-
ing Iowans increased to 1,626,800 in February 
– a figure that was 9,100 higher than January 
and 33,400 higher than one year ago. Iowa 
businesses added 5,800 jobs in February as 
hiring has ticked up in 2022. In 2021, the state 

averaged around 2,800 jobs gained per month.
The labor force participation rate increased 

from 66.8 percent to 67 percent.
“February’s jobs report is a strong sign that 

our economy continues to move in the right 
direction,” said Beth Townsend, Director of 
Iowa Workforce Development. “More Iowans 
are returning to the workforce and finding new 
jobs, many with higher wages than they earned 
pre-pandemic. We have had a tremendous 
response to the Reemployment Case Manage-
ment program, and with over 86,000 job open-
ings currently on IowaWORKS.gov, we can 
help any Iowan find their next great job, too!”

State’s jobless rate falls to 3.5%
The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com
http://IowaWORKS.gov
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Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
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Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!
How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Click here to place your ad online 24/7

https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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• 13 Company Paid Holidays annually (Including 2 paid 
days off for Independence Day, 2 paid days off for 
Thanksgiving and 3 paid days off for Christmas!)

• 12 Vacation Days annually
• 401k match above associate contribution
• Medical/Dental/Vision 
• And more!

We’re really proud of our Total Health Programs that offer 
Wellness Incentives that can reduce your monthly insur-
ance premiums by up to $110 each for yourself and your 
covered Spouse/Domestic Partner, enhanced Sick Time 
Benefits,expanded Parental Leave and so much more.

Scotts MiracleGro in Ft. Madison has
new opportunities to join their team!

For full job descriptions and more information on these and other 
opportunities visit us at www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers

Machine Operators $20.00 per hour

Forklift Operators $22.25 per hour

Available Positions

Benefits Package Includes

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing 
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts.. 
To be considered for employment, you must be 
flexible to work any shift, Saturdays and Sun-
days as required and at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma. 

Please visit
conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Multiple full-time positions available as well.

Visit the website for additional details.

Summer Job Opportunity
Pay is $17.00 per hour

conagrabrands.com/careers

• Starting pay $19.32/hr
• Advance to $21.01/hr within 12 months
• Advance to $23.28/hr within 30 months
• Potential to earn $25.71/hr and more with advancement
• 3% annual pay increases
• $.45 2nd shift pay differential and $.65 3rd shift pay differential
• $175 Company Contribution to pension from date of hire
• 3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested
• Blue Cross Blue Shield PPO starting at $25.83 per weekly pay-

roll deduction
• Plus Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

HIRING
We Are

NOW WITH EVEN GREATER PAY & BENEFITS!
Production Technicians

SALARIED POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE
Process Engineer – 1st shift • Quality Specialist – 1st or 2nd shift

Sanitation Team Leader – 3rd shift • Controls System Specialist – 1st shift
Production Team Leader – 3rd shift

PART-TIME
ASSISTANT

Lee County Commission 
of Veterans Affairs

(LCCVA)

The LCCVA is looking to 
hire a part time assistant to 
the Administrator. Expected 
hours of work would be 20 
hours per month. The select-
ed candidate would assist 
with general office help, as-
sist veterans and their fami-
lies with County level assis-
tance, and help coordinate 
scheduling rides for veterans 
with VA van. Selected candi-
date can plan on starting July 
5, 2022. Anyone filling this 
position will be an employee 
of Lee County with salary 
and benefits commensurate 
to current County policy. 
Starting wage is $15.00 hr.

Duties include but are not re-
stricted to: Computer skills, 
an ability to communicate 
with tact and understanding, 
must have a valid Iowa driv-
ers license, must pass drug/
alcohol screen, must be a 
US citizen, must reside or be 
willing to locate to Lee Coun-
ty and is subject to a post-of-
fer pre-employment physical. 
Veterans will be given prefer-
ence but all candidates will 
be considered. Applications 
may be picked up at the Lee 
County Auditor’s Office or 
downloaded from the coun-
ty website – www.leecounty.
org . We will begin taking 
applications at the Auditor’s 
Office on April 1, 2022 until 
3:00 p.m. April 29,2022. For 
further information, call the 
Lee County Auditor at 319-
372-3705 ext.4 or the LCCVA 
Chair at 319-470-9434. Lee 
County is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer. 

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise in a brand new way.
Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

HELP WANTED

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

$100 SIGN-ONBONUS

HIRING
EXCLUSIVELY

319-376-5085
www.FullSteamStaffingNJ.com

for

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.conagrabrands.com/Careers
https://www.conagrabrands.com/Careers
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FSSNJLLC/?epik=dj0yJnU9LW5zQktVMUprVllvem45SHQ4MWpqY1dYUE1zdlNBNW4mcD0wJm49amJSNFRFZW1ZV1JVZjhJY3l0TXpPUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2aEFR
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

THANK YOU
We are grateful for the opportunity to care

for your family’s oral health
& appreciate the trust you put in us to do so.

We are now accepting
new patients.

POTHITAKIS DENTAL GROUP
Ft. Madison East

(319) 372-3614
Ft. Madison West

(319) 372-4882
West Burlington

(319) 753-2515
New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

people to confirm what I thought I’d heard. As sirens 
started wailing, I found my way to Ivanhoe for some 
initial photos and then back to the soccer game. I could 
get the story after the game, and they weren’t going to let 
me into that crime scene anyway.

With about three minutes left in the soccer game, I 
went up to Faulkner behind the south goal and said, 
“Well, this will be a busy night,”

“What do you mean?” he said.
“Didn’t you hear the gun fire or the sirens? There was 

apparently a shooting in Ivanhoe Park. I left at halftime 
to get some pictures.”

Faulkner, who really is a consummate news guy, 
proceeded to throw his game clipboard about 20 feet 
across the grass behind the goal and I thought he was 
getting ready throw his camera. I quickly advised against 
that move. We journalists will sacrifice our body before 
putting a $1,500 camera in harm’s way, or anyone else’s 
for the matter.

Steaming and feeling like he had failed his beat as the 
weekend slot editor, I told him he had time to catch it 
and I didn’t have a whole lot of information anyway. I 
did….but I didn’t say I did.

I remember sitting next to him on a wrestling mat in 
Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines when Harlan Steffens-
meier was wrestling for the state title in 2018. We were 
watching Harlan getting ready on the mat just minutes 
before Fort Dodge’s Cayd Lara made his way to the mat. 
Harlan was air drumming and bouncing around – some-
thing I’d never seen him do in three years of covering 
wrestling.

“Did you see that, Chris?”
“What?”
“He was air drumming. I’ve never seen him that re-

laxed before. He’s gonna win this. Get ready.”
We worked the rest of that story together getting with 

the state champion, Coach Ryan Smith, and family mem-
bers to get our stories done.

There were numerous other sports events that we 
covered together. HTC state volleyball, FMHS football, 

basketball, et.al and then breaking news – fires, features, 
and the rest of Fort Madison’s story.

It has always been my pleasure and a bit of comfort 
seeing Chris walk in. It’s familiarity, and it’s comfort. 
Seeing Chris walk into games made it a Bloodhound, 
Crusaders, or Hawks event. There will still be those 
games – there’s too much tradition here. But it just won’t 
be the same.

I would imagine Chris won’t be able to go cold-turkey 
and will be sitting in the stands to enjoy stories unravel-
ing that he no longer has to write about.

He was the envy of a lot of us who write and photo-
graph at the same time. Very few can track the game, 
keep the stats, shoot the game, tweet, post to Facebook, 
and then go do the traditional stuff that gets made into 
plates and rolled off the presses.

I’ll miss our conversations on ethics waiting on coach-
es to come out of locker rooms, or the gossip of the latest 
hedge fund buyout. He knew things I did not.

I rarely knew things he did.
We all have our skill sets in this looney journalism gig, 

and I never said it to him, but I learned some of the busi-
ness from him. One thing he hones well is everything 
in this microcosm of news-gathering is interconnected. 
The things we write today will have a lasting impact on 
the families of generations to come. Chris got that… gets 
that.

I’ll miss sitting next to you my friend, and doing ev-
erything we can to not shoot the same damn picture. The 
community will be one short now. But it’s our pleasure to 
applaud your efforts to chronicle the lives of so many.

Chri-iis Faulk-ner… Clap… Clap… Clap-Clap-Clap.
Speaking of clapping, there wasn’t a lot of that going on 

this weekend as I went to the Ozarks for 437,000 holes of 
golf. We went with some friends I met over the past year 
golfing on the weekends, and we were relegated to cart-
path only golf due to the five inches of rain that dumped 
on the area. Those that come down here regularly to play 
are going…”Oooof ” right now.

It was a long, chilly weekend. Yes, I was the only one in 
the group playing in shorts, but Larry Kelch, Gordy Fed-
ler, Dan Fullenkamp, Steve Knight and about four others 
cheered me on in my shorts, then laughed as I tried 
unsuccessfully to not fall asleep in the leather recliner 
watching NCAA hoops. On the very last hole of the qua-
si-competitive weekend, Dan, who always seemed to find 
a way to work my Thursday 122 (talk about Oooof) into 
the conversation, told me my feet were lined up wrong. I 
hit the next ball 250 down the middle.

Dan likes to win… But that’s Beside the Point.
Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of Pen City 

Current and can be reached at charles.v@pencitycurrent.
com.

Faulkner steps aside after 41 years with local paper
FAULKNER - Continued from Page 1
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PREVENT
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ABUSE
TRAINING- 
 STEWARDS OF CHILDREN
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FREE DINNER & CHILD
CARE FOR  PARENTS 
 WHO RSVP BY4/20 
ALL RSVPS WILL BE ENTERED 

TO WIN A $50 GAS CARD

APRIL 21ST
5:30-8:00 
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WEST POINT FIRE & RESCUE

Saturday, April 2, 2022
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

To Go Only, No Dine In
Watch for Signs

Menu:
Pork Loin, Cheesy Potatoes

& Green Beans

No need to get out, as you pull
up to the West Point Fire Station,
the firefighters will place
your meals in your vehicle!

Free Will Donation
Proceeds go towards

purchasing life saving equipment

Por Loin Dinner






	Front Page
	For the Record
	Full Steam Staffing
	Complete Rental
	Fort Colony Family Restaurant
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Obituaries
	Cape Air
	Sports
	Scene Around Town
	LCK Roofing
	RonDavoo
	Fort Madison Family YMCA
	Lee County Health Department
	Fullenkamp Insurance
	Iowa News
	From the Front
	Lee County News
	Local News
	Iowa News
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank
	Sonny's Super Market
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Business Directory
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Full Steam Staffing
	Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
	ConAgra Brands
	Pen City Current
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Column
	Beside the Point
	Chuck Vandenberg
	Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center
	Pothitakis Dentistry

	Button 35: 
	Button 30: 
	Button 36: 
	Button 34: 
	Button 37: 
	Button 29: 
	Button 38: 
	Button 33: 
	Button 39: 
	Button 28: 
	Button 40: 
	Button 32: 
	Button 41: 
	Button 25: 
	Button 42: 


